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Fourteenth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain^ 

Appointed  to  be  beU  at  WESTMINSTER, 
OnTburfdof^  ih^  zGthDsij  of  Novmba-^  l??^* 

'T*HE  King't  fpccch  (whkh  the  reader  will  fee  in  the  Com- 
^    mons  debates)  having  been  read,*  the  Duke  of  Cbandos  jy^^  ^ 
moved.  That  an  humble  addrefs,  &c.  ^  Cbsadu. 

His  exordium  or  opening  contained  a  view  or  counter- 
view  of  the  many  ptibltc  and  private  virtues  of  the  Sove- 
reign, and  the  obftinacy,  b^ifencfs  and  ingratitude  of  his  re- 
bellious fubjeAs  in  America ;  a  prince,  he  faid,  who  had 
made  the  conft^tution  the  rule  of  his  government,  and  the 
happinefs  and  profpcrity  of  his  people,  the  great  leading  ob- 
jem  of  hit  life. 

After  fome  further  teftimonies  to  the  fame  purport,  his 
Grace  confidercd  the  feveral  paragraphs  in  the  fpeech,  in  the 
order  they  were  delivered.  He  faid,  hiflory  had  as  yet  fur- 
nifhed  no  example  of  the  kind  ;  that  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  without  pretence  of  provocation,  or  colour  of  coin- 
plain^  the  court  of  France,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties, 
the  rights  of  fovereigns,  and  the  ufages  of  independent  Hates, 
not  only  entered  into  engagements  with  the  leaders  of  rebel- 
lion in  America,  but  had  committed  hoftilities  on  the  faiths 
ful  fubje£b,  and  a£hially  invaded  the  dominions  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  crown  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies.  This  his  Grace 
animadverted  upon,  obferving,  that  it  was  both  bafe,  treache- 

-  ---  ^^^-. 

*  During  the  recefs  in  the  Summer,  Edward  Tharlow,  £{q.  At- 
tumey  General,  was  created  Lord  Thurlow,  and  apyoioted  Lord 
Chancellor  in  the  room  of  £arl  Barhurft,  refigocd* 
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rouS|  infidiouSy  and  every  way  unjuftifialde  and  unprece- 
dented. He  took  a  retrolpeftive  view  of  the  repeated  affu* 
ranees  of  amity  and  fincerity  given  by  that  perfidious  court, 
while  they  were  fecretly  encouraging,  fomenting  and  ailifting 
rebels  in  arms  againft  their  lawful  fovereign^  until  the  mo- 
ment arrived,  that  they  imagined  they  could,  from  the  em- 
broiled lituation  of  our  affairs,  publicly  avow  that  perfidy^ 
which  in  the  early  ftages  of  the  difpute,  they  fo  earneftly  la- 
boured to  conceal.  This  circumftance,  joined  to  the  confe- 
quences  which  were  juftly  to  be  dreaded,  if  not  timely  guard* 
ed  againft,  would,  he  trufted,-  be  fufficient  to  produce  unani* 
mity  among  their  Lordihips  and  the  nation  at  large ;  and 
create  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  injuries  attempted  to  be  put  up- 
on it,  and  of  the  wound  which  its  honour  had  received. 

His  Grace  entered  particularljr  into  the  endeavours  ufed  by 
his  Majefty  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  his  fubjefts  fince 
he  came  to  reign  over  them  ;  and  how  fecurely  their  Lord« 
fhips  and  the  nation  might  truft  to  his  wifdom  and  paternal 
care,  for  a'reftoration  of  peace,  whenever  it  could  be  effeft- 
ed  confiftently  with  the  honour,  intereils  and  rights  of  this 
country. 

He  faid,  vigorous  meafures  were  the  only  (iire  andhonour- 
tble  means  of  defeating  the  deiigns  of  our  enemies,  and  of 
procuring  public  fafety.  The  prefent  crifis,  he  acknowledg- 
ed was  critical,  and  in  fome  refpe£l,  alarming.  It  was  big 
with  difficulty,  and  portended  danger.  France  and  A^ne. 
rica  were  combined;  they  were  connefted  in  the  moft 
unnatural  alliance ;  odier  powers  might  interfere ;  the  moft 
folemn  aflurances  of  friendfhip  and  neutrality  were  not  want- 
ing; but  it  was  prudent  to  be  prepared  for  the  worft  that 
might  happen ;  in  either  event  however,  nothing  but  the 
moft  rigorous  and  united  exertions  of  this  kingdom,  and 
of  every  part  of  the  empire,  could  promifc  to  free  us  from 
our  prefent  perilous  iituation. 

He  obfcrved,  that  although  the  vigorous  efforts  made  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign  were  not  correfpondent  to 
the  public  expeftation,  our  commerce  had  been  prote£led^ 
and  Very  confiderable  reprifals  had  been  made  on  the  enemy, 
in  fight  of  their  own  coafts,  by  which  they  were  forely  dif- 
trefled,  and  the  captors  and  the  nation  proportionably 
enriched. 

He  rcurned  to  conCder  the  condnft  of  America,  and  faid 
the  people  of  that  country  having  obftinately  refufed  the 
Jate  offers  made  them  oy  the  Britim  Parliament^  he  trufted 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1778.  DEBATES.  3 

that  the  people  of  this  cbuntry  would  unite,  and  no  longer 
coniider  the  revolted  Colonies  as  ftniggling  for  the  privi* 
leges  of  Britiih  fuhjedls,  but  as  a  fovereign  independent  ftate, 
leagued  with  a  foreign  enemy,  for  our  deftru£tion.  Meafures 
of  force  were  therefore  bedbmeneceiTary,  meafures  calculated 
to  defeat  and  diflblve  fo  unnatural  an  alliance,  whatever  ap- 
pearances might  in  fome  particulars  indicate  ^ro  the  contrary ; 
but  that  the  fpirit  and  refources  of  .this  country,  were  yet 
fully  equal  to  the  chaftifement  of  both  our  declared  foes  and 
rebellious  fubjeds. 

Earl  oLPlymoutb  fcconded  the  motion,  and  touched  on  the  E«l  o^PJf- 
fereral  points  which  had  been  fpoken  to  by  the  noble  Duke.  "^  '  - 
He  confefled,  that. our  affairs  were  in  a  very  dangerous  way; 
that  the  prefent  was  a  mofl  inaufpicious  period,  and  called 
preffingly  for  the  infirant  aid  of  every  heart  and  hand  in  the 
kingdom  to  ward  off  the  blow,  now  meditating  againft  us, 
and  puniih  the  faithlefs  and  perfidious  aggreiTor. 

His  Lordfhip  profefTed  himfelf  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion 
of  the  noble  Duke,  that  nothing  but  the  mofl  rfgorous  and  de- 
cilive  meafures  would  anfwer  any  good  end  ;  nor  nothing  but 
force  procure  that  juflice,  which  would  continue  to  be  with- 
held, fo  long  as  the  aggreflbj  was  able  to  do  (o.  The  ene- 
mies of  this  country,  rouft  firfl  feel  its  refentments  in  a£ls  of 
power  and  hoflility  before  peace  could  be  reflored  upon  a 
fafe  or  honourable  footing.  Any  conceffion  on  our  part  mutt 
be  fatal :  our  commerce  and  manufactures,  which  were  the 
great  fources  of  our  wealth  aild  national  power,  mufl  be  ruin- 
ed^ if  America  fhould  be  relinquifhed*  He  faid,  he  lived  in 
a  great  manufafiuring  county,  himfelf[Worceflerlhire}  where 
be  was  adaily  witnefs  to  the  diftreJTea  of  both  the  manufacturers 
and  of  thofe  whom  they  employed*  ^he  manufacturers  had 
ceafed  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs,  for  want  of  vent  or  market ; 
and  the  working  mechanics  were  in  the  utmoft  mifery  and 
diftrefs,  and  flarving  for  want  of  employment.  He  could  re- 
late ieveral  particular  inftances,  which  came  to  his  own  im- 
mediate knowledge,  but  he  fhould  only  fay  generally,  that 
in  fome  of  the  towns  immediately  in  his  neighbourhood,  he 
was  acquainted  with  fome  opulent  tradefmen  and  manufac- 
turers, who  infield  of  employing  a  hundred  or  fifty  hands 
each,  did  not  now  employ  above  ten  or  five,  or  in  that  pro- 
portion. Whence  he  concluded,  though  no  other  motive «f  , 
xiational  honour  or  proper  refentment  for  the  unprovoked  in- 
juries received  from  our  foreign  foes  and  rebellious  fubjeCts, 
exifled  for  purfuing  the  war  both  againfl  France  and  America, 
it  was  now  become  an  obje£t  of  neccffity,  in  order  to  procure 
M  vent  for  our  manufactures. 

B  a  He 
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He  faid,  he  had  often  heard  it  dveelt  upon  bf  feveral  noble 
Lords  in  thac  Houfe,  that  America  would  be  able  to  refift  the 
utmoft  exertions  of  this  country;  that  France  would  at  length 
interfere  in  her  fupport  i  and  frequently  (ince  he  had  heard 

freat  merit  taken  on  the  fcore  of  thofe  predidions;  but  the 
nal  event  thereof  was  not  yet  knowny  nor  were  the  authors 
always  juftlfied  in  what  they  faid.  Among  other  aflertions^ 
he  remembered  to  have  heard  it  infifted  upon  from  the  fame 
quarter,  that  the  militia,  if  called  out  into  actual  fervice, 
woulH  never  anfwcr  the  purpofc  of  national  defence :  the 
contrary  Vad  been  proved  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fum- 
iner  ana  autumn.  He  believed,  thofe  who  were  moft  fan- 
guinp  in  this  opinion,  would  agree  with  him,  that  there 
never  appeared  a  finer  body  of  men,  nor  better  difciplined, 
confidering  the  ihortnefs  or  the  time  they  were  inftru6i:fd  in 
the  ufe  of  arms.  He  therefore  had  no  doubt,  but  feveral  other 
predictions  of  the  fame  tendency  would  be  proved  equally  - 
erroneous ;  the  pafTage  in  the  fpeech  contained  the  fulleft 
refutation  of  what  had  been  fo  confidently  pronounced  on  this 
head;  for- he  could  affirm  it  was  literally  true,  but  the  per* 
fonal  teftimony  of  his  Majefty  put  it  bey ohd  doubt;  ^^  his 
being  a  witne(s  of  that  public  fpirit,  fteady  ardour,  and  that 
love  of  their  country,  which  animate  and  unite  all  ranks  of  his 
faithful  fubje£ls,  and  which  cannot  fail  of  making  this  coun* 
try  fafe  at  home,  and  refpeded  at  abroad." 
His  LordfHip  concluded,  with  giving  it  as  his  firm  opinion^ 
' '  that  the  meafures  recommended  from  the  throne,  were  the  beft, 
if  not  the  only  means  now  left  of  procuring  public  fafety^ 
and  of  avoiding  that  public  difgrace  and  ignominy,  which 
muft  follow  any  conceifion  or  humiliating  terms  which  a  mif- 
taken  prudence  and  timidity  might  fuggeft,  or  an  infolent  and 
perfidious  enemy  think  proper  to  prefcribe.  He  would  there- 
fore give  his  hearty  aflfent  to  the  addrefs  moved  by  the  noble 
Duke. 
SiriofClH  Earl  of  Coventry  rofe,  he  faid,  to  repeat  his  former  opinion 
^Mpy.  refpedling  America,  which  had  never  altered  fincc  it  became 
a  fubje<El  of  debate  of  late  years  in  that  Houfe,  but  had  beea 
uniformly  direSed  to  imprefs  this  one  important  truth  oh 
their  Lordihips,  which  was,  that  the  attempt  to  coerce  Anie«» 
rica,  be  the  events  of  war  ever  fo  favourable,  was  a  meafure 
hazardous  in  the  onfet,  feemingly  impradlicable  in  the  execu- 
tion, and  if  even  profperous,  infinitely  pernicious  and  impo« 
litic.  This  was  an  opinion,  he  ever  held,  and  would  never 
retra^l.  He  wifbed,  in  the  language  of  a  noble  Lord  in  that 
Houfe  [Lord  Bute]  on  afprmer  occafion,  to  have  that  opi* 
4  aioa 
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nion •engraved  on  his  tomb-ftone.  The  noble  Lord  applied 
the  (aying  to  the  peace  of  Paris.  He  did  not  mean  by  the 
allufion  to  cenfure  that '  peace  i  he  believed  it  was  the  beft 
that  could  be  made,  allowing  for  the  then  exifting  circum* 
fiances  of  this  country,  and  the  general  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Europe ;  but  while  he  acknowledged  this,  he  wifhed  to  be 
clearly  underftood,  that  although  he  meant  no  reHe6lion  on  its 
author,  that  the  bad  ufe  of  that  peace  iince  its  ratification, 
was  the  grand  fource  he  apprehended,  from  whence  all  our 
prefent  public  calamities  had  flowed. 

As  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noUe  Duke,  he  could  hy 
no  means  aflent  to  it  in  its  prefent  form,  and  in  the  terms  iii 
which  it  was  drawn  up.  Being  averfe  to  the  proiecution  of 
the  American  war,  in  every  precedent  ftage,  it  could  hardly 
be  expeded,  that  he  would  lend  his  approbation  in  the  pre- 
fent inftance,  when  fo  many  additional  reafons  confirmed  him 
in  his  former  diflent.  He  did  not  come  prepared  to  propofe 
any  amendment,  nor  did  he  fee  what  amendment  could  meet 
his  ideas,  without  altering  the  tenor  of  the  whole  addrefs : 
otherwife,  he  fhould  very  readily  .fupport  every  meafure  which 
would  go  to  Separate  the  idea  of  making  war  upon  France, 
diftindly  from  America,  So  far  he  was  ready  to  co-operate 
in  any  fteps  neceflary  for  carrying  on  a  war  againft  our  foreign 
foes;  but  he  beeged  leave  to  repeat,  that  experience  had 
ftrengthened  his  former  opinion,  knd  fupplied  him  with  ad* 
ditional  reafons,  arifing  both  internally  and  externally,  to 
advife  a  difcontinuance  of  hoftilities  againft  America,  as  the 
only  means  left  of  reftoring  that  country  to  the  Britiih  em* 
pire,  or  at  leaft  inducing  her  to  zSt  a  neutral  part. 

To  go  into  the  queftion,  as  it  prefented  itfelf  to  their  Lofd* 
fhips,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  confider  it  previoufly,  as  con* 
neded  with  many  relative  and  collateral  circumftances.  Tbjs 
could  be  only  drawn  from  fads,  or  from  fair  and  candid 
reafonings  on  thofe  fads.  The  former  would  be  the  adual 
ftate  of  this  country,  at  the  commencement  of  the  contcft, 
and  at  prefent ;  to  compare  thofe  periods,  and  from  thence 
determine  on  the  probability  of  fuccefs.  The  fame  mode  of 
inveftigation  would  be  neceflary  in  refped  of  America ;  loqk 
at  her,  fee  what  (he  was,  and  what  (be  is.  He  would,  how- 
ever, as  the  point  of  moft  immediate  canfequciice,  confider 
the  internal  and  external  ftate  of  this  country. 

This  he  aflirmed,  when  properly  confidcred,  would  be  found 
to  be  moft  deplorable  indeed !  Our  armies  were  either  moulder-^ 
ing  away,  by  death,  defertion,  and-ficknefs,  or  reduced  by  lofa 
in  battle^  were  defeated  or  captives^  or  acting  upon  the  de. 
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fenfive.    Our  navy  was  far  from  being  in  that  formidable  and 
rcfpedable  ftate  it  was  hoped  and  expeded.     Our  manufac- 
turers were  unemployed,  and  ftarving,  and  burthenfome  to 
their  refpeftive  pariflies,  as  had  been  well  obfcrved  by  the  no- 
ble Earl,  who   feconded  the  addrefs.     Our  commerce  was 
declining  or  fufpended;   and   was   was    carried   on,    upon 
fuch  a  rifque,  and  on   fuch  high  premiums  of  infurance^ 
as  to  render  it  but  of  fmall  advantage  to  the  merchant,  and 
burthenfome  to  the  boniTumer.     Public  credit  drawing  faft 
towards  annihilation.    Our  ftocks  fallen,  nearly  as  low  as  at 
the  concluAon  of  the  late  war^  and  their  ruin  fufpended  only 
by  a  thread,  which  the  leaft  adverfe  accident  would  proba- 
bly cut  afunder.     Private  dinipation  and  public  rapine,  daily 
^ncrealing.     Divided  councils  and  a  general  inattention   to 
the  concerns  of  the  nation,  almoftuniverfally  fpread  through 
every  rank  of  people.     Without   allies,    upon  motives  of 
mere  intereft,  or  friends,  from  motives  of  affeaion,  formed, 
he  faid,  but  the  rough  outlines  of  the  caufes  of  our  weaknefs. 
Such  a  fcene  of  national  diftrefs,  and  external  imbecility,  muft 
give  the  moft  heart- felt  concern,  to  the  few  who  had  ftill  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  their  country  implanted  in  their  minds. 
He  acknowledged,  that  it  was  a  melancholy  pifture,   but  if 
it  was  a  faithful  one,  it  ought  not  to  be  concealed  from  the 
public;  becaufe,  without  knowing  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  evil,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  provide  a  proper  remedy. 

A  thorough  reformation,  he  faid,  if  the  fzSts  ftated  by  bioi 
were  true,  (which  he  believed  would  hardly  be  controverted) 
became  abfolutely  neceflary.  Theconftitution  muft  be  brought 
back  to  its  firft  principles,  Penfions,  finecures,  and  all  the 
engines  of  a  corrupt  gov^rntnent,  muft  be  totally  abandoned. 
'  The  Augean  ftable  muft  be  thoroughly  cleanfed  ;  public  fpirit 
muft  be  cultivated,  encouraged,  and  nouriftied  by  thofe,  who 
hold  the  reins  of  government,  and  private  and  perfonal  in- 
tereft, made  to  give  way  to  that  of  the  public  ftate.  But 
we  have  loft  the  man,  faid  he,  who  was  equal  to  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  this  Herculean  ta(k  [Lord  Chatham].  Alas ! 
he  is  no  more ;  we  have  loft  the  man,  who,  by  his  example, 
was  capable  of  fowing  the  feeds  of  public  virtue,  of  bringing 
it  to  maturity,  of  calling  it  into  the  fcrvice  of  the  ftate,  ana 
to  the  moft  glorious  purpofcs,-  While  we  had  that  man, 
whom  I  efteemed  as  the  Palladium  of  his  country,  I  looked 
upon  this  ifland  as  invincible ;  fince  he  went,  like  the  Tro- 
jans, I  begin  to  defpair.  Yet  we  (hould  not  become  defpc- 
rate,  but  refolve  to  wifely  employ  the  means  ftjll  in  our 
power.    Wefhould  ftill  hope  for  the  beft,  were  our  councils 
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judiciouy  dircAed.  Let  us  but  once  get  rid  of  this  American 
war,  and  I  doubt  not,  but  we  {hall  be  fliU  able  to  counter- 
aft  and  baffle  the  defigns  of  all  our  enemies,  however  numer- 
ous and  formidable.  The  point  he  (hould  particulaly  fpeak 
to,  for  the  reafons  before  affigned,  was  how  we  were  to  ex- 
tricate ourfelves  from  our  prefent  difficulties,  and  avoid  tha 
abfolute  ruin  of  the  empire,  or  rather  th^  remaing  part  of  it. 
This. chiefly,  he  thought,  depended  upon  putting  a  ipeedy 
end  to  the  American  war,  and  the  mode  of  doing  it.  To 
determine  which,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  the  queftioa  « 
in  three  different  points  of  view,  as  prefenting  fo  many  dif- 
ferent meafures. 

Should  it  be  effefied,  by  adopting  a  new  fyttem  of  coercion  i 
By  declaring  America  independent?  Or  determining  nothing 
as  totbefecond  queftion,  and  only  withdrawing  our  fleets  and 
armies? 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  he  afked^  was  it  pradicable^  would  it 
be  wife,  to  rifque  further  events,  which  might  lead  to  defeat 
and  inevitable  ruin  ?  Here  he  contrafted  the  ftate  of  this 
country^  at  this  time,  with  what  it  was  at  the  commence- 
ment of  die  three  laft  campaigns.  Were  our  armies  more 
numerous,  or  better  difciplined  after  the  lofs  of  fo  many  thou- 
fands,  than  before  we  lofl;  a  iingle  man  ?  Wereour  finances  up-< 
on  abetter  footing,  after  expending  thirtv-five  millions  of  mo- 
ney, than  before  we  fpent  a  (hilling  ?  Was  America  weaker, 
now  when  joined  with  France,  than  when  (be  contended  with 
us  fingle  handed  ?  Or  was  the  dlftaace  leflened,  and  the  winds 
and  waves  become  more  obedient  to  our  command?  Had 
we  now  more  able  and  experienced  g^erals  or  admirals?  Had 
we  procured  new  and  powerful  allies?  Were  we  better 
united  ?  Or  were  minifters  more;  fully  confided  in  ?  Thefe 
quefHons  he  faid,  muft  be  uniformly  anfwered  in  the  nega- 
tive. What,  then,  could  be  our  motive  for  profecuting  a 
war,  under  fuch  apparent  difadvantages?  The  general  an- 
fwer  given  wasy  that  any  war,  however  dangerous  or  expen- 
five,  was  preferable  to  an  inglorious  peace.  He  contended, 
that  the  word  inglorious,  was  merely  a  relative  term  ;  that  it 
referred  to  the  exifting  circumftances,  or  meant  nothing. 
What  might  feem  an  inglorious  peace,  under  fome  circum- 
fiances,  might  prove  a  very  wife  and  honourable  one  under 
others.  On  this  ground,  he  (hould  think  going  to  war  (the 
events  of  which  no  man  could  foretel,and  which,  if  unfavour- 
able, muft  end  in  the  ruin  of  this  country]  would  be  a  very  ha- 
zardous experiment ;  the  rifque  and  the  probabilities  ought 
to  be  ferioufly  coniidercdj  and  the  advantages  and  difadvan- 
tages 
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fagte  balanced.  For  his  part,  fo  far  as  America  was  con<^m«- 
^,  he  was  Well  (atisfitd  that  a  ^r,  mereljr  taken  up  for 
€ont|ueft,  or  unconditional  fubmiifion,  muft  mifcarry.  He 
therefore  conjured  their  Lordfhips,  to  look  with  attention 
at  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs ;  to  recoiled  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  almoft  every  meafure  purfued  againft  Aoierica, 
and  the  prefent  eflfedk  and  probable  confequences  of  che  war, 
^o  the  commerce,  charader,  and  glory  of  this  nation.  He 
doubted  not,  but  many  Lords,  wh6  had  formerly  approved 
6f  the  meafures  of  adminiftration,  from  a  hope  of  fuccefs, 
now  thought  very  diiFerently  of  thofe  meafures ;  that  diey 
faw  the  American  war  as  a  matter  that  involved  infinite 
mifchief  on  the  kingdom,  and  might,  if  purfued,  be  the 
eaufe  of  its  final  ruin. 

With  reeard  to  the  fecond  queftion,  the  declaring  Anaeri^ 
ca  independent,  it  was  what  ftruck  him,  as  the  wifeft  flep  to 
be  taken,  as  matters  now  ftood.  *'  Do  it  fairly,  do  it  fully, 
and  then  we  (hall  have  leifure  to  punilh  France  for  her  per* 
fidy,  and  to  recover  ourfelves  from  the  danger  and  damage 
we  have  long  been  expofed  to,  and  have  already  in  part  fo 
ftverely  felt.'°  It  was  madnefs  to  perfevere  in  purfuing  an 
6bjeft,  now  become  utterly  impradicablo  to  attain.  Aoie* 
thz  might  yet  court  a  political  commerce  with  this  country; 
if  not,  me  might  find  it  her  intereft  to  form  a  commercial 
•ne  with  it ;  and  though  (he  fhould  decline  either,  bethought 
it  much  better  to  ceaft  hoftilities  againfl  her,  becaufe  if  we 
could  derive  no  advantage  in  the  way  of  friendfliip,  meafures 
of  force  muft  ineVilkbly  terminate  in  our  deftrudion. 

The  third  queftbn,  that  of  withdrawing  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, fubftantially  amounted  to  the  fecond,  which  could  not 
be  put  in  prafiice  without  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  Ame- 
rican independence,  though  not  an  avowed  one.  Befides, 
withdrawing  the  troops  without  fuch  an  acknowledgment^ 
would  bear  the  appearance  of  a  dormant  claim,  fufpended^ 
but  not  relinquiflied,  and  would  create  an  enmitv,  jeUoufy^ 
and  ill-will,  little  fbort  of  a  continuance  of  adual  hofUIiries. 
Such  therefore  being  the  cafe,  and  the  probable  circumftances 
of  either  of  the  other  meafures,  he  would  advife  the  declaring 
of  America  at  once  independent,  and  fuffering  her  to  be- 
come a  feparate  ftate. 

His  Lordfliip  declared  what  he  now  fiiid,  contained  his 
real  fentiments,  abftraded  from  any  views  of  party  or  any 
other  motives  whatever,  but  an  earneft  and  anxious  defiie 
of  refcuing  his  country  from  the  ruin  which  feemed  ready  to 
burft  on  it.    He  had  given  tbem  fully,  but  cauciovlly  s  wifh- 
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ing  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  any  one  man,  or  fet  of  men* 
He  was  convinced,  however  prevalent  a  contrary  opinioa 
might  be,  this  country  could  never  recover  its  former  glo- 
ry and  luftre,  till  the  government  was  new  modelled  ;  how 
far  that  might  be  practicable,  he  did  not  pretend  to  fay. 
His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  alfuring  their  Lordfhips,  that  he 
would  be  extremely  glad  to  ^rec  with  the  addrefs,  were 
it  in  his  power  to  do  fo,  conmtently  with  his  confcience  ; 
but  he  could  never  think  of  approving  of  any  fyftem  of 
war,  which  would  dire£kly  or  eventually  go  to  advife  his 
Majefty   to  a  further  profecution  of  that  againft  America* 

£ari  of  Brijiol.  It  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  and  no 
lefs  relu^nce  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to.oppofe  a  mo- 
tion which  feems  to  convey  any  appearance  of  expreifing  our 
attachment,  afie£lion,  and  duty  for  his  Majefty.  Nor  would 
I  now  do  it,  though  compellea  to  it  by  that  duty  I  owe  my 
King  and  my  country,  did  I  not  feel  a  confcioufoefs  that 
every  a£tion  of  my  life  has  been  fuch  as  muft  convince  the 
whole  world  of  my  invariable  attachment,  affedion,  and 
loyalty  to  the  King  and  his  family  ;  which  is  firmlv  rooted 
in  my  heart,  and  was  in  my  earlieft  days  nourilhed  by  iht 
principles  of  whigifm,  that  nas  ever  diftinguifhed  my  family, 
and  from  which  no  confideration  whatever  fhall  ma!le  me 
deviate. 

My  Lords,  I  Ihall  moft  undoubtedly  continue  to  exert 
the  privilege  which,  thank  God,  our  anceftors  left  us^ 
and  which,  notwithftanding  the  times,  we  are  not  as  yetde« 
prived  of;  that  of  fpeaking  openly  to  your  Lordlhips. 

My  Ixnrds,  the  deploraUe  fituation  of  this  country,  the 
integrity  of  Parliament,  and  the  honour  and  reputation  of 
every  one  of  your  Lordfhips,  requires  it  from  your  Lord-* 
fhips  particularly,  and  from  every  man  who  has  an  inder 
penident  way  of  thinking,  and  who  values  the  conftitution  o£ 
his  country,  and  the  welfare  of  our  fovereign,  preferable  to 
every  c^er  confideration.  My  Lords,  I  therefore  rife  to  tell 
you  my  reafons  why  I  cannot  give  my  alfent  to  fuch  an 
addrefs  as  this  is;  an  addrefs  that  comes  here  drawn  up  by 
either  the  oftenilble  or  the  hidden  minifter,  to  echo  back  his 
own  words  that  we  have  juft  heard  from  the  throne,  and 
which  are  to  be  now  fprinkled  with  fulfome  commendationa 
of  his  own  deftruAive  counfels;  which  counfels  have  nearly 
brought  thefe  once  flourifhing  kingdoms  to  ruin;  the  once 
wealthy  inhabitants  of  them  to  oeggary,  and  a  once  great  and 
free  people  almoft  to  flavery.  No,  my  Lords,  confider  the  de- 
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plorable  (ituation  of  your  country,  and  let  us,  as  has  been 
the  ancient  cuftom  of  former  Parliaments,  let  us  at  Icafl 
fufpend  fuch  fhamefal  adulations,  and  firft  examine  the 
grievances  o£  the  people,  enquire  into  the  heavy  burthens 
the  people  groan  under,  into  the  caufes  of  the  lofs  of  tHc 
greateft  part  of  the  empire,  into  the  difagreeable  difap- 
pointments  of  our  armies  by  land  and  fea,  into  the  alarm- 
ing (ituation  and  almoft  total  ruin  of  the  fleet,  into 
the  occasion  of  the  loft  of  a  whole  army  at  Saratoga ;  en- 
outre  into  the  difiniffion  of  fo  many  commanders  in  chief  by 
fea  and  land,  without  any  reafons  afligned,  by  which  the 
nation  is  deprived  of  judging  to  whom  they  are  to  im- 
pute all  thefe  fad  difafters ;  which  the  people  have  a  right 
to  demand,  after  having  given  the  immcnfe  fums,  which 
they  have,  and  which  they  can  no  longer  fupport,  without 
fome  profpe£t  of  a  total  and  fpeedy  change  of  men  and 
meafures. 

Let  thefe,  my  Lords,  be  our  firft  obje6t8  of  enquiry,  as 
they  are  very  juftly  the  firft  objefts  of  the  nation^s  atten- 
tion ;  and  if  you  wi(h  to  prove  yourfelves  the  guardians  of 
the  people,  (the  moft  noble  and  moft  valuable  title  a  peer 
can  boaft  of)  inftead  of  being  thought  the  hired  dependants 
of  a  minifter,  (the  moft  abjeft  and  degrading  title  any  man 
can  have)  let  the  enquiries,  I  fay,  be  our  firft  and  chief 
employments ;  and  acording  to  our  refolutions  formed  upon 
an  impartial  fcrutiny  on  thefe  heads,  then,  my  Lords,  pro* 
pofe  fuch  a  dutiful  addrefs  to  the  throne,  as  your  own  ho- 
nour and  fituation  dictates,  as  the  voice  and  fuiierings  of  the 
people  call  for,  and  fuch  as  our  duty  and  loyalty  to  his 
Majefty  make  neceffary. 

My  Lords,  the  grievances  of  the  people  are  innumerable, 
and  fpring  from  a  chain  of  difappointments  that  have  been 
brought  on  by  counfels,  which  prove  the  counfellors  not  only 
unworthy  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  but  that  I  fear  they 
cannot  be  true  friends  to  the  family  on  the  throne,  and  con- 
fequently  no  friends  to  our  glorious  conftitution.  Thefe 
grievances  flow  alfo,  from  a  duplicity  and  utter  incapacity 
of  thofe  who  appear  the  oftenhble  refpondents  for  fome  of 
the  moft  material  offices  of  the  adminiftration. 

The  heavy  burthens  which  the  people  groan  under  arc 
fuch,  as  I  need  not  defcribe,  they  are  too  fuffici^ntly  felt 
by  every  one  of  your  Lordfliips ;  and  every  man  in  the  king- 
doin,  who  do  not  partake  of  thofe  emoluments,  penfions, 
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and  perqitifitesy  which  have  been,  and  are  ftill  fo  (bafnefully 
and  fo  lavi(h]y  fcattered  upon  the  betrayers  of  the  people. 

The  lofs  of  the  greateftpan  of  the  empire,  alas  !  my  Lords, 
that  is  alfo  too  obvious  to  need  my  reciting  -,  let  the  blood  and 
treafure  hourly  ebbing  outof  thefe  kingdoms,  and  which  are 
fent  3OCO  miles  acrofs  the  ocean,  vainly  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
U&  the  little  remains  of  a  vaft  continent,  prove  the  truth  of 
that  a  fiertion  . 

The  difkppointment  of  our  arms  by  land  and  fea  needs  no 
other  proofs  than  the  different  manceuvresof  our  great  army 
in  America,  and  the  untrophted  return  of  our  fleets  into 
port  every  where.  The  alarming  fituation,  and  almoft  total 
ruin  of  our  navy,  is  well  known,  and  is  what  I  (hall  take 
feme  other  opportunity  to  expatiate  upon.  The  difmiilion  or 
recall  of  fo  many  commanders  in  chief  by  land  and  fea,  with- 
out any  enquiries,  is  unheard  of,  and  whether  they  were 
difmifTed,  or  had  leave  to  return  to  their  commands,  if  they 
are  fuperfedcd  by  others,  before  the  bufy  fcenc  of  aflion  is 
clofed,  it  is  much  the  fame ;  if  no  leave  is  given  for  fuch  dif- 
miffion,  we  muft  fuppofe  thofe  officers  hardly,  cruelly,  and 
unjuftly  dealt  bv,  becaufe,  it  leaves  a  fufpicion  which  you 
thereby  deprive  tfiem  of  the  power  to  wipe  off. 

My  Lords,  I  could  enumerate  evils  that  have  fprung  from 
each  of  thefe  different  heads,  that  would  employ  the  whole 
day,  as  I  could  upon  fome  others  of  as  great  confequence  with 
regard  to  the  fleet,  but  which,  as  1  told  your  Lordfhips,  I 
ihail  take  fome  other  opportunity  for,  I  fee  in  the  counte* 
nances  of  many  of  your  Lordfhips,  that  thefe  evils  are  too  re- 
cent, they  are  too  generally  known  and  felt,  to  require  my 
further  dwelling  upon.  And  I  am  certain  that  many  of 
your  Lordfhips,  who  formerly  thought  it  nccefTary  to  fup- 
port  the  minif^ers,  by  way  of  giving  them  what  was  called 
a  fair  trial,  have  fince  condemned  almofl  every  flep  that  has 
been  taken  in  confequence  of  fuch  fupport.  Do  not,  there- 
fore, my  Ix>rds,  make  yourfclves  farther accelTary  to  the  crime* 
of  fuch  miniilers,  by  continuing  that  fupport,  bur  endea- 
vour to  attone  for  the  pafl  by  uniting  in  delivering  the  King 
and  the  nation  from  the  continuance  of  fuch  pernicious  coun*  , 
fellors.  I  fhall  therefore  hope,  my  Lords,  vou  will  fufpend 
any  addrefs,  til)  you  have  taken  the  prefent  ftateof  the  nation 
into  yourconfideration,  and  then  found  one  thereupon. 

Earl  of  Effingham  condemned  the  fpecch  and  the  addrefs  Btrl  of 
in  the  ftrongefl  terms.     He  faid  the  minifler  had  put  words  •^#*^**^ 
into  the  King's  mouth,  which  tended  to  hold  forth  an  idea, 
that  Parliament  bsid  planned  the  meafures  which  bad  for  a  feries 

C  2  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


it  PARLIAMENTARY       A.  177!. 

years  been  purfucd  rcfpefting  America.  The  contrary  was 
notorious ;  Parliament  had  been  kept  in  all  pol&ble  igno- 
rance by  a<]miniftration,  who  alone  had  planned  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  had  proved  fo  dcftruaivc  to  Great  Britain,  and 
to  which  the  lofs  of  America  was  folely  afcribablc.  That 
all  along  indeed,  the  miniftry  had  artfully  endeavoured  to 
colour  their  bad  policy,  under  the  name  of  the  King,  and 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament.  That  they  had  prcfum- 
cd  to  fay  the  whole  war  was  planned  by  his  Majefly,  whofe 
plan  it  po  more  was  than  it  was  his.  His  Majefty  had  too 
much  generofity  to  have  fchcmed  a  fyftem  fo  oppofite  to  every 
idea  of  liberality,  juftice,  and  humanity.  His  Lordfliip  went 
on  to  Ihew  in  what  other  points  the  words  of  the  fpeech  and 
addrefs  were  fallacious  and  ill  founded  !  he  faid,  that  fo  far 
from  attempting  to  conciliate  matters,  adminiftration  had, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  done  every  thing  to 
aggravate  America,  and  widen  the  breach  between  her  and 
the  mother  country  ;  that  therefore  what  the  fpeech  called 
conciliatory  meafiires,  might  properly  be  ranked  among  their 
vigorous  and  adiye  exertions,  tie  blamed  them  for  their 
repeated  affurances  to  Parliament  that  France  would  not  in- 
terfere, and,  be^ed  them  to  recoUeft  that  they  had  heard 
^gain  and  again,  at  leaft  from  o|ie  lide  of  the  Hpufe,  that 
Frsipce  would  certainly,  according  to  her  conflant  pra£lice, 
take  advantage  of  our  embarraiTments,  and  endeavour  to  rcr 
trievc  her  credit.  The  E^rl  went  pvcr  the  ground  of  the 
argument^  of  adminiftration  laft  fefHon,  and  in  particular 
accufed  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  of  having  failed  in 
his  promife  to  the  Houfe  refpefting  the  ftate  of  the  navy. 
The  noble  Earl,  he  faid,  had  declared,  **  that  in  his  opi- 
nion no  perfon  ought  to  hold  the  office  of  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  unlefs  he  always  took  care  to  have  ^t  home  a 
larger  force  than  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  could  fend  againft 
us.'*  Has  this  been  the  cafe  as  yet,  although  qnly  one 
branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  in  arms  againft  us  ? 
On  the  contrary  Were  we  not  inferior  every  where  t  That 
.  i  (he  begged  to  be  ynderftood)  wherever  our  fleets  met 
the  fleets  of  France.  His  (^ordfliip  fpoke  of  the  affair  off 
Breft ;  and  after  having  in  a  loofe  and  defultory  manner,  ad^ 
verted  to  various  other  particulars,  concluded  with  objefting 
Ito  the  addrefs. 
Bvi  9f  ^slA  of  SuffhU  faid,  that  (be  noble  Earl  [Coventry]  had 

i*/fl/i.       ppei}ed  his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  he  never fetraded  his  opi- 
nion refpeding  Aquerica,    lie  could  ixuly  afllrni  the  fame. 
'   '  •  The 
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Tbe  iioiyle  eirl  had  likewife  imputed  all  our  mtafbrtttn^  to 
the  corrnptions,  and  public  uid  private  vices  ct  the  times  ; 
aod  fuppofed,  that  no  meafores  of  ftate  received  the  fandion 
of  Parliament)  till  preceded  by  a  thorough  reformation.  For 
hfs  party  he  could  anfwcfr  for  one,  that  his  condu£t  was  hot 
influenced  by  any  fuch  motives.  He  hid  neither  penlion^ 
finecnre,  nor  reveriion,  and  he  could  fafely  add,  though  placed 
in  a  very  high  office  under  his  fovereign,  he  was  unconfcioosof 
bring  iQuattd  by  any  oth^r  motives,  but  a  zeal  and  duty  for  the 
iiiter^fts  for  hit  King  and  country.  When  therefore  he  gave  his 
fentioients,  either  in  his  official  fituation,  or  as  a  Biember  of 
that  tidufe,  he  ihould  continue  to  give  them  without  referve  | 
little  regarding  what  interpretation  might  be  pUt  upon  themi 
beini^perfediy  fatisfied  of  the  reditudeof  his  own  intentioht. 

He  faid,  he  had  n6  thoughts  of  rifine  thus  early,  had  not 
he  perceived  a  chafm  in  the  debate;  and  left  befng  called  up- 
pon  by  a  noble  Earl  over  the  way  [Effingham]  to  explain, 
hit  iilence  ihould  be  deemed  either  as  proceeding  from  tn» 
attention  to  the  Houfe,  or  admitting  What  h^  been  urged 
by  the  noble  Lord,  to  be  true  as  ftated,  [His  Lordfliip  how* 
ever  forgetting  the  qtieftioh  put  to  him  by  the  noUe  Earl, 
proceeded  without  further  notice.] 

The  noble  Earl  [Coventry]  find,  that  feveral  noble  Lords 
who  fupported  the  American  meafures,  had  been  taught  by 
experience  to  give  them  up,  it  might  be  a  very  good  reafon  j 
but  fince  the  uft  feffion,  circumftances  had  changed,  that 
reafoo  might  operate  with  feveral  other  noble  Lords  to  change 
their  fentiments,  on  account  of  a  different  face  of  affiiirt. 
The  conteft  originally  exifted  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies;  the  grounds  of  cohteft  were  ihifted;  it  was  no 
longer  a  queftion,  whether  America  was  to  fubmit,  but  whe- 
ther file  would  accept  of  the  moft  mild  and  equitable  terms, 
even  according  to  hier  o#n  ideas ;  or  becoiifidered  as  an  opeii 
enemy,  in  alliance  with  a  perfidious  and  dangerous  foe :  fo 
that,  although  it  might  be  the  opinion  of  feveral  of  their  Lord- 
fhips,  that  America  fome  time  fince  was  not  worth  the  rifque 
and  expence  of  recovering,  as  part  of  the  dominions  of  thte 
Britiih  crown,  the  queftion  was  now  quite  difterent ;  it  was, 
whether  we  ihould  fubmit  to  France  and  America,  and  per- 
mit them  to  dilate  their  own  terms.  In  this  view,  the  ie- 
veral  negatives  given  to  the  motion  plainly  amounted  to  this: 
We  will  not  fupport  you  againft  France ;  it  being,  in  the 
rprefent  ibte  of  affairs,  impoffible  to  feparate,  even  in  idea^ 
France  from  America.  Indeed  the  Congrefs  have  told  the 
Commt ffioftcra  dire&ly  ibj  it  it  evident^  therefore)  that  putting 
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a  direA  negative  to  the  addrefs,  would  be  no  lefs  than  fab- 
mitting  to  any  terms  France  might  think  proper  to  prefcribe  ; 
and  that  at  a  time,  when  a  contrary  condudt  was  (o  obvi- 
oufly  neceflary,  fer  the  maintaining  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown,  and  promoting  and,  fecuring  the  profperity 
and  fafetyofthe  kingdom^  The  beft  way,  in  his  opinion, 
to  obtain  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace,  was  to  convince  our 
enemies  that  we  were  both  willing  and  able  to  purfue  the 
war  with  vigour.  Would  the  noble  Lords  who  object  to  the 
motion,  have  us  add refs  France,  in  the foHowinfj;  terms  ?  "  We 
are  miferably  fituated ;  our  refources  are  exhaufted ;  our  power 
has  departed,  pray  give  us  peace/'  Alarming  indeed,  would 
be  the  fate  of  this  country,  if  fuch  abjeft' language  were 
adopted,  or  fuch  pufillanimous  counfels  purfued.  The  noble 
Lords  had  much  infifted  on  the  deplorable  ftate  of  this  coun- 
try, both  inVefpefl  of  its  domeftic  fituation,  and  its  ftate  re- 
fpe^ing  other  powers ;  one  of  them  in  particular  [Lord  Co- 
ventry] had  talked  much  of  the  fituation  of  America,  and 
pointed  out  three  different  modes  of  extricating  ourfelves 
from  our  prefent  difficulties*  The  firft,  by  coercion ;  the  fe- 
cond,  by  declaring  America  independent ;  and  the  third, 
that  idea  long  fince  exploded,  of  withdrawing  our  troops 
and  armies,'  which  was  indeed  involved  in  the  fecond,  the 
propofition  which  exclufively  met  the  noble  Earl's  approba- 
tion, God  forbid  that  he  mould  ever  be  a  witnefs  to  that 
Houfe  avowing  the  independency  of  America  !  Would  his 
Lordfhip,  who  had  faid  fo  much  to  prove,  that  a  plan  of 
coercion  was  impradicable,  infer  that  we  were  incapable  of 
continuing  the  war  ?  Would  he  infer,  that  becaufe  from  ad« 
verfe  accidents,  and  circumftances  not '  forefeen  or  provided 
againft,  we  had  not  met  with  that  degree  of  fuccefs  our  exer- 
tions gave  us  reafon  to  expefl,  that  America  was  irretrieveably 
16ft,  and  for  ever  lopt  off,  as  the  noble  Earl  exprefled  himfol^ 
from  this'country  ?  if  the  noble  Earl  was  fully  of  ihatQpinion, 
he  begged-Ieave  to  aflure  him,  that  the  contrary  was  the  fad  ; 
and,  that  his  conciufions  muft  of  courfe  prove  erroneous  i 
We  were,  he  confefied,  furrounded  with  numerous  difficult 
ties,  and  threatened  with  great  danger ;  but  our  refources 
were  not  exhaufted,  our  fpirit  was  not  broken.  We  had 
more  than  once  rofe  fuperior  to  greater  difficulties,  extricated 
ourfelves  from  greater  embarraflfments,  and  furmounted 
dangers  much  more  alarming,  becaufe  immediately  aflFeding 
us,  as  a  free  and  independent  nation.  But  fuppoAng  the 
noble  Earl's  pofition  to  be  ever  fo  clear,  fattsfadory,  and 
concluiive  j  the  addieis  as  a  meafure  of  ftate,  ftill  ftood  clear 
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of  all  ground  of  fdid  objedion.  The  fpeech  imported  no 
more  than'a  communication  to  Parliament  of  the  danger  of 
the  kingdom  from  the  perfidy  of  France.  Could  it  be  a 
queftion  with  that  Houfe,  what  was  the  proper  condud  on 
fuch  an  occafion  ?  That  is,  whether  their  Lordihips  (hould 
aiTure  his  Majefty  of  their  ready  fupport,  under  the  prefenC 
circumftances,  or  without  propofing  any  amendment,  to  meet 
the  objedionable  part  of  the  addrefs,  give  a  dired,  unqualified 
negative  to  the  whole. 

Another  noble  Earl  [Briftol]  wiflies  only  to  fufpend  the 
addre fs,  till  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  minifters : 
this  is  a  moft  extraordinary  propofition  indeed;  it  has  all  the 
defeAs  of  a  dtred  negative,  under  the  idea  of  procuring  a  re- 
mote and  uncertain  advantage.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  a  particular  enquiry,  fo  that  it  be  properly  and  ju- 
dicioufly  conduced ;  but  I  would  have  it  made  in  fucn  a 
manner,  that,  if  fet  on  foot,  it  (hould  not  afterwards  be  de- 
feated }  that  the  two  Houfes  being  engaged  on  the  fanie  ob- 
jeA,  they  ihould  not  cla(h  with  each  other.  As  for  general 
enquiries,  I  muft  confefs  I  do  not  much  approve  of  them; 
they  ufuaiiv  terminate  ineffeAually ;  if  therefore  an  enquiry^ 
ihould  be  tnought  neceflary,  let  it  be  fpecifically  pointed  ;  and 
let  it  be  fo  ordered,  that  all  the  declared  purpofes  of  it  may 
be  praAicable,  and  fully  attainable. 

His  Lordihip  returned  to  the  general  argument,  refpeAing 
the  impropriety  and  pufiUanimity  of  relinquifhing  America, 
and  the  means  ftill  left  in  our  power  to  compel  her  to  an  ac-. 
knowledgment  of  the  fovereigoty  of  the  parent  ftate ;  but  , 

fuppofing  every  argument  of  the  noble  Earl  was  allowed  its 
full  weight ;  he  begged  to  fay,  that  America  would  not  be 
totally  loft ;  there  were  other  means  in  our  power,  which 
had  yet  remained  untried.  Thofe  means  were  as  yet  abftain- 
ed  from ;  but  if  the  alternative  came  to  be  balanced,  relinquifh 
America,  or  adopt  thofe  means ;  that  would  come  to  be  a 
queftion  of  a  very  ferious  and  important  confideration.  For 
his  part,  he  did  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  he  was  of  opinion 
that  America  ought  not  to  be  relinquiOied,  nor  would  he  ever 
confent  to  fuch  a  feparation.  We  had  it  ftill  in  our  power 
to  make  her  feel  the  force  of  this  country^  though  hitherto  out 
of  maternal  tendernefs,  Great  Britain  had  forborne  to  exert  it; 
how  long  the  fame  fpirit  of  unexampled  lenity  and  forbear- 
ance might  continue,  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend 
upon  future  events  and  intermediate  circumftances. 

His  Lordfliip  concluded,  that  the  addrefs  went  no  further 
than  a  general  declaration  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  a  war 
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againft  France  ^  if  ft  war  wit))  America  AouU  be  involved 
in  ^  refiilapce  ^o  the  perfidioiis  amd  iofqleat  demands  of 
France,  cbftt  was  not  im^putablp  ejther  to  the  minifters.  Par- 
li^m^nt,  or  (be  nation  ^t  l^rgp.  Jt  was  a  juft  war ;  it  was 
now  b(pcpn)c  abfolHtely  nefreilary,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  pub- 
lic fpcurit/f  as  the  preferv^tion  c^  our  national  interefts;  tbofe, 
therefore,  \^ho  n^ig^t  vote  for  the  addrefs,  as  moved^  would 
yq{p  {qr  thj^t  (ecurity,  and  thofe  interefts. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Derby  hoped,  he  {hould  not  be  charged  with  in- 

^^h*        ^Qnff(leficy.of  condud,  in  fpea)ciog  and  voting  againft  the 
addrefs  mqyed  by  the  noble  Puke,  for    he  ftill  was  ftea« 
X         dy  tp  0|(  principle  ^rft  taken  up  and  maintained   by  him, 
both  in  the  othtrf  Houfe  and   hc^re,  which  was,  that  Great 
Britain   as  the  parent  ftate,  had  a  right  to  tax  America,  for 
certain  pprpofcF,  and  on  particular  occaftons  ^  fuch  as  either 
regarded  the  general  defence  of  the  empire,  or  were  di reded 
to  its  c^ljeSive  ilrength,  and  the  joint  profperity  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  pf  which  it  was  compofed.     He  was  not  a(bamed 
to  acknowledge,  that  he  ftrenuoufly  fupported  adihiniftrs^ion 
|n  the  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  that  fight;  bqt  finding  the  at- 
tempt to  have  failed,  by  the  weak  and  impolitic  conduA  of 
fninif^crs,  and  deeming   it   t^yr  totally   imprafiicable,    he 
(bought  it  \iis  duty  to  withhold  his  farther  fupport  from 
men  unworthy  of  public  confidence,  and  from  n?eafures,  which 
infift  jnpvitably  iniCcarry,  he  feared,  in  the  beii  and  moft  able 
hands,    llie  pnoment  of  fupcefs  was  pafTed,  and  ruin  would» 
in  all  hjupian  probability,  be  the  confequence  of  attempting  to 
catch  at  fbat,  >vhicb  was  now  for  ever  beyond  our  reach. 
Jlis  Lordibip  faid,  he  could  not  rcftrain  the  indignation  he 
felt  at  the  hints  thrown  put  by  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  Iaft» 
jel^tive  to  the  means  intended  to  be  adopted  in  future  againft 
jV^erica ;  which  he  piefumed  implied  an  intention  of  burning 
Jt^r  to^ns,  butchering  her  innocent  and  defencelef»  iqha- 
bitSMits,    in  cold  blood  ^  maflacring  old  men,  women,  and 
every  degree  of  the  defencel^fs  of  both  fexes",  to  the  infant  on 
the  breai^:  of  relying  folely  on  the  tomahawk  and  fcalping 
Jk^ife,  or  in.  tfit  language  of  the  noble  E?il,  upon  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  ^he  having  reK)urce  to  thofe  means  which  God  and 
nature  had  put  into  our  hands.     HisLord(bip  was  here  pro- 
ceeding vfith  great  vehemence,  and  branding  the  authors  and 
adviiers  of  fo  horrid  and  diabolical  a  plan  of  coercion,  with  the 
^0^  pointed  epithets,  whe^ 
tofd  5«/«        Lord  SuffhU  being  called  vpon  by  him  toexplain,  bis  Lord- 
/«ft«J        .^ip  rofe  and  obferved,  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  extreme- 
.  ly  ^o^prpper,  to  be  thus  fpecificallj  called  upon^  by  any  fpe^Jcer, 
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in. die  CQurfe  of  his  fpeecb,  to  explain.  When  he  thbugttt 
propqr  to  reply  to  the  noble  Earl,  he  ^^uld  give  fuch  an  an« 
Averasbisownjudgment  (hould  .fiiggeft;  but,  in  the  prefent 
%Ate  of  the  debate,  heioojced  upon  it  to  be  contrary  to  order, 
to  be  thus  prcfied  co  give  a  negative  or  affirmative  to  the  in- 
terpretation put  by  the  noble  Earl  upon  a  pafiage  in  his 
fpccch. 

Earl  of  Drri^  proceeded.  He  avowed  his  ignorance  of  the  Earl  of 
m^re  forms  of  debate,  and  afked  pardon  of  the  Houfe  and  the  ^^^h* 
roble  Earl,  if  he  had  tranfgrefled  them.  He  however  Tub* 
mitted  to  their  Lordfliip.<;,  whether  he  had  betrayed  any  want 
of  candour,  as  he  had  taken  up  the  expreffions  which  alarmed 
him,  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  noble  Ear)  had  delivered  them. 
The  noble  Earl's  refufing  to  reply,  and  only  calling  him  to 
order  for  a  breach  of  the  ufages  of  the  debate,  ferved  farther  to 
confirm  him,  that  his.fufpicions  were  well  founded;  he  there- 
fore was  well  warranted  in  affirming,  that  this,  and  this  only, 
was  the  true  conftruAion  of  the  objedionable  words,  and 
what  they  fairly  imported,  which  he  would  nothefitate  to  de- 
clare, to  be  a  moft  inhumane,  barbarous  mode  of  makintf 
war,  and  no  lefs  cruel  than  impolitic;  becaufe  it  would 
teach  our  enemies  to  retaliate,  and  leave  our  own  fubje^^s^ 
in  every  quarter  ofthc  globe,  open  to  all  the  horrors  of  fimilar 
cruelty  and  barbarity  both  in  refped  of  their  lives  and  properties. 

His  Lordfhip  went  into  a  general  condemnation  of  the  con- 
duSofthe  miniftry,  refpeding  General  Burgoynci  and  waf 
extremely  fevereupon  adminiftration,  for  the  treatment  of  his 
relation.  He  likcwife  went  into  a  general  detail  of  what  he 
called  their  (bameful  condud  towards  almoft  every  admiral 
and  general  who  had  accepted  of  a  fuperior  command,  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  contcft  with  America.  He 
defcribed  General  Burgoyne  as  an  officer  who  had  done  his 
utmoft  to  ferve,  his  country,  and  who  had  been  moft  cruelly 
dealt  with,  and  treacherouJIy  treated,  by  thofe  to  whofe  igno- 
rance and  incapacity  that  fatal  expedition  under  his  com-* 
mand  might  be  fairly  imputed.  Minifters,  he  inftfted,  had 
taken  up  meafures  by  hearfay,  and  adopted  them  without  ex^ 
amination  ;  they  planned  by  guefs,  and  decided  at  random  ; 
their  fyftem  was  founded  in  doubt,  and  was  now  defended 
by  treachery  and  deceit.  The  propofed  war  bore  the  worft 
complexion.  Canibals  and  favages  would  be  afhamed  of  it* 
]t  was  mean,  it  was  cowardly,  to  punifli  when  conqueft  was 
reiinquiflied ;  it  was  a  gratiiicatien  of  the  worft  and  moft  un- 
manly of  paffions,  being  founded  in  that  diabolical  principle^ 
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^    of  doing  mifchicf  for  mifchicf *s  fake ;  it  was  unworthy  of 
Chriftians,  unworthy  of  Britons,  and  unworthy  of  men. 

His  Lordfhip  next  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Earl  [Plymouth]  who  had  feconded  theaddrefs,  refpeft- 
ing  the  miferable  and  diftrefled  ftate  of  the  manufafiurers  and 
mechanics  in  the  feveral  towns  in  his  neighbourhood ;  and 
faid,  he  drew  a  very  different  conculfion  from  the  fame  pre- 
mifes  }  for  inftead  of  their  being  reafons  to  go  to  war  with 
France  and  America  united,  he  thought  they  afforded  the 
•  moft  felf-cvident  proofs  of  the  neceffity  of  avoiding  to  ru(h 
blindly  into  a  war,  which,  if  profecuted  on  the  plan  ap- 
proved of  in  the  addrefs,  muft,  inftead  of  alleviating 
thofe  miferies,  fo  pathetically  defcribed  by  the  noble  Earl,  in- 
creafe  them  tenfold. 

This  was  a  new  mode  of  remedying  one  evil,  by  introduce, 
ing  another  of  infinitely  greater  magnitude.  The  noble  Earl 
had  fpoken  only  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  towns  in  his  own  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  he  could  contribute  to  multiply  the 
examples,  fwell  the  melancholy  catalogue,  and  heighten  the 
picture;  there  was  not  a  trading,  commercial,  or  manu- 
faduring  town  in  the  kingdom,  he  believed,  which  had  not 
in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  felt  the  dire  effetfts  of  the  prefent 
war.  He  could  fpeak  with  confidence  of  fome  in  his  own 
neighbourhood.  The  once-flouriihin^  and  opulent  town 
'  of  Liverpool,  near  which  he  lived,  afforded  a  moft  melan- 
choly proof  of  the  innumerable  mifchiefs  caufed  by  the  prefent 
war ;  it  would  have  been  ruined,  but  for  the  fuccefs  of  its 
privateers,  and  the  uncommon  fpirit  of  enterprize  with  which 
its  inhabitants  of  every  rank  united  themfelves  ;  their.efforts 
had  indeed  been  remarkably  fuccefsful.  It  however  was  a 
known  fad,  that  there  was  an  end  to  their  good  fortune.  Pri- 
vateering would  not  long  continue  a  lucrative  trade ;  the 
fuccefs  could  be  felt  but  by  a  fewy  and  when  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  it  were  fcartered  and  funk  in  the  general  mafs,  the 
former  diftrcffcs  of  the  merchants  and  traders  would  (hortlv 
return,  a  few  fortunate  adventurers  only  excepted. 

His  Lordfhip  returned  to  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
which  had  been  hinted  by  the  noble  Earl  in  office.     He  faid, 
'  it  was  true,  our  coafts  were  pretty  well  guarded ;  but  let  their 

Lordfhips  ferioufly  refledt  on  the  danger  they  would  be 
liable  to,  from  the  depredations  of  French  frigates,  letters  of 
marque,  &c«  in  fituations  far  diftant  from  ports,  places  of 
defence,  &c,  in  which  event,  the  crews  of  thofe  vcffeis  a&ing 
upon  principles  equally  humane,  might  in  turn  become  the 
perpetrators  of  the  ucmoft  cruelty  and  brutality. 

The 
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The  Earl  declared  be  was  fo  far  from  objeding  to  punifh- 
ing  the  perfidy  of  France,  that  he  really  thought  the  fpeech 
did  not  defcribe  the  condud  of  that  court  in  terms  fufficient* 
ly  marking  and  fufficiently  abhorrent.     He  begged  the  Lords 
in  office  to  recoUefl,  that  he  was  one  of  the  firft  in  that 
Moufe  to  declare  he  thought  the  French  refcript  an  abfo- 
lute  declaration  of  war.     He  had  fo  much  of  the  Englifh- 
man  left,  that  he  felt  a   degree  of  indignation,  fcarcely  in 
his  power  to  keep  under  proper  bounds,  when  he  refleded  on 
the  mean,  the  unjuft,  the  treacherous  part  France  had  a£led 
refpeding  Great  Britain  ;  that  he  was  ready  to  join  in  any 
proper  plan,  to  retaliate  on  a  foe  fo  totally  deftitute  of  every 
good,  every  honeft  principle.     That  it  was  however  right  for 
their  Lordfliips  to  confider  their  ability  and  fituation,  as  far 
as  it  regarded  their  defires  to  punifh  France;  a  man  was  not 
to  run  hts  own,  head  againft  a  ftone  wall,  in  order  to  be  re- 
venged of  another  perfon.     The  prefent  moment  was  unfa* 
vourable  ; .  it  was  neither  politic  nor  prudent  to  attempt  the 
chaftifement  of  France  juft  at  this  time.     France  had  joined 
America  ;  Spain  was  expe'Sed  to  join  France;  Hoi  I         as 
a  commercial  nation,  would  moft  probably  enter  into  treaty 
with  America;  all  the  world  might  follow  the  example  of 
.  France !  Would  minifters  go  to  war  with  all  the  world  ?  For 
if  their  fole  reafon  for  going  to  war  with  France  now,  was 
her  having  entered  into  a  treaty  with  America^  the  fame  rea- 
fon mieht  involve  them  in  univerfal  war.     Let  them  confider 
our  loifes,  the  ftate  of  our  finaces,    the  ftate  of  our  forces. 
We  might  almoft  be  faid  to  be  without  men,  without  money^ 
and  without  an  ally! 

His  Lord(hip,  in  the  courfe  of  bis  fpeech,  urged,  in  very 
ftrong  terms,  the  neceiEty  of  a  change  of  men  as  well  as  a 
change  of  meafures^ 

Bilhop  of  Peterbgrougb.  It  is  a  melancholy  juftification  BiAopor 
of  their  opinion,  which  thofe  who  differ  from  the  majority  oi Ptttritwgk 
your  Lordfhips  have  this  day  in  the  event  of  their  predidlions, 
that  what  a  few  months  ago  was  only  probable  conjecture, 
is  now  hiflory ;  nor  needed  it  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  to 
forefee,  that  meafures  planned  and  perfevered  in,  on  partial 
and  erroneous  information,  muft  foon  or  late  naturally  end 
in  difappointment  and  difgrace. 

Would  to  God  that  the  decreafe  of  foreign  empire  were  the 
only  calamity  we  have  to  lament :  unhappily  for  us,  the  fame 
fyflem  of  councils  which  have  loft  the  empire  of  America, 
have  likewife  involved  us  in  a  ruinous  war  at  home. 

D  2  I  readily 
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t  tcadily  agree  with  the  rtoWc  Dttke  ^o  mtrvhi  this  ad- 
itefSf  in  laying  ftiuch  of  the  blame  on  the  perfidy  of  France. 
.  Her  condud  has  certainly  not  been  confiftent  with  the  mo* 
rat  principles  of  truth  or  juftice  ;  biit  he  muft.have  little  ac- 
quslihtance  with  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  who  could  truft  al- 
together to  thofe  principles  for  fccurity,  a^ainft  the  intereft 
and  ambition  of  a  rival  (late,  whofe  profeflTed  objeds  are 
wealth  and  empire. 

It  never  could  be  reafonabty  expeded  that  France;  of  fa 
high  a  fpirit  as  (he  is,  (hould  forget  at  once  the  humiliation 
of  the  laft  War,  and  negleft  the  favourable  opportunity  which 
we  ourfclves  afforded  her,  to  retrieve  her  credit  and  gratify 
her  refentment. 

I  prefume  not,  my  Lords,  however,  to  dflFfer  any  opinion 
Bow  far  it  may  be  prinlent  or  neceflkry  to  perfift  in  a  war 
with  France.  Wc  feem  to  be  in  this  untoward  dilemma; 
cither  we  muft  fubmit  to  the  indignity  which  France  has  put 
Upon  us,  or  for  the  fame  rfeafon  declare  war  againft  every 
ftate  that  {hall  d^re  to  aeknoWledge  the  independence  bf 
America. 

One  thing,  indeed,  appears  very  evident,  thatinthe  prefbnt 
fituation'of  our  affairs,  while  it  is  fefen  that  neither  our  force 
can  compel,  nor  our  propofitiohs  lull  America  into  tubmiff^ 
fion  ;  when  Great  Britain  is  drained  of  her  veteran  troops^ 
and  Ireland  in  a  ftate  alniofl:  dcfencelefs ;  when  the  coafts  of 
France  ^fe  covered  with  her  arrtiies,  and  her  fleets  arte  fpread- 
ing  over  the  ocean  ;  when  our  natidnal  credit  is  fo  low,  and 
the  debt  already  fo  enormous  ;  it  is  evident,  Ifay,  that  we 
are  not  in  a  condition  to  contend  againfl:  the  unit^  forc^  of 
Fraii'cc  and  America.  The  attempt  would  be  rafhnefs,  and 
the  expence  of  even  viftory  itffclf  ]irobably  prove  our  ruin, 

I  cannot,  th-refore,  give  my  afient  to  theaddrefs,  as  moved 
ty  the  noble  Duke  ;  becaufe,  that  although  it  is  fpecious  in 
its  profcflions  of  fupp.^rt  againtt  the  common  enemy,  yet  it 
^1  yes  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  hope  we  are  to  withdraw  our  forces 
from  America. 

I  muft.  however,  beg  your  Lordfhips  will  do  me  the  juftice 
to  believe,  th^t  whatever  may  have  fallen  from  me  upold  this 
iubjefl:,  has  proceeded  from  no  -perfonal  or  private  view 
whatever ;  I  know  it  is  my  dutv  to  fupport  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  peace  ^nd  prdfperity  of 
iny  country. 

Happy  had  it  been  for  both,  if  Great  Britain,  while  pof- 
f^Rci  of  tbefe  bleffings,  bad  but  known  their  value,  and  been 

content 
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content  td  h«fe  eiijoytd  theoi}  wtib  an  eqoad  voi  grateful 
mind. 

•  Sti>l  fortnnate  had  it  been  for  vs^  if  tile  wsirning  h  frt* 
ijaently  repeated  had  been  attended  to  in  time,  to  have  pre*  - 
vented  things  coming  to  this  fatal  extremity  -,  the  only  hope 
under  God*s  bleffing  novr  remaining,  is,  that  as  we  cannot 
but  be  fenfible  of  our  political  errors,  we  may  have  virtue 
enough  ftill  left  td  acknowledge  themi  and  that  henceforth, 
laying  afide  for  ever  the  vain  itfea  of  unconditional  fubniffion, 
#e  may  once  more  return  to  thofe  principles  of  moderation^ 
^hich  had  raifed  this  country  lo  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory, 
and  which  alone  can  ever  render  the  government  of  it  eafy 
and  fecure,  fo  long  as  we  remain  a  brave  and  free  people. 

Earl  of  Sandwich.  It  has  been  altogether  unufual  for  Earl  oT 
me  to  rifii  on  fuch  a  day  as  this,  having  never  been  engaged  **"'**^* 
in  a  debate  upon  the  adarefs ;  nor  fliould  I  now,  were  it  not  to 
expref^  my  jlfldniihment  at  the  attempt  made  to  put  an  un« 
qualified  anddireft  negative  upon  the  whole  contents.  I  have 
beehalmoft  forty  years  a  member  of  thil^llloufe,  and  do  not 
recoili^St  another  ihitance,  in  which  a  nerative  has  been  at*  ' 
tempted  to  be  put  on  the  addrefs  ^  in  aniwer  to  the  fpeech 
f^om  the  throne ;  for  what  doef  Aich  a  negative  import,  in 
its  nature  and  effeds  too,  when  confidered'in  the  p.refent  in* 
ftance,  but  that  although  his  Majefty  comes  to  Parliament 
to  feek  the  aid  of  his  fubjeds,  towards  del «*atin^  and  repeU 
ling  the  infidious  and  traitorous  deiigns  o^  France,  openly 
abetted  by  our  rebel  fubjefls,  the  propofet'  negative  fub* 
ftantially  anfvbiers,  **  we  will  not?"  The  ufual,  I  may  fay, 
the  invariable  khode  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  is  when 
either  the  contents  of  the  Whole  fpeech  is  B^t  approved  of 
by  arty  of  your  Lordfhips,  to  propofe  an  'amendment,  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  addrefs^  but  the  title,  is  left  out,  and 
another  introduced  under  the  firft  title,  recommending  a 
contrary  or  a  varied  line  of  meafures ;  or  when  only  cer- 
tain paflages  iire  objeded  to,  by  moving  to  leave  them  out  ? 
or  laftly,  when  additional  meafures  are  thought  neceflary, 
by  making  an  amendment  which  (hall  contain  fuch  addi- 
tional meafures.  How  does  the  cafe  ftand  ?  Inftead  of  keep- 
ing the  title,  and  moving  to  leave  out  the  remainder  of  the 
addrefs,  of  omitting  certain  paflages,  or  adding  or  introducing 
another  paragraph  or  paragraphs,  the  conftant  ufage  of  Par- 
liament on  fuch  occaflons,  we  hear  nothing  oflFered  this  night, 
but  a  fimple  unconditional  negative. 

As  to  the  addrefs  itfelf,  confidertd   upon  every  principle 
pf  Ibund  policy,  and  every  OKXive  of  propriety,  it  meets  with 
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my  moft  hearty  approbation,  /lorcan  I  perceive  a  (ingle  ob- 
jedion  of  any  weight,  which  can  poflibly  be  urged  againft  it; 
ttnlefs  an  inceflant  deflre  of  oppoftng  every  meafure,  fuggefted 
by  the  prefent  adminiAration,  be  fuBicienc  to  give  energy  and 
force  to  every  thing  which  a  captious  dcfire  to  find  fault  may 
think  proper  to  direft  that  way.  1  entirely  unite  with  the 
noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  in  his  idea  of  the  real  queftion, 
and  approve  of  his  manner  of  ftating  it.  <^  His  Majefty  has 
told  his  Parliament,  and  told  them  truly,  that  the  kingdom 
is  in  danger,"  and  aflcs  their  fupport  againft  France.  Will 
any  one  of  your  Lordfhips  call  himfelf  an  £!nglifhmao,  or 
a  Briton,  and  vet  refufe  your  fupport  againft  a  foe,  who 
without  the  leaft  provocation,  has  broke  through  the  faith 
of  treaties,  and  not  only  has  joined  America  upon  principles 
of  commerce,  but  has  a&ualiy  commenced  open  hoftilitiea 
againft  Great  Britain. 

Whatever  other  motives  I  had  for  rifing  in  this  debate,  I 
doubt  much  that  I  {hould  have  troubled  your  Lordfhips  this 
night,  were  it  po^^  take  notice  of  fomething  which  fell 
from  two  noble  £<irls  over  the  way,  early  in  the  evening. 

The  noble  EarL  [Effingham  J  was  pleafed  to  remind  me  of 
what  had  fallen  fr^m  me  1  iveral  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
feffion.  I  believe  :he  noble  E^rl  is  no  ftranger  to  the  ufages 
of  this  Houfe,  whtch  forbid  the  taking  notice  of,  referring  to, 
or  arguing  upon^  any  expreffion  which  was  ufed  in  a  former 
debate  J  but  I  willingly  wave  the  privilege  of  refufing  to 
anfwer;  on  the  Contrary,  I  am  much  obliged,  to  his  Lord- 
fliip  for  affording'  mean  opportunity  of  clearing  up  the  mat- 
ter, and  putting  it,  (hould  it  ever  be  again  mentioned,  upoa 
its  real  and  true  footing.  It  has,  I  muft  obferve,  been  fre- 
quently mifreprclTented  in  the  news-papers,  and  within  and 
without  this  Houfe.  I  am  fatisiied  the  noble  Earl  had  no 
intention  to  miflead;  yet  either  through  mifconception,  or 
want  of  recollediion,  he  has  mifquoted  my  words,  and  roif- 
taken  ^he  obvious  fenfe  of  them.  His  Lordfhip  fuppofes 
that  I  faid  early  in  the  laft  feffion,  that  I  would  undertake,  at  all 
times,  to  have  a  naval  force  equal  to  cope  with,  or  fuperior  to, 
any  which  the  united  efforts  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  would 
*  be  able  to  bring  againft  us.     I  confefs,   that  thefe  amount 

pretty  nearly  to  my  words ;  but  then  it  muft  be  confidered, 
that  this  general  opinion  had  relation  only  to  the  home  dc*- 
fencc;  behdes,  it  did  not  pretend  to  imply  any  afiertion,  that 
we  had  fuch  a  naval  force  ;  but  that  we  ought  to  have  a  force,  at 
all  times,  equal  to  cope  with  that  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
lam  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion,  chat  we  ought  i  nor  do  I  hold 
1  myfclf 
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mj(e\{  refponfible,  as  an  official  man,  that  we  have  not.  I 
a^  merely  minifterially,  under  the  fupreme  diredion  of  his 
Majefly's  councils,  and  can  never  therefore  by  any  rule  ot 
common  fenfe  or  common  jufttce,  be  deemed  farther  refpon- 
fible,  or  bound  by  any  engagement,  than  fo  far  as  I  am  en* 
abled  to  perform  it,  or  for  the  proper  employment  of  the 
means  of  defence  committed  to  my  charge. 

The  noble  Ear!  fays,  that  fo  far  from  being  equal  to  the 
united,  force  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  we  are  inferior  to  a 
fingle  branch  of  it,  that  of  France.  This  I  deny,  and  ami 
ready  to  meet  his  Lord(hip  upon  the  proof,  and  that  upon 
the  moft  incontrovertibla  fafts.  I  am  ready  to  maintain  it, 
as  a  general  poiition,  or  enter  into  particulars.  The  weftern 
fquadron,  under  Admiral  Keppe],  was  fuperior  that  of  France; 
the  number  that  engaged  it,  'tis  true,  was  equal ;  but  in  point 
of  eJflS6Kve  flrength,  ours  had  the  fupcriority  :  D'Orvilliers 
was  obliged  to  bring  two  fifty-gun  ihips  to  fiU  up  his  line  ; 
fo  that  we  had  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  in  the  engagement  off 
Breft,  while  France  had  only  twenty-eight.  Again,  though 
the  number  had  been  equal,  we  carried  170  guns  more 
than  they  did.  When  Mr.  Keppel  went  out  the  laft  time, 
our  fupcriority  was  ftill  greater  ;  for  we  bad  then  thirty-three 
ihips  of  the  line  of  battle,  among  which  there  was  an  en« 
creafed  proportion  of  three-deckers,  and  of  courfe  of  guns  ; 
which  I  believe  amounted  to  upwards  of  200  more  than  were 
carried  by  the  French  fquadron;  whereas  that  under  D'Or- 
villiers  never  exceeded  twenty-eight,  all  of  feventy-fbur  guns, 
or  under,  except  two  three-deckers.  On  the  Leeward  ffland 
ftation.  Admiral  Harrington  ;  at  Jamaica,  Sir  Peter  Parker  ; 
and  in  North  America,  we  were  confeflcdiy  fuperior.  The 
only  place  where  we  were  inferior,  was  in  the  Mediterranean ; 
there  a  naval  force  was  not  fo  much  required,  our  fortrefles  being 
fo  well  prepared ;  upon  the  whole,  therefore,  tnftead  of  France 
being  cither  equal  or  fuperior,  they  fell  very  (hort  of  us,  ex- 
cept in  the  inftance  already  mentioned ;  we  were  moft  cer- 
tainly confiderably  ftronger  than  them  in  the  Bay,  and  North 
America,  which  were  the  places  which  called  for  our  greateifc 
attention  and  moft  vigorous  exertions. 

Another  noble  Earl  [Briftol]  has  affirmed  that  our  navy  is 
ruined,  nay  almoft  annihilated ;  and  that  an  enquiry  ought 
to  precede  your  Lordfhips  giving  your  aflent  to  the  motion 
for  an  addrefs.  However  high  the  noble  Lord  may  ftand  in 
the  line  of  his  profeffion,  I  differ  fromi  him  both  as  to  the 
hSt^  and  of  courfe  the  propriety  of  the  deduAion  he  has    . 
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drawn  .from  it,  the  ncc^ty  of  sm  enquUy.  I  ;im  hot  ^gainft 
an  emjMiry,  upon  a  fficupcr  occ^fion,  and  at  a  convenient 
•iieafon  ;  but  I  think. enquiries  are  matters  of  a  ferlous  nature, 
and  ought  not  \q  be  taken  up  on  .every  uivial  oct:af&on,  or 
light  and  loofe  'fuggeftion.  Enquiries  ^lto  (he  condu6^  of 
.o)en  io  high  .ftations,  and  fuperior  commands,  imply  (ome 
foundation  for  cenAire,  no  matter  who  may  be  the  final  ob- 
ject of  k  ;  it  therefore  behoves  your  LordAiips  to  the  perfuad- 
ed,  thatfuch  a  ground  exifts,  and  not  pce-fuppoie  it  .does, 
.upon  loqie  difcourfes,  floating  opinions,  and  mere  fuggeftions. 
^11 1  can  fay,  fo  far  as  itcan.be  thought  to  reach  me,  is  that 
1  (hall  never  be  the  perfon  to  ftifle  an  enquiry,  or  flirinkfrom 
it  myfelf.  If  -however  roy  opinion  were  aflced,  whether  I 
thought  there  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  an  enquiry  fet  on  foot  ? 
I  {hould -fairly  and  candjdly  anfwer,  that  I  think  not. 

J  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  the  f^jccefs  of  the.weftern 
.fqqadronhas  potanfw^redtbe  public  expectation;  but  that  no 
more  renders  an.enquii^y  neceflary,  than  any  other  event  in 
which  the  fortune  of  war  is  .known  to  predominate.  I  ddre 
fuppoie,  that  the  two  gentlemen  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
Jjord  [Admirals  Keppel  and  Pallifer]  performed  their  .duty 
o^allantly  and  ably;  &nd  if  they,  in  the  iflfue  of  the  day,  fell 
HiOTt  of  the  public  eacpe^ftation,  it  is  only  to  be  attributed,  to 
tboje  accidents  to  which  the  naval  lervice  is  more  fubjeA 
'than  any  other ;  and  which  it  was  impoffible  for  the  utmoft 
ikill,  zoid,  and  bravery,  to  remedy  or  prevent. 

The  noble  Lord  haui  aflcrted,  as  a  pofitive  fa£l:,  that. the 
the  Brittfh  navy  is  annihilated*  I  am  not  afliamed  to  tell  the 
noble  Earl,  that  he  has  been  groffly  mifled  and  mifinformed. 
The  Bfiti(h  navy  is  not  annihilated  ;  but  the  very  reverfe, 
being  in  a  moft  flouriifaing  and  refpedable  condition.  I  am 
-ready  to  acknowledge  that  we  were  much  tod  flow  in  our  na- 
.val  as  well  as  military  preparations ;  which  tardinefs,  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  proceeded  from  a  miflaken  lenjty,  and  in  giv- 
ing a  degree  of  credit  to  theaflurances  of  other  powers,  to 
,which,  as  the  event  has  proved,  they,  were  not  entitled.  I 
an>  thoroughly  iati»fied,  if  earlier  and  mor«  decifive  meafures 
had  been  adopted,  the  revolt  of  our  colonies  would  never 
have  ri  fen  to  the  formidable  height  it :  has,  nor  brought  along 
with  it  thofe  alarming  confequences  which  we  now  feel  in 
part,  and  every  friend  to  his  country  has  reafon  to  lament ; 
•but  it  flinuld  be  conftdered,  that  the  conftitution  under  which 
we  live  -does  not  admit  of  .early  apd  decifive  exertions;  that 
•mixed  counfels  are  fubjed,  from  their  nature,  to  diflFeren<% 
iikf  .a|)Mnion }  that  thp  aifFairs  of  flatc  are  fubjed  to  various  dif. 

(u^ons  2 
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cuffionss  that  tho^c^olcqocnce  of  this  form  of  MnfaAing 
public  aiFair^  never  .fails  (o  <;reate  parties,  who  encertaia 
contrary  opiniom  on  the  meafure»  fubnvtted  to  their  ^oofi- 
deration,  the  iioa)  efFeft  of  which  i»f  that  we  are  tardy  at 
the  commencement  of  a  war  in  our  operations,,  and  efcen  lofe 
thofe  favpurabie  opportunities  of  awailiAg  ouffelvesofour  na- 
tive ftrBogch,  which  fcarccly  ever  aift^r  oeturn^  Bui  if  the 
noble  EapJ,  of  «|iy  other  perfom  wH)  i^ff,  that  we  have  failed 
in  point  of  prepwatioo  or  expedition,  or  fitting  out  nod  Aug* 
Bienting  our  naval  force,  &i)ce  France  has  opwy  avowed  tor 
intentions,  I  aro  ready  to  prove  tJae  direA  contrary ;  for  though 
hoftilities,  or  preparations ,  for  them,  only  commemeed  ia 
March,  I  can  prove  that  the  navy>  at  this  inftant,  is  in  a 
more  refpedable  ftata  thaivac  tn^  fipiimer  period  within  the 
fame  time.  Nay,  i  am  ready  tc^ptovcl,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
the  eafuing  twelve  months<»  which  will  Jbe  only  the  fecohd 
year  of  the  war,,  the  navy  will  be  neaHv^  if  not  enttrdy,  equdl 
to  whatit  waain  thefourthyearoftheliidft  war  ^  for  in  the  yeai^ 
1759,  which  wasrthe  fourth  of  the  bift  war  with  France,  our 
whole  force  confifted  of  no  mons  thail  ninetyv^feven  fliips  of 
the  line,  fevea  of  wbkh  had  faecor  taken  from  the  enemy  % 
and  I  will  be  bold  to  afirm,  that  our  nav^,  at  the  end  or 
twelve  months,  will  be  littky  '4  any  thmg^  fhortof  that 
complement. 

With  regard  to  the  heft  officers  beiog  recalled,  I  am  equals 
ly  at  a  iofs  to  guefs  the  noble  Lord's  ground  of  aliertion.  Nq 
naval  oflker,  that  I  recoUefi,  has  been  r<rcalled  but  Mr* 
Graves  and  Lord  Shouidham  (  neither  of  thefe  admirals  were 
recalled  in  the  manner  the  noble  Lord  defcribes,  to  be  diff 
miSed  or  difgraced;  but  merely  to  be  employed  upon  other 
fervices.  If  ^others  were  recalled,  they  were  recalled  at  theit 
own  reqyeft ;  the  charge  of  difgcace  or  ill  treatment,  caa 
apply  to  neither  defchption ;  your  Lordfhips  will  therefore 
jud^  how  far  the  aoUe  Earl's  afferdon  is  or  is  not  fupport* 
ed  byh£t. 

My  Lords^  I  cannot  help  being  much  fur prtt&ed  at  th« 
mode  of  oppofition  gioen .  to  the  piefent  propofed  addrefs  | 
becaufe,  in  my  opinion,  it  falls  little  fliort  of  an  aA  of  poli- 
tical fuicide;  for  it  plainly  goes  to  this,  an  abjed  fubmifioa 
to  any  terms  which  France  may  think  proper  to  impofe,  o^ 
an  a£lual  furrender  of  every  on^  of  our  dependencies,  nay,  o£ 
the  kingdom  ittblf.  But,  fnppofe  that  we  were  willing  ta 
purchafe  peace,  at  what  price  WQould  the  noble  Lords,  whp 
have  declared  their  intention  of  giving  a  neg|itivit  to  the 
meafures  recommended  ialb;  fpecch,  be  willing  to  purcbafe 
Vau  XIL  £  it  ? 
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h^  The   public  prints,  and  general  converradons,  have 

talked  of  great  conceffions  $  they  hare,  in  fome  inftances, 

been  fpecifically  pointed  out.    Now,  allowing  that  peace 

might  be  purcbafed  upon  fuch  ignominious  and  difgraceful 

termf ,  how  certain  could  we  be^that  thofe  conceffions  would 

not  be  followed  by  other  demands  of  a  more  humiliating  and 

infolent  nature  ?  Or,  fuppofing  that  they  would  not,   what 

furety  could  we  haye  that  others  [Spain]  when  they  found 

us  in  the  temper  of  granting^,  would  not  in  turn  improve  this 

-conceding  difpofition  to  their  own  advantage ;  till  at  length 

'every  one  of  our  polleffions  and  dependencies,  our  com- 

•merce,  and  every  other  benefit,  would  not  be  defired,  as  a 

-facrifice  to  the  ambition  ahd  avarice  of  our  treacherous  and 

inveterate  enemies  ?  The  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  on  the  other 

fide  [Lord  Derby]  aiked,  were  we  to  go  to  war  with  the 

whole  world  ?  No,  we  are  not  to  challenge  the  whole  world, 

bu^  if  air  the  world  will  make  war  upon  us  wantonly,  and 

without  caufe,  we  muft neceflarily  pppofe  all  the  worid.  [A 

little  Jifirdin]    Let  noble  Lords  underftand  me,  I  do  not 

mean  to  have  fuppofed,  that  all  the  world  will  unite  againft 

us ;  but  only  if  they  were  to  attack  us,  we  muft  endeavour 

to  defend  ourfelves  (  a  perfon  attacked  will  naturally  rcful 

hiiaflailant.    His  Lordfliip  (aid,  he  would  never  confent  to 

any  conceffion  whatever;  recommended  unanimity,  and  the 

iDoftdecifive  and  vigorous  exertions ;  and  iaid,  he  would  gtve 

bi^  hearty  aflent  to  the  addrefs,  as  moved  by  the  noble  Duke. 

Earl  of        •  Ead  of  Briftol  (zxA^  he  would  never  fit  filent  when  fuch 

Br^*       grofs  impoiitions  were  attempted  to  be  put  on  their  Lord- 

mips,  and  the  nation  at  large.    He  had  declared  his  inten* 

tion  of  referving  what  he  had  to  offer  upon  the  fubjeA  of  the 

navy  for  a  feparate  day.     He  now  repeated  that  aflertion,  and 

aflured  the  noble  Earl  [Sandwich]  that  however  he  might 

endeavour  to  mifreprefent  his  words,  or  make  little  of  fucli  an 

enquiry,  if  the  noble  Lord  himfelf  did  not  take  fome  ftep 

to  bring  it  before  that  Houfe,  be  pledged  himfelf,   be  bis 

health  ever  fo  indifferent  (fo  that  illnefe  did  not  render  it  im- 

poffible  for  him  to  attend)  in  order  to  give  his  fenciments^ 

fenuments  ariiing  from  the  very  heft  information  that  could 

be  procured,  he  would  himfelf  do  that  friendly  office  for  the 

noble  Lord.    Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  was  not  fo  eager  as  he 

fecmed  to.  be :  he  did  not  me&n  to  trouble  their  LordOiips 

when  he  rofe  the   firft  time,  but  now  he  was  up,  nothing 

ftould  prevent  him  from  fpeaking  his  mind. 

'The  enquiry,  though  direSed  to  matters  much  more  com- 
prehenfivcj  including  the  condudl  of  miniAers  tbemfelves,  he 

declared 
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declared  pointed  to  the  mstter  pipticularty  alluded  to  by  the 
noUe  Earl ;  the  condud  of  the  covninafMicrs  in  the  naval  en« 
gageiaenC  off  Breft.  The  truth  was,  that  Mr.  Keppel  af- 
Aired  htm,  he  would  never  refume  the  command  of  the 
weftem  fquadron,  till  that  affair  was  thoroughly  enquired  into^ 
and  fifted  to  the  bottom*  He  could  never  think  of  f  rvrng 
with  a  miin  who  had  openly  attacked  him  in  the  public  pa« 
pers  by  name,  and  had  acknowledged  it  under  his  hand  :  the . 
perfon  he  meant  was  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and  for  his 
pare  [Lord  Briftcdj  he  thought  the  admiraPs  refolution  was 
founded  in  prudence  and  good  fenfe;  for  how  was  it  poffible 
that  any  fuccefs  could  be  expeded  from  perfons  ferving  un-- 
der  fuch  circumftaoces  of  enmity,  and  fo  widefy  differing  in 
opinion? 

His  Lordihip  faid,  he  would  never  efteem  a  fleet  upon  pa- 
per. It  was  the  condition  of  the  fliips,  the  way  they  were 
manned,  both  as  to  number  and  quality;  whether  with 
a  difproporrion  of  landmen  and  ordinary  feamen,  that  con- 
ftituted  the  efledive  ftrength  of  a  fleet,  not  the  mere  number 
of  (hips,  their  rates,  or  weight  of  metal,  &e. 

The  noble  Earl  had  ftated  the  number  of  (hips  of  the  line, 
which  conftituted  the  effeftive  part  of  the  Britifh  navy  in 
1759,  die  fourth  year  of  the  late  glorious  war,  and  at  the 
fame  time  artfully  declined  faying  how  many  ihips  of  the  line 
we  had  manned  and  ready  for  adaal  fervice  at  prefent.  Let 
Lords  reooileSt  what  was  the  language  of  the  noble  Earl,  the 
preceding  year,  and  let  them  compare  it  with  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  fleets  of  Britain  and  France.  We  were  then  to  have 
eighty  Ihips  of  the  line  ready  for  fea,  by  the  end  of  the  prefent 
year ;  we  then  were  and  would  be  fuperior  to  any  force  France 
or  Spain  could  fend  againftus  ;  but  inftead  of  eighty  line  of 
battle  ihips,  we  had  not  fiitty  ;  and  inftead  of  being  fuperior 
to  the  united  force  of  the  Hoofe  of  Bourbon,  we  were  not, 
as  had  been  fully  proved  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  equal 
evcB  to  France  alone.  The  noble  EarPs  plaufibility  and  af«* 
feded  candour,  fhoold  not  impofe  upon  him,  or  gain  a  moment's 
credit  in  his  mind.  The  noble  Earl  talked  very  coolly,  and 
pretended  that  he  had  no  objed^ion  to  an  enquiry,  though  he 
would  not  move. for  one.  By  this  condudl,  the  noble  Earl 
was  guilty  of  a  (hameful  negled^  of  duty.  He  fliould  imme- 
diately have  moved  for  an  enquiry  into  the  affair  of  the  271^ 
of  July,  as  the  only  means  of  preventing  the  interference  of 
pvcy  or  fadioa,  to  mix  icfelf  in  the  matter.  The  nation 
ought  to  be  informed,  and  it  was  highly  criminal,  in- his  opi*- 
nion,  to  attempt  to  keep  it  in  the  dark* 

£  z  His 
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HU  LofiQkip  coobkldeA  kb  speech,  wHii  eatprofling  bis 
hopes,  th^t  the  real  autbors.of  oar  prefeitt  cadaouties  waM  be 
dHcovered,  whenever  thieday  of  national  enquiry  cane;  and 
that  afi  a  coofequ^nce  ot  it,  they  wo«)d  meet  with  a  puntih- 
ment  fuited  to  the  atrocity  of  tbeir  crunes,  their  intrigues, 
whifpers,  aud  dark  cabals.  • 
Vu^'  Ear]  a^  Sandwich  m  reply  Taid,  he  kad  not  dtered  hit  opi- 

figndwuh*  j^j^jj  refpe^ing  the  impropriety  and  inexpediency  of  an  en- 
^iry  into  the  .affair  of.  (he  27th  of  July,  though  he  had  no 
objection  to  an  enquiry  which  might  be  direded  againft  htm- 
felf,  in  either  \m  cabinet  or  officii  fituation.  If  we  had  not 
a£^ual]y  Qome  oflF  vi^rs,  by  dcftroyij^,  &c«  fo  many  of  the 
enemy's  fliips,  the  confequences  ^vere,  in  every  other  bene"- 
ficial  refped,  equal  to  a  vidory.  We  obliged  the  enemy  to 
retire  into  port;  aniT  when  the  fquadroh  went  out  a  fecond 
time,  D'Orvilliers  waa  no  bnger  to  be  fieen  or  heard  of,  by 
which  means  our  commerce  was  efiedually  protefied,  and 
that  of  our  foes  almoft  entirely  ruined.  He  was  fatiafied, 
that  both  the  admira]  and  vice-admiral  performed  their  duty ; 
and  how  any  implication  of  cenfure  could  lay  on  either  party, 
till  Che  alfair  was  enquired  into^  was  more  than  he  had  the 
'  iagacity  to  difcover.  He  was  upon  very  delicaae  ground  in- 
deed, but  as  he  found  himfelf  odkd  upon  in  fucb  a  particu- 
lar' mafin^r  by  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft,  he  thought 
it  his  duty,  to  Cay  a  word  or  two  on  the  fubjed,  left  it  might 
get  out,  that  his  iUence  imported  any  or  the  le^ft  degree  of 
blame  on  either  of  the  gentlemen. - 

No  man  living  had  a  hi^r  opinion  of  the  admiral  Chan 
he  had,  refpe£ling  his  ability  and  gallantry  as  a  feaman,  and 
his  veracity  as  a  man.  Upon  the  fame  ground,  arifing  from 
a  like  degree  of  knowledge,  he  was  juftified  in  a  fimilar 
opinion  refpefiing  the  vice  admiral,  who  likewtfe,  he  bad 
every  reafon  to  believe,  acquitted  htmfdf  wkh  honour;  be^ 
fides,  in  the  admiral's  official  letter  he  exprefled  his  hlgheft 
approbation  of  the  condud  of  all  the  officers  of  the  fquadron, 
among  whom  the  vice  admiral  muft  of  eourfe  be  included. .  The 
commander  in  chief's  letter,  if  no  other  ground  of  juftifica- 
tion  exifted,  was,  with  him,  a  fufl|cieQt  realon  for  not  calling 
for  an  enquiry* 

He  had  many  other  ftrong  motives  which  induced  him  to 
be  totally  averfe  to  an  enquiry ;  a  few  of  which,  with  their 
liordfliip's  permiffion,  be  fhould  take  leave  «o  enumerate. 

An  enqui  ry^  be  £iid,  would  be  as  miichievoui  as  another  de- 
fiat  j  he  meaot^  bc£iid|pf  aab^doonfequence  as  adefeat,  be* 
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OMtfe  k  trdold  dhride  %ecAicers  and  femnen  Jnto  ftdfkltti  ftsd 
privMe  ctbtl0,  tccording  to  thetr  refpe&hre  fentimeiftt^  thtn 
which  nothing  could  have  a  worfe  tenaency,  or  might  produce 
iDOpej^rniciotts  effisAs;  butfttpporeitdid  not,  fuch  an  enquiry 
would  take  up  a  great  ileal  df  tirne^  would  reqairctheaaendanoe 
of  all  the  {Mincipal  dficers  from  their  proper  duty^  whofe  pre- 
fence  and  fervices  againft  dKoommon  enemy  WMfd  be  want«' 
ing  I  And  wroirid  tn  a  great  mea&tre  retard,  and  peAaps  da» 
feat,  all  the  nieafures  of  the  enfuing  fpnng  and  fummer* 
tie  id  id  not  fpeak  fpeculatively,  but  from  fafts  of  «^ich  him- 
felf  was  a  witneft,  and  fbom  a  thorough  conviAioni  frMi 
paft  experience,  thaA  fimilar  caufes  would,  in  a  greater  or  left 
deg«e,  produce  fimilar  effsfts.  Such  preciMy  were  the  con-* 
fequences  of  the  enquiry  into  the  mifcarriage  of  Matthewt  and 
Leftock,  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  the  nayy  was  fplit  into  par- 
ties and  faAions,  the  abfence  of  the  princfp^i  oficers,  pre« 
feat  or  aUenc  on  that  day,  was  neceflary,  either  as  judges  or 
wi^nefles,  by  which  the  naval  armaments  weft  tiegleAed^  or 
fuffered  to  Aand  ftill ;  the  enquiry  raifed  a  kind  of  codMnetiOfi 
IB  the  nation,  every  perfon  almcft  taking  one  fide  or  the  other  i 
and  at  t-heccmclufion  no  t>ne  good  purpofe  wjis  anfwered,  but 
the  whole  termtnated  to  the  difladafa^Hon  of  the  nation,  and 
etaWifiied  no  one  rule  whatever,  which  might  ferve  to  kad 
or  dired  the  condud  of  naval  commanders,  or  thofe  ferving 
under  them,  in  future. 

The  Duke  of  BottQti  faid,  he  was  for  both  a  public  enquiry  p^j^^  ^ 
into  the  condufi  of  mtnifters,  and  a  particular  one  relative  toVi 
the  trsfifadion  which  had  now  fo  long  furntflied  the  fubjeft 
of  debate.  He  fatd  he  entertained  the  higheftefleem  and  re^ 
fpeSt  for  the  .  admiral,  whofe  name  had  been  fo  often  men*. 
tioned,  was  thoroufshly  fenfible  of  the  deferts  of  the  vrce-ad- 
nsiraj,  and  was  heartily  forry  that  there  h^d  been  any  occafiofi 
giv^n  ibr  a  dtfierence  of  opinion  betijireen  them.  Yet  he  could 
eafilv  conceive,  as  a  profeffional  man,  that  fuch  a  differenoe 
niignt  arife.  It  was  well  kown,  he  faid,  that  in  naval  en- 
gagements with  France,  it  was  the  general  plan  with  their 
admirals  and  commanders  to  avoid  coming  to  an  engagement; 
and  wlien  from  neceffity  they  were  compelled  to  engage,  it  was 
equally  notorious,  that  from  the  conftruftion  of  their  ihips, 
and  their  mode  of  attack,  which  was  di'refly  direAed  againft 
the  lails  and  rigging,  they  had,  except  in  very  few  inftances, 
been  able  to  avoid  a  decifive  engagement:  indeed,  the  fa£t 
was,  that  although  many  of  ourihips  were  enabled  to  come 
up^  and  force  then  to  defend  themfelves,  he  did  notrecolleft 
Hiori^  than  w^  or  two  inftances)  where  the  w4K)le  body,  en*. 

gagtd 
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gaged  ^ich  an  equal,  or  nearly  an  equal,  number  of  the  ene- 
my, came  up  time  enough  when  the  enemy  wifhed  to  retreat 

.  or  fly. 

After  his  Grace  had  exprefied  his  fentiments  on  this  fubjefty 
be  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  fpeech  delivered  by  the  noble  Earl 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty.  The  noble  Earl's  arguments,  he 
obferved,  went  to  condemn  all  enquires,  however  juft  or  necef- 
fary  ^  he  faid,  that  an  enquiry  would  probably  be  the  caufe  of 
fplicting  the  navy  into  fadions ;  that  ic  would  keep  the  officers 
from  their  du(y ;  that  it  would  produpe  9,  public  ferment;  and 
more  than  aU,  that  it  would  retard  die  neceflary  meafures  for 
defeating  the  defigns  of  the  common  enemy;  and,  of  courle^ 
ffive  them  an  advantage  over  us,  which  every  other  circum* 
ftance  united  to  deny.  Before  he  proceeded  further,  he  con- 
tended, that  thefe  reafons  militated  againft  every  enquiry^ 
though  attended  with  the  moft  atrocious  circumftances  of 
treachery,  cowardice,  or  criminal  negledt.  But  the  noble 
Earl  had  referred  to  a  cafe  in  point,  in  fupp^rt  of  his  argu* 
qients,  the  affair  of  Leftock  and  Matthews.  Now  every  ma- 
terial obje&ion  and  inconvenience  felt  upon  that  occaiion 
might  be  avoided ;  for  the  real  cau(e  of  the  difficulties  fo  much 
prcfled  by  the  noble  Earl,  might  be  eafily  remedied,  by  hav- 
ing the  enquiry  ti  Portfmouth  or  Plymouth,  where  the  officers 
might,  till  real  operations  at  fea  became  neceflary,  be  em- 
ployed in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty.  In  Matthews  and 
Leftock's  affair,  the  great  miftake  was,  that  the  court-martial 
was  held  at  Deptford,  by  which  means  the  inconveniencies  Co 
much  dwelt  on  by  the  noble  Earl  were  caufed  ;  and  as  to  the 
difference  of  opinion  among' the  officers,  that  was  a  matter 
unavoidable,  becaufe  it  was  impoffible  to  force  the  opinions 
or  fentiments  of  profeffional  men ;  in  his  opinion,  therefore^ 
the  only  fure  means  to  reconcile  them  would  be  by  a  candid 
and  fair  enquiry,  by  which  every  difpaffionate  man  would  be 
enabled  to  ultimately  judge  for  himfelf,  after  a  full  invefti- 
gation,  and  hearing  the  parties  in  their  defence. 

His  Grace  reminded  the  noble  Earl  of  his  repeated  boaft. 
ings,  and  faid,  he  was  aftoniflied  to  bear  his  Lordfhip  ac« 
Jcnowledge,  that  decifive  meafures  were  not  taken  in  time  • 
that  the  fleet,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  the  French  mi- 
nifter,  was  not  as  itrong  a^  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  been  ; 

.  when  he  had  heard  the  noble  Earl  fo  often  in  the  courfe  (in  almoft 
every  ftage)  of  the  American  conteft,  declare,  and  pledge 
himfelf  to  that  Houfe  and  the  nation  at  large,  that  our  navy 
was  in  a  ftate  every  way  anfwerable  to  the  immediate  fer- 
vices  required  of  its  and  likewiie  in  fucb  a  ftatc  cf  prepara- 

tion^ 
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tioo,  diat  in  ctfe  of  a  rupture  with  France  or  Spain,  or  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  we  (hould  be  able  to  defeat  their  ut* 
moft  efforts. 

His  Grace  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  comparative 
fttngth  of  the  Britifli  and  French  navy,  and  after  aiking  whe* 
tber  die  former  was  equal  to  the  latter  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft 
Indies,  in  America,  or  the  Leeward  Iflands,  anfwered  his 
own  queftion  witti  an  emphatic  No  J  He  contended,  that  up- 
on enquiry,  however  confidently  the  noble  Earl  might  have 
aflerted  the  contrary,  that  the  fuperioritv  was  againft  us, 
though  perhaps  we  had  it  in  number;  and  that  only  by  two  or 
three  (hips:  but,  fays  his  Grace,  fuppofing  we  bad  the  fupe- 
riority  over  the  French  fingle  banded,  what  will  that  amount 
to  ?  Will  he  confine  hhnfelf  to  that  fingle  pofition,  and  en- 
deavour to  ftifle  and  conceal  the  true  queftion,  depending 
between  his  Lordfhip  and  me  upon  a  former  occafion  ?   Wiu 
he  dare  to  aflert,  that  our  navy  is  fuperior  to  that  of  France 
and  Spain  united  ?  That  was  my  argument  then,  and.  I  now 
repeat  the  queftion.     [See  Lords  Debates  of  laft  fei&bn,  page 
254,etfeq.]    The  fpeech  authorifes  me  to  put  it,  becaufe, 
if  theaffurances  of  other  powers,  b^  which  I  prefume  Spain 
is  meant,  are  not  to  be  entire! v  relied  upon,  then  a  ne^ativt 
to  this  queftion  will  be  an  acknowledgment  that  the  (peech 
recommends  meafures  which  muft  of  courfe  termirute  in  our 
certain  ruin  and  difffrace.    He  adverted  again  to  the  affair  off 
Breft,  aad  reminded  their  Lordihips  of  his  argument  in  a  for« 
mer  debate  [See  Lords  Debates  of  laft  feffion,  page  156] 
wherein  ho  maintained  that  a  fuperiority  was  neceilary  to  en* 
fure  fuccefs  in  naval  engagements ;  and  that  fuperiority  being 
wanting  on  the  27 th  of  July,  he  was  free  to  declare,  was  the 
chief  caufe  of  the  natbnal  difappointment ;  for  he  would  ne- 
ver allow  that  it  was  the  number  of  fliips  or  guns,  but  the 
condition,  &c.  of  the  (hips,  and  every  thing  dependent  upon 
it,  that  a  real  fuperiority  was  grounded  upon. 

His  Grace  condemned  the  negled  of  not  having  more  ad« 
mirals  in  the  engaeementoiFBrcft,  Hefaid,  there  ought  to 
have  been  five  or  fix ;  that  it  was  impoffible  to  brine  up  the 
ftveral  divifions  in  thick  or  bad  weather,  particularly  if  the 
(bips  were  fcattered,  or  at  a  diftance.  There  was  always  a 
difference  in  the  failing  of  them,  and  the  greater  or  lefler  ce- 
lerity of  their  manoeuvres,  which  might  breed  confufion.  He 
madeufe  of  the  fame  obfervation  refpe^ing  the  fleet  under 
Admiral  Byron;  on  which,  in  cafe  of  any  accident  to  the  firft 
or  iecond  in  command^  there  would  be  but  one  flag  to  com* 
maod  twelve  or  thirteen  (hips  of  the  line,  which  was  the  more 
I  inexcufable^ 
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jneycurable^  when  it  was  known  tbajt  tlierrw^cenokfs  ^haa 
forty*oae  admirals  on  the  lift ;  and  a  cecenc  apaoiatsienCby 
which  Captain  Lockhart  Rofs  was  to  bccntruftcd  wicktwelw 
fail  of  the  Une^.  He  knew  that  Captain.  KaU  was  a  moft:  able 
and  a£tiveofficer>  and  firiloothecapjuin's  lift,  hot  he  could 
never  approve  of  an  appointment,  which  in  careofa.difaftqr 
or  engagement  with  an  enemy)  muft  (jubje<%  the  fquadroa  ID 
a^  moft  utal  confufion.^ 

]  The  noble  Earl  had  himfelf  acknowledged  that  we  were 
infecior  to  France  in  tb^  Mediterranean,  a  moft  (hameful  an4 
crimrnal  nctlcft  !  The  trade  carried  on  thither^  was  one  #f 
the  moft  valuable  ami  beneficial  branches  o(  our  commerce  ( 
it  had  been  hitherto  fuiubly  attended  to,  and  till  the  pre<^ 
fcnt  war,,  bad  never  been  fa  difgracefully  n^le^ied.  The 
noble  Karl  had  not  been  fo  iogenuoua  rcip^aing  our  roa^ 
ritime  force  in  America ;,  he  muft  know  thlt  we  were  info* 
rlor  in  line  of  battle  fliips  to  France,  in  that  ^artec  ef  thff 
globe,  elfe  why  did  Lord  Howe  attempt  one  of  the  m<^  of* 
JDcr-like  manoiiivres  ever  pra&ifed,  in  order  u>  render  hi^ 
inferior  force  equal|to  tha;t  of  D'Eftaiog  off  Rhode  tflimd),  to 
be  the  better  abk  t^- give  the  ftgnals,  and  conduft  the  enr* 
gagement  ?  Did  not  he  hoift  his  flag  aboard  a  frigate  for  that 
purpofe  ?  And  did  noft  he  thereby  exhibit  a  proof  of  his  gal*- 
lantry  and  ability,  as  truly  magnanimous  as  it  was  original  i 
He  bore  the  warmeft  teftimony  tathe  courage  and  cs^acity  o£ 
that  very  great  officer,  and  made  no  doubt,  if  the  plan  had 
Bot  bcjen  rendered  impra&icabie,  by  the  two  fleets  being  fo- 
parated  by  a  violent  ftocm,  that  it  would  have  fucceeded  Uk 
the  difgrace  of  France  and  the  honour,  of  the  Bfiti(b  fla^ 
He  infiftcd,.  that  we  were  not  fuperior  in.  the  Weft  Lndiesv 
and  as  the  beft  proof  that  we  were  iu>t,  he  advierted  to  th& 
late  capture  of  Dominica, 

His  Grace  laughed  at  the  idea  held  out  by  the  firfl  lord  o£ 
the  admiralty,  that  we  had  more  guns  than  the  French  tu  the: 
engagement  off  Breft,  on  the  27th  of  July  ;  and  coniendai, 
that  it  was  not  a  fuperiortty  worth  mentioning ;  that  to  be: 
equal  in  force,  was  to  have  thirty  fliips  oppofed  to  thirty 
(hips,  and  fo  in  proportion.  He  recommended,  however, 
to  the  noble  EarU  to  beware  not  to  truft  too  much  to  an  equal 
force.  We  had  too  much  to  ftake  on  a  deciiive  naval  en* 
oseement,  to  truft  to  the  manifold  hazards  fuch  a  fpedes  of 
warfare  was  fubjed  to.  The  old  vulgar  opinion,  that  one 
EngliCk  fixip  could  beat  three  French,  though  our  feamen>de» 
fecved  Cuch  a  compliment,  was  dangerous  to  rely  on  ;  if  fuch 
^brurdiue$  came  to  ^ix,  in  our  councils^  «cej!tain  d^ufiioa 
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woulJ  be  the  coiifequcnce^  icibould  be  likewife  conlidered^ 
that  France  only  contended  for  additional  power,  while  we 
were  compelled  to  fight  for  our  all.  America  was  at  fifftto 
have  been  frightened  into  fubmiffion,  by  two  regiments ;  af» 
tcr wards  it  was  to  be  conquered  by  5 OCX)  men  ;  the  confe^  ' 
queoce  of  which  bravado  was,  that  our  numerous  forces 
found  the  conqueil  of  America  too  difficult  a  taflc  for  thecn 
to  atchieve.  Let  not  their  Lordfhips  therefore  defpife  France 
as  anen.-my,  left  in  this  inftance.  Great  Britain  (hould  have 
much  more  ferious  caufe  to  lament  her  ill  founded  confi- 
dence, than  fhe  had  already  experienced  in  the  cafe  of 
America 

His  Grace  went  over  the  ground  of  the  debate  lafl  fcffion 
relative  to  the  failing  of  the  Toulonfleet,  and  the  expediency  of 
detaching  the  Portmiouth  fleet,  in  order  that  Admiral  fiyron 
might  reach  New  York  and  reinforce  Lord  Howe,  previous  to  . 
the  arrival  of  D'Eftaine  in  America;  and  after  having  contended, 
that  miniftry  bad  a<£iedegregioufly  wrong,  in  almoft  every  par- 
ticular relative  to  the  condu£l  of  the  navy,  declared  that  the 
French  were  at  this  bour  cruizing  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel, 
and  that  they  were  mafters  of  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  a  cir* 
cumftance  entirely  new  in  the  hiftory  of  our  late  wars,  and 
which  was  a  frefli  ground  for  an  impeachment* 

After  travelling  over  a  moft  extenlive  field  of  naval  poli- 
tics, his  Grace  fpolce  to  the  King's  fpeech,  and  defcanted  for 
fome  time  on  the  words  ^^  conciliatory  meafures,^  it  was 
true  that  miniftry  had  laft  year,  when  they  found  themfelves 
inadequate  to  the  taik  of  conquering -America,  fentoutcon* 
ciliatory  propofitions;  fuch  propofitions,  that  if  terms  only 
half  fo  advantageous  to  America  had  been  held  out  by  eood  ' 
men  and  men  of  character,  men  whom  America  could  have 
confided  in,  three  years  ago,  they  would  have  been  accepted 
with  joy,  and  the  vaft  expence  of  blood  and  money  which 
the  conteft  had  coft,  both  Great  Britain  and  America  would 
have  been  faved.  But  it  was  madnefs  to  expe£l  America  to 
liften  to  any  propofals  made  by  men  whom  they  knew  to  be 
the  authors  of  all  the  mifchief  which  had  happened,  and 
whom  they  alfo  kaew  were  hated  and  defpifed  at  home.  His 
Grace  concluded  his  fpeech  with  giving  his  negative  to  the 
addrefs.  ♦ 

Earl  of  Sbelhurne.    This   noble  Lo>d's  fpeech  contained  Earl  of 
fuch  adiverfity  of  various  matter,  that  we  mal!  attempt  to  **«*•'*** 
arrange  it  under  the  feveral  leading  heads  of  fads  and  argu- 
ment.    Thefe  confifted  of  the  grofs  impofitions  put  on  the 
fovereign  ;  the  treatment  of  Admiral  Keppel,  refpe^ling  the 
Voh.  Xll.  F  affair 
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affair  of  the  27th  of  July;  the  general  condud  of  admini- 
ftration  ;  and  the  folly  and  inconfiftency  of  their  meafures  as 
to  the  profecution  of  the  war  in  America  ;  the  inefEcacy  and 
radical  weaknefs  of  the  conciliatory  bills  of  laft  feffion  ; 
the  inftrufiions  given  to  the  commiffioners  fent  to  America  $ 
the  lofs  of  Dominica,  and  the  negleft  of  the  fugar  iflands| 
the  true  political  connexion  thftt  ought  to  .be  kept  up  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  revolted  colonies  ;  an  eu- 
logium  on  the  high  naval  abilities  of  Admirals  Lord  Howe 
and  Keppel;  his  own  particular  fenttments  refpefting  the 
ftate  of  public  aiFairs,  and  of  party ;  and  the  means  hinted 
at  by  the  noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon  [SufFolk]  for  compel- 
ling America  to  acknowledge  pur  claims  of  fovereignty  over 
them. 

The  firft  head  he  introduced  by  fcveral  obfcrvations  on 
the  fpccch.  It  behoved  their  Lordfhips  before  they  con- 
fented  to  an  addrefs,  which  was  a  literal  confirmation  of 
every  fyllable  contained  in  the  fpcech,  to  be  firft  fatisfied 
that  the  affertions  therein  contained  were  true.  Was  there 
one  Lord  in  the  Houfe  would  fay,  that  all  thofe  affertions, 
or  indeed  any  one  of  them  fcarcely,  were  true  ?  He  there- 
fore drew  a  very  different  deduftion  from  the  noble  Lords 
in  adminiftration,  who  fay,  that  a  general  negative  is  an 
implied  proof  that  the  particular  pafiages  are  unobjeftipna- 
ble,  becaufe  no  amendment  has  been  propofed  for  the  par- 
pofe  of  proving  the  truth  of  the  objections  :  for  his  part, 
the  contrary  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  cafe  ;  the  noble 
Lords  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  have  teftificd  their  readinefs 
to  agree  to  an  addrefs,  but  not  that  to  which  this  concur- 
rence is  defired.  After  fupporting  the  propriety  of  a  ge- 
neral negative  to  the  addrefs,  he  laid,  he  hoped  the  King's 
eyes  would  he  at  length  opened  to  his  own  honour  and  dig- 
nity and  the  intercfts  of  his  fubjefts ;  nay,  the  very  cx- 
iftence  of  this  country  as  an  independent  nation.  He  mufl 
now,  furely,  fee  the  impending  ruin  and  deftruftion  which 
feemed  ready  to  fall  up»n  his  kingdoms ;  and  not  perfevere 
in  upholding  men,  whofe  wickedncfs,  folly,  and  avarice, 
could  only  be  equalled  by  their  obftinacy,  and  that  at  the 
rifque  of  his  crown  and  empire.  When  in  a  very  high  of- 
fice, he  faid,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  frequently , a. 
witncfs  to  the  wifdom  and  gracious  difpofition  of  his  Sove- 
reign, and  confefTed,  that  it  appeared  extremely  myflerioas 
to  him,  to  reconcile  his  Majefly's  conduft  with  his  many 
known  public  and .jMciKUe  virtues  ;  but  if  his  Majefty  had 
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been  unfortunately  milled,  he  trufted,  that  his  paternal  re-* 
gard  for  his  own  famil]^,  his  afFeftion  for  a  moft  amiable 
confort  and  thirteen  children,  would  operate  upon  him,  and 
make  him  feriouily  refleA,  and  look  forward  to  the  probable 
confequences ;  that  the  prefent  and  approaching  diftrelTes 
which  muft  every  day  continue  to  accumulate  and  prefs  up- 
on the  people,  whofe  profperity  and  fecurity  were  commit- 
ted to  his  care  and  prote£tion,  would  hs^ve  their  due  weight; 
and  that  he  would  not,  upon  the  fuggeiUons  of  weak  and 
wicked  counfellors,  or  from  any  extraneous  influence,  rufli 
blindlv  on  in  the  fame  fatal  career  which  had  already 
brought  the  crown  and  empire  of  Britain  to  the  verge  of 
ruin  ;  there  moft  therefore  be  fbme  invifible  hand  that  fecret- 
ly  moved  all  thofe  counfels,  whom  it  behoved  every  honeft 
Whig,  within  and  without  that  Hou/e,  to  difcover  and  bring 
to  condign  punifhment. 

On  the  fecond  point,  he  af&rmed,  that  Mr.  Keppel  flood 
in  the  moft  difagreeable,  mortifying  and  critical  £tuation. 
Mr,  Keppel  is  offered  a  command  by  his  Sovere^n,  when 
the  kingdom  was  threatened  with  an  invaiion.     Too  much 
a  patriot  to  confult  his  own  feelings,  and  too  gallant  to  look 
forward  to  confequences,  he  accepts  without  condition,  or 
any  nrcvious  terms.     What  is  the  confcquence  }   Mr.  Kep- 
pel finds  at  home  a  firft  commiifioner  of  me  admiralty,  pro- 
feiHng  very  different  fentiments  ;  a  kind  of  rival,  who  might 
be  fuppofed  to  look  upon  him  with  fome  degree  of  jealoufy 
and  f:oolne(s,  becaufe  pointed  out  as  the  fitteft  perfon  to  fill 
the  firft  commiffioner's  place.    What  is  next  to  be  confi- 
dercd  }    One  of  his  officers,  a  vice  admiral,  fits  at  the  fame 
board,  and  was  called  to  it  by  the  firft  commifiioner.     Un- 
der fuch  peculiar  circumftances,  fufticient,  in  his  ot>inion9 
to  lay  a  foundation  of  the  jufteft  fufpicions  of  fa£^ion,  Mr. 
Keppel  proceeds  to  the  performance  of  his  duty.    He  enga- 
ges the  enemy,  and  after  a  fmart  brulh,  prepares  to  proceed 
to  a  more  decifive  determination  of  the  conteft ;  when  one 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  unable  to  come  up  to  his  aftiftance,  the 
enemy  are  permitted  to  efcape.    The  gentleman  alluded  to 
publickly  throwl  the  blame  on  the  admiral ;  and  the  noble 
flarl  very  laconically  tells  us,  th^^t  neither  the  admiral,  nor 
the  gentleman  who  accufed  him,  were  in  the  wrong ;  that 
tliere  is  no  need  of  an  enquiry  ;  that  the  admiral  himfelf 
gave  teftimony  of  the  gallant  behaviour  of  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  ;  and  thut  by  private  whifpers,  public  accufa- 
xions^  and  general  implied  prudential  motives,  the  aomman-? 
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Act  in  chief  is  as  completely  difgraced  as  if  he  had  alnioft 
b^en  brought  to  a  public  trial  by  his  Peers,  and  declared 
guilty.  His  Lordfliip  then  proceeded  to  make  the  eulogium 
of  both  Lord  Ho^ire  and  Mr;  Keppel ;  the  latter,  he  faid,  on 
his  firft  going  to  fea,  had  faved  his  countay  by  returning  to 
Portfmouth,  when  he  found  that  the  French  fleet  was  fupc- 
rior  to  him,  his  fquadron  confifting  of  twenty  (hips  only, 
while  the  enemy's  confifted  of  thirty.  TTiis  conduft  prov- 
cd  that  the  Teaman  and  politician  united  in  him ;  that  he 
a£bed  as  the  faviour  of  his  country  on  that  occafion  ■;  and 
dcfcrved  tohaveaftatueerefted  to  him  at  tlie  public  cxpence, 
and  the  thanks  of  both  Houlcs  of  Parliament ;  for  if  he  had 
not  afted  as  he  did,  probably  their  Lordlhips'  would  not  be 
deliberating  within  thefe  walls  ;  two  confequenccs  being 
equally  clear,  that  if  he  had  obeyed  his  inftruaions  (the  de- 
parture from  which,  was  a  matter  he  rifqued  merely  at  his 
own  peril)  the  great  difparity  of  force  muft  have  rendered 
his  total  overthrow  inevitable ;  the  other,  that  we  fhould 
have  been  inftantly  invaded  by  fuch  a  land  force,  as  it 
would  be  utterly  beyond  our  po%ver  to  refift.  He  was  equal- 
ly lavilh  of  his  encomiums  on  Lord  Howe ;  who,  he  faid, 
had  afted  with  a  mixture  of  gallantry,  prudence  and  fea- 
manlhip,  both  at  NeW-York  and  off  Rhode  Ifland,  fcarcely 
parallelled  in  the  naval  annals  of  this  country.  Such  men 
as  Lord  Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel,  he  faid,  were  public 
property  ;  their  fervices  were  ineftimable,  and,  in  hl^opi- 
nion,  we  had  better  lofe  another  of  our  iflands,  than  either 
"  of  thofc  men. 

On  the  third  head,  his  Lordfliip  dwelt  fome  time  on  the 
want  of  wifdom  in  fending  the  tranfports  to  Philadelphia, 
after  minifters  muft  have  known  from  their  own  inft ruc- 
tions, that  the  city  had  been  evacuated.  Great  praifes  had 
been  laviflied  on  the  fine  retreat  made  from  thence  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  but  when  the  truth  was  known,  it  would  be  ! 
found  that  it  was  accident,  or  rather  the  unpardonable  blun* 
der  of  adminiftration,  which  was  the  occafion  of  that  re- 
treat ;  that  it  originated  not  in  choice  but  mere  neceffity  ; 
for  the  faft  was,  that  tranfports  could  not  be  procured  ;  and 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  wasj  upon  that  account,  obliged  to 
go  by  land  ;  or  if  he  had  waited  a  few  days  longer,  both  the 
fleet  under  Lord  Howe  in  the  Delaware,  and  the  army, 
muft  have  been  facrificed,  or  obliged  to  furrender.  Again, 
what  were  the  inftruftions  given  tb  Admiral  Byron  ?  To 
repair  to  Halifax,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  New  York,  tc^ 
Z  fuppord 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A^  177I         1>    £   B    A   T   E   1 

fopport  Lord  Howe,  The  ^hde,  lie  ftid,  wai  fiicli  a  ferics 
of  blunders  as  never  bcfoi^  Mras  known.  If,  inftcid  of  amu- 
fing  his  Majefty  with  a  naval  (how  at  Portfmouth,  or  the 
officers  with  catches  and  ^ees,  and  kettle-drums,  the  fleet 
Jiad  been  detached,  which  mew  was  exhibited  early  in  May  ; 
or,  if  after  this  exhibition  was  over,  Byron's  fleet  had  work- 
ed down  the  channel,  he  would  have  arrived  in  time  to  have 
joined  Lord  Howe,  or  taken  the  command  of  the  whole, 
which  would  have  given  him  fuch  a  fuperiority  over  D'Eftaing, 
as  would  have  totally  effcftcd  that  officer's  overthrow.  He 
meant  no  difreljpeft  to  his  Majefty,  when  he  found  fault  with 
that  fhow,  for  he  knew  enough  of  his  difpofition  to  affirm, 
that  he  would  never  have  thought  of  it,  much  lefs  have  im- 
peded the  preparations  then  going  on,  if  it  had  not  been 
preflTed  upon  him,  ^perhaps  to  divert  his  attetition  from  ob- 
jcfts  of  a  lefs  pleafant  nature  to  thofe  who  propofed  it.  It 
was,  indeed,  much  infifted,  about  that  time,  that  the  wind 
was  unfavourable  for  the  fquadron's  working  down  from  St. 
Helen's  to  Plymouth  :  but  that  was  a  farce,  and  the  contra- 
ry was  known  to  every  foremaftman  in  the  navy  ;  a  fingic 
ihip,  or  aiquadron  of  any  number  of  fbips,  mav  with  eafe 
work  down  in  gentle  gales  and  a  fmooth  fea ;  tne  truth  of 
which  was  verified  in  Admiral  Barrington's  working  down 
under  the  ferae  circumftances,  and  tMfc  Viftory  coming  round 
from  Chatham  was  a  further  confirmation.  Under  this  head 
he  likewife  adverted  to  the  conduft  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  . 
for  whom  he  declared  to  have  a  very  high  refpeft,  and  made 
no  doubt  of  his  abilities  as  an  officer,  nor  of  the  opportuni- 
ties he  had  of  learning  the  art  of  war,  under  the  Prince  whom 
he  immediately  fcrvcd,  [Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  ;] 
but  ftill  he  could  fee  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  trifling  re- 
pulfe  he  gave  the  rebels,  at  the  head  of  a  fiiperior'army,  and 
with  the  lofs  of  1000  veterans,  as  good  troops,  and  as  well 
difciplined,  as  any  in  Europe.  One  thoufand  men,  he  al- 
lowed, was  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  minifters.  General  Clin- 
ton, according  to  their  mode  of  eftimating  matters  bf  this 
kind,  had  juft  eighteen  times  as  much  merit  as  if  he  had 
loft  his  whole  army  ;  and  that  was  the  only  comparative  or 
felative  advantage  which  he  could  perceive  was  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  famous  retreat,  which  had  been  lb  extolled 
and  infifted  upon  in  the  minifterial  prints.  This  led  his 
Lordfhip  to  donfider  the  condud  of  government  towards  an 
unfortunate  General  [Burgoyne.]  With  regard  to  that  gen- 
tleman^ he  faid,  he  had  been  treated  in  the  moft  extraordi- 
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nary  manner.  He  was  charged  with  carrying  meafures  into 
execution,  which  were  wild,  romantic,  and  iolpra^ticable^ 
under  the  circumftances  which  accompanied  them.  He  had 
neither  the  force  promifed  him,  nor  the  co-operation  expeft- 
ed  for  their  full  aiid  perfe3:  completion  ;  the  confeqnence  of 
which  was^  that  he  and  his  gallant  devoted  army  were  made 
prifoners.  On  his  return  to  Great  Britaini  he  was  limple 
enough  to  be  jealous  of  his  honour,  and  retained  fome  of 
thofe  exploded  lentiments,  and  old^faihioned  feelings,  which 
miniftry  wiftied  to  be  forgot.  What  was  the  language  of 
minifters  ?  ^^  ^c  iilent,  we  do  not  accufe  you,  and  no  doubt 
but  you  have  done  your  country  juftice.  Perhaps  you  arc 
"Uncafy  about  your  army  ;.why  mould  that  give  you  any  con- 
cern ?  We  (hall  not  fmd  fault ;  let  the  army  dcCert  or  ftarvc, 
what  is  paiTed  cannot  now  be  retrieved.  Stirring  up  that  af- 
fair piay  be  produftive  of  public  clamour  ;  it  can  anfwer  no 
end,  but  that  of  embarrafling  adminifiration.  Do  you  make 
no  noifc  or  difturbance ;  tlie  affair  will  foon  drop  of  itfelf, 
and  you  cannot  fail  of  having  your  account  in  being  under 
the  proteftion  of  government." 

On  the  fourth  h^^d,  he  faid,  the  conciliatory  bills  were 
radically  weak,  both  in  refpeft  of  obtaining  the  oftcnfible  pur- 
pofes  declared,  and  ftill,  if  poilible,  more  radically  weak,  if 
they  had  fuccecdcd ;  for  the  dominion  or  conneSionpropofcd 
by  thofe  bills  amounted  to  juft  nothing.  There  could  be  no 
real  union  upon  fueb  an  heterogeneous,  difcordant,  and  con-* 
tradifiory  fyilem^  A  real  union  muft  be  formed  upon  the 
plan  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  which  at  all  times  fuppofe* 
one  will,  and  every  confequence  and  eifedt  deducible  fron^ 
that  will.  To  propofe  a  plan  of  conciliation,  in  which  that 
fundamental  principle  was  abandoned,  or  openly,  or  impli- 
citly relinquiflied,  was^  in  his  opinion,  no  better  than,  un-f 
der  the  idea  of  conciliation,  introducing  weakneis,  anarchy j^ 
and  every  fpccies  of  political  confufion^  A  controUng  and 
direding  power  muft  be  placed  fomcwhere  ;  its  exercife,  he 
allowed,  might  in  fome  certain  cafes  be  afcertained  and  li-^ 
mitted ;  but  the  analogy  to  the  Britifh  conftitution  Ihould 
be  prefcrved ;  without  a  tie  of  common  intereft,  common 
danger,  and  common  prote£lion,  all  government  was  a  farce  ; 
the  executive  and  legiflative  powers  of  this  country  being  cut 
off  from  all  real  communication  with  the  internal  legiflation 
of  the  feveral  colonies,  would  form  fuch  a  fyfteni  of  human 
polity  as  never  before  entered  into  the  mind  of  man  to  con- 
ceive.   The  executive  power  may  be  delegated^  not  divided ; 
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the  legiflative  may :  but  to  the  great  purpofes  of  govern- 
ment there  mnft^  according  to  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  me  con- 
fiitution,  be  but  one  will. 

On  the  fifth  head  he  laughed  heartily,  be  faicj,  at  the  idea 
of  freeing  America  from  every  fpecies  of  Britiih  taxation, 
.  and  yet  permitting  deputies  from  the  CongreDs  to  fit  in  Par- 
liament, fbr  the  purpofe  of  taxing  the  people  of  this  country.  , 
He  was  no  lefs  pointed  and  farcafiic  upon  the  offers  held  out 
by  the  commiffioners,  of  paying  the  debts  of  America,  con- 
tnGted  in  refilling  the  mother  country,  and  in  a£ts  of  what 
had  all  along  been  defcribed  by  the  majority  of  that  Houfe, 
as  the  grofleft,  blackeft,  and  moil  unprovoked  rebellion.  He 
faid,  the  appointment  of  commiffioners,  and  giving  them 
their  inftruftions,  was  totally  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Par- 
liament, and  yet  the  meafures  were  folcly  attributed  to  Par- 
liament. Here  his  Lordfhip  digrefied,  to  ihew,  that  the 
bills,  the  inftrudions,  and  the  pcribns  appointed  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  exhibited  fo  many  proofs,  that  if  the 
objefts  propofed  by  the  bills  were  previoufly  intended  to  be 
loft,  more  eiFe£hial  means  for  that  purpofe  could  not  be 
iKloptcd.  .  In  explaining  this  point,  he  entered  into  detail. 
The  minifter  had  put  it  into  the  King's  mduth,  that  the  late 
meafures  propofed  by  the  commiffioners  to  Congrefs,  had 
been  planned  by  the  temper  and  wifdom  of  a  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment,  than  wmch  nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  truth. 
The  meafures,  even  as  they  were  chalked  out  m  the  bill, 
were  not  planned  by  Parliament ;  and  though  they  had,  the 
ofiers  made  by  the  commiffioners  were  not  the  ofters  held 
out  by  the  bills.  The  truth  was,  Parliament  had  paifed  an 
ad  for  the  appointing  of  commiffioners,  but  Parliament  nei- 
ther bad  a  (hare  ia  their  appointment,  nor  the  inftruftlons 
under  which  they  a£ted.  Parliament  was  kept  in  a  ftate  of 
the  tnoft  profound  ignorance,  of  the  ufe  which  government 
meant  to  make  of  the  power  thus  delegated.  How  did  thev 
employ  it  ?  Juft  in  the  manner  prediftcd  by  fevcral  Lords 
in  that  Houfe,  when  the  bills  came  under  their  confidera- 
tion,  that  they  would  abufe  that  power ;  that  it  was  no 
more  than  a  meer  minifterial  trick,  to  gain  IJhne  ;  that  they 
neither  wifhed  or  expected  fuccefs  from  the  commiffion ;  and, 
that  they  only  meant  to  throw  it  out  to  divide  the  councils 
of  America,  to  wait  for  favourable  circumftances  and  events, 
and  in  the  meantime  to  retain  their  power  and  places.  How 
then  could  it  be  faid,  that  Parliament  planned  the  meafures 
of  conciliaTiog.  whl^  were  reje&ed  ;  when  it  was  evident^ 
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that  they  have  done  nothing  more,  than  devolving  their 
power  6a  thd  Crown,  and  left  the  exercife  of  tliofe  powers 
to  the  diicretion  of  mlnifters. 

He  faid,  that  hthad  dedicated  a  great  part  of  his  time,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fumi^er,  to  the  perufal  of  books, 
particularly  to  fuch  as  treated  of  the  condu£^  of  kingdoms 
and  ^eat  uates,  in  di$cult  and  trying  fituations.     In  thofe 
refearches,  he  endeavoured  to  apply  what  had  happened  in 
former  times  to  the  exifting  circumftances  in  which  this  na- 
tion at  prefent  ftood.    The  firflobjeft  which  would  ftrike  an 
able  miniflcr,  after  he  had  fixed  upon  his  plan,  was  to  devifc 
themoft  probable  means  of  carrying  it  into  execution*    This 
could  not  be  in  any  other  mode  fo  effeftually  executed,  as  by 
fending  able,  wife^  experienced  men ;  men  of  high  rank  and 
tried  abilities;  men  who  ftood  high  in  the  opmion  of  the 
pul)lic,  fuch  as  Congrefs  might  be  uippofed  to  have  a  certain 
fpecies  of  confidence  in ;  that  is,  whofe  perfonal  afluranccs 
would  not  only  procure  credit  from  thofe  to  whom  they  were 
fent  to  treat,  but  like  wife  of  that  degree  of  weight  and  con- 
fequence  at  home,  as  would  enfqre  a  ratification  or  approba- 
tion of  fuch  engagements,  as  they  might  think  proper  or  ne- 
ccffary  to  enter  into,  as  the  repirefeotativcs  of  the  Crown  and 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain.     He  meant  no  perfonal  difre* 
fpe£t  to  thofe  delegated  to  treat  with  Congiefs;  nothing 
could  be  farther  from  his  thoughts.     He  had  not  the  honour 
of  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the  nobk  Lord,  who  went 
out  at  the  head  of  that  commiffion,  nor  with  the  other  gen- 
tlemen who  afted  under  it ;  by  every  thing  he  could  learn, 
they  were  perfons  of  wonh  and  charader  :  but  he  would  put 
the  queftion  fairly  and  openly  to  their  Lordfhips,  if  they 
were  men  of  that  particular  defcription,  which  could  pro- 
mife  fuccefs  to  fo  arduous  and  important  an  undertaking? 
Wcr5  they  perfons  of  that  great  weight,  popularity,  impor- 
tance, and  charafter,  for  wifdom  fit  to  treat,  or  nt  to  pro- 
cure the  coiifidcrnce  of  thofe  with  whom  they  were  to  treat  ? 
iic  was  certain,  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  Lord  prefent,  not 
one  even  among  ad minift ration,  who  would  pledge  his  word, 
and  ^iTure  that  Houfe,  that  he  believed  the  affirmative. 

Among  many  others,  he  fliould  advert  to  two  inflances, 
which  he  read  lately,  one  drawn  from  antient,  the  other  from 
modern  ftory,  to  Ihew  the  public  prevalent  opinions  of  two 
wife  and  renowned  ftates,  the  one  related  bythjit  celebrated 
hiftorian  Thucydides,  the  other  by  that  great  man.  Sir 
Wiyiam  Temple*    The  firfl  vras  a  defcription  of  the  pcrtbns 
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fent  on  a  depuJtaiticA  from  Sparta  to  Athens,  who,  as  the  hi-* 
ftoriau  remarks,  were  received  with  the  moft  perfeft  attention 
and  refpcftj  and  whatever  they,  propofed  obtained  almoft 
implicit  credit;  becaufe,  fays  the  Greek  writer,  they  knew, 
the  deputies  to  be  pcrfons^  of  great  reputation  in  their  own 
country  ;  that  they  were  grave,  wifcj  and  experienced  men, 
of  public  virtue  and  private  integrity;  and  that  whatever 
terms  they  offered  or  acceded  to,  would  be  approved  of  and 
confirmed  by  the  ftate,  who  fent  them.  The  fecond  inftance 
was  that  of  the  embaffy  of  Sir  William  Temple,  who,  when 
fent  to  Holland  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  Dutch  war,  in 
order  to  enter  into  meafures  for  defeating  the  defigns  of 
France  againfl  that  republic,  was  complimented  by  one  of  the 
States  General  on  his  arrival  at  the  Hague,  who  told  him, 
that  he  efteeroed  him,  the  harbinger  of  fine  weather,  and 
funfhine,  like  the  fwallow. 

The  Hollanders  knew,  that  the  appearance  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  portended  good ;  they  knew  his  charafter ; 
they  were  perfuaded,  that  wifdom  and  moderation  prevailed 
in  the  councils,  which  didated  the  24)pointment ;  that  be 
was  not  the  tool  of  a  junto  or  cabal,  nor  would  fubmit  to 
be  the  inftrument  of  any  faction,  or  any  party ;  they  had 
before  experienced  his  wiidom,  his  moderation,  his  firmnefs, 
and  independent  fpirit ;  they  might  well,  therefore,  draw  the 
mofl  happy  omen  from  feeing  him ;  bccaufe  they  torefaw, 
that  England  was  in  earneft,  and  determined  to  be  fincere* 
Would  to  God  !  cried  his  Lordfliip,  that  we  had  another  Sir 
William  Temple,  who  might  go  as  a  fwallow  to  America,  as 
the  fore-runner  of  fununer  and  funfhine.  He  then  obferv- 
ed,  that  moft  certainly,  none  but  men  of  gravity,  wifdom, 
of  high  charafler,  and  great  and  tried  abilities  and  integrity, 
Jhould  have  been  fent  upon  the  errand ;  an  errand  or  em- 
baffy, he  would  venture  to  affirm,  taken  in  every  one  poffi- 
ble  point  of  view,  of  the  greatefl  confequence  that  ever  was 
fent  from  this  country.  Indee»i,  as  the  noble  Duke,  who 
moved  the  addrefs,  had  faid  fo  much,  and  expreffed  fuch 
ilrong  wifhes  for  a  reconciliation  with  America  ;  he  was  fur- 
prifed,  that  he  was  not  fent,'  in  order  to  effeft,  what  he 
feemed  to  have  fo  much  at  heart.  He  afl'ured  his  Grace,  he 
meant  it  ferioufly,  and  fhould  accompany  it  with  this  decla- 
ration, that  at  fuch  a  crifis,  and  on  fuch  an  cccafion,  he 
thought  no  man  at  liberty  to  refufc  the  acceptance  of  fuch  a 
truft,  .who  fhould  be  applied  to. 
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HU  Lofdfltip  having  held  out  the  comtfriffion,  the  powers 
gl^n  by  it,  and  the  abfurd  conccflions.  rclarive  to  the  liqui- 
dating the  debtsj  and  ^ving  deputies,  from  tlie  rcfpcftivc 
ftates,  feats  in  the  Britifti  fenate,  as  part  of  thofe  "inftruc- 
tibhs,  contrafted  thofe  extraordinary  propofitions,  with  the 
current  language  of  PafUAment,  finc«  the  eomrtiencemcnt  of 
the  Americart  contcft.  Parliatftentary  fupremady,  uncondi- 
tional fubtttiffion,  formed  part  of  the  dilly  boaftitigs  of  mi- 
liifters,  in  that  ahd  the  other  Houfe.  He  temihded  their 
Lordfhipii  of  What  he  had  formerly  told  thfcm,  in  the  rtidft 
of  Ihis  haughty,  infolent,  and^vam-glorJdu*  boJifting,  that 
the  time  would  come,  when  they  would  be  compelled  to  alter 
Iheir  ftile,  when  they  would.be  obliged  to  fue  in  ^he  moft  ab- 
jeft  and  humiliating  terms,  to  do  penance  in  fack  cloth  and 
ilhes,  and  crave  pardon  of  thofe  very  Atnericans,  whom 
they  had  fo  infolently  treated,  and  on  whom  they  had  heaped 
fo  many  itpeated  injuries,  and  fiich  lighal  opprefEon  and 
injuftice.  The  prophecy  was  already  fulfilled.  We  had 
hurtibled  ourfelvts,  to  tife  ah  expreffion  of  the  noble  Earl  in 
tte  blue  ribbortj  and  in  high  office  [Suflfclk]  at  the  foot  of 
ttat  vagrant  cottgrefs,  which  no  man  couM  liy,  where  they- 
We^c,  of  whither  they  intended  to  go  next. 

On  the  next  head,  that  of  the  hint  given  by  the  noble 
.  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  of  the  intended  mode  of  profecuting 
the  American  war,  in  oider  to  compel  the  colonies  to  accept 
of  terms  ;  this,  he  had  a  right  to  prefurtie,  related  to  an  in- 
tention of  burning  their  towns,  ufing  the  tomohawk,  defb- 
lating  the  interior  country  on  the  confines  of  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  ahd  carrying  fire  and  fword  among  the  defenceleft  and 
harmlcfs  inhabitants,  aiiiong  old  men,"  wonten,  children,  and 
infants.  This,  he  had  a  right  to  fuppofe,  were  the  means 
which  God  and  nature  had  put  into  the  hands  of  minifters 
[alluding  to  an  expreffion  of  Lord  Suffolk  laft  winter]  as  Xhb 
noble  Earl  was  filent  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion  put  to  him,  by 
k  noble  Earl  [Derby],  early  in  die  debate  ;  and  if  any  doubt 
had  remained  on  his  mind,  a  proclamation  ilTued  by  Gover- 
nor Tonyn,  in  Eaft  Florida,  offering  a  certain  reward  for 
fevery  fcalp  delivered  to  pcrfons  appointed  to  receive  theni> 
j^ut  it  beyond  qucftioh.  Of  fuch  a  plan  he  expreffed  the 
higheft  and  moft  utter  dcteftation  and  horror.  He  faid,  the 
^kn  was  diabolical,  horrid,  impious,  and  inhuman;  and  called 
moft  particularly  for  the  vengeance  of  Almighty  God.  It 
could  not  be  men,  but  monfters  that  devifed  it.  He  faid,  it 
«ras  as  weak  and  impolitic  as  wicked^  barbarous,  and  tin- 
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ehriftiaii;  aadif  tbe  language  of  minifters  was  to  foe  ht^'itv^ 
9dy  that  Praaoe  and  Aiaerica  compotbd  but  one  .enemy,  the 
condivfiDa  was  evidoit,  that  retaliation  would  be  the  con&t 
qnencc,  and  that  inftead  of  leaving  <iur  dependencies  open 
to  initcfaeries  of  a  iimilar  idnd^  our  whole  coaft  at  homf 
\ivoald  certaihly  meet  a  like  treatment,  the  French  privateers 
would  fluke  continual  laodings  qn  qur  fhores,  and  defolate  all 
our  villages  and  defencelefs  tou'ns ;  in  fhort,  the  horrors, 
mafiacrcs,  devaftabons,  and  Uoodihcd  that  would  enfue,  wero 
{booking  to  think  of,  and  muft,  in  the  end,  draw  univerfal 
€xeoration  and  public  puniihment;  upon  the  bloody,  cruel^ 
and  peleotlefs  amhors  of  them. 

His  Lordlhip  proceeded,  and  fpoke  on  the  capture  of  Do* 
miiuoa,  which,  he  £ud,  woidd  be  probably  followed  by 
ibme  odar  eirents  of  a  iimilar  nature*  He  faid,  the  four 
iilands,  Grenada,  St.  Vincents,  Tobago,  and  Dominica,  had 
but  one  faattalioo,  compofed  of  171  rank  and  Ale ;  the  whole 
Wefb^India  iflaads  but  i\oq  effief^ive  men  ;  and  Dominica 
BO  moce  than  forty-x)n& fit  for  a£lual  duty,  though  there  were 
64000L  fpent  on  the  fortifications  alone,  and  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fixty  pieces  of  cannon  and  mortars  on  the  ifland, 
at  the  time  it  was -taken ;  which  was  not  only  a  coniiderable 
lofs,  Int  agreat  niichief ;  as  it  aniwered  .every  end  of  a  mi« 
Ucary  arfenal,  and  iavcd  our  enemies  the  trouble  of  tranfport* 
ing  ordnance  from  Europe  at  a  great  rifque  and  expence,  for 
the  parpoiie4Bf  caj^rying  on  cither  o£cn£v^  or  dcitafive  opc« 
rations. 

He  ^ek  fonc  tiaie  on  the  lofs  that  ifland  was  to  this 
country,  both  in^point  of  copimerce  and  as  a  place  of  arms, 
particialady  refpe&ing  its  vicinity  to  the  French  iiland  of 
Maj«inioo,  and  the  protection  it  would  affi>rd  to  our  trade 
and  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  the  annoy «» 
anoe  it  aanft  be  the  means  of  giving  to  that  of  our  enemies* 
He  aflured  their  Locdihips,  that  our  Weft  India  merchants 
were  in  a  ftate  of  defpondeccy,  little  fhort  of  defpair  ;  they 
were  not  only  iopared  by  what  bad  already  happened,  but 
were  infinitely  alarmed  at  much  greater  mifchiefs,  they  had 
a  right  to£sar«  He  inftanced  particularly  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Oliver  a«  a  proof  of  the  fituation  of  the  Weft- India  mer- 
chants. He  deicribed  Mr.  Oliver  as  a  moft  worthy  and  re- 
fpeftaUc  ctoraAer,  notwithfianding  the  infamous  and  illibe- 
ral tceatme»t  wbidi  he  had  been  honoured  with  in  a  certain 
4aily  print.  There  was  not  a  doubt,  he  faid,  but  aU  the 
Leeward  and  Weft*Ihdia  Iflands  muft  ^o,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  end 
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was  put  to  the  war  with  America^  The  laogvage  of  th© 
planters  certainly  muft  be,  "  You,  America,  arc  the  ftrong- 
eft,  and  you  mull:  have  us."  Let  the  king's  fcrrants  rcfleft  a 
little  on  the  confequence  pf  •  ftich  an  event.  The  Weft- Indiaa^ 
generally  came  over  to  England,  and  fpcnt  their  fortunes 
amongft  us  :  there  was  fearce  a  fpace  of  ten  miles  together, 
throughout  this  country,,  where  the  houfe  and  eftate  of  a 
rich  Weft-Indian  were  not  to  be  feen.  If  the  Iflands  -went 
Irom  us,  the  poffeffors  of  the  plantations-  in  thcfe  lilands  mufk 
neceflariiy  leave  the  kingdom,  the  revenue  therefore  would 
fuffer  materially.  Thefe,  therefore,  were  well  worth  a  mo- 
ment's refleftion  in  the  minds  of  the  king-sdenrants.  Let  them 
;ilfo  look  at  home,  poverty  and  want  of  money  were  univcr- 
verfal ;  eftates  were  daily  finking  in  their,  vajue  ;  what  for- 
merly fetched  from  twenty  to  thirty,  or  even  forty  years 
•    purchafe,  were  now  fold  for  twenty. 

His  Lordfhip  went  into  a  greit  variety  of  mifcellaacous 
matter,  which  cannot  be  fo  properly  arranged  under  any  of 
the  heads  we  have, mentioned  ;  but  which  nevcrthelcft  fub- 
ftantially  applied  to  the  fubjeft  matter  of  debate. 

He  complimented  Congreis  .greatly  on  their  judgnient, 
wifdom,  and  aftive  and  deliberative  abilities.  He  faid,;they 
were  well  accjuainted  with  the  fpirit  of  our  counfeb,  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  thofc.who  condu£ted  them,  the 
means  employed  by  them  to  dircft  and  controul  Parliament, 
and  their  leparatc  and  collcftivc  views-  0£  this,  they  had 
given  a  great  number  of  inftances,  and  in  none  more  .than 
the  reception  they  gave  our  commiilioners,  whom  they  knew 
were  not  armed  with  efFeSive  powers:  of  a  folid  and  perma- 
nentxonciliation ;  but  only  fent  with  a  view  tb  break  their  late 
cojaneftion,  feparate  them  from  France,  and  divide  them,  by 
creating' faSion  among  their  leaders j  in  order  to  carry  the 
favourite  tncatures  of  their  employers  into  execution.  While 
ho.  wa$  up,  he  could  not  forbear,  taking  notice  of.  a  pafiage, 
in  J  a  celebrated  pamphlet,  ca^ed  Common  Scnfe,  where  the 
author,  among  other  oblervations  equal! y  fenfible  and  fhrewd, 
takes  ani  opportunity  of  reprel'enting  in  terms  of  the  ftrong- 
pit  ridht^ule,  the  boaftcd  advantages  of  the  Britdh  confiitu« 
tiqn,  which  he  defcribcs  in  the  following  pointed  iimile. 
After  the  Parliament  had  provided  a  fct  of  Iron  bars  and 
locks,  for  the  purpol'c  of  reftraining  tlie  king's  prerogative, 
the  members  had  gone  down  on  their  knees  to  his  Majefty, 
and  pjcayed  l>im  to  accept  of  the  keys. 
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With  regard  to  France,  her  conduft  was  beyond  all  in- 
ftance  treacherous  and  unjaftifiable.  The  calb  of  Qucea 
Elizabeth's  affifting  the  States  of  .Holland  had  been  menti- 
oned by  way  of  parallel,  but  it  did  not  apply.  Queen. Eli- 
zabeth's reign?  ^bo'  he  difliked  the  interior  of  it,  was  in  all  the 
great  and  material  circumftances  of  government,  wife  and  po- 
htic.  That  princefs  forefaw  the  confequences  of  the  revolt  of 
the  United  States,  and  (he  over  and  over  again  warned  Spain 
of  its  danger,  declaring  that  (he  muft,  if  the  matter  was  not 
put  a  ftopto,  be  under  the  neceffity  of  entering  into  an  al- 
liance with  the  States  of  Holland,  and  affording  them  a(fi- 
ftance  both  of  men  and  money.  Was  this  at  all  iimilar  to  the 
conduft  of  France  refpefting  America  ?  Had  France  given 
us  any  notice  on  the  Ibbjeft  ?  Had  fhc  previoufly  urged  the 
neceiHty  of  her  regarding  the  welfare  of  her  commerce,  and 
tlierefore  entering  into  a  treaty  with  America  ?  If  fhe  had. 
Parliament  were  ignorant  of  any  fuch  intimation.  Parlia- 
ment had  repeatedly  heard  the  contrary.  It  had  been  the 
language  from  tlie  throne,  and  the  language  from  minifters  in 
that  Houfe  for  years,' that  France  had  renewed  her  profef- 
fions  of  amity,  that  common  prudence  would  prevent  her  in^ 
terferiiig,  and  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be  dreaded  from 
that  quarter.  France  thereforfc,  if  her  condaft  had  been 
reported  properly,  wa*  without  an  cxcufe.  She  merited  the 
fjullcft  vengeance  of  this  country,  and,  no  doubt,  <ivery  one 
©f  his  Majefty's  fubjedts  would  join  readily  in  re(i(ling  and 
endeavouring  to  check  her  career  ;  fo  far,  therefore,  was  he 
from  thinking  the  fpcech  too  warm  in  that  part  which  related 
to  France,  that  he  did  not  think  it  fpoke  of  her  conduft  in 
terms  of  fufficient  warmth,  or  fuificient  indignation  and  re- 
fen  tment.- 

He  feid,  the  abjeft,  difgraceful,  and  calamitous  fituatioa 
of  .this  country  was  fuch,  that  inftead  of  voting  an  addids, 
fiUiag:  the  ears  of  his^  Majefty  with  flattery  and  adulation, 
aacLoompiimenting  mini(terson  that  very  conduft  which  had 
caufed  our  -misfortunes,  it  was  high  lime  that  all  parties 
united,  and  joined  heartily  in-  dragging  forth  to  condign  pu- 
nifhment,  and,  what  was  worfc,  to  public  execration,  thofe 
minifters,  tliofeevil  counfellors,  whole  weak  r.nd  wicked  ad- 
vice had  impoledon  tihcir  fovereign,  and  led  him  into  an  ac- 
cordance with  fuch  afyftcm  of  injufticc,  impolicy,  and  in- 
humamty,  as  was  unparalled  in  hiftory,  and  would  etcroally 
difgrace  tbe:annals:of  Great  Britain.  His  Majefty,  he  knew 
perfeftly  well  to  be  a  prince  of  too  noble,  too  gracious,  too 
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benetolent,  and  tbo  paternal  it  nature,  for  it  to  b9  poflibk 
tiiat  ho  had  himfelf  phnned  the  meafiires  refpefting  America, 
as  the  miniftry  had  dared  to  iniinuate.  It  wa»  not.poffihle 
that  be  could  look  with  calmnei^  on  the  daily  decreafe  of  his 
dominions,  could  fee  the  fatal  eifefts  of  the  AihericaQ  war, 
and  refolve  to  profecute  fo  ruinous  a  projieA,  unleis  his  mind 
was  poifoned  by  the  pcifilential  councils  of  thofe  men,  who, 
having  plunged  us  into  the  moft  dilafterous  iituation,  would 
ftill  purfue  their  evil  defigns,  and  entail  inevitable  ruin  on 
the  kingdom,  rather  than  forego  their  places.  Sydney  and 
Locke  were  the  authors  to  whom  our  forefathers  looked  up 
as  the  oracles  of  good  government.  Thofe  great  authorities 
were  now  proved  to  be  fallacious  and  ignorant  pretenders  to 
their  fubjed,  by  theprefent  wife,  and  felf-taught  fetof  Ma- 
chiavels.  In  former  days,  the  various  departments  of  the  ic« 
giflative  and  executive  branches  of  the  ftate  were  kept  fcpa- 
rate ;  judges  were  confined  to  their  juries,  and  to  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  juftice,  and  not  fuffered  to  mix  as  members  of  the 
legiflative  and  executive  parts  of  government.  Excepting  in 
the  cafe  of  Jwdge  Jefferies  of  famous  miwnory,  he  did  not  re- 
colled  a  lawyer  coming  as  a  minifter  into  that  Houfe,  much 
more  coming  to  take  his  feat  like  another  Lord  Chaacellor 
with  his  train-bearer  behind  him. 

His  Lordfhip  concluded  a  fpeech  of  full  two  hours  long, 
witli  ikying,  that  altho'  he  was  of  no  party  (the  caufe  of  which, 
be  prelumed,  was,  becajuf^  he  did  not  come  into  public  life 
under  the  wing  of  any  party)  and  preferred,  and  ever  fhould, 
men  to  meafures ;  that  the  condud,  temper,  and  a]^arent 
difpofition  of  the  prefent  minifters,  were  fo  ftrongly  marked 
with  infamy,  we^knefs,  and  wickednefs,  that  be  would  chear- 
fully  join,  and  co-operate  with  any  fet  of  men,  to  drag  them 
from  their  prefent  fituatioos,  and  render  tbem  the  objeAs  of 
cxamj>le,  by  punifliing  them  in  a  manner  fuited  to  their 
crimes  and  notorious  demerits.  The  public  had,  he  obfcrv- 
ed,  for  fome  time,  fallen  into  J^lethargy.  Their  ftuppr^ how- 
ever, was  nearly  at  an  end  ;  it  muft  of  neccffity  be  foon 
fliakcn  off;  and  then,  woe  be  to  the  authors  of  the  impend** 
ing  ruin,. and  a£lual  difgrace,  with  which  this  country-  was 
labouring  and  threatened.  He  faid,  he  entirely. approved  ok 
the  fentiments  of  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  cafly  [Briftol] 
and  fI)ould,  for  that  reafon,  voce  to  have  the  addnofe  lufpcnd- 
ed,  .till  an  enquiry  was  firft  had  in  order  to  afeertam  the 
truth  of  the  fads  let  forth  in  the  fpeech,  and  the  propriety  of 
adopting  the  meafures  which  it  recoffiroetndqdi 
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The  Houfe  divided,  for  the  addttfs  67 ;  again*  it  3J. 
Nffvember  27.. 

The  Lords  prefented  their  addrefs  to  the  King  at  St. 
James's. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lorda 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,   in  Parliament  aflembled. 
Moft  Grticious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majefty's  moff  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  tht 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parliament  aiTembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  moft 
gracious  fpecch  from  the  throne. 

We  have  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  thofeob- 
jeAs  which  rtnder  the  pre(bnt  conjunfture  worthy  of  the  moft 
ferious  attention. 

TTic  difturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity  by  the  court  of 
France,  without  pretence  of  provocation  or  colour  of  com- 
plaint, the  clandeftine  affiftance,  the  avowed  fupport,  the  for- 
mal engagements  which,  at  different  periods,  that  court  has 
not  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  its  honour,  to  afford  to  your 
Majefty's  revolted  fubjefts  in  North  America,  and  to  conclude 
with  the  leaders  of  rebellion,  excite  in  our  breads,  a  juft  ab« 
horrenceof  the  violation  of  every  public  principle  whichfuch 
a  conduA  manifefts,  and  a  determination  to  concur  in  every 
meafure,  which  may  enable  your  Majefty  to  refent  with  ef- 
fed,  the  hoftilities  committed  on  your  faithful  fubjeAs,  and 
theaftual  invafion  of  your  Majefty 's  dominions  in  America 
and  the  Weft  Indies. 

Wc  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  grateful  fenfe  of  the  tender 
concern  for  tht  happincfs  of  your  people,  which  has  uniform-* 
)y  induced  your  Maiefty  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  and  will  make  your  Majefty  deiirous  to  fee  the 
return  of  peace,  whenever  it  can  be  effeScd  with  perfe£t 
honour  and  fecurity  to  the  right9  of  this  country. 

At  the  fame  time  we  return  your  Majefty  our  dutiful  thanks 
for  your  great  care  in  taking  the  proper  and  ncceflary  mea* 
furcs  for  difappointing  the  malignant  defigns  of  our  enemies, 
and  alfo  for  making  general  reprifals,  and  for  the  protec- 
tion which  has  been  derived  from  the  vigilance  of  your  Ma« 
{'efty'a  fleets  to  our  cxtenfive  commerce,  in  moft  of  its 
iranohes,  while  that  of  the  enemy  has  materially  fuffered  by 
the  adive  and  enterprizing  fpiritof  our  fellow  fubjeds :  Ana 
we  hope,  although  your  Majefty's  efforts  have  not  hitherto, 
been  attended  withal]  the  fuccefs,  which  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe  and  the  vigoar  of  our  exertions  feemcd  to  promife,  that 
confeqisences  more  adequate  to  both  may  refult  from  the  ani- 
iiMited  execution  of  firm  agd  active  councils,  which  the  time 
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requires^  and  with  which  the  fpirited   perfeverance  of  the 
Britifli  nation  has  fo  often  furmounted  the  greateft  difficulties. 

It  is  with  concern  we  learn,  that  the  conciliatory  meafures 
of  Parliament    have   not  yet  had  the   good  effect  with  yoor 
'Majcfty's  revolted   fubjefts,  which  was  due  to*  the  wiidom 
and  temper  with  which  they  were  planned. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  fully  fenfiblc  that  the  national 
honour  and  fecurity  loudly  calls  for  the  mofl  adiive  exer- 
tions, we  will  (Irenuoufly  concur  in -fupporting  your  Ma- 
jefty,  that,  under  the  bleffing  of  God,-  means  may  be  derived 
from  the  conduft  and  intrepidity  of  your  Majefty's  officers 
and  forces,  by  fca  and  land,  and  the  yet  undaunted  /piritof  the 
nation,  to  vindicate  and  maintain  the  honour  of  the  crowir, 
and  the  interefts  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 

We  return  yourMajefty  our  cordial  acknowledgements  for 
having  called  forth  the  militia,  to  affift  in  the  interior  defence 
of  this  country ;  and  it;  is  with  joy  and  exultation  we  hear 
the  gracious  teftimony  your  Majefly  is  pleafed  to  bear  to  the 
public  fplrit,  the  fteady  ardour,  and  love  of  their  country,  which 
animate  that  national  force,  and  unite  all  ranks  of  yolir  Ma- 
jefty's  faithful  fubjefts  in  giving  fignal  proofs,  to  all  the 
world,  of  a  loyalty  and  zeal  which  muft  render  us  fafe  at 
hoqie  and  refpe£ted  abroad. 

Kis  Majefty's  Anfwer. 
My  Lords, 

I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs  :  The  zeal 
you  (hew  for  my  honour  and  fupport,  and  the  firmnefs  and 
vigour  you  manifeft  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  cannot  fail 
to  produce  the  beft  cffcds  ;  it  nluft  add  confidence  to  my 
people,  and  encourage  animated  efforts  to  withfland,  oppofc, 
and  fubduc,  every  hoitile  attack  upon  the  honour  and  inte- 
xefls  of  my  kingdoms. 

Adjourned  to  December  4, 

December  4.  ' 

TheMtr-  The  Marquis  of  Utffi/VA^OT  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he 
jlj!fi#»r*«r,  ^^^  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance  to  lay  before  thc^ir 
Lordfbips,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  admit  of  a  mo* 
ment's  delay.  It  had  arifen  fince  the  adjournment  of  the 
Houfe,  which  he  was  forry  had  been  fo  long,  at  this  very  cri- 
tical jun£iure.  His  Lordfaip  faid,  he  had  in  his  hand  a  pro- 
clamation or  manifcflo,  faid  to  have  been  publiflied  by  his 
Majefty's  comiriiTioncrs  in  America;  but  as  it  was  not  fulU' 
authenticated,  though  univerfally  believed  to  be  by  their  au- 
thority, he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  he  (hould  reguiarly 
briiig  it  be/ore  ihe  Hgufe,  whether  by  calling  on  the  lords  ia> 
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admtoiftratton  in  the  Houfe,  to  know  if  .thqr  tllow  it  to  he 
authentic }  or  hy  what  other  mode,  fo  that  the  ^matter  might 
be  diicufled  immediately,  for  it  contained  declarations  incon- 
fiflent  with  humanity  or  (bund  policy. 

Lord  TburUw  [The  Chancellor]  faid,  that  the  ufual  mode  totd  Thr*. 
of  communication  between  the  throne  and  Parliament,  in  the  ^^* 
cafe  pf  producing  ftate^  papers  called  for  hy  the  Houfe,  was 
to  prefent  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  wodld 
be    gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  them   to  be  laid    before  the 
Houle.     He  knew  of  no  other,  except  papers  .were  produced 
by  any  Peer,  and  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  being  Peers,  and 
prefent,  thought  proper  to  authenticate  fuch  papers,  by  which 
means  they  came  diredly   before  the  Houfe  to  bcf  difcufled* 
But  as  to  tne  proclamation  in  quefti^,  this  laft  method  could 
not  be  taken,. becaufe  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies,  ' 
through  wbofe  department  it  paflfed,  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Houie ;  therefore  he  knew  of  no  other  Parliamentary  method 
ef  bringing  it  before  the  Houfe  but  by  addrefs. 

The  Duke  of  Gra/Un^  after  mentioning  his  aftoniflirtient  The  Duke 
at  the  fupinenefs  of  the  people  out  of  doors  in  fitting  ftill  un-  oiGrtfim^ 
der  the  lofsof  their  commerce,  and  public  misfortunes  in  every 
quarter,  patiently  waiting  for  better  days,  added,  that  he 
.  concurred  with  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the  ufual  Piarliamentary 
mode  of  addreiling  the  throne  for  ftate  papers  ;  and  ihould  on- 
ly obferve,  that  there  were  other  means,  befides  thofe  men-  r 
tioned  by  the  noble  Lord  ;  for  papers  were  oftpn  ordered  by  the 
Houfe  to  be  produced  by  officers  under  the  crown  wichouc  any 
addrefs ;  and  he  thought  this  matter  of  fuchconfequence,  that 
the  delay  it  bad  already  fuftered  by  the  adjournment  might  be 
inconvenient* 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  obferved,  that  the  proclamation  The  Duke 
was  of  fo  criminal  a  nature,  that  it  muftend  in  public  jufticej  oiRifhmimd* 
it  was  therefore  no  wonder  that  the  friends  of  thofe  mlnifters 
^bo  bad  advifed  the  mcafurfc,  (Hould  wi(b  to  adhere  to  a 
form  which  might  prevent  judicial  enquiry;  for  they  might 
put  a  negative  on  the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  paper  being  produced  at  all,  if  there  was  no  other 
method ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  he 
had  moved  laft  feffion  for  papers,  which  were  ordered,  and 
produced  by  minifters  without  any  addrefs:  He  had  alfo  read 
papers  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  which  minifters  prefent  had  al- 
lowed to  be  authentic,  and  the  Houfe  had  proceeded  to  take 
them  into  confideratton ;  he  therefore  thought  that  as  this 
paper  was  notorioufly  known  to  be  authentic,  being  printed 
Vol.  XII.  H  .   by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


so  PARLIAMENTARY  A*  177I. 

bv  the  King's  printer  at  New  York,  it  might  be  taken  as 
tne  beft  evidence  in  the  ufual  mode  obferved  on  trials.. 
VordCm.       Lord  Camdiu  admitted,  that   the;  general  Parliameittar/ 
^^  ufage  was,  (as  had  been  obferved  by  the  noble  Lord  on  the 

woolfack)  to  addrefs  the  throne ;  but  there  were  other  me- 
thods in  particular  cafes,  and  their  Lordfhips  in  their  judi* 
cial  capacity  had  a  right  to  ufe  their  own  difcretion,  and 
zOi  as  circumftances  direfted.  They  might  follow  the  or« 
djnary  mode  of  the  inferior  courts  ot  law,  and  admit  written 
evidence  as  authentic  that  was  not  deemed  to  be  fo.  To  be 
fure  the  paper  bearing  the  ftamp  of  authenticity,  as  ifliiingfrona 
the  King's  Printing  office  at  New  York,  was  fati$fadory 
proof  of  iu  authenticity,  but  not  legal  evidence  here.  He 
only  contended,  that  their  Lordfiiips  certainly  bad  it  in  their 
power  to  admit  the  authenticity  of  the  paper,  and  to  proceed 
upon  it  if  they  thought  proper. 
Lord  ««r-  Lord  ThurUw  (The  Chancellor)  came  forward  a  fecond 
^"^  time,  and  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  ftand  up  for  un« 

fubftantial  forms ;  but  for  the  dignity  of  Parliament :    He 
muft  objed  to  the  breaking  through  that  duty  and  civility 
which  the  Houfe  had  obferved,  time  out  of  mind,  in  pro-- 
curing  communications  from  the  throne,  of  ftate  papers  to 
be  laid   before  Parliament.     It  was  a  principle  founded  in. 
the  conftitution  to  obferve  this  order,  and  he  had  no  other 
view  in  recommending  to  their  Lordfhips  not  to  depart  from 
it.     He  likewife  thought  there  could  be  no  other  way  of 
introducing  the  paper  as  authentic.    With  refpeft  to  mini- 
fters  putting  a  negative  upon  the  addrefs,  that  could  not  be ; 
A  minifter  m  that  Houfe  was  no  more  than  any  other  Peer^ 
except  being  officially  better  informed,  fo  as  to  enable  hioi 
to  give  reafon,  or  attempt  to  difluade  their  Lordfhips  againft 
any  meafure,  while  it  was  in  debate ;  but  after  that,  a  mini* 
fier  had  only  a  fingle  vote,  and  therefore  could  not  put   a 
negative  on  any  motion  that  met  with  the  approbation  of  a 
majority. 
The  Mtr-       The  Marquis  oS  Rockingham  moved,  "  that  an  humble  ad- 
l^uLtu^.  drefs  /hould  be  prcfcnted  to  his  Majefty,  that  be  would  be 
^  "     '  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  copies  of  all  letters  and  other  papers 
publiflied  at  New  York  by  order  of  his  Majefty 's  commif- 
fioners,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe/'     Ordered, 

That  this  Houfe  will  take  the  faid  papers  into  confideratioa 
on  Monday  next ;  and  that  all  the  Lords  be  fummoned   to 
^tend. 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  December  7* 

Decemher 
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Dicembir  7. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockiugbam  dcfired  that  the  paper  moved  The  Mar- 
for  laft  Friday,  entitulcd,  A  maninfefto  and  proclamation  j^^^L^^, 
publilhcd  at  New  York  on  the  3d  of  Odobcr  1778,  and  *V^^ 
jigned,  «<  Carlifle,  H.  Clinton,  and  W.  Eden,"  micht  be 
read ;  the  clerk  of  the  crown  accordingly  read  it.  His  Lord- 
£hip  (aid,  he  thought  he  ought  to  apologize  to  the  Houfe  for 
the  trouble  he  was  going  to  give  them,  particularly  as  there 
were  fo  many  noble  Lords  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe,  fo 
much  more  equal  to  the  taik  he  was  about  to  undertake. 
He  then  opened  his  motion,  and  read  the  objcAionable  paf- 
fages  in  the  manifefto,  which  were  meant  to  be  included  in 
his  motion;  and  the  fame  being  read  from  the  wbolfack,  his 
Lordihip  proceeded.  Hefaid,  that  a  bare  recital  of  the  paf* 
fages  thus  felefted,  was  a  fuiEcient  ground  for  faying,  that 
thd  mini&ers  or  advifers  of  this  meafure,  deierved  the  moft 
fevere  reprehenfion.  He  thought  it  extremely  neceflfary,  that 
their  Lordihips  (hould  take- the  earlieft  opportunity  of  tefii- 
fying  their  difavowal  of  its  contents.  Such  a  declaration  was 
now  become  abfolutely  neceflary,  as  well  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  honour,  dignity,  and  charader  of  the  Sovereign, 
as  to  refcue  the  Britifh  name  from  that  load  of  infamy  and 
difgrace^  it  muft  continue  to  incur,  Ibould  it  go  forth  among 
the'civilized  nations  of  Europe,  that  a  mode  of  making  war, 
fo  contrary  to  thofe  eftabliflied  among  themfelyes,  ihould  be 
tolerated,  much  lefs  be  approved  of  by  a  Britifh  Parliament. 

He  faid,  the  manifefto  muft  fill  every  honeft,  feeling  man 
with  horror  and  aftonifhment.  He  read  it,  he  confefled,  with 
a  mixture  of  grief  and  indignation.  The  paper  carried  on 
the  very  face  of  it,  the  ftrongeft  marks  and  fulleft  evidence 
of  its  being  totally  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  morality,  and  good  policy. 

In  order  to  proceed  with  due  folemnity,  he  had  on  the 
preceding  Frida]^,  communicated  his  femiments  concerning  it, 
and  his  intentions  of  making  a  motion  in  confequence 
that  their  Lordfhips  might  in  the  mean  time,  turn  their 
attention  to  the  contents,  weigh  the  import  of  the  pafiTages 
which  ftruck  him  as  fo  highly  objeftionable,  and  from  the 
impulfe  of  their  ovrn  feelings,  be  enabled  to  judge,  what 
vote  it  would  be  proper  to  give,  when  the  paper  came  to  be 
detemnined  upon,  without  being  taken  unawares,  and  hur-  • 
ried  into  a  precipitate  vote  on  the  occafion.  Whether  from 
a  mifconception  of  the  atrocious  intenfions  of  the  fraqtiers  of 
it,  or  by  being  deceived  by  the  ingenious  and  infidious  glofs 
which  artful  men  might  endeavour  to  put  upon  it  ^  what  was 
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it9  evident  and  obvious  import;  no  lefs  than  a  denunciation  of 
vengeance  againft  the  weak,  defenoelefs,  and  innocent ; 
againft  rebels,  as  well  dirarmed  as  arm^  \  coilfoondingfriendi 
and  foes  in  one  undiftinguifhed  mafs,  and  infliftingthc  moft 
horrid  barbarities  upon  them  indifcrimtnaftefy.  cut  what 
marked  this  bloodjr  meafure  from  alofoft  every  thing  which 
fell  within  the  compafs  of  bis  knowledge,  or  teading  Was, 
that  no  benefit  whatever  for  the  prefent,  or  iir  future,  was 
propofed  to  be  derived  front  it  $  nothing  but  wanton  mdr- 
ders,  maflacres,  conflagrations,*  and  unceaifirig  defdlaKion. 
The  meafure  did  not  come  with  fo  much  as  even  an  implied, 
touch  lefs  adire£l  promife  of  its  being  prodddtive  of  one 
Mod  confeqtienee;  on  the  contrary,  it  contfi?hed  afracknow-* 
ledgment,  that  the  only  motive  which  a6tuated  tli^  brcafts^ 
of  thofe  who  planned  it,  was  Iblely  to  render  our  colonies  of 
ts  little  avail  to  France  as  poffibie. 

The  only  two  important  confidefations,  he  wifhed  to  torh- 
])are  and  prefs  upc/n  their  Lordthips  ^ere,  the  ob^iGluB  fenfe 
of  the  paflages  ob^eAed  to,  and  the  eiFe^  they  were  likely 
to  produce. 

Before  he  delivered  his  fentimehts  dn  the  firft  bf  thefe,  he 
bcggfd  leave  to  ftate  a  circumflance,  which  might  ffieW  that 
in  refpefl  of  the  conftrudion  he  meant  td  put  upon  them, 
be  was  not  entirely  fingular  in  his  opifiion,  and  it  was  this  : 
He  happened  the  other  night,  he  faid,  to  be  prefent  in  an  af- 
femblyof  gentlmen,  [Houfe  of  Commons]  where  the  verr  paper 
now  under  their  Lordihips  consideration,  came  to  be  tnefob- 
jt&  of  converfatioA.  Its  Contents  gave  birth  to  vslridusopi* 
nions,  Thofe  who  dire^ly  defended  the  maniitfto,  were  of 
two  defcriptions.  One  of  them  gravely  contended,  that  it 
was  no  more  than  a  pui^Iic  a  A  or  declaration,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  explanatory  of  her  futtire  intended  condud,  in 
the  profecution  of  the  war  againft  her  rebellious  fubjefl's,  who 
weiie  no  longer  to  exped  lenity  at  our  hands,  but  were  to  be 
treated  as  the  allies  of  France;  and  confequently  to  be  made 
to  feel  all  the  inconveniencies  and  fcvericics,  which  they  had 
Si  right  to  expeA,  according  to  the  ufages  and  eftabliihed  li-^ 
tnitations  of  war,  acknowledged  by  civilized  ftates  at  enmity 
w'lth  each  other,  inftead  of  any  further  fruitlefs  endeavours 
to  bring  her  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  her  duty,  by  a  mixture  of 

•Indulgence  to  her  errors,  and  moderate  corredion.  Thofe 
who  held  thefe  fentiments,  exprefled  the  moft  marked  «ab- 
horence  and  deteftation  of  the  fenfe  put  on  the  paper  in  the 
fame  aflembly.     They  declared  with  every  appearance  of  fo- 

hmnity  and  iincerity,  that  no  fucb  thing  vr^  harboured  in 
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the  minds  of  tlMfe  who  advifcd  the  meafure.  To  nothing  but 
wilfal  bh'ndnefS)  and  a  perverfion  of  the  common  modes  of 
fpeecht  could  torture,  ftrain,  and  reft  the  .words  to  fo  ill 
fouffded  a  conftrut^ion. 

Another  fct  of  perfons,  with  whom  only  in  this  inftance 
alone^  he  happened  to  agree,  fpoke  ingenuoufly,  and  with* 
out  referveor  difguife.  They  acknowledged  that  the  procla- 
mation adually  denounced  vengeance  and  defblatton,  and. 
defended  it  on  the  ground  of  neccffity,  and  found  policy.  He 
contefTcd,  he  continued  for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  (iifpence, 
whether  mofi  to  applaud  the  condudl  of  thofe^  who  with  the 
moft  horrid  intentions  of  blood  and  daughter,  endeavoured 
to  hide  their  rearl  intentions,  under  an  appearance  of  a4hcr- 
ing  to  the  rules  and  ufages  of  civilized  war ;  or  of  thofe,  who 
letaining  the  fame  difpofition,  boldly  proclaimed  it.  Upon 
weighing  the  merits  of  both,  he  confefled  the  ftate  prepon- 
derated  in  favour  of  the  latter,  in  his  judgment. 

He  obferved,  that  there  was  a  third  defcriptiont  who  de«« 
fended  the  propriety  of  the  paper ;  who  not  uniting  with  ei- 
ther of  the  forgoing,  wifhed  not  to  undertake  to  defend  the 
meafure;  nor  yet  publicly  difavow  its  contents;  who  af- 
feded  not  to  confider  the  manifeftq  as  a  paper  of  ftate,  but 
merely,  as  the  ingenious  literary  produi^ion  of  Mr.  Adam 
Fergufon.  Here  doubts  were  ftarted  both  refpeding  the  iden- 
tity of  the  author,  hb  ftileand  compolition,  and  his  real  in- 
tentions ;  but  they  were  foon  done  away,  for  the  fame  gentle* 
man  [Governor  Johnfton^]  acknowledged  that  the  fyftem 
of  war  announced,  was  a  (Vftem  of  blood  and  deiblation, 
ind  that  it  was'perfeAly  juftiftable. 

But  without  wilhing  to  derive  weight  from  the  opinions  of 
individiuls,  he  was  clear  that  the  proclamation  itfelf,  without 
any  aid  from  acknowledgments  or  anecdotes,  would  fuUf 
fuppjy  every  thing  neceflary  for  its  own  proper  elucidation* 
It  was  fpecific  and  dired,  and  conceived  in  terms  of  the  ut« 
moft  barbaritv  and  unlimited  feveriry. 

His  Loiduip  then  read^feveral  -paragraphs  in  the  mani- 
fefto,  and  aiked  if  the  extremes  of  i^ar  and  defolatiouf  were 
not  expreffionsy  that  were  very  different  from  declarations  of  - 
war  and  hoftility,  denounced  againft  enemies  preparing  toen« 
ter  intOt  or  adlually  engaged  in  war  ?  After  enumeratmg  the 
bleffin^  to  be  derived  rrom  peace,  and  a  civil  conne<£iion  with 
this  countnr,  what  does  the  performance  fay  to  induce  the 
people  of  America  to  return  to  that  connection,  in  the  event 
of  ft  refufad  i  ^'  But  we  think  it  right  to  have  them  fully 
aware  of  the  change,  which  the  maintaining  fuch  a  poiition 
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[an  alliance  and  connexion  with  France  in   preference  to 
Great  Britaihj  muft  make  in  the  whole,  and  future  condu£k 
of  this  war,"  &c.     If  there  was  any  thing  in  words^  which 
could  be  called  dired,  definite,  and  fpecihc,  this  paflfage  im- 
'   ported  a  change  of  condud,  and  of  the  principle,  which  was 
to  iircSt  it.    Again,  attend  to  the  following  contraft,  in  the 
fame  fentence.     **  The  policy,  as  well  ashenevolence  have 
thus  far  checked  the  extremes  of  war,  when  they  tended  to 
diftrefs  a  people  ftill  confidered  as  our  fellow  fubjeAs,  and  to 
defolate  tf  country  (hortly  again  to  become  a  fource  of  mu- 
tual adv4Intage  )   but  when  that  country  profefle^the  unnatu- 
ral defi^n  of  not  only  eftranging,*'  &c.    The  whole  conteft  is 
changed,  and  the  queftion  is,  how  far  Great  Britain,  by  e?e-'; 
ty  means  in  her  power,  may  dcftroy  or  render  ufelefs,  a  con- 
nexion contrived  ior  her  ruin,  and  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  France  ?  His  Lordfhip  recommended  to  every  difpaffionate 
perfon  prcfcnt,  to  take  the  context,  and  fee,  whether  the  for- 
mer lenity,   benevolence,    and  parental  tendernefs  of   this 
country,  was  not  to  be  totally  changed  ;  and  if  the  extremes 
of  war  and  defolation  were  not  defcribed  as  checked,  and 
were  no  longer  to  be  reftrained,   if  the  contingent  caufes 
fhould  continue  to  fubfift  ;   namely,  a  refolution  to  feparate 
from  this  country,  the  unnatural  defign  of  eftranging  them- 
felves,  and  of  mortgaing  their  refourees^  &c.  which  are  the 
conditions  precedent  to  the  removal  of  the  checks  and  re- 
ft raints  which  have  hitherto  prevented  Great  Britain,  from 
motives  of  policy  and  good  will^  from  reforting  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  war  and  defolation. 

If  any  doubt  yet  remained,  in  the  breaft  of  a  fingle  Lord 
pr^nt,  it  woul^  be  at  once  removed,  by  the  concluding 
Sentence  :  <<  Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  laws  of  felf- 
prefervation  muft  direft  the  conduft  of  Great  Britain,  and 
if  the  Britifh  Colonies  are  to  become  an  acceffion  of 
power  to  France,  will  direfk  her  to  render  that  acceffion 
of  as  little  avail  as  poffible.'' 

-  Taking  thefe  feveral  pafiages  together,  and  collefting 
their  real  and  fubftantial  import  into  one  view,  they  be- 
fpoke  a  full  intention  of  changing  the  mode  of  war,  hitherto 
carried  on  againft  the  colonies ;  accompanied  with  the  rea- 
fons  for  this  change,  which  appeared  only  to  reft  upon  the 
ground  of  felf-prc(ervation,  originating  in  a  fpeculativc  opi- 
nion, that  fuch  an  alliance  and  connection  wouM^  Or  might 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  tliis  country. 
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Thiskftprinciplc  thus  maintained)  would  be  ajuftifi^a* 
tion  of  any  war,  Ikowever  barbarous  or  inhuman.  It  was 
the  juftification  of  King  Herod,  when  he  iifued  a  refcript 
for  the  deftru£tion  of  all  the  holy  innocents  in  Judea,  of 
and  und^r  two  years  old.  The  Romans  were  his  allies* 
He  underftood  by  the  prophecies  contained  in  the  Old 
Teftament,  that  the  temporal  powers  of  the  Roman  empire 
were  to  ceafe  upon  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah ;  aod  on  the 
fame  principle  of  felf-pre{ervation,  and  the  fecurity  of  his 
own  power,  he  ordered  all  the  children  within  his  own  pro- 
vince tp  be  murdered. 

His  Lordihip  then  addrefied  himielf  to  the  bench  of 
Bifliops,  and  hoped,  that  fbme  of  them  would  rife,  and 
give  aA  aofwer  tor  die  whole  body,  to  a  queftion  he  meant 
to  propofe  to  them.  He  obferved,  that  they  had  hitherto, 
fupported  the  meafuresof  government,  adopted  in  refpeft. 
of  America,  upon  declarations  made  by  minifters,  that  the 
recovery  of  that  country  was  pra^kicable.  But  now  fays 
the  manifefto,.  a  new  aera  in  politics  is  arifen,  the  nature  of 
the  conteft  is  changed.  America  is  relinquiflied,  and  all 
the  adyanta^esof  being  conoe&ed  with  her  totally  abandoned* 
A  new  fpecies  of  war  is  denounced,  avowedly  tending  to 
defolation  and  deftruAion,  upon  motives  of  felf-preiervation, 
not  growing  out  of  circumftances  a£tually  exifting,  but  up- 
on motives  of  policv,  direAed  to  future  events.  The  quef^ 
tion  therefore  whicn  be  wiihed  to  put  to  the  right  reverend 
bench,  was.  Was  the  policy  of  King  Herod  good  or  bad  } 
Was  it  juftifiable  in  the  fi^ht  of  God }  Was  it  confonant  to  the 
diftatesof  their  holy  religion,  and  agreeable  to  theprincij^esof 
its  authdr  Jcfus  Chrift }  If  their  Lordfhips  Ihould  reply  in  the 
negative^  he  hoped,,  as  well  JFor  the  fake  of  their  own  con* 
Iciences,  as  for  the  credit  of  the  religion  they  profefled,  that 
they  would  not  give  a  public  countenance  to  measures  of 
blood  and  ilaug^ter»  when  the  obfeAs  for  which  they  had  hi* 
therto  fupported  the  American  war  were  either  clearly  un-' 
atuiqable,  or  a&oally  given  up.  The  manifefto  proved  the 
latter,  which  he  prefumed  was  afufficient  evidence,  that  ad* 
miniftration  were  perfeftly  fatisfied  of  the  former. 

His  Lordihip  next  proceeded  to  ihew  that,  b^des  die 
cruelty  aiid  impolicy,  llie  fhame  and  diigrace  of  the  meafore, 
it  was  uo  left  barbarous  dian  impolitic. .  He  deicribed  the 
fatal  effeds  which  muft  follow  fuch  a  mode  of  making  war. 
He  obierved,  that  our  coafts,  notwithftanding  the  force  we 
had,  would  be  liable  to  fuffer  by  this  fpecies  of  predatory 
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koftility  in  every  quarter  whicH  was  not  a  place  of  arms  ; 
that  die  northern  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  tlie  whole  of 
Scotland,  naked  and  defencelefs  as  they  mnft  remain,  while 
we  continued  to  be  threatened  with  an  adual  invafion  frooi 
the  fbutb,  moft  lie  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemies ;  that  Ireland 
would  experience  the  like  miferies  and  diftreiTes ;  but,  above 
all,  that  onr  pof&ifions  in  the  Weft-Indies  ^oft  not  onlv  be 
mined  fior  the  prefent,  but,  he  f^ed,  for  ever  rendered  defe- 
late  and  ufelefs.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  a  rumour  of 
Ae  French  intending  to  make  a  landing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  New-caftle,  had  created  the  greateft  confulion.  He 
appealed  toa  noUe  Lord  over  the  wavJEarl  Percy]  what  in- 
finite alarm  and  diftraftion  that  repo^^ccafioned.  The  mi* 
litia  battalions  of  the  North  and  Eail-Riding  of  the  county 
of  York  were  inftantly,  fipon  rfquiiition,  di(patched  upon 
%tfiat  iervice;  and  the  troops  werefaarrafled,  by  a  forced  march 
of  four  hundred  miles,  to  no  manner  of  puipoie,  by  that 
rumour ;  which  afterwards  appeared  to  have  no  other  grounds 
but  the  UUfounded  apprehenfiohs  of  the  pem>le.  What,  then^ 
would  be  die  probable  coniequence,  when  France  and  Ame- 
Tica  came  to  reuliate  ?  When  every  privateer  or  armed  vefiel 
would  have  it  in  its  power  to  carry  fire,  alarm^  and  in  many  in* 
.  ftances  defolation,  along  our  coafts  }  What  was  the  confer 
quence  of  the  landing  of  a  privatleer's  crew  near  Whitehaven 
we  laft  year,  or  the  plundering  a  certain  noble  Lord's  houfe, 
who  was  then  abfent  in  London,  in  the  northern  part  of  die 
kingdom  [Lord  Selkirk.] 

But  however  alarming  thefe  ctrcumftances  might  be,  his 
principal  concern  was  for  the  Weft-India  iilands,  becaule 
there  the  mifchief  could  be  perpetrated  with  impunity^  and 
its  efiefis  prove  deciiive  and  perpetuaL  The  plantations 
once  deftroyed,  would  be  for  ever  deftroyed  ;  the  loffes  and 
min  wonM  be  irreparable.  ^  The  truth  of  this  was  known  to 
every  perfon  in  the  leaft  converfant  with  the  ftate  of  thefe 
iflands.  Even  the  moft  powerful  and  beft  defended  of  them, 
Jamaica,  fully  ienfible  of  it,  had  nev«r  cultivated  their  lands 
on  the  iea-cosuls,  or  within  ieven  miles  of  it,  till  within  the 
laft  thirty  or  forty  years  :  till  the  ^uccaniers  were  baniflied, 
and  ceaid!  toinfell  their  coafts  ;  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were 
dlly  aware,  that  the  damage  of  a  fingle  night  could  not  be  re- 
paired in  a  century.  The  dcftrufton  of  the  canes,  mills, 
and  the  general  cultivation,  with  the  lofs  of  the  negroes, 
would  be  an  effcAual  deftru£lion.  But  fuppofing  that  Ja- 
maica was  able  to  defend  itlelf ;  wh^t  muft  bo  tiie  fate  of  the 
»  •  other 
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other  iflztA  naprotefied  and  defeocelefs  as  they  turcre  &oto- 
riouily  known  to  be  ?  Wh^  even  he  heard,  in  the  fame  af- 
iembly  already  alluded  to,  that  the  only  real  refource  the  in- 
JiabitantB  <^  Jamaica  had,  if  attacked,  was  to  retire  into  the 
£lue  Mountains,  and  there  defend  them&ives  at  a  pafs,  where 
a  very  fmall  force  could  reiift  a  numerous  army.  This  was  a 
clear  cdnfeiSon  that  even  that  liland  muft  feel  all  the  miferies 
of  this  predatory  war,  and  fufFer  her  plantations,  &c.  to  be 
deftroyed,  before  her  face^  without  daring  to  interrupt  or  mo* 
left  the  infura;ents. 

His  Lordmip,  after  preffing  this  argument,  returned  to 
Goniider  the  manifefto,  on  which  he  beftowed  almoft  every 
approbious  epithet  in  the  Eneliih  language,  and  which  he  ul'> 
timately  brought  home  to  adminiftration.  He  faid,  it  waa 
replete  with  infidioufneis,  perfidy,  cunning,  and  barbarity  ; 
tiiat  it  was  equally  weak  aiKl  wicked ;  that  it  held  out  protec- 
tion, where  the  very  means  x>f  proteAioa  were  abandjO^ 
ned.  It.  invited  fubmii&on,  without  a  poffibility  of  fecu- 
rity  to  the  peribns  fubmitting  ;  it  laid  a  j&are  for  thofe  at* 
tached  to  the  Britiih  government,  which  would,  if  accepted^ 
ultimately  terminate  in  their  ruin  :  It  expofed  fuch  of  them 
as  had  hitherto  adhered  to  the  cauie  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, to  the  perfecutioR  and  revenge  of  their  incenfed  bre- 
tluen,  and  the  prevailing  powers  on  the  fpot :  in  fliort, 
if  the  ruia  of  the  loyal  part  of  the  people  were  a&ually  in-  . 
tended,  he  did  not  know  a  means  which  could  promife  to  do 
it  more  efieAually.  The  very  manifefto  contained  the  fulleft 
proofs,  diat  all  tlioug^  of  connection  between  the  two  coun- 
tries were  given  up  :  thea&ual  fituation  of  our  army  proved 
it.  He  did  not  pretend  to  fpeak  from  his  own  knowl^ge,  but: 
he  believed  it  was  generally  underftood,  that  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton had  written  home  for  a  very  con£deraUe  reinforcement^ 
which  he  likewife  underftood  could  not  be  fpared.  Large  de- 
tachments had  been  already  made  from  his  army  ;  fouE 
thoufand  men  were  ordered  for  Florida,  to  co-operate  in  an 
attempt  invited  by  the  maUcontents  in  South-Carolina;  five 
thottiand  were  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  Weft-India 
iilands  and  two  thoufand  for  Halifax  :  after  thefe  deductions, 
he  believed,  the  jnoft  Uiat  could  be  expelled  fi;om  the  Gene- 
ral would  be,  to  aft  on  the  defenfive.  If  fo,  the  proclama- 
tion could  not  operate  to  any  good  purpofe,  though  it  might 
occafion  great  mifchief.  Such  being  the  true  ftate  of  affairt 
in  AmcBica,  he  was  well  warranted  in  affirming  that  in  the  moft 
fava^  times,  fuch  a  fyftem  of  flaughter  and  defolation  at  tho 
manifefto  threatened,  would  not  have  been  adopted,  and  con- 
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tended  that  hiftory  did  not  ftirriifh  another  iaftance,  fincc  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  and  fince  the  ihild  influence  infpired  by  his 
doftrines,  in  which  the  war  had  been  conduftcd  on  fuch  bar- 
barous and  inhuman  ideas.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  well 
known,  that  war  had'  been  carried  on  upon' certain  princi- 
•pics,  and  under  certain  limitations  and  reftriftions;  that 
whenever  it  was  declared,  it  was  ufual  for  the  contending 
parties  to  appeal  to  God  for  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  and  to 
avow,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,. that  they  only  commenced 
hoftilities,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fecure  ana  juft  peace.  He 
applied  this  argument  to  the  proclamation  ;  how  any  man, 
or  fet  of  men,  could  expeft  fuccefs  under  fuch  a  plan,  fo  re- 
pugnant, not  only  to  every  idea  of  peace,  but  to  every  idea 
of  humanity  and  found  policy. 

His  Lprdfhip  was  up  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half, 
and  was  heard  with  great  attention.  He  concluded  with 
shaking  the  following  motion. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
exprefs  to  his  Majefty  the  difpleafure  of  this  Houfe,  at  a  cer- 
tain manifcfto  and  proclamation,  dated  the  third  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1778,  and  publifhed  iq  America  under  the  hands  and 
ieals  of  the  Earl  of  Carliile,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  and  William  Eden,  E(q;  commiflioners  for  re- 
fioring  peace  to  the  colonies,  and  counteriigned  by  Adam 
Fergulbn,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the  commiilion  ;  the  faid  mani- 
fefto  containing  a  declaration  of  the  following  tenour : 

**  If  there  be  any  pcribns,  who,  divefted  of  miftaken  re- 
fentments,  and  uninfluenced  by  felflfh  interefts,  really  think 
it  is  for  the  hcneflt  of  the  colonies,  to  feparate  themfelves 
from  Great  Britain,  and  that  fo  feparated  they  will  find  a 
conftitution  more  mild,  more  free,  and  better  calculated  for 
tlicir  profperity,  than  that  which  they  heretofore  enjoyed, 
.and  which  we  are  empowered  and  difpofed  to  renew  and  im- 
,     prove ;    with  fuch  perfons  we  will  not  difpute  a  portion, 
which  feems  to  be  fuificiently  contradiAed  by  th%  experience 
they  have  had.     But  we  think  it  right  to  leave  them  fully 
aware  of  the  change  which  the  maintaining  fuch  a  pofition 
muft  make  in  the  whole  nature  and  future  condu£^  of  this 
war,  more  efpecially  when  to  this  pofition  is  added  the  pre- 
»         tended  alliance  with  the  court  of  France.     The  policy,  as 
well  as  the  benevolence  of  Great  Britain,  have  thus  far  check- 
ed the  extremes  of  war,  when  they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  peo- 
ple, ftill  confidcrcd  as  our  fellow  fubjefts,  and  to  defolate  a 
country,  fhortly  to  beconic  again  a  lource  of  mutual  advan- 
tage 
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tage  :  but  whcA  that  country  profelTes  the  unnatural  defi^^ 
not  only  of  eftranging  herfelf  from  us,  but  of  mortgaging 
herfelf,  and  her  reiources,  to  our  enemies,  the  whole  conteft 
is  changed,  and  the  queftion  is,  how  far  Great  Britain  may, 
by  every  means  in  her  power,  deftroy  or  render  ufclefs  a  con- 
ne£lion  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the  aggradizemeot 
of  France,  Under  fuch  circumftances,  the  laws  of  felf-pre- 
fcrvation  mull  dire£t  the  conduA  of  Great  Briuin  ;  and  if ' 
the  Britifh  colonies  arc  to  become  an  acceilion  to  France, 
will  dired  her  to  render  that  acceilion  of  as  little  avail  as  pof- 
iible  to  her  enemies.*' 

To  acquaint  his  Majefty  with  the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  that 
the  {'aid  commiflioners  had  no  authority  whatfoever,  under 
the  aft  of  Parliament,  in  virtue  of  which  thej  were  appoint- 
ed by  his  Majefty,  to  make  the  faid  declaration,  or  to  make 
any  declaration  to  the  fame,  or  to  the  like  purport,  nor  can 
this  Houfe  be  cafily  brought  to  believe  that  the  faid  commif-  ^ 
iioners  derived  any  fuch  authority  from  his  Majefty's  inftruc^ 
tions. 

Humbly  to  befcech  his  Majefty,  that  fo  much  of  the  faid 
manifefto  as  contains  the  faid  declaration,  be  publicly  difa-  ' 
vowed  by  his  Majefty,  as  containing  matter  inconfiftent  with 
the  humanity  and  generous  courage  which,  at  all  times,  have 
diftinguiihea  the  JDrltiih  nation,  fubveriive  of  the  maxims 
which  have  been  eftablilhed  among  Chriftian  and  civilized 
communities,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  this 
realm,  tending  to  debale  the  fpirit,  and  fubvert  the  difci- 
pline  of  his  Majefty^s  armies,  and  to  expofe  his  Majefty's 
innocent  fubjefts,  in  all  parts  of  his  dominions,  to  cruel  and 
ruinous  retaliations. 

Earl  of  Suffolk  faid,  be  could  not  have  imagined  that  the  E»rl  of 
paper  which  the  noble  Marauis  had  fo  ftrongly  reprobated,  5»/«'** 
could  have  ever  admittecf  of  the  interpretation  his  Lordfliip 
put  upon  it.  He  could  fafely  anfwer,  both  for  himfelf  and 
his  colleagues  in  ofhce,  that  they  never  meant  what  was  im- 
puted to  them,  either  in  the  motion  of  addrefs,  or  in  the 
comments  made  on  the  paper.  The  import  of  the  paper 
was  obvious,  and  called  for  no  fubtleties  or  refinements  to 
make  it  perfeftly  correfpondent  to  the  known  language  ufcd 
on  fuch  occafions.  It  reminded  the  people  of  America  of  the 
bleffings  they  were  about  to  forego,  of  the  lenity  and  tcn- 
dernefs  with  which  they  had  been  hitherto  treated,  and  pointed 
out  the  neceflary  conduft  which  muft  enfue,  (hould  they 
pcrlift  in  their  unnatural  conncftioa  and  alliance  with  France  ; 
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fdr  tde  aggrandizement  of  that  country,  and  tbe  ruin  of 
this.  The  proclamation  meant  no  more,  nor  faid  any  more. 
It  warned  them  of  the  confequences  :  but  of  what  confe- 
quences  ?  Of  being  treated  as  declared  enemies,  fubjeft  to 
^  tiie  diftreffcs  of  that  fpecics  only  of  war  which  all  enemies 
are  liable  to  undergo,  ^  and  which  are  authorized  by  the  laws 
of  war  eftablifhed  in  civilized  countries,  and  ftriiftly  con- 
fined within  the  limitations  which  thofe  laws  have  fanftioned. 

No  man  on  earth,  no  noble  Lord  in  that  Houfe,  con- 
ceived a  more  utter  abhorrence  of  the  principles,  which  were 
fuppofed  by  the  noble  Marquis  to  have  diftated  the  procla- 
mation ;  he  could  fafely  dilavow  any  fuch  intention ;  and 
he  was  ready  to  abide  by  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  proclama- 
tion itfelf,  as  the  beft  ground  of  hi&  juftification. 

The  motive  of  that  appeal  to  the  people  of  Aifterica,  was 
purely  from  the  principles  of  felf-prefervation,  not  thofe  of 
perfonal  revenue.  The  fituation  of  France  was  much  chang- 
ed from  what  it  was,  at  any  time  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  century.  She  had  changed  her  fyftom;  and, 
inftead  of  keeping  on  foot  great  ftanding  armies,  ihe  had 
turned  her  attention  entirely  on  her  marine ;  and  now  dif- 
puted  the  empire  of  the  fea  with  us.  This  uniting  with  the 
circumftance  of  the  revolt  of  Our  colonies,  formed  a  new  pe- 
riod, totally  unknown  in  the  annals  of  this  country. 

He  did  hot  wi(h  to  follow  the  noble  Lord  in  all  his  forced 
interpretations;  the  proclamation  would  fpeakfor  itfelf;  and 
he  trufted  their  Lordfhips  would  not  permit  themfelves  to  be 
led  away  by  a  ftudied  and  laboured  appeal  to  their  paifions. 
He  left  it  to  their  Lordfhip^  own  judgment,  and  doubted 
not,  but  they  would  exercife  it  properly,  whethj^r  there  was 
afingle  line  in  it /that  would  bear  the  charge  of  Herodian 
cruelty  and  the  (laughter  of  the  innocents. 

France  and  America  allied  were  to  be  confidered  as  one 
enemy.  The  objeft  of  their  connection  was  truly  alarming, 
becaufe  it  pointed  immediately  to  our  total  deftrudion.  It 
was  equally  direfted  to  the  ftripping  us  of  our  dependencies 
and  diftant  pofleflions,  to  the  wrefting  from  u&the  empire  of 
the  ocean,  and  to  the  aggrandifment  of  France  by  our  down- 
fall. The  views  of  France  were  not,  as  it  has  been  crro- 
neoufly  ftated  upon  former  occafions,  folely  confined  to  ob- 
jefts  of  commerce ;  their  real  views  were  an  encreaie  of  po- 
wer, ind  extenfion  of  territory.  It  was  therefore,  upon  every 
principle  of  policy  and  felf-prefervation,  incumbent  on  us  to 
4o  all  in  our  power,  confiixent  with  the  laws  of  war  efta- 
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blilhed  between  two  contCDdiiig  powert^  to  rpnder  the  aS* 
fbince  of  America  Ia  the  comeft  of  as  Uttlc  value  as  thofir 
laws  wottid  permit,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  prodamation^ 
<^  to  render  the  acceffion  of  as  little  avail  as  poffible ;".  in 
fhort,  to  adopt  every  jnilifiable  meafore  for  depriving  France 
of  the  refburces  which  flie  might  oiixerwife  derive  from  our 
revolted  fubgeAs. 

He  believed  th^  condoft,  when  coolly  and  impartially 
confidered,  would  receive  the  full  approbation  of  the  majo* 
rity  of  that  Houfe.  It  was  no  common  fitnauon  we  ftood 
in.  We  were  now  compelled  to  %ht,  not  upon  any  ipecu- 
lative  differences  ;  we  were  to  contend  with  a  powerful  ene» 
my,  not  for  matters  of  trifling  importance,  but  we  were  to 
ftrnggk  for  our  all,  for  our  exiftenceasa  nation. 

No  li  ne  could  now  be  drawn,  which  would  fecure  us  againft 
thedefigns  and  machinations  of  a  powerful  and  dangerous 
enemy.  His  Lordfhip  acknowledged,  that  onr  fituation  was 
dangerous  and  critical ;  that  every  thing  dear  to  us  was  com- 
mitted to  the  iflue  of  the  prefent  contefl;  and  that  the  only  '' 
means  left  for  our  falvation,  was  to  aft  with  unanimity  and 
vigdar.  It  was  no  longer  a  ^eftion,  how  far  our  conduft 
was  or  was  not  wife  and  pradent,  the  moment  forbad  any  re- 
trofpeft ;  all  we  ought  now  to  turn  our  attention  to,  was  to 
adopt  fuch  meaiures  as  were  liiited  to  our  preient  fituation, 
which  he  acknowledged  again  was  truly  alarming* 

Thefe  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  proclamation  refted; 
and  he  tmfled,  when  the  occafion  which  gave  birth  to  it  was 
confidered,  it  would  appear  highly  juftifiablc.  The  prevent- 
ing onr  enemies  from  improvmg  the  revolt  of  our  ccdonies, 
to  the  advancement  of  their  own  ambitious  and  unjufl  views, 
he  hoped  would  never  have  been  conftrued  as  an  intention  to 
extirpate  or  dcflroy.  On  the  contrary,  the  moft  that  was 
meant,  was  no  more  than  to  render  the  means  of  American 
afliftance  of  as  little  fervice  as  poi&ble,  by  taking  the  moft 
efieAual  means  of  deftroying  her  fortrefles,  &c.  in  the  fame 
manner  as  is  every  day  prafiifed  by  powers  at  war  with  each 
other,  in  the  mode  of  conducing  their  hoftile  operations. 
Would  it  not  be  proper  to  difmantle  her  fortrefles,  render 
her  harbours  ufelefs,  and  cut  off  her  refources,  as  much  as 
poffible?  This,  notwithftanding  what  he  had  now  heard, 
was  in  our  power ;  and  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  highly 
criminal,  confidering  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  na* 
tion^  to  forbear  carryiog  fuch  a  plan  into  exeeuuon* 
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*Hfs  Lordihip  added,  that  die  manifefto  meant  00  more 
than  might  be  well  defended.  It  was  argumentative  and  per* 
fualive,  and  addrelTed  to  the  people  of  America  in  a  double 
capacity,  as  fubjeds  and  friends  in  one  light,  and  as  ene« 
mies  eventually;.  On  the  whple,  he  could  aflure  their  Lotd- 
fhip»,  that  it  was  never  intended  tp  carry  fuch  bloody  mea- 
fures  into  execution  ;  nor  could  it  be  forefeen,  that  any  (uch 
conftru£tion  would  have  been  put  upon  the  proclamation. 
No  more  was  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  who  drew  up 
that  paper,  or  advifed  it  as  a  meafure  of  ftate,  than  to  ac- 
quaint the  people  of  America,  in  cafe  they  perdfted,  that 
die  war  would  be  changed,  and  that  they  muft  of  courfe 
abide  the  confequences. 

As  the  noble  Marquis  had  appealed  to  the  right  reverend 
bench,  he  would  do  the  fame,  for  their  fenfe  of  the  mani* 
fcfto. 
Biffioo  ©f        'fiiihop  of  Peterborough.    It  would  ill  become  me,  who  have 
Ptttrhtrwgify  often  experienced  the  indulgence  of  your  Lordfhips  on 
other  occafions,  to  be  filent  on  a  fubjefi:  like  this,  when  what 
has  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  calls  upon  me,  by  reprobating 
this  manifefto,  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  die  credit 
and  principle  of  that  holy  religion,  for  which  the  conftitu- 
tioQ  of  this  country  has  fo  great  a  refpeft,  as  to  admit  the 
minifters  of  it  into  the  dignity  and  confidence  of  this  great 
national  council.     Permit  me,  therefore,  for  once  to  addrefs 
your  Lordfhips,  not  as  ftlatefmen  but  as  ChriiUans.     The 
declaration  before  us  contains  matter,  in  my  apprehenlion, 
\  big  with  mifchief,  and  fuch  as  fhould  it  el'cape  the  cenfure 

of  this  Houfe,  .will,  I  think,  fix  indelible  difgracc  on   the 
name  of  Briton. 

I  fhould  deem  it  a  mifapplication  of  your  Lordfhips  time, 
to  difpute  about  words.;  the  proclamation  was  addrefled  to 
the  people  of  America,  and  muft  be  underftood  according  to 
the  plain  and  obvious  import  Af  the  terms.  The  tendency  of 
,  its  threats  is. evident.  I  fhall  therefore  only  fubmit  to  your 
ferious  coniideration  a  few^:  thoughts  which  have  occurred  to 
nxe  on  this  alarming  fubjeA. 

God  forbid  we  iliould  ever  fee  religion  fo  perverted  from 
its  original  nature  and  inftitution,  as  to  become  the  inftru- 
ment  of  faftion  ;  that  nothing  is  farther  from  my  intention, 
will,  I  truft,  fufficiently  appear,  when  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
your  Lordfhips,  that  it  is  principally  owing  to  the  mild  in- 
fluence of  ChriftiJinity,  that  every  nation  profeffing  die  be- 
lief of  it^  has  as  it  wefe  by  common  coxuent  fet  bounds  to 
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the  fava^e  fiercenefs  of  revenge  and  cruelty.  Shall  we  then 
be  the  hrft  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  to  forget  to  very 
elTential  a  part  of  its  excf Hence,  as  the  humanity  aad  bene- 
volence it  infpires }      .         ' 

Shall  We,  1  fay,  be  the  firft  to  eftabliih  defolation  upon  fy- 
ftem;  and  to  gratify  an  impotent  refentment,  deal  fruitlefs 
deftrudion  on  the  wives  and  children  of  an  enemy  we  cannot 
conquer^  and  of  friends  we  can  no  longer  proted* 

1  here  are,  I  fear,  but  too  many  inftances,  where  war  may 
become  unavoidable,  and  numberlefs  are  the  calamities  ever 
attending  it,  which  benevolence  itfelf  cannot  prevent. 

There  is  one  principle,'  however,  without  which  it  ceales  to 
be  juftifiable ;  1  mean  that,  which  every  civilifed  nation  pro-» 
feflcs,  in  declaring  war,  the  defire  of  a  juft  and'  honourable 
peace. 

Jt  was  with  a  view  to  this,  that  under  the  flattering  aflfu- 
ranees  of  an  eafy  vidory,  your  Lordfliips  were  led  to  fend 
troops  at  firft  into  America. 

It  was  afterwards,  becaufe  peace  and  reconciliation  were 
deemed  unattainabii^  by  any  other  means,  that  a  majority  were 
induced  to  comply  with  the  propofal  of  adminiftration  for 
coercive  meafures. 

But  from  that  fatal  day,  in  which  the  petition  of  the  Con«- 
grefs  was  rejeded,  peace  and  reconciliation  feemed  to  be  no 
ionger  in  view ;  America  concluded,  fhe  had  no  alternative 
left,  but  unconditional  fubmiffion  or  independence,  ihe  made 
her  laft  appeal  to  Heaven,  wbofe  fcale  will  finally  preponderate. 
God  only  knows  who  holds  the  balance  ^  but  if  Great  Bri- 
tain has  any  hope  left  in  the  juftice  of  her  caufe,  fhe  does  ill  / 
to  defeat  that  hope,  by  means  like  thefe,  to  fupport  it. 

Your  Lordfhips  hitherto  have,  I  doubt,  been  able  to  fatisfy 
your  ovi'n  minds  in  havine  fupported  this  war,  not  only  by 
thinking  the  means  neceflary,  but  the  end  propofed  juft  and 
honourable. 

Read  but  this  manifefto  with  impartiality,  and  compare  its 
theory  with  the  praftice  of  Colonel  Butler ;  and  he,  who 
wrfties  to  keep  well  with  himfelf,  will  find  abundant  reafon 
to  be  very  cautious  how  he  proceeds  a  ftep  farther. 

I  did  exprefs  a  wifli,  that  we  might  never  fee  religion  made 
an  inftrumcnt  of  faftion  ;  it  was  a  fincere  wifli,  though  ah 
imperfeft  one;  I  ought  to  have  added,  nor  of  barbarity.  I 
do  it  now,  from  rccollcdling,  there  is  an  article  in  the  extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  army  for  the  laft  year,  recommended  to  be 
continued  for  ftfalping  knives  and  crucifixes. 

A  .        I  will 
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I  will  cooclude,  by  obTerving  only,  that  if  fiich  is  tbe 
CbriftJMiicy  which  we  are  henceforCii  to  propagate  among  cbe 
JiidiaiM,  it  h  bett^  for  tl^ir  toners,  bettnr  for  tbcnielve, 
that  they  (hould  live  and  die  in  ignorance ;  if  they  are  to  be 
jovelved  in  our  guilt,  take  not  from  them  thetr  plea  for 
mercy  i  but  let  them  have  it  ftill  to  urge  at  tbe  throne  of 
grace,  that  tbey  have  never  heard  the  name  of  Chrtft. 
^^  £arl  of  D^riy  condemned  the  a>eafure$  of  adminiftration 

'^'  in  general,  and  the  paper  before  the  Houfe  in  particular.  He 
ielt,  he  faid,  for  the  dignity,  honour,  and  reputation  of  this 
country,  which  had  been  fo  deeply  wounded  by  this  hloodf 
cdi^  that  authorized  at  once  murder  and  defolatioa  !  He 
faid,  the  noble  Earl  in  office  [SuSblkj  was  coavided,  by  his 
own  coofeffion,  in  the  debate,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion, 
when  the  fubjed  turning  on  the  probable  lofs  of  America, 
the  noble  Earl  faid,  **  he  would  never  confent  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  America,  for  there  were  means  .ftill  left 
untried,  which  might  bring  America  back  to  a  fenfe  of  her 
jown  intereft  and  diity.  He  (hould,  for  one,  advife  tbe  adopt- 
ing fiicb  means  with  the  moft  extreme  relu^nce';  but  if 
every  other  mode  fliould  fail,  felf-prefervatioa,  the  firft  prin- 
ciple of  nature  and  policy,  would  compel  us  to  adopt  them. 
Alli^  '^i  connefied  as  they  were  with  our. open  enemies, 
faid  the  noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  we  probably  would  be 
obliged  to  dittrefs  them  in  a  manner  that  nothing  but  necef- 
fi^eouM  juftify.'*  If,  then,  continued  his  Lordihip,  we  air 
to  compare  tbe  contents  of  the  prefent  proclamation  with  what 
feU  from  tbe  noble  Earl  on  that  day,  we  (hall  be  no  longer  at 
•  lofs  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  paflages  alluded  to.  The 
noble  Earl  could  have  no  reludance  to  purfue  a  mode  of  fair 
and  honourable  war,  limited  by  the  ufages  prevalent  in  civi- 
iizcd  countries;  this  reluctance  muft  have  pointed  tofonae- 
fhing  very  dtfierent,  which  none  of  your  Lordihips  can  for 
an  inftant  continue  to  doubt. 

His  Lordfliip  urged  the  Bi(hop&  to  confider  the  manifefto  in 
its  j>rQper  light,  as  an  inftrumentof  liorror,  as  well  on  account 
et  the  «mc£'iftian4tke  principles  which  it  avowed,  as  the 
fyftem  of  treachery  which  it  contained.  He  faid,  the  minifters 
wese  totally  incapable  of  either  conducing  a  war,  or  making 
j|  peace,  and  in  proof  of  tbe  aflertion,  maintained,  that  if 
their  own  words  were  to  be  taken,  they  had  a&ed  with  lenity 
and  mildhefi,  when  vigorous  war  was  the  proper  objed  of 
purfuit  ^  and  now,  when  the  flate  of  oar  finances,  the  de- 
clining public  and  private  credit  of  the  kingdom,  and  alino(i 
tycry  thing  concurred  to  make  peafe  abfolutely  neccfiary ,  they 

were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  i>7«*  DEBATES.'  €$ 

urere  madly  plunging  the  nation  into  a  war,  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  enormous  expence,  and  conduced  on  principles  of 
unheard-of  cruelty.  He  faid,  that  not  only  a  change  of  mca- 
fures,  but  a  change  of  men  was  become  neceflary ;  and  he 
appealed  to  their  Lordfbips,  whether  almoft  ever  general  and 
every  admiral,  men  of  the  moft  approved  bravery  and  un- 
doubted ikill,  employed  by  the  prefent  adminiftration,  had  not 
returned  from  the  fervice  full  of  dtfguft,  and  full  of  complaint 
of  their  treatment.  With  rmrd  to  the  manifefto,  he  be« 
flowed  on  it  every  epithet  of  (everity  ;  and  added,  that  it  was 
a  difgrace  to  Great  Britain ;  that  Parliament  had  never  au- 
thorifed  fuch  a  meafure,  and  that  it  was  highly  incumbent  on 
their  Lordfliips  to  concur  with  the  motion,  and  exprefs  their 
immediate  difpleafure  at  its  contents.  He  concluded,  that  the 
miniftry,  difappointed  in  their  views  of  extending  defpotifm, 
incapable  of  bringing  about  that  unconditional  fubmiffion 
of  which  they  had  formerly  talked,  were  now  ading  in  the 
moft  daflardly  manner,  and  in  order  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion a  Arftem  of  cowardly  revenge,  were  endeavouring  to 
murder  tnofe  whom  they  could  not  conquer,  and  to  delolate 
.that  country  which  they  had  feparated  forever  from  Great 
Britain,  by  their  folly,  their  weaknefs,  and  their  wick- 
ednefs. 

Earl  of  jfbtfi£el9fi.   The  motion  that  has  been  made  by  my  Earl  of 
worthy  friend,  the  noble  Marquis  [Rockinham]  is  fo  con-  ^ingdM* 
{enial  wilh  my  own  feelings,  and  fo  confentaneous  to  my 
own  ientiments,  that  I  cannot  help  rifing  to  meet  it  with 
my  moft  hearty  approbation,  concurrence,  and  aifent. 

My  Lords,  this  motion  has  been  occafioned  by  the  favage 
fpirit  that  has  been  t'oun  1  to  breathe  in  a  late  proclamation  of 
his  Majefty,  promulgated  by  the  King's  commiifioners  in 
America.  I  fay,  my  Lords,  in  a  late  proclamation  of  his 
Majefty;  for  every  proclamation  is  the  King's  proclamation^ 
the  conftitution  not  knowing  any  other  power  from  whence 
it  can  be  derived. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  will  withdraw  my  eyes  from  this  horrid 
manifefto,  and  fix  them  upon  the  authors  and  advifcrs  of  \X. 
Yes,  my  Lords,  the  avowed  authors  and  advifcrs  of  it ;  fhame- 
lefs  in  their  confeflions,  and  therefore  tenfold  more  wicked  in 
their  want  of  fcame 

Advifcrs,  my  Lords,  who,  by  their  own  infamy,  have 
Blafted  the  national  character  of  this  country,  and  by  robbing 
it  of  its  good  name,  have  made  it  **  poor  indeed." 

My  Lords,  I  have  heard  it  faid  in  this  Houfc,  that  the 
tomohawk  and  the  fcalping  knife   were  the  engines  put  into 
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the  hands  of  Engliftuncn  by  God  and  nature^  firft  to  torture^ 
and  then  to  murder  our  fellow  fubjefts ;  and  why,  my  Lords? 
Becaufe,  like  £ngli(hmen  of  old,  like  our  undebafed  forefa- 
thers, they  refufe  to  fubmit  to  flavery  5  and  for  thinking  with 
Roman  greatnefs  of  mind,  '*  melius  eft  pro  patria  mori  fuam 
vitam  miferam  atque  in  honejlam  degerc  per  Jervitutem^"  Wc. 

My  Lords,  it  is  faid,  ^*  that  after  uung  every  hoftile  at- 
tempt to  the  contrary^  rather  that  America  (hall  be  free,  it 
ihall  be  rendered  ufelefs  to  itfelf  and  its  connexions;''  and 
this,  my  Lords,  has  been  proclaimed  too  within  thefe  walls. 
A  proclamation  (hocking  to  my  ears;  fo  (hocking,  that  I 
have  fmce  wi(hed  myfelf  to  be  any  thing  but  a  Peer  of  tfads 
Houfe. 

My  Lords,  Montaigne  tells  us,  and  it  is  true,  that  thm 
ibuls  of  Kings  and  coblers  are  caft  in  the  fame  mould.  What 
then  is  it  that  creates  the  difference  between  the  King  and 
the  cobler,  between  this  Houfe  and  the  lower  orders  of 
people? 

It  is,  my  Lords,  that  urbanity,  that  fuperior  civilization , 
that  liberality  of  mind,  which  ought  to  animate  our  feelings, 
and  from  whence,  as  from  the  fountain  head,  flow  compaf- 
(lon  for  the  weaknefs  of  hufnan  nature,  and  forbearance  of  in- 
jury  (though  in  error)  from  thofe  whom  chance^or  lot  hat^ 
placed  in  the  line  of  fubordination  to  ourfelves. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  fentiments  that  (hould  infpire 
and  diredl  this  Houfe :  fentiments  that  have  been  fa  forcibly, 
fo  ably,  and  fo  pathetically  recommended  by  that  pattren  of 
humanity,  the  noble  Marquis  who  moved  this  motioi^  that 
it  leaves  nothing  further  for  me  to  fay. 

One  word,  however,  I  will  add  in  advice  to  thofe  ri^ht 
reverend  prelates,  who,  by  voting  for  thefe  unchriftian-like 
meafures,  are  now  up  to  their  very  necks  in  the  blood  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  it  is  this,  ^'  hear  what  has  beeafaid,  go  ye,  and  re- 
pent, not  in  your  lawn  fleeves  dyed  with  blood,  but  in  (ack- 
cloth  and  ina(hes." 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  contaminations  that  have  been 
fpread  over  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  the  juftice  of  this 
once  auguft  allembly,  by  thofe  puppets  in  office,  who  are  mov- 
td  thereto  by  the  ftring  of  obedience  from  behind  the  curtain 
—puppets  to  whom  the  key  note  of  murder  and  devaftation 
was  long  ago  given  in  thefe  words  :  **  We  have  pafTed  the 
Rubicon,  and  we  muft  kill  the  Americans,  or  the  Americans 
will  kill  us ;  and  from  this  time,  to  this  favage  mufic,  has 
e^very  inftrument  been  tuned,  which  God  and  nature  could 
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furoiihaad  invent,  whilft  the  author  of  thi$/tf/ hugs  himfelf 
vp  ia  his  canning,  as  fecured  from  danger. 

But,  mj  Lords,  cunning  is  a  trap  that  is  moft  apt  to  catch 
therein  the  holder  of  it,  as  a  late  inftance  has  s;iven  fuflicient 
proof  of.  I  (bouldnot  wonder,  my  ^ords  (indeed  I  expeA^ 
it)  if  I  (hould  (ee  a  letter,  publi(hed  in  the  newfpapers,  figned 
with  the  name  of  fome  noble  Lord  (who,  like  the  firft  lord 
of  the  treafury,  receives  fpontaneous  marks  of  favour  in  pro^ 
portion  to  the  difgraces  that  are  brought  upon  this  country) 
and  declaring  that  a  certain  learned  Lord  has  not  feen  the 
King  for  years  paft;  nor  fince  the  year  1765  has  had,  diredly  . 
or  indiredly,  any  thing  to  do  with  the  meafures  of  govern- 
cnent. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  duft  that  has  been  ufcd  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  this  deluded  country,  and  fuch  the  duft  under  which 
others  may  be  in  hopes  to  hide  themfelves  :  but,  thank  God, 
there  is  ftill  eyeCght  enough  left  in  the  nation  to  fee  and  to 
follow  thoie  fecret,  and  therefore  doubly  atrocious,  offenders, 
to  condign  and  exemplary  punifhment*  Offenders  who,  in 
revenge  for  our  having  driven  the  Stuart  race  from  the  throne 
of  England,  have  rendered  the  crown  of  England  not  worth 
the  wearing  to  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick. 

My  Lords,  having  fatd  thus  much  in  execration  of  the  prin^i 
ciples  that  have  been  held  in  this  Houfe,  and  of  the  procla* 
mation  as  founded  on  them,  from  evil,  I  will  turn  my  eves 
to  good.  Execrable  as  this  proclamation  is  in  fome  refpe(9:s, 
there  are  others  which  it  is  my  defign  to  adopt;  and  in  fo 
doing,  I  fhall  hold  myfelf  entitled  to  the  fupport  of  the  friends  • 
and  abettors  of  it.  As  their  child,  they  muft  take  the  good 
and  evil  of  it  together  ;  as  my  adoption,  I  will  take  the  good, 
and  leave  the  evil  abandoned  to  them. 

In  this  proclamation  my  Lords,  it  is  faid,  "  We  again  af- 
fert  that  the  members  of  the  Congrcfs  were  not  authorifed  by 
their  confiitution,  either  to  rcjeft  our  offers,  without  the  pre- 
vious coniideration  andconfent  of  the  fevenal  afTemblies  and 
conventions  of  their  conftituents,  or  to  refer  us  to  pretended 
foreign  treaties  which  they  knew  were  dclufively  framed  in 
Ihe  hrft  inftance,  and  which  have  never  yet  been  ratified  by 
the  people  of  this  continent ;  and  we  once  more  remind  the 
members  of  the  Congrcfs,  that  they  are  refponfiblc  to  their 
countrymen,  to  the  world,  and  to  God,  for  the  continuance 
of  this  war,  and  for  all  the  miferies  with  which  it  muft  be 
attended.  To  all  the  free  inhabitants  of  this  once  happy  eih- 
pire.  we  alfo  addrefs  ourfelves." 
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My  Lords,  the  objeftlon  made  here  to  the  Congrefs,  is  the 
vcryobjeftion  I  mean  to  make  totheicgiflatureof  tbia  country; 
and  the  fame  appeal  that  is  made  to  the  free  inba^^nts  of 
that  country,  it  is  my  determination  to  make  to  the  collec- 
tive body  of  the  people  6[  England.  In  the  legiflative  body 
of  this  country,  no  hopes  now  remain.  In  the  colledive  bo- 
dy, if  falvation  is  not  to  be  found,  the  conftitution  of  Eng- 
land is  Ipft.  The  legiflative  body  (as  it  is  faid  of  the  Con- 
grefs)  has  done  what  it  was  not  authorized  by  its  conftitution 
to  do.  It  has  aflumcd  to  itfelf  pcrwers  to  which  it  is  not  bj 
right  entitled.  It  has  dared  to  aim  at  levying  taxes  without 
reprcfentation.  It  has  dared  to  fay,'that  it  has  a  right  to  bind 
in  all  cafes  whatfoevcr  j  thereby  making  the  rights  of  Eng- 
liflimen  fubjedl  to  its  will,  and  in  a  limited  government, 
eftabli(hing  unlimited  tyranny. 

The  hierarchy,  who  ufed  heretofore  to  talk  of  Kings  ai 
the  Lord*s  anointed,  now  tranflate  allegiance  from  the  crown 
to  the  ftate ;  and  that  they  might  become  petty  tyrants  thctn- 
felves,  and  remove  fupremacy  from  the  King  to  the  Parlia* 
ment. 

Buf  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  conftitution^  Let  the  King 
be  King,  and  the  Parliament  be  what  it  is.  Let  the  Houfc 
of  Lords  take  care  of  its  own  rights  and  privileges,  which 
are  intimately  connefteft  with  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  are  the  temporary  appointees 
only  of  the  people,  attend  to  their  rights,  and  not  prefumc, 
in  coDJunflion  with  the  other  two  branches  of  the  legiflaturc, 
to  that  omnipotency,  which  is  not  only  a  moral  abfurditjr, 
but  a  political  lie. 

This  fyftem  therefore  muft  be  changed.  Corruption, 
which  is  its  principle,  muft  be  done  away.  Let  the  King 
reign  in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  In  a  free  ftate  there  is  no 
other  hold  to  be  taken.  He  has,  through  his  minifters,  reigned 
long  enough  in  their  purfes.  Attachment  by  purchafc,  lofcs 
more  by  opprellion,  than  it  gains  by  expence. 

My  Lords,  I  beg  pardon  for  the  warmth  I  have  exprcfled 
upon  this  occafionj  but  he  who  is  not  warmed  in  fuch  times 
as  thefe  are,  deferves  not  the  name  of  EngJiQiman,  which  onct 
it  was  an  honour  to  poflefs. 
^nilCiwer.  Earl  Gower  rofe  to  defend  his  noble  relation  [Lord  Car- 
lifle]  he  faid,  from  the  accufation  brought  againft  him,  or 
at  leaft  implied  in  the  addrefs  now  moved.  He  could  anfwcr, 
that  no  man  would  be  farther  from  recommending  or  inforce- 
ing  meafures  of  cruelty  than  the  nob*e  Earl,  whofe  name  ap- 
peaj^ediit  the  head  of  the  comoiiUion. 
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He  {My  he  bad  read  the  proclamation  more  than  once,  with 
all  poiHble:  attention ;  and  could  not  difcoverafioglelpcpreffioa^ 
in  it  which  authorifed  the  interpretation  put  upon  it  by  ihe 
noble  Marquis,  and  thofe  other  Lords  who  had  Tpoken  oa 
the  fame  fide:  if  there  had,  he  wouft  have  been  the^firftto- 
reprohate  and  condemn  it.  It  is  true,  the  nature  of  the  con* 
teft,  and  the  condu£fc  of  the  war,  wa3  changed  i  but  it  was 
changed  no  farther  than  .to  a  limited,  temperate,  and  defen« 
fiblc  mode,  fuch  as  was  allowed  to  be  juftifiable  by  all  nations 
in  a  ftate  of  hoftility.  Burning  towns,  and  even  defeating 
a  country,  came,  under  fome  circumftances,  within  that  de« 
fcriptjon.  A  minifter  lately  deceafed  [  Lord  Chatham]  whofia 
adminiftration  had  been  often  the  fubjeft  of  panegyric  in  that 
Houfe,  approved  of  the  bombarding  and  deftroying  of  Havre* 
de-Grace^  during  the  late  war.  Many  other  iaftances,  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  might  be  quoted  ftnce  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  century,  where  the  mere  objed  was  to  diftre& 
the  enemy,  and  not  to  forward  immediate  operations.  And  aa 
to  the  circumftance  of  the  fcalping  knives,  &c«  mentioned  by 
the  right  reverend  prelate,  he  begged  leave  to  remind  theif 
Lordfliips,  that  on  a  former  occafion,  when  the  minifter  laft 
alluded  to  cenfured  that  fpecies  of  warfare,  he  proved,  to  th^ 
fatisfadiott  of  the  Houfc,  that  the  noble  Lord  himfelf,  when 
in  high  office,  gave  it  his  fanAioo;  and  that  the  «verf 
orders  for  carrying  the  meafure  into  execution,^  originated 
from  his  own  office,  when  fecretary  of  ftate. 

He  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lords,  when  they  had  a  mind 
to  decry  the  meafures  of  Government,  were  never  at  a  lofs  for 
bugbears,  in  order  to  create  ill-founded  unealineftet.  He  re- 
membered laft  year,  that  another  proclamation  was  the  fub- 
jcSt  of  much  debate  in  that  Houfe,  when  arguments  of  a  dmir 
iar  nature  were  reforted  to.  The  General  [Burgoyne]  wh« 
ifiiied  the  pjroolamation,  was  then  abfent,  and  he  ftood  up  in 
his  defence;  but  the  moment  that  the  motives  and  obje^is  pro* 
pofed  to  be  attained  by  that  proclamation,  came  to  be  cooUf 
examined  and  fully  underftood,  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people 
got  the  better  of  the  prejudices  which  had  been  artfully  inftil- 
led  into  them,  and  the  clamour  immediately  fubfided.  Why 
then  would  noble  Lords  exped^  that  they  ftood  a  better  chance 
for  fucceeding  now  than  before,  when  the  manifefto  publifti- 
ed  by  the  commifltoners  was  fo  much  lefs  liable  to  objection, 
than  that  publifhed  by  the  general,  now  alluded  to  ? 

There  was  befides  one  circumftance^  which  dcferved  parti* 
cular  attention ;  the  manifefto  was  vaiedidlory,  and  of  courfe 
called  for  the  ftrongeft  cxpr^on^  of  threau  and  perfuailon^ 
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'  It  clofed  thecommiffion,  aod  was  a  public  appeal  to  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  addreiTed,  It  contained  the  ultimate  refoluttons 
of  Great  Britain  ;  it  breathed  a  Tpirit  of  lenity  and  modera- 
tion, of  good*will  and  i»enevolcnce !  It  held  out  tranquili- 
^,  freedom,  the  advantages  of  commerce,  and  all  the  bleis* 
ings  flowing  from  them ;  endeavouring  at  the  fame  time,  to 
imprefs  on  die  minds  of  the  people  there,  the  rifque  of  ruin 
they  muft  run,  if  they  obftinately  perfifted  to  continue  deaf 
to  the  reafonable  ana  parental  propoittions  made  by  Great 
Britain.  To  fuch  men,  it  held  out  a  view  of  the  dreadful 
confequences  in  which  they  would  involve  their  countryi 
by  adhering  to  an  unnatural  alliance  with  France. 

Confidering  therefore  the  manifefto,  in  every  poffible  view, 
both  as  to  policy  and  humanity,  and  as  fully  juftified  in  all  its 
parts,  by  the  known  and  eftablifhed  ufages  of  war,  ac« 
knowledged  by  civilized  countries,  he  was  of  opinion^  that 
it  was  not  only  defenfibie  under  each  of  thefe  heads,  but  was 
praife-worthy ;  for  which  reafon,  he  would  give  his  negative 
to  the  addrcis  to  the  throne,  for  a  vote  of  cenfure.  The  pa- 
fons  who  were  propofed  to  becenfurcd,  were  beiides  abfent; 
and  not  in  a  fituation  to  defend  themfelves  ;  and  the  procla- 
mation fo  far  from  encouraging  barbarity,  or  aggravating  the 
horrors  of  war,  or  fcparating  America  forever  from  Great 
Britain,  tended  dire£^ly  to  the  punifhment  of  our  enemies, 
the  re-union  of  the  Colonies  with  the  parent  ftate,  and  pro* 
curing,  by  the  only  juft  and  refpe^bble  means,  a  fafe,  fpeedy, 
and  honourable  peace. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  RichmonJ.  After  mentioning  that  it  was  the  con* 
MktmcM^.  jj^nj  praftice  of  roinifters  to  deny  that  their  meafures  bore  that 
obvious  interpretation  which  reafon  and  common  fenfe  muft, 
of  neceffity,  put  upon  them,  adverted  to  the  various  parts  of 
the  manifefto,  anfwering  the  different  arguments  in  fupport 
of  'it,  which  had  been  ure;ed  by  the  two  noble  Lords  in  of- 
fice [SuiFollc  and  Gower.  J  He  faid,  the  paflages  alluded,  to 
were  aimed  at  the  moft  honeft  men  in  America ;  he  did  not 
therefore  wonder  at  adminiftration's  wifliing.to  have  nothing 
to  fay  to  them.  The  noble  Lords  had  aflerted,  that  the  ex- 
tremes of  war  and  defolation,  cited  in  thofe  paflages,  did 
not  come  up  to  the  interpfctation  put  upon  them  by  bis  no- 
ble friend,  the  Marquis :  let  the  noble  Lords  confider  what 
had  been  their  fyftem  of  war  hitherto.  Had'  they  not  em- 
ployed the  favagcs,  and  burnt  the  towns  of  Norfolk  and 
Charles  Town  ?  He  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  burning  the 
latterroightnotbe  a  nccefliry  operation  of  War ;  perhaps  it  was; 
he  only  mentioned  it  as  a  part  of  that  fyftem  which  oiJoifters 

now 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1778.  DEBATES. 

now  talked  of  as  1  matter  which  was  totally  foreign  to  their 
ideas.  Had  not  alfo  General  Vaughan,  when  he  went  up  the 
North  River,  burnt  the  town  of  Efopus,  and  alledged  as  a  reafon 
for  it,  **  that  it  was  a  neft  of  villains,''  an  excufe  fimilar  to  that 
made  for  the  murder  at  Glenco  !  He  did  not  fee  the  nobte 
Lord  in  the  Houfe,  who  had  done  fuch  notable  feats  in  his 
government  of  Virginia,  or  he  (hoiild  have  been  glad  to  have 
aiked  him  a  queftion  or  two  relative  to  his  condii&  refped** 
ine  the  Indians  and  the  fiaves. 

His  Grace  contended  that  the  war  from  the  commenco^ 
mem  of  it,  bad  been  carried  on  with  every  zSt  of  oppreffioA 
and  injuftice  that  could  tend  to  make  thenaineof  an  Englifh* 
man  odious  in  America.  He  faid  a  regular  and  full  account 
of  the  barbarities  exercifed  by  his  Majefty's  officers,  an4 
thofe  under  them  in  America,  had  been  publiihed  by  order 
of  Congi^fs  two  ^rs  ago.  The  Leyden  Gazette  had  at* 
tempted  to  give  this  account  piecemeal  ^  but  after  going  fomc 
way  in  it,  had  defifted,  the  editor  alledgine  that  it  ftained  bis 
paper.  He  mentioned  alfo  the  ravages  and  rapine  of  the  fol* 
diery,  who,  following  the  examples  fet  them  by  the  Heffians, 
plundered  the  poor  inhabitants,  and  ftole  every  thing  th^ 
could  lay  their  hands  on ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  well 
aiTured  General  VVafhington's  army  maintained  the  ftridcft 
difcipline,  paying  for  whatever  they  had,  wherever  they  went, 
and  giving  entire  fatisfa£lion  to  all  aj-ovnd  them.  He  faid, 
he  had  lately  received  a  letter  from  the  Jerfeys,  by  which  he 
learnt  we  had  not  a  iingle  friend  in  thofe  provinces  ;  and  the 
reafon  vras,  our  army  had  been  there,  and  behaved  fo  ill, 
that  they  had  created  an  infurmountable  dii^uft  in  the  minds 
of  all  ranks  of  peopte.  Having  dwelt  for  iome  time  on  the/e 
points,  the  Duke  adverted  to  the  general  condu£t  of  minifters, 
and  appealed  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  nation 
could  beexpe£led  to  have  confidence  in  a  fet  of  men,  guilty 
of  fuch  repeated  and  fuch  grofs  blunders  i  He  faid,  he  him- 
felf  had  heard  Sir  William  Howe  tell  the  Secretary  for  the. 
American  department  to  his  face,  and  in  the  hearing  of  a 
large  aflembly,  *^  that  it  was  impoffible  for  Great  Britain  to 
be  fuccefsful  in  America,  while  he  had  the  conda£t  of  the 
war."  Let  Lordi^  for  a  moment  confider  the  extent  of  fuch 
a  declaration ;  let  them  recollect  the  authority  ir  came  from  |  ' 
from  no  lefs  a  man  than  the  late  commander  in  chief  in 
America,  who,  if  any  officer  had  been  in  t)ie  lead  degree  of 
confidence  with  admrniftration,  he  was  the  man* 

His  Grace  denied  that  General  Burgoyne's  proclamatioa 
had  not  been  feg^arded  as  a « very  improper  publication,  and 
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begged  the  noble  Earl  [Gowcr]  to  rccollcft,  that  he  had  par- 
ticularly reprehended  it  in  that  Houft.  It  had  alfo  been  much 
the  fubjefi  of  reprehenfion  in  the  other  affembly  ;  and  he  de- 
clared^ heftill  entertained  the  fame  opinion  oFit  which  he  did 
when  he  firft  read  it.  The  noble  Earl  had  afked^  **  if 
we  could  have  defolated  the  country  round  Bofton,  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  Count  D'Eftaing*s  fleet,  would  it  not  have 
been  w;ifetohave  done  it?"  No;  it  would  have  been  very 
vnwife ;  no  man  converfant  with  the  art  of  war  would  have 
aRcd  in  that  manner. 

His  Grace  faid  a  great  deal  againft  the  pfoclamatron,  which 
he  declared  was  a  ftretch  of  authority  in  the  commiffioners  ; 
be  added,  that  he  did  not  doubt  it  was  highly  pleafing  in  a 
certaiti  quarter,  from  the  happy  reception  which  one  of  the 
commiffioners  had  lately  met  with  on  his  firft  courtly  vifit  af- 
ter his  return  from  America.  At  length  the  Duke  came  to  an 
enumeration  of  theexpences  of  the  war,  mentioning  the  three 
and  thirty  millions  which  it  had  already  coft  this  country, 
and  obferving  that  every  year  it  continued,  it  was  likely  to 
coft  iw  eight  or  nine  millions  more  :  he  afked  how  were  we 
-  to  raife  the  money  ?  Was  it  not  notorious,  from  the  uncom- 
mon and  alarming  number  of  bankruptcies,  that  money  was 
fo  fcarce,  it  was  hardly  to  be  obtained  at  any  rate  ?  In  ftiort, 
did  not  every  thing  indicate  a  declining  commerce,  and  a 
finking  credit  ? 

Havmg  anfwered  feveral  parts  of  Earl  Gower*s  fpeech,  he 
entered  into  very  extcnfive  field  of  argument,  in  which  he 
chiefly  direfted  his  attention  to  the  following  heads  :  the  pro- 
vocations given  on  our  part,  which  he  contended  accelerated, 
or  entirely  caufed' the  revolt  of  our  Colonies;  the  fucceffivc 
afts  ofopprefliion,  cruelty,  and  injufticc  we  adopted,  in  order 
to  give  our  meafures  the  defigned  efFeft  ;  the  folly  of  truft- 
irng  to  the  afTurances  of  France,  and  the  wilful  perverfenefs 
of*  continuing  to  give  credit  to  them,  when  almoft  every  day*$ 
experience  had  afforded  the  moft  direft  teftimony,  and  fur- 
niftied  the  moft  irrefragable  proofs,  that  ftie  was  doing  all  in 
her  power  fecretly  to  foment  the  revolt  of  our  fubjeas,  and 
fupport  them  in  their  refiftance  to  the  claims  of  the  mother 
country  ^  the  v^ak  ftate  of  our  navy,  and  defencelefs  ftate 
of  the  kingdom,  when  it  was  no  longer  a  queftion,  that  the 
moft  vigorous  exertions  would  be  necefiary,  to  defend  us  againft 
the  power  of  that  kingdom,  unlefs  we  confcnted  to  relinquifh 
our  fovereignty,  forever,  over  America.  On  thefe,  and  fe- 
veral other  material  points,  connected  or  growing  outof  them^ 
pis  Grace  was  very  full,  pointed,  argumentative,  and  cor* 
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te€t:  but  as  they  have  fo  frequently  beeen  difcufled  in  de* 
tail  on  former  occafions,  a  repetition  of  them  now  is  totally 
unneccflary,  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  only  novel  matter, 
touched  upon  by  his  Grace,  of  any  particular  importance. 

He  obferved,  that  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  fecond  in 
the  debate  [Suffolk]  had  very  fairly  acknowledged,  that  the 
prefent  foimeda  new  xra  in  politics,  fo  far  as  France  and 
England  were  concerned ;  th^t  the  finances  of  France  were 
in  Che  train  of  being  put  upon  a  refpedable  footing  ;  that  her 
attention  was  called  from  her  armies  to  her  marine j  that  (he 
now  d^ifpuced  the  empire  of  the  ocean  with  us;  and  that 
every  thing  which  went  to  the  exiftence  of  this  couhtry,  as 
a  great  naval  and  commercial  power,  was  committed  to  the 
ifiue  of  the  prefent  conteft.  He  faid,  he  had  lately  received 
an  edict,  publi(hed  by  the  French  King,  which  was  a  kind 
of  financial  ftace  of  the  nation,  and  contained  the  fulleft  con- 
firmation of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl ;  and,  as  he 
thoughi;  it  full  of  fads  and  reafonings  of  the  greateft  impor- 
tance to  this  country,  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  tranflat<r 
it,  for  the  fake  of  public  information. 

His  Grace  then  read  it.  It  contained  a  general  account 
that  by  the  reform  made  in  the  feveral  departments,  fuch  con- 
fiderabie  favings  had  been  tWeSttdj  that  although  a  loan 
(about  two  millions  fterling)  would  be  wanting  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  enfuing  year,  the  King  had  the  pleafure  to  inform 
his  people,  that  no  new  tax  or  impoft  would  be  laid,  in  order 
to  pay  the  intereft  ;  attended  too  with  this  additional,  happy 
circumftance,  that  he  had    forborne  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  ^ 

ufual  mode  of  raifmg  money,  heretofore  pra£tifed  on  fomf 
occafions,  that  of  the  fale  of  offices  unneceflary  in  themfelves^ 
and  extremely  burdenfofne  and  ruinous  to  the  public  ;  but 
had  raifed  the  money  he  wanted  by  annuities,  which  annui*  . 
ties  would  be  provided  for  by  the  ordinary  ftaodiilg  revenue.. 
[See  theedid  in  the  Remembrancer,  Vol.  VII.  p.  116.] 

His  Grace  paid  the  higheft  compliments  to  the  great  abi- 
lities of  Mr.  Necker,  at  the  head  of  the  French  finances^ 
who  had  adopted  the  plan  recommended  by  Dr.  Price,  in  his 
Treacifeoa  Life  Annuities  ;  which,  while  it  pointed  out  the 
means  of  procuring  new  loans,  provided  for  the  extinction 
of  the  debt,  by  granting  an  increafed  imereft  upon  annuities, 
determinable  upon  one  or  two  lives.  Mr.  Necker  availed  ' 
himfelf,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  of  this  plan  ;  and  fuch  wiis 
tl^  confidence  in  government,  and  the  abilities  of  the  mini- 
fter,  that  the  loan  upon  one  or  two  lives  was  procured  at  eight 
per  cent. 

Vot.  XII.  h  His 
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HStGvKe  CQDtraftod  the  wifdon,  inlcgrity»  tni  t}i»  difw 
Mrcfted  motiveeof  Mr.  Neck^r,  wholiad  bf ought  the  French 
finances  out  of  diforder,  weakneft,  and  difcredit,  into  fo 
fiourifliing  a  condition^  with  that  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
pcefidea  at  the  head  of  the  finances  of  this  coi^ntry.  But  the 
reaibn  was  obvious  ;  Mr.  Necker  was  ambitious  only  of  dor 
inggqpd;  bis  confcioufnefs  that  he  was  doing  fo,  to  him, 
appeared  an  ample  rewards  He  difcQuntenanced  eveiy  fpecies 
of  improper  e^ppendituie ;  he  fupprefled  all  unneceiTary  or 
finecure  places.  Hfi  endeavoured  to  snfpire  the  nation  with 
public  fpirit,  and  fee  the  example  himfelf.  He  refufed  to  re- 
ceive any  emolument  whatever  for  his  fervices;  and  when 
prefied  by  the  minifter  to  accept  of  a  liberal  penfion,  as  a 
token  from  bis  fovereign  of  his  high  opinion  of  his  raer^t,  he 
pofitively  refufed  it.  What,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the 
iiluation  and  conduA  of  the  noble  Lord  ?  He  had  got  the 
the  Cinc|ue  Ports,  his  Lady  Bu(hy  Park,  his  children  were 
all  amply  provided  for  by  places  held  in  truft,  or  by  reveriion ; 
nay,  heha4  given  fuch  a  proof  of  his  avaricious  difpoiltion, 
that  he  had  even  ftooped  to  go  a  hunting  fof  the  reverfion  of 
the  comptroller's  place  in  the  port  of  London,  for  the  lives 
of  his  two  fons,  at  prefent  poflefled  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaf- 
tie.  Was  fuch  a  man  a  iit  .perfon  to  promote  reformation, 
or  carry  into  execution  a  plan  of  public  oBConomy  ?  How 
could  he  refyfe  improper  applications,  or  rejed  ill-founded 
preteniionsy  when  the  party  $ipp|ying  could  with  fo  much 
juftice  retort  on  him,  that  he  wa$  covered  with  places^  fine- 
cures,  reverfions,  &c*  fdr  no  other  merit  but  that  of  lofing 
America  ?  He  was  the  latt  man  in  the  kingdom  who  was  juf- 
tified  in  calling  any  man's  claim  to  favour  or  reward  into 
queftion.  Again,  if  any  of  the  concrading  tribe  were  to  ap- 
ply to  his  Lordihip,  in  return  for  their  fteady  fupport  through 
ev<ry  meafufe  propofed  by  him  in  Parliament^  and  that  he 
ibould  refufe  to  give  them  an  exorbitant  pro&t,  might  they 
not  with  great  juftice  remind  him  of  his  firft  contrail  with 
Mr.  Atkinfpn,  in  his  clofet,  whom  he  agreed  to  pay  a  dou* 
ble  price  for  rum  at  Jamaica,  to  what  it  was  fold  on  the 
^uays  in  London  ?  Might  they  not  remind  him  of  his  igno- 
rance to  judge,  what  was  or  was  not  a  proper  price,  when  his 
Lordihip  mifiook  currency  for  fterlin^  ?  Might  they  not  tell 
bin),  that  notwithftanding  this  impontion,  he  gave  Mr.  Ac- 
,  kinfen  a  fecond  and  a  third  contrad)  and,  finally,  th^t  he 
{continued  to  employ  him,  in  hiring  of  tjlinfports  at  an  ad«> 
yanced  price^  in  victualling  the  army,  &c.  &c. 
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His  .Grace  raid,  it  was  highly  neceflar^,  that  all  tiniferfil 
fyftem  of  ceconomy  (bould  prevail,  that  a  reform  ttufald  uke 
place  from  the  higheft  to  the  lowefl^i  from  his  Majefty  down 
to  the  meaneft  of  his  fervants.  That  the  King  (hould  (et 
the  example*  His  Majefty  he  was  fatisfied,  might  well  Ihrf 
within  his  income.  He  did  not  mean  within  the  civil  lift 
revenue,  as  it  ftoodfincethe  addition  was  made  to  it  tb^  - 
laft  year ;  but  as  it  was  before.  He  had  the  authority  of 
a  great  financer  [Mr.  Grenville]  to  fappbrt  him  in  thta  opi* 
nion,  that  the  civil  lift  on  the  eftablifliment  bf  1727^  was 
more  than  fuf&cient  for  the  fupport  of  the  honour,  dignity^ 
and  even  fpleirdoui'  of  the  crown,  if  the  reventie  was  pro* 
perly  managed,  and  faithfully  expended,  for  the  purpofes  for 
which  it  was  granted.  ,   . 

His  Grace  concluded,  with  profeffine  his  willimneTs  to 
accept  of  any  employment  he  was  thought  capable  of,  either 
civil  or  military,  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Necker,  without  rewud  :^ 
or  emolument.  He  was  ready  to  meet  the  enemies  of  hia 
country,  wherever  they  were  to  be  found ;  to  go  even  to 
America,  if  it  was  thought  neceflary,  not  upon  a  fruitlefs^ 
impradicable  errand,  to  lubdue,  but  to  endeavour  to  bring 
about  a  friendly  intercourfe,  and  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  un* 
natural  purpofe  of  Engltflimen  determined  on  tbedeftrudion 
of  Engliflimen.  When  he  faid  this,  he  feared  that  aityplan  of 
union,  fuch  as  formerly  fiiblifted  between  both  countries 
was  for  ever  at  an  end ;  but  he  ftill  retained  hopes,  that  the 
Colonies  might  yet  be  fo  far  perfuaded,  both  from  motives  of 
afFedion,  and  principles  of  found  policy,  to  change  their 
condud,  as  to  defift  from  purfuing  an  objed,  which,  in  the 
language  of  the  noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  fpoke  firft^ 
nuft  terminate,  if  fuccefsful,  in  the  inevitable  ruin  of  the 
parent  ftate. 
« Hii  Grace  concluded,  with  tefttfying  his  moft  hearty  a£- 
fent  to  the  motion  made  by  his  friend  the  noble  Marquis. 

Lord  Lyttelton  began  with  a  compliment  to  the  Bifhop  of  tM 
Peterborough,  wBofr  abilities,  he' acknowledged,  were  fo^^**"*' 
obvious,  and  whofe  condud  was  fo  confiftent,  tnat  there  did 
not  exift  a  doulrt,  but  chat  whatever  fell  from  his  Lordihip,  muft 
have  confiderable  weight  in  that  Houfe,  and  confiderable 
Weight  with  the  public.  He  warned  the  reverend  prelate, 
however,  and  every  Lord  who  had  fpokenon  the  fame  fide,  from 
caftifig  any  obloquy  either  diredly  or  indiredly  on  thofe  of 
the  reverend  bench  who  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  meafurea 
propofed  to  Parliament  by  miniftry  as  proper  to  be  puirfued 
leffcCking  America,  from  the  toimneacem^t  of  the  war  to 
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iihe  prefent  hour.  It  was  unfair,  illiberal,  and  unwarrant* 
able  to  fay  that  the  reverend  bench  had  voted  with  govern* 
tncnt  from  a  fanguinary  wifli,  from  a  hope  to  encreafe  blood 
and  maffacre.  The  very  oppofite  had  been  the  defire,  and 
the  defign,  he  was  well  convinced,  of  every  one  of  the  re- 
verend bench  who  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  meafures  which 
liad  been  adopted.  They  faw  the  war  was  not  only  juft  but 
neceflfary  ;  that  it  was  a  war  founded  upon  the  trueft  princi-> 
pies  of  chriftianity,  a  wifli  to  put  an  end  to  party  feuds,  and 
party  animofities,  anfd  to  eftabliih  an  honourable  and  lafting 
.  peace.    . 

It  had  been  faid,  that  America  was  loft  forever — he  dif- 
fered widely  from  that  idea. ,  He  was  not  fanguine  in  his  ex* 
pe£lations  on  that  head,  butbeftill  hoped  and  believed  that 
America  might  be  brought  back  to  her  allegiance ;   that  Ame- 
rica might  be  induced  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  France,  and 
todoherfelf  the  kindnefs  of  enjoying  the  freedom  and  hap- 
pinefs  which  the  mild  conftitution  of  this  country  was  alone 
capable  of  giving  her.      He  was  aware  that  there  were  invc* 
terate  fpirits  in  America,   malignant  members  of  ttie  Con- 
grefs,   whofe  views  of  intereft  and  power  made  them  eager 
and  induftrious  to  delude  the  public,   and  inftill .  prejudices 
againft  this  country,  and  in   favour  of  the   alliance  with 
France,  into  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  pro* 
vinces.     But  let  noble  Lords  for  a  moment  confider  how  un* 
natural  that  alliance  was— men  who  were  fighting  for  re- 
publicanifm,  joining  with  the  {laves  of  an  arbitrary  monarch, 
prefbyterians   going  hand   in   hand  with  papifts ;  America, 
at  leaft  thofe  Americans  who  found  it  advantageous  to  widen 
lier  breach  with  England,  might  afFedl  to  be  blind  to  the  im- 
policy of  fuch  a  jundion  for  the  prefent ;  but  it  was  impoP- 
iible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  they  ihould  long  continue 
in  tl^at  ftate,  the  eye's  of  the  whole  continent  muft  foon  be 
open  to  the  monftrous  folly  of  thejr  allistnce.     At  prefent  he 
was  furc  there  were  numbers  in  America  .who  wiflied  moft 
heartily  for  an  opportunity  of  avowing  their  fentiments  of 
loyalty ;  it  therefore  behoved  government  to  do  every   thing 
in  their  power  to  enabled   their  friends  acrofs  the  Atlantic  to 
fpeak   their  minds,  ana  acknowledge  the  firft  vriih  of  their 
hearts,  an  opportnnity  of  expreffing  their  loyalty   to  their 
rightful  fovereign.    The  moment  they  could  do  it  with  fafety, 
he  had  no  doubt  but  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  conti- 
nent would  join  the  royal  ftandard. 

With  regard  to  the  proclamation,  he  faid,  he  could  not  re- 
ftrain  his  amazement  at  the  forced  conftruAion  which  had 
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been  put  uJK>n  it.  It  was,  in  his  mind,  one  of  the  moJS: 
temperate,  judicious  and  forcible  appeals  to  reafon  and  com- 
mon fenfe,  that  he  had  ever  i-ead.  It  did  not  in  the  moft  dif- 
tant  degree,  warrant  the  cruel  and  inhuman  import,  which , 
the  noble  Marquis  and  his  friends  had  put  upon  iu  Let  any 
man  in  bis  right  wits,  read  the  paflages  objeded  to,  and  it 
was  impoffible  for  «him  to  c^nftrue  them  otherwife  than  as  x 
the  noble  Earl,  high  in  office,  had  done  [Lord  Suffolk.] 
The  noble  Lords  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  talked 
much  of  the  feverity  of  the  condu£l  of  the  war  intended  to 
be  purfued  ;  even  if  that  were  to  be  the  cafe  (a  pofition  which 
however  he  would  not  agr6e  that  the  proclamation  warranted) 
when  ou^ht  a  nation  to  exert  itfelf  to  punifh  more  feverely, 
than  when  rebellion  and  black  ingratitude  formed  a  league  . 
with  perfidy  |and  falfehood  !  America,  the  ctuld  of  Great  / 
Britain,  entered  into  an  alliance  with  France;  the  old,  and 
notwithflanding  appearances,  the  determined  foe  of  both 
Great  Britain  and  America.  A  league  for  what  purpofe  ? 
Not  for  the  advantage  of  her  commerce,  nor  for  the  fupport 
of  her  trade,  but  with  the  hellifh  view  of  flabbing  the  poll- 
tical  exiflence  of  the  mother  country?  America  willingly 
became  the  dagger  of  France,  and  lent  herfelf  to  be  the  in- 
ftrument  of  the  aflaffination  of  her  parent !  Would  Lords  then 
hefitate  a  moment  whether  they  (hould  ftrengthen  the  hands 
of  government  againft  fuch  an  alliance!  On  the  contrary, 
muft  they  not  fee  that  this  was  a  crifis  of  the  utmpfl  danger, 
a  crifis  which  demanded  the  moil  vigorous  eiForts  of  this 
country,  whofc  very  exiilence  was  at  ftake  ? 

Lords  had  laid  much  flrefs  on  the  cruel  condudof.the 
war  fincc  its  commencement.  The  aflertion  was  true,  but 
It  was  erroneoufly  applied.  America  had  been  cruel,  Ame- 
rica had  been  inhumane,  but  not  Great  Britain  !  Who  burnt 
the  town  of  Norfolk  ?  Who  treated  prifoners  in  the  moft  mer- 
cilefs,  the  moft  favage  manner  i  America  had  fet  the  example 
of  cruelty,  and  if  it  were  followed*  flie  had  to  thank  herfelf 
for  the  confequences.  What  might  appear  to  be  humanity 
with  refped  to  America,  would  turn  out  moft  blameable 
weaknefs  refpeAing  Great  Britain.  Some  Lords  had  talked 
of  the  danger  of  France*s  retalliating  :  let  their  Lordfbips  re- 
colled, , that  retalliation  was  .the  u'nivetTal  cuftom  of  war; 
that  wc,  laft  war,  when  the  great  Lord  Chatham  had  the  di«* 
fc&ion  of  affairs,  purfued  the  very  line  of  condu6l  which 
thofc  Lords  had  now  fofeverely  reprehended.  Lord  Chatham  had  ^ 
planned  the  expeditions  againft  Havre- de> Grace,  and  againft 
Rocbfort.    Lord  Chatham  ravaged  the  coafts  of  France,  and 
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defelatej  ftich  of  her  fea-ports,  as  it  was  tfaoogfat  expedient 
to  fend  oar  arms  againft.  .  And  what  did  France  }  Did  Ihe 
burn  our  fea-ports  }  No  ; — the  reafon  was  obvious^  our  na- 
▼y  pfotcfted  ns ;  France  dared  not  approach  our  coafts.  It 
ijras  idle  therefore  to  talk  of  retaliation,  when  it  muft  ap- 
Bear,  to  the  convi£tion  of  every  tnan  of  common  fenfe,  thit 
an  a  war  with  France,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  minifters  rf 
Great-Britain  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  diftrefs  the  enemy, 
becaufe  it  did  not  require  a  moment's  coniideration  to  difco- 
Ycr  that  the  enemy  would  do  all  in  her  power  to  diftrefs  us. 

His  Lordfhip  abferved,  that  fome  of  the  noble  Ipeaken 
bad  urged  the  policy  of  our  withdrawing  our  fleets  and  ar- 
^  mies,  and  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of  America. 
Did  the  noble  Lords  who  maintained  this  doftrine  cbnfider 
the  confequence  ?  Give  up  America!  What  would  this  coun- 
try give  up  then  ?  Not  America  alone^  but  Florida !  Nova  Sco- 
tia! the  Weft  Indies!  the  fifticries !  Newfoundland!  Infhort, 
all  our  poffeffions,  excepting  only  the  two  iflands  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  where  then  would  be  our  reve- 
nue !  Where  would  be  our  national  credit,  our  national 
finances  !  The  cuftom-houfe  and  excife-office  would  be 
iriclcfs  ;  for  bur  trade  and  our  imports  would  no  longer  cxift. 
Having  dwelt  on  this  theme,  he  returned  to  the  manifefto, 
and  the  propofitions  made  to  America  by  his  Majefty*s  com- 
miffioners.  He  defended  the  latter  as  proper  to  be  oflEcrcd, 
but  called  the  attention  of  Lords  to  the  limits  and  reftri&ioia 
tinder  which  they  were  propounded.  They  muft  tome  bad 
to  Parliament  for  ratification ;  he,  for  one,  was  glad  they 
were  rejeSed,  becaufe,  he  was  free  to  fay,  he  did  not  think 
he  Ihould  have  approved  of  them.  He  maintained  that  it 
was  found  policy,  if  America  was  ftill  fo  headftrong,  and  fo 
tinhappy,  as  to  be  driyen  into  the  arms  of  France,  by  die 
wicked  machinations  of  the  demagogues,  who  at  prelect 
held  her  in  fubjeftion,  for  Great  Bntam  to  difinantleher  for- 
trefles,  fpoil  her  harbours,  curtail  and  deftroy  her  rcfources, 
and  render  her  oT  as  little  miliury  ufe  to  the  determined  foe 
of  both  countries  as  poffible. 
Doke  /of  Duke  of  Grafton  began  with  mentioning  his  ill  ftaie  of 
Qrajm.  .  health,  and  his  vvilk  to  be  at  home ;  but  declared,  he  could 
not  look  his  children  in  the  face  if  on  fuch  an  occafion  he 
had  negle£ted  his  parliamentary  duty  :  he  added,  that  \itiSi 
he  had  heard  fall,  from  the  noble  Lords  in  office  e(jf>ecialiv, 
made  him  the  more  anxious  to.^difcharge  his  conicience,  by 
troubling  iheir  Lordihips  with  his. opinion,  relative  to  the 
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prei^nt  polioii.  His  Gnuee  thta  entered  upon  an  ioveftU 
ndonof  tbo  argume^ta  ufird  br  the  laft  noble  fpeaker,  whom 
he  called  the  Drawcanfir  o£  a^iniftration^  ready  to  under- 
take iu  defeace  at  all  time^^even  when  tkey  were  aihamed  to 
attempt  it  themfelves ;  and'aiked  if  it  were  wile  in  miniftera 
to  inftill  fuch  do&rinet  as  the  noUc  Lord  had  mentioned  } 
The  oeble  Lord  had  juftified  puifuing  that  fyftem,  which 
hid  caufixl  all  the  calamities  with  which  this  uoliappy  nation 
vasaffliAed*  Were  npt  the  miferies  ^hich  America  and 
Great  Britaio  groaned:  under  fofficient^  but  moft  Loids  ia 
office  triumph  in  the  fufferings  of  the  two  countriet,  and 
boafi  of  their  fuccefs^  in  halving  been  ablp  to  infliA  ^em^ 
caliia^  upoa  the  Houfe  for  their  U^iport,  when  they  avowed 
[heir  iateation  of  going  on  with  the  fame  fyftem  of  folly, 
iiQpolic]^,  apd  oppreiBoa  ?  Did  not  daily  experience  prove 
the  declinii^  ftate  of  our  finances,  and  yet  would  minifters 
nin  the  oatioQ  into  ftill  greater  ezpence,  without  the  iiiialleft 
hopes  of  fo^cda.  What  had  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft 
for  them  find,  but  that  we  were  deferted,by  every  foreign 
^wer,  and  therefore  it  was  the  fit  hour  for  going  to  war  with 
r  ranee  and  America  ?  Was  this  fhort  of  a  declaration,  that 
Great  Britain  with  her  Parliament  at  her  back,  was  able  to 
lOQteod  v^th  the  whok  work!  i 

His  Grace  ftrongly  condemned  the  condud  of  the  mini* 
firy ;  faid  tiiey  kept  their  places  merely  by  the  iaflaence  of 
corruption,,  and  that  their  conduct  was  not  founded  on  a  iin- 
glc  principle  of  policy  or  integrity. 

He  iaid,  that  the  laft  concurrent  great  caufe  of  all  our 
aisfortuncs,  was  our  not  having  timely  notice  of  the  treaty 
entered  into  with  France  by  the  Congrefs  delegates.  As  a 
penoD  once  iii  high  office,  he  knew  how  critical  and  delicate  * 

^utuation  an  ambaifador  fhxxl  in,  when  queftioned  upon  any 
points  relative  to  his  embafly.  But  as  the  efted  of  the  matter 
kc  deiired  to  be  informed  of,  was  long  fincc  over,  he  thought 
te  mi^t,  withQUt  tranfgreiling  any  rule  of  debate  or  ufage, 
particularly  apply  himfelf  to  the  noble  Vifcoent  in  the  green 
ru^hand  [Stormont]  who  was  ambaflador  at  Paris  when  the 
treaty  between  France  and  America  was  concluded.  To  ct* 
plain  his  reafpu,.  he  would  beg  leave  to  remind  the  Houfe, 
^nd  inform  the  noble  Vi(count,  who  was  then  abfent  on  his 
(iuty  in  another  kingdom,  that  having  heard  that  fuch  a  trea- 
ty had  beeniigned  ac  Paris  on  tlie  6th  of  February,  he,  early 
ic  March  following^  in  his  (dace  in  that  Houfe,  applied  to 
^  nobk  VifcouBt  over  the  way^^  i^  the  blue  ribband  [ Wey* 
1  mouth] 
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mouth]  to  know,  whether  he  had  any  intimation  of  any  fuch 
treaty  having  been  entered  into  ;  or  whether  he  had  any  of- 
ficial communication  of  it  from  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at 
the  court  of  France  ?  The  anfwer  given  by  the  noble  Vif- 
count  in  high  office,  was,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  Aich 
treaty,  but  what  he  had  learned  from  report ;  and  .that  he 
heard  fuch  a  faft  had  been  mentioned  by  an  honourable 
member  [Mr.  Fox]  in  the  other  Houfe  ;  and  that  the  firft 
commiffioner  of  the  treafury,  to  whom  the  queftion  had 
been  put,  returned  the  fame  anfwer,  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter. 

.  His  Graec  faid,  he  thought  proper  to  give  this  explana- 
tion, left  the  noble  Vifcount  m  the  green  ribband  might 
'  imagine  he  took  up  the  affair  in  a  captious  manner,  and 

dragged  it  wantonly  into  debate.  He  therefofe,  witli  the 
permiffion  of  the  noble  Vifcount,  wifhed  to  have  the  afikir 
explained  ;  becaufe  it  was  plain,-  from  this  fair  ftate  of  it, 
that  either  the  noble  Vifcount  in  high  office,  concealed  what 
he  fhould  have  communicated  to.  that  Houfe,  or  that  the 
noble  Vifcount,  then  our  ambaffador  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
failles,  was  deficient  in  his  duty,  and  had  negle£ted  the  ob- 
jefts  of  his  embalTy,  which  were  folely  to  difcover  and  pe- 
netrate into  the  defigns  of  France,  and  to  communicate 
whatever  deferved  particular  attention,  at  the  earlieft  peri- 
od, and  by  tlie  moll  quick  conveyance,  to  the  King*s  mini- 
ftcrs  here. 

His  Grace  fpoke  to  feveral  other  points  of  lefs  importance, 
and  fat  down  with  teftifying  his  perfeft  approbation  of  the 
addrefs  moved  by  his  noble  friend, 
t-rd  5/or.       Lord  Siormont.    Hi*  Lordfhip  apoligized  to  the  Houfe,  and 
"""'  wifhed  fqr  their  indulgence,  as  he  had  not  been  accuftomcd 

to  fpeak  in  public.  He  faid,  nothing  but  the  direft  applica- 
tion made  to  him  by  the  noble  Duke  in  the  blue  ribband, 
fhould  have  induced  him  to  rife. 

The  noble  Duke,  from  his  high  fituation  when  in  office, 
muft  rccollea  the  duty  an  ambaffador  owed  to  his  Sovereign 
in  that  capacity,  'as  well  as  the  nation  whence  he  was  fent, 
which  was  that  of  obfcrving  the  moft  inviolable  fccrecy  re- 
lative to  every  matter  refpefting  his  embaffy,  or  direftly 
conncfted  with  it.  Under  that  obligation,  he  fhould  ever 
deem  himfelf  precluded  from  communicating  any  thing  which 
came  to  his  knowledge  in  his  minifterial  charafter ;  and  he 
wifhed  that  the  Houfe  would  underftand,  that  he  did  not 
look  upon  himfelf  at  all  obliged  to  anfwer  any  queflion  in- 
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coofiftent  with  this  line  of  duty  ;  unlefs  he  was  fatisiied 
bimfelf,  that  it  did  not  come  within  the  (pirit  nor  letter  of 
the  preicribcd  conduct  on  fuch  occafions.  And  he  hoped, 
that  if  at  any  future  time  or  occafion  he  fliould  decline  to 
give  the  fatisfadion  required  of  him,  it  would  be  remem- 
bcrd,  that  his  refufal  would  not  arife  from  any  unwilling- 
ncii  to  communicate  what  was  proper,  but  from  a  ccmfciouf- 
nefs  that  he  cotld  not  comply  with  what  was  dciired,  with- 
out a  breach  of  what  would  weigh  infinitely  more  with  him 
than  any  interpretation  which  might  be  put  on  his  lilencc. 

The  noble  jDuke  founded  his  right  to  interrogate  upon  a 
faft  ftateJ,  of  which  he  was  entirely  unapprifed,  being  then 
at  the  court  of  France.  He  bad  no  doubt  but  the  faft  was 
fairly  and  correftly  ftated  by  the  noble  Duke ;  and  as  the 
tranladion  referred  to  was,  in  its  efTefls,  in  point  of  difclo** 
fure,  entirely  open,  and  of  courfe  a  clear  exception  to  the 
cftabllflied  rules  of  inviolable  fecrecy, ;  and,  as  it  implied  a 
poflible  degree  of  cenfure  on  his  conduA,  as  ambalfador  at 
the  court  of  France,  he  Ihould  acquaint  the  Houfe,  and  fa- 
tisfy  the  noble  Duke  on  tlae  fubjcdt,  as  far  as  he  was  perfo-> 
nally  concerned. 

The  queftion,  as  immediately  applying  to  himfelf,  and 
put  by  the  aoble  Duke,  was,  Whether  he  had  an  early  no- 
tice of  the  treaty  entered  into  by  France  and  the  Congress 
ilcicgates  ?  and  whether  he  communicated  his  knowledge  to 
the  noble  Vifcount  in  office  [Weymouth]  in  a  convenient 
time  ?  He  hoped  h^  had  not  been  fo  negle£tful  of  his  du-» 
ty,  nor  fo  Qnfuccefsful  in  executing  it,  as  to  be  ignorant  that 
a  negotiation,  leading  to  fuch  a  treaty,  was  on  foot ;  and, 
when  finifhcd,  that  he  had  not  the  earlieft  intelligence  of  the 
treaty  being  concluded,  and  ratified  by  all  the  folemnities 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions.  To  the  fecond  c^ueftion,  he  could 
aniWer  with  equal  truth  ;  that  as  he  was  induftrious  in  dif«^ 
covering,  fo  he  was  punctual  in  communicating  what  he  had 
learned  ;  and  embraced  the  firft  mon^ent  which  prefented  it- 
fclf,  to  acquaint  the  noble  Vifcount  in  office  of  the  fadl. 

The  noble  Lords  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  who,  by 
what  he  could  learn,  had  had  fuch  early  and  authentic  ac- 
counts of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  French  coun, 
and  of  its  ultimate  views  and  intentions,  perhaps  already 
knew  what  he  was  going  to  mention.  To  them  it  might  ap- 
pear no  novelty.  He  would  put  a  queftion  to  them  in  turn  ; 
Had  thev  heard  of  any  other  treaty  but  that  figned  on  the 
6ih  of  I*  ebruary  ?  which  he  was  free  to  fay,  was  only  calcu- 
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lated  to  impofe  on  the  people  of  America,  and  all  the  powers 
of  Europe  ;  as  having  nothing  in  view,  but  advantages  of  a 
commercial  intercourfe,  with  the  independent  States  of  Ame^- 
rica,  as  they  were  pleafed  to  deem  them  ;  while  the  real  dc- 
figns  of  both  America  and  France  were  concealed  by  that 
treaty.  If  their  Lordlhips  and  the  Houfe  were  ignorant  of 
that  circumftance,  he  would  affure  them,  that  there  was 
another  treaty  ;  they  muft  have  indeed  catched  at  the  fha- 
dow  and  let  flip  the  fubftance  ;  a  treaty  far  different  from 
that  which  had  been  publifhed.  He  faw  it  (or  a  copy  of  it) 
in  which  there  was  this  remarkable  expreffion,  which  denoted 
the  complexion  of  the  whole ;  **  that  the  wings  of  Great- 

.  Britain  muft  be  clipped,  left  fhe  fhould  foar  too  high  ;"  nay, 
further,  that  fome  of  the  articles  of  this  fecret  treaty  went 
not  only  to  the  independence  of  the  colonies  in  arms,  but  to 
the  difmemberment  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  to  the  parcel- 
ling out  and  partitioning  its  infular  and  other  American  pof- 
feffions  amor(g  the  contrafting  parties,  part  to  France  and 
|)art  to  America. 

After  this,  he  prefumed,  no  noble  Lord  prefent  could  he- 
litate  about  the  option  we  ought  to  take,  whether  to  fubmit 

•  to  the  terms  France  and  the  independent  States  fliould  pre- 
icribe,  which  he  was  ready  to  prove  would  render  us  a  petty 
ftate  of  the  fecond  clafs,  of  no  importance,  and  difgraced  in 
the  eyes  of  all  furrounding  nations,  or  bravely  contend  to 
recover  our  former  rank,  by  a  bold  and  vigorous  ftruggle  ; 
and  when  every  other  bulwark  was  taken  away,  defend  our- 
felves  within  this  ifland,  and  not  fuffer  our  power  to  outlive 
t)ur  fame,  confequence,  and  honour.  He  was  perfuaded 
there  was  no  other  mode  of  fecuring  a  national  exiftence 
worth  wifhing  for.  France  and  America,  he  feared,  were 
kidiflblubly  leagued  for  our  deftru£tion.  If  he  had  no  other 
proof,  the  Janguage  of  Monfieur  Gerrard  to  the  Congrefs 
was  enough  ;  where,  among  feveral  other  expreHions  of  the 
lame  tendency,  he  points  out  the  neceffity  of  profecuting  the 
war,  againft  the  **  common  eriemy,"  which  is  not  a  Galli* 
cifm  of  doubtful  import,  when  rendered  into  Englifh  ;  for 
he  wrote  it,  or  fpoke  it,  in  that  lanroage,  which  plainly 
proved  what  was  meant  by  that  expreffion,  according  to  its 
current  and  obvious  meaning ;  and  he  had  not  the  leaft  doubt, 
that  the  expreffion  woyld  be  found  to  mean  that  and  no 
other,  in  the  future  progrefs  of  this  bufinefs,  whether  apply- 
Jng  to  hoftility  or  negotiation. 
*  •  He 
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He  faid,  he  had  delivered  his  (entimeats  freely,  and  waft 
refolved  to  fquare  his  condud  accordingly.  He  was  not  in 
the  way  when  any  of  the  great  queftions  relative  to  America 
were  agitated  in  that  Houle.  He  was  therefore  lifted  in  no 
party,  nor  bound  or  tied  up  by  nd  previous  vote  or  opinion; 
He  was  confequently  in  every  fenfc  a  free  man.  He  neither 
gave  his  voice  for  the  ftamp-aft,  the  repeal,  or  any  fubfe- 
quent  meafure,  arifing  from  the  good  or  improper  policy  of 
cither  ;  but  as  well  from  what  he  knew,  as  from  what  his 
knowled^  led  him  to.  conjecture,  he  faw  no  other  conduft 
for  Britain  to  adopt,  be  the  confequenccs  what  they  mighty 
but  to  contend  to  the  laft,  and  rifque  all,  iboner  than  fait 
into  that  ftate  of  infignificancy  and  mediocrity  which  her 
foreign  and  domeftic  enemies,  France  and  America,  were 
determined,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  to  reduce  her  to. 

His  Lordfhip  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe,  and  thanked 
them  for  their  candour,  politene^,  and  attention. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  after  ftating  the  true.diftinftion  be-  I>«ke  of 
tween  fecrets  of  ftate  and  ftate  tranfaClions,  which  could  be  ^^^•■* 
no  longer  d«emed  fecrets,  fecrecy  being  no  longer  neceifary, 
faid,  his  queftion  to  the  noble  Viicount  had  turned  out  juft  as 
he  expelled.  His  Lordfhip-had  acquitted  himfelf  in  the  fulleft 
manner,  in  the  judgment  of  mankind,  of  the  leaft  negleft, 
or  failure  of  duty  ;  and  had  proved  to  his  conviftion,  what 
he  all  along  fufpedted,  that  minifters  alone  were  to  blame. 
He  had  for£>re  to  put  the  queftion  earlier  to  the  noble  Vif- 
count,  retainiiig  fome  doubts,  and  being  unwilling  to  put  his 
Lordftiip  into  even  the  poffible  fituation  of  being  obliged  ta 
accufe  himfelf  by  acknowledgment ;  or  which  was  much  the 
fame,  by  refufing  to  give  any  fatisfafiory  or  dircft  anfwer. 
He  wilhed,  however,  that  fome  one  of  the  King's  fervants 
would  rife  in  his  place, '  in  juftification  of  fuch  a  conduft^ 
and  inform  the  Houfe,  why  a  communication  of  fuch  Angu- 
lar 'and  cffential  importance,  was  withheld  ;  particularly 
when  a  queftion,  framed  on  purpofc  to  draw  forth  fuch  k 
communication,  had  been  put  feveral  days  previous  to  the 
delivery  .of  the  Erench  refcript ;  and  while  yet  the  American 
bills  were  pafiing  through  that  Houfe  ? 

Lord  PFeymouth  rofe  m  reply  to  the  noble  Duke.     He  re-  torA  fVt^* 
collected  what  had  paffed  between  him  and  the  noble  Duke,  ■*••'*• 
He  believed  it  was  on  the  ^th  of  March  laft  ;  and  were  he 
now  queftioned  in  the  fame  manner,  he  would^  he  believed^ 
return  the  fame  anfwer  ;  for  though  the  noble  Vifcount  did 
fend  him  an  account  of  the  treaty  being  iigned  in  the  man- 
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'  related  by  him,  he  muft  confefs,  it  did  not  bring  heme 

conviftion  to  his  mind  that  the  h&  was  fo  ;  and  without 
fuch  previous  conviftion,  or  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  fa£t, 
he  could  not)  conliftent  with  his  own  judgment,^  which  was 
the  only  guide  he  had  to  dircft  him,  fay  in  anVwer  to  the 
lioblc  Duke*s  queftion  on  the  5th  of  March,  that  he  knew 
of  any  fuch  treaty.  As  to  the  noble  Vifcount,  he  appealed 
to  their  Lordihips'  recoll^ftion,  if  he  did  not,  the  day  that 
the  French  *minifter's  refcript  was  communicated  to  the 
Houfe,  give  the  ftrongeft  teftimonial  of  the  vigilance  and 
a£kivity  of  the  noble  Vifcount  in  his  public  charafter. 
£trl  of  Earl  of  Shelburne  faid,  whatever  refpeft  and  cfteeni  he  cfi- 

SMhmms.  pertained,  for  tlie  noble  Vifcount  as  an  individual,  with  whofc 
perfonal  acquaintance  he  was  honoured ;  as  a  Peer  of  Parli- 
ament, he  could  not  avoid  tcftifying  his  ftrongeft  difappro- 
bation  of  his  condu£l.  The  time  was  approaching  in  which 
enquiries  would  become  neccffary  ;  and,  he  trufted,  that  the 
noble  Vifcount  in  .the  blue  ribband,  when  this  very  extra- 
ordinary tran(a£lion  came  to  be  enquired  into,  would  be 
obliged  to  difclofe  his  real  motives  for  afting  as  he  did.  He 
had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  abilities  of  the  noble  Vif- 
count, to  fuppofe  that  this  was  the  only  reafon  he  had  for 
doubting  the  communication,  made  to  him  by  the  noble  Lord 
dien  at  the  court  of  France,  being  authentic  :  for  what  could 
fuch  a  mode  of  reafonin^  and  conciulion  amount  to ;  bur, 
that  after  putting  the  nation  to  an  immenfe  expencc  in  fun- 
porting  ambaifadors  at  the  different  courts  of  Europe,  their 
difpatches,  no  matter  howfoever  well  fupported  in  faft,  are 
to  be  confidcred  a$  no  more  than  fo  much  wafte  paper,  unlefs 
they  have  the  good  fortune  to  operate  to  the  conviftion,  or 
confirm  fome  previous  matter,  already  intuitively  lodged 
^  in  the  breaft,  memory,  or  underftanding  of  the  fccretary"  of 
ftate,  to  whom  fuch  communication  fliall  be  made  ? 

The  noble  Vifcount,  in  the  green  ribband,  had  in  the  moft 
open  and  fair  manner  fliewn,  that  he  difcharged  his  duty, 
and  that  miniftcrs  had  neglefted  to  profit  by  his  information. 
T'he  defence  of  the  noble  Vifcount  high  in  office,  was  in* 
deed  novel ;  it  was  of  the  firft  imprelfion ;  he  fhould  for- 
bear now  to  comment  upon  it ;  but,  as  he  really  atid  truly 
refpefted  the  noble  Vifcout,  if  when  the  matter  fhould  come 
to  be  enquired  into,  he  fliould  not  be  able  to  defend  himfelf 
:  upon  better  grounds ;  he  had  only  to  obfcrve,  that  he  lincerc- 
'         ly  lamented  his  fate. 

After 
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After  endeavouring  to  hold  up  the  defence  of  the  noble 
Vifcount  in  feveral  ndicvilous  points  of  view,  he  proceeded 
to  diftinguilh  between  an  wholefome  and  wanton  fevcrity  ; 
a  feverity  which  tends  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  effufion  of  human 
blood,  not  to  fpill  it  nrierely  upon  a  principle  of  revenge  or 
blind  refentment.  He  inftanced  the  ftorming  of  Drogheda 
in  Ireland,  by  Cromwell;  and  fupported  in  general  (though, 
aware,  he  fald,  of  its  being  an  unpopular  opinion)  the  nc- 
ceffity  in  fome  inftances  of  temporary  afts  of  feverity,  in 
order  to  prevent  greater  mifchiefs  in  future. 

After  the  detail  of  Cromwell's  cruelty, 'he  pointedly  ob- 
ferved,  that  Cromwell  dcftroyed  a  finglc  town  in  order  to 
gain  a  whole  kingdom,  and  by  that  one  a£l  of  feverity  at  the 
commencement  of  an  alarm! n ;  rebellion,  gave  an  example 
which  contributed  greatly  to  the  conqucft  which  afterw^^rds 
followed ;  whereas,  the  prefent  minifters  in  their  valediftory 
publication  declared,  they  meant  to  ravage,  lay  wafte,  and 
defolate  a  whole  continent  almoft ;  withotrt  even  the  prof- 
peft  of  being  ^ble  to  gain  a  fingletown  ! 

He  applied  thi^  general  realbning  to  the  contents  of  the 
proclamation,  which  were  fufficiently  apparent ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  too  explicit  and  direA  to  require  any  argument^  to 
demonftrate  their  obvious  and  intended  meaning.  The  cia* 
nifefto  plainly  imported  two  things  equally  evident ;  de- 
ftrudion  and  delolation,  and  a  dire£t  intention  of  abandoning 
all  thoughts  of  our  re-uniting  America  with  Great  Britain;  • 
therefore  the  extremities  of  war,  and  the  other  denuncia- 
tions contained  in  the  manifcfto,  were  not  feverites  direded 
to  reclaim  the  perfons  on  whom  they  were  to  be  inflifted  ; 
but  merely  the  ravages  incident  to  that  fpecies  of  hoftility 
which  refts  on  miichief  as  its  principle,  and  looks  to  no 
other  objeft  but  rapine,  plunder,  and  wanton  defolation. 

After  dwelling  upon  thefe  particulars  a  confiderabl^  time, 
he  faid,  that  he  ftill  retained  his  former  opinion,  that  Ame- 
rica levered  from  Great  Britain,  the  mother  country  could 
not  exifl  as  an  independent  Hate  ;  'its  iplendor  and  glories 
would  be  no  more ;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  noble  Vif- 
count  [Stprmont]  flic  would  be  but  a  power  of  the  fecond 
order  in  Europe,  fnch  as  the  United  Provinces,  and  fomc 
others  he  could  name. 

His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to  mention  feveral  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  the  diffatisfaftion  of  the  naval  and  milita- 
ry commanders  ;  and  repeated  his  former  opinions,  refpefting 
the  ncceffity  there  was  for  trying  every  means,   before  we 
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entirely  relinquifh  all  thoughts  of  America ;  and  pronounced 
decifively,  as  Toon  as  we  confented  to  the  independency  of 
America,  our  fate  would  be  finally  determined. 

He  was  now  convinced,  that  minifters  were  blameable,  and 
the  period  was  not  far  diftant,  when  they  would  be  made  an« 
fwerable  for  this  wickednefs  and  incapacity.  All  the  perfons 
employed  under  them,  of  every  parry  and  defcription  ;  thofc 
who  aded  in  commands  of  the  firft  importance,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  aded  fubordinately,  united  in  one  general  cry  of 
complaint,  and  reprobated  the  plans  of  government,  and  the 
fupport  and  means  afforded  of  carrying  them  into  execution. 
Oenerals  had  complained;  admit als  had  complained;  and 
now,  for  the  firft  time,  ambafladors  had  complained  ;  the  moft 
favoured,  the  moft  confidential,  the  moft  zealous,  had  feve- 
rally  flown  in  the  face  of  their  patrons  and  benefactors  ;  not 
even  ribbons,  penfions,  nor  the  moft  lucrative  commands, 
were  fufficlent  to  ftill  the  voice  of  truth,  or  blunt  the  honcft 
feelings  of  confcience. 

When  a  great  commander  in  chief,  fSir  William  Howc3 
dare  openly  tell  a  minifter  to  his  face  in  the  other  Houfe, 
[Lord  Germain]  that  the  war  could  not  fucceed  while  he  re- 
mained in  office,  and  had  the  dire£tion  of  it ;  when  another 
general  officer  [General  Burgoyne  J  daily  continues  to  charge 
the  fame  minifter  with  giving  orders  that  were  utterly  imprac- 
ticable, and  of  treachery,  mifreprefentation,  and  the  betraying 
private  correfpondence,  and  withholding  what  immediately 
concerned  the  public ;  nothing  furely  but  repeated  dtfafters, 
difgraces,  and  in  fine,  national  ruin,  can  be  expeAed,  while 
fuch  men  are  permitted  to  continue  at  the  helm  of  ftare. 
Where  is  the  officer  mad  or  ftupid  enough  to  truft  himfelf  to 
fuch  men,  or  hazard  his  honour,  reputation,  and  perhaps  his 
life,  to  the  counfcls  of  men  thus  tre^icherous,  incapable,  and 
bafe  ? 

A  noble  Earl  in  high  office  [Lord  Gower]  had  treated  the 
manifefto  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  a  mere  office  paper,  in  one 
point  of  view;  in  another  he  attempted  to  extol  it  to  the  very 
ikies,  as  a  writing  in  the  firft  ftile  of  compofition,  and  replete 
with  wifdom,  moderation,  humanity,  and  the  moft  conlum- 
mate  policy!  But  finally  he  impliedly  confefTed,  that  it  im- 
ported nothing:  It  is,  faid  the  noble  earl,  merely  a  valcdi£lory 
paper !  Good  God  !  did  his  Lordfliip  take  time  to  refiei^ 
what  the  nature  of  the  valedi£lion  was  i  A  farewel  to  Ame- 
rica; a  farewel  to  the  moft  important  part  of  the  Britifli  crown, 
thefe  iflands  excepted ;  a  farewel  to  her  power,  and  to  her  re* 
nown  a^d  name  as  a  mighty  empire.  His  opinion  on  the  fub- 
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jed  had  never  changed  fince  firft  brought  into  difcufllion.  If 
America  was  loit  to  this  country,  he  did  not  think  Great  Bri* 
tain  could  exift,  which  he  would  follow  by  another  pofition, 
'*  That  there  was  not  any  other  way  or  reconciling  America 
with  Great  Britain,  but  by  carrying  the  fpirit  of  the  Engliih 
conftitution  as  it  originally  ftood,  before  corruption* had  Tapped 
its  foundations,  and  vitiated  its  principles,  into  America,  and 
citablifhing  a  fyftem  of  government  there,  under  which  the 
civil  and  reli|ious  freedom,  commercial  advantage,  and  poli* 
tical  rights  of  the  fubjed,  and  the  profperity  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, fbou  Id  be  equally  the  obje&s  of  attention,  and  equally 
the  obje£b  of  fecurity.'* 

As  to  the  conditions  of  union  offered  by  the  commiffioners, 
be  was  at  a  lofs  to  that  moment  to  determine,  whether  they 
proceeded  fronv  the  bafeft  treachery,  to  thofe  to  whom  thej 
wercaddrcflcd,  or  whether  they  were  what  they  would  be,  if. 
jincerely  oflFered,  a  fcandalous  betraying  of  the  rights  and  in- 
terefis  of  Great  Britain.  He  entered  into  a  defence  of  Con* 
grefs,  whom  he  obferved  it  was  in  fome  degree  fafliionable  to 
load  with  every  odious  and  opprobrious  epithet.  In  his  opi- 
nion they  bad  given  abundant  proofs  of  their  wtfdom  and  pe- 
netration.  They  received  the  propofitions  offered  them  by 
the  King^s  commiffioners,  with  caution  and  diftruft;  they 
difcovered  them  to  be  infidious,  and  therefore  they  rdeded 
them :  had  he  been  himfelf  a  member  of  Congrefs,  he  mould 
have  rtfiftcd,  not  their  propofitions,  but  the  arts  which  ac- 
companied theni,  with  indignation  and  contempt.  What  had 
fallen  from  a  noble  Lord  in  high  office,  early  in  the  debate 
[Lord  Suffolk]  had  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  he  enter* 
tiined  of  the  difcernment  and  good  fenfe  of  that  body  :  for 
His  Lordihip  declared,  he  doubted  whether  he  (hould  have  ap- 
proved of  the  propofitions,  if  Congrefs  had  accepted  of  him. 
This,  if  no  other  reafon  exifted,  was  enough  to  convince  them, 
that  the  offers  originated  in  deception,  and  were  only  made 
with  a  view  to  detach  America  from  her  alliance  with  France; 
and  having  thus  ftripped  her  of  all  fupport,  then  only  to  grant 
her  what  terms  we  thought  proper,  or  rather  to  dictate  terms 
to  them  at  our  own  difcretion. 

His  Lordihip  addrefled  himfelf  particularly  to  the  bifliops, 
and  urged  them  very  ftrongly  to  interfere,  and  by  voting  for 
the  motion  to  (hew  their  abhorrence  of  an  inurument,  the 
profefied  purpofe  of  which  was  to  fpread  horror  and  devafta- 
tion  throughout  the  American  continent.  He  faid  he  had  the 
higheft  reiped  and  veneration  for  the  bench  in  general,  that 
be  wa  obliged  to  feveral  of  them  for  their  writings  -,  that 

they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  1778. 

they  not  only  confirmed  him  in  his  Chriftian  faith,  and 
flrengthened  his  conftitutional  principles,  but  fmoothed  the 
Tubs  of  life,  and  foftened  the  fcverity  of  thofe  misfortunes  with 
which  he  had  been  occafionally  afflidled.  More  he  declared 
depended  on  the  interference  of  the  reverend  bench  than  they 
might  poflibly  conceive  ;  by  fo  timely  an  interpofition,  they 
might  perhaps  efFe£l  the  truly  charitable  and  pious  purpofe 
of  (lopping^  the  further  cffufion  of  Chriftian  blood  ;  and 
alfo  which  would  be  of  ftill  greater  confcquence,  might 
prove  the  faviours  of  (heir  country,  America  would  feel 
their  interference  with  refpeft  and  admiration,  and  it 
would  be  the  more  grateful  on  the  other  fide  the  Atlan- 
tic as  it  would  be  altogether  unexpeded  there;  add  to 
this,  it  would  ferve  to  remove  that  odium  and  jealoufy  with 
which  Americans,  from  the  prejudices  of  their  education, 
were  ace u domed  to  regard  epifcopacy  ;  and  it  would  ferve  to 
reconcile  that  difterence  of  religion  which  had  fo  lately  pre- 
vailed in  both  countries.  In  order  to  ftrengthen  his  addrefs  to 
them,  he  recalkd  to  their  memory  the  condud  of  the  bench, 
whenever  any  thing  like  revenge  was  the  object  of  parliamen- 
tary confideration  ;  he  bid  them  recolIe£l  that  though  the  pro- 
teftant  bifhops  owed  their  prcfervation  to  King  William  III, 
that  in  1695,  when  the  two  houfcs  had  formed  an  lalTociation, 
which  was  meant  to  be  followed  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
in  order  to  cxprefs  their  deteftation  of  the  horrid  aflaffination 
plotagainft  the  king,  which  had  then  been  only  juft  difcover-* 
ed,  the  addrefs  was  found  to  contain  the  word  revtnge^  which 
had  by  fome  means  or  other  crept  into  it  \  that  though  the 
bifhops  were  bound  in  gratitude  to  give  every  proof  of  their 
attachments  to  the  per/on  of  the  king,  they  had  thought  it 
a  fufiicient  ground  to  diiTent  from  the^addrels,  alledging  as  a 
reafon,  that  it  ill  became  them  as  minifters  of  the  Chriftian 
religion  to  countenance  meafures  founded  upon  fo  irreligious 
a  principle  as  revenge.  If  the  argument  for  the  bench's  dif- 
fenting  then  was  thought  a  *ftrong  one,  how  much  ftronger 
did  the  prefenl  manifeito  furnifli !  He  therefore  repeated  his 
earneft  exhortation  to  the  reverend  bench,  to  gain  credit  to 
their  order,  ferve  the  King  eflintially,  and  root  themfelvcs  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people,  by  fupporting  the  motion,  and  dif- 
charging  their  confciences  by  ftrongly  avowing  their  difappro- 
bation  of  fo  very  exceptionable  a  publication.  By  fuch  an 
acl,  he  faid,  the  bench  would  do  themfelves,  as  well  as  Great 
Britain  and  America,  eflential  fervice ;  they  might  obtain  a 
new  leafe  by  it,  perhaps  for  100  years  more,  and  ftand  with 
all  the  world  in  that  high  degree  of  refped,  efteem,  and  ve- 
3  neration, 
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neration,  which  (hould  ever  be  the  attributes  of  Cbriftlan  pre* 
htes.  He  added,  as  a  further  argument  for  the  bench's  inter- 
fering at  prefent,*that  it  was  highly  neceflary  they  Ihould,  by 
fomc  ad  of  a  public  nature,  convince  the  world  of  the  proper 
attention  to  the  duties  of  their  funAion  -,  he  bid  them  recoi- 
led the  various  differences  relative  to  religion  which  prevailed, 
and  the  various  publications  the  prefs  teemed  with  on  the  fub- 
jt&.  In  particular,  he  pointed  out  a  fy llalxus  for  a  courfe  of 
ledures  on  non -conformity,  which  had  been  diftributed  in  a 
place  no  lefs  public  than  Cambridge,  one  of  the  royal  unir 
verfities ;  and  that  too  by  an  author  of  folid  learning  and  fu- 
rious difcuffion. 

After  haying  finifhed  his  appeal  to  the  reverend  bench,  he 
went  into  a  general  argument  upon  the  neceflary  and  only 
means  of  effediing  conque(^,  and  particularly  applied  what  he 
laid  to  the  difpute  between.  Great  Britain  and  America* 
Ihere  were,  he  faid,  but  two  modes  which  could  poffibly  proil 
duce  the  defirable  end  of  the  prefent  war  with  America,  and 
thofc  were,  the  force  of  arms,  or  the  power  of  terror.  Were  we 
capable  of  effedually  exerciiing  the  former,  or  could  we  draw 
advantage  from  the  latter  ?  Let  us  look  back  a  little  to  the  con- 
du£t  of  the  war,  and  we  (hould  fee  that  we  had  tried  both  with- 
out fuccefs.  Had  we  not  attempted  to  take  Charles-town  and 
failed  I  What  were  the  murders  committed  by  the  Indians  i 
What  good  had  the  proclamation  of  General  Burgoyne  done 
toour  caufe  i  In  fad,  had  we  notfor  fourcampaigns  been  trying 
again  and  again  to  terrify  and  fubdue,  and  were  we  not  nof^ 
as  diftant  from  the  point  of  our  endeavours  a^  we  hac|  been  at 
^hc  beginning  of  the  war  ?  . 

This  nation,  his  LordChip  obferved,  had  never  before  he^n 
ftigmatized  with  the  epithet  of  cruel ;  in  the  la^  rebellion,  m'- 
dctd^  dories  were  propagated  againft  a  great  commander,  who 
was  the  principal  inftrument  in  fuppreffing  it,  but  thofe  ftorie^ 
had  iince  turned  out  to  be  untrue,, and  to  be  the  mere inven* 
tions  of  fadion  The  late  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  unquef* 
tionably  a  great  <:harafier ;  as  brave,  as  generous,  and  as  hu- 
mane a  prince  as  ever  lived.  Having  mentioned  the  laft  re- 
bellion, he  faid  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  appel- 
lation of  rebel  was  not  fo  much  •a?  once  applied  to  any  of  the 
Scotch  criminals,  who  were  tried  on  that  occaflon  ;  at  lea  ft 
he  muft  do  juftice  to  the  (blicitor  general  of  that  day  ;  he 
certainly  did  not  apply  it.  For  he  had  lately  feen  a  paper, 
which,  in  his  opinion  did  him  the  higheft  honour  ;  he  meant 
the  folicitor  general's  defence  againft  fome  charges  which  he 
found  it  hcccSary  to  anfwer  before  the  cabinet  council ;  and 
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amongft  others,  this  very  circumftance,  which,  inftead  of  de- 
nying, evading,  or  palliating,  he  juftified;  allcdging,  *'  that 
he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  a  benign  prince,  and  profecuted  on 
the  behalf  of  a  great  and  meriful  people,"  "  for  we  were  then 
a  merciful  people,"  (added  his  Lordfliip.)  He  faid  further, 
that  he  admired  particularly  theconclufion  of  the  folicitor's  dc- 
JFence,  which  was  in  thefe  words,  * '  thattoobtain  Lord  C  ^ke'sf 
fortune,  he  would  not  have  ufed  thq  expreflions  which  Lord 
Coke  had  ufed  againft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.'*  The  event 
proved,  that  the  folicitor  judged  foundly  in  this  conduft. 
He  paid  the  moft  efFcdual  court  both  to  prince  and  people,  by 
the  generofity  of  fuch  fentiments  ;  and  he  was  well  perfuade4 
that  the  profef}}o|i  of  them  was  ope  amongft  the  other  foun- 
dations of  his  fubfequent  fortune.  He  (hould  feel  wanting 
to  humanity,  if  he  did  not  almoft  drop  a  tear,  upon  refled- 
ing  that  the  fame  generous  fentiments,  as  well  as  the  fame 
great  talents,  had  not  paffed  from  the  folicitor  general  to  the 
chief  juftice,  and  prevented  the  fame  improper  appellation 
from  being  extra-judicioufly  brought  forwards  againft  thp 
'Americans  i  which'  method  of  prejudgment,  fupported  as  un- 
fortunately it  had  been,  muft,  in  the  opinion  of  every  im- 
partial perfon,  be  confidered  as  a  very  capital  caufe  of  our 
prefcnt  calamities.  Were  Lord  Co|ce  alive,  who  did  no; 
carry  the  fame  fentiments  from  the  bar  to  the  bench,  his  Lord* 
(hip  faid,  he  was  fatisfied  that,  inftead  of  ftating  the  inverfe 
of  his  own  condu6l,  he  would  now  join  with  the  public  in 
lamenting  the  frailty  of  inen  of  his  own  ^rder. 

His  Lordfliip  took  notice  of  the  general  ill-treatment  which 
the  members  of  both  Houfes,  who  did  not  concur  in  th^ 
fneafures  of  adminiftration,  received  fromminifters,  declaring, 
that  they  were  not  only  denied  on  all  occafions  the  neceilary 
information,  but  that  they  were  treated  with  contempt  if  cfver 
they  meant  to  inveftigate  any  matter  touching  the  condu<% 
of  men  in  office.  This  led  his  Lordfhip  to  take  notice  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  treafury's  having  lately  told  a  gentleman  of  the 
other  Houfe,  that  he  was  but  a  fly  upon  the  wheel  of  his  cha- 
riot; a  chariot  the  wheels  of  which  had  long  fince  been  dri- 
ven over  our  domeftic  freedom,  and  whiph  were  intended 
to  have  trampled  on  the  freedom  of  America,  had  not  Pro- 
vidence interfered,  and  rendered  that  country  an  inftrumenc 
of  vengeance  on  thofe  very  men  whofe  defign  it  was  to  en- 
flave  her.  He  declared  hs  did  not  know  the  gentleman  whp 
had  received  theinfult  from  the  minifter,  nor  was  he  acquaint- 
ed with  the  propofition  which  he  was  arguing  at  the  time. 
He  knew,  however,  that  every  gentleman  who,  from  motives 
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of  cofircience,  or  from  motives  of  regard  to  the  intcrcft  of  his 
country,  thought  proper  to  qucftjon  cither  the  integrity  or  the 
conduA  of  miniftersj  undertook  a.  very,  heavy  and  ^p-hiIl 
work;  that  it  was  generally  very  difficult  to  fix  a  charge; 
but  that  there  was  at  this  time  fuch  obvious j  fuch  glaring 
proof  of  the  incapacity,  and  .criniinality  of  miniftcrs,  that  it 
was  highly  necefiary  for  all  rankaof  people,  both  within 
and  without  doors,  to  unite  and  infift  on  a  ptiblic  enquiry ; 
in  confequence  of  which  meafure  alone,  the  authors  of  the 
fatal  mifchiefs  whith  had  already  tak<?n  place,  and  of  thofe 
evil  confequences  which  ftill  threatened  this  devoted  country 
might  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment.  He  was  very 
ready  to  ioin  with  the  gentleman  called  the  fly  upon  the  mi- 
jiiftcr*s  chariot  wbcel,  or  with  any  man  or  fet  of  men,  upon 
that  ground  ;  and  he  declared  he  aflerted  this  not  with  any 
factious  view,  not  from  any  impulfe  of  perfonal  pique,  but 
becaufe  he  was  convinced^  that  not  only  an  alteration^  both 
of  men  and  meafure^,  was  highly  neceflary,  but  that  a  proper 
example  ought  tp  be  ,made  of  thofe  who  had  fo  fcandaloufly 
mifmanaged  public  affairs  for  fomp  years  paft. 

Lord  ThurUw  [the  Chancellor]  began  with  a  general  ob-  lo^  ^^^ 
fervation  on  the  condufiof  the  noble  Lords  who  fpoke  tn  fa->  /«w. 
Vour  of  the  motion*  He  contended^  that  every  one  of  them 
had  deviated  from  the  queftion,  and  had  indulged  theitifelves 
in  a  latitude  of  debate,  very  unufual,  he  believed,  in  that 
Houfe;  at  leail.very  unbecoming  the  gravity  and  dignity  of 
their  Lordfbips'  proceedings.  Here  his  Lordfhip,  after  a 
fhort  paufe,  proceeded  to  ihew  the  jufticeof  hid  general  obfer« 
ration,  by  going  into  particulars. 

The  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft  [Shelburne]  had  laboured 
with  his  ufual  ingenuity  to  throw  a  kind  of  ridicule  on  the 
word  valediSiory^  ufed  by  a  noble  Earl  i^ho  fpoke  early  in  the  ^' 
evening  [Gower]  and  to  infer,  from  its  obvious  and  current 
meaning,  that  becaufe  the  commifiioners  publiflied  the  mani- 
fcfto,  and  that  the  noble  Lord  had  ufed  the  word  validi^ory^ 
that  the  intention  of  both  the  publication  and  the  comment 
was,  a  refolutiori  to  abandon  America.  This  was  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary comment  and  conclufion.  It  was  evident,  that 
the  word  imported  no  more  than  a  farewel  to  America,  fo 
*  far  as  they  bore  relation  to  it,  in  the  capacity  of  commiffioners. 
The  obiedl  of  their  commiffion  was  peace  and  conciliation ; 
they  ottered  fuch  terms  as  they  thoueht  would  be  moft  likely 
to  obtain  that  qbje£i  :  and,  as  the  laft  a£l  of  their  commif- 
forial  power^  they  properly,  in  his  opinion  very  judicioufly, 
make  ufe  of  every  fpecies  of  argument  and  perfuaUon.   They 
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reminded  the  people  oT  America  what  they  were  about  to  lofe 
in  the  event  of  a  refufaU  of  what  they  would  probably  fuf- 
fer  in  the  Jame  event.  They  held  out  the  bleffings  of  peace, 
the  advantages  of  commerce  and  proteftion  ;  and  they  de- 
scribed, by  way  of  contraft,  the  horrors  of  war  and  defolation. 
This  was  the  plain,  obvious  fenfe  of  the  manifeflo,  as  well 
as  of  the  word  valediSfory*  It  wasavaledidory  addrefs,  as  per- 
fonally  proceeding  from  the  commiffioners.  It  was  the  laft 
z&  o\  (late  they  propofed  to  exercife ;  but  in  what  manner 
it  could  be  conftrued  the  farewel  of  Great  Britain,  was  more 
than  he  could  difcover,  with  his  utmofl:  induftry.  But  fup« 
pofing  that  the  paper  bore  fuch  an  appearance  as  was  im^ 
.    ^  puted  to  it  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  noble  Marquis  who  made 

the  motion  ?  Did  not  the  other  circumftances  which  accom- 
panied it,  fairly  bear  the  conftrudion   he  now  put  on  it  ? 
Were  not  our  fleets  and  armies  adually  engaged  in  hoftile 
operations?  Were  not  part  of  thofe  fleets  and  armies  com- 
pofed  of  loyal  Americans  ?  Were  not  we  in  poflfeflion  of  fome 
of  the  moft  valuable  and  important  places  within  the  do- 
minion of  what  was  called  the  Thirteen  United  States  ?  Sure- 
ly then,  it  could  never  be  confonant  to  common  fenfe  or  com- 
mon experience  to  fuppofe,  that   we  were  preparing  to  re- 
linquish and  bid  an  eternal  adieu   to  America,  while  num« 
bersof  its  inhabitants  were  in  arms  in  fupport  of  the  rights 
of  the  mother  country  ;  or  had  doomed  the  Colonies  to  de- 
ftruiSion,  when  fuch  a  refolution  muft  involve  the  lives,  pro* 
*   perties,  and  pofleffions  of  our  friends,  as  well  as  our  enemies, 
in  one  common  deftrudion.     Such  an  idea,  was  equally  pre- 
pofterous,  uncandid,  and  abfurd ;  and  could  only  have  ori- 
ginated in  a  predetermined  refolution  tocaft  an  unjuft  cenfure 
and  general  obloquy  upon  adminiftration.  Even  granting  that 
the  manifefto  was  in  every  fenfe  a  valedidory  addrefs,  it  could 
not  b^  ]6oked  upon  as  binding  upon  his  Majefty's  Servants,  till 
their  Lordfhips  were  firft  fatiffied  by  fuflicient-  proofs  before 
the  Houfe,  that  the  commiflioners  were  authorifed  to  make 
fuch  a  declaration.     So  that,  taking  it  in  either  light,  mini- 
fters  could   not  be  charged  or  made  anfwerabte  for  the  con- 
tents of  the  paper  in  queftion ;  nor'  was   it  decent  in   the 
noble  Lord^  who  fupported  the  motion,  to  argue  upon  the 
interpretation,   thoui>h  it  was  the  true  one,  till   the  Houfc 
had  evidence  fuflicient  to  fliew,  that  the  commiflioners  aAed 
upon  particular  inftru£bions^  ip  the  cafe  before  the  Houfe. 

His  Lordlhip  proceeded  to  remark  upon  what  fell  from  tb« 
right  reverend  prelate,  who  fpoke  early  in  tlie  debate  [Bifliop 
of  Peterborough]  on  whom,  he  waa  remarkably  icvere*    He 
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laid,  the  right  reverend  prelate  bad  charged  the  puhlicatioa 
in  queflion  with  what  could  not  be  Tupported  by  truth  or 
common  fcnfe.  His  Lordfliip  took  for  granted,  what  did 
not  exift  $  and  applied  the  pretended  ground  of  cenfure,  to 
tbecondudk  ofthofe  who  were  not  anfwcrable,  though  the 
reafoning  had  been  juft.  He  fpoke  of  fruitlefs  defolation,  aa 
expreffion  in  itfelf  which  carried  no  meaning,  and  was  nei-^ 
ther  feofe  nor  grammar.  It  was  not  fupported  by  any  figure 
of  fpeech^  by  logic,  or  current  mode  of  eym-effion,  he  ever 
heard  or  was  acquainted  with.  Fruitlefs  delolation,  was,  in 
his  opinion,  rank  nonfenfe.  He  never  heard  before  of  defo* 
lation  that  was  fruitful ;  to  ftate  a  negative  therefore,  to  what 
was  not  in  nature  to  be  found,  was  fuch  a  fpecies  of  oratory, 
and  fo  incongruous  a  metaphor,  as  fupported  his  iirft  afTer- 
tion,  that, the  words  fruitlefs  defolation,  were  in  every  poffi« 
ble  acceptance  of  them,  equally  incongruous  and  nonfenfical. 
[Here,  the  Biiliop  of  Peterborough  rofe  to  explain,  but  fat 
down,  on  being  called  to  order.  ] 

His  Lordfliip  adverted  to  what  fell  from  the  noble  Duke  in 
the  blue  ribbon  [Grafton]  relative  to  the  general  charge  of 
corruption,  or  minifters  fupporting  or  carrying  on  their  mea- 
fures  by  the  means  of  corruption.  It  was  a  general  charge, 
and  therefore  well  calculated  for  the  temporary  purpofes  of 
debate;  becaufe  it  called  for  no  proof,  and  was  equally  ap« 
plicable  to  the  whole  of  adminiftration,  or  to  none  of  them. 
It  did  not  convey  a  cenfure  upon  any  one  of  them,  but 
upon  allj  it  therefore  was  unanfwerable*^  No  man  cuuld 
take  it  as  particularly  aimed  at  his  own  condufl  i  confe* 
quently,  it  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  a  general  defamation  for 
the  prefent,  which  he  was  fatisfied  was  all  that  was  intend- 
ed by  the  noble  Duke ;  yet  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
thofe  indifcriminate,  ill-founded  charges,  had  an"  effeA 
very  diiFerent  from  what  was  expeded,  by  thofe  who  made 
them ;  as  the  well*informed  impartial  part  of  the  nation, . 
both  within  and  without  doors,  would,,  with  reafon,  con- 
conclude,  that  thofe  men  were  innocent  againft  whom  no- 
thing but  general  charges  could  be  urged  ;  adding,  that  he 
who  makes  a  general  accufation,  in  fad,  confirms  the  in- 
nocence of  bim  he  would  defame. 

His  Lordfhip  made  fome  obfervations  on  what  fell  from 
another  noble  Duke  who  fpoke  earlier  [Richmond]  who 
faid,  *<  that  the  obje&ionable  pafGiges  ftated  in  the  mo- 
tion, were  addredfed  to  the  honeft  people  in  Atnerica,  to  whom 
adminiftration  had  nothing  to  fay,  for  that  very  reafon." 
This  he  doubted  not  the  noble  Lord  thought  a  very  fine  an4 
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pblnted  alltiflon  to  the  general  fuppofed  delinquc-ncy  of  mini* 
i^ers.  It  imported  an  boneft  indignation,  was  ornamental, 
and  ferved  the  turn  ;  and  as  a  debate  generally  lived  a  fingtd 
day,  would  with  fome  perfons  carry  its  intended  effcfl:; 

His  Lordfhip  returned  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  lad  noble 
fpeaker  [Shelburne]  particularly  hisexpreffion,  that  he  thought 
**  this  country  could  not  cxift  without  America  **     This,  he 
*  faid  was  a  moft  extraordinary  propofition.     It  was  not  fup- 

ported  by  any  principle  of  found  policy,  or  paft  experience  ; 
^nd  if, true,  he  thought  it  extrennely  unbecoming  a  patriot; 
becaufe  it  was  trumpeting  forth  to  the  world  and  our  ene- 
mies, taking  the  whole  of  the  noble  Lord's  fpeech  together, 
that  we  had  bid  a  farewel  to  America,  and  that  havide  done 
fo,  this  country  could  no  longer  exift.  He  was  equally  ait  a 
lofs  to  underftand  another  exprefllon  of  the  noble  Lord's  ;  it 
was  that  of  ftating  the  abfolute  neceflity  there  was  of  carrying 
theEnglKhconftitution  to  America.  Did  the  noble  Lord  mean 
I  that  it  was  neceflary  to  transfer  the  fovercignty  to  America  and 

fo  to  have  two  fovereignties,  one  here  and  the  other  in  America  ? 
If  he  did  not,  he  was  totally  unable  to  put  any  rational  of 
connruous  interpretation  oh  the  words  of  the  noble  Lord. 

His  Lordfhip,  after  making  thofe  particular  replies,  turned 
his  immediate  attention  to  the  m an ifefto,  which   he   endea- 
vourcd  tojuftify  in   all  its  parts^  and  entered  into  a  kind  of 
legal  diCquifition  of  the  grammatical  and  legal  import  of  the 
feveral   objeflionable   paflages  ;    and  after  endeavouring  to 
(hew,  that  the  mode  of  conftruftion  adopted    by  the  noble 
Marquis,    was  either  apparently  erroneous,  or  unnaturally 
flrained  from  the  obvious  fenfe  which   the  words  and  phrafcs 
imported,  aftirmed,  that  all  that  the  commiflioners  had  to  do^ 
was  to  bid  a  farewel  to  America,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as    to 
imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  there,  the  certain  ad- 
vantages which  would  arife  from  a  conftitutional  connedioa 
with  this  country,  and  the  very  great  rifques  of  every  kind 
hoftije  and  political,  which  would  follow  a  refufah     lt'?iraS 
therefore  every  way  wife  and  judicious   in  them,  to   paint 
thofe  in  contraft  in  the  ftrongeft  colours ;   they  had  before 
appealed   folely  to  the  reafon   and   good  fenfe  of  America  j 
it  was  at  length  become  neceflTary,  to  endeavour  to  influence 
thofe  by  their  fears,  who  were  not  to  be  wrought  upon  by 
the  nobler  principles  of  aiFedion,  obedience,  generofity,  or 
gratitude. 
'  The  Biihop      The  Bifliop  of  Peterborough  rofe  in  reply  to  a  paflage  in  the 
ofPeterho*   Icamcd  Lord's  fpeech.     He  denied  that  the  words  made  ufe  of 
'***'*•         by  him  were  fruitlcfs  dcfolation,  but  fruitlefs  evils.    Yet,  he 
maintained,  that  the  words  fruitlefs  defolation^  wereftri£t]y 
grammatical,  and  contained  a  metaphor  perfcftly  applicable  i 
3  to 
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\o  the  idea  which  it  was  meant  to  convey.    For  a  defelation  . 
from  which'  no  good  confequence  was   even  promifed  or  ex- 
pelled, might  be  well  termed  a  fruitlefs  defolation. 

Earl  of  Shelburne  rofe  likewife,  in  reply  to  the  obferva-Eariof 
tions  made  on  his  fpeech  by  the  learned  Lora.  The  learned  ^^«^MrMi 
Lord  had  emphatically  alked  if  he  wiOied  to  recommed  the 
efbblifbmentof  two  fovereignties,  one  in  Great  Britain  and 
the  other  in  America  ?  By  no  means.  He  had  often  fully  and 
definitely  exprefled  hi^  opinion  on  the  fubje£l  in  that  Houfe, 
in  the  courfe  of  th^  laft  feifion  ;  and  could  only  attribute  the 
learned  Lord's  ignorance  of  his  fentiments,  to  his  not  being  at 
^hat  time  a  member  of  this  Houfe.  What  fell  from  him  the 
prefent  eyening«  wa9  no  more  than  a  general  confirmation 
pf  what  he  had  fo  repeatedly  declared,  upon  former  occa* 
fions.  He  thought  it  therefore  needlefs  to  explain  himfelf 
in  detail,  but  for  the  particular  information  of  the  learned 
and  noble  Lord,  he  woifld  tell  him  what  he  meant  by  car- 
|-ying  the  £i)gli{h  conftitution  to  America,  and  eftabliihing 
it  there,  was  the  recovering  the  dependency  of  that  country 
upon  this.  Not  a  corrupt  or  flavifh  dependency,  calculated 
to  enlarge  the  influence  of  the  crown,  already  grown  much 
too  formidable  and  extenfive  for  the  honeft  purpofes  of  a  li- 
mited government,  or  procuring  for  minifter9  new  fqurces  of 
corruption,  for  dividing  the  prince  and  people  from  each 
other,  and  feparating  their  interefts,  which  can  never  be 
wifely  or  fafely  done,  fo  long  as  even  the  forms  of  the  con«> 
^itutioo  rpmain;  but  ^  fair,  honeft,  wife,  and  honourable 
connexion,  in  w^>ch  the  conftitutional  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  theclaimsof  Parliament,  and  the  liberties,  properties, 
and  lives  of  a]|  the  fubje^s  of  the  Britiih  empire,  would  be 
equally  fecured.  Suph  an  unipn,  and  no  other  than  this, 
he  would  ever  endeavour  to  bring  about.  Such  an  union  he 
would  ever  contend  for;  and  without  fuch  an  union,  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  this  coifntry  could  never  ex ift,  as  an  inde- 
pendent ftate,  in  refped  pf  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  nor 
as  a  free  one,  in  refped  of  its  own  internal  polity.  De- 
prived of  America,  we  rouft  fink  into  a  petty  ftate,  when 
compared  to  fome  of  the  great  powers  on  the  continent. 
Holding  America  in  a  ftate  of  unconftitutional  fuhje£tion, 
we  would  fbortly  become  flaves,  or  at  leaft  hold  the  mere 
(hadow  of  our  former  liberties,  at  the  will  and  pleafure  of 
the  crown,  and  its  fubordinate  inftruments* 

Having  thus  explained  his  prefent  opinions  and  future  ap« 
prehenfions^  he  faid,  he  would  fit  down  with  this  open  decla- 
ration, that  **  he  never  would  ferye  with  any  man,  be  his 
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abilities  what  they  might,  who  would  either  maintain  it  was 
right,  or  confent  to  give  up  the  independency  of  America." 
alu^t  ^^^  ^^"^  Chancellor  begged  pardon  of  the  right  reverend 
^^"  ^*  prelate,  if  he  bad  miftaken  his  words.  He  aflur^  him,  that 
he  had  no  intention  of  fo  doing.  Heunderftood  his  Lord- 
Ihip  to  have  made  ufe  of  the  Words  **  fruitlefs  defecation ;" 
but  as  the  right  reverend  prelate  had  difowned  them,  he 
bad  no  more  to  fay.  Yet  the  expreffion  as  acknowledged 
by  his  Lordfhip,  in  his  opinion,  ftood  eqqally  open  to  ob- 
jeftion,  as  applied  to  the  fubjcft  matter  of  the  debate.  He 
was  ftill  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  fort  of  evils  were  fruitlefs, 
except  of  eviL  No  mode  of  fpecch  could  fupport  a  fenfe,  dif- 
ferent, unlefs  the  right  reverend  prelate  would  wifh  to  beun- 
derflood,  that  foipe  evils  were  productive  of  good,*  and  othcn 
evil ;  for  his  part,  he  confefled  himfcif  ignorant  of  the  groUnds 
of  diftindion,  and  could  no^,  therefore,  pretend  to  draw  the 
line  between  fruitlefs  and  fruitful  evil. 

As  to  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft,  his  pofitions  feemed 
ftill  to  him  equally  dark  and  unintelligible.  He  agreed  with 
the  noble  Lord,  that  the  privileges  of  the  conftitution  ihouU 
be  co-exteniive  with  the  powers  of  government ;  but  though 
in  a  free  government,  all  thofe  who  lived  under  it,  ought  to 
be  free,  that  is,  ought  to  (hare  the  benefits  and  advantages 
of  the  government  they  lived  under  ;  it  did  not  follow^  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  pattcular  mode  of  exercifiog  the  powers 
OP  one  fide,  or  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  privileges  on  the  other, 
were  indifpenfibly  neceflary.  In  a  dominion  qf  fuch  im- 
menfe  extent  as  the  Britifh  empire,  fuch  a  participation  of 
the  fame  fpecies  of  privilege  or  municipal  rights  would  be 
abfolutely  impradicable,  and  if  practicable,  would  prove  an 
injury  inftead  of  an  advantage.  A  transferring  or  giving 
the  people  of  America  the  fame  conftitution,  would  be  giv- 
ing them- too  much,  or,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  noble 
Lord,  nothing  at  all :  for  if  America  were  to  have  a  legiflativc 
power,  competent  to  every  ad  of  fovereignty,  then,  as  he 
faid  before,  here  would  be  two  fovereignties ;  if  tb.ey  were  not 
to  be  allowed  this  fpecies  of  exclufive  fovereignty  then  of  courfc 
they  would  not  be  in  the  pofieffion,  or  adu'il  cxercife,  of  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  the  Englifh  conftitution. 

The  noble  Lord  had  repeated  his  former  pofition,  that 
without  America,  this  country  could  not  exift  as  a  nation. 
This,  in  his  opinion,  was  no  iefs  contrary  to  fad  than  re- 
pugnant to  every  figure  of  fpeech  he'  was  acquainted  with. 
The  nation  had  exifted  without  America.  It  fo  exifted  at  pre- 
fent  i  and  Ihould  America  *jnot  return  to  her  formcr-ftateof 
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kgal  obedience  muft  continue  to  do  (b.  It  was  enough  for 
him  to  controvert  the  pofition  in  the  terms  it  was  ftated ;  yet 
if  he  chofe  to  pufli  the  argument  the  fall  length  it  would  go, 
all  he  had  to  do  was  to  mamtaih^  that  Great  Sritain  muft  ex- 
ift  becaufe  America  would  again  return  to  her  duty. 

Lord  Camden  faid,  he  was  fo  far  from  thinking  that  the  Lord  Cmti 
noble  Duke  near  him^  or  the  noble  Earl,  Were  at  all  cenfura-*^ 
ble  for  having  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Great  Britaiii 
could  not  exift  without  America,  that  he  approved  the  ex- 
preilion  ;  it  was  a  ftrong,  .a  fair,  and  a  xhanly  decUration. 
Thefe  were  times  in  which  it  was  highly  neceffary  that  men 
Ihould  fpeak  out,  and  the  pofition  was  unfortunately  but  too 
true.  Perhaps,  indeed,  the  word  exijl  was  rather  of  too  ex-* 
teniive  a  latitude.  The  word  fubj^ij  meaning  fubfift  as  a 
nation,  would  be  better.  With  regard  to  the  manifefto,  it 
was  a  weak  and  wicked  publication  ;  it  ought  to  be  damned  ; 
the  more  it  was  viewed,  the  more  it  appeared  to  be  a  fit  and 
lieceiTary  fubjeft  of  condemnation  in  that  Houie.  Their 
Lordihips  could  not  too  foon  exprefs  their  di&vowal  of  it^ 
do^iriaes,  which  were  damnable  and  deteftable^ 

The  fenfe  of  the  paflages  on  which  the  prefent  ^notion  wais 
founded,  was  plain  and  obvious  to  the  mearieft  capacity; 
The  words  **  extremes  of  war  and  defolation,*'  carried  with 
theni  their  own  import.  Their  meaning  was  pfecife  and  de« 
lerminate.  Let  noble  Lords  confider  if  thepafla^s  in  quef- 
tion  were  made  a  part  of  the  inftrudions  of  an  omcet  in  the 
iinny,  how  would  he  underftand,  how  .would  he  afi  under 
them  }  Did  it  require  a  moment's  hefitation  to  dettrmind 
that  he  would  direflly  do  his  utmoft  by  fire  and  fword,  to 
burn,  to  ravage  and  deftroy  whatever  fell  in  his  way,  either 
men,  women  and  children,  or  towns,  plantatibns  and  fettle** 
ments.  But  even  fuppofing,  for  the  fake  of  arguCnent,  that 
the  exprefiiont  did  not  convey  the  meaning^  that  the  noble 
Marquis  had  put  upon  them-^why  then  minifters  were  to 
blame  for  having  couched  a  public  inftrument  in  fuch  indi- 
re&  terms,  that  neither  friends  nor  fcfes  could  poffibly  find 
out  what  they  meant.  The  language  of  all  proclamationa 
ihould  be  pishn  and  fimple  ;  eife  the  very  end  of  fuch  inftru* 
ments  would  be  defeated.  Here,  however,  even  were  the 
import  hard  to  come  at,  ininiflers  had  written  fo  legible  a 
cominehtupon  the  parjfrafcs  by  their c<>nduA,'  that  it  was  out 
of  the  power  of.  all  the  lophiftry  of  the  fcbools,  and  all  the 
quibbles  of  a  King's'^bench  ar^ment,  to  puzzle  and  diftraft 
:he  attention  and  underftandmg  of  the  reader,  from  their 
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true  meaning.  What  had  adminiftration  done  againft  Ame- 
rica from  the  firft  hpur  of  their  fending  an  army  acrofs  the 
Atlantic  ?  Had  they  notpurfued  htv  flagrante  belloF  What 
was  the  conduft  at  New- York  ?  Had  not  the  army  thrown 
women  into  the  flames  alive  when  the  town  was  on  fire? 
Were  not  toniah-wks  and  fcal ping-knives  defi^nded  as  the 
proper  inftrumcnts  of  war  ?  Was  not  letting  loofe  the  fava- 
ges  to  fcalp  and  murder  the  aged,  the  innocent  and  the  im- 
potent, deemed  ufing  thofe  inftruments  of  war  which  God 
and  nature  had  put  into  their  hands  ? '  What  was  that  hell- 
hound, he^aiked  pardon  for  the  expreffion,  but  he  could  give 
him  no  other  title.  Colonel  Butler,  doing  now  ?  Had  he 
not'in  the  laft  fummer  gone  up  the  forks  of  the  Sulquehan- 
qa,  and  laid  defolate  every  little  townfhip  and  iettlement  he 
could  meet  with  ? 

After  expreffing  his  detellation  of  the  plan  of  war  which 
had  been  purfued,  he  adverted  to  the  line  of  conduft* proper 
to  be  followed  as  matters  now  flood,  and  declared  he  differed 
totally  from  the  commiflioners,  and  the  noble  Lords  who  had 
fupported  themanifeflo;  that  fo  far  from  diflrefling  Ameri- 
ca, in  order  to  incapacitate  her  from  aflifting  France,  he 
would  advifc  a  direct  revcrfe  of  the  propofition,  Diflreis 
France,  and  render  her  incapable  of  affifting  America,  At- 
tack France  immediately  ;  attack  her  powerfully  by  fea :  we 
were  flill  mlflrefs  of  the  ocean,  and  had  it  yet  in  our  power 
to  derive  advantage  from  our  naval  fuperiority.  To  wound 
America,  was  to  wound  the  right  hand  of  Great  Britain  ;  10 
weaken  France,  was  to  flrengthen  ourfelves. 

Were  miniflers  ignorant,  that  all  tlie  pofTeffions  of  this 
country  were  infular ;  that  in  faft,  to  hold  out  an  intention  of 
univerlal  ravage  in  America,  was  inviting  depredations  on 
our  own  coafts,  and  that  the  fyflem  of  retaliation,  if  once  it 
were  adopted  (and  it  would  be  Ibmething.worCe  than  ideotifm 
in  France  not  to  adopt  it)  would  make  Great  Britain  deeply 
repent  her  imprudence  in  having  fet  the  example.  The  ma- 
nifefto  he  defcribed  as  one  of  the  moft  plain  and  palpable 
proofs  of  weaknefs,  incapacity,  and  cowardice,  th^at  ever  was 
ieen.  The  fair  inference  from  it  was,  "  We  have  tried 
our  flrength,  we  find  ourfelves  incapable  of  conqueft,  and  as 
we  can't  fubdue*  we  are  determined  to  deflroy." 

The  Houfe  divided  ;  contents  37^  and  non-contents  (in- 
cluding prpxies)  71. 
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Difpntientj 
zfL  Becaufe  the  public  law  of  nations,  in  affirmance  of 
the  di dates  of'  nature,  and  the  precepts  of  revealed  religion, 
forbids  us  to  refort  to  the  extremes  of  war  upon  our  own  opi- 
nion of  their  expediency,  or  in  any  cafe  to  carry  on  war  foi 
the  purpofe  of  dcfolation.  We  know  that  the  rights  of  war 
are  odious,  and  inftead  of  being  extended  upon  lo(^e  con« 
ilrudions  and  fpeculations  of  danger,  ought  to  be  bound  up 
and  limited  by  all  the  reflraints  of  the  moft  rigorous  con* 
ilruftion.  We  are  Ihocked  to  fee  the  firft  law  of  nature, 
fclf-prefervation,  perverted  and  abufed  into  a  principle  dc- 
fl:ru£kive  of  all  other  laws  ;  and  a  rule  laid  down,  by  which 
our  ownr  fafety  is  rendered  incompatible  with  the  profperity 
of  mankind.  Thofe  objeds  of  war,  which  cannot  be  com* 
paifed  by  fair  and  honourable  hoflility,  ought  not  to  becotn- 
jpaiTed  at  all.  An  end  that  has  no  means,  but  fuch  at  are  un- 
lawful, is  an  unlawful  end.  The  manifefto  exprefsly  founds 
the  change  it  announces  from  a  qualified  and  mitigated 
war,  to  a  war  of  extremity  and  dcfolation,  on  a  certainty 
that  the  provinces  muft  be  independent,  and  muft  become 
an  acceffion  to  theftrengtb  of  an  enemy.  In  the  midft 
of  the  calamities,  by  which  our  lofs  of  empire  has  been  pre- 
ceded and  accompanied ;  in  the  midft  of  our  apprehenfions 
for  the  farther  calamities  which  impend  over  us,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  freih  grief  and  accumulated  fhame,  to  fee  from  a 
commiilion  under  the  great  feal  of  this  kingdom,  a  declara- 
tion for  defolaiing  a  vaft  continent,  folely  becaufe  we  had 
not  the  wifdom  to  retain,  or  the  power  to  fubdue  it. 

adly.  Becaufe  the  avowal  of  a  deliberate  purpoie  of  vio- 
lating the  law  of  nations  muft  give  an  alarm  to  every  ftate 
in  Europe.  All  common  wealths  have  a  concern  in  that 
law,  and  are  iu  natural  avengers.  At  this  time,  furrounded 
by  enemies,  and  detlituteof  all  allies,  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
iharpen  and  embitter  the  hoftility  of  declared  foes,  or  to 
provoke  the  enmity  of  neutral  ftates.  We  truft  that  by  the 
natural  ftrength  of  this  kingdom,  we  are  fecured  from  a  fo- 
reign conqueft,  but  no  nation  is  fecured  from  the  invafion 
and  incuriions  of  enemies.  And  it  feems  to  us  the  height 
of  frenzy,  as  well  as  wicked nefs,  to  expofe.this  country  to 
cruel  depredations,  and  other  outrages  too  (hocking  to  men* 
tion  (but  which  are  all  contained  in  the  idea  of  the  extremes 
of  war  and  dcfolation)  by  eftablilhing  a  falfe,  ihameful,  and 
pernicious  maxim,  that  where  we  have  no  intereft  to  preferve, 
we  are  called  upon  by  neceftity  to  deftroy.    This  kingdom 
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has  long  enjoyed  a  profound  internal  peace,  and  .hat  flopripi^ 
ed  above  all  others  in  the  arts  and  enjoyments  of  Uxat  happy 
ftate.     It  lias  been  the  admiration  of  the  world  for  its  cuiti* 
vation  and  its  plenty:    for  the  comforts  of* the  poor,  the 
fplcndor  of  the  rich,  and  the  content  and  profperity  of  all. 
This  (ituation  of  fafety  may  be  attributed  to  the  greatnefs  oF 
our  power.     It  is  more  becoming,  and  more  true,  that  we 
_,^ught  to  attribute  that  fafety,  and  the  power  which  procured 
it,  to  the  ancient  juftice^  honour,  humanity,  and  gencrofity- 
of  this  kingdom,  which  brought  down  the  bleiling  of  Pro7> 
vidence  on  a  people  who  made  their  profperity  a  benefit  to 
the  wQrld,  and  interefted  all  nations  iti  their  fprfune,  whole 
example  of  roildnefs  and  benignity  at  once  humapized  others, 
^  t      and  rendered  itfclf  inviolable.     In  departing  from  thofc  folid 
principles,  and  vainly  trufting  to   the  fragility  of  humaif 
force^  and  to  the  ef&cacy  of  arms^    rendered  impotent  by 
their  perverfion,  wo  lay  down  principles,  and  furniHi  exam* 
pies  of  the  mqft  atrocious  barbarity.    We  are  to  dread  that 
all  our  power,  peace,  and  opulence  (hould  vanifh  like  a 
dream,  and  that  the  cruelties  which  we  think  fafc  to  excr* 
cife,  becaufe  their  immediate  objeft  is  remote,  be  brought  tp 
the  coafts,  perhaps  to  the  bofom  of  this  kingdom. 

jdly.  Becaufe,  if  the  explanation  given  in  debate,  be  er- 
preflive  of  the  true  fenfeof  the  article  in  the  maniifefto,  fuck 
explanation  ought  to  be  made,  and  by  as  high  authority  as 
that  under  which  the  exceptionable  article  was  originally 
publifhed.  The  natural  and  obvious  fenfe  indicates,  that  the 
extremes  of  war  had  hitherto  been  chec)(ed  ;  that  his  Maje- 
lly's  generals  had  hitherto  foreborne  (upon  principles  of  ben  ig* 
nity  and  policy)  to  defolate  the  country ;  but  that  the  whol^ 
nature,  and  future  conduct  of  the  war  mufi  be  changed,  in 
order  to  render  the  American  acccffion  of  as  little  avaU  to 
France  as  poffible.  '  This,  in  our  apprehenfion,  conveys  a 
menace  of  carrying  the  war  to  extremes  and  to  defolation,  or 
it  means  nothing.  And  as  fome  fpeeches  in  the  Houfe  {how«> 
ever  palliated)  and  as  fome  aflts  of  Angular  cruelty,  and  per* 
ftdly  conformable  to  the  apparent  ideais  in  the  manifefto, 
have  lately  been  exercifed,  it  becomes  the  more  neceffary,  fot 
the  honour  and  fafety  of  this  nation,  that  this  cxplanatioi^ 
(hould  be  made.  As  it  is  refufed,  we  have  only  to  clear  our- 
felvcs  to  our  confciences,  to  our  country,  to  our  neighbours, 
and  to  every  individual  who  may  fuifer  m  confequeoce  of  this 
atrocious  menace,  of  all  part  in  the  guilt,  or  in  the  evils  that 
may  become  its  puniftiment.   And  we  chufc  to  draw  ourfelves 
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put,  and  todiftingnifli  ouifelTesto  ppfterity,  as  not  bdng  tht 
firft  to  renew,  to  approve,  or  to  tol^ratp,  the  return  of  tha( 
ferocity  and  barbarifpa  in  war,  which  a  bcnjficent  reliflpon, 
and  enlightened  manners,  and  true  military  honQur^  bad  fop 
fi  long  time  jbani(h^  from  ihechriftian  world. 

Camden,  Rockingham, 

Abingdok,        Tanicerville, 
fitzwilliam,  pomspnby^ 
FoRTEscuE,        Derby, 
«       Grafton^  Mancheste&| 

Craven,  Portlanp, 

L  8t.  Asaph,     Beaulieu, 
Richmond,         Harcourt, 
Bolton,  Effingham, 

Radnor,  Wycombe, 

Egremont,        Scarborough, 
Abergavenny,  Cholmondeley^ 
Coventry,         Devonshihe, 
Pe  FER.RARS,      Foley, 
Ferrers,  Spencer, 

^TANHOPE, 

Decemher  i8. 

Thid  <Jay«  a$  fbon  as  Admiral  Pigot  and  the  menlbers  who 
accompanied  him  had  brought  up  the  bill  from  the  Commons 
for  the  trial  of  Admiral  Kcppcl  on  fhore,  and  were  retired,  the 
puke  of  Bolton  rofe,  and  taking  the  bill  oS  the  table,'  moved,  DuIec  ^r 
that  tbf  faid  bill  be  read  afirft  time.  EUtm. 

His  Grace  obferved^  that  the  bill  had  gone  through  the 
other  Hoofe,  and  received  its  fanfiion  throu^li  its  refpeflive 
ilages  in  one  day.  It  w^s  a  mode  of  proceedmg,  he  acknow^ 
ledged,  unufual,  but  not  unprecedented ;  for  an  inftance  had 
happencfl,  in  the  cpurfc  or  the  laft  feffion,  and  on  fome  other 
occafions,  in  which  a  bill  ]iad  been  fufTered  to  go  through  its 
fevera)  Aages  in  one  day  ;  thp  ipotives  for  bringing  in  the 
bill  now  prefented  to  their  Lordihips,  he  trufted,  carried 
along  with  them  fuch  reaibns  for  difpenfing  with  the  common 
forms,  as  would  render  any  further  explanation  from  himun- 
neceflary^  It  was  his  intention,  therefore,  if  no  fpecial  rea- 
fons  were  urged  to  the  contrary,  after  his  prefcnt  motion 
Ihould  l>e  complied  with,  to  move  to  have  the  bill  read  a  fe- 
icond  time,  to  move  for  its  commitment,  to  be  reported,  read 
a  third  time,  and  pafled.  He  was  aware,  that  ftron^  objec- 
pons  might  be  made  to  tbis^  in  point  of  form  j  bpt  if,  from 
*  I  the 
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Ac  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  they  fhould  not,  the 
inconvenience  of  delaying  the  adjournment,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  ufagcs  of  proceeding,  hq^^hoped  would  more 
-than  balamce  the  mere  matter  of  form. 

tellor.  "'  ^^^  Lord  Q>ancellor  then  put  the  queftion  on  the  firft 
reading,  which,  as  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  not  pppoled, 
was  agreed  to,  as  a  matter  of  courfe. 

Duke  of         The  Duke  of  Bolton,  in  conformity  to  his  declared  intcn- 

BohoH,        tcntion,  moved  that  the  bill  might  be  read  a  fccond  time. 

wa  Chan-  TT^c  Lord  Chancellor  theh  came  from  the  woolfack  to  his 
'^*  place,  and  objeftcd  to  the  fecond  reading.  He  faid,  it  was 
a  ftanding  order  of  that  Moufe,  tfiat  no  bill,  without  very 
fpecial  reafons  indeed,  ftiould  go  through  more  than  one 
ftage'in  one  day  ;  .to  depart  from  that  rule,  without  the 
full  affent  of  that  Houfe,  which  in  faft  would  amount  to  a 
refcinding  of  the  ftanding  order,  was  what,  as  long  as*  he 
had  the  honour  of  prelicfing  there,  he  would  never  confent 
to.  -    ■^''      ^ 

In  the  firft  place,  the  neceflity  pleaded,  in  his  opinion, 
did  not  «xift.  Htf  had  heard  nothing  of  the  neceflity,  nor 
was  there  any  communication  from  the  other  Houfe  what- 
ever ;  fo  that  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  grounds  of  the 
neceflity.  ftated.  , 

He  m.uft  llkewife  add,  that  the  change  made  in  a  law  of 
long  ftanding,  ami  which  had  been  framed  on  motives  of 
.  the  found  eft' policy,  and  oris;!  n  at  ed  from  experience,  ought 
not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  anented  to  in  the  inanner  propofcd 
by  the  noble  Duke.  On  the  whole,  on  the  ground  of  order, 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  bill,  which  i-equired  both  a  full 
and  complete  aflent,  and  the  reafons  to  fupport  fuch  a  de- 
viation from  the  ufages  of  that  Houfe,  he  fhould  oppofc 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  at  prelent. 

Duke  of  ■  Ti^e  Duke  of  Bolton  rofe  again.  He  was  ready  to  aflent 
to  the  point  of  order  laid  down  by  the  learned  and  noble 
Lord,  that  a  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe  could  not  be  dif- 
penfed  with,  without  an  univerfal  aflent ;  and  therefore  could 
not  fay  a  word  more,"  in  fupport  of  his  motion.  He  had 
adverted  to  that  rule  when  he  firft  rofe,  and  was  ready  to 
acquiefce.  Such  bein^  the  cafe,  it  only  now  reniiined  for 
him  to  move  for  the  Iccond  reading  of  the  bill  to-morrow, 
[December  19.]  after  which  he  ihould,  if  no  oppofition 
fhould  be  made  and  carried  againft  the  principle  of  it, 
mcve,  that  the  bill  be  committed  for  Monday.  On  that 
day  he  was  determined  to  propofe  ■  fome   alterations,    on 
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which  account  he  fhoidd  move,  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned 
for  Monday  next. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  put  the  queftion,  that  thii  Houfe  Lord  CbMn* 
beadjounied  to  next  day  [Saturday.]  «^'*» 

December  19. 

This  day,    the    Houfe  having  met,    the  bill  for  trying 
Admiral  Keppel  on  fliore,  was  read  a  iecond  time^  and  com* 
milted  for  the  Monday  following,  the  21  ft. 
'  December  21. 

The  Dake  of  Bolton  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  refolve  Duke  of 
itfelf  into  a  committee  on  t^e  bill  for  trying  the  Honourable  Bcltw^ 
Auguftas  Keppel  on  fhore.  The  committee  being  accor- 
dingly formed,  his  Grace  proceeded  to  fhcw  feveral  reafons 
why  he  thought  the  caufe  whence  the  neceffity  of  the  faid 
bill  arofe,  had  originated  in  the  moft  fa£tious  motives.  He 
obferved,  that  the  admiralty-board  a£ted  in  a  moft  hafty, 
raih,  partial,  and  precipitate  maqDer ;  and  had  given  jufb 
caafe  to  the  public  to  fufpeft,  that  they  groflly  abufed  the 
powers  with  which  they  were  invefted  by  the  law,  as  it  now 
flood.  He  proceeded  next  to  defcant  on  the  perfonal  con- 
dud  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  faid  his  accufation  was  the 
ciTeft  of  envy 9  malice,  and  revenge ;.  but  was  called  to  .or- 
der by 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  who  remarked,  that  the  queftion  be-  Lord  Cham- 
fore  the  Houfe  was  in  what  manner  a  bill,  which  had  come  ^'^^^" 
engrofled  from  the  other  Houfe,  and'had  received  a  fecond 
reading  here,  fliould  be  modelled,  if  thought  neccffary ;  or 
if  no  alteration  were  neceffary,  to  let  it  pafs  under  the  form 
ia  which  it  appeared.  He  prefumed,  that  every  Lord  prefent 
at  the  fecond  reading,  had  ^approved  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  olhcrwife  they  would  have  teftified  their  diffent  or  dif- 
approbation  of  it  in  that  ftage.  For  one,  be  included  him- 
felf  in  that  number  ;  and  therefore  was  refolvcd  not  to  oppofc 
the  principle  of  the  bill.  When  he  faid  this,  however,  he 
begged  leave  to  remind  the  ooble  Duke  who  fpoke  laft,  that 
it  was  both  diforderly  and  indecent  to  introduce  extraneous 
matter  into  the  debate  ;  extraneous,  becaufe  the  Houfe  had 
00  manner  of  cognizance  of  either  the  accufation  made  by 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  or  the  eventual  or  probable  truth  of  that 
accufation  ^  indecent,  becaufe  the  aflcrtions  of  the  noble 
Duke  went  to  a  conftruftive. charge  of  criminality  againft 
the  accufer,  and  the  admiralty  aboard.  He  thought  that 
fuch  a  mode  of  condud  was  not  only  unfair  and  ungenerous, 
but  would  operate  direftly  the  reverfe  of  what  wa&  intended, 
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ifaia  hurt  tkat  caufe  it  was  feemingly  meant  to  fervel  He 
urged  farther^  that  he  had  the  honour  of  knowing'  the  honour- 
able perfon  who  wai  the  party  accuTed  ;  arid  wa^  Well  con- 
vinced, frond  his  parjdculsir  fentinienrs^  as  well  as  the  prece- 
dent uniform  tepor^rilllis  lifcj  thJt  nothing;  could  poflibly 
be  more  ofiehu^'  Jlj^Iiini)  than  any  thiilg  within  or  Without 
doors,  which  might  bear  the  moft  diftant  appearance  of  2 
prejudgment  of  me  real  merits  of  his^  caufe ;  or  any  thing  1 
which  might  lead  the  public  even  to  fufped,  that  it  was 
intended  mat  extrajudki^  dpinions  fhould  haveafiy  inflnence 
upon  thofe  who'  were  to  decide  upon  his  real  grounds  of 
juftification. 

His  Lordfbip  then  proceeded  to  take  a  vieii«^  of  the  bill^ 
and  the  objcft  propofed  to  be  attained  by  it;  As  to  the 
bill,  he  for  his  dwn  part,  would  be  better  pleafed  that  it 
had  been  framed  tipon  geilbral  principles  of  expediency  and' 
convenience^  than  framed  felety  for  the  purpcffe  of  ap- 
plying it  to  a  particular  cafi^'  It  wdutd  leave  an  Opening* 
for  limilar  applications^  and  the  dekSk  in  the  law,  if  any 
exifted,  would  ftill  remtitn.  But,  ^  he  obferved  before,  no 
oppoiition  being  made  to  llie  priitM^le  of  the  bill  in  either 
of  the  preceding  fta^s,  he  was  not  now,  upon  any  fair  or 
candid  ground,  at  liberty  to  oppofe  it.  Under  the  referva- 
'  tion  then,  that  the  bill  was  a  proper  bill  for  the  declared 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  framed,  namely,  on  account  of 
the  very  indiiferent  and  precarious  ftate  of  health  of  the 
party  to  be  tried,  he  fhould,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Comttiittec, 
propofe  fuch  alterations  and  amendments,  as  appeared  to  him 
correfpondent  to  the  fpirit  of  the  bill,  and  move  to  leave  out 
whatever  feemed  to  be  an  unneceflary  departure  from  '  the 
profeffed  objedk  of  the  propofed  remedy,  or  went  to  fuper- 
fede  the  exifting  law  in  any  other  particular  but  that  in 
which  it  was  avowed. 

Before  he  proceeded  farther,  he  begged  leave  to  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  preamble.  The  preamble  flates,  that 
"Mr.  Keppcl's  ftate  of  health,  and  the  feverity  of  the  feafon 
at  which  tlie  court-martial  is  to  be  holden,  &c.  are  the  rea-* 
fens,  or  rather  fa£ts  (et  forth  as  the  grounds  for  altering  the 
law,  and  changing  the  ufual  place  of  trial  from  fhipboard 
to  Ihorc.  By  the  little  he  could  learn  of  the  general  u{agc 
of  Parliament,  and  ftom  tke  knowledge  he  attained  b]^ 
being  for  fcvend  years  a  member  of  the  other  Houfe,  he  a}^ 
ways  underftood,  that  when  a  preannbie  ftated  fads,  as  a 
motive  for  chsu^ng  an  old  law,^  or  fot  applying  a  remedy 
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in  anf  g^?en  ir^anct,  the  h&s  were  always  proved,  and' 
tbeHoole  ia  which  a:  bill  cook  its  nfe  fent  a.  tranfcript  of 
the  evidence,    or  made  fotne.  communicadon  fufficient  to 
fadsfy  the  doubts  of  the  Houfc  to  which  it  was  ienc.     At' 
prefent   their   Lordfhips    neither  had  the  proofs,  nor  had 
they  received  any  conimunication  whatever  which  might  an**- 
fwcr  as  a  fabftitute  for  them  :  confeqncntly  the  bill,  under 
iu  prefent  circumfiances,  wanted  not  only  the  formal  fane* 
tipns  bills  of  this  nature  call  for,  but  one  of  its  moil  fub«^ 
iUotiat  reqaiiites.      If,  on   the  other  hand,  the   preamble  • 
had  ftated  generally,  that  the  mode  of  holding  courts-mar*- 
tial  on  fliip-boani,  were  foand  to  he  inconvenient,  and  that 
a  power  had   been  veiled  in  the  admiralty -board,  pursuant 
to  this  general  alTertion,   it  would  be  competent  for  Par*' 
liament  in  their  wiidom  to  delegate  fuch   a  ]K>wer.     Here 
the  cafe  was  diffisrent ;  Mr.  Keppel  was  defcribed  to  be  in 
a  bad  flate  of  health ;  the  hill  proceeded  on  that  idea,  and 
provided  a  particular  remedy,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing 
the  probable  inconveniency  which  might  arife  from  that  cir-»  • 
caroftance,  without  adducing  a  fyllable  of  proof  to  fatrsfy 
their  Loidihips  of  the  truth  of  the  fafts. 

Earl  of  Coventry  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  fpeak  to  the  Strl  of  C«« 
point  of  order  urged  by  the  noble  Lord,  nor  to  the  parti-  <«'«»'»y» 
cular  propriety  of  the  bill,  without  the  proofs  dciircd  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  prove  its  neccflity.  But  he  could  not 
avoid  obftrVing,  that  the  condu^l  of  the  noble  Lord  over 
the  way  [Sandwichl  feemed  rather  iingularly  extraordinary. 
He  did  not  know  that  it  was  quite  within  order  to  allude  to 
any  thing  which  had  fallen  in  a  former  debate  ;  but  he  did 
fiot  doubt  when  the  noble  Earl,  whole  fentimenrs  he  meant 
to  bring  into  the  recolledion  of  the  Houle,  (hould  hear 
what  reUtion  they  bore  to  the  prefent  bill,  that  he  could 
have  no  poflible  obje£^ion  to  be  reminded  of  them. 

The  firft  day  of  the  feiHion,  when  feveral  noble  Lords  on 
this  fide  of  the  Houfe  (ipeaking  of  the  want  of  fuccefs  which 
the  queftion  then  before  them  called  upon  them  dire£^I)'  to 
give  their  opinions  upon)  prefled  for  an  enquiry  into  the  ( aules 
of  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  our  naval  and  military  operations, 
(which  he  muft  obferve  was  likewife  the  language  from  the 
throne)  the  noble  Earl  over  the  way,  who  prefides  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty,  fpcaking  pa:ticularly  to  the  aff.ir 
of  the  27th  of  July,  declared  openly,  and  without  the  leaft 
referve,  that  he  was  certain  there  was  no  ground  of  cenfure ; 
that  both  the  adoural  and  vice-admiral  had  performed  their 
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duty  ;  that  if  an  enquiry  fliould  take  place,  he  was  con- 
vinced the  event  would  fully  prove  the  truth  of  his  afler- 
tion  ;  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous,  nor  like- 
ly to  prove  more  fatal,  in  the  p'rcfcnt  critical  fituation  of 
aflrairs,  with  a  powerful  enemy  at  our  doorj  than  an  enquiry^ 
of  any  kind,  as  fuch  an  enquiry  would  in  alJ  probability 
^  produce  divifions  within  and  without  doors,  fow  diiTentions 
in  the  navy,  retard  our  naval  operations,  and  caH  fome  of 
our  ableft  and  moft  experienced  officers  from  the  difcharge 
of  their  profeffional  duty,  by  which  means  the  public  fervice  i 
and  national  preparation  muft  languifh  and  greatly  fufFer. 

The  noble  Earl,  he  obferved,  had  emphatically  declared 
that  if  any  enquiries  (hould  be  fet  on  foot  /which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  the  cafe)  that  they  ought  to  be  general,  and 
not  direfted  to  the  conduft  of  any  one  officer.  The  good 
fenfe  which  appeared  in  what  was  offered  by  the  noble  Earl 
on  the  occafion,  gained  .a  ready  admiffion  into  his  mind^ 
and  made  ?l  fuitable  impreffion  there.  It  carried  great  weight 
at  the  time ;  he  could  not  therefore  help  now  expreffing  his 
ibrrow  and  aftonifhment,  that  the  fame  reafons  had  not 
operated  with  equal  force  On  the  noble  Earl  himfelf ;  they 
had  fcarcely  a  tranfient  credit  with  his  Lordfliip,  for  one  of 
,his  firft  oftcial  a£ts,  after  this  public  declaration,  was  in 
direft  contradiftion  to  his  own  profeffed  fentiments.  His  | 
Lordfhip  has  reprobated  a  general  enquiry^  and  has  adopted 
a  partial  one. 

Such,  his  Lordfliip  affirmed,  was  on  that  day  the  language 
of  the  noble  Earl  in  office.  How  diflFerent  to  what  has 
iincc  happened,  he  would  fubmit  to  the  Houfe.  All  the  in- 
convcnieiices  to  accurately  Hated  by  the  noble  Earl,  and  all 
the  dangers;  fo  forcibly  and  pointedly  defcribed,  have  how- 
ever been  fince  approved  of.  Mr.  Kcppel  has  been  ordered 
ta'prepare  for  trial ;  and  that  very  board  at  which  the  noble 
Earl  prefides,  has  been  the  caufe  of  calling  this  accufation 
into  that  fpecies  of  cxi:ftence,  which  could  only  render  it  an 
objeft  of  a  court-martiaU 

His  Lordlliip  concluded,iiis  fpeech  .with  paffing  high  com- 
mendations on  the  public,  private,  and  profeffional  charaaer 
of  the  honourable  admiral,  whofc  health  was  the  ohjeft 
of  the  prcfent  bill.  It  was  in  his  opinion  every  way  inno- 
cent and  unexc'ptionable ;  and  he  made  no  doubt,  would 
meet  with  their  Lordfhips'  ready  affent,  and  hearty  ap{>ro- 
bation.  4 

Earl 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  1778.  DEBATES.  K)7 

Earl  of  Sandwich  acknowledged  the  general  fafls  flated  by  t^rX  of 

e  noble  Lord  who  fpokc  laft.     He  acknowledged  that  he  ^^»^^»<^' 

ill  retained  the  fame  fentiments  he  declared  the  firft  day  of 

e  feffion  :  he  had  never  a  fccond  opinion  upon  the  matter^ 

id  he  did  moft  fiHcerely  lament  that  any  enquiry  was  ever 

c  on  foot.     It  was  -totally  againft  his  judgment  and  appro- 

ition  that  it  ever  was.     He  was  aware  of  the  mifchiefs  it 

ight  caufe,  and  the  certain  inconveniences  it  roufl  create  ; 

)r  had  he  the  leaft  notice  of  fuch  an  accufation  being  inr 

nded  to  be  made  till  he  faw  it  in  writing  a«  an  official  paper 

ifore  the   board  ;   feeing  it  there,   he  had  no  x:hoice ;  he 

uft  receive,  he  could  not  rejeft  ;  and,  as  a  member  of  that 

>ard,  was,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  compelled  to  aft 

)on  it,    Heprefumed  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  nor 

conliftcnt  in  this.-- As  a  Lord  of  that  Houfe,  as  aminifter, 

;  wiihed  no  fuch  charge  had  ever  been  brought  forward; 

It  as  a  member  of  the  admiralty-boar<l,  his  duty  over-ruled 

s  opinion,  nor  was  he  at  all  rel'ponfible  for  the  confe- 

icnces. 

The  noble  Earl,  who  reminded  him  of  what  paifed  upoa 

former  occafion,  could  not   therefore  raife  any  conclufion 

I  juftify  a   charge  of  contradiftion  ;  and,   if  his  memory 

rved  him  right,  nothing  paiTed  but  relative  to  a  particular 

iquiry  ;  as  to  a  general  enquiry,  for  his  part  he  was  ready 

id  willing  to  tneet  it.     He  was  for  a  general  enquiry  on  the 

ft  <iay  ot  the  feiFion,  be  ftill  remained  of  the  iame  opinion  ; 

y  more,  he  was  certain  that  a  general  cnqui-ry  would  take 

ace.     Their  Lordftiips  could  not  be  ignorant  that  there 

?re  more  charges  bchmd,  and  he  could  aifure  the  Houfe, 

?t  nothing  would  be  left  undone  on  the  part  of  the  admi- 

Ity-board,  which  might  promife  to  expedite  a  full  and  pro- 

r  enquiry.     No  charge  had  as  yet  appeared  againft  the 

:e-admiral  of  the  blue*     He  ilood  before  the  nation  hi- 

erto  in  the  light  of  an  innocent  man.     The  board  was 

ready  in  fdflcfEoo  of  nu)rc  than  one  tcftimony  in  favour 

hiscondu£tin  the  affair  of  the  27-h  of  July.     The  ho- 

prable  admiral  himfelf,  had  included  him  in  the  general 

probation  of  all  the   officers  under  his  command.      The 

miralty-board  could  not  go  upon  hearfay  ;  they  muft  aft 

rformably  to  certain  rules,  and  abide  by  a  fettled  fyftem. 

approaching  enquiry  would  lea^  to  farther  enquiry ; 

as  foon  as  the  grounds  of  farther  enquiry  came  pro- 
)y  before  the  board,  the  board  would  aft  conibnant  to 

powers  with  which  they  were  invefted,  and  in  ftrift  obc- 
P  2  dicncc 
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dience  to  the  rules  prefcribed  in  fucb  cafes  by  the  Icg^ 

He  repeated  again,  that  he  extremely  lamented  the  cnquir 
IBvhich  gave  btrth  to  the  prefent  bill.  He  kne^  it  migbc  i 
'  much  mifchjef  at  this  particular  crifis,  and  could  prove  c 
fio  one  fubftantial  benefit  to  the  public  ;  but  he  coqM  cd 
^xpreft  his  regret,  for  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent  ii 
It  would  have  been  extremely  improper  in  him,  to  prctea 
to  deride  what  the  event  of  a  trial  would  be,  while  he  ic 
pained  ignorant  of  the  proofs  which  were  to  be  adduca 
in  fupport  of  the  accufation.  He  had  done  no  more  tha 
adiqg  with  the  other  con^miffioners,  who  fat  at  the  ita 
t>oard«  As  he  was  the  firft  commiilioner,  it  might  be  pfc 
fumed,  that  he  had  more  power  than  the  reft,  and  cxertQ 
his  influence  on  the  prefent  occafion.  He  cov^d  aflbre thdi 
Lordfhips,  whatever  influence  he  had,  he  did  not  exert  i^ 
but  had  merely  fet  hi$  hand  to  the  order  for  trial,  in  oxfr 
}9!iance  with  what  he  thought  an  a£t  of  indifpenfabk  duty; 
an  omiiiion  of  which,  in  the  inftancc  alluded  to,  wooUtii 
criminal  in  itfelf,  difrefpe&ful  to  the  public,  and  injurioui 
the  charafter  of  Mr.  KeppeK 
lEtri  of  Earl  of  Shelburne  faid,  that  he  was  truly  aftoniflied  at  wli 

Sbelhurne.  hg  qqw  hcanl.  It  was  not  proper,  as  he  underftood  from* 
robl  Lord,  to  (pt  on  foot  the  prefent  enquiry^;  he  dwaj 
diiliked  it  j  but  gave  no  opinion  as  to  a  geaeral  eAquirj,! 
whi«  h,  he  prefumed,  it  was  intended  to  include  Lord  Hpi^ 
Admiral  Barrington,  j^nd  others.  Admiral  Keppel  haf^tatf 
this  country  from  certain  ruin,  if  not  conqueft.  Lord  Hc^ 
had  faved  Rhode -if]and,  and  Adniiral  Barrington  Antrg:^ 
and  the  reft  of  the- Leeward  lilands,  by  ^ilbbcy ing  ki$  i 
ftruftions ;  yet  theie  were  the  men  that  the  noble  Earl  thod 
lit  ohjefts  of  public  enquiry  ;  thele  were  the'  itoen  whomj 
adm«ralty-boarrl  and  minifters  thought  were  deferviog 
public  accufation,  and  of  the  temporary  difgrace  of  ap« 
trial. 

He  fo  far  agreed  with  the  noble  apd  learn^  Lord,  tbi 
thought  itexiiemely  improper  'O  bring  any  matter  bcfort 
public  relative  to  the  conduA  of  the  admiral,  or  his  accf 
while  the  point  was  at  iiTue  :  any  thing  which  might  f 
judice  the  parties,  or  make  any  unfavourable  imprefGoa 
the  public'  The  law  was  open;  the  tribunal  was  koo 
an;l  there  only  could  it  be  properly  or  fairly,  decided, 
had  all  alon^  avoided  giving  any  opinion  on  the  fubjefi, 
tber  public  or  private  ;  and  endeavoured  ail  inhis  powt 
' P« 
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f'rcvail  ppon  his  friends  to  ddopt  the  fame  conduA,  particu* 
rly  wheh  infoAiied  that  a  ittotioh  was  intended  to  be  mad? 
refpeding  the  vice- admiVaT;  upon  that  occafion  particularly 
he  laboured  all  in  his  po^er  to  diiTuade  thofe  who  communi- 
cated the  matter  to  him  to  drop  it  tiU  a  more  fit  and'cbnve- 
nteiit  ieafoo,  when  the' whole  fubjeft,  combined  w{th' all  the 
motives  and  collateral  circumftances  which  it  involved,  touA 
be  fairly  and  folly  confiJcred  tc^ettier.  * 

He  would  fay  nothing  of  the  high  defefts  and  eminent  /er- 
vices  of  the  honourable  acfmiral  who  ftood  accufed ';  ttey 
were  already  written  in  indelible  characters  in  the  hearts  g£ 
his  grateful  countrymen  ;  nor  would  he  deny  the  juft  tribute 
due  to  the  profcflional  m^i't  of  his  accufer.  He  liad  often 
mentioned  his  name  with  honour  in  that  Houfe ;  he  had 
heard  much  of  his  perfonal  courage^  and  had  feen  him  ruo 
the  moil  rapid  race  of  prefermenr.  He  did  not  howeve^ 
thini^  that  his  late  condiiCt  would  add  niuch  to  his  ffime  and 
reputation.  His  criminal  accufations,  4nd  profecution  of  a 
deferving  foperior  officei-,  toight  Hbt  prove  lb  Tucccfsful  as 
his  naval  enterprizes;  I^e  therefore  fincerely 'wilhed,  for 
the  Oike  of  the  vice-addiiral  him'telf,  that  inftead  of  his 
traverfe  aiid  retrograde  couries,  he  ha4  continued  to  purfiie  hit 
nftial  track,  and  direfled  all  his  manoeuvres  by  the  rules  of 
pfaiin  failing.  His  abilities  and  perfonal  prowefs  were  not 
denied  ;  but  he  feared  that  be  had  been  led  on  to  do  what  his 
better  judgment  would  forbid,  •  There  was  fomething  very 
dark  and  fufpicious ;  fomething  of  a  complexional  black- 
nefs,  tl^at  would,  upon  a  clofe  examination,  at  a  pi-oper  fea- 
fon,  be  found,  he  ^lieved,  highly  deferving  of  condign  pu- 
niihmentf  He  fhould  abftaih  for  the  pre(ent,  and  referve 
what  he  had  to  fay  for  that  diy. '  The  nation,  injured 
and  infulted  as  (he  was,  would  call  loudly  for  fuch  an  exa* 
mination  ;  and  it  would  behove  them,  who  had  perverted  the 
power  of  adminiftring  juftice  committed  to  tbeii*  care,  tb 
iatisfv  that  Houfe  anc)  the  public,  that  they  were  totally 

Ssiltleff  of  what  their  cpndu£t  afforded,    at  prefent,    the 
rongeft  grounds  of  fufpicion, 

His  l^ordfhip  remarked  that  the  noble  Earl  who  preiides 
at  the  admiralty«board  had  aflFeAed  to  greatly  lament  the 
pnfortunate  circumftance  of  Mr.  Keppel's  being  brought  to 
trial ;  why  did  not  the  noble  Earl  interpofe  to  prevent  it? 
fTn  Lorduilp  acknowledges,  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the 
evil  confequencts  which  muft  follow  fUch  an  enquirv ;  it 
i)ra$  therefore  the  noble  Lord's  duty  to  have  exercifed  that 
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conilitutional  diicretioo,  infcparablc  from  every  miDifierial 
office  or  official  department  in  the  ftate.  Tlie  noble  Lord 
would  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  he  was  over-ruled  by  numben, 
out-voted  at  the  board.  His  Lordfhip  well  knew  facfa  a 
pretence  would  not  avail  him.  The  noble  Earl  fhould  have 
put  a  ftop  to  the  enquiry  in  the  only  ftage  in  which  his  in- 
terpofition  could  have  had  effcSL  Such  a  prooeedure  could 
not  have  reileded  the  leaft  diflranour  on  either  of  the  parties, 
and  would  have  prevented  that  national  and  profeffional  fer- 
fnent,  that  mufl  ineviubly  follow,  and  which  began  alrcadj 
fo  apparently  to  prevaiL 

The  noble  Earl  had  pointedly  alTured  their  Lordfhips  that 
there  would  be  farther  enquiries,  and  that  thefe  would  beget 
others.    Were  the  public  to  be  amufed  the  enfuing  year  with 
court-martial  after  court-martial,  merely  to  blind  and  mif- 
lead  the  Parliament  and  people,  and  draw  ofF  their  attention, 
while  the  French  were  to  be  permitted  to  gain  advantages 
.  over  us  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ?  Was  the  plan  adopted, 
in  order  to  cover  the  weaknefs,  inftabitity,  and  incapacity  of 
.  our  councils.     Let  the  noble  Earl  refleft  in  time  on  his  dtu- 
ation.      The  affair  of  the  27th  July  wds  a  matter  which 
called  loudly  for  inveftigatton,  and  he  reminded  his  Lofd- 
Hiip,  that  he  doubted  much  whether,  when  the  day  of  real 
enquiry  arrived,  his  Lordlhip  would  he  able  to  make  out 
the   plea  of  irrefponlibility,   which  he  now  fo  confidently 
urged.     The  noble  Lord  fat  at  the  admiralty-board  as  pre- 
^  fident.    It  was  abfurd,  it  would  appear  nugatory  for  his  Lord- 
ibip,  to  defend  his  conduct  on  the  ground  of  his  being  a 
mere  individual  member  of  that  board,  without  any  more 
power  or  influence,  than  what  his  vote  conferred  upon  him. 
His  Lordfhip  alTured  the  Houfe,  that  he  did  not  rife  mere- 
ly as  a  friend  to  Mr.  Keppel  ;  his  prime  attention  was   di- 
reded  to  the  good  of  his  country*     Juftice,  befides,  flrongly 
urged  him  to  dbclare  his  fentiments.     If  he  faw  one  man 
iiirrounded  by  many  enemies,  and  powerful  ones   too,    he 
would  naturally  be  called  to  the  ailiftance  of  the  opprefTed  and 
injured.     If  the  pcrfon  thus  attacked  was  a  public  man,  he 
felt  for  his  country  ;  if  a  private  man,  he  then  felt  for  him* 
felf ;  becaufe  he  could  not  tell  how  foon  he  might  fland  in 
f  •  the  fame  predicament. 

Having  very  cropbatically  expreffed  his  fenfe  of  the  con- 

'.  duStof  the  admiralty-board,  his  opinion  of  the  party  ac- 

cufed,  and  his  opinion  of  the  accufer,  his  Lordfliijp  faid  a 

few  words  relative  to  the  bill  itfelf,  commending  the  con- 

dua 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.i775»  DEBATES.-  %tl 

duft  of  the  minifter  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  TepcS- 
iDg  his  defire  that  it  ihould  be  made  fpecial,  and  declaring 
that  it  was  very  fair  to  put  it  upon  that  ground,  confidering 
the  hafty  manner  in  which  it  was  wifhed,  and  in  which  it 
was  neceflarv  to  be  pafled.  He  hoped  therefore,  as  the  bill  . 
was  the  moft  innocent  of  any  that  could  poffibly  be  brought 
into  Parlianaent,  and  as  it  went  not  in  the  leaft  to  alter  the 
aft  of  the  22d  of  George  the  Second,  farther  than  in  the 
fpecific  .point  of  accomodating  the  ill-health  of  Admiral 
Keppel,  and  refcuing  him  from  the  danger  to  which  the  very 
inclement  feafon  of  the  year  would  expofc  him,  if  the  trial 
took  place  on  fhip-bpard,  a  point  which  was  univerfally  af- 
fented  to,  that  noble  Lords  would  not  too  fcrupuoufly  infift 
on  forms,  which  the  nature  of  the  cafe  miglit  render  it  in- 
convenient or  impoifible  to  have  complied  with.  With  re- 
gard, however,  to  the  proof  of  the  faft  ftated  in  the  pream- 
ble, which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  defcribed  to  the 
committee  as  a  faft  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  be  proved,  he 
underftood  that  there  was  a  witnefs  attending,  who  could 
fuftain  it  to  the  conviftion  of  every  one  of  their  Lordfhips. 

The  Lard  Chancdlor  rofe  and  replied.  His  Lordfhip  c*-  lo^  'a^^ 
ferved,  that  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  had  fallen  into  the  cellar. 
very  error  which  he  had  rifcn  to  point  out  to  the  committee,  * 
as  an  error  of  the  noble  Duke  who  fat  near  him  [Duke  of 
Bolton]  viz.  departing  from  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  debate, 
and  adverting  to  the  merits  of  the  caufc  about  to  be  tried  by 
the  court-martial,  which  was  ordered  to  be  held  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enquiring  into  the  truth  of  the  charge  alledged  againft 
the  honourable  Admiral  Keppel  by  Vice  Admiral  Pallifer, 
and  going  into  a  long  and  random  accufation  of  minifters  up- 
on aflcrtibns,  unfupported  by  any  proof  whatever.  It  was, 
he  faid,  no  lefs  common,  than  improper  and  diforderly,  for 
Lords  on  that  fide  the  Houfe  to  attack  thofe  perfons  who 
were  in  office,  and  affert  particular  fafts  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  them,  which,  if  true,  would  amount  to  pofitive 
and  dire£t  charges  of  a  nature  highly  criminal.  Such  af- 
fertions  were  the  more  unfair,  becaufe  they  were  fo  framed, 
and  had  fuch  a  relation,  that  if  minifters  fpoke  to  them  at  all, 
they  muft  of  neceffity  touch  upon  matters  exceedingly  im- 
proper forpublic  confideration,  and  by  no  means  fit  for  dif- 
cuffion  in  a  popular  affembly.  Thofe  who  made  them  knew 
this,  and  therefore  urged  them  in  a  ftile  fo  bold,  colleded,  and 
tontident,  that  their  end  was  as  fully  anfwered  a^  if  minifters 
rofe  and  confefted  the  truth  of  what  was   alledged.     He 
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tlioug^ji  }\:  iicceflary  tp  fay  th'iis'ipuch,s  in  order  tha^,  the  peo- 
ple might  liSyentertain^ah  opinijon  tjiat  .c^arge^.wcre.trac,- 
inercly  bccs^ule  they  were  not  immediately  anfyrered^  and  in, 
oj-d^rlo  iHew  noble  Lprds  the  injuftice  of  ;>iicrtiag  at  ran- 
dbm,  wl^at  if  yv,ould  be  exceedingly*  difficult,  and  indeed  in 
lAahy' cafes  utterly  impoffible,  to  prove,.   The  nobl^  JLord. 
who  fpoke  lafl  had  afked  what  .itccufatiojis  were  to  be  next 
ujirgedi  and  ag^Inft,\yhom  ?  Wctg  they,  faid  the  nol^le  Lord^. 
to  be  urged  againft  Lord. Howe,  or  Adrojral  Barrin^oa  for 
breaking  through  his  orden(  ?     With  regfird  to  Admiral  Bar- 
rington^  having  violated  his  ihftruftions,  the  noble  Lord  had 
iqis-ftated  the  raft  to  the  coqimittee ;  not,  he  was  convinced, . 
frorii  any  wiffi  to  miflead  their  l^ordfhips,  but  from  his  hav-. 
iiig  been  mifipformed  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  tlip.  error  therefore . 
ou^t  to  ferye  in  future  as  a.  qaution  to  the  noble  Lord  not 
to  be  tob.Veady  in  throiyingoutaccufations^  Qr  in  alledgii^ 
fads,  which  when  inveftigated  would  turn  out  to  be  fallaci* 
o'us  and  infupportable.     .         ^     ^ 

HTs  Lorcjihip  obferved,  that  fuch  a  conduft  was  extremely 
unfair,  unparliamentary,  and  uQJ[uftifiable.     It  went  to  pre- 
judice mihiftefs  in  the  judgment  of  the  Parliament  and  pca- 
8le,  and  of  courfe  was  no  lefs  injurious  in  point  of  effefi, 
lan  indecent  and  improper.     His  Lordfhip  thep.  proceeded 
to  re-ftate  his  arguments,  relative  ^o  the  impropriety  of  the. 
preamble  to  the  oill  as  it  now  ftood  ;  1;>ecavfe,  the  committee  • 
had  no  evidenqc  of  t^e  faft  therein  fet  forth,  namely  the  bad 
ftate  of  health  of  Mr.  Keppel.     jF^£ts.ftated  in  a.  preamble, 
muft  be  proved,  or  the  enading  daufes  reil  upon  opinion, 
while  the  reafon  why  tliey  are  enaded  appear  upon  the  very- 
face  of  the  bill  fallacious,  and  which  every  m^n  mayquef- 
tion  or  deny  at  his  pleafure.     He  made  no  doubt  but  Mr. 
Keppel  was  indifpofed  ;  but  yet,  in  his  opinion,  till  the  com- 
xiiittee  was  regularly  in  polTeflion  of.the  faft,  it  would   be 
iriipoffihle,  wlihou:  departing  from  the  known  and  eftabliflied 
ufages  of  Parliament,  for  their  Lordfhips  to  go  into  the  pre* 
arable  of  the  bill. 
Earl   of         Earl  of  5Ar/iKr«^  rofe  agiin,.  and  declared,   the  noble  and 
Sh«foumt.    learned  Lord  had  been  ill  founded  in  a  great  part  of  what  he 
had  faid  in  reference  to  his  Ipcech.     He  had  giv^  no  opinion 
whatever  relative  to  the  court-martial  ordered,  nor  to  the 
validity  or  invalidity  of  the  charge  alledged  againft  the  ho- 
nourable admiral  accufed ;  lb  far  from  it,  he  had  only  refer- 
red to  topics  which  had  already  t>een  mentioned  in  the  debate^ 
and  which  weire  open  to  the  difcuffion  of  every  one  of  their 
\  Lordfhips ; 
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l.ordfhips  ;  he  ftill  was  free  to  fay,  that  on  the  moft  calm 
view  of  the  charge  againli  the  honourable  Admiral  Keppel, 
and  on  the  cooleii  coniideration  of  the  time,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  urged,  it  wore  a  very  black  complexiont 
With  regard  to  his  having  mentioned  the  affair  of  Admiral 
Barrington,  and  having  faid  that  the  admiral  had  broken 
through  his  orders,  he  declared,  he  never  ventured  to  afiert 
any  thing  in  that  Houfe  without  having  firft  pretty  accu* 
rately  informed  hi mfelf  of  the  faft  which  he  adverted  to  in 
the  hearing  of  their  Lordfhips.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  taken  upon  him  to  contradift  him ;  he  heartily  wiihed 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  would  give  his  authority  for  the' 
contradidion ;  he  was  free  to  tell  the  committee  from  whence 
he  learnt  the  faft,  and  to  fubmit  it  to  their  judgment  whetlier 
he  was  not  founded  in  what  he  had  faid  upon  the  fubje£t.  He* 
had  feen  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  high  in  office  in  theiiland 
of  Antigua,  in  which  the  writer  mentioned  that  he  had  heard 
Admiral  Barrington  declare  in  the  face  of  the  council  of 
Antigua,  that  he  had  difobeyed  his  orders,  in  having  quitted 
his  ftation  for  the  purpofc  of  proiefiing  that  ifland  and  thofe 
in  its  vicinity. 

The  Duke  of  Manchejler  reprehended  the  conduft  of  the  Dw^e  of 
noble  and  learned  Lord  in  his  efforts  to  keep  the  Houfe  fo  ^^«*'/'^' 
much  within  the  rigid  rules  of  order.  He  faid,  if  the  orders 
of  the  Houfe  were  not  liberally  and  ingentioufly  interpreted, 
there  would  be  an  end  to  all  freedom  of  debate  and  fpirited 
in vc (ligation  :  ih  fhort,  the  arguments  of  Lords  upon  the 
mofl  important  fubje£\:s,  would  dwindle  into  the  iniignificance 
of  petty  difputes  and  technical  wranglings  of  lawyers  at  the 
bar.  Their  Lordfhips  were  accuflomed  to  a  very  different 
mocfle  of  difcuflion  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  any  mode 
of  debate,  fubverfive  of  the  dignity  and  eftablifhed  ufages  of 
that  Houfe,  would  meet  wjth  the  reception  it  deferved,  that 
of  being  either  lilently  unattended  to,  or  treated  with  a  pro-, 
per  degree  of  contempt. 

The  Marquis  of  ftockinghaWy  after  giving  his  general  rea-  Marqvli  of 
fons  in  favour  of  the  bill,  m  reply  ^to  the  noble  and  learned  J*w*w^*«^ 
Lord's  (o  pertinacipufly  infifling  for  a  proof  of  the  faft^  fta* 
ted  in  the  preamble,  faid,  he  prefumed,  there  was  not  a-fin- 
gle  Lord  prefent,  who  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Keppel,  ig-^ 
norant  that  he  had  for  feveral  years  been  in  a  very  poor  and 
precarious  ftate  of  health.     He  remembered  he  faw  him  ia    ' 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  night  the  motion  was  made  re- 
fpeding  the  vice-admiral,  when  he  went  off  with  a  glory  of 
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Confcioti*  innocence  round  his  head.  There  was  not  a  pcr- 
fon  that  was  prcfent,  who  could  hare  quitted  the  Houfe  with 
more  fccming  celerity,  ftrength,  dignity,  and  manly  vigour, 
than  he  did  ;  yet  he  dined  with  him  the  fame  evening,  and 
foch  was  the  flrange  precarioufnefs  and  v  iciflitudc  of  Ipirits, 
though  only  an  hour  elapfed  fince  he  faw  him  leave  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  he  took  half  an  hour  to  get  up  from  the 
ground  floor  to  the  dining-room,  being  in  the  interim  afflid- 
ed  with  the  fevcreft  pains  from  cramps  in  both  his  legs. 

Lo^a  dhgfi'      The  Lord  Chancellor  continued  to  demand  the  ncccffary 

€tUor.  proofs  ;  and  fa  id,  furely,  as  it  was  a  requifite  matter  of  form, 
his  pbyficran,  furgeon,  or  apothecary.,  might  be  called  to  the 
bar,  to  prove  the  allegation  in  the  preamble, 

Mr.  Halifax  wis  accordingly  called  to  the  bar,  and  (worn, 
but  before  any  qucftion  could  be  put  to  him, 

tulG&wer.  Earl  Gower  role,  and  declared,  that  he  efteemcd  Mr.  Kcp- 
pcl  'as  much  as  any  one  Lord  in  that  Houfe,  though  he  did 
not  think  it  neceffary  to  ftand  up  every  day  he  came  to  Par- 
liament, on  purpofe  to  make  his  eulogium.  The  honourable 
admiral  fought  no  fuch  aid ;  he  was  convinced  that  all  he 
defired  was  juftice.  His  Lordfhip  corroborated  what  had 
been  aflferted  by  the  noble  Marquis.  He  faid,  he  h^d  known 
Mr.  Keppel  for  many  years,  and  had  bcett  witnefs  to  the  fpe- 
cies  of  -infirmity  defcribed  by  the  noble  Lord :  he  thcrcfcKe 
was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  totally  unneccifary  to  examine 
the  witnefs  at  the  bar  ;  the  ufages  of  that  Houfe  admitting  of 
the  alTurance  of  any  Lord  given  in  his  place,  to  aAy  matter  of 
faft  properly  within  its  cognizance.  His  Lordfhip  con- 
cluded with  aflurins^  their  Lordfhips,  that  Admiral  Keppel^ 
he  both  hoped  and  believed,  was  innocent  of  the  charges  al- 
ledged  againft  him. 

As  (boti  as  the  alTurance  of  the  two  noble  Lords,  relative 
to  the  health  of  Mr,  Keppel,  was  received  as  fufficient  evi- 

a-ort  a«rrf-  dencc  of  the  faft  ftated  in  the  preamble,  the  Lord  Cbance/kr 

teller.        j.Qfg  (p  nrogofe  his  amendments. 

He  obfervcd,  that  the  recital  in  the  preamble  was  extreme* 
ly  iraprooer,  becaufe  it  prefumed  there  was  a  cuftom,  inftead 
of  a  pofitive  ftatute,  which  would,  if  let  pafs  unnoticed, 
imply  a  difcretionary  power  where  there  was  none.  The 
recital  fets  forth,  ^^  Whereas  it  has  been  ufual,  &c.^'  when  it 
has  not  been  ufual,  but  the  place  when  and  where  is  delcribcd 
by  aft  of  Parliament  to  be  on  (hip-board,  and  nowhere  clfc  ; 
confequently,  to  render  the  prefent  bill  correfpondent  to  the 
\  exiftingiaW)  he  would  ihorej  that  the  words  ^<  it  has  beea 

\\  3  ufual,'* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A*  1771.  D    E    B    A    T    E    S*  ii| 

vfual,"  be  left  outy  aad  the  following  words  be  fabftituted  ia 
their  i^ace,  ^^  by  the  laws  now  in  being."  Then  this  part 
of  the  dauie  would  run  thus  ;  ^<  Whereas  by  the  laws  now 
in  being,  &c.'*  It  was  not,  he  prefumed,  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  alter  the  law  in  any  other  inftance,  bul 
what  was  profefled  by  its  friends,  and  its  own  avowed  prin- 
ciple ;  which  went  no  farther  than  asercly  to  accommodate 
the  ffiode  of  trial  to  the  ftate  of  health  of  the  honourably 
pcrfon  who  was  to  be  the  fubjed  of  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  any  oppoiition. 

HisLordftiip  again  observed,  as  there  was  no  dire£t  proof 
before  the  Houfe  what  fpecies  of  malady  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  fubjc^l  to,  and  that  no  petition  from  Mr.  Keppel 
birafelf  had  been  prefented,  which  might  lead  to  give  that 
information  ;  and  as  th«  two  noble  Lords  had  deicribe<]  it 
rather  as  an  iniirmicy,  than  as  any  fixed,  certain  diforder  ; 
he  Ihould  move,  that  the  words  dating  the  grounds  or  ne- 
ccffity  of  the  biH,  which  fet  forth,  that  *•  Whereas  the  faid 
honourable  Auguftus  Keppel  was  in  a  very  bad  ftate  of 
health,  and  it  nugbt  be  dangerous  to  undergo  a  trial  on  ihip^ 
board,  from  the  probable  feverity  of  the  weather,  at  the  fea^* 
fcn  of  the  year  faid  court-martial  was  to  be  holden,  &c.'*  he 
propofed  to  fui t  the  preamble  to  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
before  the  Houfe,  by  leaving  out  the  words  after  **  whereas,** 
to  the  end  of  that  particular  fentencc,  and  inferting  in  their 
fiead  ^<  the  infirmities  of  the  faid,  &c."  when  the  ientence 
would  r^a  thus  :  ^'  Whereas  the  infirmities  of  the  faid  ho« 
aourable  Auguftus  Keppel,  &c."  Thrs  amendment  bein^ 
agreed  te^  he  obferved,  that  the  pirfent  bill  had  not  provided 
aoy  power  to  enable  the  court  to  adjourn  on  (hore  to  proceed 
to  trial.  He  faid,  a  doubt  arofe,  whether,  in  the  conftrudion 
of  the  flnode  of  aflembling  the  court,  the  admiral,  whoie 
nink  entitled  him  to  z&  as  prefident  on  the  trial,  and  the  fe« 
mor  captains,  might  not,  if  they  thought  proper,  abfent  them- 
Itlves  on  that  day,  and  by  that  means  evade  the  intention  of 
the  a&  of  Parliament,  His  Lordihip  accordingly  moved  a 
claufe  to  enable  the  court,  when  regularly  conftituted^  to  ad-* 
joora ;  and  followed  U  with  another^  which  ordained,  that 
any  officer  who  ihould,  during  the  trial,  abfent  himfelf  from 
the  houfe  where  it  was  faeld^  be  liable  to  be  caihired,  if  be 
ihould  not  be  aUe  to  fiitisfy  the  court  with  his  reafons  for  {q 
doing. 

The  laft  claufe  he  moved  was,  to  direft  the  manner  of 
holding  the  court  on  fliore  to  be  literally  the  fiime  as  onihip* 

Q^a  board. 
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aboard.     His  motives,  he  frequently  rcpeate<^,   were  the  fame 
througliont,  a  full  and  fair  purfuancc  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  committee,  and  in  maintenance  of  the 
law  in  being.     The  ftatutes  already  mentioned,  ordered  the 
mode  of  conftituting  the  court,  and  the  manner  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  all  the  incidental  powers  belonging  to  it  ;  the 
bill  only  provided  one  exception,  which  was  the  ftatc   of 
health  of  the  party  to  be  tried. 
Duke  of         The  Duke  of  Bolton  rofc  to  aflign  his  reafons  againft  the 
Btlion,        amendment  propofed  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  relative 
to  the  mode  of  conftituting  the  court,  and  tofhew  the  necef- 
fity  there  was,  that  the  members  of  the  court  (hould  not    be 
left  to  chance,    but  ought  to  be  fpecially  appointed.     He 
faid,  there  was  great  diffatisfaftion   appeared    amojng    the 
navy  in  general,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  ;  three  or  four 
'     6f  the  firft  names  in  the  profeffion,  upon  application  being 
made  to  them,  declined  the  afting  as  prefident  :  he  had  good 
•  reafon   to  believe,  that  the  fame   fpirit  would  fhew  itlclf 
among  the  fenior  captains  ;  the  conlcquence  of  which  would 
be,  that  for  want  of  a  fufficicnt  numocr  of  flag-officers    in 
the  firft  inftance,  and  the  ciliibnce  of  the  fenior  captains,  the 
conduft  of  the  firft  Admiral  in  the  Britifli  fervlce,  and  one  of 
the  firftfeamcn  in  the  world,  woujd  come  to  be  decided  upon 
by  a  fingle  flag-officer,  and  young  captains,  many  of  the  lat- 
ter, perhaps  not  one  of  them,  wlio  had  feen  that  fpecics   of 
fervice  which  they  would  be  called  upon  to  determine.     Ju- 
ftice  demanded  ancfFeftual,  as  well  as  formal  adminiftration. 
Young  captains,  whofe  fortunes  had  never  led  them  to  be 
prefcnt  at  general  engagements,  and  whofe  rank  never  entitled 
them  to  the. command  of  a  fquadron,  could  npt,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  competent  judges  of  what  was  or  was  not  the  efFeft 
of  Ikill  and  ability  in  the  day  of  aft  ion.     There  was  another 
particular,  which  urged  him  the  more  earneftly  to  prel's  this 
point  ;  that  was,  that  feveral  of  the  fenior  officers,  and  ihofe 
of  longeft  experience,  who  would  on  account  of  their  rank 
otherwifc  have  afted  as  judges,  were  prevented  by  being  fum- 
moned.as  T^ritnefles ;  fo  that  he  hoped  there  would  be  as  ma- 
ny flag  officers  as  poffible  appointed,  to  conftitute  the  court, 
in  order  that  Mr.  Keppel  might  have  a  fair,  full,  and  indiflFe« 
rent  trial.     His  Grace  entered  into  feveral  oth^r  particulars^ 
but  this  was  the  main  point  on  which  he  infiftcci. 
Iirl  of  Earl  of  Samlwkh  rofe,  and  declared,  that  though  he   was 

Sandwich,   confcious  he  was  not  ftriftly  in  order,  he  could  not  forbear 
following  the  noble  Duke,  bccaufc  had  be  remained  filent  the 
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public  might  be  mifled,  and  would  judge  crroneoufly  by 
having  falfe  pre:nitcs  before  them.  He  affured  the  commit- 
tee, that  he  knew  of  no  application  being  made  to  any  officer 
to  prefidc  at  the  trial,  but  to  a  noble  Lord,  now  abicnt  from 
Lis  place  [Lord  Hawkc]  who  begged  leave  to  decline  on  ac- 
count of  his  pains  and  miirmitics,  as  being  no  way  able  to 
uundergo  the  fatigues  of  attending  the  trial.  It  was  infmu- 
ated,  that  there  was  a  difinclination  among  the  officers  of 
high  naval  rank,  in  general,  to  ferve  on  the  court- martiaU 
The  noble  Duke  might  have  fome  private  rcafon  for  making 
the  affertion  ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  aflurc  his  Grace  and  , 
the  committee,  that  that  was  a  circumftance  of  which  he 
was  totally  ignorant,  not  having  applied  to  any  other  officer 
but  to  the  noble  Lord,  who  had  declined  to  aft  for  the  reafon 
already  affigned.  He  hoped  he  flood  fully  juftified  in  mak- 
ing the  application  ;  he  did  it,  as  he  believed  there  was  not 
a  greater  fean^n,  or  an  honcfter  man,  ever  lived,  than  the  no- 
ble Lord, 

As  to  appointing  a  particular  day  for  the  trial,  the  mat- 
ter was  already  fixed.  It  was  appointed  to  be  held  on 
Thurfday   the  '7th  of  January.      The  noble   Duke  would  , 

have  the  perfons  who  were  to  conipofe  the  court-martial, 
named  or  afceriained ;  that  was  impoffible,  without  altering 
the  law  as  it  now  ftooi.  The  law  fays,  that  on  fuch  a  day, 
meaning  the  day  of  proceeding  to  trial,  a  lignal  fliall  dc 
hoiftcd,  ordering  the  fenior  captains  to  repair  aboard  that 
fhip,  whence  the  fignal  is  given  ;  now  fuppofing,  that  any 
given  defcription  of  officers  (hould  be  conftituted  to  try  the 
accufation  againft  the  admiral,  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
one  or  more  captains  (hould  come  into  the  port,  who  were 
fenior  to  thofe  already  appointed  to  try  the  honourable  ad- 
miral, the  conlbquence  muft  be,  that  either  a  new  arrrange- 
ment  of  the  members  appointed  to  fcrve  on  the  court-martial 
muft  be  made,  or  the  aft  of  Parliament,  which  enafts  that 
the  court-martial  fhail  be  compofcd  of  the  thirteen  fenior 
captains,  be  broke  through.  The  latter  cannot  be  ;  the  for- 
mer was  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  totally  imprafticable. 

His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  never  underftood,^  by  any  thing  he 
faw  or  heard,  that  it  was  ncceflary,  upon  the  trial  of  an  offi- 
cer, that  there  ihould  be  as  many  llag-c^i:crs  as  poffible,  in 
order  to  enable  the  court  to  determine.  H-  believed  the 
courfe  of  the  navy  was  otherwifc.  At  all  events,  if  it  was 
not  intended  to  alter  the  laws  now  in  hzi\-\j.  in*  that  rcfpeft, 
or  to  depart  frcim  the  profeffed  principle   or  the  prefcnt  bill, 
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he  did  not  fee  how  any  renicdy  could  be  adminiftercd  in  th^ 
committee* 

His  Lordfliip  exprelTcd  his  entire  approbation  of  the  no- 
ble and  learned  Lord's  amendment,  becaufe  It  would  take  off 
a  burthen  from  the  admiralty-board,  which  was  extremely 
difagreeable,  and  would  of  courfe  prevent  a  poiUbility  of 
{ufpicion,  that  the  admiralty-board  had  afted  with  partiality 
in  convening  the  raeipbers  who  were  to  conftitute  the  court. 
Puke  of  The  Duke  of  Manchcfter  got  up,  he  faid,  with  great  diffi- 
JUnchiJUr^  dence  to  deliver  his  opinion,  when  it  differed  lb  eflentially 
from  that  of  the  noble  Earl,  who»had,  from  his  long  experi- 
ence in  naval  affairs,  and  along  acquaintance  with  wbalcver 
was  done  under  the  dirc£lions  of  the  adniiralty-hoard,  fo  ma- 
ny opportunities  of  being  niuch  better  informed  on  the  lub- 
jeft  ;  oevcrthclefs  he  was  led  to  imagine,  that  the  noble  Earl 
had  forgotten  the  general  ufage,  rdativc  to  the  conftituting 
naval  courts-martial,  or  he  would  never  have  afTerted,  that 
having  a  fufHcient  number  of  flag-officers  on  fuch  trials,  was 
unufual,  or  was  unattended  to  as  unneceliary.  He  faid,  be 
Jiad  an  abflrad  in  his  hand,  which  would  prove  the  contrary, 
and  fhew  that  the  noble  Lord  himfelf  once  held  another  opi- 
pionj 

Jt  wffs  in  the  cafe  of  bringing*  Admiral  Mathews  to  triak 
That  gentleman  having  presented  a  memorial  to  the  admi- 
pralty-board,  complaining  of  the  hardlliip,  fcverity,  and  in- 
juftice  which  had  been  done  to  him,  in  procraflinating  and 
delaying  his  trial ;  the  board  anfwered,  that  it  proceeded 
not  from  any  negle£t  or  defigned  delay,  but  merely  to  wait 
till  the  fervice  would  admit  of  having  as  many  flag-officers  as 
poffible  on  the  trial,  fuch  being  the  moft  competent  judges 
of  the  condud  of  an  officer  in  nigh  command.  His  Grace 
read  the  abftrajft,  and  the  f^gnaturc  to  this  pfficiial  defence^ 
figned  Bedford,  Sandwich,  Anion,  &c. 
D«ke  of  Duke  of  Bolton  enforced  the  fame  argument,  and  prefled 
^ohfm.  jj  j^5  ^  profelfional  n\an ;  obferving,  that  the  charges  laid 
againft  Mr.  ]^eppel  as  commander  in  jchkf,  muft  only  go  to 
an  impeachment  of  iiis  coucage  or  his  condu/ft^  The  former 
was  not  pretended  |  t}ie  latter  thet>  being  the  o^ily  ground, 
and  in  fa£t  the  Kky^tQ.  of  the  ieveral  charges  inade  by  the  ac- 
cctfcry  his  C^race  fubmitted  to  tt^e  good  fenfe'  of  the  com- 
minec;,  whether  young  officers  were  proper  judges  of  the  con- 
du£l  of  aperfon  aAingin  a  fituation  they  muft  be  totally  un- 
acquainted with.  As  to  the  other  amendment  propofed  by 
the  noble  Lord^  relative  to  the  confining  the  mcinbers  to  the 
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court  pending  the  trial,  to  the  houfc  in  which  it  fliould  be 
holden,  he  exprelTed  his  utmoft  difapprobation  and  abhor- 
rence of  it,  as  totally  fevere  and  unncceilary,  as  anfwering 
no  good  pnrpofc,  but  only  tending  to  add  to  thp  very  difa- 
greeable  circunaftances  inevitably  attending  fuch  a  (ituation, 
He  faid,  be  always  diflikcd'it ;  he  was  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
incoQveniencies  which  in  many  inftances  it  had  been  pro- 
dttftive  of ;  and  it  only  was  meant  to  prevent  the  members 
of  die  court  from  mixing  with  people  without  doors,  and  of 
cottrfe  from  receiving  any  impreflions  which  might  operate 
to  influence  their  decifion  :  he  was  perfuaded,  that  it  was  aa 
idle  and  itiefiicacious  atteppt.  Though  confined  to  th« 
houfe,  they  would  be  at  liberty  to  coQnmunicate  with  their 
friends ;  and  if  they  could  break  their  oaths  of  inviolable  fe- 
crecy,  not  to  divulge  their  opinions  out  of  their  private  de- 
liberations and  confultations,  it  would  be  an  abfurd  expec* 
tatlon  to  reftrain  them  in  any  other  manner. 

His  Grace  then  explained  the  reafons  and  motives,  that 
originally  gave  birth  to  this  claufe,  which  was  the  trial  o£ 
Admiral  Mathews  in  1745,  when  the  members  being  at  li- 
berty, the  trial  was  lengthened  out  to  fix  weeks,  and  in  the 
courfeof  it,  one  or  two  of  the  members  were  arrefled  by  aa 
order  of  the  then  Cbief  Juflice  [Willes]  of  the  common 
pleas.  • 

His  Grace  obfcrved,  that  naval  courts-martial  formed  a 
fpccies  of  criminal  jurifdiflion  in  this  refpeft,  totally  repug- 
nant to  the  courts  of  common  law,  or  indeed  any  other  pourt 
civil  or  criminal,  fanftioned  by  the  common  law.  They  werp 
in  h€t  neither  a  grand  jury,  nor  a  petty  jury,  though  they  par- 
took in  fome  meafure  of  the  nature  of  both ;  and  the  nearefl 
refemblance  they  bore  to  any  jurifdidion  was  to  that  cxer  . 
cited  by  their  Lordfhips;  for,  like  them,  they  afted  both 
jurors  and  jadgcs.  So  in  their  manner  of  proceeding,  like 
their  L>ordibips,  courts- martial  adjourned  from  day  to  day^ 
and  yet  neither  the  objeft  of  trial  and  enquiry,  nor  of 
joflicc,  was  ever  deemed  to  be  defeated  or  impeded  by  fuch 
adjournments.  The  members  of  a  court-martial  were  befides 
fworn  to  inviolable  fecrecy  :  there  did  not  therefore,  in  hi» 
opinion,  remain  a  fingle  plea  for  prcfcrving  the  inquifitoria} 
cfaufc,  moved  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  ;  and  whe- 
Acrhis  Lordfhip  adhered  to  it,  or  gave  it  up,  on  the  pre** 
fentoccafion,  he  was  determined  t6  move  for  a  total  re- 
peal of  the  claufe,  ;is  it  flood  in  the  aft  of  ^2  George  II. 
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I-»nl  Cbsm-  The  Lord  Chancellery  after  acknowledging  that  a  proper 
«^-  deference  ought  to  be  paid  moft  certainly,  to  whatever  fell 
from  the  noble  Lords  who  had  thenifclves  been  in  theiirrvice, 
and  were  by  habit  and  long  experience  familiar  with  the 
cuftoms  of  the  navy,  and  the  neceffity  of  altering  old  law*:, 
or  cnaAing  remedial  provifions,  faid  the  prefent  was  not  the 
time  proper  for  taking  lb  general  and  important  a  fubjeft  into 
confidcration.  The  claufc  alluded  to,  as  it  flood  in  the  fta- 
tutc  of  22  George  IL  might  or  might  not  be  a  proper  one  ; 
but  it  did  not  apply  to  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  prefent  bill, 
which  was  meant  only  as  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the 
law,  framed  on  purpofe  to  accommodate  the  place  of  trial  to 
Mr.  Keppel's  ftate  of  health,  which  would  not  permit,  with 
fafety  to  his  perfon,  his  being  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  at  that  feafon  of  the  year. 

So  far  as  this,  the  purpofes  and  avowed  principle  of  the 
bill  went,  and  uo  farther ;  and  fo  far  the  provlfions  of  the 
bill  ought  to  be  clear,  pofitive,  and  fpecific.  He  aiTured 
their  Lordfliips,  the  fame  met  with  his  hearty  concurrence ; 
but  when  thofe  ends  were  fecurcd,  in  his  opinion,  the  aft  of 
22  George  IL  ought  to  be  faithfully  adhered  to  in  every 
other  inftance.  What  the  noble  Duke  promifed  to  do  here- 
after, might  appear  extremely  worthy  of  their  Lordfliips'  at- 
tention, but  at  prefent  /lothing  of  the  kind  could  properly 
come  within  the  contemplation  of  the  Houfjp. 

The  latter  claufe,  as  moved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  was 
agreed  to,  as  likewife  the  other,  for  ordering  the  manner  of 
conftituting  the  court  to  be  exaftly  fimilar  to  the  mode 
prefcribed,  by  the  aft  of  22  George  IL  by  a  fign  or  flag 
hoiftcd  aboard  a  certain  (hip,  &c. 

n  he  feveral  amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  reported  the  next  day. 
December  22. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  this  day  reported,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  amendment  of  fubftituting  **  infirmities**  in- 
ftead  of  "  indifferent  ftate  of  health,"  amended  by  fub- 
ftituting the  words  "infirm  ftate  of  health*^  for  "infirmi- 
ties,*' on  a  motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  the 
bill  and  intendments  ordered  to  oe  fent  to  the  Commons  for 
their  concurrence, 

December  24. 

This  day,  the  bill  being  returned  by  the  Commons,  with- 
out any   alteration  of  their  Lordlhips'  amendments,  it  re- 
ceived the  roy£il  aflent  by  commiflion^  and  the  Honfe  ad- 
journed to  the  20th  of  January* 
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January  20,   1779. 

The  Lords  met,  purfuanf  to  adjournrncnt,  but  there  were 
no  debates  on  any  public  bufinefs  until  the  fifteentk  day  oT 
February. 

February   15. 

Duke  of  Bfilton  ftated  a  kind  of  complaint,  that  hje  couM  Duke  of 
not  procure  the  memorial  lent  to  the  admiralty -board,  and^*^**' 
figned  by  the  members  of  the  cour|;-martial,  complaining  of 
the  inconveniences  of  being  confined  to  the  houfe  where  the 
conrt-martial  was  held  durinj^  the  trial.  His  Grace  faid, 
that  he  had  applied  to  the  prefident,  Admiral  Pye,  for  a  co- 
py, while  at  Portfmouth,  but  that  he  left  town  without  re- 
ceiving an  anfwer  from  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  who  had  written 
one.  His  Grace  complained  that  this  anfwer  from  Sir  Tho- 
mas Pye  had  been  delayed  at  the  pofl*  office,  as  appeared  by- 
its  date,  and  the  poft-mark  on  the  outiide,  and  that  it  had 
been  opened  ;  he  was  forry,  he  faid,  to  obferve,  that  it  had 
been  the  Ihameful  prafticc  of  late  to  open  letters  of  private 
correfpondence  between  gentlemen,  though  contrary  to  the 
oath  of  the  poft-mafter  general;  and  he  hoped,  as  one  of 
them  was  a  member,  and  prefent,  this  matter  would  be  ex- 
plained. 

Duke  of  Richmond  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  charges,  trial,  Duke  of 
and  fentencc  of  the  court-martial  held  on  Admiral  Keppel,  -R»^^««»'» 
which  was  agreed  to.  A  queftion  arofe  upon  the  propriety 
of  the  motion,  whether  it  (Hould  be  by  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
or  by  ;*n  order  to  the  proper  officer,  in  which  the  Lord  Chan- 
c  Ilor  fupported  the  propriety  of  the  addrefs;  and  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Lords  Camden  and  Effingham  were  for  the 
order  to  the  proper  officer,  which  was  at  length  agreed  to. 

Tht  Marquis  of  Rockingham  then  rofe  and  acquainted  their  Mtrquii  of 
Lordihips  with  his  intention  of  moving  the  thanjcs  of  the  R^ckin^ham 
Houfe,  the  next  day,  to  Admiral  Keppel.  His  original 
intention  was  to  have  moved  it  immediately,  but  as  he  wifbed 
not  to  have  his  motion  confider^d  as  a  motion  of  furprize,  he 
thought  proper  to  give  this  intimation.  Obje£lions  were 
taken  by  feveral  noble  lords,  as  to  the  moft  proper  mode  of 
getting  at  the  papers,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Sand- 
wich, but  at  length  the  following  motion  was  made,  put,  and 
carried. 

**  That  the  proper  officer  be  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
that  Houfe,  copies  of  the  charge  and  tentence,  with  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  rerativc  to  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel." 
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Februmy  i6, 
•  Duke  bf  Bxilun  opened  the  bufincfs  of  this  dajj  with 
fiating  more  circumftantia'Uy  his  grounds  of  complaint  againft 
the  flopping  or  delaying  his  Ictterb  in  the  poft-office.  The 
matter  being  rather  of  a  private  than  .a  public  nature,  the 
Houfe  (cem^  dcfirotis  to  get  into  the  order  of  the  day. 

As  foon  as  his  Grace  fat  down,  a  cry  arofe  for  the  order  of 
the  day,  which  was  loudly  preffed  for  by  feveral  court  Lords. 
The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  already  prefemed  himfelf 
to  the  Houfe. 

Earl  of  Saruhuich  wifhed  to  have  the  firft  order  of  the 
day  firft  gone  into*;  that  refpe£ting  thefecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  for  altering  fome  of  the  provifions  of  the  ftatute  of  the 
22dofthe  late  king,  for  the  regulating  and  good  govern^* 
ment  of  the  navy  ;  the  more  particularly  fo,  as  be  had  a  mo* 
lion  to  mike  refpeding  it. 

Earl  of  Denbigh.  warn>ly  urged  the  going  into  the  firft  or- 
der of  the  d»y,  in  preference  to  every  other  bufinefs. 

Duke  of  ChandjS,  Lord  Dudley ^  and  fome  other  noble  Lords, 
declared  themieives  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Earl  Bathurft  fpoke  to  order.  His  Lordfhip  obfcrved,  that 
there  was  more  than  one  order  flood  for  this  day.  That  in 
general  the  order  firft  entered  on  the  journals  was  entitled  to 
precedency,  as  a  matter  of  courfe ;  not  but  their  Lordfliips 
were  competent  lo  poftpone  or  anticipate,  as  they  might  think 
proper.  A  clear  difiinSion  was  vifible  on  the  prefentoc- 
cafion,  becaufe  the  order  to  which  the  noble  Marquis,  now 
on  his  legs,  had  rofc  to  fpeak,  was  an  order  on  which  their 
LordOiips  had  been  fpecially  fummoiie^  to  attend,  and  which 
in  fa<3,  its  well  as  the  genuine  language  of  Parliament,  ren- 
dered it  the  firft  order  of  the  day. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  and  Lord  Dudley  both  fpoke  to  the  point 

^Mdwub.  of  order,  and  contioverled   the  doiftrine  laid  down  by  the 

learned  Lord. 
Lord  CUn-      Lord  Chancellor  faid  he  was  farfrom  acceding  to  the  propo- 
€€lkr.         ficion,  in  the  extent  it  had  been  liid  down  by  the  learned  Lord ; 
but  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  matter  of  fuch  indifference,  that 
he  wiftitd  the  noble  Marquis  might,  be  pcTmitted  to  proceed. 
Mtrquii  of     Marquis  of  Rockingham  then  moved,  *'  that  a  copy  of  the 
^*fii»^4«»,fcntcnceof  the  court-martial  upon  the  Hon,  Auguftus  Kep- 
pel,   admiral  of  the  blue,  together  with  the  charges  exhibited 
againft  faid  admiral,   by  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palifer,  re- 
lative to  the  condudl  of  his  admiral,  on  the  27th  and  aSth  of 
July  lait,  be  now  read,"  and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly. 

He 
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_  He  introduced  his  motion  with  a  feinr  prefatory  obfervsu 
tiotis  on  the  eminent  dererta  of  the  admiral,  whom  he  waa 
proud  Co  call  bis  honourable  friend  ;  on  the  cruel  treatment 
he  had  received  from  adminiftration,  and  the  means  that  had 
been  devifed  to  rob  him  of  his  life,  or,  which  to  him  would 
appear  infinitely  more  terrible,  to  difrobe  him  of  his  honour 
and  his  profeffional  reputation. 

His  Lordihip  then  entered  into  detail.  He  defcanted  on 
the  nature  of  the  charge,  the  time  of  bringing  it  forward, 
the  panicular  circumftances  which  brought  it  into  exiftence, 
which  was  a  principle  of  felf-impunity  and  recrimination  in 
the  accufer,  and  of  malevolence,  envy,  and  perfecution,  in 
thofe  who  had  the  power,  but  not  the  will,  to  put  a  ftopto  fucb 
a  fcene  of  perfonal  cruelty  and  injuftice,  in  the  firft  ftage. 

He  prefumed,  that  after  hearing  the  contents  of  the  papers 
which  had  now  been  read,  there  would  be  very  little  occafioo 
to  have  recourfe  to  any  other  proofs  of  the  propriety  of  the 
motion  he  was  about  to  make.  A  motion  to  return  the  thanks 
of  that  Houfe  to  the  gallant  admiral  for  his  very  meritorious 
fervices  ;  for  he  doubted  not,  but  it  would  be  agreed  to  by 
every  individual  Lord  prefent.— Even  his  fecret  eneiines,  if 
any  fuch  were  preent,  would  find  themfelves  fo  peculiarly 
circumftanced,  as  to  contradiA  their  inward  feelings  and  t^ 
cret  wiihes,  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Being  on  his  legs,  however,  hecould  not  omit  the  opportunity 
he  had  of  his  teftifying  his  fentiments,  refpeAing  that  great  na* 
val  officer,  whom  ne  efteemed  to  be  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
his  country  ;  of  confummate  (kill  and  experience  in  his  pro* 
fefion,  and  one  of  its  beft  bulwarks  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

He  did  not  ihaan  to  give  oiFehce,  but  he  could  not  help 
obferving,  that  there  were  many  very  fufpicious  circumftancea 
attending  the  fate  of  this  great  man,  from  the  very  day  of 
battle,  until  the  inftant  he  was  brought  to  trial.  He  was  then 
in  the  country,  and  occafionally  moved  to  feveral  parts  of  it» 
and  he  could  not  but  obferve,  that  no  fooner  had  the  account 
of  the  engagement  reached  the  public  knowledge,  than  re» 
ports,  pretended  faAs,  anecdotes,  and  remark^  on  tha  A<iau* 
ral's  condud,  began  to  be  difieminated  to  his  difadvantage. 
He  knew  the  zeal,  the  ardour,  the  ability,  of  Mr,  Keppel,  too 
well  to  permit  thofe  reports  to  puke  the  (eaft  io^reffion  on  hia 
mind.  As  certain  peridds  advanced,  be  was  more  and  more 
convinced,  that  thofe  mifreprefentationa  originated  all  from 
the  fame  quarter;  yet  when  the  charges  came  forward  in  the 
powerfdl,  formidable  fhape  they  did,  he  confeffed,  he  waa  ftaf- 
geicd  i  and  though  be  never  doubled  of  the  admiral'a  sed, 
R  a  CM* 
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courage  and  ability,  as  a  feaman^  he  confcfle<^  he  retained 
fome  oonbts^  whether  from  his  liberality  of  fpirit,  and  v  n- 
fcloufners  of  having  ai^cd  as  an  honeft  man,  anu  perrormti 
bia  duty,  he  had  hot  adipinifiered  a  pretence  to  his  enemies  to 
kfft6i  his  diigracc. 

That  it  wa^  this  particularly  which  called  hrni  dov.  n  toPcrrt:- 
mouth,  to  be  prefent  at  the  t,rial.  There  he  ftaytd  the  grc^t- 
eft  f»Tt  of  the  time,  and  that  was  the  only  apology  he.  had  f:f 
^ng  abfcnt  from  his  place  in  that  Houfe  fur  five  weeks  ;  aa 
;ibrehce  otherwifc  inexcufablc  at  fo  critical  and  important  a 
period  as.  the  prefent :  a  period  in  which  the  uiiu^  ft  cxcrtioo 
of  every  one  of  their  Lordlhips  was  foprcffingly  c-ill.d  for. 
.  This  atlcndaince  at  Portfmouth  led  him  to  be  a  witncfs  of 
the  exemplary  conduft  of  the  court-martial ;  a  condu£l,  ccn- 
fidered  with  all  its  circumftauces,  which  rauft  do  the  gentle^ 
men  who  compofcd  it  eternal  htonour,  in  the  eyes  of  every 
noble  and  learned  Lord  prefent.  He  wifhed  to  avoid  p-i- 
ticukrs ;  but  only  coafidcr,  for  :.n  inftant,  their  p^;ience 
and  forbearance.  To  fit  to  hear  out  a  caufe,  to  the  ver>  iafi 
ftage,  which  the  bvideace  in  no  part,  on  the  fi'ie  of  the  pro- 
fecution-,  was  able  to  fup{^ort.  Such  an  accufation,  he  ap- 
p4^ed  to  the  noble  and  and  learned  lyords  prefent,  and  which 
wis  known  to  every  perfon  convecfant  in  our  judicial  trials  at 
common  law,  as  would  not  be  perpiitted  to  remain  an  intlant 
in  coart.  But  that  was  not  all ;  when  even  thefe  forms  were 
gope  through,  what  further  ta(k  did  the  court  impofe  on  it- 
Idf?  Not  the  bare  acquittal,  as  i  matter  of  courfe  on  the  evi- 
dence brought  to  fupport  the  profecu:ion.  No  j  though  a 
court  of  juftice,  they  went  a  (lep  farther;  they  aded  as  a 
oiisrt  of  honour^  They  admitted  the  admiral  to  his  defence, 
when  no  defence  was  necfffary,  except  in  the  full  maintenance 
of  his  honour.  They  fat  feveral  days,  only  to  hear  fo  many 
frcAcyidertecs  df  his  fkill,  valour,  and  conduct  ;  and  the  refult 
of.thc  whole  was,  that  from  the  maUce  of  bis  enemies,  Mr.  Kep- 
pel  arrived  to  an  honour  which  po  other  profefi^onal  man  ever 
experienced,  Were  his  Vidories  or  fervices  ever  fo  tranfcen- 
dently.  mtritorrons.  The  moit  able,  difinterefted,  and  gallant 
fet  <Sf  officfers,  that  evtr  did  honour  to  any  country,  fcemed  to 
vie  with  eath  0(!her,  and  contended  which  fhould  bemoftloud, 
decifive,  and  warm  in  bellowing  the  higbeft,  the  moft  deferv- 
cd^  and  beft  earned  encomiums  on  hk  good  condud,  bravery, 
and  unrivaled  judgment. 

..The  Marquis  concluded  with  obfcrving,  that  he  found 
Umfdf  obliged  cochvck  his  feelings,  left  a  zeal  flowing  from 
f  ...»  the 
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tl)e  mod  full  and  compleat  con  virion,  fhould  adopt  tKe  ap- 
pearance of  prejudgment  or  partiality  ;  or  as  if  fo  eminent 
ana  illnftrlmjs  a  ch»ra<9cr  called  for  the  aid  of  his  feeble  voic6 
to  prociaim  what  mull  now  be  acknowledged  by  his  greateft 
enemies. 

Tne  Marquis  then  moved,  **  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Houfe  be  given  to  the  Hon.  Admiral  Aguftus  Keppel,  for 
his  diftinguithed  courage,  condu£l  and  abilities,  in  defending 
this  kingdom,  in  the  courfe  of  th::  laft  fummer  ;  efFeSually 
^oteding  its  trade,  as  far  as  his  command  extended ;  and 
more  particularly  for  having  glorioufly  upheld  the  honoar  of 
the  Bntifb  Sag  on  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  July  laft/'    • 

The  motion   was   fcconded   by  the  Dxikt  of  Bolton^  titid^^^^ 
agreed  to,  .and   was  followed  by  another,  to  defire  that  the      '*"* 
li')rd  Chancellor, do  caufe  a  copy  of  faid  vote  to  be  tranfmLC- 
tcd  to  the  faid  Admiral. — Ordered. 

(COP    Y.) 

SIR, 
I  iiave  the  fatisfa£tion  to  have  received  the  commands  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  nemine  dijfentiente^  to  tranfmit  to  you 
tt^e  tlianks  of  their  Lordfhips  for  your  condu£b  in  defending  '   - 

this  kingdom,  protecting  its  trade,  and  maintaining  the  ho-  «  # 

noarof  the  Britiih  flag,  exprefTed  in  the  fuileft  and  htgheft 
fenfe  of  applaufe. 

No  private  vT>ice  can  add  to  fo  fplendid  an  encomium--ii 
permit  me,  however,  to  congratulate  you  on  this  diftinguifli« 
ingmark  of  approtnition,  which  a  grateful  country  confers 
00  your  zeal  and  merit  in  the  fervrce  of  the  public. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Qrmmd^flnei^  16th  Sir, 

Pib.  1779.         your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Thurlow, 
DUMartisy  16  Ftbruarit\  1779. 
Ordered,  nemine  diffentiinttj  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  Parliament  ailembled.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe 
Ik  given  to  the  Honourable  Admiral  Atiguftus  Keppel,  for  his 
diftinguifhed  courage,  condud  and  ability  in  defending  this 
kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  efFe<3uaily  pro- 
tediog  its  trade,  as  far  as  his  command  extended  ;  and  more 
particularly  for  his  having  glorioufly  upheld  the  Britifh  flag 
on  the  27th  and  28ch  of  July  laft;  and  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor do  caufe  the  fame  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  fatd  Admi- 
ral. Ashley  Cowper, 

Cler,  Parliamentor. 
My 
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My  Lord, 
The  very  diftinguifhed  notice  which  the  Houfe  of  Lords  hat 
been  pleafed  to  take  of  my  fervices  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fummer,  confers  on  me  the  higheft  honour ;  the  advantages 
which  their  Lordfliips  have  thought  worthy  of  their  thanks, 
are  due  to  God*s  bleifing,  to  the  gallant  behaviour  of  many 

{reat  and  able  officers  who  ferved  in  the  fleets  and  to  the 
ravery  of  the  feamen.  I  can  only  fay,  that  the  warmcft 
gratitude  for  this  great  honour  and  favour  will  make  me  ever 
deiirous  of  meriting  it  by  the  moft  ftrenuous  endeavours  to 
ferve  my  counrtry. 

X  beg  leave  to  return  your  Lordfliip  my  beft  thanks  for  the 
flattering  and  polite  manner  in  which  you  have  been  plea(e4 
to  communicate  to  me  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 

I  have  the  hon^^ur  to  be, 
Judley-fquarty  with  much  refpeS, 

Feb.  17,  1779.  your  Lord(hip*s  moft  obedient 

and  very  humble  fervant, 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Thurlow,  A.  Kbppel^ 

Lord  Chancellor. 

Dttkeof  Duke  of  Richmond  ftood  up,  he  faid^  to  move  for  certain 

^f^khmoMi.    papers  repeSing  the  mana<>ement  of  Greenwich  hofp'tal. 

His  Grace  opened  fhortly  the  grounds  of  his  motion,  and 
theobjefts  to  which  he  meant  to  dircft  them,  ,He  faid,  the 
motives  which  more  particularly  brought  him  into  this  bufi* 
nefs,  was  the  printed  cafe  publilhcd  by  Captain  Baillie,  which 
as  a  governor  of  the  Hofpital,  he  fent  to  him.  If  the  faf^s 
ftated  therein  were  true,  and  could  be  fupported  by  proper 
evidence,  it  was  plain  to  him,  that  the  charter  was  violated  ; 
the  powers  derived  under  it  abufed ;  and  the  whole  of  that  no-> 
He  and  extcnfive  provilion  for  veteran  feamen,  retired  from 
fervice,  or  rendered,  through  age,  infirmities,  or  the  wounds 
received  in  their  country's  caufe,  unable  to  go  to  fea,*nioft 
fhamefully  mifmanaged  or  neglefted.  Nay  more,  ;f  it'lfaould 
come  out,  that  the  very  man,  who,  as  an  a£t  of  duty  and 
humanity,  endeavoured  to  point  out  tbofe  abufes  in  order  to 
correS  or  remove  them,  was  crufhed  by  the  weight  of  power,! 
It  would  be  a  matter  deferving,  highly  dcferving  their  Lord'* 
fliips'  attention,  to  dilcover  by  what  means  this  was  cfFefted, 
It  already  appeared  that  Mr.  Baillie  was  a  profecuted  man  ; 
he  had  been  brought  into  Weftminfter-Hall,  under  drcum* 
ftances  the  moft  ruinous  and  oppreffive,  if  innocent.  He 
had  been  difmiiTed  from  his  poft ;  and  when  the  papers 
^oved  for  came  before  the  Houie^  acconipanied  with  the  ne- 
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ctSiTj  parole  evidence^  it  would  remain  with  their  Lordifatpt 
to  determine,  whether  Captain  Baillie  was  not  a  perfecuted  as 
well  as  a  profecuted  man* 

His  Grace  made  the  three  following  motions,  which  after 
a  very  tedious  add  lo  the  extent  it  was  carried,  a  very  uninte* 
reftingdiicuffioD,  pafled  in  the  affirmative. 

That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  copy  of  his  Majefty's 
charter  incorporating  the  commiffipners  and  governors  of  the 
Royal  Hofpital  for  feamen  at  Greenwich,  datevi  6th  Decem- 
ber, j  775  ;  alCb 

Captain  BdilHe*s  letter  to  Lord  Sandwich  with  his  printed 
afc,  of  the  7th  of  March  1778  ;  alfo 

A  Copy  of  Captain  Baillie's  official  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  inclofing  another  printed  cafe  of 
the  26th  of  March  1778. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  declared  that  the  fecond  paper  moved  for  Earl  of 
by  the  noble  Duke,  was  loft  or  miflaid.  He  remembered  ^^^dvfkh* 
he  received  fuch  a  letter  with  the  publication  alluded  to,  but 
hehadnotleen-itforamonthpafty  nor  could  after  the  moft 
diligent  refearches  find  it.  There  was  not  a  fcrap  of  paper 
in  his  poflefBon,  which  he  had  not  that  morning  turned  over, 
butalltonopurpofe.  But  he  believed  the  letter  was  of  no 
great  coofe^uencc  :.it  was  of  a  private  nature,  and  addrefTed 
to  him  in  his  individual  capacity. 

Duke  of  Ricbmcndvf om\A  not  admit  that  it  partook  in  the  Duke  of 
leaftof  the  nature  of  a  private  letter.  It  was  addrelTed  to  *^^«w^* 
him  in  his  official  character,  as  firft  commiffioner  of  a  boa-d, 
which  had  the  controal,  and  in  a  great  meafure  the  diicftion, 
of  the  hofpital.  The  paper  was  of  a  public  nature,  and  was 
ofgreat  confequence  to  the  enquiry  ;  and  if  any  perfon  in  of- 
fice could  rife  m  his  individual  capacity  and  fay,  that  hemif- 
hid  an  official  paper,  the  proper  cuftody  of  which  did  not 
belong  to  him,  then  indeed  all  motions  for  papers  might  be 
rendered  nugatory  and  inefFecual. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  replied,  that  he  did  not  wifti  to  withhold  l^^^'^f 
the  paper,  though  he  ftill  thought  it  of  a  private  nature,  when  ^'■•""'^ 
addrefled  10  him.  Probably  Captain  Baillie  might  ha\e  a 
copy  of  the  letter  by  him;  if  he  had,  and  produced  it,  and 
that  it  correfponded  with  that  addreffcd  to  him,  he  wab  very 
ready  to  acknowledge  the  contents,  as/ar  as  his  memory  (er- 
ved  him  to  rccollefk  them.  As-  to  the'  noble  Duke's  apiJica* 
tion  of  a  withholding  public  papers,  he  was  conrcious,  fo  far 
as  it  applied  to  his  coniduft  in  the  prefent  inftance,  tliat  he 
was  entirely  innocent.  The  letter  was  cither  loft  or  m*»flaid, 
lod  all  the  reparation  in  his  power  to  make,  was  i»  acki^ow- 
3  ^S^ 
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}edge  the  receipt  of  fuch  a  letter.  He  hoped  the  accident  was 
no  crime  ;  if  it  wa«,  he  was  ready  to  fiibmit  to  it  with  all  its 
confequences. 
Lord  GUn-  Lord  Chancellor  obferved,  that  the  motions  made  by  the 
ttliw.  noble  Duke  lecmed  to  be  improper  on  two  accounts.  7'o  calt 
for  prirate  letters  under  the  idea  of  making  them  public  do- 
cuments for  Parliamentary  enquiry,  was  in  his  opinion  ex- 
tremely improper  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  equally 
improper  and  unprecedented,  to  call  upon  adminiftratiori  tor 
publications  which  were  in  every  body's  hands.  The  printed 
cafe  alluded  to  was  diflcm'nated  through  the- whole  kingdom, 
and  why  the  admiralty-board  or  any  other  board  or  office 
{hould  be  called  upon  tp  produce  what  was  either  notorioijlly 
known,  or  might  with  facility  be  procured  in  another  manner, 
appeared  to  him  a  very  novel  mode  of  Parliamentary  proceed- 
ing. Two  things  were  neccffary  in  the  moving  for  papers. 
Tbefii*ft,  that  the. papers  fought  be  particularly  defcribed  ; 
the  other,  that  they  (hould  be  ofl&ce  papers,  properly  fo called. 
Neither  the  printed  cafe  nor  letter  came,  in  his  opinion,  with- 
in thcfe  dcfcriptions  ;  and  if  a  latitude  of  calling  upon  the 
King's  fcrvants  in  any  manner  and  upon  every  occalion  was 
to  prevail,  the  confequcncc  would  be,  that  any  paper,  how- 
ever impertinent  to  the  matter  before  the  Houfe,  might  be 
called  and  deemed  a  document  of  ofHce. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  Richmond  faid  he  was  ready  to  join  iffue  with  the 
Rktwymd,  learned  and  noble  Lord.  The  letter  came  within  his  Lord- 
Ihip's  own  dclcription.  It  was  fent  from  an  inferior  to  a  fu- 
perior  officer,  upon  a  fubjeft  competent  to  the  t^fficer  to  (late, 
and  for  his  principal  to  enquire  into,  to  fee  whether  the  mat- 
ter lb  dated  was  wejl  founded.  As  to  Captain  Baillie's  cafe, 
which  the  learned  Lord  ha.l  already  prejudged,  he  could  not  lay, 
but  the  learned  Lord's  language  was  rather  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, to  call  a  puhlication'imfjcrtinentwhich  was  nor  before  the 
Houfc,  and  of  courfeon  which  no  opinion  whatever  could  be 
regviUrly  given.  It  was  not  ufual  in  thatHoufe  to  condemn 
even  in  argument,  any  publication  before  it  was  properly  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  much  Icfs  before  a  fyllable  of  its  contents 
wasfuppofed  to  be  known.  Probably  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  formed  his  opinion  before  he  became  a  member  of 
tbatHcuie,  when  he  was  conlulted  as  counfel  by  the  admi- 
ralty-board in  the  prolccution  of  Captain  Baillie  ;  and  upon 
that  view  of  the  printed  cafe,  and  the  impreflion  it  made 
upon  him  at  the  time,  was  induced  to  call  the  paper  imperti- 
nent. 

:  ./,  Lord 
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Lord  CbanceUor  explained  what  he  meant  by  the  word  im-  Lord  cban^ 
pertinent^  which  was  no  more  than  it  wis  not  pertinent  to  eeUor, 
•the  obje£ls  of  the  enquiry ;  and  not,  as  had  been  imputed  to 
him  by  the  noble  Duke,  giving  his  opinion  on  what  the  pu* 
blication  contained.  The  matter  might  be  pertinent,  and 
(he  moving  in  the  manner  adopted  by  the  noble  Duke  for  the 
paper,  might  be  improper  ;  becaufe  not  being  an  office  docu- 
ment, none  of  his  Majefty's  fervants  were,  or  ought  to  be 
prefumed  to  be,  in  poffeffion  of  it.  He  faid,  there  was  no- 
thing he  more  earneftJy  deiired,  than  to  condu(^  himfelf  with 
coolnefs  and  temper,  nor  than  to  prevent  any  deviation  from 
it  in  others  5  and  he  could  not  but  hy^  that  he  was  peculiarly 
unfortunate,  to  be  fingled  out  as  a  perfon  guilty  of  the  very 
error  he  fo  induftrioufly  laboured  to  avoid, 

Duke  of  Richm:nd  acknowledged  that  he  was  naturally  ^uke  of 
warm,  and  had  never  ftudied  fo  much  to  thwart  his  native  Kkbmond, 
difpofuion  when  he  thought  he  was  in  the  right.  The  learned 
Lord's  explanation  oi  the  word  imperiinenu  was  a  clear  proof 
that  the  learned  Lord  himfelf  faw  plainly,  that  it  admitted  of 
a  double  meaning.  He  acquiciced,  however,  in  the  learned 
Lord's  interpretation',  that  impertinent  fometimes  fignified 
not  pertinent  or  applicable,  not  appofite  or  belonging,  and 
on  other  cccafions,  according  to  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
whole  phrafe,  impertinent  meant  rude,  infolent,  or  pert. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  propofed  to  amend  the  quefiion,  fo  as  to  Earl  of 
avoid  the  objefiion  ftated,  and  yet  include  in  it  every  thing  Sandwcb* 
defired  or  propofed. 

Duke  of  i^/Vi&m£»^  replied,  that  he  did  notdeiire  any  noble  Duke  of 
Lord  to  rife  and  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  framing  a  motion  Ricbmo^d* 
for  him. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  his  Grace's  refpeftive  motions, 
and  carried  without  a  divifion  or  further  oppofition. 

Earl  pf  Sandwich  now  rofe,  and  moved  for  copies  of  all  Earf  of 
memorials,    reports,    &c.    received  at  the  admiralty,  from  Sandwich^ 
the  commiffioners,  diretSors,  and  deputy  governor,  fincc  the 
year  1775,  together  with  a  lift  of  the  ieveral  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  hofpitaJ,  with  the  dates  of  their  femal  appoint- 
ments.    Ordered. 

Adjourned  to  the  18th. 

February  18, 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  commitment  of  the  Duke  of 
Bolton's  marine  bill. 

Lord   Chan£ellor  obferved,    that  he  thought  it  would  bcLord  CA«- 
hig.hly  expedient  to  poftpone  the  commitment  for  a  few  days,  r«/ilw. 
till  the  bill  prepared  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  might  be  brought 
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before  them.  There  were  feveral  amendments  made  in  the 
ad  alluded  to  there^  and  it  certainly  woul  1  be  proper  to  wait 
a  little  for  an  infpedion  of  them,  that  they  might  adopt  or  re* 
je£^,  juft  as  they  thought  proper.  He  had  been  told,  indeed, 
from  refpedable  authority,  that  there  were  none  of  thele 
amendments  that  were  likely  to  be  received,  but  yet  as  the 
reception  of  them  was  poffible,  it  would  certainly  be  wife  to 
defer  any  ftep  that  muft  preclude  that  reception,  till  after  thcii 
contents!  had  undergone  a  proper  examination.  He  therefore 
moved,  *^  that  the  confideration  of  this  bill  be  put  off  till 
Thurfday  fe*nnight,  the  2^th." 

Earl  of  Effingham  contended,  that  this  was  (hewing  the  iil- 
moft  indelicacy  towards  the  noble  Duke,  who  had  broug)it 
this  bill.     It  was  attempting  to  make  it  fubfervient  to 


0nkeof 
JLiebmind* 


in 

another  bill,  originating  at  a  fubfequent  period,  and  coming 
from  another  quarter.  His  Grace  had  given  very  early  notice 
of  his  intention,  and  this  method  of  taking  his  defi^  out  of 
his  hands,  by  promoting  a  ilmilar  z&  from  a  different  autho- 
rity, could  neither  anfwer  any  poffible  purpofe,  nor  did  it 
confift  with  that  decency  and  politenefs,  due  to  the  perfoa 
who  made  the  original  motion. 

Duke  of  Richmond^  in  reply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  (aid, 
that  he  had  heard  with  aftonifhment,  a  man  of  his 
talents,  reafon  fo  lightly  on  the  fubjcdl  before  theoi.  His 
Lord(hip,  he  faid,  argued  in  this  manner :  here  is  a  verr 
good  bill  before  us,  a  bill  entirely  unexceptionable;  then 
is  another  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  which  is  not  before  us, 
and  which  is  very  exceptionable ;  but  we  (hall  not  give  our 
confent  to  that  which  has  no  defe6^,  becaufe  there  is  another 
extraneous  bill  which  abounds  with  defers.  It  was  more- 
over, he  faid,  unparliamentary  to  recur  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  other  Houfe.  The  proceedings  of  that  affembly^  weie 
nothing  to  them,  if  they  did  not  lie  before  them.  His  Grace 
farther  remarked,  that  it  was  contrary  10  the  order  of  their 
proceedings,  to  introduce  any  new  motion  till  the  order  of 
the  day  wasdifmified,  and  therefore,  the  confider9tion  of  the 
prefent  bill  might  be  deferred  by  confent,  but  not  otherwife : 
for  his  part,  as  there  was  but  a  thin  affembly,  he  fhould  be 
very  agreeable  if  the  matter  was  poftponed. 
Mr^O^tf-  Lord  Chancellor  zgr^  to  this^  and  faid,  that  all  he  wiflied 
^''*  for,  was  to  prevent  the  abfurdity  of  a  duplicate  aft,  and  ts 

admit  the  poffible  opportunity  of  improving  the  one  bill  bf 
the  other. 
Earl  off/-      Earl  of  Effingham  remarked,  that  the  fole  obje^  of  the 
fn^bm*     PlJcc  of  Bolton's  bill  was,  to  give  relief  to  the  members  of 
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future  courts  martial,  and  as  he  underftood  another  would 
speedily  be  held,  they  ought  not  to  lofe  any  time  in  waiting 
for  a  bill  from  thecommons,  which  had  other  obje6ts  in  view, 
fuch  as  amending  other  caufes  in  the  old  ad,  which  might 
take  up  a  great  deal  of  time. 

Duke  of  Bolton  was  much  furprized  to  find  any  oppofition  t>oka.of 
to  proceedmg  on  his  bill ;    he   had  underftood  ffom  a  iioble  ^•^f"* 
Lord  then  abfent,  that  none  was  intended  to  be  made  in  the 
committee,  and  therefore  he  had  not  fummoned  the  Houfe* 
He  fupported  Lord  Effingham's  idea,   and  added,  he  knew 
the  naVal  officers  wanted  no  other  relief  than  the  repeal  of  the 
daufe  propofed  by  his  bill,  and  if  they  went  upOn  any  other 
plan  of  amending;  the  old  ad  in  the  other  Houfe,  their  bill 
would  be  loft.     However,  obfervinga  thin  Houfe,  he  moved 
to  difcharge  the  order  of  the  day,  and  to  make  another  for  go- 
ing into  a  committee  upon  it  next  day, 
February  19* 

The  Houfe  refblved  itfelf  into  a  committee  o(  the  whole 
Houfe,  Lord  Scarfdale  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  for  amending 
the  2&  (if  2ad  George  II.  relative  to  courts  martial,  which 
being  gone  through  without  a  debate^  the  fame  was  order- 
ed to  be  reported. 

Doke  of  Richmond  defired  to  trouble  their  Lordlhips  with  Dnke  of 
a  motion  of  the  utmoft  importance  intended  to  have  been^'^^**^ 
made,  with  many  others,  by  a  noble  Earl  [Earl  of  Briftol] 
whofe  profcffional  knowledge  made  him  matter  of  the  fubjeds 
to  which  they  related,  but  whofe  long  ill  ftate  of  health,  de«- 
privcd  him  of  the  honor  of  attending  the  Houfe.  He  fliould 
fiy  nothing  in  explanation  of  the  motions,  but  fliould  referve 
his  fentiments  to  the  time  when  the  papers  to  be  called  for  by 
thsm,  ihould  be  taken  into  confideration.  His  Grace  then 
moved^  ***  that  an  humble.addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  the  royal  navy,  as  it 
ftood  upon  the  navy- board  in  January  1 77 1. 

i^arl  of  Sandwich  faid,'  that  all  motions  for  papers,  or  on  any  ^arl  of 
matter  regarding   himfelf  as  a  private  individual  member  ofSandwitb* 
admmiftration,  or  of  the  particular  department  in  which  he 
prefided^  he  fliiould  moft  readily  acquiefce  in  $  but  whenever 
any  motion,  fuppofed  to  relate  only  to  himfelf,  ftood  con^ 
DtStcd  with  the  ftate,  and  the  going  into  it  might  prove  pre-*     1 
judicial  to  its  true  intereft,  he  fliould  ftrenuoufly  oppofe  it. 
As  to  the  prefent  motion  in  itfelf,  he  faw  no  harnt  in  it ;  but 
as  he  imagined  it  was  to  be  followed  by  others,  which  proba-> 
biy  would  be  of  a  Umilar  nature,  and  bring'^iht  ftate  of  the 
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nary  before  the  Houfe,  down  to  the  prefent  time,  be  (hould 
certainly  obic£^  to  it,  becaufe  be  thought  this  matter  had  been 
carried  too"  far  laft  year,  and  had  given  information  to  our 
enemies. 
Loid  Chan-  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  fpoke  to  order,  and  fubmitted  to 
tellor.  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  whether  this  motion,  ftanding  as 

it  did  by  itfelf,  without  any  explanation  of  the  defigncd  pur- 
port, or  the  o^e£l  it  aimed  at,  was  of  (ucb  a  nature  in  point 
of  jiarliamentary  wifdom,  that  it  ought  to  be  put  at  all.     His 
Lordfhip  faid,  it  was  not  fufficient  for  any  Lord  to  move  for 
papers  ; '  he  {hould  make  it  appear  that  he  had  reafons  fuffict* 
ent  to  make  it  competent  with  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  to 
call  for  fuch  papers.     The  motion  he  confiderod  as  frivolous, 
tending  to  no  end  o^  any  public  benefit  or  utility,  he  fhould 
therefore  certainly  objeQ  to  it. 
[      His  Lordfhip  was  up  feveral  times.     The  principal  argu- 
'  ments  he  made  ufe  of  were,  that  as  the  Houfe  was  to  addrefs 
his  Majefty  for  the  papers,  and  not  the  particular  member 
»     who   made  the  motion,  it  behoved  the  Houfe   to  have    the 
whole  maiter  before  them,  that  they  might  judge  of  the  ncccf- 
fity,  importance,  an^j  expediency  of  calling  for  any  particular 
papers,  and  he  was  free  to  confefs,  that  if  the  motion  made, 
and  thofc  that  were  to  follow,  had  any  tendency  to  expofe 
the  flate  of  the  fleet  to  onr  enemies,  he  (hould  be  againft 
them  all.     He  therefore  wifiicd  the  noble  Duke  would  ex* 
plain,  with  his  ul'ual  candour,  the  whole  intent  of  the  mo- 
tions in  his  hand.     And  he  begged  their  Lordfhips  to  confi- 
der  that  they  were  not  like  men  cooped  up  in  a  corner  of  a 
cabin  revealing  their  Icntinicnts  only  to  each  other  in  fecrer, 
but  what  they  laid  was  to  be  proclaimed  abroad  ;  and    what- 
ever members  of  cither  lloufe  of  Parliament  thought  fit  to 
declare  in  their  debates,  v/oukl  carry  a  weight  out  of  doors  in 
proportion  to  the  dignity  and   refpeftable  charaAers  of  the 
I'peakcrs  ;  on  which  account  he  cautioned  them  not  to  add  to 
the  avowed  dan'^crous  ftate  of  the  times,   by  entering  into 
enquiries,  which,   upon  a  prefumption  that  there  is  any  mif- 
inanagcment,   or  any  weaknefs  in  our  navy  or  government, 
would  only  incrcafo  ilic  misfortunes  of  the  nation,  by  reveal- 
ing them  ;  his  Lordfhip  alio  apgucd  ftrongly  againft  general 
alUcrtions  being  thrown  out  againft    members  of  adminiftra- 
tion  being  Peers  of  that  Houlc,  without  having  fpeciiic  char- 
ges againft  them,  to  be  iupportcd  with  evidences  of  the  fads. 
Dnlce  of  Duke.  of  Grafun  contended  for  the  motion  as  it  ftood  fin- 

Ctufton,      gly  J  it  was  fufficicnt  that  it  was  made  by  a  noble  Duke  ;  an^ 
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Peer  had  a  right  to  make  a  motion,  and  it  was  agreeable  to 
parliamentary  ufage  to  demand  the  papers  of  public  offices 
without  affigoing  the  motive.  The  nation  is  in  critical  cir- 
cumilances  ;  the  public  cxpeft  an  inquiry  into  the  condufb 
of  its  rulers,  and  Parliament  would  be  reduced  to  a  mere  re- 
gifter  office,  if  this  privilege  was  to  be  given  up. 

Lord  Camden  fpoke  chiefly  to  the  point  of  order,  and  ap-  Lord  c^. 
pealed  to  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  memory  of  <'«• 
every  Peer  of  old  ftandlng  in  the  Houfe,  whether  it  is  not 
the  conftant  ufage  of  Parliament  for  individual  members  to 
make  motions  for  papers,  without  entering  into  the  intention 
of  the  motions,  till  the  papers  were  before  the  Houfe,  and 
ibme  refolutions  refpefting  the  fubjeft  matter  of  them  were 
to  be  deduced  from  them.  In  his  opinion  fuch  motions  were 
tobeput^  without  further  queftion  upon  them,  and  either 
accepted  or  rejected. 

Earl  of  Sbelburne  fupported  the  fame  argument,  but  wifhed  Earl  of 
the  noble  Duke,  who  made  the  motion,  had  fatisfied  the  no-  SbilbMrm. 
ble  Lords  on  the  other  fide,  that  all  his  motions  tended  to 
fome  national  objeft,  and  were  not  defigned  to  convey  any 
information  to  the  enemy  ;  for  if  they  were,  he  would  be 
the  firft  to  put  a  negative  upon  them.  But  he  was  furc  no 
fuch  thing  could  be  meant. 

Lord  H^eymoutbj  againft  the  motion  contended,  that  expo-  Lord  n^ey^ 
fing  the  flate  of  the  navy  would  be  of  dangerous  confequence,  *'^'^' 
and  he  faw  no  end  it  was  to  anfwer. 

Duke  of  Chandos  faid  that  he  had  :a  great  refpeft  for  the  no-  Duke  of 
ble  Lords  on  both  fides  the  Houfe,  but  he  thought  the  feafon  ctundo:. 
too  far  advanced  to  be  lofing  time  upon  unimportant  papers, 
when  fo  much  national  bufinefs  at  a  moft  critical  janfture 
called  for  their  ferious  deliberation  ;  fuch  as  ftrengthening  the 
hands  of  the  crown  againft  a  potent  enemy,  and  finding  the 
means  of  uniting  in  one  common  caufe. 

Duke  of  Richm^jnd  role  again,  and  having  maintained  the  Duke  of 
importance  of  his  motion,  laid  he  would  now  read  the  other  RidmonJ. 
motions  which  he  intended  to  make,  viz. 

"  That  his  Majcfty  begraciouily  pleafcd  to  order  the  pro- 
per officers  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  an  account  of  all  the 
droits  of  the  admiralty  fince  the  year  1771,  with  an  account 
of  their  feveral  difburfements. 

"  That  his  Majefty  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  order  the  pro- 
per officers  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  ftate 
of  the  navy  from  the  year  1751,  to  the  year  1759,  inclu- 
five,  Ipccifying  the  number  each  year. 
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^*  That  his  Majefty  be  gracioully  plcafed  to  order  the  pro- 
per officers  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  lift  of  all  the  IhipsloJ, 
taken,  ordcftroyed,  from  the  year  1751  to  1759,  as  wcB 
as  thofe  from  the  years  1 771  to  1778  iDcluiive. 

**  That  his  Majefty  be  gracioufly  pleaied  to  order  the  pro- 
per officers  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  inftru&ioos  to 
Admiral  Byron  ftom  the  time  of  his  failing  laft  June  to  bis 
firft  deftined  port." 

Thefe  were  his  feveral  motions,  and  he  (hould  iniift  upoa 
putting  each  fepai  ately. 

He  avowed  that  it  was  his  intenrion  to  make  an  inquiry  In- 
to the  ftate  of  the  navy,  by  comparifon  of  what  it  was  at 
the  time  when  the  noble  Earl  came  to  the  head  of  the  admi- 
ralty, upon  the  refignarion  of  the  very  great  and  able  ad- 
miral,  Lord  Hawke,  who  prefided  at  that  board- till  17)1. 
The  nation  he  faid  bad  been  diceived,  and  he  meant  to  ground 
upon  thefe  papers,  charges  of  malverfation  againft  the  noble 
Earl  who  has  been  upwards  of  feven  years  at  the  head  of  tbc 
admiralty,  and  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  King;  the  only  man 
in  the  nation  who  does  not  know  the  real  ftate  of  his  narj. 
If  the  noble  Lords  who  objeded  to  his  motion  meant  to  put 
a  negative  upon  his  niotions,  they  would  do  the  rafhcft  tluag 
that  ever  was  done  in 'Parliament,  they  would  ftop  an  in- 
quiry which  the  nation  expeAed,   and  God  knows  whatwouU 
be  the  confequence.     Even  in  the  raoft  defpotic  countries, 
when  the  people's  patience  was  wearied  out  with  repeated 
misfortunes  and  difgraces,  they  found  a  way  to  get  at  a  Vi- 
zir's head.     He  debed  them  to  point  out  any  danger  tlul 
could  arife  to  the  ftate  from  any  of  his  motions. 
Duke  of         Duke  of  Grafton  faid  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  think 
^v^^»     him  diforderly  in  rifing  twice,  for  as  the  noble  Duke  had  now 
read  all  his  motions  new  matter  arofe  from  them,  othernriii: 
hefhould  not  have  troubled  their  Lordfhips  again,  as  he  was 
determined  toobferve  the  rules  of  order  laid  down  by  the  no- 
ble Lord  on  the  woolfack,  who  he.hoped  would  himfelf  tsb 
care  to  fet  them  the  example  he  fo  often  urged.     This  ailo- 
ded  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  fpeaking  feveral  times  to  the  firft 
>      motion,  before  the  others  were  read.     His  Grace   dcdaicd 
tliat  the  kingdom  could  not  be  refcued  from  impending  dan- 
ger if  thofe  men  who  had  mifmanaged  its  aflarrs  fo  long  were 
not  removed,  and  a^ler  men  put  in  their  places  ;  it  therefoit 
was  abfolutely  nectffary  to  enquire  into  their  condud  ;  and  as 
the  mover  of  the  queffion  had  not  only  avowed  his  intention, 
but  his  hopes  of  being  able  to  prove  Ipecific  charges  ^vsk 
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)ne  branch  of  adminiftration,  there  was  an  end  of  the  righty 
)f  Parliament  if  fuch  enquiries  were  to  be  flopped  by  the 
nean  (ubterfuge  of  pretendins;  to  fay  it  would  expofe  our  na* 
ri[  ftrength  to  the  enemy,  Was  there  a  newfpaper  pobliflicd 
hat  did  not  give  an  account  of  the  number  of  Ihips  put  into 
rommiilion,  with  the  names  of  the  captains  ;  and  did  not  the 
>ort  lifts  from  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  always  announce 
hem  }  In  (hort,  the  miniftry  had  difgufted,  difgraced  and 
iriven  from  the  public  fervice  our  abieft  and  beft  commanders 
)y  land  and  fea ;  and  now  would  they  be  fo  ra(h  as  to  go 
lome  to  their  families  and  tell  them,  we  have  taken  (belter  un- 
ler  the  pttifut  pretext  of  not  difcloiing  our  naval  ftrength  to 
he  enemy,  and  have  put  an  eiFeAual  ftop  to  all  enquiry  into 
)ur  condu£l.  It  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  peer.  If  the 
noble  Lord  knew  himfelf  to  be  innocent^  let  him  fiand  forth 
boldly,  and  meet  the  enauiry  like  a  man. 

Earl  of  Sanehvlcb  delired  to  exculpate  himielf  from  thesarlof 
charge  of  having  difgraced  any  commander,  and  fuppofing  ^Mrka, 
Admiral  Keppel  to  be  alluded  to^  faid  he  had  done  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent  matters  being  carried  to  fuch  length,  and 
faid  it  was  owing  to  a  declaration  of  the  noble  Earl  for  whom  \ 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  made  his  motions  [the  Earl  of  firiftol] 
that  any  court  martial  was  held.  "  My  opinion,  faid  his 
Lordftiip,  was  before  the  trial,  and  is  ftill,  that  none  of  the 
officers  were  to  blame  in  the  aftlon  of  the  27  th  of  July;  but 
after  the  cieclaratton,  that  the  commander  in  chief  would  not 
ferve  again  with  the  vice  admiral,  a  trial  was  the  only  me- 
tliod  of  acquitting  the  admiral ;  the  admiralty  had  no  power 
to  delay  it,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  great  kindnefs  to  Admiral 
Keppel  to  order  it  dircftly  ;  for  his  principal  evidences  were 
under  failing  orders,  and  woul  I  have  been  out  of  England, 
if  they  had  not  been  detained  for  the  trial. 

His  Lordihip  being  aiked  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  if 
the  Houfe  was  to  underftand  that  a  court-martial  was  ordered 
on  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  by  whom  the  charges  were  to  be 
brought,  for  be  was  fure  Admiral  Keppel  had  forgiven  him, 
and  would  not  be  his  accufer^  Lord  Simdwich  replied*— the 
admiralty*board  having  found  matter  which  tended  to  crimi* 
natethe  vice  admiral  io  the  minutes  of  the  late  court-martial, 
they  hav.e  given  him  notice  to  prepare  for  his  trial ;  from  the 
date  of  fuch  notice,  the  appointment  of  a  court-martial  takea 
place,  though  the  particular  day  is  not  fixed  till  a  few  days  bcn 
fore  the  trial  begins.  His  Lordfliip  now  requefted  it  as  a  fa« 
vgur  that  no  Lord  would  oppofe  the  motionS|  as  be  would 
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riot  have  the  idea  go  forth  that  he  had  fendeavourcd  t< 
parliamentary  inquiry  into  his  conduft. 
Dakeof      .    Duke  of  Bolton  wmdic^tcd  the  abfent  Earl  of  Brill 
BtitM.        faid  it  was  unfair  to  make  fuch  an  attack  on  his  cha 
which  he  fhould  be  told  of,  and  he  did  not  doubt  he 
Tome  day  or  other  complain  of  it  in  his  place.      It  wj 
known  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  by  his  letter  in  a  public 
paper,  had  firft  fet  the  natiofi  in  a  ferment,  and  then  tfc 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  without  any  deliberation  or  cor 
tion,  partially  brought  the  commander  in  chief  to  tria 
not  the  vice  admiral. 
X>»kc  of         Duke  of  Richmond  was  fevere  on  Lord  Sandwich,  f( 
JUehmonJ,    claring  that  he  thought  none  of  the  officers  were  to  blac 
the  very  fame  breath  that  he  had  mentioned  the  mode  c 
dering  a  court  martial  on  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ;  his  Grace 
this  was  paffing  a  judgment  of  acquittal  of  Sir  Hugh  b 
the  trial,  and  contradiAing  the  refolutions  of  the  late  a 
martial ;  the  depofitions  of  feveral  witnefles  who  had  cha 
Sir  Hugh  with  difobedience  of  orders,  and  the  votes  of  th 
of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  Admiral  Keppel. 
Motion  agreed  to.     Adjourned  to  the  2 2d. 
February  22. 
'        No  debate. 

February  23. 
.  Pafled  t^e  Duke  of  Bolton's  marine  bill. 

The  following  paper  wis  delivered  this  day,  at  the  doo 
the  Houfc  of  Lords. 

AT  a  time  when  we  are  threatened  with  war  in  fomi 
different  quarters,-  and  the  low  price  of  the  funds  marks  I 
too  plainly  the  bad  ftate  of  our  credit,  minifters  are  tliinki 
of  nothing,  with  regard  to  our  finances,  but  new  tax 
Now  I  would  have  every  gentleman  turn  his  thoughts  u 
much  better  refource,  the  faithful  and  frugal  application 
the  money  arifing  from  the  old  ones. 

Whether  we  confider  the  fafety,  the  glory,  or  the  con 
merce  of  our  country,  we  fhall  noi  wonder  that  the  Britift  ni 
vy  has  always  been  a  favourite  objeft  of  the  attention  of 
Britifh  parliament  :  the  readinefs,  however,  with  which  a 
demands  for  that  fervicee  have  been  complied  with,  fcems  t 
have  emboldened  government  to  encreafc  in  thofe  demands 
beyond  all  bounds  of  reafon  and  moderation  ;  and  the  Mfj 
cion  of  mifapplication,  which  caufed  fomc  late  attempts  'i 
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parliament  to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  public  money> 
IS  almoft  changed  into  certainty,  by  obfcrving  the  condu£t  of    " 
minifters,  in  oppofing  or  evading  iuch  enquiry. 

Very  certain  it  is,  that  of.  all  the  public  fupplies,  none  af- 
ford fuch  opportunity  for  plunder  and  embezzlement  as  thofe 
for  the  navy  ;  on  which  account  it  may  be  worth  the  while 
of  all  perfons  in  general,  and  of  members  of  parliament  in 
particular,  to  pay  the  greateft  attention  to  the  management  o£ 
them.  For  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  mode 
of  making  up  the  naval  eftimates,  the  following  brief  defcrip- 
tion  is  drawn. 

When  the  number  of  feamen  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of 
tlie  enfuing  year  is  determined,  the  committee  of  fupply  vote 
the  fum  of  4L  a  man  per  month*  making  52I.  a  year  for  wa* 
ges,  viflual  and  ordnance  for  fea  fervice  :  now  as  half  that 
fum  is  about  the  expence  of  wages  and  vi£tual  for  the  men^ 
the  remainder  is  certainly  either  out  of  all  reafon  in  peace,  or 
vaflly  (hort  in  war.  Suppoling  it  to  be  a  fair  medium,  the 
favings  ought  to  be  brought  to  account  in  peace,  and  the  ex« 
cefs  charged  in  war,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  the  cafe :  on 
the  contrary,  when  only  20,000  feamen  are  voted,  half  a  miU 
lion  is  left  to  a  vague  account,  that  is  the  minifters  employ  it 
as  they  iLink  proper,  and  not  under  the  ftrift  limitation  and 
difpofition  of  parliament,  as  they  ought  to  do. 

The  next  thing  is  the  ordinary  eflimate  of  the  navyj  which 
contains  falaries  to  the  admiralty  and  navy -boards,  charge  of 
the  dock- yards,  half- pay  to  officers,  and  other  articles,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  annexed  table.  The  only  obfervation  here 
neceflary,  on  that  eftimate,  is,  that  the  navy  not  being  now 
ftronger  in  proportion  than  in  many  former  periods,  when 
the  expence  was  lefs,  is  a  reafonable  ground  to  fufpcfl  that  all 
the  monfey  is  not  applied  to  the  bcft  advantage,  until  we  arc 
by  fair  accounts  convinced  of  the  contrary  :  and  the  refuiing 
any  account  that  is  alked  for,  muft,  in  the  mind  of  all  reafon- 
able men,  encreafe  the  fufpicion. 

There  is  another  eftimate  given  every  year,  in  the  follow- 
ing form  : 
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An  Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of  what  may  be  neceOarjr  for  the  BoiMingy  RclNttU- 
ing,  and  Repairs  of  Ships  of  War  in  his  MajcAy'i  and  Merchants*  Yardtf^  a»i 
Other  Extra  Works,  over  ind  above  what  is  propofed  to  bedooe  upon  the  Ucadt 
of  Wear  and.  Tear,  and  Ordinary,  in  the  Year  1772. 

Navy  Office,  30Ck  J«b.  177^' 
Cbmrniftlar 
I  J      ^me  vfhtn  msy  be     ^Htilu,    Rig* 


til  I  J      Time  wbtn  majf  Be     iHttlls,    Rig*  1 

!>;       K     c.       r^Tn-irnin  .     .     f^'     ^\ 

^hfrty^  \N»Siii\  Repair    |  ^^'^*  IVanls,  Stpra,\ 


^ortf. 
mouth 


Dragop  Middlloglln  hand 
Prefton  Small       |in  hand 


December  oest 
December  next 


7000I. 


Tim/. 


54781, 


12478!. 
7604I, 


In  this  manner  the  eftimate  runs  on,  to  the  amount  perhaps 
of  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  feemingly  with 
great  accuracy  ;  but  how  muft  any  man  be  furprifed  to  hear 
that,  the  very  individual  Dragon,  reported  to  parliament  to  be 
ailuaily  in  handy  and  to  be  completed  by  a  certain  time,  with  fb 
nice  a.qalculation  for  her  ftores,  had  never  been  touched^  or 
intended  to  be  touched,  but  was  merely  made  the  vehicle  for 
a.demand  of  money  !  Nor  does  the  evil  end  here  ;  for  chough 
it  is  4ccl^ed  by  parliament  that  money  fhould  only  be  applied 
to  the  fervice  for  which  it  is  voted,  and  confequently  altering 
the  difpofal  is  of  itfelf  liable  to  cenfurc  ;  yet  when  miniftcrs, 
not  only  confels  they  have,  changed  the  difpoiition  of  the  pu- 
blic money,  but  when  called  on  to  give  an  account  how  they 
have  e;cpended  it,  if  ihey^  not  only  oppofe  the  giving  fuch  ac- 
count, but  perfuade  a  majority  of  either  houfe,  to  bs  fo  com- 
plaifant  as  to  fupport  them  in  the  refufal,  it  is  time  to  enquire 
whether  that  majority  afted  on  an  afiured  belief  of  the  inte- 
grity of  miniftcrs,  or  whether  any  confiderable  number  among 
them,  by  any  penfions,  places,  expeAancies,  or  other  depen- 
dence,, were  or  were  not  parties.  If  there  is  any  reafon  to.fo- 
fpeft  the.  latter,  it  is  time  for  all  perfons  who  have  any  thing 
to  lofe,  to  begin  ferioufly  to  think  of  public  accounts,  and  to 
refolye  on  expofing  at  leaft,  if  they  can  do  no  more,  the  fhame- 
ful  wafte  in  every  department,  which  has  caufed  fuch  a  di- 
ftreffing  burden  on  all  perfons  of  fmall  and  even  middling  for- 
tunes, for  the  fole  purpofe  of  keeping  in  office  a  fet  of  men 
whofe  only  weight  and  influence  in  the  community  is  by  the 
corrupt  dependence  thus  created* 

When  the  writer  firft  heard  of  an  office  giving  in  an  account 

fo  fair  and  accurate  to  all  appearance,  but  which  was  confef- 

fed  to  be  in  reality  onlv  fiditious,  and  that  precedent  and  loi^ 

'  cuftom,  had  eftabliflicd  fuch  a  dangerous  opening  to  fraud,  he 

was  led  to  make  fome  enquiry  -into  the  origin  of  thefe  efti-' 
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mates,  and  auch  furprifed  at  being  told,  that  ib  far  from 
there  being  any  length  of  time  to  give  a  fort  of  prefcripton  to 
the  form  and  mode  of  them,  that  the  firft  ever  given  to  par- 
liament was  for  the  year  X7J1,  and  that  it  was  thought  on  as 
the  beft  way  to  avoid  what  had  till  that  time  been  cnftomary, 
the  granting  fo  larg^e  a  fum  as  was  required  for  buiMing  and 
repairing  the  fleet,  in  one  vague  vote,  to  be  applied  entirely 
at  the  difcretion  of  minifters*  To  this  purpofe  the  houfe  of 
commons  addrefled  the  king,  in  the  latter  pirt  of  the  year 
1750,  that  they  might  have  a  particular  eftimate  before  they 
voted  the  money  :  To  that  if  the  firft  eftimate  at  leaft  was  not  v 
really  a  fair  one,  it  was  a  pretty  bold  ftroke  of  office.  When 
this  fallacious  mode  was  firft  adopted,  may  not  be  eafiiy  pro- 
ved ;  but  it  now  ftands  confeifed,  and  the  public  muft  think 
what  they  can  about  it« 

Befides  all  this,  the  navy  every  year  adds  to  the  debt  a  large 
fum,  wbich  is  expeAed  to  be  provided  for  with  as  little  en- 
quiry as  the  reft, 

ExtraS  from  tbe  Commons' AUre/sj  May  31,  1711. 


^^  In  examining  into  the  ftate  of  the  war,  and 

looking  back  for  the  beginning  of  it,  we  find,  thsit  in  feveral 
years,  the  fervice  has  been  enlarged,  and  the  charge  of  it  in- 
creafed,  beyond  the  bounds  preicribcd,  and  the  annual  fup- 
plies  granted  by  parliament.  To  this  mw  and  illegal  prac- 
tice we  maft,  in  great  meafure,  afciibe  the  rife  and  growth  of 
the  heavy  debts  that  lie  upon  the  nation  :  nor  does  the  con- 
fequence  of  it  end  there  ;  for  we  muft  alfo  rcprefent  it  to 
your  Majefty,  as  a  dangerous  invafion  of  the  rights  of  par- 
liament.  The  commons  muft  ever  aifert  it  as  their  fole  and 
undoubted  privilege,  to  grant  money,  and  to  adjuft  and  limit 
the  proportions  of  it;  and  when  your  Majefty  has  recom- 
mended to  them  to  confider  of  fupplies,  and  they  have  deli- 
berated upon  the  feveral  eftimates  for  the  annual  fervices,  and 
confidered  and  determined  what  the  nation  is  able  to  bear, 
their  privileges  would  be  very  vain  and  ineffe£lual^  if  after  the 
ufptSlive  fums  arejiated  and  granted^  tbofe  through  whoje  hands 
the  difpqfitioncf  them  pajps  are  allowed  in  any  meafure  to  alter  and 
enlarge  them^ 

"  Thifris  an  attempt  which  very  little  differs  from  levy- 

IKO  MONEY   WITHOUT    CONSENT    OF    PARLIAMENT,    aS 

will  a^ar  to  your  Majefty  from  this  one  coniideration  ; 
thacachar^  of  that  kind  once  incurred,  and  laid  as  a  debt 
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upon  the  navy,  or  any  other  public  office,  is  fo  far  bindiag 
upon  parliament,  that  how  little  foever  they  approve  of  thlc 
means  by  which  it  was  contrafted,  yet  the  public  credit  being 
pawned,  the  commons  cannot,  without  the  ruin  of  that,  rc- 
ifufe  to  provide  for  it." 

A  little  afteri  it  goes  on,' 

<«  ■   ■  ■  With  regard  to  the  debts  of  the  navy,  wc 

find  one  great  difconragement  and  bur  deny  which  that  part  of  the 
fervice  has  lain  under,  has  been  from  a  liberty  that  has  been, 
ufgdy  of  diverting  feveral  fums  iflued  to  that  fervice,  and  tranf- 
ferring  them  to  other  purpofcs." 

The  addrefs  is  all  worth  the  attention  of  members  of  par- 
liament, and  indeed  the  public  in  general,  as  it  fhews  many 
other  abufes,  and  particularly  that  great  one,  of  leaving  mo- 
ney unaccounted  for  in  the  hands  of  receivers, 

JDMIR4I.Tr  INSTRUCTIONS., 

At  Whitehall,  13th  June,  1763. 

By  Hi?  Majesty  in  Council. 

THERE  being  this  day  propofed  to  his  Majefty*s  council 
a  draught  of  inftrufti^ons,  for  afcertaining  the  duty  of  the 
lord  high  admiral  of  England,  the  fame  were  read  and  appro- 
ved of,  in  the  form  following. 

**  That  the  lord  high  admiral  be  able  at  all  times  to  give 
his  Majefty  a  pcrfeft  account  of  the  date  of  his  navy,  rela- 
ting to  the  condition  both  of  his  fhips  and  yards,  with  the 
ftorcs  remaining,  perfons  employed,  sjid  fervices  to  be  per- 
formed therein ;  and  in  order  thereto,  to  fee  that  all  officers 
'intruded  with  the  providing,  receiving,  ifTuing  or  expending 
of  ftores  or  monies,  the  imprefting  or  othcrwife  procuring, 
entering,  muftering,  employing,  or  difcharging  of  men,  the 
eftimating,  performing,  or  accounting,  for  any  work  or  fer- 
vice to  be  done  by  themfelves,  or  others  under  them,  do  with 
all  diligence,  faithfulnefs,  and  good  hufbandry,  perform 
their  refpeftive  duties  in  the  execution  of  all  commands  they 
fhall  receive  from  his  Majefty,  or  himfelf  as  Idrd  high  ad- 
•  miral. 

And  for  the  better  enabling,  him  efFeftually  to  do  the  fame, 
he  is,  once  at  leaft  in  every  month,  and  oftener  as  his  Ma-. 
jcfty*s  fervice  Ihall  require,  to  vifit  and  let  with  the  principal 
ptiiccrs  and  commiffioncrs  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  at  their 
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public  place  and  times  of  mcfctine,  thereby  to  inform  hirafelf 
in  the  method  of  their  proceedings,  and  moreover  to  de* 
mand  and  receive  from  each  of  them  weekly,  an  account  in 
writing  of  all  matters  relating  to  their  refpcftive  charges, 
by  which  the  ftatc  of  each  branch  of  the  faid  office,  and  his 
Majefty's  works  refpeftively  depending  thereon,  may  be  at 
all  times  diftindly  known,  and  the  lord  high  admiral  thereby 
enabled  to  infonn  his  Majefty,  and  otherwife  iffue  fuch  or- 
ders relative  thereto  as  may  beflr  conduce  to  the  advancement 
of  anyfervice  either  in  doing  or  commanded  by  his  Majefty^ 
to  be  done  therein. 

For  the  more  regular  and  efFeftual  proceeding  on  which  fer- 
vices,  he  is  to  caufe  an  eftimatc  to  be  prepared  by  the  comp- 
troller of  the  navy,  figned  by  three  or  more  of  the  principal 
officers  and  commiffioners  (whereof  the  treafurer  to  be  one) 
of  the  charge  of  each  work  and  fervice  to  be  done,  before  he 
ilTue  any  order  for  the  doing  thereof  ;  which  efttmate  being 
then  figned  by  himfelf,  he  is,  with  the  faid  treafurer,  to  prc- 
fent  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  fame  being  by  him  approved,  ta 
aflift  the  faid  treafurer  in  all  his  folicitations  with  his  Majefty 
and  the  lord  high  treafurer,  for  the  obtaining  feafonable  and 
fufficicntfuppliesof  money,  for  enabling  the  officers  of  the 
navy  to  proceed  to,  and  duly  carry  on,  each  fervice  required 
for  them. 

For  the  more  regular  difpofing  of  which  monies  when  re- 
ceived, and  the  neccifary  credit  of  his  Majefty's  fervice  de- 
pending thereon,  he  is  no  wife  to  dire£k  or  permit  the  princi- 
pal officers  and  commiffioners  of  the  navy  to  apply  any  part 
thereof  to  any  other  ufe  than  what  it  was  originally  affigned 
to,  or  paid  in  any  other  method  or  courfc  than  what  is  already 
or  hereafter  Ihall  be  to  that  purpofc  cftablifhed  by  his  Ma-r 
jcfty  in  council.  Nor  is  he,  without  order  from  his  Majefty, 
to  command  or  allow  the  principal  officers  and  commiffioners 
of  the  navy,  Commanders,  or  any  other  inferior  officers  or 
pcrfons  employed  therein,  to  do  any  work  or  thing  on  which 
the  ufe  or  expence  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fhips,  houfes, 
ftores  or  treafure,  doth  or  may  depend,  contrary  to  the 
known  and  allowed  practice  and  precedent  of  the  navy,  nor 
by  himfelf  or  his  order  to  make  or  interpofe  in  the  makmg  of 
any  contrafts  for  fhips,  ftores,  or  ought  elfe  relating  to  the 
fervice  of  the  navy,  faving  the  contraft  which  Ihall  at  any 
time  be  to  be  made,  for  the  viftualling  thereof,  the  fame 
being  always  to  be  done  by  his  Majefty  at  the  council-board, 
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after  being  firft  confulted  on  and  prepared  by  the  lord  treaftiicr 
and  lord  admiral. 

And  forafmuch  as  the  weal  of  his  Majefty's  navy  io  a 
efpecial  manner  depends  upon  the  integrity,  diligence,  aod 
experience  of  the  officers  intrufted  therein,  he  is  to  nl:  kit 
utmoft  circumfpedion  in  his  choice  of  every  of  the  (aid  oi- 
cers,  and  therein  particularly  to  take  care  that  virtue  be  ca- 
couraged,  by  the  advancing  of  perfons  fui table  to  the  know- 
ledge he  ftiall  have  of  each  man's  defervings  in  his  former 
employments,  either  from  his  own  obfervation,  or  the  report 
of  the  principal  officers  and  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  iji 
relation  to  officers  accountable  for  any  ftpres,  provifioiK, 
monies,  or  works  within  their  infpeSion,  or  of  the  flag  of* 
ficers  and  commanders  of  the  fleet,  for  the  behaviour  of  thofc 
at  fea,  ferving  under  them,  and  that  no  conimiilion  be  jil- 
ted by  him  on  fhore,  to  any  commander,  without  the  privity 
and  approval  of  his  Majcfty  firft  had  in  writing  therein. 

Laftlv,  he  is  to  take  care  that  in  all  matters  herein  not 
fpecified,  he  proceed  in  the  well  governing  of  his  Majcfiy  s 
navy,  and  performing  the  whole  duty  of  lord  high  admiral 
of  England,  according  to  the  known  and  allowed  prafiice 
thci*eof,  or  the  orders  which  he  fhall  from  time  to  time  receive 
from  his  Majefty,  and  to  fee  that  a  perfeft  and  fair  record  and 
regifter  be  at  all  times  duly  kept  by  the  fecretary  to  the  admi- 
ral, as  well  as  all  fuch  his  Majefty 'sfaid  orders,  as  of  all  let- 
ters, orders,  inftrufiions,  eftimates,  commiffions,  warrants, 
articles  exhibited  to,  and  fentences  pafted  in  court-martial) 
journals,  reports  and  certificates  from  the  officers  of  the  na- 
vy or  others,  paftcs,  lifts  of  fleets,  flations,  convoys,  cfta- 
blifhments  of  wages,  rates  of  (hips,  numbers  of  men  and 
guns,  rewards,  prefs- wan  ants,  protedions  and  all  other  p- 
pers  and  tranfaAions  whatfoever,  whether  at  land  or  fea, 
within  his  cognizance  as  lord  high  admiral ;  and  that  the 
fame  be  methodically  by  the  faid  fecretary  digefted,  and  fafe- 
ly  laid  up  in  fome  certain  and  convenient  place,  to  be  provi- 
ded and  employed  as  a  ftanding  office  to  that  poTpofe,  there 
to  remain  to  the  ufe  of  his  Majefty,  and  information  of  all 
fucceeding  admirals,  or  any  occafion  of  fervice  calling  for 
tlie  fame. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  by  his  Majefty  in  council,  that 
the  faid  inftrudions  be  entered  in  the  council-books,  and  a 
copy  of  them  font  unto  his  royal  highnefs  the  lord  high  admi- 
ral of  England,  to  beobfcrved  accordingly. 
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February  14,  25,  a6. 

Adjourned  to  March  i,  2  and  3. 

No  debates. 

March  \. 

The  Dnke  of  Richmond  rofc,  and  after  confcfBng  his  ob-  Duke  of 
igations  to  the  Houfc  for  their  great  condefcenfion,  in  hav-  ^f^»**^' 
ng  fo  kindly  put  off  the  bufinefs  of  the  propofed  enquiry 
oto  the  mana^ment  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  more  than  once, 
in  accoont  of  his  perfonal  indifpolition,  faid,  he  ihould  hold 
limfelf  inexcufeablc  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  (hew  the 
ame  attention  to  other  Pfeers  which  had  been  (hewn  to  him- 
elf ;  he  therefore  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe*  that  the 
)ukeof  Grafton  and  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  were  extremely 
adifpofed  and  incapable  of  attending;  both  thofe  noble 
!«ords  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  make  diemfelves 
Qafters  of  the*  charge  brought  by  the  late  lieutenant  gover- 
ior  Cagalnfi  thofe  whom  he  accufed  of  mifmanaging  the  ho- 
pital)  and  meant  to  attend  particularly,  and  take  an  aftive 
art  in  the  enquiry  about  to  Dc  inftituted.  As  they  were  by 
llnefe  prevented  from  attending,  he  (hould,  with  the  confent 
f  the  Hoii(e,  move  for  the  adjournment  of  the  enquiry  for 

week. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  he  had  no  other  objedion  to  the  en-  T^"^  «^ 
juiry  being  poftponed,  but  that  a  great  number  of  witneffcs  ^*«'«''**» 
7ere  attending,  and  he  had  the  proxies  of  feveral  noble 
l^ords.  If  however  the  Houfe  chofe  to  adjourn  the  bu(inefs, 
le  would  not  oppofe  it,  as  he  would  be  as  ready  to  (hew  re- 
pcft  to  the  noble  Duke  and  the  noble  Earl  who  were  indi(^ 
>ofed,  as  the  noble  Duke  who  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
inquiry,  or  any  other  pcrfon. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  in  reply  faid,  that  if  there  were  a  Duke  of 
;reat  number  of  witneffcs  attending,  it  was  not  his  fault ; '^''^*""^' 
le  and  the  other  noble  Lords  who  thought  the  enquiry  necef- 
ary  had  not  moved  for  a  great  number  of  witnclTcs  ;  all  that 
they  had  moved  to  be  fummoned,  were  about  (ixteen  or  fe- 
renteen,  and  the  remainder  of  an  hundred  (which  he  under- 
ftood  were  in  waiting)  had  been  moved  for  by  the  noble  Earl, 
for  what  purpofe,  he  beft  knew.  He  faid  farther,  that  he 
wifhed  to  adjourn  the  enquiry,  not  from  any  motive  or  de- 
Krc  to  poftpone  a  very  nccefl'ary  bu(iners,  but  merely  for  the 
rcafon  which  he  had  already  (tated,  viz.  bccaufe  that  a  noble 
Duke  and  a  noble  Lord,  who  meant  to  take  a^  aftive  part  in 
the  enquiry,  could  not  attend.  With  regard  to  proxies,  which 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  mentioned,  he  thought, 
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notwithftanding  the  fanfiion  of  long-eftablithed  precedent, 
that  a  great  deal  might  be  urged  againft  the  cuftom  of  voting 
by  proxy.  A  cuftom  which  prima  facie,  was  abfurd,  and 
which  was  not  unfrequently  put  in  pradice  in  fuch  a  maa* 
ner  as  to  make  noble  L.ords,  who  were  abfent,  vote  dircftly 
contrary  to  their  fentiments.  He  mentioned  various  inftas- 
■  ces  to  be  found  on  the  Journals,  of  Lords  proxies  having  been 
given  in  fanftion  to  meafures  which  they  themfelves^  at  i 
fubfequent  day,  had  difavowed  any  concurrence  in;  and 
among  other  cafes  of  the  kind,  inftanced  the  late  declaration 
of  a  noble  Lord  lately  ambaffador  to  a  power  with  whom  wt 
wer^  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  war  and  hoftility.  In  a  late  de- 
bate, that  noble  Lord  had  declared  his  hearty  difapprobatioa 
of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a6l ;  whereas  on  referring  to  the 
journals,  it  would  be  found  that  the  noble  Lord's  vote  bad 
been  given  by  proxy  for  that  very  mcafure.  His  Grace 
amplified  upon  the  impolicy  of  voting  by  proxy,  and  fat 
down,  wifhing  that  the  cuftom  might  be  abolifhed. 
Lord  5/fir-  •  Lord  Stormont  rofe^  faying,  that  he  was  totally  unprepared, 
»•«/.  2XiA  had  no  idea  of  fuch  an  attack,  refpefting  tne  pradice  of 

voting  by  proxy.  Whether  that  praftice  was  good  or  bad, 
whether  it  tended  to  forward  the  neceflary  meafures  of  go- 
vernment, or  not,  was  a  matter  in  which  he  was  no  way 
concerned,  but  he  would  at  any  time  take  part  with  the  no- 
ble Duke  in  inveftigating  that  point.  The  prafticc  was  cer 
tainly  of  long  ftanding,  and  if  he  at  all  underftood  the  na- 
ture of  a  proxy,  it  was  the  giving  any  Lord  in  whofe  wifdom 
and  integrity  the  abfenting  Lord  repofed  an  implicit  confi- 
dence, a  right  to  join  the  abfent  Lord's  vote  to  his  own,  up- 
on every  public  occafion.  It  was  a  truft,  and  as  long  as  it 
was  faithfully  difcharged,  like  every  other  truft,  both  the  pcr- 
fon  giving  the  power,  and  the  perfon  holding  it,  difcharged 
'*  their  duty  mutually.  At  the  time  that  the  noble  Marquis 
[Marquis  of  Rockingham]  for  whom  he  had  the  higheft  re- 
ipeft,  came  into  adminiftration,  he  had  thought  very  rcipcc- 
tably  of  his  talents  and  intentions.  He  had  alfo  thought  in 
the  lame  manner  of  the  intentions  and  talents  of  thpfo  who 
came  into  oiSce  with  him.  He  was  at  that  time  at  a  great 
diftance  from^he  fcene  of  parliamcnty  bufincfs,  and  he  had 
begged  a  noble  Duke  not  then  in  the  Houfc  [Duke  of  Graf- 
ton] to  do  him  the  honour  to  accept  his  proxy.  He  was  af- 
terwards the  more  confirmed  in  the  propriety  of  his  conduA, 
becaufe  he  had  received  intimation  by  letter,  that  it  was  the 
refolution  of  the  miniftry  in  all  cai'cs  and  on  all  occafions,  to 
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maintain  th/e  authority  of  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain* 
He  remembered  the  letter  particularly  well,  becaufe  it  coo-* 
tained  an  intimation  fo  perfeftly  coincident  with  his  own  fen-* 
timents,  and  for  that  reafon  gave  hitii  extreme  pleafurb.  But 
when  he  found  (hat  afterwards,  the  then  minifters  had  pro- 
ceeded to  repeal  the  ftan>p-a£t,  he  did  not  hold  himfelf  bound 
to  efpoufe  a  meafure  of  which  he  entirely  difapproved  ;  and 
therefore,  when  on  a  late  occafion  he  had  been  fuddenly  cal- 
led upon  by  a  noble  Duke  to  give  an  anfwer  refpe£ting  his 
own  condud,  he  had  faid,  that  he  did  not  cotifent  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  ftamp-a£V,  and  he  conceived  that  he  was  perfeAly 
warranted  in  fuch  a  declaration* 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  rofe  again,  and  declarcid^  thatbttke  of 
when  he  was  fpeakiog  of  proxies,  he  little  imagined  fae  -Rif*«^« 
fhould  occafion  fo  fine  a  declamation  as  the  Houfe  had  been 
favoured  with  by  the  noble  Vifcount  who  fpoke  laft.  The 
noble  Vifcount  complained  of  his  having  attacked  him  ;  he 
begged  the  noble  Vifcount  to  reconfider  what  he  had  faid, 
and  he  would  fee  that  be  made  no  attack  whatever,  either  up- 
on him^  or  ahy  other  peribn*  From  what  the  firft  Lord  of 
the  admiralty  had  faid  refpcAipg  proxies,  he  had  fpoken  of 
the  bad  cuflom  of  voting  by  proxy.  By  way  of  illuftrating 
his  arguments,  he  had  adverted  to  the  laft  inftance  of  the 
kind,  that  of  the  noble  Vifcount,  whofc  proxy  had  been  " 
given  for  the  repeal  of  the  flamp  a£^,  although  he  himfelf 
had  fince  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafure.  Every 
word  the  noble  Vifcount  had  now  faid,  his  Grace  contended, 
was  a  corroboration  of  what  he  had  afferted  in  his  reply  to  . 

what  had  fallen  from  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty.  It 
proved  the  inconvenience  of  admitting  proxies  as  votes,  and 
beyond  contradiction  m«nifefted,  that  noble  Lords  proxies 
might  be  given  in  fupport  of  meafures  which  they  heartily 
difapproved. 

Earl  of  Radnor  faid,  he  had  often  wifhed  the  cUftom  of  E*rl  of 
voting  by  pnxy,  to  come  under  the  confideration  of  their  ^^* 
Lordihips.  Jbcforc  he  was  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  he  de- 
clared, he  had  fccn  frequent  inftances  of  the  cuftom's  having 
been  grofsljr  abuied,  and  particularly  on  one  occafion,  when 
the  following  proxies  were  given  in  upon  the  fame  divifion^ 
and  in  favour  of  government ;  Lord  Cathcart,  then  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  court  of  Peterft)urgh,  Lord  Vifcount  Stormont, 
then  ambaftador  at  the  court  of  Vienna^  Lord  Harcourt, 
then  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  Paris,  Lord  Botetourt,  then 
governor  of  Virginia*  where  he  refidcid. 
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The  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hoipital, 
Was,  by  confent,  adjourned  for  a  week. 


Diikc  of  Duke  of  MancheJUr  rofc,  and  ftid,  that  as  the  Hoafc  ^ 
Mancbejier*  pretty  full,  and  there  was  no  particular  bufinefs  before  their 
Lordfhips,  he  would  take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  a 
matter  which  he  wifhed  much  to  have  their  Lordfhips*  opi- 
nion upon.  The  Houfe  of  Commons,  his  Grace  obferved, 
were  on  every  pccafion  exceedingly  civil  to  the  members  of 
that  Houfe,  accommodating  them,  whenever  they  chofc  to 
hear  their  debates,  with  the  beft  feats  in  their  Houfe.  He 
thought  therefore  it  was  incumbent  on  their  Lordfhips  to 
Ihew  the  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fome  civility 
in  return ;  what  ftruck  him  as  proper,  and  what  he  wifhed, 
was,  that  they  might  be  admitted  between  the  throne  and  the 
woolfack,  as  had  been  cuftomary  in  former  times ;  and  that 
the  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack  might  not  be  inconveni- 
enced, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  eafieft  method  of  accomo- 
dating the  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  of 
preventing  their  preffing  too  forward,  would  be  to  ereft  a  bar 
acrofs  that  part  of  the  Houfe. 

Several  Lords  called  out  **  Move  for  a  bar." 
Lori  vifc.  Lord  Vifc.  fVeymouth  rofe,  and  after  declaring  that  no  Lord 
iTefmoHib,  j^  ^jj^t  Houfe  was  more  defirous  than  he  was,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  ihould  be  accom- 
modated as  conveniently  as  pofliblc,  faid,  the  queftion  the 
noble  Duke  had  adverted  to,  was  a  queftion,  which  for  many 
reafons,  he  thought  (houM  not  be  agitated.  He, reminded 
the  noble  Duke,  that  the  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe  was 
direSly  againft  the  admiffion  of  any  ftrangers,  but  that  by 
connivance,  and  what  he  confidered  as  a  very  proper  conni- 
vance, ftrangers  were  daily  admitted.  With  regard  to  that 
part  of  the  Houfe  between  the  throne  and  the  wbolfack,  it 
was  well  known  that  Peers'  fons.  Peers'  brothers,  and  in  faft 
every  perfon  any  way  related  to  a  Peer  had  admifiion.  He 
faw  therefore  no  neccffity  for  the  noble  Duke*s  making  a  mo- 
tion, the  eflence  and  meaning  of  which  was  at  prefent  complied 
with.  He  further  faid,  that  he  well  remembered  the  time 
when  crouds  of  ftrangers  were  permitted  to  ftand  bear  the 
throne  ;  and  it  was  then  found  extremely  difagreeable  ;  that 
the  Houfe  proved  moft  fuffocatingly  hot,  and  every  Peer  that 
day  was  moft  heartily  glad  to  get  rid  of  a  matter  fo  very  of- 
fenlive  and  fo  very  inconvenient.  The  Vjfcount  concluded 
with  declaring,  that  if  the  queftion  were  put  upon  it,  moft 
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certainly,  as  it  militated  agsdnft  the  ftanding  order  of  the 
Houfe,  icmuft  be  divided  upon,  and  he  fhould,  for  the  rea-t 
fons  be  had'afligned  (although  he  wiihcd  to  wink  at  the  ad- 
miflion  of  Grangers)  hold  himfelf  bound  to  give  it  a  negative^ 

Duke  of  Manchejier  replied,  that  the  motion  might  be  ac«?  Dvke  of 
ceded  to  without  being  attended  With  any  poffiblc  incoaveni'v  Mancktfia^* 
cncc.  Among  other  proofs  of  the  ncceffity  of  it,  he  in- 
llanced  the  having  once  aiked  leave  for  his  own  brother  to 
be  admitted  to  hear  the  debates,  and  to  ftand  near  the  throne, 
but  he  could  not  obtain  the  favour.  He  faid,  he  had  mention* 
ed  this  to  ieveral  Lords  at  the  time,  and  probably  it  might  bq 
in  the  recoliedion  of  fome  noble  Lords  who  wer^  then  pre* 
fent.  Whenever  their  Lordfhips  chofc  to  form  the  Houfe 
into  a  fecret  committee,  they  had  it  in  th^ir  power  to  lock 
their  doors,  and  proceed  to  deliberate  and  debate  in  private  ; 
in  any  point  of  view  he  did  not  fee  that  his  motion  could  be 
followed  by  difagreeable  confequences  of  any  kind  ;  he  adt 
ded,  that  it  was  furely  no  ill  recommendation  of  it  jto  their 
Lordfhips  that  it  was  founded  00  grounds  of  warrantable  an4 
neceflary  politenefs.  His  Grace  read  his  motion,  and  deli«r 
vered  it  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  "  To  putpp  abar  bctweeq 
i!ie  throne  and  ihc  wooHack." 

Earl  of  Derby  declared;  that  the  motion  met  with  bis  bear^  Ctrl    ^f  * 
ty  concurrence ;  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  Houfe  were  ^*^h* ' 
remarkably  civil  to  any  Peer  who  chofe  to  vifit  them^  and 
that  the  Houfe  in  return,  by  their  late  condu£k  refpe£ling  the 
difcharge  of  the  order  for  the  eredion  of  a  gallery,  had 
treated  the  other  Houfe  with  great  rudcnefs  and  incivility. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  put  Lor<i  Cbsm 
the  queftioD  upon  a  motion  direftly  in  the  teeth  of  the  ftand-  ctH^f* 
ing  order  of  the  Houfe,  That  the  ftrangers  might  by  conni- 
vance, as  at  prefent,^be  admitted  to  hear  the  debates,  but  that  as 
long  as  he  continued  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe,  it  was  his  duly  to 
ftand  up  as  often  as  a  motion  dire£Uy  repugnant  to  a  ftanaing 
order  of  the  Houfe  was  offered,  and  to  inform  their  Lord- 
fhips, that  it  was  contradiAory  to  the  order  on  their  journals, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  put.  The  prefent  motion, 
even  were  it  not  fo  circumftanced,  would,  his  Lordfhip  de-r 
clared,  be  attended  with  very  great  inconvenience  if  it  were 
put  and  carried.  The  noble  Duke,  and  every  Lord  who  ha4 
fpoken  relative  to  the  motion,  had  refted  their  arguments  al- 
together on  a  wifh  to  Ihew  fome  particular  civility  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  other  Houfe,  in  return  forthecivuity  they 
Ead  experienced  at  the  other  Houfe :  if  the  cafp  really  refled 
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dn  that  point,  it  wiis  an  extremely  eafy  thing  to  meet  the  no- 
ble Duke's  wifhes  without  acceding  to  the  prefent  motion. 
Let  orders  be  given  to  the  door-keepers  ilriflly  to  obfcrvc 
that  no  perfon  paffed  them,  or  came  in  below  the  bar  but 
fticmbers  of  Parliament,  Under  that  rcftriftion  the  gentlc- 
Ihen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  be  much  better  ac- 
commodated below  the  bar  than  if  they  were  crouded  be- 
tween the  throne  and  a  rail.  It  would  alfo  be  a  much  hand- 
fomcf  compliment,  and  a  greater  mark  of  diftinftion  to  fe- 
paratc  thctn  from  people  of  dIfFerent  defcriptions,  and  to 
leave  them  the  whole  fpacc  below  ihe  bar.  His  Lordftiip 
added,  that  if  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  adopt  this  mode, 
he  would  anfwer  for  the  door-keepers  doing  their  duty,  and 
for  the  regulation  being  ftriftly  complied  with  ;  but  he  beg- 

fed  the  noble  Duke  tocgnfidcr,  that  urging  his  motion  would 
e  urging  a  matter  contrary  to  the  ftanding  order  of  the 
Houre,  now  upon  the  journals. 
Ptifce  of     .    Duke  of  Manchcjler  faid,  though  he  had  the  higheil  opi- 
Mmh'^ir,  nion  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  knowledge  of  law,   and 
the  praftice  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  he  could  not  very  cafily 
give  up  his  acquaintance  with  the  parliaipentary  forms  and 
orders  of  that  Houfe,  in  which  he  had  fat  for  many  years,  to 
any  ipan  living.     His  motion  did  not  militate  in  any  (hapc 
whatever  againft  the  ftanding  order  on  the  journals,    "Let  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  attend  to  the  words  of  his  motion  ; 
it  wa's  merely  to  order  that  a  bar  be  crefted  between  the  throne 
dnd  the  woolfack ;  it  left  it  entirely  to  the  difcretion  of  tlieir 
Lordfhips  what  ufe  to  make  of  the  bar^ 
tftrdTwn-      Lord  Tozvnfhendi^x^y  he  wifhed  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
fitend*         floule  of  Commons  only  were  admitted, 

A  debate  upon  the  poipt  of  order  whether  any  noble  Lord 
could  withdri^w  hi?  motion  after  he  had  delivered  it  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  here  too  place.  At  length  it  was  fettled| 
and  the  Duke  of  Manchefter  withdrew  his  rootjony 

March  5. 
No  debate.     Adjourned  to  the  8th, 
March  i,    ' 
No  debate, 

March  g. 
Eari  of  'E^^ri  of  Sandnvich  faid,  feveral  motions  having  been  made 

SffndvfUb,    for  papers,  &c.  relative  to  Greenvvich  Hofpital,  he  muft  beg 
leave  to  explain  why  fome  of  the  papers  which  bad  been  or- 
dered, had  riot  been  prefented ;  m  particular,  why  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  council  fince  the  year  1774,  had  nQt  been  laid 
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upon  the  table.  It  arofe,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  from  a  mifcon- 
ception  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe  by  the  officers  at  Green- 
wich Hofpital,  from  whence,  and  not  from  the  admiralry-of- 
fice,  the  minutes  muft  cone.  It  was  intended  that  on  the 
day  of  enquiry  a  clerk  Ihould  attend  with  the  books  of  the 
minutes,  in  order  that  occaiional  reference  might  be  made  to 
them  when  neceffary,  or  when  any  noble  Lord  thought  pro- 
per, and  it  was  hoped  that  this  mode  of  producing  the  mi- 
nutes would  have  proved  fatisfaftory,  becaufe  that  they  were 
extremely  voluminous,  making  upwards  of  thirteen  volumes 
in  folio,  and  confequently  the  copying  of  them  would  be  a 
work  of  infinite  labour,  and  a  work  of  great  time. 

Duke  of  Richmond  (aid,  he  Ihould  be  perfedly  fatisfiedDuke  oA 
with  a  clerk's  producing  them  in  the  manner  the  noble  Earl **'*"'■'■ 
had  dated;  he  rofe  only  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  ridicule 
he  fhould  have  merited,  if  he  had  been  foolifh  enough  to 
have  moved  that  thirteen  volumes  in  folio  might  be  copied  ; 
he  had  not  at  prefent  either  leifure  or  inclination  to  perufe  fo 
voluminous  a  work,  and  in  fad  it  was  only  particular  parts 
of  thofe  minutes  which  there  would  be  occafion  to  refer  to« 
He  begged  therefore  the  Houfe  to  recolleft,  that  it  was  the 
noble  l^rd  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  who  had  moved 
for  thofe  thireeen  vdumes  in  folio,  and  not  him.  He  was 
moving  only,  on  a  prior  occafion,  for  fuch  particular  papers 
as  were  immediately  neceffary  to  the  purpofe  of  the  enquiry, 
when  the  noble  Earl  in  office  had  got  up  and  faid,  that  he 
had  prepared  a  fweeping  motion,  which  extended  to  every 
paper,  and  every  minute,  which  he  could  poffibly  want  or 
aik  for,  and  in  that  fweeping  motion  was  comprehended  the 
voluminous  work  which  the  noble  Earl  now  alluded  to,  the 
thirteen  volumes  in  folio.  Having  faid  this,  the  Duke  added, 
he  fhould  take  the  prefent  opportunity  of  moving  for  a  few 
other  papers,  which  were  eflentially  important  to  the  enquiry. 
His  Grace  then  moved. 

That  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  copy  of 
the  letter  of  the  14th  of  Auguft,  1 775,  from  Capuin  BailUe 
to  Mr.  Stephens. 

Alfo,  A  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  28th  day  of  Augu^ 

1775,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  inclofing  an  order  of  council. 

Alfo,  Copies  of  letters  on  Sie  I7tli  and  i8th  of  Apdl^ 

1776,  to  the  committee  of  enquiry. 

And  alfq,  A  copy  of  a  letter  dated  17th  of  Auguft^  1778,  . 
to  the  general  coyrt* 
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His  Grace  at  the  fame -time  moved  for  the  copies  of  two 
letters  of  different  dates  from  Captain  Baillie  to  the  Earlof 
Sandwich. 
Eatl  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  rofe,  and  declared,  that  he  could  not  ao- 
Ssadwkb,  fwer  to  the  Houfe  for  the  produftion  of  any  private  letter 
which  had  palTed  between  him  and  Captain  Baillie.  Tbe 
proper  mode  of  correfpondence  with  the  admiralty -office^  ii 
was  well  known,  was  with  Mr.  Stephens,  the  fccretary. 
That  whenever  from  the  writer's  want  of  knowledge  of  this 
cftablifhcd  rule,  letters  were  direfted  to  him  perfonally,  which 
were  really  of  a  public  nature,  and  referred  to  matters  cog- 
nizable by  the  office,  he  always  invariably  fent  fuch  letten 
immediately  to  the  fecretary,  for  him  to  produce  at  the  ncii 
board.  That  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objedion  to  every 
thing  which  had  palfed  between  Captain  Baillie  and  him  being 
made  public  ;  neither  Ihould  he  be  forry  if  every  letter  and 
every  note  between  them  were  paftcd  up  at  Charing-crofs; 
he  was  fure  he  Ihould  derive  no  honour  from  them  -  and  as 
to  that  honour  Captain  Baillie  might  derive,  a  (hort  time 
would  determine.  He  fpoke  therefore,  on  the  prefent  oca- 
fion,  againft  the  motion,  not  from  any  wifh  to  keep  back  the 
papers  in  queiliob,  but  from  his  doubt  that  he  had  them  in 
bis  polTeflion,  and  his  difapproval  of  the  praAice  of  calling  for 
private  letters  in  that  Houie,  which  he  was  perfeftly  auiho- 
xifed  to  fay  was  altogether  unwarrantable  by  preceacnt,  and 
unjuftifiable  in  itfelf, 
5^  •^  Duke  of  Richmor.d  replied,  that  he  never  would  agree  to 
*  '  *  the  doftrine  laid  down  by  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty, 
that  letters  direfted  to  him,  and  not  direfted  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  admiralty,  although  they  related  to  public  bufincls, 
were  private  letters,  and  therefore  not  fit  objefts  of  the  atten- 
tion of- that  Houfe.  His  Grace  (hewed  that  either  from  an 
idea  of  neceffary  fecrccy,  from  an  idea  of  the  application 
being  more  effectual,  or  from  other  caqfes,  a  write/  might  be 
induced  to  addrefs  the  head  of  any  board  rather  than  an  in- 
ferior officer  of  it,  and  he  might  prefer  that  mode  on  account 
of  the  greater  importance  of  the  fubjeft  on  which  he  was  to 
write.  Such  letters  were  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  public 
letters,  and  if  they  were  not  producible,  a  great  deal  of  the 
blame  which  poffibly  might  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  admiralty  on  the  prefent  occafion,  or  to  other 
minifters,  in  aqy  o^her  cafe,  might  be  efcaped*  In  the  pre- 
fent cafe  it  was  perleftly  a  matter  of  indiffisrence  to  him 
whether  his  motion  was  carrjed  or  not,  for  Captain  Baillie 
woctld  necelTarily  be  examined  at  the  bar  in  the  courfe  of  the 
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enquiry,  and  he  might  be  queftioned  as  to  the  points  on 
ivhich  thofe  letters  turned  ;  he  only  fpoke  therefore  in  or- 
der to  objeft  to  the  doftrine  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, and  that  the  noble  Lord  might  not  in  future  have 
it  to  fay,  that  the  papers  relative  to  which  the  examination 
muft  now  go,  might  have  been  feen  by  the  Houfe,  if  they 
bad  been  afked  for  in  a  fair  and  regular  manne^. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  that  many  of  the  letters  which  had  E«rl  of 
paiTed  between  him  and  Captain  Baillie,  contained  matters  •S'^w'w'f*- 
highly  improper  for  the  perufal  of  their  Lordfhips  ;  moft  of 
them  were  mere  letters  of  application  for  favours  refpefting 
the  latter.  Letters  in  which  the  captain  had  courted  his 
friendfhip  and  patronage,  and  had,  in  very  lavifh  terms,  prof- 
fered his  fervices  in  return  for  any  favour  he  would  fhew 
him.  In  many  of  them  the  captain  had  offered  him  his  in- 
terefl  in  Huntingdonfhire,  and  promifed  to  get  him  a  great 
many  votes.  '  Captain  Baillie,  from  his  late  publications,  it 
(eemed,  had  conceived  a  vaft  diflike  to  Huntingdonfhire  and 
its  voters ;  but  if  the  letters  which  he  had  received  from 
him  were  produced,  it  would  be  found  that  he  had  once  en- 
tertained very  different  fentiments.  In  on6  he  remembered 
the  captain  mentioned  a  gentleman  named  Brag,  and  faid, 
Mr.  Brag  could  get  him  twenty-fcven  votes  ;  it  afterwards, 
however,  turned  out  that  Mr.  Brag  could  only  get  two  votes. 
In  Ihort,  the  letters,  many  of  them  were  fuch  trafh,  that  he 
had  thrown  them  behind  his  fire  as  foon  as  he  had  read  them  ; 
he  farther  faid,  that  however  Captain  Baillie  or  any  other 
man  might  imagine  he  was  to  be  won  upon  by  addrcffcs  of 
fuch  a  nature,  he  was  miferably  miflakcn  ;  it  was  his  cuflom 
always  to  receive  the  writers  with  outward  civility,  but  in 
his  own  mind,  he  held  them  in  great  contempt,  nor  was  any 
favour  to  be  obtained  from  him  in  that  manner.  HisLord- 
fhip  again  declared,  that  the  letters  addreffed  to  him,  and 
not  the  fecretary,  were  not  liablb  to  the  demand  of  any  per- 
fon  whatever ;  if  applications  upon  public  bufinefs  were  fo 
made,  they  were  not  made  in  the  proper  mode,  and  he  could 
not  anfwer  to  the  Houfe  for  producing  his  private  letters. 

Duke  of  Richmond  in  reply,  faid,  that  the  enquiry  about  to  Dbke  of 
be  proceeded  upon  was  not  concerning  Huntingdonfhire,  or  Ricbmtnd. 
Huntingdon  voters,  it  was  of  a  much  more  important  na- 
ture ;  it  was  relative  to  the  management  of  Greenwich  Ho- 
fpital,  and  the  treatment  of  the  poor  peniioners.  The  coble 
Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had,  in  his  ufual  manner, 
eodeavoured  to  enter  previoufly  on  his  defence,  and  to  catdb 
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the  pailions  of  an  accidental  audience.  He  did  not  yet  koov 
What  was  the  caufe  of  the  late  lieutenant  governor's  dif- 
miffion,  neither  did  he  care  ;  but  from  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  faid,  it  pollibly  might  turn  out,  that  hrs  crime  was  his 
not  having  been  able  to  get  more  than  two  Huntingdonfliir: 
votes,  where  he  had  promifed  twentj^-feven ;  be  that  as  it 
might,  he  would  not,  while  he  had  legs  to  fland  upon  ia 
that  Houfe,  give  up  the  point,  that  all  letters  received  hi 
minifters  on  the  fubjeft  of  public  bufinefs,  were  letters  of  a 
public  nature,  and  letters,  for  the  produftion  of  which  they 
were  refponiible,  whenever  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  choi: 
to  call  for  them. 

La.  Dwdltj.  Lord  Dudley  fupported  Lord  Sandwich,  and  obfcrvcd,  th^ 
every  minifter,  it  was  natural  to  imagine,  received  a  gre^  | 
variety  of  letters  fo  full  of  trafh  and  nonfenfe,  as  to  be  un- 
worthy of  a  fingle  perufal ;  fome  from  mad-men,  (bme  fro:3 
projeftors,  and  others  from  weak  men  and  ideots*  That  pci- 
fibly  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  received 
many,  advifing  him  of  a  new  mode  of  manning  the  navy, 
building  Ihips,  procuring  navy-timber,  &c.  &c.  projefts 
which  upon  the  face  of  them  mi^ht  appear  too  abfurd  to  de- 
mand a  moment's  notice;  the  mmifters  of  other  departmen:s 
mieht  have  received  iimilar  letters  concerning  their  rcfpeflivc 
fubje£ks  of  adminiftration.  Would  any  noble  Lord  contend 
that  they  were  refponfible  for  the  produdion  of  fuch  letters  ♦ 

Dolce  of  Duke  of  ^/VAmo«i/ maintained  his  firfl  affertion,  and  faiu 
he  thought  he  forefaw  the  intention  and  trick  of  refufing  the 
prefent  letters ;  he  conceived  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  did  not  refufe  them  from  any  particular  dif- 
inclination  to  their  being  feen,  but  that  on  a  fubfequent  oc- 
cafion  on  a  different  fubjeft,  the  fame  excufe  might  be  made, 
and  that  letters  which  bad  not  been  written  by  the  iecretary 
of  any  minifterial  board,  nor  the  anfwer  received  by  the  ie- 
cretary of  any  minifterial  board,  might  be  withheld  when 
aiked  for,  under  the  plea  that  they  were  private  letters* 

Upon  the  queftion  s  being  put,  the  two  laft  motions  were 
loft  without  a  divifion. 

The  Houfe  next  went  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill 

'  (from  the  Commons)  to  explain  and  amend  the  a^  relative 

to  courts-martial. 

Duke  of         Duke  of  Bolton  propbfed  to  leave  out  certain  word^  in  the 

**'         claufe,  which  gave  leave  to  the  court  to  quit  the  place  of 

trial  after  the  hours  of  fitting,  and  aifigned  his  reafoas  Kr 
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ills  motion,  contending  that  the  pcrwer  was  too  cxtenfivc; 
that  it  was  not  required  by  the  navy,  and  might  be  greatly 
abufed. 

His  Grace  was  anfwered  by  Lord  SanJwlch^  who  read  the  Lord  Sand* 
letter  from  the  court-martial  held  on  Admiral  Byng,  com-*"^*« 
plaining  of  the  great  inconvenience  of  being  confined,  and 
rpecifying,  that  though  the  wife  and  child  of  one  of  the  court 
were  dangeroufly  ill  within  fight  of  the  fliip,  that  yet  the 
officer  was  prevented  from  going  to  fee  them.  • 

The  queftion,  that  tlie  words  alluded  to,  ftand  part  "of 
the  claufe,  was  carried  without  a  xlivifion,  and  the  com- 
mittee went  through  the  bill, 

Duke  of  Manchefter  rofe,  and  faid  he  would  not  have  again  Duke  of 
prelumed  to  have  troubled  the  Houfe,  on  the  fubjeft  which  Mancbejitri, 
he  had  fo  lately  rendered  the  topic  of  their  debates,  had  he 
not  fo  altered  his  intended  motion,  and  fo  carefully  framed 
it,  that  he  did  not  imagine  any  noble  Lord  would  now  ob- 
jcft  to  it.  It  was  well  known  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament  treated  every  one  of  their  Lord- 
fhips  with  great  rcfpeft,  whenever  they  chofe  to  hear  their 
debates ;  it  was  therefore  incumbent,  and  he  hoped  every 
Lord  would  feel  that  it  was  incumbent,  upon  that  Houfe,  to 
Ihew  fome  mark  of  civility  and  re^peft  in  return. 

For  this  reafon  he  wiihcd  that  the  motion  which  he  meant 
to  offer  might  meet  with  general  approbation.  He  had  taken, 
his  Grace  faid,  particular  care  to  word  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  (hould  not  militate  againft  any  one  iianding  order  of 
the  Hoofe;  no  objeftlon  therefore  could  be  urged  againft 
it  on  that  head.  As,  however,  if  he  read  it  without  fay- 
ing a  word  or  two  in-  explanation  of  its  tendency,  it  might 
receive  the  epithet  of  trifling  from  thofe  Lords  who  might 
difapprove  of  it  (if  any  fuch  there  fliould  appear)  he  wouI4 
juft  open  his  meaning  refpefting  it.  He  had  feen  feveral  of 
the  plans  for  altering  the  Houfe  and  erefting  a  gallery, 
which  Sir  William  Chambers  had  prepared,  in  confequence 
of  the  order  of  laft  year,  and  though  he  6^\A  not  entirely 
approve  of  what  he  had  feen,  they  ferved  fufficiently  to 
Convince  him,  that  a  gallery  for  the  accommodation  of  one 
hundred  perfons  might  be  ereQcd  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  nei- 
ther to  heat  the  Houfe  in  warm  weather,  render  it  more 
tool  in  frofty  weather,  nor  be  an  inconvenience  to  their 
Lordfhips  in  afly  (hape  whatever.  Though,  for  the  fake  of 
yarding  againft  offering  their  Lordihips  a  diforderly  mo-  . 
Vol.  XII.  X  tion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


154  PARLIAMENTARY       A.  i^i,. 

tion,  he  had  fo  cxprcffcd'it,  that  it  went  only  to  a  general 
and  perfedly  harmlefs  proportion,  he  made  no  fcniple  to 
avow  that  his  wifh  to  enlarge  the  Houfe  was  not  folely 
confined  to  the  idea  of  accommodating  the  genttemeo  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.     He  thought  there  were  a  grat 
many  perfons  of  a  different  defcription  who  ought  to  be 
admitted.    Many  young  geiltlemen  who  might  materialij 
benefit  their  education  from  liftening  to  the  debates.    Maoj 
others  who  though  not  at  prefent  in  Parliament,  might  have 
views  of  obtaining  a  feat  in  the  other  Houfe,  or  a  chana 
of  arriving  at  a  feat  inr  that;  and  a  great  number  of  othcn. 
His  Grace  dwelt  for  fome  time  on  the  propriety  of  admitdo; 
ftrangers  in  general,  of  the  neccffity  of  paying  the  Uovk 
of  Commons  a  particular  compliment,  and  of  the  pover 
which  would  ftilt  remain  with  their  Lordfhips  of  clearing  the 
Houfe  whenever  they  thought  the  admiffion  of  fbangers  im- 
proper,  or  whenever,  from  the  turn  of  the  times,  it  was 
found  advifable  to  fhut  their  doors,  and  debate  in  fecm. 
At  length  he  moved,  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
confider  of  means  to  make  the  Houfe  more  commodious  qq 
fuch  days  as  the  doors  were  open.'* 
U^td  CbsM-      The  Lord  Chancellor  left  the  woolfack,  and  faid  that  fiiw 
"  *^*         it  was  avowed  that  the  purport  and  intention  of  themodoD 
was  to  go  againft  the  Handing  order  of  the  Houfe,  though  the 
motion  in  its  expreflion,  was  not  in  the  leaft  difbrderly,  be 
had  much  rather  that  the  avowal  had  been  ftated  in  the  mo- 
tion than  omitted.     He  was  exceedingly  willing  to  fay,  that 
in  his  private  opii\ion^  he  faw  no  objedion  to  the  admiffioi 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  connivance, 
but  as  their  better  accommodation  was.  the  only  avowed  ground 
of  the  prefent  motion,  he  faw  no  reafon  or  necei&ty  whate¥er 
of  building  a  gallery  or  altering  the  Houfe. 
Eirl  of  Earl  of  Derby  fupported  die  Duke  of  Manchefter,  declaring 

^^''h'  he  felt  an  intcreft  in  his  motion,  and  although  he  had  thcut- 
moft  refpeft  for  every  thing  which  came  from  the  noUe  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  he  could  not  agree  with  him 
on  the  pri'fent  occafion ;  in  faft,  he  thought  very  difierently. 
He  wiflied  moft  heartily  to  return  the  civility  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  he  did  not  fee  that  it 
could  be  better  done,  than  by  agreeing  to  the  prefent  motion; 
.  a  motion  which  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  fopport,  but 
not  merely  on  that  account ;  becaufe,  greatly  as  be  dcfirtdi 
to  pav  the  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  particular 
refpea,  he  by  no  means  wifbed  to  exclude  all  other  ftrangers 
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from  hearing  the  debates  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  tbou^t  the 
whole  public  had  a  right  to  hear  every  thing  thftt  paiTed  in 
that  Houfe,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  admitted,  as  far  as  was 
confifteot  with  the  convenience  of  their  Lordfhips,  and  as 
long  as  they  prcferved  that  decency  of  behaviour  due  to  the 
Honfe.  There  was  fcarcely  a  day,  his  Lordihip  faid,  that 
fomething  materially  interefting  to  every  man  in  the  country 
did  not  pais  within  thofe  walls. 

Earl  of  Effingham  took  the  fame  iide,  and  obferved  tfa^t  1^1  of  ^« 
there  were  days  on  which  their  Lordfhips  could  not,  if  they/^^^Mi* 
would,  exclude  ftrangers  indifcriminately ;  a  point  which 
ought  to  weigh  fomewhat  in  favour  of  the  motion,  for  that 
when  the  members  of  the  other  Houfe  chofe  to  come  in  to 
hear  the  caufes  and  trials  at  their  Lordfhips'  bar^  the  bar  was 
fo  crowded  with  the  counfcl,  the  attorneys,  the  agents,  the 
witneiles,  &c«  that  there  was  not  fuflicient  room  for  them  to 
ftand.  He  therefore  preiTed  the  motion,  and  faid  that  the 
gallery  might  be  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  gentleme^ 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  no  other  ufe,  excepting  only 
on  days  when  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe,  on  which  he 
wiihed  that  ladies  might  be  admitted  into  it. 

Lord  Tcfwnflyend  declared  he  had  no  objection  to  returning  u.  ?#««• 
the  civility  fliewn  to  that  Houfe  by  the  other,  and  wifhed  the/<«^- 
motion  had  been  confined  to  that  fingle  idea^ 

Duke  of  Manchejler  faid  the  ground  of  objeAion  had  Duke  of 
fhiftcd  greatly  fince  lafl  Thurfday  [the  4th.]  It  had  thcn^»'*'>'* 
been  the  argument  againft  his  motion,  that  the  purpofe  of 
it  was  introduced  in  it ;  it  was  now  the  argument  of  objec- 
tion that  it  was  not  introduced  in  it.  His  Grace  mentioned 
the  degree  of  candour  and  civility  due  from  one  peer  to 
another,  and  which  had  formerly  sdways  fo  far  prevailed  in 
that  Houie,  that  when  any  one  Lord  offered  a  motion,  not 
in  itfelf  pregnant  with  inconvenience,  or  contrary  to.  the  or- 
ders of  the  Houfe,  the  motion  was  uniformly  acceded  to. 
The  cuftom  in  modern  times,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  was  dif- 
ferent, Politenefs  and  good  manners  had  fallen  at  the  fhrine 
of  obflinacy  and  rudenefs.  In  order  to  difprove  this  aifer- 
tion,  he  hoped  that  that  noble  Lords  would  have  the  candour 
to  fuffer  a  motion  to  pafs,  which  was  fo  harmlefs,  and  void 
of  inconvenience  as  the  prefent.  Let  the  Houfe  recolle£l  that 
it  determined  nothing,  it  referred  the  matter  to  a  committee, 
in  whom  was  vefled  entirely  the  power  of  deciding  whether 
the  Houfe  fhould  be  enlarged,  or  a  gallery  be  built  or  not. 
His  Grace  obferved  that  of  late  it  was  a  conftant  practice  to 
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throw  the  orders  of  the  Houfe  in  the  teeth  of  every  morioo 
that  was  offered  to  their  confideration.  He  begged  leave  to 
remind  thofe  who  were  fo  fond  of  the  praftice,  that  there 
were  orders  on  the  journals  fo  formed,  that  if  they  were 
complied  with,  it  would  be  morally  impoffible  to  go  through 
half  the  bufinefs  that  each  day  occurred.  Any  one  Lord 
had  a  right  to  call  for  thofe  orders  to  be  read.  Amonf^  otherv, 
there  was  one  that  all  bills  be  read  aloud,  word  bv  word,  sud 
ientencc  by  fcntcnce.  Any  one  Lord  might  objeft  to  ever? 
iingle  fentence,  and  creat«  a  debate  upon  it. 

The  Houfe  divided.     Contents  22,  Non-Contcnts  42, 
March  10.     ' 

No  debate. 

March  I'l. 
ys/hop  of        The  Bifhop  of  Landojf  moved,  for  leave  to  T:>riiig  in  a 
4MMdaff.     bill  for  preventing  perfons  divorced  for  the  crime  of  adulter^' 

ifroni  marrying  again  with  the  partners  of  their  guilt.     Bill 

ordered  in  unaninioufly. 

pu[fe  of      fleads  of  the  Duke  of  Richmpnd^j  Speechj  previous  to  the  Hv»h 
ijitctmond*        going  into  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Management  V  : 
Greenwich  Hojpital.  "   \ 

,     .  Motives  for  making  this  royal  EJiabljjfhntent. 

His  Grace  obferved,  that  the  lep^iflature  wifely  forefaw  that 
pothing  would  operate  more  cfFeftually  towards  manning  oor 
navy  than  to  hold  out  to  the  feaman,  that  after  he  had  fought 
the  battles  of  his  coimrry,  he  would  be  fure  of  a  comfortable 
retreat  for  life,  when  age,  wounds^  or  infirmities,  no  longer 
permitted  him  to  follow  his  profeffion.  This  confideratioa 
operated  as  an  encoumgement/o  enter  into  the  fervicc,  it  in- 
spired him  with  alacrity  and  confidence  while  in  ;  it  created 
reColution  to  bravethe  greatcft  dangers  and  bear  the  utmolt 
fatigues.  If  he  fhould  fall,  he  would  fall  glorioufly  in  de- 
fence of  his  country,  or  in  maintaining  its  intereft,  fame, 
and  reputation  ;  if  maimed,  otherwife  wounded,  or  rendered 
weak  and  infirm  by  long  and  fevere  fervice,  he  looked  to 
Greenwich  as  his  afylum,  as  his  home  and  final  retreat. 
There  he  looked  for  eafe,  quiet,  and  reft  from  his  labours  ; 
there  he'looked  for  a  decent,  comfortable  competence  ;  thir 
ther  he  vvent  to  enjoy  eafe  and  tranquility.  Scarely  a 
feaman  in  the  Britifh  navy  but  often  in  the  courfe  of 
tis  life  paffed  that  noble  building,  the  fight  of  which  fug- 
•    .  geftcd 
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gefted  the  plealin^  ideas  and  comfortable  proipefig  now  enu^ 
inerated.  Such  ideas  formed  one  great  fpur  to  exertions  of 
bravery  ;  they  promoted  fidelity,  obedience  and  good  clifci- 
pli  ne.  In  (hort,  they  anfwered  all  the  great  ends  which  the  firft 
founders  had  in  contemplation.  He  acknowledged,  that  thd 
very  magniiirent  appearance  of  the  building,  one  of  the  ii- 
ncil  in  Europe,  was  not  without  its  allurements  and  efTcfl  ; 
but  he  doubted  much,  whether  that  circumftance  was  not 
more  than  balanced  by  the  unneccffary  cxpence  caufed  by 
keeping  the  building  in  repair,  the  falaries  to  officers,  &c,. 
and  while  he  was  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjed,  he  thought 
proper  to  mention,  that  the  number  of  penfioners  in  the 
Houfe  Were  at  prefent  about  22C0,  and  th^  out-peniioners 
upwards  of  500  ;  that  by  the  accounts  laid  before  the  go- " 
vernors  it  appeared  that  tnofe  maintained  in  the  hofpital  flood  . 
the  nation  in  22I.  los.  per  annum  each,  upon  an  average  ; 
while  thofe  out  of  the  hofpital  coil  the  nation  only  five,  in 
fome  inflances  fevcn  pounds  per  annum.  Here  then,  taking 
the  higheft  computation,  it  was  clear  that  the  benefits  of  the 
foundation  might  be  extended  in  the  proportion  of  three  to 
one  ;  that  in  many  refpefts,  particularly  when  the  fuperan- 
nuated  feaman  had  a  wife  and  family,  he  would  be  much  bet- 
ter of,  and  more  contented  with  a  penfion,  andthat  indeed,  in 
every  inflance  ainK)fl,  it  would  be  more  fatisfa£lory  to  him,  to 
return  to  his  parifh,  and  live  in  his  place  of  nativity  among  his 
friends,  relations  and  connexions.  This  coniideration  was 
only  traniiently  thrown  out ;  he  obfcrved,  that  it  did  not 
immediately  mix  with  the  matters  which  formed  the  particu- 
lar bufinels  of  the  prefent  day,  though  it  was  nearly  con- 
neded  with  that  general  reformation,  which  the  prefent  en- 
(juiry  was  ultimately  expelled  to  produce. 

On  the  Ahufe  of  Charitable  Founjatiom  in  general. 

His  Grace  obferved,  that  from  the  difpofition  of  mankind  ; 
the  temptations  which  power  of  every  fpecies  held  out ;  the  ne- 
gligence of  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  attend  to  the  trufls  dele- 
gated ;  and  the  mean^  of  fraud  and  corruption  which  were  ne- 
ceiTarily  put  into  the  hands  of  ingenious  and  unprincipled  per- 
fons,  it  was  well  known  and  univerfally  acknowledged,  that 
the  revenues  eftablifhed  or  created  for  the  flated  fupport  of 
charitable  foundations,  were  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  al- 
ways abufed.  Apply  this  obfervation  to  the  revenues  ap- 
propriated for  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  he 
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ventured  to  afHrm,  that  the  obfcrvation  would  prove  to  be 
true.     He  did  not  wifh  to  be  undcrftood,  to  make  a  direft 
application  to  the  proofs  which  might  come  out  in  tfac  couHe 
of  the  enquiry  to  the  extent  they  were  ftated  in  the  complaint 
before  the  Houfe  ;  but  generally  that  fuch  was  the  confc- 
quencc  of  all   charitable   foundations  fupported  by  ftated 
revenues.     The   reafon  was  plain,   thofe  whofc  duty  it  is 
to  fee  that  the  ends  of  the  foundation  are  properly  car- 
ried into  execution,  arc  ignorant  or  inattentive.      If  they 
know  their  duty,  they  are  negligent  and  do  not  attend  to 
it;   if  they  do  not  know,  they  cannot  perform  the   trull 
repofed  in  them.     He  confeiTed,  that  he  ftood  in  the  latter 
predicament ;  for  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  a  governor, 
till  Captain  Baillie  addrefled  him  in  that  capacity,  and  ac- 
companied his  letter  with  a  pamphlet,  ftating  the  various 
abufes  which  had  gradually  crept  into  the  admmiftration  of 
the  affairs  of  Greenwich  HofpitaU     Upon  enquiry  he  found, 
beiides  the  members  of  the  naval  and  official  boards,  that 
the  great  officers  of  flate,  all  privy  counfellors,  and  feveral 
other  pedbns  were  governors  or  direftors:  indeed, he  believed, 
there  was  hardly  a  fingle  Lord  prefcnt  who  was  not  of  the 
number,  nor  a  fingle  Lord  not  in  office  prefent  who  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter.     [DukcofChandosdefired  not  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  number.]  Afingle exception  proved  more  ftrong- 
ly  what  he  faid.     The  noble  Duke  was,  he  prefumed,  very  at- 
tentive to  his  duty  ;  he  had  no  right  to  doubt  any  thing  which 
the  noble  Duke  thought  proper  to  alTert.     He  could  adduce 
an  unqueftionable  proof,  founded  in  experience,  that  cha- 
rities fupported  by  fettled  revenues  were  fubjeft  to  abufe  and 
malverfation,  which  was  that  individuals  and  the  public  were 
always  complaining  of  them,  while  thofe  maintained  by  vo- 
luntary contribution  were  free  from  thofe  objeAions.     In 
the  former,  the  ends  of  the  charity  were  defeated,  and  the 
revenue  appropriated  to  the  difpofal  of  the  officers  and  parti- 
cular perfoDs  entruftcd  by  the  conflitution  of  the  charity, 
whereas,  thofe  noble  and  extenfive  charities,  the  moft  noble 
and  numerous  in  the  world,  which  were  fupported  by  volun- 
tary contributions  in  this  great  city,  were  conduacd  with 
ability  and  integrity,  upon  this  clear  operative  ground,  that 
thofe  who  have  an  intercft  in  rendering  them  permanent^ 
know,  that  if  any  frauds  or  abufes  (hould  be  difcovered,  they 
would  immediately,  the  fupport  being  withheld^  fall  to  the 
ground* 
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St€ae  of  the  Rtutnwi  of  Greenwich  Hofpital, 

His  Grace  faid,  that  the  prefent  nett  revenue  of  the  hofpl- 
tal,  amounted  to  between  feventy  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  The  rental  of  the  Derwentwater  c^ftate^ 
was  about  thirty,  the  nett  receipt  at  the  treafury  of  the  ho- 
fpital,  24,0001.  The  iixpence  per  man  per  month,  from 
every  Teaman  ferving  aboard  the  royal  navy,  produced 
fometimes  more,  fometimes  lefs,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  feamen  voted  and  muftered ;  in  times  of  peace, 
the  number  was  comparatively  fmall,  in  war  time  very  great ; 
at  prefent  it  was  about  26,  oool.  The  iixpences  paid  by  per- 
foDs  in  the  merchants'  fervice,  about  i2,oool.  the  intereft  of 
245,«ooK  three  per  cent,  confols  7,32oK  His  Grace  ftated 
two  or  three  other  fmalier  fums,  and  made  the  whole,  in- 
cluding the  grants  from  parliament,  to  amount  to  upwards  of 
70,0001.  per  annum,  in  time  of  war,  and  about  do,oooI.  in 
time  of  peace.  This,  he  faid,  was  a  noble  revenue ;  and  if 
faithfully  applied,  to  the  ilfes  for  which  it  was  granted,  was 
folly  equal  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  it  was  intended  to 
effcft. 

Royal  Charter  &f  Incorporation  and  new  Commjpon. 

His  Grace  obferved,  on  the  terms  of  the  royal  charter, 
the  deviations  from  it  in  the  new  commiflion,  itTued  of  late 
years,  and  the  apparent  intention  of  tbefe  deviations.  Thofe 
deviations,  he  faid,  bore  a  dired  relation  to  the  late  tranfac- 
tions,  and  feem  to  authorife,  in  fome  meafure,  the  various 
abofes  complained  of  by  Captain  Baillie,  being  manifeftly 
calculated  to  veft  the  whole  power  in  the  admiralty -board. 
The  firft  inftance  which  appeared  was,  that  the  charter  ex- 
prefledly  provided,  that  none  but  feafaring  men,  or  perfons 
bred  to  the  Tea,  ihould  hold  any  place  or  office  in  the  hofpi- 
tal ;  diat  is,  ihould  be  officers  ;  and  by  a  fubfequent  provi- 
iion,  it  is  provided  likewife,  that  none  but  officers  fhall  be 
of  the  council.  The  conclufion  was  therefore  felf-evidcnt, 
that  none  but  feamen  (hould  be  of  the  council.  Here  then 
was  one  of  the  capital  grievances  complained  of  by  Captain 
Baillie,  that  the  officers  of  the  hofpital  were  not  feamen,  or 
fea- faring  men;  and  of  courfe,  that  the  very  council,  who 
decided  on  his  complaints  and  condufl:  as  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, were  not  competent  either  to  fit,  hear,  or  determine  on 
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his  coh(lu£):  and  complaints.  The  very  prime  grievance,  he 
had  to  complain  of,  as  lieutenant  goverhdr,  t^ras,  that  land- 
men were  introduced  into  offices,  contrary  to  the  ipirit  and 
letter  of  the  charter ;  the  perfbnal  injuftice  done  himl'eif, 
was,  that  the  very  men  he  complained  of,  were  conftituted 
his  judges :  he  did  not  fay,  that  the  new  conGfrniilioa  was 
fo  worded,  as  to  juftify  fo  flagrant  an  innovation  and 
abufe;  but  he  begged  leave  to  remind  their  Lordihips, 
that  what  was  clear,  direft,  and  explicit  in  the  charter, 
appeared  ambiguous  and  indefinite  iii  the  new  commiV- 
fion.  His  Grace  pointed  out  feveral  other,  alterations 
from  the  old  charter,  exprefsly  framed  for  the  purpofe  of 
veiling  unknown  and  extraordinary  powers  in  the  admiralty, 
or  rather  the  firft  Lord,  by  which  the  regulatory  power  of 
the  general  court  was  abridged,  and  that  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty  cdnfiderably  ftrengthened  and  increafedi 

Upon  Captain  Baillie^s  Complaint^ 

His  Grace  proceeded  to  fay,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Mr. 
Baillie,  but  in  the  manner  already  ftated,  nor  of  the  fafls,! 
but  as  they  might  prefent  themfelves  to  every  one  of  their 
Lordfhips  judgments,  as  well  as  his.  If  true,  they  well  de- 
ferved  the  attention  and  interpofition  of  that  Houfe;  if 
falfe,  Captain  Baillie  muft  abide  the  confcquences.  Thej 
contained  very  heavy  charges  indeed,  and  it  behoved  the  ac- 
cufer,  to  fupport  them  with  a  fuitable  degree  of  proof.  He, 
for  his  part,  neither  pledged  himfelf  to  that  Houfe  or  the 
public,  for  their  truth  or  falfehood.  As  a  perfon,  whofe  par- 
ticular duty  as  a  governor,  and  general  obligations  as  a  peer 
of  the  realm,  he  received  the  complaints,  and  prefemed  them 
to  that  Houfe.  They  might,  for  all  he  could  undertake  to  fay 
to  the  contrary,  have  proceeded  from  malice,  pique,  or  dif- 
appointment.  He  allured  their  Lordfliips,  that  he  did  not 
prejudge  either  way.  He  had  heard  nothing  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  tarl,  who  was  particularly  pointed  at  by  thi«  en- 
quiry, nor  of  the  other  parties  accufed  ;  he  therefore  expcfled, 
and  wiflied  to  be  coniidered  in  the  fituation  of  every  noble 
Lord  prefent,  that  was  waiting  to  hear  the  written  and  parole 
evidence  adduced  on  both  fides,  and  proceed  to  give  a  final 
opinion,  agreeably  to  his  judgment  and  confcience. 

Their  Lordfhips  would,  when  formed  into  a  committee, 
be  iTk  poffeffion  of  every  faft,  which  came  vvilhin  his  know- 
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edge ;  for  the  papers,  from  which  he  had  drawn  his  chief 
nformation,  were  upon  the  table ;  but  as  it  would  be  pre- 
umptuoos  in  him,  to  lead  the  Honfe  into  an  enquiry,  which 
nuft,  from  the  nature  of  it,  demand  fo  much  of  their  Lord* 
hips'  time  and  attention,  without  ftating,  at  leaft,  fome  of  the 
grounds  which  induced  him,  he  would,  with  their  permiffion, 
uft  give  the  outline,  or  more  ft ri king  parts,  of  the  grounds 
)f  complaint,  on  which  he  founded  his  claim,  for  nanding 
foremoft  in  the  prefent  buiinefs. 

The  firft  he  (hould  mention,  was,  that  of  introducing 
andmen,  contrary  to  the  charter,  into  offices  in  the  hofpitaU 
This  was  ftated  as  the  great  caufe  of  abufe  and  dtfTention ; 
ibufe,  as  perfons  of  that  defcription,  found  a  feparate  inte- 
reft  in  creating  and  perpetuating  the  mifchiefs  fo  much  com- 
j>lained  of;  difTention,  becaufe  it  created  two  parties  in  the 
[lofpital,  who  were,  from  their  interefts  as  well  as  fentiments, 
at  perpetual  enmity  with  each  other. 

He  read  a  lift  of  twenty-two  officers,  who,  according  to 
the  charter,  had  no  right  to  occupy  any  place  whatever  in  the 
kofpital,  five  of  whom  were  of  the  council,  and  were  of 
rourie,  on  the  ground  mentioned  before  by  him,  excluded  . 
from  the  council.  This  innovation,  had  given  birth  to  the 
iliftin£tion  of  landmen  and  feamen,  and  proved  the  iburce  of 
cndlefs  altercation  and  ill-will,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the 
interefts  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  the 
penfioners,  were  daily  facrificed. 

His  Grace  mentioned  the  cafe  of  a  contraftor  [Mellifh]  who 
bad  been  conviAed,  in  feveral  penalties,  for  felling  hull  and 
buU-ftag  beef  at  the  price  of  good  fat  ox  beef.  This  man  had 
l)een  detefted  in  other  frauds,  fuch  as  giving  (hort  weight, 
and  even  ftealing  the  meat  he  had  himfclf  fupplicd.  Cap- 
tain Baillie  brought  this  fellow  to  juftice,  and  twenty-five 
penalties  were  recovered.  Captain  Baillie  again  complained, 
and  convided  him  upon  his  breach  of  contraft,  for  furnilhing 
bull-beef,  and,  upon  the  offence,  recovered  only  one  hundred 
pounds,  the  dire^ors  having  compromifed  the  affair,  and  let 
the  fellow  off;  though,  if  the  affair  had  not  been  thus  mad« 
up,  there  would  have  been  upwards  of  one  hundred  penalties, 
of  ten  pounds  each,  recovered.  But  if  any  thing  could  be 
more  extraordinary,  this  man  had  the  contraft  renewed  with 
him,  and  is  ftill  the  a£tual  contraftor,  who  fcrves  the  hofpita!. 

It  is  true,  he  heard  that  Mellifh  had  offered  the  loweft  terms, 
and  that  the  direftors  were  obliged  to  accept  of  them.  The 
apolc^y  was  abfurd,  and  carried  falfchood  upon  the  very  face 
of  it.    The  direftors  of  Greenwich  Hoi'piul,  could  not  be 
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fcrious,  when  they  fet  up  this  defence.     It  was  well  known, 
that  the  n^vy  board  never  gave  a  contraft  a  fccond  tiraeio 
any  man,  who  had  failed  in  the  performance  of  the  prccccd- 
ing  one ;   much  lefs  to  one  who  had  been  convided,  and 
openly  and  legally  convifted  of  a  fraud,  in  a  court  of  juftict. 
He  had  heard,  and  believed,  that  a  learned  and  noble  Lord, 
now  prefent  in  his  place  [Mansfield]  before  whom  the  caufe 
was  tried,  and  tire  firft  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  rcco- 
covered,  expreffed  himfelf  in  terms  of  the  warmeft  indigna- 
tion; and  wifhed  that  the  defrauder  might  undergo  the mcit 
exemplary  punifhment  the  nature  of  the  caufe  would  permii 
His  Grace,  preyious  to  his  opening  on  the  head  of  frafl(is, 
read  a  fecond  time  the  lift  of  landmen  who  were  officers.    Tk 
furveyor,  fteward,  fecretary,  chaplain,  fecond  chaplain,  cook, 
undercook,  fculHon,  under fcullion,  butler,  under  butler, &c. 
and  their  feveral  affiftants.  He  remarked,  thatthcfpiritofci- 
eluding  any  perfon,  bearing  the  leaft  relation  to  the  fea,  to 
fuch,  that  the  woman  who  waflied  for  the  hofpital,  for  whicii 
there  was  a  charge  of  14001*  a  year,  the  head  matron,  and  ma- 
trons of  the  feveral  wards,  were  all  the  wives  or  widows  of  land- 
men ;  while  thchigheft  mark  of  favour,  the  feamatfswifcor 
widow  received,  was  that  of  nurfing  any  of  the  pcrifioncrs  who 
happened  to  be  ill.     Another  ftriking  alteration  from  the  oU 
charier  was,  that  though  it  originally  provided,  that  aU  the  re- 
venues, &c.  of  the  hofpital  fhould  be  applied  folely  totk 
maintenance  of  feamen  and  feafaring  perfons,  a  claufe  wss 
introduced  into  the  new  commiflion,  for  impowering  the  cor- 
poration! to  difpofe  of  all  the  eftates,  revenues,  incomes,  &c 
belonging  to  the  hofpkal. 

The  next  grievance  his  Grace  ftated  was,  the  mode  adopt- 
ed of  giving  money  in  lieu  of  proviiions.  There  were  two 
lifts,  called  the  chalk-off  and  butler's  lift.  All  thofc  upon 
the  chalk  lift  had  money,  in  lieu  of  their  allowance,  twice  a 
^  week ;  all  thofe  in  the  butler's  lift,  every  day  in  the  week, 
What  was  the  confequence  ?  Great  numbers,  almoftallthc 
penfioners,  were  in  either,  by  which  means  the  officers,  ba- 
ker, cook,  &c.  gave  them  a  trifle,  and  enabled  them  to  get 
drunk.  This  was  the  fource  of  endlefs  confuiion  and  difor- 
der;  the  penfioners  thus  intoxicated,  were  liable  to  fet  the 
hofpital  on  fire,  were  turbulent,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate,  ii  migkt 
be  well  prefumed,  were  infolent  and  ungovernable.  It 
proved,  however,  a  great  fource  of  profit,  to  the  officers  and 
civil  men,  and  was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  naval  officers, 
who  were  daily  witncfles  to  this  injuftice,  and  the  roilchiefs 
which  it  occalionsd.  This  was  one  of  Uie  firft  abufcs.  Cap- 
tan 
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tain  Baillie  endeavoured  to  put  a  flop  to,  and  fuch  an  intei'-^ 
ferencc,  which  went  to  the  cutting  off  the  illicit  profits  arifing 
from  thofe  lifts,  was  fully  fufficicnt  to  create  in  them,  towards 
him,  the  moft  rooted  enmity  and  implacable  refentments. 

The  bread  was  another  lubjefl  of' complaint,  and  the  beer 
was  fo  bad  at  one  time,  that  no  le(s  than  four  thoufand  gal- 
lons of  it  were  obliged  to  be  ftaved  as  unfit  forufe,  and  yet  no 
notice  was  taken  of  it,  nor  cenfure  incurred  by  the  brewer. 

His  Grace  flated  likewife  the  abufe  of  turning  out  the 
feamen  from  fevcral  wards,  to  make  room,  or  rather  to  en- 
large the  apartments  of  the  civil  officers,  by  which  the  other 
wards  were  crouded,  and  in  one  inftance,  the  fhutting  up  the  - 
ftair-cafc,  leading  to  the  naval  officers  apartments,  for  the 
fame  purpofe. 

He  mentioned  feveral  inftances  of  the  hofpital  revenue 
having  been  wafted  in  alterations  and  unneceffary  repairs^ 
particularly  in  expending  loool.  in  the  cleaning  and  refrefh- 
ing  the  paintings  m  the  hall,  though  the  job  was  not  worth 
more  than  half  the  money. 

His  Grace  finally  proceeded  to  make  an  application  of 
thofe  feveral  charges,  fo  far  as  they  might  be  thought  to  affeft 
the  admiralty-board,  the  court  of  directors,  &c.     He  faid, 
Captain  Baillie,   after   feveral  fruitlefs  attempts  to  rcftify 
the  abufes  himfelf,  had  ftated  them  in  a  pamphlet,  accom- 
panied witli  a  letter  to  Lord  Sandwich  ;  that  getting  no  fa- 
tisfaftory  anfwer,  he  wrote  a  fecond  time,  and  begged  that 
a  full  meeting  of  all  the  governors,  dirediors,  &c.  might  be 
called,  by  previous  notice  in  the  London  Gazette,  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  the  fads  contained  in  his  publication.     A 
court  was  called,  in  the  ufual  manner,  without  any  notice 
given  in  the  Gazette ;  and  when,  at  that  meeting,  he  objciled 
to  it,  on  the  ground  that  none  but  particular  pcrfons  had  no- 
tice, and  them  by  fpecial  fummons,  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, who  was  prefent,  replied,  that  it  was  in  his  power 
folely  to  give  orders  for  the  attendance  of  whom  he  pleafed  ; 
that  at  the  court,  thus  conftituted,  the  captain's  complaints 
were  referred  to  a  committee,  compo^d  of  the  very  perfons 
moftly  againft  whom  his  charges  were  made  !— He  attended, 
however,  at  that  committee ;  but  what  was  the  confequence  ? 
He  flood  there  as  a  culprit,  to  anfwer  charges,  but  was  not 
permitted  to  go  into  his  proofs  ;  nay,  more,  he  was  not  per- 
mitted to  go  into  his  defence.     Mr.  Cuft,  the  chairman,  re-    . 
fufed  10  hear  him,  either  as  an  accufer,  or  as  (he  perfon   ac- 
cufcd.     It  was  true,  he  told  him  that  he  fhould  be  heard  ; 
Y  2  but 
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but  Mr.  Cuft  not  attending  afterwards,  his  promife  was  not 
performed.  Mr.  Barker, '  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Cuft  in  the 
chair,  even  rcfufcd  to  promifc  ;  fo  that  the  event  was  cmEtHj 
as  might  be  expelled  :  he  was  condemned  unheard  by  the  par* 
ty  acCufed  ;  and,  on  the  report  being  received  by  the  general 
court,  the  court  agreed  to  the  terms  of  the  report,  by  coa- 
fenting  to  his  fufpenfion,  and  recommending  to  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  to  remove  him  from  bis  poft  in  the  faofpital. 

What  was  the  noble  Lord's  condu6^,  after  continuing  him  | 
under  fufpenfion  for  fome  months  ?  He  at  length  difmiflU 
bim  from  his  poft,  the  juft  reward  of  upwards  of  forty  yean 
<^rvice.  Here  the  firft  injury  was  completed;  for,  as  hehai 
«een  condemned  in  the  firft  inftance  without  an  hearing,  fe 
he  was  difmifTed  contrary  to  law ;  for  he  had  not  even  the 
favour  of  a  moclc  trial.  He  confeifed  it  was  competent  to 
Lord  Sandwich  to  difmifs  him  for  mifcondu£l  or  mi(beha- 
viour-^Had  his  Lordihip  any  proof  of  either  ?  None  that  be 
could  finally  proceed  upon.  Captain  Baillie  had  a  condi- 
tional freehold  in  his  office,  and  until  the  perfon  authorifed 
•to  difmifs  him  had  proper  proof  that  he  had-  forfeited  the  of- 
fice, by  a  breach  of  the  condition  on  which  he  held  it,  that  of 
a  faithful  performance,  it  was  incompetent  to  his  Lrordihip 
either  to  remove  or  difmifs  him. 

The  mentioning  the  period  which  took  place  bet^ireen  his 
fufpenfion  and  final  difmifiion,  brought  fully  to  his  recollec- 
tion a  very  ilrong  part  of  the  captain's  cafe,  that  was  a  nego- 
tiation, carried  on  by  verbal  mefi'ages,  which  pafled  betpreen 
hini  and  the  noble  Earl.  During  this  interim,  a  propofitioa 
came  from  his  Lordfhip,  that  if  Captain  Baillie  would  con- 
fent  to  flop  all  further  proceedings,  and  take  no  notice  in 
point  of  the  report,  he  would  procure  an  equivalent  of  600I. 
per  annum^  which  was  equal  to  the  profits  of  his  deputy-go- 
vernorfhip.  This  propofal  Captain  Baillie,  in  the  fpirit  of  a 
gentleman,  an  officer,  and  an  honcft  man,  rcje£tcd,  though, 
if  his  foul  was  net  fuperior  to  his  circumftances,  it  was  a 
Ilrong  temptation,  confidering  he  had  a  wife  and  feveral  chlU 
dren  to  maintain.  The  motive  affigncd  for  this  ofFcr,  he  un- 
derflood,  was  to  prevent  the  affair  coming  before  Parliament. 

His  Grace  then  moved,  that  the  Houfc  do  form  itfclf  into 
a  committee  to  take  into  confideration  xhe  papers  relative  to  the 
management  of  Greenwich  Hofpical.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  re- 
marked, if  the  fadt  relative  to  the  fuppofed  negotiation  was  true, 
that  either  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  looked 
upon  Captain  Baillie  as  an  injured  man,  or  had  aded  ex- 
tremely wrong,  in  propofing  to  give  him  an  equivalent,  When 
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be  looked  upon  .him  as  deferving  difmifHon,  for  his  mifbe- 
haviour,  mifcondud,  and  inability  to  difcharge  the  fun£tions 
t>f  his  office. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  he  fliould  not  adhere  to  method  or  Earl  of 
arrangement  in  replying  to  the  fevcral  parts  of  the  noble  Sandwkbm 
Duke's  fpeech,  for  heihoatd  anfwcr  the  laft  part  of  it  firft. 

As  to  the  negotiation,  which  the  noble  Duke  dated,  he  af- 
firmed, upon  his  honour,  that  it  was  falfe.  The  motives 
afcribed  to  him  were  from  their  nature  improbable— In  the 
firft  place,  there  was  nothing  he  more  defired,  than  that  Cap- 
tain Baillie  fhould  give  a  public  anfwer  to  the  report :  and  as 
to  the  other  motive,  that  of  keeping  the  affair  from  Parlia- 
ment, his  anfwcr  was,  that  Parliament  were  already  in  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  and  that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  Captain 
Baillie  to  prevent  it.  He  further  aflured  their  Lordfhips,  that 
be  fent  no  meflage  to  Captain  Baillie  ;  for  the  truth  was,  that 
be  had  received  one  from  him.  Mr.  Murphy  was  the  perfon 
who  delivered  him  the  mefTage  ;  he  believed  he  could  juilify 
him  j  he  looked   upon  hfm  to  be  a  gentleman,  and  was  fure, 

when  examined,  he  would  lell  the  truth. Here  his  Lord- 

ihip  was  interrupted  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  informed 
his  Lordfhip  this  was  not  the  time  to  draw  conclufions  from 
evidence  not  read,  nor,  of  courfe,  in  point  of  debate,  properly 
before  the  Houfe. 

After  fome  declarations  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  fimilar 
to  thofe  made  in  his  firft  fpeech,  that  he  did  not  ftand  up.  as  an 
accufer,  but  merely  in  the  light  of  a  grand  juror,  whofe opi- 
nion being  formed  on  ix  parte  evidence,  when  that  evidence 
appeared  ftrong,  was  juftined  in  fending  the  matter  to  be  ful- 
ly inveftigated  and  enquired  into,  previous  to  a  final  determi- 
nation, the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee.  Lord 
Scarfdalc  in  the  chair. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  His  Grace  then  opened  the  manner  Oakeof 
in  which  he  propofed  to  proceed,  and  to  arrange  and  felefl:  RUbmond. 
the  evidence,  which  was  bringing  witnelTes  at  once  to  every 
dlftind  head,  and  not  examining  any  witnefsto  what  he  might 
know  of  feveral  different  heads  :  thus,  bull  beef,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  diredors,  (hoes  and  ftockings,  &c. 
would  form  each  a  feparate  head  ;  he  therefore  propofed 
to  examine  as  many  as  knew  any  thing  of  a  fingle  head,  to 
that  head,  anfl  no  more  at  a  time.  Should  the  other  mode  be 
adopted,  that  of  examining  every  witnefs  relative  to  every 
thing  he  knew,  at  once,  it  would  afterwards  be  impoifible  to 
arrange  or  fe1e£l  the  evidence,  without  an  infinity  of  trouble 
and  confafion. 
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Earl  of  Sandwich  oppofed  this  mode  of  proceeding  very 
ftrenuoufly;  faid  it  would  be  a  very  great  hardfliip  to  have 
all  the  witnefles  attend  the  enquiry  from  beginning  to  end, 
which  muft  be  the  cafe,  fhould  the  noble  Duke's  propofition 
be  acceded  to. 

This  produced  a  (h^rt  debate;  but  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond's motion  was  agreed  to. 

Lord  Fortefcue  faid  he  Oiould  be  glad  to  know  if  there  were 
any  papers  refpeAing  Captain  Hood,  the  treafurer  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital,  before  the  Houfe ;  and  underftanding  there 
were  not,  he  rofe  to  move,  that  the  papers  relative  to  the  in- 
ftrudions  received  under  the  laft  charter  to  that  gentlemaa 
be  laid  before  that  Houfe. 

I'he  Houfe  being  in  a  committee,  this  propofition  was  ob- 
jeSed  to,  and  brought  on  a  (hort  debate  on  the  point  of  or- 
der ;  but  the  committee  being  now  very  thin,  it  was  agreed 
to  move  for  the  papers  the  next  day,  in  a  full  Houfe,  to  which 
time  both  theCommiuee  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
March  12. 

As  foon  as  the  private  bufinefs  was  over,  the  committee  on 
the  Greenwich  Hofpital  bufinefs  was  Rfumed. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  afternoon  was  taken  up  with 
reading  the  papers  on  the  table  ;  after  which  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  faid  he  was  ftill  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  which 
mode  their  Lordfhips  would  wifli  to  adopt  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  witnefles,  that  of  confining  the  witnefs  to  a  tefti- 
mony  on  one  fingle  article  at  a  time,  and,  when  he  had  con- 
cluded his  evidence,  difmifling  him,  and  calling  another  wit- 
nefs, and  fo  on  ;  or,  when  in  poflTeiTion  of  a  witnefs,  interro- 
gating him  to  the  whole  of  what  he  knew  refpcQing  every 
one  of  the  heads  of  enquiry. 

Lord  Raven/worth  was  for  the  former  mode,  as  it  was  more 
fimple  in  its  manner,  and  could  be  attended  with  no  poifible 
inconvenience,  but  that  of  obliging  feveral  of  the  witnefles 
to  attend  dc  die  in  diem^  which  was  never  confidered  as  a  folid 
objedtion  in  a  court  of  juftice.  % 

Lord  Chancellor  thought  the  expedient  approved  of  by  the 
noble  Lord  was  by  no  means  a  judicial  one,  it  being  perfedtly 
unufuai  for  a  man  to  enter  upon  a  defence  till  he  underftood 
the  extent  of  the  accufation  produced  againft  him.  It  might 
be  a  means  too  of  preventing  their  Lordfliips  arriving  at  all 
the  information  they  defined  ;  for  a  witnefs  might  accidentally 
flip  an  important  circumftance  from  his  recolledion  one  mo- 
ment, which  he  might  recover  the  next.  Now,  if  he  was 
finally  difmifled  at  one  hearing  from  one  particular  fubjecl, 
3  however 
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however  often  he  mi^ht  be  interrogated  on  others,  he  coal  J 
not  be  allowed,  confiftent  with  the  plan,  to  fugged  any  of 
tbofc  after-remembrances,  which  might  cafually  arife  on  that 
article  of  which  he  had  previoufly  fpoken  ;  whereas,  if  he 
gave  a  general  tefiimony  on  all  the  articles  together,  he  might 
recoUeft  at  one  time  what  had  efcaped  him  at  another  ;  fo 
that  their  Lordfhips  would  ultimately  have  all  the  informa* 
tion  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  evidence  to  give. 

Lord  Camden  differed  from  the  noble  Lord  on  the  wool-  Lord  Cm* 
&ck.  He  thought  the  witnefles  would  be  much  more  likely  ^^** 
to  have  all  their  thoughts  about  them,  when  particularly  quef* 
tioned  on  a  feparate  fubjeA,  than  when  tumultuoufly  exa- 
mined on  a  variety.  The  beft  mode  of  examining  in  this  fi- 
tuation,  he  faid,  was  that  which  was  the  cleared,  and  the 
moft  expeditious.  Both  thefe  ends  were  the  beft  efFeSed  by 
method  and  order..  Method  made  every  thing  perfpicuous, 
and  perfpicuity  was  a  material  ftep  to  brevity.  According  to 
that  mode  of  judgment,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
laft  expedient  for  examining  the  witnefles  to  one  fubjed  at  a 
time  was  the  beft,  becaufe  it  had  infinitely  more  method  in  it, 
than  the  promifcuous  alternative  recommended  by  the  noble 
Lord. 

Earl  of  Manifield  fupported  the  Lord  Chancellor's  opinion  ^^''^  ^^ 
with  particular  energy  and  weight,  and  was  anfwcred  by  the  ^^^^fi^^* 
Duke  of  Richmond \  after  which,  it  being  left  to  the  choice  I>«kc of 
of  bis  Grace  to  purfue  what  order  he  thought  proper,  it  was  ^^^^^'^'^' 
fettled  that  one  charee  (hould  be  done  with  before  Another 
was  proceeded  to,  and  the  witnefles  be  called  again  to  the  other 
fubjeds  as  they  might  be  wanted. 

The  firft  article  in  his  intended  enquiry,  he  faid,  was  this : 
a  complaint  *^  that  a  new  charter  had  been  conftrudled  dif* 
fering  in  many  important  variations  from  the  original  com- 
ffliffion.''  To  the  proof  of  this  circumftance  he  firft  called 
Capt.  Bai/isfy  whodepofed,  that  he  had  compared  the  old  com*  Captaia 
miffion  and  the  late  charter,  and  found  that  feveral  additions  ^*^'*' 
had  been  introduced,  and  many  efllntial  paflages  altered.  He 
believed  the  new  charter  to  have  been  drawn  by  Mr.  Ibbetfon, 
the  fecretary  to  the  hofpital,  as  the  principal,  if  not  the  on!y» 
agent  in  the  bufinefs.  It  had  never  been  prefented  to  the  ge- 
neral court  after  its  completion,  nor  did  he  believe  it  had  been 
ever  rcvifed,  even  by  a  court  of  dire£tors,  till  after  the  great 
feal  had  been  annexed  x6  it. 

Being  crofs-examined  by  Lord  Sandwich,  he  acknowledged 
that  he  had  heard  of  more  perfons  concerned  in  fabricating 
the  new  charter  than  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  and  that  the  opinion  and 
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advice  of  the  attorney  and  folicitor  general  had  been  taken 
with  refpeS  to  it. 
Mr.  Ibhet'       Mr.  IbhetfoH  was  then  called  to  the  bar.     He  depofed  that, 
/*"•  fo  far  from  being  the  principal  perfon  concerned  in  thecom- 

pofition  of  the  new  charter,  all  the  hand  he  had  in  it  was  mecr- 
\y  prefenting  it  to  the  board.  The  fabrication  of  it  was  out  of 
his  jurifdidlion,  and  came  more  particularly  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  auditor  [Mr.  hder]  and  Mr.  Everift,  the  folici* 
tor  to  the  hofpital.  He  knew,  from  the  minutes,  that  or- 
ders had  been  fcnt  by  the  general  court  to  order  fuch  a  thing, 
which  he  undtrftood  to  be  pci  fe£lly  within  the  power  of  that 
court,  and  in  irfelf  perfectly  legal  ;  becaufe  he  had  read,  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  tranfafiions  of  the  hofpitaJ,  feveral  accounts 
of  new  charters  having  been  preferred  and  carried  to  the  very 
verge  of  completion,  but  interrupted  at  the  conclufion  by 
fome  accidents  which  were  not  explainec[.  After  a  rough 
draught  had  been  made  of  the  charter,  he  alfo  underftood 
•  that  it  had  been  prefented  to  the  attorney  and  folicitor  gene- 

ral,  for  their  infpe6lion,  and  had  their  concurrence  and  afS- 
fiance  before  it  paff.d  the  great  feal, 

Mr.  Ibbetfon,  on  his  crofs -examination,  afligned  the  reafon, 
as  it  ftruck  him,  why  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  frame  a  new 
charter,  which  was,  the  want  of  power  in  the  old  to  punifli 
frauds  in  the  feveral  departments,  one  in  particular  of  which* 
he  remembered,  where  a  perfon  detefted  of  a  grofs  fraud 
cfcaped  punilhment  on  that  very  account.  He  did  not  re- 
member whether  the  charter  was  fubmitted  to  a  general  court; 
but,  after  leaving  the  bar,  he  drfired  to  be  called  again,  when 
hefaid,  a  draught  of  the  charter  had  been  fubmitted  to  a  ge- 
neral court  in  1774;  but,  on  crofs-examination,  he  could 
rot  undertake  to  fay  that  it  was  exadly  the  fame  as  that 
which  afterwards  parted  the  great  feal.  Ordered  to  withdraw. 
Mt.Everjp.  Mr.  Everi/iy  the  folicitor,  was  next  called  to  the  bar,  and, 
for  the  honour  and  credit  of  human  nature,  it  were  as  well 
that  be  had  Aaid  at  home.  This  long  examination  may  well 
be  confined  within  the  following  fhortcompafs — He  was  dc- 
fired  to  draw  up  a  copy  of  a  charter,  different  from  the  old 
one  ;  he  did  not  know  who  dcfired  him  ;  he  was  not  inform- 
ed what  were  the  alterations  or  deviations  intended  from 
the  original  one  j  he  was  direded  by  fome  perfon,  whom  he 
could  not  recolle6t,  to  ftarch  a  certain  room,  among  old  pa- 
pers, for  a  precedent,  in  orJer  to  afiift^him  in  the  intended  al- 
terations ;  he  did  not  remember  what  thofc  papers  contained, 
or  whether  the  alterations  which  he  made  were  taken  or  co- 
pied from  them  j  neiiher  Lord  Sandwich  nor  iMr.  Eden,  the 
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luditor,  nor  any  other  perfon  inftruSed  him  on  the  fubjeft  ; 
what  he  did  was  out  of  hit  own  head  ;  he  did  not  recoiled 
o  whom  he  delivered  the  draught  of  the  new  charter,  or 
whether  it  was  the  fame  which  was  afterwards  pafled ;  he  gave 
t  to  Mr.  Eden ;  he  could  not  recoiled  that  he  gave  it  to  him  | 
ledid  not  remember  being  with  it  to  the  attorney-general  ^  he 
vasdefired  to  carry  it,  by  Mr.  Eden,  to  the  attorney-general, 
low  a  noble  Lord  ;  he  did,  he  believed,  carry  it  to  him  -,  be  was 
certain  he  did. 

Mr.  Everift  proceeded  in  this  manner,  faying  and  unfay* 
ing,  recoileding  and  forgetting,  for  upwards  or  two  hours, 
till  at  length  the  Duke  of  Richn9nd  moved  that  the  witnefs  Ooke  •r 
might  withdraw.  His  .Grace  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  ^hwmd* 
extraordinary  evidence  now  delivered  at  the  bar  \  faid  fuch 
grofs  prevarications  and  palpable  contradidions  would  not  be 
borne  in  any  other  court  of  juftice,  not  the  lowed  in  the 
kingdom  \  and  fubmitted  to  their  Lord  Chips,  whether  fuch  a 
conduft  ought  to  be  endured,  and  permitted  to  pafs  unno- 
ticed  ?  If  it  was,  he  (hould  exped  nothing  but  this  fpecies  of 
evidence  throughout  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry  :  it  would  ope- 
rate as  an  encouragement  to  other  witneiles  to  copy  the  con- 
dud  of  Mr.  Everift  ;  whereas,  if  a  proper  notice  was  taken 
on  the  prefent  occaiion,  it  would  deter,  by  example,  andXhemr 
that  that  Houfe  was  not  to  be  trifled  with  or  infulted. 

Lord  Chancellor  obferv^d,  that  the  Houfe  had  determined  Lord  Om* 
already  to  call  Mr.  Everift  to  a  fecond  examination,  which  it  ''^« 
would  be  highly  abfurd  to  do,  ihould  they  proceed,  previous 
to  thatfecond  examination,  to  pafs  a  vote  of  cenfure,  or  feem 
to  throw  any  difcredit  upon  his  former  evidence.  Mr.  Eve- 
rift was  to  be  examined  again  on  Monday.  Here  .bis  Lord- 
ihip  went  into  a  long  and  laboured  defence  of  Everift's  tefti* 
mony,  and  faid  he  thought  the  noble  Duke  had  no  right  to 
impeach  his  tcftimony,  unlefs  he  was  prepared  to  ftate  the 
paflages  which  contained  proofs  of  willing  guilt,  not  mere 
errors,  ariling  from  a  want  of  a  correal  and  retentive  me- 
mory, 

Duke  of  Richmond  ohkrvtA^  that  one  part  of  the  learned  Dake  0/ 
Lord's  laboured  harangue  was  moft  clearly  fallacious.  The******^* 
learned  Lord  faid,  that  it  was  unfair  to  condemn  or  cenfure  a 
witnefs,  till  the  whole  of  his  evidence  was  finilhed.  In  his 
opinion,Mr.Everift  had  already  been  fully  heard  to  the  point  on 
which  he  was  called  ;  but  if  he  was  not,  could  it  be  decent 
or  confiftent  with  the  dignity  or  gravity  of  thai  Houfe,  to 
continue  an  examination  which  confifted  of  nothing  but  a 
ftring  of  contradidions,  or  a  refufal  to  anfwer  the  moft  plain 
Vou  XIL  Z  and 
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and  fimple  quefiions  ?  He  (hould  fay  no  more  ;  here  his  duty 
ended ;  and  he  left  their  Lordfhips  to  determine  what  appeared  ta 
them  right.  He  had  done  with  the  witnefs,  and  that  for  a  very 
obvious  reafon.  It  was  not  his  bufinefs,  to  dilate  to  their 
Lordfhips.  He  had  fuggefted  what  (truck  him,  and  left  their 
Lordihips,  as  the  beft  judges  of  their  own  dignity,  Co  deter- 
mine for  themfelves.  He  would  therefore,  make  no  mocioo, 
'  nor  point  out  any  mode  of  cenfure. 
Adjourned  to  the  15th. 

March  15. 
Order  of  the  day  to  pioceed  further  into  the  confideratiQ& 
of  the  management  of  Greenwich  HofpitaK 

The  Lord  Chancellor  quitted  the  woolfack,    and  Lord 
.Scarfdale  took  the  chair  at  the  table. 
Wb^erifl.      Mr.  Everift  was  called.     He  was  examimed  by  Lord  Cam- 
den, the  Duke  of  Richmond,  the  Duke  of  oolton.  Lord 
Onflow,  and  Lord  Shelburne. 

The  fubftance  of  his  teftimony  was  as  follows  :  Xhatia 
the  year  1772,  in  confequence  of  di regions  from  a  geneni 
court,  he  prepared  a  draft  of  a  charter  for  Greenwich  Hofpi- 
tal ;  that  he  fubmitted  the  rough  draft  of  it  to  Mr.  Sibthorpe, 
at  that  time  joint-folicitor  to  the  hofpital  with  him^  that 
when  Mr.  Sibthorpe  had  correded  the'firft  draft,  he  re-co- 
pied it,  and  prefented  the  correded  copy  to  Mr.  Eden,  then 
auditor  and  counfel  to  the  hofpital;  that  Mr.  £8en  fent  ii 
back  with  fevcral  alterations  ;  that  four  new  copies  weit 
made,  in  which  were  inferted,  the  feveral  alterations  fug- 
gefted by  Mr.  Eden ;  that  one  of  thefe  copies  was  laid  before 
the  general  court,  another  before  the  attorney  general,  a 
third' before  the  folicitor  general,  and  a  fourth  before  Mr. 
Eden  ;  that  the  additional  claufe  refpeding  the  fecurity  to  be 
given  by  the  trcafurer  and  fuch  officers,  through  whofe  hands 
the  monies  of  the  hofpital  pafTed,  was  thought  highly  necef- 
fary,  and  therefore  was  introduced  ;  but  that  Mr.  Ibbetfcn 
was  by  no  means  concerned  in  drawing  the  charter,  or  fug- 
gefting  any  one  of  the  alterations  difcoverabte  in  it,  when 
compared  with  the  old  commiifion  ;  in  fad  that  no  perfon  had 
any  hand  in  the  draft  of  it  but  himfelf,  his  partner  [Mr. 
Sibthorpe]  and  Mr.  Eden  ;  and  that  it  was  finally  fettled  and 
adjufled  by  the  attorney  and  folicitor  general. 

Mr.  Everift  further  faid,  he  had  been  in  the  record  room 
of  the  hofpital,  fince  his  examination  on  Friday,  and  had 
fearched  in  vain  for  the  papers  there ;  for  that,  contrary  to  his 
own  cxpeSation,  he  had  found  they  were  in  his  own  poffef- 
fion. 
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The  next  withefs  called  was  fViUiam  Eden^  Efq.  auditor  mmtm 
of  Greenwich  Hofpttal,  one  of  the  late  cotnmiffioners  to  Ame-  ^^»  £^<l* 
rica. 

He  faid,  that  Mr.  Ellis,  fteward  of  the  hofpital,  had  failed 
for  near  four  thoufand  pounds  of  the  hofpitaPs  money,  in 
1771.  That  it  was  found  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  how 
to  proceed  againft  him,  in  order  to  attempt  a  recovery  of  any 
part  of  that  fum.  That  for  want  of  a  charter,  it  was  not 
poffible  to  proceed  in  a  fummary  way.  That  various  other 
inconveniencies  preffing  at  the  fame  time,  the  idea  of  a  char* 
ter  eftabliChing  the  hofpital  in  pofieffion  of  the  rcquifite  po- 
wers, to  prcferve  the  intereft  which  then  belonged  to  the  ho- 
fpital, and  to  increafe  its  future  benefit,  fuggefted  itfelf  to  the 
general  court ;  that  their  folicitor  was,  in  confequence,  in- 
ftruftcd  to  prepare  a  draft  of  a  charter  under  his  [Mr.  Eden's] 
infpedion.  That  as  a  charter  had  been  in  agitation  almoft 
from  the  comtnencement  of  the  prefent  century,  one  being 
drawn  fo  early  as  the  year  1720  ;  the  records  of  the  hofpital 
ferved  in  fome  fort,  to  the  folicitors,  MeJTrs.  Sibthorpe  and 
Everift,  as  their  guides.  That  with  him,  the  commiflion  no 
otberwife  weighed  as  a  plan  to  be  followed,  or  as  ncceffary  to 
be  elTentiallv  adopted  in  the  charter,  than  as  it  contained  a 
variety  of  claufes  fo  well  expreffed,  that  it  did  not  ftrike  him 
that  the  fame  proper  ideas  could  be  put  into  ftronger  language, 
or  given  in  a  clearer  ftile.  That  though  it  was  impoffible  to 
recoiled  every  particular  of  a  tranfadtion  which  had  origi- 
nated feven  years  fince,  and  relative  to  which  he  had  been  fo 
fttddenly  and  unexpededly  called  upon  ;  yet  he  was  fo  far  in 
the  memory  of  the  general  condud  of  it,  that  the  alterations 
which  were  apparent  between  the  charter  and  the  commiflion, 
were  chiefly  fuggefted  by  him  }  that  he  would  not  venture  to 
fafbe  fuggefted  them  all,  becaufe  as  the  copies  of  the  various 
drafts  of  the  charter  were  before  the  committee,  poffibly  his 
own  band  might  appear  againft  him,  but  this  he  would  fay, 
that  whether  he  fuggefted  a  few  only  of  the  alterations,  ot 
the  whole,  he  held  himfelf  refponfible  for  the  entire  charter. 
That  he  was  not  prepared  to  anfwer  the  queftion,  why  the 
words  expreffive,  **  that  the  money  arifing  from  the  income 
of  the  hofpital  fliould  not  be  applied  to  any  other  purpofe  than 
the  benefit  of  the  hofpital"  were  omitted;  but  he  did  not 
doubt  he  had  at  the  time  a  very  good  reafon,  and  indeed  at 
prefent,  he  could  declare  that  the  words  fo  complained  of  to 
be  omitted,  meant  nothing,  and  were  altogether  fuperfliuous, 
as  the  charity  without  them  could  juft  as  fully  proceed  to  pu* 
Aiihthofe  who  mifapplied  the  revenue  of  it,  as  if  thofe  words 
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ftood  in  the  charter.  That  his  general  idei  in  drawing  the 
charter  was,  the  uking  care  of  the  tntcrcfts  of  the  hofpital, 
and  conducing  as  much  as  poffible  to  its  future  benefit. 

That  he  conceived  every  one  of  the  alterations,  which  had 
now  become  the  objeSs  of  the  confidcration  of  the  commit- 
tee, tended  to  further  that  purpofe.     That  the  reafon  of 
obliging  general  courts  to  be  held  twice  a  year  by  the  charter, 
whereas  they  were  to  be  held  quarterly  by  the  commiffion, 
was  for  the  fake  of  the  conveniency  of  bufincfs  ;  that  at  the 
ftated  periods  mentioned  in  the  commiffion,  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  the  commiffioners  were  many  of  them  out  of  town, 
and  the  admiralty-board  eneaged  on  other  important  bufinefs ; 
the  confequence  was,  that  frequently  nine  months  had  elapfed 
before  a  court  was  held,  which,  in  many  cafes,  fuch  as  the 
death  of  a  captain,  or  other  material  officer  of  the  hofpitali 
was  a  matter  of  great  and  real  inconvenience ;  whereas,  agree- 
able to  the  charter,  the  general  courts  muft  be  held  twice  in 
the  courfe  of  a  year,  and  might  be  held  as  often  as  occafion  re- 
quired, and  as  the  avocations  of  the  admiralty-board  would 
sulow  i  an  alteration  much  for  the  d  if  patch  of  bufinefs.  That 
the  alteration  which  gave  to  the  admiralty  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing to  offices  in  the  hofpital,  was  not  a  violation  of  the 
commiffion,  the  general  courts  (as  he  underftood  the  claufe 
in  the  commiffion)  having  only  a  power  to  recommend, 
and  the  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty- board  the  fole  right 
of  deciding  and  appointing  to  the  vacant  place;  a  right  much 
more  proper  to  be  vefted,  in  them,  who  muft  be  the  moft  com- 
petent judges  of  nautical  merit  and  recommendation,  atleaft, 
more  competent  judges  than  gentlemen,  however  refpe£^able^ 
who  had  only  aded  in  civil  capacities*  That thetransferring  the 

Eawcr  of  mifplacingor  fufpending officers  proved  to  havemilbc- 
avcd  themfelves,  from  the  general  court  to  the  admiralty- 
board,  was  for  the  bt*nefit  of  the  hofpiul ;  and  that  he  could 
not  fay  whether  he  omitted  the  words  «*  and  otherwife,"  rc- 
fpeding  which  fo  much  had  been  argued }  he  believed,  how- 
ever, they  were  not  in  the  original  draft  of  the  charter  as  fub- 
mitted  to  his  infpe^ion. 

Mr.  Eden  alfo  fpoke  to  a  variety  of  particulars.  In  an* 
fwer  to  a  queftionor  two  from  Lord  Shelburne,  calling  upon 
him  to  fay,  *<  whether  he  undertook  to  declare,  that  he  had 
at  his  fi.ngle  rifque,  and  by  his  fole  judgment,  given  Grecn^ 
wich  Hofpital,  a  new  inftitution  ?"  and,  <*  whether  he  hid 
the  advice  or  affiftance  of  any  of  the  king's  miniflers,  in  ptt- 
paring  the  charter  ? "  he  declared,  he  had  never  confultcd 
one  of  the  latter,  refpeSihg  the  charter;  but  faid,  that  te 
f  puld  not  agree,  that  th^  charter  gave  the  hofpital  a  new  in- 
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ftitutioo ;  that  he  mvant  00  more  when  he  rettlcd  it,  tnd  be 
was  coovinced  it  extended  no  further,  than  to  comprehend 
every  material  part  of  the  comoiiffion,  and  to  give  fuch  addi- 
tional powers,  as  the  altered  ftate  of  the  eftabliiiiment  of  the 
hofpiral  rendered  neceflary ;  repeating  the  three  principal  rea« 
fons  for  applying  for  a  charter,  viz.  the  neceSty  of  having 
fecurity  for  the  hofpital  money  in  fluAuation,  and  not  fpeci- 
fically  applied,  though  in  different  hands,  for  the  purpofe  of 
difl>urfcment ;  the  necefficy  of  having  a  power  to  inftitute  and 
purfue  any  fuits  which  might  be  th^ght  advifcahle  to  be  in« 
flituted ;  and  the  neceffity  of  rendering  the  education,  &c« 
of  the  boys,  fons  of  the  feamen,  &c.  a  part  of  the  hofpiul 
eftablifliment.  Mr.  Eden  concluded  with  declaring,  that  if 
there  were  any  crime  imputable  to  thofe  who  drew  and  fettled 
the  charter,  he  was  exceedingly  willing  to  (hare  it  with  the 
prefent  Lord  chancellor,  and  the  prefcnt  attorney  general,  , 
for  to  them  and  himfelf  only  was  the  crime  imputable. 

Mr.  Sththorpe  was  alfo  examined,  and  declared,  that  in  the  Mr.  5j(« 
beginning  of  the  year  i  772,  he  was  joint  folicitor  to  Green-  'W* 
wich  Hofpital,  with  the  prefent  Mr.  Everift ;  that  the  reafon 
of  preparing  a  draft  of  a  charter,  was  Mr.  £llis*s  defef^ion, 
and  the  difficulty  of  proceeding  againft  him,  in  order  to  re- 
cover the  hofpital  money  1    Mr.  Sibthorpe  fuccinAly  ftated 
the  whole  procefs  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  charter,  prov- 
ing what  alterations  were  his  making,  and  what  were  thefug- 
geftions  of  Mr.  Eden,  and  affigning  the  reafons  which  adu- 
ated  each.     He  aflerted  that  he  had  no  idea  that  the  charter     ' 
would  ever  be  deemed  an  iqjury  to  Greenwich  Hofpital;  and 
faid,  that  when  he  had  got  it  through  its  feveral  ftages,  and 
it  had  paflcd  the  great  feal,  he  thought  he  had  done  the  moft 
glorious  a<3he  had  ever  atchieved  in  his  life. 

The  next  witnefs  called  was  Mr.  Ibbetfin.  He  declared  Mr.  M^ 
that  the  general  mode  of  fummoning  general  courts,  was  by/^* 
advertifcment  in  the  Gas&ette ;  but  that  on  a  particular  ocoa« 
iion,  fpecial  fuipmons  were  fent  round,  to  every  commif- 
fioner,  excepting  only  the  princes  of  the  blood ;  he  inftanced 
the  cafe  of  eie^ing  Mr.  Seaton  into  the  office  of  fteward^ 
when  a  brother  of  Admiral  Roddam,  and  Mr.  Maddifon, 
were  candidates*  On  that  occafion,  application  had  beea 
made  to  bim  by  feveral  noble  Lords,  to  know  the  day  when 
the  eleftion  came  on,  as  they'  meant  to  attend  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  intimation,  he  had,  he  faid,  thought  it  his 
duty  to  fend  round  fpecial  notices  ;  and  if  there  were  any 
blame  or  fault  in  the  meafure,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge 
himfelf  guilty  of  it,  for  be  bad  himfelf  altered  the  mode  of 
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fummoning,  with  the  hope  of  pleafing  the  whole  commiffion ; 
it  was  however,  he  declared,  the  only  inftance  within  hit 
knowledge  of  the  kind.  With  regard  to  the  general  courts, 
recommending  perfons  who  were  candidates  for  offices  in  the 
hofpitat,  he  had  been  feventeen  years  in  office  at  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  and  he  had  belonged  to  the  admiralty  twenty-fouc 
yeari,  in  all  which  time,  he  had  not  remembered  one  appli- 
cation, though  he  had  feen  feveral  in  the  books. 

He  was  direded  to  attend  another  day,  with  the  books 
containing,  the  minutes  of  fuch  recommendations. 

This  point  of  the  enquiry  being  fo  far  finifiied,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  faid,  he  fhould  for  the  prefent  forbear  any  remark, 
but  (hould  proceed  to  invcftigate  another  article,  that  was — 
The  employment  of  landmen  in  the  various  offices  of  Green- 
wich HofpitaU 
Mr.  Maule.  Mr.  Maule^  clerk  of  the  chccque,  was  called,  and  the  pa- 
per, containing  a  lift  of  the  feveral  officers  of  the  hofpital  now 
living,  as  well  as  of  their  predeceffors,  with  a  dcfcription 
who  had  been  to  fea,  and  who  had  not  [which  had  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  order  of  the  Houfe  been  prefented]  was  pro- 
duced, and  exhibited  to  him;  Mr.  Maule  acknowledged  he 
had  drawn  up  the  paper,  and  was  examined  to  its  contents. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  went  regularly  through  all  the 
^  names,  interrogating  the'witnefs  who  had  and  who  had   not 

been  at  fea?  It  appeared,  that  the  two  prefent  chaplains,  the 
auditor,  the  clerk  of  the  works,  the  fecretary,  the  maftcr 
brewer,  the  treafurer's  clerks,  the  clerk  of  the  checque's 
clerks,  fome  of  the  cook*s-mates,  fomc  of  the  fcuUerjr- 
meh's  mates,  the  butler's  mates,  and  feveral  other  of  their 
prefent  officers,  had  not  been  at  fea !  But  it  likewifc  ap- 
peared, that  fome  perfons  who  had  aded  in  the  fame  capaci- 
ties, in  former  times,  had  likewife  not  been  fea-faring  peo« 
pie. 

As  the  Duke  of  Richmond  made  it  a  point  to  a(k  who 
were  the  predeceiTors  in  office  of  the  prefent  'holders,  and 
whether  they  had  or  had  not  been  at  fea.  Lord  Fortcfcuc  beg- 
ged his  Grace  to  forego  that  methodand  confine  himfelf  to  the 
fingle  quefiion  of,  whether  the  prefent  cnjoyers  of  the  offices 
in  Greenwich  Hofpital,  had  been  at  fea }  declaring  that  an 
abufe  of  the  defign  of  the  hofpital  was  not  lefs  an  abufe  in  it« 
felf,  becaufe  the  fame  had  been  pradifed  before. 
March  16. 

Petition  againft  the  fewers  bill,  praying  that  the  provilions 
of  the  faid  bill  might  not  be  extendea  to  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk. 

Went 
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Went  into  a  committee  on  the  fame,  and  a  motion  being 
made  in  the  committee,  to  prevent  the  operations  of  the  faid  biu 
from  being  extended  to  the  manner  fet  forth  in  faid  petition, 
h  produced  a  debate,  when,  about  eight  o'clock,  the  queftion 
being  put,  the  committee  divided.  Contents,  8 ;  Non-con- 
tents, 8 ;  by  which  the  claufe  was  loft  i  the  mover  not  having 
a  majority.  The  principal  fpeakers  for  the  claufe,  were  the 
Biihop  of  Norwich,  and  Lords  SheLburne,  Camden,  Town*  - 
ihend,  and  Radnor  ^  againft  it.  Lords  Bathurft,  Dudley,  and 
one  or  two  others.  Lord  Townfhend  would  not  vote,  be- 
caufe  he  had  not  been  prefent  when  the  council  were  beard 
at  the  bar.  The  bill  went  through  the  committee,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  Houie  adjourned  to  the  next  ixf, 
March  17. 

Greenwich  Hofpital  enquiry  refumed. 

Mr.  Ibbetfon  called  to  fpeak  to  a  particular  fad,  relative  to  Mr.  Uhu^ 
part  of  his  evidence  on  the  12th  inftant.  /«»• 

He  faid,  he  never  undcrftood,  that  the  alteration  of  the  char- 
ter was  not  made  with  any  intention  of  divefting  the  general 
court  of  the  right  of  recommending  fit  perfons  to  fill  up  fuch 
vacancies,  as  might  from  time  to  time  happen  in  the  civil 
officers  in  the  hofpital.  He  underilood,  if  any  fuch  ufage 
ever  exifled,  it  had  ceafed  long  before  the  prefent  noble  Lord 
came  to  preiide  in  the  admiralty  department ;  indeed,  as  far 
as  his  refearches  went^  from  the  firft  foundation  of  the  cha- 
rity, when  Prince  George  of  Denmark  was  lord  high  adrni^ 
ral ;  and  in  a  variety  of  other  inftances,  recommendations  do 
here  and  there  appear  in  the  books,  but  the  lafl  inftance  was 
made  fo  far  back,  as  the  year  172OJ  nor  when  they  were 
made,  were  they  always^  attended  to.  As  to  the  matter,  to 
which  he  was  particularly  called,  that  of  knowing  from  him, 
whether  he  read  all  the  alterations  propofed  to  be  made  in  the 
general  court,  convened  in  1774;  or  whether  they  were  the 
fame  that  were  afterwards  adopted  ;  he  believed,  he  faid,  that 
they  were  the  fame  ;  and  he  was  certain,  that  he  read  all  the 
intended  alterations  in  the  general  court,  and  not  a  part  of 
them. 

Mr.  AfauUj  clerk  of  the  cheque,  was  again  called  in,  and  j^r.  MmIu 
went  into  a  long  narrative,  relative  to  the  receipts,  difburfe. 
ments,  &c.  of  the  Derwentwater  eftate.  Said,  both  were 
unequal ;  fometimes  the  grofs  produce  was  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  thoufand  ptr  annum-,  fometimes  confiderably  under 
that,  fo  low  as  i8,oool.  great  part  of  the  income  arifing  from 
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the  preface  et  mines  ;  but  on  an  average  of  the  nett  pro- 
duce, he  preAimed,  it  might  be  about  22,Oool.  pir  annum. 

He  was  qucftioned  particulariy,  by  feveral  noble  Loris, 
the  friends  of  the  enquiry^  as  to  the  defcription  of  the  per* 
fens  who  filled  the  offices,  as  far  as  he  knew,  of  whidi  i!x 
following  were  the  moft  remarkable. 

The  prefent  fteward  of  the  Derwentwater  eftate,  had,  Is 
faid,  been  mayor  of  Huntingdon.  Mr.  Scot  was  redor  of 
Simonbume,  a  living,  he  underftood,  worth  upwards  of  gool. 
f$r  annum,  and  fo  of  feveral  others,  fuch  as  the  furveyor, 
clerk  of  the  worfcs,  belonging  to  the  hofpital.  Sec.    Sevml 

Jucftions  were  put  to  him,  whether  he  did  not  diink^the 
reward  and  redor  alluded  to,  with  another  on  that  eftate^ 
&C.  might  not,  with  equal  propriety,  be  filled  with  wj 
chaplains,  admiral's  fecretartes,  captain's  ftewards,  clerks, 
(hip-ftewards,  purfers,  &c.  as  by  landmen  ?  He  replied, fooK 
of  them  might  $  but  a  fteward  and  a  furveyor  of  the  cftats 
ought  to  be  a  perfon  converfant  in  that  bufinefs,  or  the  im- 
nue  might  fufFer  greatly  in  unfkilful  hands. 
Capt.  BaU'  Captain  Baillie  was  then  called  to  the  bar,  and  txzmwA 
&•  relative  to  bull-beef,  the  conviftion  of  the  contrador  at  two 

feveral  times ;  the  compounding  of  the  penalties  by  the  di- 
redors  ;  and  after  all,  the  renewal  of  the  contrad  again  with 
the  fame  man.  His  examination  continued  for  upwards  of 
two  hours,  and  confifted  of  the  feveral  fa6ts  relative  to  thst 
tranfadion  laid  down  in  his  printed  book,  and  likewifetbc 
rule  moved  in  the  Court  of  King's-Bench  fince. 
Mr.  Jibet*  Mr.  Ibbetfon^  the  fccretary,  to  this  point,  faid,  no  pcrfony 
/«*•  made  any  tenders  but  Mr.  Melliih,  unlefs  much  aboat  tbe 

time  of  the  convidions,  when  two  tenders  were  madcj  one 
at  thirty  four,  and  another  fometvhat  lower,  but  Mr.  Mei- 
liih's  was  the  loweft.  Afked,  if  they  were  not  all  MellKh's 
offers  ?  He  could  not  fay.  He  did  not  know  ;  the  pcrfon's 
Chriftian  names  were  different ;  one  was  Charles,  and  the 
other  Peter.  He  did  not  know  how  the  tender  could  bcre- 
fufed.  The  advertifements  in  the  jpubljc  papers,  were  all  of 
the  fame  tenor  ;  they  were  for  the  loweft  offer,  and  muft,  ac- 
cording to  his  opinion,  be  accepted  of,  till  fome  ptbermode 
is  devifed  of  making  thofe  contracts. 
Capt.  ir«/.  Captain  Hobroyd  and  Lieutenants  Smyth  and  Carol  ^f^ 
royd,  &c.  ^examined,  relative  to  frequent  complaints,  made  by  the  fur- 
geons  and  patients,  relating  to  the  veal  fervcd  in  thcinfinnaryf 
and  of  part  of  it  being  frequently  fo  bad,  as  to  be  ttrown 
away,  or  fent  back,  which  they  fcverally  confirmed. 
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The  fteward  was  examined,  on  ihe  laft  head«  He  acknoW' 
edged,  that  there  had  been  frequent  complaints,  but  if  they 
lad  been  urged  in  time,  and  proper  m'^ans  taken,  redrefs 
night  have  been  procured,  without  pufhing  matters  to  ex- 
remity. 

Mr.  Mar/hy  a  commiffioner  of  the  navy,  and  one  of  the  Mr.  Marjh» 
:ourt  of  dired^ors,  was  examined  relative  to  the  renewal  of 
he  contraSj  faid,  he  thought  it  was  better  to  renew  it  with 
VI r.  Mellifh,  than  accept  of  tenders  from  any  pcrfon,  at  an 
Vighcr  price:  he  refufed  to  affign  any  other  reafons.  On 
:rofs  examination,  he  faid,  that  Mr.  Mellifli  was  the  con- 
'ra<flor  with  the  vi£^ualling-board. ;  that  he  had  heard  of  com- 
plaints, while  at  that  board  ;  but  that  it  was  impoilible  to  fulfil 
:hc  term«of  it  focxaftly,  in  the  courfe  of  fo  great  and  extenfive 
a  tranfadtion,  but  that  fome  parrs  of  the  provifions  might  not 
be  equally  good.  This  gentlemen  a£led  in  a* double  capa- 
city, that  of  a  witnefs,  and  an  able  defender  of  Mr.  Mellifh, 
in  whom  he  could  fee  no  fault. 

A  variety  of  altercations  and  fliort   debates  arofe,  in  the 
courfc  of  this  day,  buc  nothing  worth  recording.    ThP  Houfp 
and  committee  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 
March  18. 
Greenwich  Hofpital  enquiry  refumed. 

Captain  BaiUity  after  being  examined,  to  a  variety  of  other  Capt.  BtdU 
matters,  gave  an  account  of  the  butler's  and  chalk-ofF  lifts,  ^''• 
which  he  proved  moft  clearly  to  be  highly  deftru£tive  of  the 
health  and  morals  of  the  penfioners,  as  they  Afforded  them 
the  means  of  getting  drunk,  and  of  foregoing  that  fpecies  of 
nourifhment,  fo  necefiary  to  their  ftate  of  age  and  infirmity. 
He  pointed  out  feveral  difagreeable  confequences,  as  it  paved 
a  road  to  fraud  and  impofition,  ai)d  was  the  fource  of  perper 
tual  diforder  among  the  men. 

Mr.  Bally  the  fteward's  clerk,  read  feveral  minutes  of  the  yit.BalL 
council,  ftating  the  evils  which  arofe  from  this  kind  of  com- 
pofition,  and  the  conftant  complaints  to  which  it  gave  birth. 

Mr.  Ibhetfon  was  called  to  this  point,  and  controverted  the^r.  i»^«i. 
charge  in  all  its  parts ;  the  chalk-ofFliflwasftatedby  Mr.  BalI,/o«. 
the  ftcward  of  the  hofpital  in  1761,  as  a  plan,  from  which  he 
aflumed  great  merit.  He  was  an  ufeful  and  intelligent  man, 
had  been  fteward  forty-four  years,  and  had,  during  that  pe- 
riod, devifed  feveral  fchemes,  which,  when  carried  into  exe- 
cution, proved  very  beneficial  to  the  hofpital,  particularljr* 
that  of  the  hofpital  brewing  their  own  beer,  by  which  a  fav- 
ingof  57Si.  had  been  made  in  the  year  1760.  He  likewife 
projeded  the  alteration  in  the  mode  of  lighting  the  hofpital; 
Vol.  XII.  A  a  by 
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by  which  an  annual  faving  of  near  200I.  was  eflFeftcd,  and  a 
faving  in  the  cloathing  of  350U  with  fcveral  other  matters 
of  inferior  importance,  but  all  proportionally  beneiiciaL 
Thofe  feyeral  favings  amounting  to  upwards  of  iiocl.  year- 
ly, were  applied  to  the  fupport,  education,  and  cloathing  of 
the  charity  boys,  fons  of  Teamen. 
Mr.  Sa'  Mr.  Saword^  the  butler,  was  examined  next,  and  ftated  fe- 

^ord.  vcral  reafons  in  favour  of  the  butler's  and  challc-ciF  lifts; 
jbis  chief  were,  that  even  now  not  more  than  one  half  of  the 
penfioners  could  fit  down  to  dinner  at  once,  and  that  thofe 
who  had  not  room,  or  did  not  chufe  to  dine  in  the  hall,  were 
better  paid,  by  the  allowance  in  either  lift,  than  they  could  by 
difpofing  of  their  portions  without  the  gates. 
Mr.  Ibhtt'  M*".  Ihbeifon  was  called  to  the  appropriation  of  the  charity 
/p«.  fund.     He  acknowledged  that  fcveral  of  the  civil  officers  had 

additional  falaries  out  of  that  fuiid,  on  account  of  the  addi- 
tional trouble  they  had  in  conducting  it.  Among  others,  the 
chaplains,  fie  ward,  clerk  of  the  checque  and  his  clerks,  the 
organift,  and  himfelf. 
Capt.  Ball' .  Captain  Baillli  was  examined,  and  faid,  the  officers  planned 
fi«*  the  fund,  becaufe  they^profited  by  it ;  that  the  fund,  both  in 

the  manner  it  was  created  and  its  mode  of  application,  was 
highly  djfgufting  to  every  military  man  in  the  hofpital  ;  nor, 
after  being  forty  years  in  the  fervice,  could  he  fee  how  it  made 
any  part  of  a  feaman'^  necefiary  education  to  be  inftruded  to 
Hng  and  be  taught  mufic,  by  a  mafterexprefsly  hired  and  paid 
for  the  purpofe, 
LoraFor-  Lord  Fortefcut  drily  alked  the  captain,  if  he  could  inform 
ujiut.  j^g  ^  xmmittee,  whether  he  ever  heard  that  the  boys  only  fing 

pfalmg  and  Hymn§,   or  if  they  were  not  fometimes  inftrudled 
in  ringing  catches  and  glees  |  To  which  no  direft  anfwer  wa3 
returned. 
Lord  Cam-        Lord  Camden  a(ked  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  who  was  again  called  to 
dtn,  the  bar,  whether  he  did   not  think  the  charity  fund  formed 

part  of  the  cft<ibliriimcnt  of  the  hofpital .?— Mr.  Ibbetfon  re- 
plied, certainly,  fince  the  paffing  of  the  new  charter;  on 
which  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  it  was  a  faving  out  of  the  ori- 
ginal revenue,  and  no  new  fund,  which  could  be  properly  ap- 
plied to  any  Qthcr  ufes  but  thofe  prefcribed  by  the  original 
cftabliftiment,  the  providing  for  difabled  feamen. 
Capt.  Bail'  Cdptain  Baillie  dcpofed,  that  the  charity  boys  were  not  all 
It^'  compofed  of  the  fons  of  difabled  feamen,  even  according  to 

the  profeflijd  defign  of  it.  He  remembered  -many  deviations  ; 
one  in  particular  caTie-frefli  to  his  recollcfliion,  that  of  a  cap- 
pin  of  a  yacht  in  commiffion,  who  had  two  fons  admitted. 

He 
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He  next  called  for  the  minutes  of  the  council  before  wHIcH 
che  furgeon  was  heard,  on  the  badnefs  and  unwholefomenefjl 
of  the  veal  fcrved  to  the  fick  in  the  infirmary.  Tfee  niinute 
was  read,  and  dated  th^  fa£l  of  the  furgeon's  declaring  the 
veal  to  be  in  a  putrid  ftate  ;  on  which  the  butcher  was  fent 
for  to  attend  the  council ;  but  though  the  butcher  took  no 
notice  of  it,  his  man  was  permitte^d,  by  the  connivance  of 
fomc  perfons,  to  fetch  away  the  veal.  The  council  reported 
the  whole  tranfa<^ion  to  the  dire<S^ors,  arid  the  affair  dropped 
for  that  time.  The  fame  butcher  was,  however^  continued^ 
and  no  further  fatisfa£iion  given,  but  an  infolent  anfwer  to 
the  coiincil,  refieding  on  the  conduS  of  the  lieutenant-go« 
vernor. 

The  {hoes  and  flocking^ formed  the  next  fdbjedof  enqui^ 
ry.  It  was  proved  that  the  (hoes  were  very  bad,  and  the  ftoc- 
kings^ equally 'fo,  and  very  fliort.  A  minute  of  council,  in 
which  Jkh'  complaint  was  ftaied  and  proved,  was  read,  by 
which  itappeared  that  the  complaint  was  well  founded. 

The  bad  beer  was  next  enquired  into.  It  was  proved  that 
no  lefs  than  4006  gallons  were  flarted  in  one  day;  that  it  was 
often  fo  four  and  bad,  that  almoft  continual  complaints  were 
preferred  .againft  the  brewer ;  neverthelefs,  the  brewer  was 
continued.  One  of  the  witnefles  faid,  a  perfon  had  been  de* 
teded  in  piitting  water  into  the  beer  ;  but  no  attempt  was 
made  to  prove  that  the  beer  ilarted  had  water  chindeftineiy 
put  into  it^  or  any  podibility  urged,  that  the  perfon  Co  deteA- 
cd  could  have  put  water  into  the  part  of  the  beer  to  which  he 
could  have  no  cuflomary  accefs  ;  though  it  was  evident  the 
complaint  was  general,  and  not  particular* 
March  19. 

No  debate.     Adjourned  to  the  22d, 

March  22*  * 

Enquiry  into  the  iDanagement  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  de- 
ferred till  the  24th.     Houle  ordered  to  be  fuqfimoned.* 

Took  the  petition  of  the  honourable  Hamilton  Flemings 
commonly  called  Lord  Fleming,  relative  to  a  claim  to  the 
titles  of  Eari  of  Wigtoun,  Lord  Fleming,  &c.  A  commit* 
tec  of  privileges  was  immediately  appointed,  and  ordered  to 
take  the  faid  claim  of  peerage  into  confideratioa  on  Monday 
the  1 2th  of  April. 

March  23. 

Judicial  and  pri^te  bufinefs. 

No  debate. 

s  ^  A  a  1        '  M(nrck 
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March  24.. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Brijloly  after  ftating  the  caufe  of  his  abfence  from 

BriftoU  Parliament,  and  returning  his  thanks  to  the  Duke  of  Rich« 
mond  for  (landing  in  his  place,  refpedling  the  enquiry  now 
before  the  Houfe,  proceeded  to  give  his  reafons  for  a  motion  he 
intended  to  make  on  the  i6th  of  April  next,  refpcding  the 
conduft  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  adniiralty.  His  Lordfhip  was 
fo  weak  that  while  he  fpoke  he  was  obliged  tQ  fupport  him- 
felf  on  his  crutches. 

He  begged  leave  to  call  to  the  recolleflion  of  the  Houfc 
fome  things  which  had  pafled  in  his  abfence,  and  circum- 
ftances  which  led  to  them.  He  knew  it  was  diforderly  to  re- 
fer to  what  pafled  in  a  former  debate,'  but  as  a  fimilar  freedom 
had  been  taken  with  him,  when  a  fevere  indifpofition,  the  cf- 
fefts  of  which  he  ftill  very  fenfibly  felt,  prevented  his  attend- 
ance, hetrufted  to  their  Lirdfliips  candour  and  indulgence, 
for  permiflion  to  juftify  himfelf  againft  a  very  high  acyufation 
made  againft  him  in  his  abfence,  by  a  noble  earl  over  the  way 
[Sandwich.] 

On  the-firft  day  of  the  feffion,  fpeaking  in  reference  to  the 
affair  of  the  27th  of  July,  he  faid,  an  enquiry  ought  to  be  fet 
on  foot  relative  to  the  tranfa6lions  of  that  day.  In  anfwer 
to  which,  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  general,  not  a  partial  enquiry,  ought  and  would 
be  inftituted.  In  the  courfe  of  that  converfation,  fpeaking  of 
a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  morning  papers  figned  **  Hugh 
Pallifer,**  he  lamented  that  circumftance,  as  it  would  proba- 
bly be  the  means  of  difgufting  the  admiral,  and  driv^ng  him 
from  the  fervice.  He  added,  that  it  had  already  one  eiFeft, 
which  was  a  refolution  tnken  by  Mr.  Keppel  never  again  to  go 
to  fea  with  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  with  which  the  noble  Earl  was 
thoroughly  acquainted,  having  received  an  afTurance  to  thst 
purport  from  the  hon.  admiral  himfelf.  The  noble  Earl,  he 
obferved,  acknowledged  the  fadb ;  faid  he  was  certain  that 
both  the  admiral  and  vice-admiral  had  done  their  duty  like 
able  and  gallant  officers,  and  that  fuch  being  the  cafe,  he  did 
not  fee  any  neceffity  there  was  for  an  enquiry  ;  for  though  the 
afFair  of  the  27th  of  July  was  not  a  compleat  and  decifivc 
vidlory,  it  produced  the  efFecls  which  might  be  expeded  from 
a  viftory  J  it  compelled  the  enemy  to  return  into  port,  and  of 
courfe  to  abandon  the  protedlionof  their  trade  and  commerce. 
This  was  the  true  flare  of  the  cafe  ;  and  he  appealed  to  the 
recolledlion  of  fueh  noble  Lords  as  wore  now  and  then  pre- 
fent,  if  the  noble  Earl. did  not  fay,  that  there  was  no  occa- 
fion  for  an  enquiry,  but  that  general,  and  not  partial  enqui- 
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ries,  would  take  place;  notwith (landing  which' now,  at  al- 
noft  the  clofe  of  the  month  of  March,  not  a  fingle  ftep  had 
been  taken  in  confequence  of  the  noble  Earl's  aflurances. 

So  matteis  ftood  when  he  was  no  longer  able  to  perform 
bis  duty  in  that  Houfe,  which  led  him  now  toexplane  the  pro- 
per fubjedl  for  which  he  rofe.  Two  interpretations  had  been 
put  on  his  conduA.  It  had  been  induftrioufly  circulated  with- 
out doors,  and  in  converfation,  that  his  mentioning  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  hon.  admiral  was  a  breach  of  private  confidence, 
which  was  a  communication  by  no  means  intended  for  the 
public  ;  and  by  the  noble  Earl  in  debate,  as  he  was  informed, 
ihat  the  court-martial  upon  Admiral  Keppel  wotlld  never 
have  taken  place,  were  it  not  for  the  public  communication  - 
which  had  been  made  by  him  of  what  pafled  between  Mr. 
Keppel  and  Lord  Sandwich,  of  the  refolution  taken  by  the 
former  never  to  fail  again  with  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  He  ihould 
give  an  anfwer  to  both  ;  and  firft  as  to  the  fuppofed  breach  of 
private  confidence.  Here  his  Lordfhip  took  a  paper  out  of  his 
pocket,  containing  a  minute  of  what  pafled  between  hjm  and 
Admiral  Keppel.  The  admiral,  he  faid,  waited  upon  him^ 
and  informed  him,  he  had  told  Lord  Sandwich  that  he  would 
never  again  ferve  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and  beg- 
ged that  he  would  communicate  that  intention  to  the  Houfe 
in  debate.  On  this  requeft,  he  defired  permiiEon  to  take  a 
note  of  what  the  admiral  wKhed  he  (hould  fay,  in  order  to 
avoid  any  mifapprehenfion  or  mifiake  ;  that  was  the  note 
which  he  no)v  held  in  his  hand.  He  (hewed  it  afterwards  to 
a  noble  Duke  near  him  [Richmond]  and  confulted  him  on 
the  propriety  of  the  communication  defired,  of  which  the  no- 
ble Duke  approved.  So  far  he  imagined  he  was  fully  excul- 
pated of  any  charge  of  a  breach  of  private  confidence.  To 
the  other  charge,  tff^t  of  this  communication  being  the  caufe 
of  the  fubfequent  court  martial,  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that 
there  was  not  a  colour  of  truth  tofupportit;  Lord  Sand- 
wich having  declared  at  the  very  inftant  that  no  partial  en- 
quiry was  necefiary  ;  but  that  a  general  enquiry  ought  to,  and 
would  take  place.  He  quoted  a  precedent  which,  if  copied, 
he  faid  would  bave  fully  anfwered  every  end  of  the  attainment 
of  public  juftice;  that  was  in  the  cafe  of  the  di fader  which 
befell  Loro  Torrington,  in  the  afFair  ofF  Beachy-head,,  in  Suf- 
fex,  in  the  year  1690.  On  that  occafion,  the  admiralty  ad- 
drcffed  the  queen  regent  [William's  Queen  Mary]  to  give  or- 
ders for  an  enquiry,  which  (be  complied  with.  The  confe- 
quence was,  that  a  general  enquiry  took  place  at  Sheernefs, . 

and 
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and  the  admirals  and  captains  were  fworn  to  the  truth  of  n 
depofitions  which  were  taken  relative  to  the  engagement. 

His  Lordfliip  obferved  what  a  ftriktng  contraft  there  vs 
between  the  admiralty-board  of  that  and  the  ^fent  dav, 
when  even  a  delay  of  a  few  hours  was  thought  not  necefLT: 
but  the  very  day  that  the  charge  was  exhibited,  the  partj^- 
cufed  had  peremptory  orders  to  prepare  for  his  trial. 

His  Lordfhip  affirmed,  that  the  condud  of  the  firft  Lorii? 
the  admiralty  was  highly  criminal,  and  called  aloud  forthecra- 
fure  of  that  Houfe,  and  the  indignation  of  the  people.  Tbce 
was  however  one  confolation  to  be  drawn  from  it,  thit  v.: 
noble  Earl's  endeavours  to  blaft  the  hon.  admiraPs  charadr, 
to  rob  him  of  his  reputation,  and  put  him  to  the  hazard  o; 
his  life,  had  been  fortunately  defeated.  It  had  produced ob: 
happy  efFed;  it  had  united  the  navy  officers  almofttoa  nii^ 
and  ferved  effe£lually  to  convince  the  noble  Earl  at  the  he 
of  the  admiralty  that  nopromifes  could  allure,  nor  threats  pre- 
vent them  from  a  performance  of  their  duty,  and  a  prefeni- 
tion  of  their  honour.  Experience  had  now  convinced  bi 
Lordihip  what  was  the  real  difpofition  of  the  navy  in  general, 
and  how  very  inefficacious  thofe  Machiavelian  arts  (which  bji 
Lordfiiip  had  fo  fuccefsfuUy  employed  on  other  occafionsj 
were,  when  their  obje£l  was' to  create  an  improper  and  cor- 
rupt influence  among  the  Britifli  feamen.  Being  called  to  or- 
der, he  infifted  on  his  former  expreffion,  the  arts  employed  bf 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  were  Machiavelian  arts,  wb::a 
he  would  undertake  to  prove  at  the  proper  time.  His  intenceii 
motions  were  taken  up  with  that  view,  and  he  meant  tt)d:re^ 
them  folely  to  the  criminal  convidion  of  the  firft  Lord  cf 
the  admiralty ;  he  therefore  gave  this  early  notice,  tbn  the 
Houfe  might  be  prepared,  as  well  as  the  noble  Earl,  on  th: 
l6th  of  April,  on  which  day  he  moved  fhat  the  Lords  m^^htj 
be  fummoned,  when  he  faid,  he  would  enter  fully  intoths 
proof  and  inveftigation  of  the  fads,  which  induced  him  to 
inftitute  the  enquiry.  At  prefent  he  would  forbear  to  go  into 
the  detail,  that,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  fuch  an  enquiry  nece> 
fary. 

Before  he  fat  down,  he  could  not  he\p  obferving,  that  as  he 
had  been  bafely  traduced  in  his  abfence,  he  had  been  amply 
repaid  by  the  confequences ;  for  while  it  afforded  him  the  op- 
portunity of  exculpating  himfelf,  it  furnifhed  another  aJdJt  o- 
nal  proof  of  the  bafc  and  difgraccful  arts  of  his  traducers. 
£tfl  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  denied  he  had  ever  faid  that  what  had  fai* 

SandwUb.   Jen  from  the  noble  Earl,  who  fpoke  laft,  on  the  firft  da/  of 
the  feffion,  was  the  occaHon  of  the  court-martial :  but  if  ^ 
X  bad 
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had  faid  by  he  would  have  been  fully  jufttfied  ;  for  he  had  eve- 
ry  rea/ba  to  believe,  that  no  enquiry  into  Admiral  Keppel's 
condud,  on  the  27th  of  July,  wotlld  have  ever  taken  place, 
but  for  expreffions  fuch  as  that  alluded  to  having  been  made 
in  both  Houfes ;  and  his  reafon  for  believing  fo  was,  that  he 
had  earneftly  endeavoured  to  ftop  the  enquiry,  and  was  in  great 
expcdation  of  accommodating  every  thing  relative  to  the 
tranfaaions  of  the  27th  of  July,  till  thofc  inflammatory  cx- 
preiEons  had  made  their  way  to  the  public,  becaufe  he  fore- 
Uw  that  axourt-martial  would  become  thereby  unavoidable. 

He  retorted  the  words,  Machiaveltan  arts,  upon  the  noble 
Earl,  and  the  noble  Lords  who  voted  with  him  ;  and  obferved, 
that  they  had  endeavoured  «to  prepofTefs  the  public  with  the 
faife  ideathat  he  had  urged  the  enquiry^;  whereas  nothing  could 
be  more  repugnant  to  truth  and  juftice.  He  forefaw,  from 
the  b^inning,  that  the  enquiry  would  terminate  as  it  did; 
and,  if  he  bad  been  the  admiral's  warmeft  friend  and  admirer, 
he  could  not  have  more  efFedually  fcrved  him  than  by  pro-" 
moting  an  enquiry  into  his  condud.  With  regard  to  all 
thofe.violent  expreflions,  fo  liberally  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
refpcding  his  condu£l  relative  to  the  trial,  he  would  not 
take  up  the  time  or  attention  of  the  Houfe,  then,  upon  the  . 
fubjt£^  He  was  neverthelefs  convinced  that  if  the  words  al- 
luded to,  and  which  the  noble  Earl  had  acknowledged,  were 
theeffedt  cf  pre-concert  .and  deliberation,  had  not  been  made 
tfe,  of  no  trial  would  have  ever  taken  place. 

In  anfwer  to  the  indance  of  an  enquiry  being  previoufly 
iaftituted  by  tlie  Queen's  dire6lions,  into  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Torrmgton,  jn  the  engagement  with  Monfieur  Tourville  off 
Be:chy,  in  the  year  169O;  the  reafon  why  the  pr^edent  was 
rot  followed,  was  becaufe  it  was  illegal.  An  opinion  of  the 
iiril  kw  authority  then  alive  [fuppofed  to  mean  the  late  Lord 
HardwickeJ  he  could  not  then  recolleS  whether  in  the  cafe  / 

of  Mathews  and  Leftock,  or  the  more  recent  one  of  Byng, 
but  he  believed  the  former,  clearly  and  exprefly  ftating,  that 
it  was  not  legal  to  admit  of  depofitions  upon  oath,  as  the 
noble  Lord  had  mentioned,  no  fuch  evidence  being  admiffa- 
ble  according  to  the  c6urfe  of  the  common  law.  In  confe« 
quence  of  this  very  refpedable  opinion,  all  previous  enquiry 
preparatory  .to  trial  was  abandoned,  and  furely,  after  fo  re* 
fptd^able  an  authority,  the  noble  Lord  would  not  impute  it 
as  a  fault  to  the  admiralty- board  that  they  had  forborne  to 
ad  illegally. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  obferved,   the  noble  Earl  hadac-  Duke  of 
Inowlcdged  that  he  tried  every  effort,  that  he  had  endea-  RUbmvKd. 

voured 
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voured  aril  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  enquiry.  Nov  he  beg- 
ged to  know  how  that  expreifion  accorded  with  the  aflurance 
of  the  vice-admiral  in  the  other  Houfe,  upon  his  honour, 
that  he  never  communicated  his  intentions  to  any  man  of  pre- 
ferring a  charge  againft  his  commander  in  chief,  till  he  deli- 
vered the  accufation  in  at  the  admiralty-board* 

His  Gracfe  added,  that  the  acknowledgment  now  made, 
militated  as  well  againft  the  frequent  aflertions  of  the  noble 
Lord  himfelf,  as  againft  thofe  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  in  the 
other  Houfe  ;  his  Lordfhip  as  a  member  of  the  admiralty* 
board,  having  fo  frequently  affirmed  j  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
either  the  charge  nor  the  intentions  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  till  laid  before  him  in  his  official  capacity. 

22j^t  Earl  of  Sandwich  rofe  in  a  paffion ;  and  complained  that 
'^  his  words  were  watched  by  noble  Lords  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  and  mifreprefented  ;  that  it  was  indecent  and  un- 
parliamentary to  do  fo ;  that  he  did  not  fay  he  had  endea- 
voured, but  that  he  wiflied  to  prevent  the  court-martial.  He 
affirmed,  that  he  was  an  honeft  man  ;  that  he  woUld  not  fub^ 
mit,  nor  be  intimidated  by  any  man  ;  and  he  begged  that  his 
words  might  be  taken  as  he  now  explained  them :  and  he 
could  again  repeat,  that  he  wiflied  it  moft  heartily.  He  in- 
fifted  if  he  was  Mr.  Keppel's  bittereft  enemy,  he  could  not 
more  complealty  have  fliewn  his  enmity,  than  by  ftoppingan 
enquiry  into  his  condud.  He  complained  much  of  having 
fuch  advantages  taken  of  him  in  the  hurry  of  debate.  He 
declared,  that  he  was  himfelf  above  taking  fuch  advantages. 
He  was  afraid  of  no  man  living.  His  intentions  were  up- 
right, his  heart  was  honeft,  and  he  had  no  dread  that  they 
would  not  bear  him  out  againft  every  attack,  which  might  be 
made  upon  him,  by  his  enemies.  If  any  man  had  a  right  to 
con^plain  of  ill  founded  afperfions  more  than  another,  furely 
he  was  that  man. 

J^|««f  The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  he  was  ready  to  accept  of  the 
explanation  now  given  ;  but  be  ftill  appealed  to  the  candour 
and  recolledion  of  the  Houfe,  whether  the  words,  according 
to  their  obvious  import,  did  not  amount  to  the  conftru6tion 
be  had  put  upon  them.  The  noble  Earl  faid,  that  he  had  en- 
deavoured, and  was  in  expeAation,  that  a  ftop  would  be  put 
to  the  enquiry  :  if  that  did  not  fuppofe  a  previous  communi- 
cation, by  fome  mode  or  other,  on  one  fide,  and  counfel  oc 
advice  on  the  other,  he  did  not  know  the  Englifli  language. 

l»l  of  Earl  of  Brijiol  then  gave  his  fentiments  refpciSEing  Grcen- 

^^¥^*  wkh  Hofpital.  He  obferved,  that  the  inftitution  was  defigned 
for  the  moft  noble^  generou?^  and  beneficial  purpofes.    He 

re- 
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reminded  their  Lordfltips,  thar  they  were  the  public  guardians: 
that  k  was  their  distj^  as  it  ought  to  be  their  pride,  to  proteft 
the  towerorders  of  the  people  from  oppreffionandinjuftice;  and 
if  any  additional  motives  were  wanting  to  quicken  their  Lord- 
fliips*  attention,  the  circumftance  that  the  frauds  and  abufes^ 
the  various  fcenes  of  knavery  and  extortion,  of  oppreffion  and 
rapine,  Were  exercifed  upon  fo  valuable  a  fet  of  men  as  the 
firitiih  feamen,  was  fully  fufficient  to  roufe  their  Lordfliips  to 
enquire  into  the  injuries  inflidled  upon  the  old,  the  difeafed^ 
and  the  crippled.  Thefe  coniiderations  would,  he  trufted, 
urge  them  to  probe  this  infamous  affair  to  the  bottom  ;  and^ 
wherever  puniihment  fhould  appear  to  be  due,  to  inflid  it  with 
a  wholefome  fevcrity,  as  an  ad  of  juftice  for  paft  crimes,  and 
in  order  that  the  fame  might  deter,  on  the  principle  of  ex- 
ample, in  dme  to  come.  He  hoped  that  noble  foundation^ 
the  public  home  of  the  veteran,  who  had  fo  frequently  fought 
and  bled  in  defence  of  his  country,  would  no  longer  be  iuf- 
fered  to  be  employed  in  the  corrupt  purpofes  of  borough-^ 
jobbing,  or  of  fecuring  an  influence  incompatible  with  the 
noble  Lord's  cbarafier  in  the  ftate.  His  Lordfhip  was  called 
to  order  by 

Earl  Gwufefj  who  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  ac-  EulGwmr* 
knowledged,  that  his  ftate  of  health  did  not  permit  him  to  at- 
tend the  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpi* 
tal;  notwithftanding  which,  the  noble  Earl  was  not  only 
giving  a  general  opinion  on  the  fuppofed  mifcoadud  of  thote 
entrufted  with  the  management  of  the  hofpital,  but  was 
adually  paiEng  a  dired  cenfure  upon  the  firft  Lord  of  the 
admiralty. 

Earl  of  Bri/lol  defended  his  conduA,  by  faving,  that  he  ^arl  of 
was  giving  no  opinion  on  the  probable  effeS  of^  the  evidence  ^rifij* 
on  the  table,  but  merely  from  his  own  knowledge,  derived 
from  an  experience  of  five  years  in  which  he  fat  at  the  admi- 
ralty-board. 

Lord  Forte/cue  enlatged  upon  the  fubjed  of  borough-job-  LoH  For- 
bing ;  faid,  he  had  been  for  twenty-eight  years  fteady  in  his  *»/«'• 
principles  ;  that  he  would  never  change ;  and  begged  leave  to 
give  his  fcntrixients  of  the  prefent  adminiflration,  by  repeat- 
ing a  pafi&ge,  extreihely  applicable  to  them,  from  the  tragedy 
of  Cato: 

f  *  When  vice  prevails,  and  Impious  men  bear  fway, 
'f*he  poft  of  honour  is  a  private  ftation." 
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The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  enquiry 
into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  ftated  a  complaint  of  breach  of  privilege  cpm- 
mitted  by  Captain  Maplefden,  lieutenant  governor  of  Green- 
wich HofpitaL  The  complaint  was,  that  Captain  Maplef- 
den  had  gone  out  of  that  Houfe,  and  endeavoured  todifperfe, 
and  threatened  to  punifli,  feveral  of  the  witnefles,  who  had 
been  ferved  with  fubpcenas,  and  fworn  at  the  bar,  to  give  evi- 
dence refpe£iing  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpiul,  if 
they  did  not  immediately  go  home  to  the  hofpital ;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was«  that  fome  of  the  penfioners,  who  rc- 
fufed  to  comply,  had  been  puniihed  by  the  captain  and  the 
other  dfficers  of  the  hofpital. 
Sari  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  obferved,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  (hifted 
Ssadwkb,    his  ground  \  that  he  had  deferted  the  enquiry  as  originally 

moved,  and  had  introduced  frefb  matter. 
Lord  ChM"      The  Lord  Chancellor  entered  into  the  particulars  of  the 
€tlhr^         ConduA  of  the  penfioners  on  Wednefday  ;  defended- Captain 
Maplefden,  in  endeavouring  to  difperfe  themj  and  reprefcnt- 
ed  their  Lordihips  as  befieged  by  an  unlawful  aflembly  of 
riotous  perfons,  colledled  at  the  doors,  and  flopping  up  the 
avenues  leading  to  the  Houfe,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
fluencing their  Lordihips  in  their  inquifitorial  and  judicial  ca* 
pacity.  He  obferved,  that  this  mob  had  cheered  fome  of  their 
Lordihips,  and  had  infolently   demanded  chat  their  former 
lieutenant  govibrnor  [Baillie]  (hould  be  reinfiated  in  his  poft 
in  the  hofpital. 
Lofd  Ji-         Lord  Bathurjl  fpoke  nearly  to  the  fame  effed,  and  gave  the 
tburfi*         Houfe  to  underftand,  that  the  enquiry  was  become  a  dircft 
perfonal  attack  upon  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  not 
as  it  was  avowed,  a  meafure  of  reformation,  diredled  to  cer- 
tain fpecific  abufes,  the  author  of  whom  it  was  not  meant  to 
point.out. 
Ix>rd  Cam'       Lord  Camden  ftated  the  tranfa£tion  in  detail,  (b  far  as  it  re*. 
^"-  lated  to  the  behaviour  of  the  penfioners  on  Wcdnefday:  faid, 

it  was  the  birth-right  of  Engliflimen  to  aflemble  andexprcfs 
their  complaints  and  wiflies,  fo  long  as  they  comported  thcm- 
felves  agreeable  to  the  laws  :  it  was  a  conftitutional  privilege, 
which  110  power  on  earth  had  a  right  to  abridge  or  take  away, 
and  which  nothing  but  an  improper  or  illegal  ufc  of,  could 
mnke  the  parties  anfwerable  at  any  tribunal,  civil  or  mill" 
tary. 
Earl  of  •  Karl  of  Shelburne  was  animated  on  the  occafion  ;  and  after 
fhcwing:,  that  perfons  intereft^d  in  any  matter  dtepcnding  b^- 
fft)re  eiiiicr  liouf^  of  Parliament^  had  a  right  to  come  down, 
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in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  reprefent  their  wifhes,  contended 
that  the  cafe,  opened  by  the  noble  Duke,  fully  juftified  the 
complaint  5  becaufe,  if  the  penfioncrs  had  mifbehaved,  the 
Houfe  alone  were  the  proper  guardians  of  their  own  dignity 
and  authority ;  and  it  was  every  way  fair  in  argument  and 
cooclufion  to  fay,  that  the  penfioners  had  not  mifbehaved  ; 
for  if  they  had,  fome  Lord,  or  officer  belonging  to  the  Houfe, 
would  have  informed  the  Houfe  of  the  improper- behaviour  of 
the  penfioners*  He  anfwered  very  fully  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lords  Bathurft  and  Sand- 
wich, refpe£ling  the  ground  of  the  enquiry  being  (hifted,  and 
turned  into  a  perfonal  accufation.  Said,  the  fa^  was  noto- 
rioufly  other  wife  ;  the  noble  Duke  had  difclaimed  any  fuch 
i^ea  i  and  it  was  of  courfe  extremely  indecent  and  unparlia- 
mentary to  throw  out  any  fuch  inhnuation.  No  Lord,  on 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  entertained  a  Angle  idea  of  the  kind. 
It  could  hardly  be  conceived,  that  the  noble  Earl,  at  the 
bead  of  the  admiralty,  would  be  fo  bafe  and  mean  to  (hare  in 
the  fpoils  olf  old  men,  women,  and  children.  He  hoped  his 
Lordfbip  was  above  committing  fuch  a£ts  of  petty  larceny  ; 
or  of  iharing  in  the  frauds  of  the  bull*beef,  and  the  four 
beer  contrads,  or  the  difierence  of  the  value  between  flioes 
and  ftockings,  &c. 

He,  for  his  part,  anxioufly  waited  for  the  event ;  he  fixed 
no  idea  of  criminality  whatever  to  the  conduA  of  any  perfon, 
much  lefs  to  that  of  the  noble  Lord  ;  nor  did  he  believe  that 
my  fuch  idea  prevailed.  He  therefore  hoped,  and  warmly  re- 
commended, that  fuch  noble  Lords  as  had  attempted  to  fix 
fuch  an  imputation  on  the  noble  Duke,  would  acknowledge 
the  injuftice  of  it,  and  acquit  his  Grace  of  ftanding  pledged 
Co  that  Houfe  as  a  perfonal  accufer  of  Lord  Sandwich. 

Here  the  debate  became  general  for  a  confiderable  time; 
the  Dukes  of  Grafton  and  Manchefter,  and  Lords  Fortefcue^ 
[Jamden,  and  Effingham,  contending  on  one  fide,  that  the 
loble  Duke  alluded  to,  did  not  ftand  before  their  Lordfhips  in 
he  light  of  a  perfonal  accufer,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Lords  Chefterfield,  Onflow,  and  Gower,  infifting  that  his 
Sraccdid.  ^' 

After  the  Duke  of  Richmond*s  opening  fpeecb,  the  firft 
lay  of  the  enquiry,  and  an  exprcffion  of  his  on  a  former  oc- 
:&i\on,  when  he  moved  for  papers,  had  been  canvafled  for  up- 
wards of  two  hours,  and  that  his  Grace  had  explained  him* 
blf,  as  to  his  words  and  meaning,  a  new  ground  was  taken  by 
he  court  Lords,  that  the  Duke  of  Richmond  flood  in  the 
Jace  of  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  when  he  moved  for  the  papers 
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fooie  days  fince  ;  and  that  Lord  Briftol  having  made  a  pcrfo- 
nal  sittack  upon  Lord  Sandwich,  his  Grace  ftood  cqtiallf 
pledged  to  fupport  the  accufation  of  the  Lord  Briftot,  as  if 
he  ftood  forth  the  accufer  in  his  own  perfon«  After  aooAer 
hour's  fruitlefs  altercation,  the  noble  Lords  declared  fcwmJh 
ly,  that  they  would  abide  by  what  they  had  faid,  and  refiifcd 
to  recant. 

Earl  Gower^  the  Lord  Chancellor^  and  feveral  others,  faid, 
that  the  introdudion  of  a  new  matter  before  the  commicee 
was  deferting  the  objeft  of  the  enquiry  as  originally  inftita- 
ted,  and  that  the  complaint  of  a  breach  of  priWle^ge  coull 
not  be  referred. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond^  fupported  by  Lord  Camden,  on- 
tended,  that  a  complaint  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  muft  pre- 
cede all  other  matters ;  that  the  complaint  was  not  referrd  ts 
the  committee,  and  confequently  not  being  before  ifv  coaU 
not  be  decided  upon.  His  Grace  therefore  moved^  diat  Loi« 
Scarfdale  leave  the  chair,  and  that  the  Houfe  be  rermned. 

This  produced  another  warm  debate,  in  the  coorfe  ot 
which  Lord  Batburft  faid,  that  upon  a  complaint  of  a  bread 
of  privilege,  the  Houfe  muft  be  refumed,  be  doubted,  aoc 
all  other  matter  muft  be  fufpended.  He  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  however,  that  thus  putting  a  ftop  to  the  committee, 
had  every  appearance  of  defigned  procraftination  and  delay. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  entreated,  that  the  noble  Lords  wouM 
give  up  the  point ;  for  that  he  wiflied  the  breach  of  priviitgs 
to  be  immediately  enquired  into. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  one  Smith  was  called  to 
the  bar.  The  firft  queftion  put  to  the  witnefs  by  the  Duke  ot 
Richmond,  after  enquiring  his  name  and  former  flation  ia 
the  hofpital,  was,  **  whether  Captain  Maptefden  had  not 
threatened  him  with  his  cane,  or  held  it  over  his  head  f  The 
Lord  ChanceHor  put  the  queftion  in  the  following  manner 
«<  What  did  Captain  Maplefden  do?'* 

The  Duke  immediately  complained  of  the  wodlack  alter 
ingthe  queftion.     This  produced  a  debate. 
Dake   of       The  Duke  of  Grafton  faid,  though  it  was  in  the  power  d 
Graftn.     ^|jg  crown  to  place  whoever  it  pleafed  on  that  woolfack,    or 
to  crowd  the  benches  of  that  Houfe  with  lawyers  and  pie^ 
crs,  he  trufted  the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britifb  peerage,  was 
not  fo  far  become  extind,  as  to  permit  their  rights  to  be  ex- 
tinguiftied  and  cavilled  ^way,  and  their  dignity  infuJted  by 
the  hardy  confidence  of  any  man. 
Urd  ebM*  '    The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  fuch  a  language  would  not  b« 
editr.       ^permitted  over  a  table  among  gentlemen. 
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The  Duke  of  Grafton  replied  ;   the  Chancellor  rejoined  ; 
and  Lord  MansfoU contended^  that  it  had  been  the  conftant  tord ili^ir/* 
pradiee  of  both  Houfes,  for  the  refpedive  chairmen,  if  im- ftU. 
proper  queftions  were  put^  to  alter  them.    The  noble  Duke*8 
ifueifUoQ  was  an  improper  one,  becaufe  it  tended  to  lead  the 
witnefs,  and  the  alteration  by  the  woolfack  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, perfectly  juftifiable  upon  the  authority  of  ufage.     Not- 
withftanding,  that  the  Duke  had  the  three  law  lords  alter- 
nately  00  his  back,  for  upwards  of  five  hours,  he  carried  not 
by  numbers,  but  by  clear  argument,  every  controverted  point 
againft  them ;  particularly,  that  the  Houfe  muft  be  refumed, 
and  that  the  woolfack,  had  no  right  to  alter  his  qucilion, 
which  be  was  incompetent  to,  without  taking  the  fenfe  of  the 
Hoyfe,  whether  the  queftion  fliould  be  put  to  the  witnefs  in         ^ 
the  terms  it  was  ofiered  to  him  as  fpeaker. 

Another  debate  enfued,  and  the  Duke  of  Ricbmrndhzy-Duktor 
ing  moved,  "  that  the  Chancellor  had  no  right  to  alter  a  ^i^bmnd. 
que&ion  put  to  a  witnefi  by  any  noble  Lord  in  his  place,*'  the 
Chancellor,  of  his  own  accord,  acknowledged  he  had  not  \ 
aod  baviqg  fatisfied  the  noble  Duke  by  his  explanation,  his   , 
Grace  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Smith  was  then  called  to  the  bar,  as  were  likewife  two  wo*  Mr.  Smitb* 
men.  Thev  all  three  had  orders  fVom  the  Houfe  to  attend. 
When  Mapiefden  defired  them  todifperfe,  they  informed  him 
they  bad  the  order  of  attendance  ferved  upon  them  then 
10  their  poi&flion.  Smith  offered  tp  fliew  his :  the  confe-* 
quence  of  Maplefdeii's  threats  availed  nothing ;  they  ftayed 
till  defired  to  difperfe  by  the  Duke  of  Bolton.  The  next 
day  Mapiefden  convened  them  at  his  own  houfe,   and  ac- 

Juatnted  the  council,  who  finally  determined  that  Smith 
lould  be  broke  from  being  a  boatfwain,  that  one  of  the  wo^ 
men  Ihould  be  fufpended  for  three  months,  and  the  other 
mulfied  twenty  ihillings,  and  Smith  fined  Hkewife,  and  bis 
allowance  reduced  to  one  {billing  per  week, 

Mapiefden  was  defended  by  feveral  noble  Lords,  on  the 
ground,  that  the  refufal  amounted  to  adual  difobediencc. 

How  far  the  punifhment  of  witnefies,  which  the  Houfe 
Were  in'legal  and  authoritative  poiTeffion  of,  pending  thecnr^ 
qttiry,  was  juftifiable,  more  particularly  of  tbe  two  women,' 
muft  be  left  to  the  opinion  of  better  judges  than  the  writer  of 
this  narrative.  One  thing  is  certain,  whether  Capt.  Maplef*  . 
den  aded  right  or  wrong,  it  wore  a  very  unfeemly  appear^ 
ance,  allowing  that  the  women  had  deferved  punifhment, 
for  die  captain  to  interfere,  with  any  thing  whatever  which 
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bdortged  for  the  prefent  to  the  judicature,  and  folely  to  the 
judicature  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  * 

As  foon  as  thelaft  witnefs  withdrew,  it  being  nine  o'clock, 
Dokc  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  refumed, 
MUhmond.  which  being  complied  with,  his  Grace  moved,  that  Capt. 
Maplcfden  be  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  the  next  daj. 
Here  another  warm  debate  enfued. 
Lord  Chan-  ^^^  ^^^^  Chancellor,  contended,  that  Capt.  Maplefden's 
eeiiw,  conduct  was  evidently  defigned  to  preferve  order,  to  prevent 
riots,  and  not  to  o^ftrudt  public  juftice.  The  folly  of  fuch 
an  attempt,  (hewed  the  total  improbability  that  he  had  any 
fuch  defign.  The  idea  was  abfurd.  .  If  Capt.  Maplefdcn  faw 
any  thine:  riotous  or  diforderly,  he  had  a  right  to  endeavour 
to  put  a  ftop  to  it  as  an  zd  of  duty  ;  if  the  perfons  now  exa- 
mined at  the  bar  were  fummoned,  there  might  be  others  that 
were  not ;  neither  were  tbofe  fummoned,  fummoned  to  raife 
tumults  and  foment  difturbances,  but  to  give  evidence. 
Their  bufincfs  was  not  out  of  that  Houfe,  but  in  it ;  there 
to  wait  the  pleaiure  of  the  Houfe  ;  .his  Lordfhip  therefore 
thought,  that  the  captain  was  legally  authorifed  to  do  what 
he  did  ;  and  to  a£t  as  lieutenant-governor  according  to  hxs 
difcretion  and  the  ufual  courfe  of  proceeding  within  the  ho- 
ipital. 

Lords  Man«ficld,  Camden,  Montford,  and  Dudley  fpokc 
in  the  above  debate,  and  the  queition  being  put  the  Hoafe 
divided  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion;  Contents  20; 
"Non-contents  55. 

March  25. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  Richmond  having  opened  the  objeft  of  his  intend- 
Ricbmond.  ed  motion,  which  was  to  know  what  charge,  if  any,  had 
been  exhibited  againft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  die  nature  and 
extent  of  the  evidence  meant  to  be  adduced  in  fiipport  of  it, 
moved,  **  That  copies  of  all  proceedings  relative  to  the  in- 
tended court-martial  upon  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
be  laid  before  that  Houfe." 

He  faid,  he  wilhed  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  of  the 
charge,  and  who  was  the  real  or  nominal  profecutor ;  both 
fafts  were  neceflary  to  be  known.  He  read,  as  part  of  his 
fpcech,  a  copy  of  a  letter  wrote  by  the  admiralty -board  to 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  prepare  for  his  trial,  and  commented  on 
the  following  paifage  m  it,  "  which  regarded  the  aSionwith 
the  French  fleet,"  inftead  of  adding  the  words  **  the  27th 
of  July  laft." 
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Such  an  omiffion  bore  a  very  fufpicious  appearance,  and 
:emed  calculated  to  anfwer  fome  concealed  purpofe,  contrary  . 
:>  juflice ;  though  this  mock  trial,  he  made  no  doubt,  would 
e  conduced  according  to  the  unfubftantial  forms  of  the 
lualmode  of  proceeding  in  fuch  cafes.  If  the  vice-admi- 
al  was  guilty  of  any  crime,  it  was  not  committed  during 
be  aftion,  but  after  it ;  why  therefore  hold  out  to  the  pub- 
ic a  mock  enquiry  and  an  ineffedive  tribunal,  concerning  a 
part  of  the  vice-admirars  condud,  which  even  thofe  who 
rere  moft  difpofed  to  call  it  in  queftion,  never  conceived  an/  . 
brt  of  unfavourable  opinion  of.  The  vice-admiral,  while 
le  fought,  was  confeffed,  by  the  united  voice  of  his  brother 
tificers,  to  have  fought  gallantly  ;  the  only  cenfure  thrown 
iponhim  was,  that  by  diibbeying  the  orders  of  his  fuperior 
ifficer,  he  was  the  caufe  of  the  French  fleet  not  being  re- 
ittacked.  The  limitation  in  the  paiTage  alluded  to  in  the  of- 
icial  letter,  gave  juft  caufe  of  fufpicion  ;  as  fuch  it  ftrock 
lim,  and  that  was  the  motive  which  induced  him  to  make 
he  prcfent  motion. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  replied,  that  no  fpecific  charge  had  a8£^y|  „f 
ret  been  drawn  up  or  exhibited  ;  but  that  the  judge-advo- s^iM^iVib. 
:ate  had  received  directions   from  the  admiralty-board,   to 
rolleft  a  charge  from  the  minutes  of  the  trial  held  on  the 
ronduft  of  Admiral  Keppel,  and  from  the  materials  thus  col- 
efled  to  frame  his  accufation. 

His  Lordfhip  then  entered  into  fevcral  particulars  ;  and 
'aid,  he  had  no  objeftion  whatever  to  the  noble  Duke's  mo- 
tion-; that  the  trial,  he  believed,  would  commence  on  Mon- 
Jay  ihe  12th  of  April ;  and  that,  as  Toon  as  the  fpecific  charge 
i^s  framed,  he  would  moft  chear fully  fubnrit  it  to  the  Houle 
brits  confideration. 

Duke  of  Richmond  ro(t  in  reply,  and  pointed  out  what  he  uuif^  of 
called  the  very  extraordinary  conduft  of  the  admiralty- /SK/^mn^ 
board.  He  contended  that  fuch  a  condu£t  could  not  be  fug- 
ported  upon  any  principle  of  precedent,  common  fenfe,  com- 
mon jufticc,  or  analogy  to  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
criminal  law.  The  proof  to  be  coUcfted  from  the  minutes 
taken  upon  Admiral  Keppel*s  trial,  could  prefcnt  no  materi- 
als fufficient  to  found  a  criminal  charge  upon.  Was  it  ever 
known,  that  the  evidence  upon  one  trial  was  proper  matter 
to  found  an  accufation  for  another  ?  Certainly  not.  The 
idea  was  equally  prepofterous*,  *  imprafticablc,  and  abfurd  : 
it  amounted  to  no  more  than  collateral  inference  and  con- 
ftrudlion,  which  never  could  be  fuppofed  a  proper  ground  of 
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a  pofitive  charge  of  criminalitr..  Admtnd  Keppel  might 
'have  been  perfefily  ionocent,  and  hit  conduft  perfeftly  jufti* 
fiable,  without  prefuming  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  guilty. 
But  if  the  grounds  of  accufation  were  unprecedented,  the 
lituation  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  equally  fo*  He  has  no- 
tice of  his  trial ;  to  what  purpofe,  when  he  has  bad  no  notice 
of  the  charge  ?  Can  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  know  how  to  defeod 
himfelf  agamft  an  accu&tion,  the  nature  of  which  he  is  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  ?  How  can  a  man  be  enabled  to 
defend  himfelf  againft  a  charge,  without  knowing  the  iflbe 
to  be  taken  ?  He  appealed  to  every  noble  Lord  prcfent, 
whether  fuch  an  idea  would  be  endured  for  a  moment,  in  any 
other  fpecies  of  criminal  proceeding.  He  did  not  prefume 
that  the  admiralty- board  meant  to  put  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  in  (0 
novel  a  fituation,  without  fome  intention  of  balancing,  by 
other  means,  the  fevcrity  of  fuch  a  procedure.  This  confi- 
deration,  therefore,  he  faid,  led  htm  naturally  to  the  qaeftioa, 
whether  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  trial  was  meanc  to  be  a  mock  or 
a  real  trial  ?  Who  was  to  be  the  profecutor  ?  Mr.  Jackfon.— 
Who  was  Mr.  Jackfon  ?  The  under  fecretary  to  the  admi* 
ralty-board. — The  under  fecretary  is  then  the  accufer;  he  is 
the  colledor  of  the  evidence,  the  frafner  of  the  charge — And 
againft  whom  f  A  late  favourite  member  of  that  board,  ia 
every  appearance,  though  not  poiTeffing  a  feat  at  that  board ;  a 
favourite  with  the  nobl^  Lord  who  prefides  there,  and  with  his 
quondam  colleagues  in  office.  He  did  not  wiOi  to  make  adi- 
xt€t  charge  of  partiality  ;  but  he  could  not  avoid  obferving, 
that  it  behoved  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  to  avoid  giving 
any  jufl  caufe  of  fufpicion,  that  the  fame  motives  which  ope- 
rated in  han:'!ning  on  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel,  had  not 
continued  to  operate  in  the  fame  manner  on  the  preient  oc- 
cafion.  The  judge  advocate  was  the  perfon  who  took  dowR 
the  minutes  on  the  trial,  and,  of  courfe,  in  his  opinion,  was 
a  very  improper  perfon  to  draw  up  the  profecuiion. 

'  His  Grace,  after  (hewing  that  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding on  fuch  occafions  was  by  an  order  from  the  King, 
ftating  fome  crime  or  negle£^,  contended  that  the  fummons 
iflfued  for  the  attendance  of  the  witnefles  likevrife  bore  a  very 
fufpicious  appearance.  The  words  of  the  fummons  were, 
to  give  their  tcftimony  concerning  the  condu£t  of  Sir  Hugh 
pallifer^  in  cheadion  of  the  zyth  of  July,  when  the  fleets  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  were  engaged.  Here  the  fummons 
imported  evidence  relative  to  the  action,  in  which  it  wascon- 
fefled,  on  all  hands,  that  the  vice  admiral  of  the  bluehadacquit« 
ted  himfelf  like  an  able  and  gallant  officer,  and  not  to  his  fubfe* 

quen< 


Digitized  by 


Google 


K.  1779.  DEBATES.  193 

]ueiic  conduct  in  the  afternoon,  which  was  the  part  of  his 
rondud  only  on  which  the  accufation  ought  to  be  founded, 
iut  if  the  firft  part  of  the  fummons  might  be  defended  as  an 
xpreflion  loofe  and  indefinite,  arifing  merely  from  inattention, 
he  word  when  the  fleets  were  engaged,  fpecified  the  time  fo 
!xa6l1)r,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  conceive  that  either  of  the 
vi  n  Acs  would  come  prepared  to  fpeak  to  any  other  point,  or, 
f  they  did,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  receive  their  evidence, 
18  the  party  accufed  mud  come  into  court  upon  the  idea  only 
!>f  defend' np;  himfelf  againft  any  charge  of  mifcondu£l  on  the 
27th  of  July,  whin  the  fleets  of  Great  Britain  and  France 
ivere  engaeed. 

Lord  fViymoutbKvi  a  few  words  in  reply,  in  which  he  beg-  LordlTiy.' 
^cd  leave  to  differ  from  the  noble  Duke.  He  acknowledged  *^'*- 
be  was  not  prepared  to  fpeak  fully  to  the  fubjed,  but'  he  pre- 
fumed,  that  on  fome  future  day,  before  the  enfuing  recefs,  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  would  be  enabled  to 
^ive  his  Grace  and  the  Houfe  full  fatisfadion  on  that  head. 
The  word  whin  did  not  bear  the  reftridive  conftrudion  put 
upon  it  by  his  Grace ;  nor  could  he  ever  fuppofe  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  admiralty- board,  or  the  profecutor  in  be- 
half of  the  crown,  to  frame  a  charge  diredled  only  to  the  part 
of  Sir  Hugh  Pailifer's  conduit  which  was  acknowledged  to 
be  free  from  cenfure  or  reprehcnfion. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  the  admiralty-board  and  the  judge  E«rl  of 
advocate  could  only  make  ufeof  the  materials  thev  had.     J^oSsMdwkb. 
accufer  appeared  againft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr,     Mr.  Keppel  had 
declined,  by  letter,  to  make  any  accufation  ;  it  was  therefore 
impoflible  to  frame  any  fpecific  charge,  but  what  could  be  col- 
le^^ed  from  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel*     He  difclaimed,  on  > 
the  part  of  the  admiralty- board  and  himfelf,  any  intention  of 
ftopping  the  courfc  of  juftice,  or  of  permitting  it  to  be  evaded  ; 
and  faid,  that  the  cafes  of  Admirals  Byng,  Leftock*  and  Ma- 
thews, were  each  of  them  founded  upon  breaches  of  their,  in- 
ftrudions,  and  loofe  accufations,  and  not  upon  any  particular, 
defined,  or  fpecific  charge.  ' 

Duke  of  Graftan  made  fevcral  obfervations  on  what  fell  Dnke  of 
from  Lord  Weymouih,  {hewing  that  the  word  when^  in  the  ^'■«/'«* 
common  acceptation  as  it  ftood  in  the  fummons,  and  regard^ 
ing  the  aftion,  in  the  extrad  rtad  out  of  the  copy  of  the  of- 
ficial letter,  by  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion,  were 
both  moft  certainly  reftridtive.  His  Grace  followed  them 
with  fevcral  other  obfervations,  to  (hew  that  the  admiralty- 
board  had  various  modes  in^  their  power  of  bringing  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  jufticf,  without  having  rccourfe  to  the  minutes 
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tfiken  at  Admiral  Keppel's  trial.    It  was  agreed  on  all  handsthac 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  was  a  brave  officer,  and  that  the.(hip  aboard 
which  he  carried  his  flag  fufFered  greatly;  it  was '  therefore 
ignorantly  abfurd,  or  grofsly  evafive,  to  call  that  part  of  the 
vice-admirars  condud  into  queftion,  which  was  equally  ap- 
plauded by  his  enemies  and  friends.     He  adverted  to  fevcral 
particulars,  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  pen* 
ding  Admiral  .Kcppel's  trial Y  among  the  reft,  a  ftronger  in- 
ftance  need  not  be  given,  than  what  had  been  exprefsly  de* 
pofcd  by  his  own  captain,  Captain  Faulkner,  that  the  admi- 
ral, befides  the  letter,  fent  a  verbal  meflage  to  Lord  Sand- 
wich,  informing  his  Lordfhip,  that  he  had  more  to  fay  to 
him  than  he  chofe  to  commit  to  writing,  and  if  it  were  his 
Lordlhip*s  pleafure  to  alk  him  any  quenions  he  was  ready  to 
wait  on  him.   This,  he  faid,  was  a  very  material  circumftaoce 
and  ought  to  be  explained,  for  it  fhewed  that  either  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  fome  reafon  not  to 
'  enquire  further,  or  that  he  wilhed  to  throw  a  flight  on  the 
admiral* 
Duke  of        Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  he  never  could  fubfcribc  to  the 
JHctmnd'    mode  of  rcaioning  fubftituted  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  ;   befides  the  flovenly  appearance  it  had, 
it  would  eftablifh  a  precedent  which  might  hereafter  be 
employed  to  efFeft  the  worft  purpofes.     A  perfon  not  fo  much 
favoured  by  the  court,  nor  high  in  eftimation  with  the  ad- 
miralty-board, might  be  brought  to   trial  upon  a  general 
indefinite  charge,   though  ignorant  in  what  manner  to  fhapc 
his  defence,  to  procure  and  colleft  thofe  materials,  or  fum- 
mon  fuch  witneffes  as  would  prove  his  innocence.     On  the 
other  hand,  what  was  publickly  withheld  from  a  perfon  who 
flood  well  with  thofe  in  power,  could  be  privately  commu- 
nicated, by  which  noeans,  while  the  innocent  man  might  be 
facrificcd  to  the  refentments  of  a  coprt,  the  real  criminal 
might  be  permitted  to  efcape.     This  would  be  a  denial  of 
juftice  in  one  inftance,  and  a  mockery  of  it  in  the  other. 

He  could  not  fee  how  the  framing  a  fpecific  charge  by  the 
admiralty-board,  could  be  flrained  into  an  aft  of  pre-jadg- 
nicnt,  or  fending  the  vice-admiral  to  his  trial  loaded  with 
prejudices.  In  the  charge  againft  Byng  who  was  tlie  profc- 
cuior  ?  Moft  certainly  the  admiralty -board.  Was  there  not 
like  wife  a  fpecific  charge  and  a  fpecific  accufer  in  the  cafe  of 
Lord  George  Sackville,  now  Germain?  In  the  latter  in- 
flance,  as  in  the  one  quoted  by  the  noble  Earl  the  preceding 
i'^y  [Briftolj  was  not  there  firft  an  enquiry  to  know  whether 
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Lord  Germain  could  be  tried,  and  afterwards  acourt-martial, 
by  which  he  was  conviftcd  of  feme  of  the  offences  laid  to 
his  charge }  As  to  the  aiFair  of  Mathews  and  Leftock,  there 
was  no  need  of  all  thofe  formalities^  becaufe  tll^  affair  wat 
notorious^  and  of  courfe  the  profecution  Was  founded  refpec- 
lively  upon  their  recriminatory  accufations.  Here  there  was 
none,  but  what  refulted  from  evidence  given  upon  a  former 
trial.  For  his  part,  therefore,  he  could  never  be  reconciled 
to  the  legality  of  this  mode  of  proceeding  till  he  heard  either 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lords  over  tlie  way  give  a  decifive 
opinion  on  the  fubjed. 

Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  did  not  wlfh  to  give  any  particular  Lord  Cbar.i 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft,  but  he  thought  it  extremely  improper  cellm-* 
tocaft  refleftions  and  general  imputations  on  the  >«dmiralty- 
board,  or  to  cenfure  men,  becaufe  they  had  not  adopted  fome 
certain  mode  of  trial,  which  none  of  the  noble  Lords  who  . 
recommended  fuch  a  trial  undertook  to  point  out. 

The  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion,  fupportcd  it  chief- 
ly on  a  fuppofed  exifting  analogy  between  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  court?  of  criminal  and  common  law.  Nothing, 
his  Lordfhip  affirmed,  could  be  more  widely  different  thaa 
their  confUtotion  and  mode  of  proceeding.  He  apprehend- 
ed, that  the  mode  of  proceeding  and  dealing  out  juftice  was 
founded  in  fubftantial  equity ;  the  condemnation  of  the 
guilty,  and  the  acquittal  of  the  innocent ;  oor  could  he  fee^ 
with  all  the  induftry  he  was  able  to  exert,  that  either  of 
thcfc  rules  would  be  violated  by  the  mode  of  trial,  on  which^ 
much  to  his  aftonilhment,  he  bad  heard  fo  many  hard  name^ 
bcftovved. 

His  Lordfhip  commented  in  particular  upon  the  word  mock 
tr'ialy  and  obferved,  that  it  was  giving  an  inftance  of  that 
very  pre-judgment  which  the  noble  Duke  had  (o  aflidu* 
oufly  laboured  to  fix  upon  his  opponents.  Such  language, 
while  matters  v/ere  Juh  judice,  was  rather  uncommon  and  un- 
juftifiable,  and  he  Ihould  hear  with  much  furprife,  when 
attorney  •'general,  and  moving  for  an  information,  he  fhould 
be  told,  that  the  information,  if  granted,  would  only  lead  to 
a  mock  trial. 

He  faid,  he  was  a  total  {hanger  to  the  judge-advocate ;  to 
whom,  he  underftood,  that  the  drawing  up  of  the  chai^ 
was  entfufied  :  yet,  in  point  of  candour,  where  a  man  wat 
afting  in  thedifcharge  of  a  truft,  it  ftruck  him,  unlefs  there 
was  liome  proof  of  bit  partiality  more  than  barely  adtng 
Qa49c  asikrttfiiMS;glveii  bj  ^tuthority  ;  that  it  did  not  be- 
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come  any  man,  of  however  exalted  a  ftation  or  rcfpcftablc  i 
charafter,  to  impute  improper  motives  to  a  pcrfon  thus  cir- 
cumftanced.  He  advif'ed  their  Lordfhips  to  coafider  who 
they  were,  and  what  might  be  the  confequence  of  pcnnittinj 
fuch  reflexions  and  infinuations  to  get  abroad,  not  only  ia 
rcfpeft  of  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  but  to  the  perfon  whole 
honour  and  every  other  thing  dear  to  him,  might  be  fatally 
affefted  by  fuch  dangerous,  though  ill-founded  affertion?  arj 
fufpicions  ;  fufpicions  eafily  •  impreffed  upon  the  minds  oi" 
thofe  who  heard  thera,  difficult  to  be  refuted,  and  ftillmiia 
more  difficult  to  be  entirely  removed. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  Richmof7d  i2Li6y  that  the  admiralty-board  niig!i 

Rubmond,  jq  the  firft  i nft a ncc  have  procured  a  fpecific  ch;irge,  and  a 
fpecific  anfwer  if  they  thought  proper.  The  noble  Earl  a: 
the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  laid  great  flrefs  on  Adrainl 
Kcppel's  letter,  wherein  he  expreffed  an  approbation  of  tise 
conduft  of  the.  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  without  fcemingto 
recoUeft  the  meffage  contained  in  the  minutes  on  their  Lord- 
fhips' table,  which  the  admiral  fent  by  Captain  Faulkner,  where 
be  faid,  that  he  had  fome  other  matters  to  communicate  to  th; 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  if  his  Lordlhip  thought  proper.  The  nobk 
Earl,  however,  palFed  the  meffage  over  witliout  takmg  tsc 
leaft  notice  of  it,  and  in  that,  as  well  as  every  other  a^ir, 
treated  the  admiral  with  the  moft  marked  cool nefs  and  rcfcrve. 
The  learned  Lord  faid,  he  did  not  know  any  thing  of  the 
gentleman  at  the  bar.  He  did  not  mean  to  impeach  Mr.  Jack- 
fon's  charafter,  but  he  prefumed,  that  the  very  dcrcription  the 
learned  Lord  gave  of  him,  furnifhed  a  ftrong  argument  to 
•  prefume,  a  poffible  abufe  not  an  inherent  partiality.  He 
acknowledged,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  z8t  under  inftru&iocs, 
and  to  obey  them,  and  that  confequently  his  condud  wouW 
and  muft  be  prefcribed  by  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
when  the  other  precedent  circumftances  of  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer'&  fituation,  and  the  various  afis  of  favour  fhewn  to  hini) 
and  of  unkindnefs  to  his  commander  in  chief,  were  recollefl- 
ed,  it  would  not  be  faying  too  much,  he  believed,  to  call 
the  trial  a  mock  trial ;  {o  far  as  it  might  be  fuppofed  to  affeft 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  though  in  effeft,  it  might 
prove  a  fccond  real  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel.  His  Grace 
concluded  his  fpeech  with  defiring,  that  the  clerk  would  rtaJ 
that  part  of  Captain  Fa ulkner*s  evidence  relatihg  to  the  pa- 
role meffage  fent  by  the  admiral  to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. It  was  to  this  effeft  :  •*  Giv«  my  com^liknents  to 
Lord  Sandwich,  and  tell  him^  I  have  more  to  far  to  hiai  than 
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think  it  proper  to  put  in  my  public  letter ;  and  if  it  be  his 
^ordfhip*s  plealure  to  aik  me  any  queftions,  I  am  ready  to 
wait  on  him." 

Earl  of  Sandwich^  in  reply,  faid,  that  it  was  iropoflible  he  Earl  of 
ould  take  notice  of  any  but  the  office  difpatchcs.  He  did  '^«»^'*** 
lot  rccoUefl  the  words  as  they  ftood  in  the  extraft  now  read  ; 
)ut  looked  upon  the  meflfage  delivered  to  him  merely  as  a 
neifage  of  reference.  He  was  indeed  never  more  furprifed 
n  his  life,  than  when  he  firft  heard  the  mcffage  ftated  as  a 
>articu\ar  one.  He  had  a  full  opportunity  of  converfing 
Bvith  the  captain,  as  he  ftaid  four  hours  with  him,  and  did 
bim  the  honour  of  his  company  to  dinner.  It  was  natural  to 
fuppofc,  that  in  the  courfe  of  lb  long  an  interview,  and  upon 
fuch  a  fubjeft,  that  he  afkedthe  captain  feveral  queilions,  and 
enquired  into  a  variety  of  particulars.  After  dinner,  he 
took  him  in  his  chaife  to  Kew  to  wait  on  his  Majefty.  While 
they  were  on  their  way  thither,  among  other  queftions,  he 
enquired  about  the  Formidable.  He  had  a  particular  rcafdn 
of  a  private  nature.  There  was  a  near  relation  of  his  aboard 
that  fhip,  and  he  rememberctl  the  captain's  telling  him  of 
the  explofion  which  happened  aboard  her,  and  of  twenty  men 
having  been  killed  or  wounded  by  that  accident. 

After  being  infioduced  to  the  King,  his  Majefty  aflced  the 
captain  a  great  number  of  queftions  relative  to  the  engage- 
ment ;  and,  added  his  Lordfhip,  his  Majefty  is  a  clpfe  quef-  ' 
tioner.  \_Calledto  order  J]  His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to 
reatbn  upon  the  whole  tranfaftion  ;  obfervcd,  that  if  Captain 
Fuulkncr  dclired  or  had  it  in  charge  to  deliver  any  particular 
meifage,  he  had  frequent  opportunities  to  fpeak  to  any 
one  point  he  pleafed  ;  nay,  he  wrote  to  Admiral  Keppel  of- 
fering to  go  down  thither  himfelf,  who  thanked  him  for  his 
offer,  but  very  obligingly  recommended  him  to  ftay  at  the 
board  where  his  prelcnce  would  be  more  wanted. 

Duke  of  iJ/c/^wio/j^  replied,   it  was  a  little  extraordinary  D«kc  cf 
d)at  the  noble  Earl  had  queftioned  Captain  Faulkner  upon  W^^wenrf. 
every  other  fubjeft  and  circumftance,   but  on  what  the  pa- 
role meifage  really  imported. 

The  debate  for  fome  time  became  general ,  till  the  Duke  Ouka  of 
of  Grafton  pointedly  obferved,  that  Admiral  Keppel,  not^''^'**- 
Captain  Faulkner,  was  the  perlbn  proper  to  be  queftioned 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  parole  meffage.  Captain  Faulkner 
could  not  undertake  to  give  information  which  he  neither 
knew  nor  was  impowered  to  communicate.  The  very  terms 
of  the  mei&ge  excluded  the  idea  of  any  intermediate  com- 
j  munication  , 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ShelkMrwt. 


PARLIAMENTARY         A.  1779. 

munication  whatever,  for  it  was  fach  that  he  did  not  chufc 
to  commit  it  to  writing,  and  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  that  he 
could  communicate  it  to  no  other  peribn  but  the  noble  Lord 
himfelf.  ^ 

Btrt  of  Earl  of  Shelburne  now  rofc,  and  fpokc  for  upwards  of  three 

i^i  quarters  of  an  hour  ;  faid,  the  trial  and  confequent  conduft 

of  the  admiralty-board,  amounted  fubftantially  to  a  difmiflfal 
of  Mr.  Keppel ;  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  ad- 
miralty had  rendered  himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  navy  by  his 
conduft  towards  that  •  gentleman  ;  that  the  reprefentation 
made  by  the  fubfcribing  admirals  to  his  Majefty,  and  a  much 
more  extenfive  one  drawn  up,  but  which  had  not  been  pre- 
fented,  fhewed  beyond  a  doubt,  the  fenfe  the  gentlemen  of 
the  navy  entertained  of  the  unfair  and  cruel  treatment  Mr. 
Keppel  received  from  the  admiralty- board  ;  that  he  frequent- 
ly met  officers  of  his  acquaintance,  high  in  rank,  and  of  the 
ferft  refpeft  in  their  profeffion,  in  brown  coats,  and  enquiring 
of  them  why  they  had  thrown  off  their  uniform,  they  an- 
fw«red  either  that  they  were  not  to  be  employed,  or  did  not 
think  it  fafe  to  be  employed  under  the  prefent  adminiftration 
"  of  the  admiralty-board.  His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to 
inveigh  in  the  ftronc2;eft  terms,  againft  the  conduft  of  that 
board  towards  Mr.  Keppel  ;  and  contended  without  refervc, 
that  Mr.  Keppel's  life  had  been  attempted  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  and  that,,  when  he  had  rifen  fuperior  to  the  malice, 
malevolence,  and  deteftable  arts  of  his  perfecutors  and  op- 
preffors,  they  had  contrived  means  to  drive  him  from  thefcr- 
vicc.  All  this  was  matter  fufficient  to  create  great  uncafi* 
nefe,  and  afforded  caufe  of  juft  alarm*  The  fate  of  this 
country  might  poflibly  depend  upon  the  events  of  the  enfu- 
ing  naval  campaign.  Minifters  fhould  therefore  be  extreme^* 
ly  careful  what  perfons  they  employed  at  fo  very  critical  a 
period.  He  did  not  like  canvafling  profellional  charaders  in 
that  I^oufe  no  more  than  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  nor  did  he  mean  to  refleft  upon  any  man,  but  the 
flake  was  a  great  one  and  ought  to  be  very  carefully  played 
for. 

His  Lordlhip  laughed  at  the  noble  Earl's  boafted  afls  of 
kindnefs  to  Admiral  Keppel,  in  ordering  him  to  be  immedi- 
ately brought  to  trial.  He  declared,  it  was  the  firft  time  he 
ever  heard  that  to  endanger  a  man's  life,  and  to  caufe  him  to 
fufFer  under  a  load  of  accufation,  was  a  matter  of  kindnefs. 
If  he  was  a  feaman,  and  was  to  ferve  under  the  prefent  board 
of  admiralty,  he  would  fervently  pray  to  Heavep,  to  avert 
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uch  kindncfs  from  him  !  he  had  little  doubt  but  the  prefent 
:ommandcrs  of  the  weftcrn  fquadron  were  of  the  fiune  opi- 
nion, and  would,  in  Ivch  a  poiiibl^  event,  think  that  the 
loble  Lord's  kindncfs  would  be  little  (hort  of  downright  era- 
.Iry.  His  Lordfhip  fpoke  to  a  great  variety  of  other  pointiy 
ivhich  had  already  in  the  courfe  of  the  fcifion  been  frequently 
the  fubjea  of  difcuffion. 

Earl  of  ChefterJUldy  among  other  things,  faid,  that  it  was  Earl  of 
not  the  fault  of  adminiilration  that  Admiral  Keppel  was  not  ^tf^^^ 
employed ;  for  the  true  reafon  was,  that  he  refufed  to  ferve 
unlefs  his  Majefty  confented  to  change  his  fervants. 

Duke  of  Richmond  pinned  down  the  laft  noble  Lord  toDokeof 
what  he  had  now  afferted.     Said,  it  was  not  founded  in  fad,  •R««*«»^- 
and  that  the  noble  Earl  {hould  have  been  more  careful  to 
flake  his  credit  upon  any  aiTertion,  which  did  not  come  im- 
mediately within  his  own  knowledge.     Here  the  debate 
clofed,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion  was  ureed  to* 

The  Duke  of  Manchefter's  motions  were  po%ooed  tall 
Tuefday. 

As  foon  as  the  debate  was  over,  and  and  the  queftion  car* 
ried,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  to  enquire  ito  the  ma- 
oagement  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

The  two  points  to  which  the  witnefTes  were  called  this  day 
were,  the  penlioners  (liirts  and  (heets,  and  the  fire  which  broke 
out  in  the  taylor*s  room  in  the  hofpital. 

Captain  BailJicy  and  feveral  other  perfons  proved,  thotCaptala 
both  the  former  were  confiderably  fhort  of  tlieir  due  and'^''^ 
ilated  lengths;  and  that  the  fire,  which  had  donefuchconfidera*" 
ble  damage,  was  occafioned  by  great  careleflhefs  ;  that  feve- 
ral complaints  had  been  made  about  the  deficiencies  ia  the 
lengths  of  the  fhiris  and  fheets,  and  frequent  remonftrances 
made  by  the  military  officers,  when  it  came  in  their  routine 
of  duty,  concerning  that  very  room  from  which  the  flames 
buril  forth.  That  both  complaints  had  been  flated  to  the 
council  of  the  hofpital,  and  reported  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, but  in  either  inflance  to  no  manner  of  purpofe.  There 
were  other  perfons  examined  befides  Captain  Baillie  to  the 
the  fheeting  and  (hirting,  who  feverally  endeavoured  to  paU 
liate  the  fhortnefs  of  the  lengths  more  than  to  attempt  to  di- 
rcftlv  deny  the  faft. 

The  caufe  of  the  fire  was  chiefly  attributed  to  the  Toom, 
called  the  taylor^s  room,  being  turned  into  a  kind  of  futtling- 
houfe,  where  almoft  all  the  dilorderly  riotous  penfiosers  um 
to  aflemble  every  night  and  get  drunk.    Lieutenants  Kerr, 
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Smyth  and  Carrol,  corroborated  Captain  Bailie's  teftixnooT 
very  fully ;  that  Ibme  accident  of  the  kind  had  been  lag 
forefeen,  and  the  nuiran(;e  frequently  complained  of  by  them, 
when  their  duty  led  them  to  enquire  into  and  report  on  the 
internal  ftate  and  police  of  the  hofpital.  Comminee  ad- 
journed till  Monday,  Houfe  rofe  and  adjourned  to  the  neit 
day.  Duke  of  Manchefter's  motion  deferred  till  the  3Cth.j 
Match  26.' 
'  '•  H  Judicial  and  private  bufinefs.     No  debate.      Houfe  2C- 

JDurhed  to  tlie  29th^  and  the  committee  to  the  30th. 
March  29, 
'  Judicial  and  private  bufinefs.     No  debate*     Greeowicli 
Hofpital  committee  deferred  till  after  the  holidays, 
March  30, 

This  day  a  debate  took  place  on  the  fecond  reading  of  ti!e 
Bifhop  of  Landaff's  bill,  to  prevent  adultery,  by  prohibitla^ 
the  inter-marriage  of  the  criminal  parties  with  each  other, 
which  as  the  bill  was  thrown  out  in  the  other  Houfe  ic  woaLi 
be  of  very  little  confequence  to  the  public  to  be  aqquaintd 
with  the  detail  of  it. 

Before  the  order  of  the  day,  on  which  their  Lordihips  weit 

fummoned,   upon  a  motion  of  the  Duke  of  ManchcftcT'5, 

^K^^       was  read,  Earl  of  Brijioi  rofe  and  moved  for  the  foHowing 

'^  '       papers*     His  Lord(hip  moved,   "  That  there  be  laid  before 

this  Houfe  copies  for  all  orders  for  convoys  between  the  ifi 

,  of  January  and  the  ift  of  March,  1779."     Alfo, 

"  That  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  the 
commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  high  admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  do  lay  before  this  Houfe  copies  or  extrafis 
of  all  papers,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  any  intelligence  of  tiie 
the  names  of  the  fhips,  and  the  number  of  men  aboard  each 
Ihip,  that  has  been  fitted  out  fincc  the  ift  of  March,  1 778,  or 
is  now  iittmg  out  at  Toulon,  with  tlie  d^te  of  the  receipt  of 
iuch  account.'*     Alfo, 

**  An  addrefs  for  copies  of  the  monthly  lifts,  containiog 
the  difpofition  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  and  veffcls  in  tca-pav, 
between  the  ift  of  January,  1778,  and  the  30th  of  Oftobcr 
following."     And  alfo, 

''  An  addrefs  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  (hips  and 
iloops,  with  their  rates  and  tonnage,  that  were  repained  and 
, repairing,  built  and  building,  in  the  King's  and  private  yards, 
together  with  the  numbers  launched  and  completed,  between 
the  ift  of  January,  1771,  and  the  ift  of  January,  1779*" 
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His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to  obfervc,  that  the  raifcon- 
luft  of  the  admiralty-board  called  for  the  moft  fpeedy  and 
:ffe£lual  inveiligation  and  animadveriiop.  The  preTcnt 
larming  ftate  of  the  navy,  when  compared  with  the  force 
f  France  fingly,  or  the  combined  force  of  France  and  Spain, 
/as,  in  his  opmion,  fufiicient  to  rouze  every  noble  Lord, 
very  man  indeed,- within  or  without  that  Houfe,  and  fix  his 
ttcntion.  The  fyftem  by  which  that  board  was  condufted, 
;as  a  fyftem  of  the  vileft  delufion,  the  moft  unprecedented 
mpolition.  The  nation  and  that  Houfe  were  totally  igno- 
ant  of  the  real  ftate  of  our  navy ;  our  want  of  informa- 
ion  was  the  great  tburce  of  national  ruin,  becaufe,  he  was 
•erfuaded,  that  if  their  Lordfhips  knew  the  real  ftate  of  our 
avy,  two  events  would  have  long  lince  happened  ;  that 
5,  the  inftant  difmiffion  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty, 
or  the  repeated  grofs  fallhoods  by  which  he  had  fo  often 
bufed  and  mifled  that  Houfe  ;  and  the  adopting  meafurcs  of 
igour,  applicable  to  the  prefent  alarming  crifis ;  in  ftiort,  an 
ncrcafe  of  force,  and  a  proper  diftribution  and  employment 
>f  it. 

Having  urged  a  variety  of  reafons,  and  ftated  feveral  in» 
lances,  to  Ihew  how  we  had  been  deceived,  and  how  likely  we 
verc  to  continue  under  the  fame  delufion,  fo  long  as  Lord 
Jandwicb  remained  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  he  prefled  the 
icccflity,  now  at  the  very  eve,  he  believed,  of  a  war  with  Spain 
IS  well  as  France,  of  learning  our  fituation  ;  what  was  the 
•orce  of  our  enemies,  and  what  force  wc  fliould  be  able  to 
)ppofe  them  with,  as  from  thofe  very  important  circumftanccs 
)ropcrly  authenticated,  we  (bould  be  enabled  to  form  a  true 
udment  refpefting  our  real  Situation. 

Before  he  fat  down  he  would  tell  the  noble  Earl  very  fair- 
y  the  objeft  of  his  motion  in  point  of  immediate  efiea.  It 
vas  a  ftretch  of  caqdour  to  which,  he  fancied,  no  pcrfon 
•ould  lay  claim  with  lefs  juftice  than,  the  noble  Lord.  It 
Jvas  this ;  as  the  firft  effential  meafure  for  the  reftoration  of 
)ur  former  ftate' of  marine  power  and  glory,  he  meant  that 
ht  papers  moVed  for  fhould  draw  forth  documents  fully  fuf- 
'xient  to  (hew  that  his  Lordship  was  by  no  means  equal  to 
ie  arduous  taflc  he  had  undertaken,  that  of  forming  a  great 
lavy,  or  of  diftribpting  it  properly,  or  employing  it  Ikil- 
'ully.  Naval  operations  were  objeds  far  beyond  the  noble 
Earl's  abilities.  '  Bcfidcs  this,  he  had  reafon  to  be  perfuaded, 
that  his  Lordfhip  was  criminally  negleftful  as  well  as  crimi- 
nally aflive ;  nor  would,  he  could  venture  to  predift,  tlic 
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Britifli  flag  ever  recover  its  wonted  dignity  and  luftrc,  fo 
long  as  the  noble  iiarl  continued  to  prefide  ac  ^e  admir^tj. 
board. 

Thefe  were  his  finccrc  opinions^  and  this  was  the  objcfl  he 
had  in  view.  He  meant  to  charge  the  noble  £arl  with  actsoF 
%  very  criminal  nature,  on  the  j6th  of  rtext  month  [Apnl]; 
and  he  made  the  foregoing  motions,  not  to  fatisfy  hinife!f,but 
their  Lordfhips,  that  his  charges  were  officially  well  foundd. 
He  was  already,  for  his  own  part,  thbroaghly  convinced  of 
the  charges  he  wifhed  to  eilablifh*  He  had  the  proofs  in  pof- 
feiSon  I  but  he  wanted  the  fancSiion  of  their  Lordihips  to 
ftamp  upon  the  information  he  intended  to  give,  the  authentic 
mark  of  parliamentary  authority. 

Probably  he  ibould  again  hear  the  ilale  apology,  for  with- 
holding all  official  papers,  that  the  giving  them  would  be  the 
means  of  conveying  improper  matter' to  our  enemies.  To 
meet,  however,  this  objedlion  in  any  inftance,  where  it  might 
bear  the  moft  diftance  refemblance  to  truth,  he  was  prepared 
to  qualify  and  accommodate  his  motions  to  that  fpecial  cir- 
cinnftance,  by  any  reftridion  whatever,  that  did  not  tend  to 
^prefsly  defeat  the  obvious  intention  of  them.  He  would 
add  befides,  one  word  upon  the  ground  of  precedent.  The 
potions  were  copied  literally,  from  ftmilar  motions  made  ia 
Jhe  year  1759,  ift  the  very  height  of  the  late  war,  and  when 
pn  invafion  was  threatened  from  France.  He  could  not  fit 
down  without  likewife  endeavouring  to  imprefs  thi^  important 
itruth  on  their  Lordfbip's  minds,  that  there  was  not  iota  of 
the  matter,  which  his  motions  were  intended  to  draw  forth, 
with  which  the  French  cabinet  was  not  already  perfedly  ac- 
quainted. 
|arl  of,  ^  '  As  foon  as  the  queftion  was  put,  on  his  firft  motion,  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich  rofe^  and  faid,  he  did  not  know  on  what  ground,  or 
;iuthbrity,orufageof  debate,  the  noble  Earl  charged  himinfuch 
ftrong  terms.  The  noble  Earl  had  exprefled  great  candour; 
|>ut  in  his  opinion,  if  he  might  be  prefumed  to  advife,  his 
Lordihip  fhould  iirft  (late  his  proofs,  before  he  ventured  to 
pafs  judgment.  He  had  been  indiCpofed  for  fome  days,  and 
irctle  expected,  when  he  came  down,  that  he  would  be  called 
upon  to  defend  himfelf  againft  a  perfonal  attack. 

As  to  the  motiorv  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  the  others 
which  were  intended  to  follow  it ;  he  wifhed  to  exprefs  adif- 
approbation  of  them,  bting  (irmly  perfuaded,  that  fliould  the; 
be  agreed  to,  it  would  prove  of  the  very  worft  confequence, 
They  went  no  lefs  to  the  expofure  of  the  whdle  of  our  force, 
in  number  of  (bips,  rates,  tonnage,  ftations,  diftribution,  and 
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Employment  number  of  men,  &c.  In  fhort,  cverjr  one  cjVp 
cumAance  not  only  relative  to  our  pavy,  but  to  tbc  Whole  of 
pur  plan  of  marine  operations. 

After  (evera)  ftrong  cxpreffions,  ift  reply  to  thofc  ufed  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  in  which  be  challenged 
his  enemies  to  the  woTfV,  being  confcious,  he  faid  of  his  own 
integrity   and  afliJuity,  he  obferved,  that  the  noble  Earl  of* 
fered  to  confent  to  have  his  motions  altered  or  modified,  irt 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  remove  every  apprcbenfion  of  conveying 
improper  information  to  our  enemies  ;  but   that,   propoGtioijL 
however  feemingly  fpecious,  was  in  fa&impraflicable;  forno 
one  part  of  the  motions  could  be  complied  with,  withoutgiving 
our  open  or  concealed  enemies  that  fpecies  of  information^ 
which  they  moft  wanted.     The  noble  Earl  faid,  France  al- 
ready knew  the  ftate  of  our  n$ivy  ;  but  that  lie  infifted  was  not 
fo.     France  had  not  the  means ;  they  might  receive  imperfe<2 
accounts,  or  tolerable  correct  ones  of  this  or  that  fiquadron^ 
or  detachment ;  but  the  real  ftate  of  the  whole  of  the  Britim 
navy,  could  only  be  known  to  the  admiralty-board.     If  that 
was  once  conveyed  to  the  public,  France  would  no  lonser  bp 
drove  to  rely  upon  report  or  conjeSure,  which  ferve  ratncr  to 
miflead  than  to  inform :  flic  would  have  recourfe  to  the  parr 
liamentary  documents  before  that  Houfe. 

After  feveral  more  arguments  of  the  fame  tendency,  he  falj* 
he  would  give  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Earl  a  moft 
hearty  ai>d  deciiive  negative. 

The  Duke  of  Cbandos  fpoke  warmly  on  the  fame  fide;t)uke0f 
faid,  that  no  public  bufmefs  could  be  tranfaiSed,  if  moixons  Cbandti* 
were  thus  to  l>e  repeated  day  after  day  ;  and  the  time  which 
fhould  be  otherwife  employed  in  that  Houfe,  wafted  and  mi- 
fpent  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. 

Earl  of  BriJISl^  in  reply  to^thc  noble  Duie,  who  fpoke  laftjEtrl  of 
exprefled  hi«  aftonifhment,  that  any  noble  Lord  fhould  con^  Bripu* 
fider  the  prefent  attempt  he  was  making  towards  an  impor- 
tant enquiry,  as  an  effort  tending  to  produce  no  utility.  He 
could  never  conceive,  that  the  mere  attention  to  official  bufi-> 
nefs  could  be  balanced  againft  matters,  which  involved  in 
them  the  very  ejciftence  and  independence  of  this  country, 
A  few  fupernumerary  clerks  would  fupply  the  deficiency  on 
which  fo  much  ftrefs  had  been  laid ;  and  he  believed,  th^t 
even  this  would  not  be  necelTary,  but  upon  particular  occa- 
fions.  Yet  allowing,  that  the  bufinefs  was  too  weighty  for 
the  noble  Lord,  which  he  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  believe,  whv 
did  not  his  Lordfliip  copy  the  condu£l  of  that  great  man,  S^r 
Cbarkis  W^ger^  foqn  after  the  commencement  9f  the  $paniih 
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war  ih  1739.  That  able  feamen,  inftead  of  being  a  vaunter 
and  a  boafter  ;  inftead  of  fingingand  holding  fortb  in  daily  cu- 
logiums  upon  his  own  adrniniftration,  and  his  honefty  and  pe% 
fonal  inteerity,  informed  the  cabinet,  Lke  a  real  honeft  man, 
that  he  wiflied  to  be  aflifted  and  relieved  from  his  fatigues,  bj 
an  old  brother  officer.  He  wiflied,  he  faid,  to  call  Sir  John 
Norris  to  his  aid.  After  fome  advice  on  the  fubjed.  Sir 
John  attended  at  the  board,  and  was  occafionally  admittftl 
into  cabinet,  when  naval  aiFairs  were  under dtfcuffijn,  atSr 
Charles's  fpecial  requeft. 

Duke  of  The  Duke  of  Chandos  adhered  to  his  former  opinion;  bs 
faid,  that  it  was  a  neceflary  confcquence  of  perpetual  debate^, 
that  the  public  fervice  muftfufFcr.  The  noble  Earl  had  in- 
fifted  much  on  the  innportance  of  the  motions.  He  did  n'>e 
pretend  to  decide ;  but  he  imagined  their  expediency,  as  we!I 
importance,  ought  to  be  fullyihewn  and  demonftrated,  before 
their  Lordfhips  ventured  to  adopt  them. 

Duke  of  The  Duke  of  Richmond con\m^t\tt6  on  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Duke,  and  faid  it  was  a'ftrange  mode  of  argumenr, 
which  he  had  adopted.  It  amounted  10  this>  that  the  infor- 
mation defired,  fliould  be  flicwn  to  be  really  important.  Was 
there  a  noble  Lord  prefi^nt,  whodoubted  that  a  knowledge  of 
the  true  ftate  of  our  navy  was  not  highly  important ;  that  the 
grandeur  and  profperity  of  this  country  did  not  depend  upon  h; 
and  that  consequently  our  navy  was  the  ftandard  by  which 
alone  the  ability  of  this  country  could  be  fairly  meafured  ? 

The  noble  Earl,  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  faid,  and  the 
noble  Duke,  who  had  juft  fat  down,  echoed  it,  that  it  would 
be  unadvifeable,  if  not  very  mifchievous,  to  grant  the  papers 
called  for  ;  becaufe  it  would  convey  to  our  enemies  the  ftatc 
of  our  navv.  How  did  this  argument  accord  with  the  whole 
■tenor  of  his  Lordibip's  fpeeches,  as  well  at  prefenr,  as  for  the 
five  years  preceding  ;  that  our  fleet  was  in  the  moft  Aounfh' 
ing  and  refpcflable  condition  ?  How  very  different  was  the 
nobl?  Earl's  language  on  the  prefent  occafion,  from  that  )\is 
Lordfhip  was  wont  to  hold,  whenever  the  navy  was  men- 
tioned, or  any  doubts  ftarted  relative  to  its  real  flrength?  On 
thefe  occafions,  the  noble  Earl  never  failed  to  afl'urc  ihcir 
Lordfhip?,  that  the  more  the  ftatc  of  the  navy  was  commu- 
nicated x)r  made  known,  the  better.  It  would  convince  our 
emmits,  what  they  might  exped,  and  would  prove  the  beil 
means  of  fecuring  the  public  tranquil ity. 

After  d\^elling  for  fome  time  on  this  fubje£^,  in  thecoitrrc 
of  which  he  reminded  his  Lord(bip  of  feveral  of  his  vain- 
glorious boaftings  as  Co  the  ftrength  of  our  navy,  the  weak- 
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nefs  d  that  of  France ;  and  of  the  improbability  of  a  FrcncK 
war,  till  the  very  diy  it  was  announced  by  the  publication  of 
the  French  refcript.;  he  proceeded  to  a  review  of  the  bad 
treatment  of  the  officers,  naval  and  military,  particularly  the 
former,  who  had  upon  fo  many  occafions  been  vilified  and 
traduced  by  minifters,  and  their  friends  in  both  Houfes,  and 
among  other  inftances^  mentioned  the  compulfive  retreat  of  a 
near  and  worthy  relation  of  his  [Admiral  Keppel]  who  had 
been  drove  from  xhe-  fervice  by  the  arts  of  a  fadlion,  fupported 
and  fet  in  morion  by  a-  few  unprincipled,  envious,  and  mali- 
cious individuals.  While  he  was  on  the  fubie£b«  he  could 
not  avoid  mentioning  the  fare  of  another  moftable  and  gal- 
lant officer,  a  noble  Lord  in  the  other  Houfe  [Howe]  who  had 
likewife  been  marked  out  as  the  objed  of  minifterial  rancour 
and  vengeance.  He  fhould  not  enter  into  detail  on  that 
fubjefi  ;  but  he  muft  obferve,  that  miniilers  ought  to  be  very 
careful  and  attentive ;  the  fafety  of  this  country  was  com- 
mitted to  their  charge ;  that  fafety  depended  on  our  navy,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  the  day  a  great  deal  on  the  (kill  and  ability  of 
the  commander  in  chief.  If  this  was  true,  it  moft  certainly 
behoved  minifters  to  know  when  they  parted,  or  rather  pro- 
fcribed  fuch  men,  as  Lord  Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel  j  to 
likewife  fee  on  whom  they  were  to  depend.  He  wi(hed  to 
pafs  over  0>  delicate  a  fubjeft  in  filence  ;  but  his  duty  would 
not  permit  him  to  fit  down,  without  making  an  obfervation 
or  tviro.  In  fliort,  to  contraft  the  circumftances,  fo  far  as  the 
nation  is  c;mcerned.  The  nation  has  loft  Lord  Howe  and 
Admiral  Keppel,  the  nation,  in  their  ftead,  has* got  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  the  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  whom 
ihey  have  dragged  from  his  final  retreat,  to  the  public  fer- 
vice. What  was  the  confequence?  The  whole  body  of 
ofHcers  was  dlfgufted,  at  fo  extraordinary  an  arrangement  of 
command. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  had  not  been  at  fea  for  almoft  twenty 
years.  He  was  arrived  at  a  period  of  life  little  calculated  for 
the  performance  of  aftive  fervice.  He  trufted,  that  nothing  he 
faid,  would  be  interpreted  as  conveying  any  cenfure  on  that 
oiHccr  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  entertained  a  very  proper  refped 
for  his  bravery  and  abilities  :  all  he  would  be  underftood  to 
urge  was.  that  the  expectations  of  the  nation,  and  the  wifhes 
of  the  whole  body  of  officers,  were  directed  another  way. 

His  Grace  then  took  a  fliort  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion, contrafted   what  we  had  fufiered,  and  what  we  had  a 
right  to  expc6^,   with  the  trifling  advantages  we  had  obtained. 
What  were  the  loffcs  ?  Totally  giving  iip  the  Mediterranean, 
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tbe  lofs  of  thirteen  provinces,  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  and 
thirty  millions  of  money,  &c.  What  had  we  to  throw  in  the 
oppoiite  fcale  i  The  capture  of  St*  Lucia,  and  a  landing  cf- 
feAed  on  the  fouthern  part  of  the  continent  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  taking  the  latter  in  its  utmoft  extent,  the  conqueft  or 
pofleffion  of  the  province  of  Georgia.  That  any  real  advan- 
tage would  be  derived  from  the  acquifition  of  Georgia,  wjs 
to  him  «  matter  of  great  doubt;  and  as  to  St.  Lucia,  he 
thought  it  was  much  too  dearly  purchafed  by  the  lofs  of  (0 
aiany  brave  men,  who  were  daily  falling  a  facriSce  to  the  cli- 
mate. He  underftood  that  the  army  under  General  Grant 
was,  for  Its  number,  one  of  the  bcft  difciplined  and  well  ap- 
pointed body  of  troops  in  the  world ;  but  he  was  fony  to 
kear,  that  this  body  was  mouldering  away  by  the  unwholfome- 
nefs  of  the  climate. 

For  his  part,  be  was  always  avcrfe,  unlcfs  when  real  nccef- 
fity  required  it,  to  fend  troops  on  fuch  expeditions,  and  more 
particularly  fuch  troops,  as  he  underftood,  thofe  were.  He 
remembered,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  how  very 
dearly  we  purthafed  the  Havanna,  which  did  not  coft  us 
much  lels  than  ten  thoufand  men,  including  feamen  and 
ibldiers.  He  would  fay  nothing  of  the  pecuni^y  expence, 
as  that  was  ms^ttcr  of  little  conlideration  in  this  country, 
where  recruits  were  fo  difficult  to  be  obtained,  compared  to 
the  lofs  of  men  who  could  not  be  replaced,  when  they  were 
immediately  wanted. 

His  Grace  condemned  the  St*  Lucia  expeditior>,  as  the  of- 
kSt  of  fafhnefs  or  defpair,  and  obferved,  that  Commodore 
Hotham's  (afe  arrival,  coofidering  that  he  was  within  a  day's 
fail  of  a  fuperior  enemy,  was  much  more  owing  to  good  for- 
tune, than  to  the  wifdom  of  thofe  who  planned  that  expedi- 
tion.    His  Grace  then  proceeded  to  obferve,  on  the  oiher  re^ 
cent  inftance  of  our  fuccefs,  the  capture  of  Pondicherry,  and 
the  naval  adion  previous  to  that  event,  which  he  called  a 
drawn  battle,  though  the  numbers  were  equal.     From  all  j 
which  he  drew  this  general  dedudlion,  ^hat  France  had  hi- 
therto proved  a  full  match  for  Great  Britain,  on  our  own  pro- 
per element ;  and  that  every  thing  was  to  t>e  dreaded  from  a 
conteft,  that  might,  and,  he  feared,  would,  at  length  draw  j 
Spain  into  the  quarrel ;  in  the  event  of  which,  a  confeiTed 
fuperiority  muft  of  courfe  draw  after  it  its  confequences,  (he 
conlequences  of  a  decided  majority.     His  Grace  concluded 
with  reminding  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  of  his  frc-  ; 
quent  pVomifes  and  boaftings  of  his  being  always  prepared ' 
not  only  to  meet  France  iingle  handed,  but  the  united  force 
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»r  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  A  trial  of  twelve  montbi 
lad  been  given  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiral- 
y,  at  the  end  of  which  period,  he  muft  Acknowledge,  and 
heir  Lrordfhips  muft  be  convinced^  that  We  had  not  yet 
>roved  ourfelves  fupcrior  even  to  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
bioufeof  Bourbon. 

The  Lord  ChanalUr  replied  to  the  noble  Duke.  Upon  Lord  Om- 
the  proper  fubjedt  of  the  morion,  his  Lordfhip  contended ,  t^U^r, 
that  it  i^as  not  this  or  that  noble  Lord  that  granted  or  re- 
fufed  papers,  but  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  alone  which 
decided  that  point.  The  refufal  always  arofe  from  the  Tub- 
jed,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  could  not  be  looked 
upon  in  any  other  light,  but  as  that  of  the  whole  Houfe  taken 
in  its  colle<^ive  capacity.  On  the  other  points,  to  which  the 
noble  Duke  fpoke,  he  was  rather  fevere ;  and  endeavoured  to 
ihew  in  feveral  inftances,  that  his  Grace  wiflxed  to  depreciate 
the  condu6t  of  the  feveral  officers  naval  and  military,  partis 
icularly  that  of  Admiral  Harrington,  and  the  officer  who  com* 
manded  the  expedition  to  the  fouthward  ;  but  it  was  prettf 
evident,  that  his  Lord(hip's  difcourfe  was  rather  a  warm  fally 
in  debate^  than  a  regular  convincing  fpeecb. 

The  Duke  difclalmed  any  fuch  intention ;  faid,  he  had  i,  Duke  of 
Very  high  opinion  of  Admiral  Barrington,  and  was  certain,  ^'^""""^ 
that  that  officer  would  always  acquit  himfelf  with  honour  and 
reputation,  fo  he  hoped  and  believed   would  every  other  of- 
ficer employed  in  the  fouthern  operations^  whether  on  the 
iflands  or  on  the  continent. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  put,  and  Lord  Briftol's  motions 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one,  the  numbers  being  60 
to  30. 

The  Duke  oi  MancbeftertYitti  moved  for  an  account  of  the  Dolce  of 
number  of  viftuallers  bound  for  the  river  Delaware,  which  ^lUntbtftr. 
failed  from  Ireland  from  the   ift  of  January  to  the  ift  of 
July,  1778,  with  an  account  of  the  diredions  given  by  any 
of  his  Majefty*s  fcrvants  for  their  failing. 

Lord  JVeymiUth  objeded  to  the  generality  of  the  motion,  totd  flTW- 
but  faid  he  had  no  wilh  to  defeat  it,  if  it  was  fo  drawn  up  as  wmth. 
not  to  involve  in  it  matters  which  were  not  profefiedly  looked 
for.     He  doubted  not  but  upon  enquiry  every  part  of  admi* 
niftration  would  appear  perfedly  juftified  in  their  condud. 

The  Duke  of  Kichmond  acknowledged  that  the  motion  was  Doke  of 
originally  his,  and  had  been  made  by  the  noble  Duke  at  his  ^J**"**^ 
requeft,  and  he  would  fairly  tell  the  objeA :  a  report  pre* 
vailed  very  currently  that  a  noble  Lord  in  high  office  f  Lord 
North]  after  he  had  fent  dire^ions  for  the  evacuation  or  Phi* 
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ladtiphia.  Tent  orders  that  a  fieet  of  viduallers  ihould  fsJ 
from  Corke.  If  the  fad  was  as  he  had  heard^  be  thought  the 
maicer  called  for  a  thorough  inveftigation.  It  was  an  ad  of 
the  highcft  crimtnality,  or  at  bcft  of  neglrgcnce  ;  and  ncz'-i- 
gcnce  was  in  a  minifter  little  fliott  of  treachery,  hf^j^  it  w2s 
an  afi  of  fo  atrocious  a  nature  as  to  well  warrant  an  impeach- 
ment. 

He  pafled  feverat  compliments  on  the  condu£l  of  the  robk 
Vifcount  high  in  office,  who  had  (hewn  fo  much  candour. 
Indeed  the  noble  Vtfcount  had  alwap  flirwn  a  difpaficion  to 
oblige,  and  he  was  the  only  member  of  the  cabinet  who  did. 
fjgtifi„  *  The  L#ord  Chancellor  faid,  he  thought  the  paper  «ras  a  i-erv 
ffftr^  improper  one  to  be  granted  ;  but  even  if  it  was  not,  muft  ocr 
the  paper  be  firft  dcfcribed  ?  The  noble  Vifcount  objeSrd 
with  great  propriety  to  the  generality  of  the  motion.  The 
noble  Duke  who  fpoke  laft,  confefled  he  was  unable  to  poiat 
out  any  mode  which  would  anfwer  the  end  of  the  motion, 
and  free  it  from  the  objedion  ftated  ;  how  then  was  it  poffibie 
for  the  Houfe  to  determine  upon  a  motion  which  could  not 
be  laid  to  be  properly  in  exiftence,  becaufe  not  modified  to 
the  idea  of  thofe  who  had  taken  an  intereft  in  it  on  either 
h^nd?  After  hinting  pretty  roundly  at  the  .impropriety  of 
y  bringing  down  loofc  indigeded  motions  to  be  new  modcIIe4 

in  that  Houfe,  he  declared  he  ihould  give  the  morion,  alrersd 
or  unaltered,  a  negative ;  becaufe  tHofe  who  fupported  it 
built  an  inference  upon  the  fuppofeJ  fad,  which  leJ  to  the  cri- 
mination of  an  abfent  perfoh,  [fuppofed  to  mean  Lord  North.] 
^ari«f  £arl  of  Dartmouth  faid,  as  no  method  had  b.en  devlfcil  to 

JV^mrft.  iremove  the  objeSion  ftaied  by  the  noble  Vifcount,  he  was 
againft  giving  the  information  defircd  ;  and  though  the  ob- 
jedion  of  generality  was  removed,  bethought  the  motion  to- 
tally unnccelTary,  no  bad  confequence  having  arofe  friira  the 
fa£l  as  reprefented.  He  did  not  wifh  to  be  underftood  that 
the  UGt  was  fo  ^  but  he  argued  merely  on  the  fuppolition  that 
it  was. 
IMkcof  Duke  of  Manchijfer  faid,  he  was  willing  to  alter  his  mo- 

Hiurlijer.  jjqji  }„  a^v  manner  the  Houfe  mi^ht  think  proper.  He  made 
it  at  the  inftanceof  his  noble  friend  near  him,  and,  if  agreeable 
to  him,  was  ready  to  confine  it  from  the  firft  of  Fcbruarv,  or 
even  later  i  for  he  prefumed,  that  all  his  noble  friend  dthred 
to  know  was,  whether  the  order  fent  for  the  failing  of  the 
victuallers  was  JTubfequent  to  the  order  for  the  evacuation  of 
Philadelphia? 
IHifcc  9f  Duke  of  RUhmand  was  fevere  on  the  condud  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who,  (hough  a  member  of  the  cabinet^  bad,  on 
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theprefent  occa/ion,  very  unneceflarily .  fleppec)  out  of  hi* 
province,  and  offered  to  coptrod  the  opinion  of  another  ca* 
binet  JDinifier,  to  whofe  department  the  affair  properly  be- 
longed, in  that  Houfe.  The  noble  Vifcount  had  acquiefced 
conditionally.  No,  fays  the  noble  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  it 
(hall  not  be  fo  :  whether  the  motion  be  altered  or  not,  I  am 
determined  to  fet  my  face  againft  it.  He  made  feveral  pointed 
obfervations  on  the  condud  of  the  noble  £arl*in  office  who 
fpoke  lately  [Lord Dartmouth];  faid,  when  it  was  known  that 
the  motbn  was  direded  againft  an  intimate  and  nearly  con* 
neaed  friend  of  his  [Lord  North]  if  he  thought  his  friend 
innocent  of  the  charge,  he  (hould  have  been  olie  of  the  firft 
to  urge  the  enquiry.  His  Lordfhip's  conduct,  however,  gave 
room  to  infer  that  he  thought  otherwife,  anc^  that  the  only  de- 
fence that  could  anfwer  any  e(Fe£lual  purpofe  would  be  to  put 
a  ftop  at  once  to  all  future  enquiry. 

Lord  Chancellor  faid,  though  he  had  not  fo  much  vivacity  Lord  Om- 
or  perfeverance,  nor  could  ftand  fo  long,  or  rife  fo  often,  as  the  f*^* 
noble  Duke,  that  he.  would  always  endeavour  to  fupport  his 
own  opinions,  without  a  reference  to  thofe  of  any  other  indivi* 
dual.    Other  noble  Lords  might  think  for  themfelves,  fo 
would  he  for  himfelf. 

Duke  of  Richmond  retorted,  that,  with  whatever  perfeverance  Dokeof 
or  fpirithe  enforced  his  arguments,  he  believed  the  noble  Lord  ^bmui* 
was  in  the  habit  of  long-ftanding  and  l6ng-/peaking  as  much 
as  any  noble  Lord  prefent.    He  had  himfelf,  indeed,  for  fome 
time paft, acquired  habits  of  long  ftanding  and  fpeaking,  which 
he  would  continue  to  pradifc  whenever  it  became  neceflary. 

Duke  of  Manchefter  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  no-  Duke  of 
ble  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  who,  he  perceived,  took  every  op*  Mmtbilkn 
portunity  of  treating  any  propofition  he  took  the  liberty  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  Lordfhips,  with  a  certain  air  of  contempt,  as  un^ 
worthy  of  their  Lordmi  ps'  notice.  But  he  begged  leave  to  aflure 
that  noble  Lord,  that  no  confidence  that  might  be  aflumed  in 
that  Houfe,  nor  no  quibbles,  or  legal  dinindions,  which 
might  be  raifed  in  order  to  confound,  puzzle,  and  diftrad, 
and  throw  over  the  whole  a  deiigned  obfcurity,  (hould  eirer 
deter  him  from  a  faithful  performance  of«his  duty. 

After  fome  farther  altercation,  of  no  confequence,  thequef- 
tion  was  put  on  the  Duke  of  Manchefter's  motion,  and  loft 
by  a  majority  of  40  to  28. 

March  31. 

On  the  report  of  the  fewer's  bill,  a  (hort  debate  :  the  bill 
deferred  for'fix  months,  upon  a  divifion,  fourteen  to  eight. 

Duke  of  Richmond  then  rofe,  and  entered  very  much  into  Duke  of 
he  detail  of  his  intended  motion.    His  Grace  faid^  that  n  v  k<v^mmA 
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thing  but  theneceffity  arifiog  from  the  expeded  idjournxnent, 
and  the  intended  court-martial,  which  would  take  place  be- 
fore Parliament  again  met,  fhould  have  induced  him  to  make 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  fubmit  to  their  Lordlhips.     Par- 
liament would  rife  in  a  day  or  two,  the  court-mart  la),  as  he 
underftood,  would  commence  in  a  few  days  ;  fo  that,   if  he 
Ihould  let  flip  the  prefent  opportunity,  he  muft  forego  every 
other,  of  bringing  the  queftion   into  difcuffion.     That,  he 
trufted,  would  be  a  fufficient  apology  for  his  agitating  the 
prefent  queftion  in  the  abfence  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty,  whom  it  might  he  fuppofed  to  particularly  aiFed.     He 
thought  it  incumbent  to  attend  fomewhat  to  this  circumftance, 
on  account  of  the  diftrefsful  circumftances  his  Lordihip't  fa* 
mily  was  involved  in  [prefumed  to  advert  to  the  recent  death 
of  his  daughter-in-law,  the  late  Lady  Hinchinbroke,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Duke  of  Bolton]  were  it  poffible  to  be  ai^oided. 
The  bufinefs  of  the  day,  however,  would  not,  be  faid,  ad- 
mit of  delay  ;  it  was  too  preffing,  and  of  too  much  impor- 
tance, and  the  more  fo,  as  the  point  he  was  going  to  fpeak 
to,  exhibited  at  once  the  moft  glaring  pariality,  and  the  grof- 
ftft  mjufticc. 

The  matter  to  which  he  adverted  was  the  impending  trial 
of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  which,  in  refped  of  form,  fubftance, 
and  mode  of  proceeding,  he  contended  was  highly  cenfurable. 
The  only  proper  accufer  of  the  vice  of  the  Wuc  was  the  ad- 
miral under  whom  he  ferved  -,  but  Mr.  Keppel  had  declined 
tt>  be  the  vice  admiral's  accufer  :  he  was  fure  he  declined  to 
aA  in  that  capacity ;  he  had  forgiven  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer;  nor 
did  he  mean,  by  any  thing  he  could  learn,  that  the  admiral 
had  the  leaft  intention  of  taking  any  part  but  what,  as  a  wit- 
nefs,  he  mi^ht  be  compelled  to,  as  an  aifl  of  duty.     The  ad- 
miral had  already  faid  fo,  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  nor  would 
atny  motive,  he  believed,  now  (hake  his  purpofe.     He  had  hi- 
therto fcrupuloufly  kept  his  word,  nor  had  he  ever  mentioned 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  name,  either  publicly  or  privately^  unlefs 
when  prelled  to  it  as  a  member  of  another  alTembly.    He 
could  not,  therefore,  conceive  any  legal  ground  there  was  for 
bringing  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  a  court-martial,  unlefs  there 
Was  lome  perfon  who  ftood  forth  as  a  fpecific  accufer.  All  trials^ 
according  to  the  ufual  mode  of  proceeding,  ought  to  be  pre* 
ceded  by  a  fpecific  accufation.     Every  ide»  of  accufation  bad 
been  formally  abandoned,  or  rather  every  intention  of  it  uni- 
formly difclaimed,  by  the  admiral.     Then,  why  proceed  la 
bring  the  vice  admiral  to  acoart-martlal  ?  Surely  it  could  noc 
be  ac  the  defire  of  the  unhappy  man  who  was  to  be  the  objed 
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of  it ;  for,  though  he  run  fomc  rifquc  of  ccnfure  or  punifh*- 
mcn^  he  could  fee  no  benefit  he  could  derive  from  an  ac- 
quittal. He  might,  and  would,  he  prefumed,  «fcape  punifh- 
ment  ;  but  no  court  could  ever  wipe  off  the  ftigma,  or  the 
opinion  conceived  by  his  brother  officers,  who,  on  the  formei* 
trial,  declared  him  the  author  of  an  ill-founded,  falfe,  and 
malicious  proiecution. 

Hi«  Grace  then  read  extrafts  from  Icveral  office-papers,  as 
part  of  his  fpeech,  of  the  correfpondence  between  Sir  Hug}i 
Palliler,  Mr.  Stephens,  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  and  Mr. 
Jackibn,  the  judge-advocate.  His  Grace,  as  he  went  along, 
made  feveral  obfervations  on  thofe  refpeftive  documents.  On 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  firft  letter,  demanding  an  enquiry  into 
his  condufi,  the  admiralty^board  informed  him  that  they 
meant  to  inftitute  an  enquiry  ;  but,  in  their  next  letter,  in- 
formed him  that  they  had  ordered  a  court-martial.  This, 
he  faid,  was  a  very  fudden  alteration  of  opinion ;  the  board 
might  have  had  their  own  reafons ;  and  he  imagined,  without 
doing  any  great  violence  to  probability,  it  might  be  thought 
that  a  mere  inquiry  might  lead  to  a  folemn  trial,  and  that 
what  perhaps  was  intended  for  the  vice-admiral's,  benefit 
might  draw  after  it  very  ferious  confequcnccs.  He  ob- 
fcrvcd,  that  the  lift  of  the  witneflcs  to  be  fummoned  to  give 
evidence  at  the  trial  had  not  been  delivered  in,  according  to 
^  the  Older  of  the  Houfe ;  on  which  account  he  had  given  no- 
tice to  the  judge-advocate  to  attend  at  the  bar,  in  order  to 
explain  the  reuoos  why  the  order  could  not  be  complied  with. 

After  fome  comments,  tending  to  fhew  the  partiality  with 
which  every  ftep  in  this  bufinefs  had  been  conduced,  he  drew 
feveral  conclufions,  in  order  to  point  out  the  very  fufpicious 
complexion  thatoverfpread  the  whole  tranfaftion,  and  which, 
he  faid,  eftablifhed,  what  few  doubted  of,  a  pre-concerted  de- 
fign,  followed  up  dirough  every  fucccffive  flage,  to  difrobe 
Admiral  Keppel  of  his  profeffional  reputation  and  his  honour. 
It  was  cbieny  on  this  ground  he  took  the  matter  up,  and,  by- 
tailing  forth  the  ioterpofition  of  that  Houfe,  and  a  timely 
exertion  of  its  authority,  he  wiflied  to  check  the  condu A  of 
the  admiralty-board,  in  the  exercife  of  a  power,  which  was 
veiled  in  it,  not  for  the  perverfion,  but  the  indifferent  diflri- 
button^  of  jnftice. 

The  trial,  he  was  afraid,  was  fo  ordered,  and  the  means  of 
obtaining  truth  fo  involved  in  ambiguity  and  confufion,  that 
'jufticc  could  neither  be  done  to  Sir  Hugh  Palliftr  nor  the 
public*    It  was  framed  in  a  fpirit  of  coUufion  and  fecret  in- 
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demnity,  fo  as  to  render  it  no  better  than  a  mock  trial.  The 
preparatory  nicafurcs  for  calling  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  to  an  ac- 
count cpnnrmed  him  in  this  opinion  the  more  he  turned  his 
tlioiights  to  the  fubjed.  How  was  it  poflible  to  try  that  gen- 
tleman, without  a  fpecific  charge  ?  How  was  it  poilible  for 
that  gentlentian,  without  fuch  a  fpecific  charge,  to  know  how 
to  ftiape  his  defence  ?  Where  was  the  iffue  ?  What  was  the 
affirmative  upon  which  iffue  could  be  taken  ? — ^The  charge 
underftood  without  doors  was  a  chaise  of  difobedience.  Was 
not  that. imputation  frequently  fpoke  to  by  leveral  witneffes 
on  the  firft  trial  ?  Why  not  then  bring  a  fpecific  charge  of 
difobedience^  and  give  the  vice-admiral  a  fair  opportunity  of 
proving  his  innocence  ?  Or,  fhould  he  fail  in  that,  of  being 
liable  to  be-  cenfured  or  punifhed,  according  to  the  circum- 
Jtaoces  of  the  cafe,-  in  proportion  as  they  muft  appear  more  or 
lefs  deferving  of  them  ? 

His  Grace  then  went  on  to  corftraft  the  conduA  of  the  ad- 
miralty-board towards  Mr.  Keppel,  which,  in  all  the  fuccef- 
five  appearances  it  prefented  to  the  public,  bore,  he  faid,  the 
flrongeft  marks  of  prejudice  and  perfecution.  It  was  not 
only  malicious,  but  it  was  illegal ;  he  meant  the  refufal  of 
tKe  admiralty-board  to  exercife  the  powers  vefted  in  it  for 
the  public  good,  the  difcretionary  power  of  difmiffing  totally, 
or  of  fuf|>ending,  complaints,  when  thofe  complaints  origi- 
hated  apparently  in  refentment  and  a  fpirit  of  recrimination. 
This  was  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty  had  repeatedly  lamented,  in  that  Houfe, 
and  the  fame  fentiments  had  been  as  often  expreffed  by  the 
minifter  and  his  friends,  in  another  affembly,  that  fending 
Mr.  Keppel  to  a  cwrt-martial  became  unavoidable,  becaufe 
the  board  was  neccifarily  bound,  however  improbable  or  ab- 
furd  the  charge  might  be,  to  inftantly  entertam  it,  and  order 
the  proper  proceedings  thereupon  ;  yet,  upon  a  motion  n>adc 
^  by  a  very  rcfpeftable  perfon  and  able  lawyer  [Mr.  Dunning] 

in  another  affembly,  this  floArine  was  given  up  by  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  its  intended  objed,  that  of  a.cen- 
fare  of  the  admiralty-boatt],  ^ot  rid  of  by  the  previous  quef- 
tion,  on  the  ground  that  the  difcretionary  power  legally  exi- 
fled,  and  confequently  did  not  call  for  the  additional  fan&ion 
qf  a  vo/e  of  that  Houie,  to  ftamp  an  autliority  upon  what 
every  branch  of  tl^^e  legillature  had  already  declared  to  be 
'  Jaw. 

His  Grace  faid  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  get  every  in- 
formation on  the  fubje£t  which  books  were  able  to  afford  him, 
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and,  in  the  whole  coarie  of  his  refearches,  found  no  prece« 
dent  come  up  to  what  was  now  apparently  intended,  refpefk-i 
ing  tbe  trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer ;  he  meant  the  bringing  that 
gentleman  to  his  trial,  on  a  charge  to  be  coUeded  from  the 
minutes  of  a  former  trial.  He  examined  the  journals  of  the 
Hoafe  in  the  year  1744,  refpe£king  the  proceedings  againft 
Mathews  and  Leftock,  when  thofe  admirals  were  watching 
the  motions  of  the  Spanilh  fleet,  then  blocked  up  in  Toulon. 
On  that  occafion,   as  there  were  co:nplaints  ^n  each  fide,  , 

the  admiral  charging  his  vice-admiral  with  difobedience  of 
orders,  in  not  clofing  the  line  while  the  center  and  rear  divi- 
fions  were  engaged  with  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain ;  and  the  vice-admiral,  in  like  manner,  criminating 
his  commander  in  chief,  for  not  giving  direftions  for  hoifting 
the  proper  fignals,  which  would  have  enabled  him,  the  vice- 
admiral,  to  come  into  the  aftion.  Here,  though  the  admiral 
made  the  charge,  which  was  retorted  by  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand, no  partial  trial  was  ordered.  On  the  contrary,  an  en« 
quiry  was  inftituted,  the  refult  of  which  was,  that  each  par- 
ty was  fent  to  a  court-martial. 

His  Grace  next  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  Admiral  Byng, 
md  read,  as*partof  his  fpeech,  the  warrant  from  the  board  , 
>f  admiralty,  in  1756,  dircfted  to  the  deputy-marfhal;  or- 
iering  him  to  take  into  his  cuftody  the  body  of  Mr.  Byng 
'ill  his  trial,  upon  a  charge  of  a  breach  of  inftrudions,  and 
For  not  having  done  his  utmoft  to  fink,  burn  and  defirov  the 
[hips  of  the  enemy,  (hould  be  had.  Here  was  a  fpecinc  ac- 
mfatioQ  containing  two  articles*  The  firll  a  breach  of  in- 
ftrudions,  pointed  to  his  not  debarking  the  troops  on  the 
iland  of  Minorca  agreeable  to  thofe  inftruAions  ;  the  other, 
-efpedingthe  adual  engagement,  which  charged  him  with  a 
)reach  of  duty,  the  not  having  done  all  in  his  power  to  fink, 
>um  and  deftroy,  &<^.  From  whence  his  Grace  drew  the  moll 
incontrovertible  pi:oofs,  in  his  opinion,  that  bringing  an  officer 
o  trial  without  fome  previous  charge,  was  no  lefs  unprece- 
lented  than  unjuft  ;  no  lefs  novel  in  its  exercife  than  every 
?ay  fiifpicious  in  its  tendency  and  complexion. 

He  obferved,  that  the  times  were  critical ;  that  our  navy 
ras  our  principal  dependence,  fo  far  as  the  profperity  of  the 
empire  lefted  on  the  prefervation  of  its  diftant  dependencies. 
roprefcrve  them  we  muft  aflert  the  empire  of  the  fea,  or  we 
nun:  cxftSt  to  be  ftripped  of  them  gradually,  perhaps  in  a 
apid  fucceffion.  It  therefore  behoved  us  to  remove  all  fuf- 
acion  as  to  the  temper  and  diQK>fition  of  thofe  who  fat  at 
he  admiralty-board,  and  take  care  to  improve  and  fecure  as  . 
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much  as  poflible  a  proper  confidence  between  that  board  ltd 
the  ofliccrs  who  were  to  a£l  under  lU  Such  a  confidence  wa 
the  life  of  military  enterprize,  and  was  generally  prodofiir; 
of  focceft ;  whereas,  a  want  of  it  generally  tenninaiod  io 
national  ruin  and  perfonal  difgrace  :  it  behoved  their  Lord- 
Aips  tooy  to  enquire  whether  the  conduft  of  that  board  af- 
forded any  jufl  ground  which  might  give  reafbn  to  fear  dat 
fo  necefiary  a  means  of  fuccefs  were  wanting.  As  thegcv 
dians  of  the  people  and  the  great  conftitutional  adviicn  of 
their  Sovereign,  they  were  bound,  both  by  duty  and  inteiti 
to  interpofe  in  every  matter  of  real  importance  relative  totlx 
prefervation  and  fafety  of  their  country.  Tbefe  were  tk 
motives  which  induced  him  to  trouble  their  Lordfhips  (» the 
preient  occaiion,  and  he  made  no  doubt  hot  they  wocid 
make  the  proper  impreffion  upon  every  noble  Lord  prelbt. 
In  that  perfuafion,  he  had  ordered  Mr.  Jackfbn,  the  jul^- 
advocatc  or  crown  profecutor,  to  attend,  and,  if  it  wattliQC 
Lordihips'  pleafure,  he  would  deiire  that  Mr.  Jackfon  be 
called  to  the  bar. 
Mr.  jMh^  Mr.  Jack/on,  the  judge- advocate,  was  then  called  to  de 
^  ban 

Q.  Afked  why  he  had  not  delivered  in  a  lift,  according  to 
order,  of  tlie  witnefTes  fummoned  on  the  trial,  with  thelifiaixi 
inclofure  which  accompanied  it  } 

A.  The  fame  papers  had  been  delivered  upon  motion  to  t!s 
Houfe  of  Commons  without  the  lift.  He  did  not  withhold  it 
from  any  private  reafon,  nor  was  he  inftruAed  to  withhoU 
it :  he  had  brought  it  in  his  pocket  left  it  might  be  called  for, 
and  then  held  it  in  his  hand. 

\_Li/f  of  witnejfes  delivered  in  and  read  hy  the  Qeri 

Q^  Had  the  vvitnefs  any  other  reafon  for  withholding  it  J 

A.  Yes;  a  point  of  delicacy. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? 

A.  He  did  not  think  it  proper  to  publifb  the  names  of  tk 
witneiles  before  the  trial;  he  had  a£led  in  the  fame  maoner 
in  regard  to  ^Admiral  Keppel,  for  when  Sir  Hu^  PaUifer 
upon  that  occafion  called  on  him  for  a  lift  of  the  witncfies 
which  Mf.  Keepel  meant  to  call  to  his  defence,  he  dedincJ 
It  from  motives  of  delicacy ;  the  confequence  of  which  wai, 
a  mutual  interchange  of  lifts  between  the  admiral  and  vice* 
admiral. 

Q.  Why  in  the  lift,  does  the  name  of  the  honourable 
Lieutenant  Lumley  not  appear  ? 

A.  Hit 
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A.  His  pbn  was  to  fummon  fuch  witneiTes  only  whofe  tef- 
timony  proved  ftrongeft  and  moft  fpecific* 

Q.  If  Mr,  Lumley  had  not  depofed,  that  the  Formidable 
did  not  carry  her  lights  in  the  night  between  the  27tk  and 
28tK  of  July  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  one  of  the  witnelles 
fummonedy  depofed  more  particularly  and  with  greater  cer- 
tainty and  precifion  to  that  faft. 

Q.  If  the  witncfs  did  not  think  that  the  evidence  of  a^ 
witnefs  who  deppfed  ftrongly  to  a  faft,  might  be  corroborated 
by  circnmftances  which  fell  fhort  of  thofc  related  by  the 
principal  witnefs  ? 

A.  Certainly ;  but  the  faft  was  already  fufficicntly  afcer* 
tained,  for  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  acknowledged,  that  the 
Formidable  carried  no  lights  in  the  night  between  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July. 

Q.  If  the  fpccification  of  the  time,  ftated  in  the  letter 
from  the  admiralty-board  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  which  in- 
forms him  of  his  intended  trial  for  his  conduft,  in  the  words 
"  when  the  fleets  of  Great-Britain  and  France  were  en- 
gaged on  the  27th  of  July,"  could  be  extended,  by  mere  in- 
ference, beyond  the  literal  and  obvious  conftruftion  of  the 
words  } 

A.  There  was  no  order  came  through  his  hands  but 
the  order  of  fummons  for  the  attendance  of  the  witnefles* 
The  fnmmons  had  no  particular  reference  to  the  vice- admi- 
ral's conduft  during  any  defined  period  of  that  day  ;  but  were 
he  to  give  an  opinion  himfelf,  he  was  inclined  to  believe, 
that  the  enquiry  would  extend  indifcriminately  to  all  the 
tranfaftions  of  that  day. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  underftanding  or  idea  of  a  naval 
day,  according  to  the  technical  language  ufed  by  feamen  ? 

A.  He  prefumed  from  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  till 
twelve  the  next  evening. 

Q.  If  the  feaman*s  day  fhould  be  deemed  to  commence  at 
fun-rife  and  terminate  at  fun-fct,  could  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's 
negleft,  in  not  ordering  lights  to  be  put  up  aboard  the  For- 
midable, be  properly  enquired  into  ? 

A.  He  did  not  know  that  the  enquiry  was  to  be  confined 
to  die  27th  of  July,  or  that  a  day  at  fea  was  diflEercntly  com- 
puted from  what  it  is  at  land  ;  but,  according  to  his  ideas^ 
evidence  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  whole  of  the  aftion,  and 
fubfequcnt  circumftances  taken  together,  both  before  and  af- 
ter 
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ter  fun-fet ;  and  of  courfe,  from  the  27  th  at  night,  till  the 
.  a8th  in  the  morning. 

Q.  If  omitting  to  put  out  lights  was  not  a  very  great  nc- 
glea? 

A.  He  prefumed  it  might  t  that,  however,  would  depend 
upon  circumftances.  Not  knowing  any  circumftance  which 
could  enable  him  to  give  an  opinion,  he  muft  decline  giving 
any  further  anfwer  to  that  (^ueftion. 

Q.  Whether  he  had  received  any  orders  from  the  admiral- 
ty-board as  to  the  mode  of  conducing  the  trial  ? 

A.  None  but  the  general  order  to  colled  the  evidence 
from  the  minutes  taken  on  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel. 

Q.  Had  he  coiifulted  or  advifed  with  the  admiralty -board 
on  the  fubje£t  ? 

A.  Never  had  a  fy  liable  of  converfation  with  the  board, 
or  any  of  the  members  who  compofe  it,  on  the  fubjeft. 

Q.  Did  he  look  upon  himfelf  as  the  accufer  on  the  part  of 
the  crown  ? 

A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Had  he  formed,  or  had  he  dire£Uoa  to  draw  up,  or 
frame,  any  fpecific  charge  ? 

A.  He  had  not. 

Q,  Who  then  was  to  draw  up  the  charge  and  fupport  it  on 
the  trial  ? 

A.  He  prefumed,  the  court,  from  his  fclcftion  of  the  mi- 
nutesj  would  frame  a  charge,  and  fupport  it  froni  materials 
thus  collected,  by  calling  evidence  to  the  particular  fa£ts, 

Q,  What  fituaiion  would  Mr.  Jackfon  (land  in,  in  the 
court  ? 

A.  As  an  indifferent  perfon,  under  the  direAion  of  the 
court ;  not  as  an  accufer  or  defender  of  either  party. 

Qj,  Did  the  witnefs  recolleft  any  inftance,  in  which  the 
judge-advocate  ftood  in  the  fituation  thus  defcribcd,  or  of  a 
perlon  being  brought  to  trial,  in  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  frame  the  charge  and  to  fupport  it  ? 

A.  He  did  not  know,  whether  a  charge  might  not  be  fram- 
ed previous  to  the  opening  of  the  court.  He  had  received  no 
diredions  to  draw  up  any  charge. 

Q.  Did  the  witnefs  know  any  inftance,  where  the  minutes 
taken  upon  one  trial,  was  the  ground,  and  only  ground,  of 
accufation  on  another  trial  ?    . 

A.  He  did  one  ;  but  he  could  not  truft  fo  far  to  his  me- 
mory as  to  fay,  that  he  was  able  to  ftate  it  correftly.     [De- 
^nd  to  proceed,']    It  was  in  the  year  1771,  when  the  late 
I  *'  '  Commodore 
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;:?oixunodore  Spry  commaiidcd  at  Plymooth.  Mr,  Spry  rt- 
reived  an  anonymoQs  letter,  ftating,  that  a  lieutenant  aboanl 
lis  fhip,  of  under  his  command,  had  purloined  and  embez- 
led  the  naval  ftores ;  which  letter  he  ient  to  the  admiralty* 
loard^  A  trial  was  immediately  ordered ;  and  the  faft  be- 
ng  proved,  the  lieutenant  was  conviAed  and  cafhired.  «  In* 
:he  couric  of  the  trial  it  came  out,  that  it  was  not  ftores 
iboard  the  (hip  thp  lieutenant  ferved,  that  were  embezzled, 
)ut  that  he  had  received  them  from  a  boatiwain  aboard  ano- 
ther fhip.  The  boatfwain  was  then  ordered  to  take  his  trial, 
3n  the  piinutes  which  appeared  on  that  of  the  lieutenant ; 
ind  the  fa£ts  being  proved,  he  was  likewife  found  guilty  of 
the  chame. 

Q.  Was  there  no  accufation  fpecified,  fuch  as  that  one  re- 
ceived, and  the  other  purloined  ? 

A,  Hif  could  not  tell,  not  having  attended  the  trial. 

Q.  Who  aAed  as  judge-adVocate  on  the  occaiion  ? 

A,  Could  not  exadly  fay,  but  believed  it  was  Mr«  Spry*s 
(ecretary* 

Q.  Were  there  not  many  more  witnefles  than  the  names 
contained  in  the  lift,  who  had  given  evidence  refpefting  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  on  the  ajxh  of  July  ) 

A,  There  were,  but  for  the  reafon  before  afligned  he  did 
not  think  it  neceflary  to  furamon  them ;  he  feleAed  thofe  on- 
ly whofe  teftimony  wasftrongeft  and  moft  pointed* 

Q.  Might  not  feveral  witneiTes  who  depofed  only  to  other 
clrcuinftances,  know  a  great  deal  relative  to  the  conduA  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  why  were  not  they  fammoned  ? 

A.  Certainly  many  witnefles  might  know,  but  his  duty 
WIS  only  to  obey  the  order  of  coUeding  evidence  from  the 
minutes ;  he  could  not  therefore  iiTue  fumroonfes  for  the  at- 
tendance of  perfons  who  did  not,  by  any .  thing  he  could 
learn,  af^ar  to  know  any  thing  particularly  relative  to  the 
behaviour  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

Q;  Did  not  the  witnefs  believe,  that  thofe  officers  who 
were,  dijring  the  a  A  ion  and  the  whole  afternoon,  neareft  the 
Formidable,  were  the  beft  enabled  to  give  teftimony  reladvo 
to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  conduA  ? 

A.  He  thought  fo,  and  he  begged  their  Lordfhips  would 
underftand,  that  the  perfons  who  were  to  give  evidence  were 
oot  merely  confined  to  the  names  contained  in  the  lift ;  le- 
vend  more  mi^tbe  added  between  this  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  tnal ;  even  pending  the  trial  the  court  would  be 

at  liberty  to  call  any  witliefles  they  thought  prwer.    For  hit 
Vol.  XII.  F  /        ^  '^   ^  p^rt. 
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part,  he>vas  of  opinion,  that  Admiral  Keppel  ought  to  Ix 
iumiBoned  to  give  evidence ;  nor  did  he  yet  know  but  tbas 
the  admiral  and  fevcral  other  officers  would  be  called  upon  to 
attend  the  enquiry. 

Q.  What  was  the  reafon  other  perfons-were  not  fummoixd 
to  give  evidence  relative  to  the  nieflage  delivered  by  Captaia 
Wmdfor? 

A.  Said,  that  Captain  Windlbc  wa|  fuminoned  ;  that  be 

£ve  perfonal  notice  to  Lieutenant  Bertie  that  he  wooM  be 
mmoned ;  and  that,  as  to  the  midlhipman  examined  on  ik 
former  trial,  he  was  excufed  on  account  of  his  )Outh. 

Q.  Why  were  not  others  fuminoned  ?  ! 

A.  He  believed  that  thofe  mentioned  were  fufficient ;  tbat 
he  did  not  think  it  tieceiTary  to  fummonthe  whole  crew  of 
the  Fox ;  but  that  the  point  would  lie  between  tfaofc  who 
heard  the  meiTage  delivered  on  one  ^de,  and  thofe  irbo  heard 
the  anfwer  returned  on  the  other. 

Qj^  What  was  the  jut  of  the  enquiry,  in  his  opiDioa  ? 

A.  Mod  certainly,  an  imputed  difobedieqce  of  orders,  ii 
Sir  tlugh  Pallifer's  not  coming  into  the  adoiiral's  vab^ 
when  called  upon  to  do  fo  by  iignals  apd  meflage. 

The  examination  lafted  nearly  two  hours.  The  above  werie 
the  n'.oft  material  and  leading  queftions  put ;  and  at  fix 
o-clock  jhe  witnefs  was  defined  to  withdraw. 

The  Lords  who  interrogated  Mr.  Jackibn  principally  wcit 
the  Dukes  of  Richmond,  Manchcftcr  and  Grafton,  aiad  the 
Lord$  Cainde^,  Effingham,  Fortcfcue  and  Ferrers. 

As  foon  as  the  witnefs  withdrew,  the  Duke  of  Ricbmad 
refumcd  his  fpeech,  and  reprobated,  in  very  ftroog  tcnns,  tk 
idea  of  bringing  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  a  trial.  He  repeated 
his  former  argument,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  do  jdBce  to 
that  gentleman,  or  juftice  to  the  public,  agreeably  to  thcpit- 
ftnt  pl^n  qf  proceeding,  and  declared  it  looked  as  if  the  trial 
was  intended  to  be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  a  mock  trial.  His 
Grace  faid,  he  was  the  rather  inclined  to  adopt  the  latter 
opinion,  bepaufe  he  really  confidpred  the  admiraltyrboard  to 
be  the  inftigators  of  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppe;!,  and  when 
he  fummed  jup  the  account  of  the  two  proceedings,  tiat 
againft  Mr.  Keppel  and  that  againft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  he 
couH  not  bu(  fee  the  ftron^eft  grounds  to  fufpcft  a  coWvion 
in  favour  of  the  latter.  He  declared  moft  folemnly,  that  If 
.  did  not  mean  to  ijrge  any  thing  likely  to  encreafe  the  danger 
of  the  Jaft  mentioned  gentleman  ;  that  his  real  wifhcs  w^^^i 
,  liiat be  fhould not* be  tried  at  all}  that  he  faw  no  ^^'^^' 
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;ood  either  to  him  or  to  the  public,  that  could  refott  from 
lis  being  tried  ;  but  that  if  he  was  to  be  tried,  he  ought  to 
e  tried  fairly,  and  upon  fach  grounds  as  were  likely  to  pro- 
ure  real  and  fubftantial  juftice.  He  wifhed  to  renove  every 
Tound  of  fufpicion,  otherwife  the  public  would  be  led  to  be- 
eve  that  the  impending  trial  was  merely  (et  on  foot  in  order 
o  afford  the  admiralty  new  grounds  for  afperfing  Mr.  Kep- 
«1.  He  confciTed  he  thought  fo  ill  of  the  admiralty,  that 
le  verily  believed,  though  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  been  in- 
ligated  by  them,  to  accufe  Admiral  Keppcl,  and  had  made 
lirafclf  their  inftrurocnt,  if  he  were  found  guilty  upon 
he  impending  trial,  they  would  fuffcr  him  to  be  executed 
^ithoQt  remorfe.  After  pufhing  his  argument  on  this  head 
to  a  confiderable  extent,  the  Duke  faid,  he  had  very  hafiily 
drawn  up  a  motion,  which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  Hoafe,  The  hurry  in  which  he  had  com- 
mitted it  to  paper,  rendered  it  lefs  correft,  and  not  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofe  as  he  could  have  wifhed  ;  but  fuch  as 
it  was,  he  would  offer  it  to  their  Lordihips*  confideration^ 
and  hoped  it  would  be  favourably  received,  as  it  tended  to 
fhew  that  the  Houfe  would  not  fan£tify  a  proceeding  appa- 
rently founded  in  grofs  injuftice.  His  Grace  then  read  hig 
motion,  which  was  as  follows : 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that'  it  would  be 
equally  contrary  to  the  principles  of  juftice,  and  to  every 
purpofe  of  the  intended  profecution,  that  Vice- Admiral  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  fhould  be  tried,  as  from  the  papers  laid  before 
this  Houfe  it  feems  to  be  intended,  without  fome  fpecific 
charge  being  previoufly  exhibited  againft  him/' 

Lord  Lf  Defpenfer  faid,  he  was  a  good  deal  concerned  to  x^^  j^ 
hear  the  noble  Duke  in  the  abfence  of  his  noble  friend,  the  D^fm 
firfl  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  make  a  long  fpeech,  againft  his 
Lordfhip  and  at  the  end  of  it  produce  a  motion,  immedU 
ately  tending  to  criminate  the  noble  Eari.  .   He  mentioned 
the  candour  with  which  the  Duke  of  Manchefter  had  be- 
haved the  preceding  evening,  when  applied  to  by  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  admiralty,  to  know  if  his  mtended  motions  con- 
cerned his  department.    That  noble  Duke  declared  they  did  . 
not,  and  at  the  fame  time  faid,  he  never  would  move  any 
thing  tending  to  attack  the  office  at  which  he  prefided,  but 
in  his  prelence.     The  proceeding  of  this  day  was  the  more 
ttiKandid  and  the  more  ungenerous,  becaufe,  the  noble  £arl 
who  was  afafent  had  yefterday  profefled  himfelf  to  be  excee- 
dingly iAdifpofed^  and  to  be  under  the  ^reateft  diftrefs  of 
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miod.    That  diftrefii  ixraft  neceflarily  be  now  encreafed,  as 
it  was  well  knowh  that  the  noble  Larl's  daughter-in-law, 
Lady  Mary  Hinchinbroke,  had  died   that  morning.     His 
Lordfhip  faid,  were  there  no  objeftion'  to  the  motion  but 
what  he  had  mentioned,  he  Ihould  certainly  vote   againil 
it,   but  he  faw  many   other  objeftions  which  during  the 
noble  Duke's  fpeech  ftruck  him  very  forcibly,  though  his 
memory  did  not  ferve  him  to  recoUeft  them  at  prefent ;  it  was 
needle(s  however,  even  if  he  had  them  at  commaod,  to  urge 
them,  becaufe  he  trufled  the  humanity  of  their  LordAiips 
would  fufficiently  induce  them  to  negative  the  motion  for 
the  reafons  he  had  firft  mentioned. 
Duke  of         The  Duke  of  iffcibfitfff^  declared,  he  felt  himfelf  greatly 
^bmtnd,    hurt  at  the  noble  Lord's  applying  the  words  uncandid  and  un- 
generous to  his  conduft.     He  begged  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
Houfe  to  recoiled  what  he  fstid  in  the  opening  of  his  fpeech, 
and  how  much  he  lamented  being  obliged  to  agitate  a  ^matter 
which  had  reference  to  the  board  of  admiralty  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  firft  Lord.     His  Grace  declared,  he  hoped  it  was 
no  part  of  his  charafier  to  make  aocufations  againft  any  per- 
fon  behind  his  back ;  and  that  he  was  forced  to  aft  as  he  had 
done  that  day,  becaufe  the  trial,  to  which  his  motion  referred, 
was  to  take  place  in  the  holidays.     He  thonght,  he  had 
fully  removed  evi^n  the  moft  remote  fhadow  of  throwing  fuch 
an  uncandid  afperiion  on  him,  ftating  the  ground  of  neceifity 
for  making  the  prefent  motion,  at  the  prefent  time,  to  b; 
becaufe  it  could  in  faA  be  made  at  no  other  ;  nor  did  his 
motion  throw    the  .  leaft    perfonal   cenfure  on   the  noble 
Lord  who  was  abfeat.     It  ftated  the  impropriety  of  the 
mode  adopted'  by  the  board,  in  bringing  the  vice«»admi- 
ral  to  his  trial ;   but  went  no  further.     He  did  not  know 
by  what  title  the  board  laid  claim  to  infallibility.     All  the 
fatal  confcquences  flowing  from  the  firft  trial,  had  fully  pro- 
ved the  contrary.     They  pretended  to  fanftion  the  firft  trial, 
upon  the  grounds  of  ufage  and  the  authority  of  an  aft  of  Par- 
liament, and  afterwards  when  this  laW  doftrinie  came  to  be 
examined,  it  was  clearly  proved,  and  fully  acknowledged  by 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  that  the  doftrine  was  falle 
s^nd  erroneous.    The  board  was  proved  fallible  upon  that  oc- 
caiion  :  had  we  any  aflurance,  at  prefent,  that  they  might 
not  again  be  fallible  ?  He  felt  as  much  as  any  man,  for  the 
private  diftrcfs,  and  family  misfortune  of  the  noble  Earl,  but 
he  fhould  be  extremely  unwilling,  nor  would  ever  confent  to 
facrtfice  the  interefts  of  his  country,  to  a  point  of  mere  ce« 
remony  ;  and  he  would  tell -the  noble  Lord  who  ipoke  laft, 
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hat  he  did  not  think,  all  circumftances  conlidered,  that  it  was 
onfiftcnt  with  the  dignity  of  that  aflcnibly,  to  hear  it  afler- 
:d,  that  the  abfence  of  any  one  member  in  or  out  of  of&ce,  wiat 
fufficient  reafon  for  givmg  a  negative  to  a  motioa,  which 
onld  never  again  be  revived,  to  any  efie^todi  purpofe  of 
prevention* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  replied  to  the  noble  Duke  that  the  Lord  cs^- 
notion  was  highly  improper,  and  to  accede  it,  would.be  to  ^^« 
>rcjudgc,  and  in  fa£t  controul,  the  impending  trial,  and 
:o  ailbme  a  power  which  did  not  belong  to  any  one  branch  of 
:he  legiflature,  much  lefs  to  their  Lordihips.      He  began 
ivith  declaring,  his  firft  object  of  riling,  was  to  defend  aa 
ibfent  man  :  that  he  thought  it  exceedingly  improper  in  the 
noble  Duke  to  aflert,  that  the  admiralty 'board  were  the  infti<» 
gators  of  the  conduct  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr,  refpefting  Ad* 
miral  Keppel,  when  he  had  no  proof  of  the  foundation  of  the 
aiTertion,  and  efpecially  when  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty-board  was  not  prefcnt  to  defend,  himfelf,  and 
reply  to  an  iaiinuation  extremelv  injurious,  and  extremely 
unwarrantable.     He  went  over  tne  ground  of  the  whole  bu« 
fiaefs,  and  inftanced  the  vice-admiral's  expreis  declaration, 
that  he  had  confulted  no  perfon  whatever  relative  to  his  urg- 
ing his  charge  againft  Admiral  Keppel,  inferring  frqm  that^ 
and  from  the  conduft  of  the  admiralty-board,  that  there  was 
not  a  colour  of  fufpicionof  coUufion  on  their  part ;  and  that 
every  argument  and  every  imputation  of  there  having  been 
coUufion  praftifed,  was  impoiBble  to  be  proved,  and  otcoorfe 
extremely  unjuft.     Having  exceedingly  laboured  this  point 
in  his  u&al  ftile  of  legal  metaphor,  he  laid  he  believed  he  might 
call  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  an  unhappy  man,  for  furely  if  that  epi** 
thet  belonged  to  anyperibn,  it  belonged  toa  gentleoianib  total* 
ly  ruined  as  Sir  Hugh  Palliier  was.    He  hoped,  however,  that 
theiflueof  the  impending  trial  would  fliew  that  the  failure 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  adion  of  the  27th  of  Jnly^  was  not 
imputable  to  any  man,  but  arofe  from  one  of  thofe  unavoi- 
dable accidents,  which  militarv  operations  both  on  fea  and 
(hore,  are  ever  fubjeft  to.     Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  to  be  tried 
very  Ihortly  on  a  charge  arifing  mm  what  came  out  upon 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Keppel ;   oueht  not  Sir  Hugh  Palliier  to 
be  fent  to  his  trial  in  the  moft  candid  manner,  unacompa- 
nied  with  any  prejudices,  or  any  opinion  of  his  condudb, 
tending  to  aggravate  what  might  appear  againflhim  )  Would 
any  noble  Lord  fay,   that  it  either  became  their  Lord- 
ihips to  prejudge  him  in  any  Ihape  whatfoever,  or  come  to  a 
1  .  refolation 
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refolction  implying  prejudgment  or  crimination,  or  iodecd  in- 
terfere at  all  with  a  procefs  which  did  not  by  any  means  in  ic 
prefent  ftage  come  under  the  cognizance  of  Parliaoncat  f   A 
witnefs,  if  Mr.  Jackfon  might  be  deemed  a  witneis^  had  been 
<alled  to  their  Lord(hips'  bar,  with  a  view  to  be  exaiiii..€d 
to  a  particular  point.      Had   the  examination  been   ooo- 
fined  to  that  point }  On  the  contrary,  'had  it  not   been  ex- 
tended to  a  moft  minute  and  circumftantial  enquiry   into  a 
great  variety  of  matters  generally  referable  he  allowed  to  ibc 
impending  trial,   but   not   in  the  leaft    analogous    to    the 
matter  reQ>e£ling  which  alone  Mr.  Jackfon  had  been  called  tc 
the  bar  ?  Not  that  he  meant  to  blame  noble  Lords  for  havii^ 
extended  the  examination,.    He  was  perfefily  aware    thai 
&ri£t  regularity  muft  often  give  way  to  expediency,  and  in 
the  prefent  cafe  he  had  not  attempted  to  call  the  Houie  to  or- 
der, or  to  check  the  irregularity,  becaufe  he  had  the  £i« 
tisfa£tion  to  fee  it  tended  to  prove  that  the  judge  advocate, 
in  whofe  hands  a  material  part  of  the  bufinefs  lay,  was  a  moft 
intelligent  and  judicious  gentleman.     He  had  given  his  evi- 
dence (if  he  might  fo  phrafc  it)  diftindly,  clearly,  and  in  a 
manner  which  did  him  great  credit,  while  it  afforded  the 
Houfe  abundant  information  and  abundant  fatisfa£lioa«    Mr. 
Jackfon  had  proved  that  it  was  not  a  new  matter  to  iend  an 
officer  to- his  trial  without  what  the  noble  Duke  in  his  fpeech 
and  in  his  motion  called  a  fpccific  charge,   and  had  explicitly 
declared  that  he  knew  a  cafe  where  the  charge,  upon  which  a 
perfon  accufed  was  tried,   was  colleAed  from  the  minutes  of 
a  court-martial  who  had  fat  upon  the  former  trial.    His  Lord-  | 
/hip  alTerted  that  the  inftances  cited  from  the  journak  of  the  j 
Houfe  of  Commons,  inflead  of  fupporting  the  noble  Duke's  | 
argument,  made  againft  it;   particularly  that  of  Admiral 
Byng's  cafe,  which  he  had  therefore  been  much  fuprized  to 
hear  quoted.     He  offered  fcveral  reafbns  to  prove  that  the 
Houfe  had  no  right  to  interpofe  its  autliority,  on  the  prefent 
occaiion,  and  even  \t  it  had,  that  there  was  no  ground  before 
the  Hoi^e  for  excrcifing  that  authority. 

His  Loidfhip  concluded,  with  remarking  in  very  (evere 
terms,  on  an  expreffion  which  fell  from  the  noble  Duke  who 
made  the  motion,  and  who,  with  other  grofs  accuiatioos 
againft  the  admiralty-board,  he  faid,  took!  upon  him  to  afieit, 
that  if  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  Ihould  be  found  guilty,  the  admiral- 
ty-board would  let  him  fulFer  without  reraorfe.  If  the  accufa- 
tion  was  di  reded  at  the  noble  Lord,  at  the  head  of  that  board, 
which  he  had  every  right  to  think  it  was,  he  could  fay  from 
his  own  knowledge,  witjhout  defiring  to  pay  4  compliment  to 
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the  no{?Ie  Lord  that  his  LordChip  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  t^ 
coa4uSt  fo  black,  fo  bafe,  and  fo  diabolical. 

£arl  of  Mansfield  laid,  that  the  pre^nt  motion  was  extceroely  Earl  of 
improper  to  be  adopted  by  their  Lordfhips,  He  grounded  ^^M^ 
hisai^umentoa  two  poiqts  ;  the  one  was,  that  the  motion 
itfelf  wanted  foundation  ;  the  other,  that  if  it  were  founded 
it  would  not  be  confonai)t  with  the  forms  of  that  Houfe  to  in- 
terpofe  its  authority  in  regard  tp  the  impending  trial,  With 
refpeA  to  the  firft,  the  charge  ^gainft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was 
pot  lels  fpecific  than  the  charge  againft  Admiral  Keppel,  or 
the  chare  againft  Admiral  Byng.  The  martial  law  differed 
moft  cilcntially  froo)  the  common  law  ;  by  the  latter  a  fpeci- 
fic charge  was  made  out  in  the  form  of  an  indifiment,  and 
the  party  accufed  was  tried  upon  a  fpecific  allegation  of  cri- 
minality. Courts  martial,  on  the  contrary,  left  off  where 
the  common  law  courts  commenced  their  criminal  proceiTes. 
It  was  the  duty  and  the  praAipe  of  the  courts  martial  to  be 
ordered  to  enquire  and  try.  They  in  confcquence  firft  went 
into  an  enquiry,  the  reiultof  which  enquiry  formed  the  cri^ 
minal  charge,  if  any  thing  criminal  came  out,  and  upon 
that  charge  the  court  tried  the  party  fo  criminated,  and  paf- 
fed  fentence  accordingly.  In  Admiral  Byng*s  cafe  this  mat- 
ter was  moft  clearly  exemplified.  The  court-martial  were 
ordered  to  enquire  mto  the  admiral's  condu^t^  and  try  hini 
upon  it*  There  was  no  fpecific  charge  before  them.  They 
began  their  enquiry  with  taking  evidence  of  his  conduct  at 
St.  Helenas  ;  his  conduftinhis  pailage  tothe  Straits  ;  his  re* 
torn  to  Gibraltar,  and  every  circumftance  relative  to  the  whole 
of  his  operations,  till  he  was  fuperfeded  in  his  command* 
The  court  caipe  to  a  great  variety  of  refolutions,  fome  not 
in  the  leaft  criminal,  others  which  went  fo  far  as  to  affeft 
his  life.  Upon  their  very  laft  rcfolution,  the  laft  of  thirty- 
fix,  they  founded  their  charge,  and  their  fentence.  The  mat- 
ter of  law  was  referred^to  the  twelve  judges^  who  declared  the 
whole  proceeding  to  be  perfe£tly  legal. 

He  faid,  he  had  read  the  charge  preferred  againft  Admiral 
Keppel,  and  that  when  it  was  firft  laid  on  the  table,  he  fpoke 
only  from  ofere  recollcAion,  but  if  he  underftood  itright,  there 
was  no  criminal  charge  contained  in  any  one  of  the  five  arti- 
cles; the  only  one  which  bore  any  appearance  of  fpecification 
was  worded  fo  loofely,  and  drawn  upfo  inaccurately,  that  the 
legal  import,  in  point  of  effeA,  or  as  operating  towards  con- 
viftion,  was  entirely  loft.  He  alluded  to  the  admiral  not 
doing  tb€  utmofty  inftead  of  hii  utmoft^  to  take,  fink,  burn, 
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and  deftroy,  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  ;  which,  in  faft,  amounted 
to  juft  nothing.  No  man  ever  did,  or  ever  will  do  the  m- 
moft  :  Julius  Caefar,  Alexander  the  Great,  or  Prince  Fcr- 
dinand,  never  had  done  the  utmoft  ;  nay,  it  was  impoffible 
for  any  commander  to  do  the  utmoft. 
Etrl  of  Earl  of  Brifloi  faid,  he  did  not  wifh  to  enter  fully  into  a 
Bnji»i.  debate  which  might  lead  him  to  the  difcuffion  of  matters  that 
were  intended  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  a  future  day.  He  perfcft- 
ly  coincided  iwith  the  noble  Duke,  refpefling  his  femiments 
of  the  admiralty-board.  |t  was  not  appearances,  but  fafis, 
undeniable  fa£ts,  that  induced  him  to  adopt  thefe  fentiments, 
which  he  was  perfuaded  he  ihould  die  in;  The  whole  tranf- 
aftion  prefeqted  the  fame  countenance,  in  each  of  its  refpec- 
tivefbges.  The  want  of  confidence  which  Admiral  Keppcl 
experienced  from  the  beginning,  was  exemplified  in  iirft  fend- 
ing him  out  with  twenty  (hips  agaVnft  thirty,  in  order  to 
difgrace  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  as  his  return  into  port 
was  forefeen  by  thole  who  fcnt  him.  The  cool  manner  h? 
was  received  on  *his  arrival ;  the  much  cooler  manner  in 
which  he  was  received  on  his  fecond  return,  after  the  adion 
of  the  27th  ;  the  fending  private  thanks  to  the  blue  divifion, 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  officers  by  the  vice-admiral  ;  and,  fi^ 
nally,  the  receiving  the  charge  of  an  inferior  officer  againft  his 
fuperior,  though  the  latter  was  known  to  have  accufed  the  in- 
ferior, in  Parliament,  of  a  difobedience  of  orders,  to  his  face, 
If,  however,  any  doubt  remained  refpefting  the  real  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  suimiralty- board,  there  were  fumcient  indications 
given  by  that  board,  after  the  admiral  had  been  moft  honou- 
rably acquitted  ;  the  omitting  that  part  of  the  fentcnce  of  ac- 
quittal which  related  to  the  malicious  and  ill-founded  accu- 
fation  brought  againft  him,  and  likewife  fuch  parts  of  it  as 
reflefted  honour  on  the  conduft  of  the  admiral,  put  the 
matter  beyond  queftion. 

The  fame  fpirit  and  the  fame  rancour  marked  the  footfteps 
of  pinifters  throughout  the  whole  of  the  feffion  ;  and  the 
prefent  attempt  to  afperfe  by  inference  the  conduA  of  that 
gallant  and  able  commander,  was  exaftly  correr[>ondent  with 
the  whole  of  their  precedent  conduft  ;  becaufe,  if  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  were  acquitted,  the  conclufion  they  and  their  friends 
would  draw  from  it  would  be,  that  if  any  fauit  wps  committed, 
it  could  not  be  fairly  imputed  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  bloc. 
His  Lordfhip  replied  pretty  fully  to  feveral  of  the  obler- 
vations  which  were  made  by  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft. 
He  denied  that  his  Lordfhip  ftated  the  affair  of  Mr.  Byng  ac- 
curately, 
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curately ;  he  contended  that  Admiral  Byng  was  facrifice^y  In 
order  to  appeafe  the  nation,  who  had  been  artfully  perfuaded^ 
that  whenever  a  Britifh  Admiral  mifcarried  it  was  always  the 
fault  of  the  commander.  His  Lordfhip  infifted  that  officer 
was  tried  on  a  fpecific  accufation,  and  that  the  Britiih  annals 
had  not  furnilhed  a  fingle  precedent  hitherto,  of  any  naval 
officer  having  been  brought  to  his  trial,  without  at  leaft  giv- 
ing him  notice  of  the  matter  alledged  againft  him,  previous 
to  his  appearance  in  court. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  replied  to  the  two  law  lords.  To  Duke  of 
the  aniauidverfions  of  the  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  re*  ^''^""•■W. 
fpe£ting  the  charges  againft  the  admiralty-board,  his  Grace 
affirmed,  that  he  was  fully  warranted  in  what  he  faid,  and  in 
pufhing  every  charge  he  urged  much  farther.  The  learned 
Lord  was  extremely  welcome  to  put  any  conftrudion  on  his 
words  they  would  bear ;  but  he  could  not  help  obferving  on 
the  occafion,  that  the  noble  Lord  now  abient  from  his  place, 
was  not  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  laboured  commentary. 
His  Lordlhip  had  endeavoured  to  (hew,  or  had  rather  af* 
ferted,  that  there  were  no  proofs  before  the  Houfe  that  the 
admiralty -board  had  afted  improperly  ;  and  though  they 
had,  that  that  Houfe  was*  not  the  fit  place  to  difculs  fuch  a 
queftion. 

To.the  firft  he  fhould  only  anfwer,  that  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  unprecedented,  m  the  cafe  now  under  confidera* 
don  ;  and,  fecondly,  that  if  the  admiralty-board  either  im* 
properlv  exercifed  the  power  vefted  in  them,  or  neglefted  their 
duty,  tney  were  criminal,  and  as  fuch,  amenable  to  the  con* 
troul  and  cenfure  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  of  that 
houfe  as  well  as  the  other.  That  Houfe  bad  an  in^uifitorial 
as  well  as  judicial  power ;  nor  were  the  two  jurifdiftions  at 
all  incompatible  :  but  the  queftion  here  was  neither  ifiquifi- 
torial  nor  judicial,  but  merely  a  propofition  made  to  the 
Houfe,  upon  faAs,  which  were  in  proof  at  their  Lordfhips' 
bar.  It  imputed  no  guilt,  nor  threw  the  leaft  cenfure,  di« 
redly  nor  implied,  on  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ;  it  only  went  to 
condemn  a  mode  of  proceeding  no  lefs  contrary  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  rules  of  legal  procefs  in  fuch  cafes,  than  to  equity  and 
jufUce,  for  it  involved  one  of  thefe  two  tlungs  ;  the  oringing 
a  man  to  his  trial,  and  keeping  him  totally  in  the  dark  re* 
fpefting  the  accufation  to  be  preferred  againft  him  ;  or,  on 
die  idea  of  a  real  trial  was  meant,  under  the  mock  fonns  of 
law,  to  let  a  criminal  efcape  with  impunity. 
V0L.XII.  Gg  T**?         • 
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The  learned  Earl  who  fpokc  latelv  afierted,  that  00  fpccific 
charge  had  been  made  aeaiaft  Admiral  Byng.  He  was  afto- 
niffaed  to  hear  his  Lordmip,  who  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  whole  tranfaftion,  alTert  what  he  muft,  if  his  recoUcAion 
had  not  failed  him,  have  known  to  be  the  very  contrary  of 
what  he  had  reprefented  it.  Admiral  Byng,  it  is  true,  was  ge- 
nerally charged  with  mifconduf^,  from  the  minute  he  quitted 
St.  Helen's  till  his  return  to  Gibraltar  from  the  a&ion  with 
M.  Galliffonere  ;  but  why  fo  ? — Becaufe  he  was  fpecifically 
charged  with  a  breach  of  his  inftrudlions.  And  how  could 
the  truth  or  falfhood  of  that  charge  be  afcertained,  without 
going  into  a  general  enquiry  into  the  whole  operations  at 
lea  iince  his  departure  from  St.  Helen's. 

He  was  ordered  to  repair  to  Gibraltar,  and  there  take  a  regi- 
ment on  board,  for  the  reinforcement  or  relief  of  the  fortrefs 
of  Fort  St.  Philip.  He  might  have  never  been  able  to  leave 
the  Channel  ;  it  might  have  come  out  in  proof,  that  he  pur- 
pofely  delayed  his  paiTage  ;  he  might  have  ftaid  at  Gibraltar 
too  long  ;  or,  in  fhort,  in  innumerable  inftances,  he  might, 
through  negligence  or  deii^n,  have  broke  his  orders  ;  which 
fa^s  could  never  be  afcertained  or  decided  upon,  till  his  whole 
condu£t  was  enquired  into,  and  known,  from  his  leaving  the 
land.  The  fa£t  was,  that  part  of  his  inftru£tions  were,  to  de« 
bark  a  force  on  fome  part  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca.  He  did 
not,  or  could  not,  comply  with  thofeinftrudions;  that  failure 
of  duty  formed  one  fpecific  charge  againft  him  :  the  other, 
that  he  did  not  do  the  utmoft  in  his  power  to  engage,  defeat, 
burn,  and  deftroy  the  enemy,  was  not  a  loofe,  general  charge, 
but  a  fpecific  one,  confined  to  a  particular  tranl'adion,  opon  a 
particular  day,  nimely,  the  day  and  aftion  in  which  he  en- 
•  gsgcd  ^hc  French  fleet.  Was  then  the  enquiry,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  learned  Lord,  an  enquiry  to  know  whether  fuch 
an  adion  happened  on  fuch  a  day  i  Or  was  it  a  fpecific  ac- 
cufation,  prefumingthe  premifes,  and  upon  that  presumption, 
or  indeed  fa£t,  for  no  one  denied  that  the  admiral  had  failed 
to  do  the  utmoft  to  burn,  deflroy,  &c.  fo  that  the  learned 
Lord's  diftin£lions  and  dedudions  made  againft  his  argu- 
ments, according  to  every  eftablifhed  rule  of  conclufion  ;  for 
the  charge  of  a  breach  of  inftruftions,  though  general  in  its 
tenor,  was  fpecific  in  its  objed  ;  and  the  other  charge  was  as 
i^jecific  as  it  was  poflible  for  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive, 
the  queftion  being  folely,  whether  Admiral  Byng  had  done 
the  utmoft  to  engage  the  enemy  ;  if  he  had,  he  was  called  up- 
on for  his  proofs  ;  if  he  had  nor,  then  the  afSrmative  rauft 
be  eftablifhed. 

He 
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He  was  aftoniihed  to  hear  the  learned  Lord  dwell  fo  long 
onacinnimftance,  which  if  it  carried  any  weight  with  it,  made 
againft  his  argument  much  more  than  for  it>  which  was  the 
diftindionof /Atf  utmoft  and  his  utmoft.  The  faft  was,  the 
learned  Lord,  by  taking  one  part  of  the  fentcnce,  had  haflily 
or  defignedly  confounded  the  words' ;  they  were  neither  the 
Titnaoft,  nor  his  utmoft,  but  the  utmoft  in  his  power.  Men  of 
much  Icfs  abilities  than  any  of  the  great  names  the  learned 
Lord  had  referred  to,  might  perform  the  utmoft  in  their  po* 
wcr,  though  not  the  utmoft.  He  was  ready  to  agree  with  his 
Lordihip,  that  neither  Caefar  nor  Prince  Ferdinand  ever  did  ' 
the  utmoft,  but  he  ncverthclefs  contended  that  every  man,  be 
his  abilities  ever  io  mean  or  ilender,  was  equal  to  do  the  utmoft 
in  his  power,  which  excluded  every  degree  of  cenfure,  but 
what  might  be  imputed  to  a  want  of  zeal,  or  treachery,  or  co- 
wardice. If  tlien  the  utmoft  in  a  commander^s  power  was  no 
more  than  ading  to  the  beft  of  his  fkill  andjudgment,  the  ne* 
gative  of  that  imported  cowardice  or  difafteAion,  and  confe- 
quently  fubjeAed  the  criminal  to  a  capital  punifhment. 

To  fay,  therefore,  that  the  articles  contained  in  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer's  charge  againft  Mr.  Keppel  were  loofe  and  indefi- 
iiite,  amounted  in  \z&  to  maintaining  that  cowardice  or  dir» 
affeftion  were  not  capital  crimes.  But  even  fuppofing,  for 
argument's  fake,  that  the  charge  now  commented  on  was  not 
of  acapital  nature,  he  would  aikthe  noble  Lord  what  was  the 
Jircft  charge  contained  in  another  of  the  live  articles  in 
which  Admiral  Keppel  was  accufed  for  turnine  his  back  on 
6e  French  fleet,  and  thereby  disgracing  the  Britifh  flag? 
^as  flying  from  the  enemy,  accompanying  an  aflertion,  that 
the  admiral  might  and  could  have  engaged  the  enemy  to  ad- 
wntage,  not  a  fpecific  charge  both  in  faft  and  conftruftion  ? 
Dill  not  fuch  an  accufation  carry  upon  the  very  face  of  it  a 
charge  of  cowardice,  or  difaffeftion,  or  both  ?  He  prefumed,  in- 
<lccd,  that  the  learned  Lord  had  but  a  very  faint  memory  of  the 
Aargc  on  the  table,  elfe  he  never  could  have  fo  confidently 
affirmed  that  running  away  from  an  inferior  and  beaten  ene- 
my was  not  an  inftance  of  the  moft  abjeft  cowardice  or  dif-. 
iffcftion. 

He  was  much  furprifed  not  to  hear  the  learned  Lord  dwell 
nore  on  the  affair  of  Leftock  and  Mathews,  becaofe  on  that 
xrcafion  there'  was  a  precedent  enquiry,  in  the  other  Houfe  ; 
wt  the  learned  Lord  wifhed  to  avoid  entering  into  particu* 
ars,  for  a  very  obvious  reafon ;  his  Lordftiip  knew  that  the 
*iuiry  went  only  to  afcertain  the  faft  of  mifcarriagc,  which 
Gga  when 
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when  the  Houfe  was  fatisfied  of,  they  ordered  the  parties  to 
a  court-martiar,  not  upon  loofe,  but  upon  defined  and  ipe- 
cific  charges. 

He  faid,  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  analogous  to  every 
other  mode  of  proceeding  adhered  to  in  our  code  of  criminal 
law*  Whenever  any  man  was  accufed,  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  his  offence,  that  be  might  be 
thereby  enabled  to  prove  his  innocence,  ihould  that  be  the 
cafe  ;  otherwife  no  perfon  could  be  fafe,  however  innocent ; 
becaufe,  being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  charge,  he  could 
never  be  prepared,  either  in  the  way  of  direft  proof,  by  the 
confronting  of  witnefTes,  or  the  various  modes  which  the  law 
has  provided  for  its  difcovery,  to  meet  his  accufer :  this  know- 
ledge of  the  witneffes  would  fignify  very  little,  were  he  to  he 
kept  in  the  dark,  as  to  the  charge  itfelf ;  but  when  in  poiTet- 
lion  of  tlie  charge,  and  knowing  who  were  to  be  the  perfons 
fummoned  to  make  it  good,  he  had  then  every  neceifary  means 
that  innocence  could  defirc  for  its  juftification. 

Before  his  Grace  fat  down,  he  laid,  he  could  not  pafs  over 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  on  the  wooMack,  that 
tliere  was  no  proof  before  the  Houfe  fufiicient  to  juftify  the 
motion^  and  that  the  witnefs  at  the  bar,  fo  far  from  fupport- 
jng  the  motion  by  any  part  of  his  evidence,  had  fumifhed  the 
ftrongeft  proof,  founded  on  precedent,  in  fopport  of  the  pre- 
ient  mode  of  proceeding,  in  refpefi  of  the  lieutenant  and  boat- 
fwain  who  had  been  tf-icd  at  Plymouth,  the  latter  on  the  mi- 
nutes taken  on  the  trial  of  the  former.  So  far  as  the  prece- 
dent went,  it  carried  with  it  fome  weight  :  but  two  things 
were  obfervable  ;  firfl,  that  Mr.  Jackfon  did  not  undertake 
to  fiate  the  cafe  exa£tly,  with  all  its  circumflanccs ;  iecondly, 
the  oflFencft  charged  was  of  ^  very  different  nature  from  that 
of  an  accufation,  fuch  as  the  vice-admiral  was  accufed  ot : 
but  allowing  the  precedent  its  full  force,  the  occafion,  the  tri- 
bunal, and  the  mode  of  condu£ting  that  trial,  though  it  might 
furniih  one  inftance  of  injuflice,  or  rather  illegal  proceeding, 
for  he  thought  the  fentence,  though  not  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, a  very  proper  one,  was  not  a  fufhcient  ground  to  depart 
from  piecedents  much  more  applicable  to  the  matter  before 
the  Houfe,  and  of  infinitely  greater  authority  and  importanee.! 
Earl  of  Earl  Mamfiild  made  a  very  long  reply  to  the  noble  Dukt 

MatttfitU.    who  fpoke  laft.     In  proof  that  it  was  the  pradioe  of  courts^ 
martial  to  proceed  loofely,  his  Lordfhip  ftated  the  peculiar 
nature  of  fuch  modes  of  trial.     He  faid,  that  for  the  fake  o^ 
,   military  difcipline,  they  differed  eflentially  from  trials  a 
cQjncnon  Iaw«    la  the  latterj  a  ijpecific  charge  is  giren  ii 
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apon  oath  to  a  grand  jury,  who  muft  upon  their  confdences^ 
and  on  the  conviflion  of  their  reafon,  find  tlic  charge  relevant 
^fore  the  procefs  could  go  a  ftep  farther.  In  courts  martial  no 
charge  on  oath  was  made,  and,  except  where  the  accufer  was 
a  private  perfon,  nothing  like  a  fpecinc  charge  was  exhibited. 
In  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  accufation  of  Mr.  Keppel,  the  chaise        t 
was  not  upon  oath,  neither  was  the  charge  ipecific.     It  was 
confonant  to  prafiice,  and  perfeftly  agreeable  to  ufage,  to 
order  a  court-martial  to  enquire  and  at  the  fame  time  try  the 
perfon  accufed  for  other  parts  of  his  condu£t,  befides  thofe  ac- 
tually referred  to  the  court ;  the  cafe  was  fo  in  the  afiair  of 
Mathews    and  Leftock,  and  noore   particularly  in  that  of 
Admiral  Byng  ;  but  there  was  a  later  cafe,  which  clearly  and 
incontrovertibly  proved  what  he  faid,  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Brere- 
ton,  captain  of  the  Duke.    The  court  were  direded  to  try 
him  for  his  conduA  touching  the  buiinefs  of  July  27th.     In 
the  courfe  of  their  enquiry,  in  order  to  found  a  charge,  it  ap- 
peared that  he  behaved  improperly,  by  getting  drunk  the  day 
before  and  the  day  after  the  banle  :  the  court  made  that  mat- 
ter the  charge,  and  grounded  the  fentence  upon  it,  thereby 
depriving  Captain  Brereton  of  his  command,  not  for  behav- 
ing ill  on  the  27th  of  July,  but  for  getting  drunk  on  the 
!z6di  and  28th.     His  Lordfliip  urged  feveral  other  matters^ 
in  order  to  prove  that  though  the  court  were  dire£ted  to  en- 
quire into  a  particular  faft,  they  were  not  thereby  reftrained 
from  ^ing   into  other  circumftances  :  fo  that  if  the  order 
for  trial  only  related  to  what  pafled  in  the  aftion,  yet  the 
court  were  at  full  liberty  to  go  into  the  whole  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer's  condu^  on  the  28th,  as  well  as  in  the  a£tion  of  the 
27th  of  July. 

Earl  of  jBny?tf/ replied  to  Earl  Mansfield,  and  after  dcclar- ^"^^^^ 
ing  the  learned  Earl  was  miftaken  in  his  account  of  Admiral  '^^* 
Byng's  trial,  faid,  if  military  difcipline  depended  on  a  viola- 
tion of  jufKce  and  freedom,  away  with  fuch  difcipline  !  for  it 
would  be  vain  to  cxpeft  that  feamen,  who  had  been  for  years 
cfteemed  the  bulwark  of  this  country,  could  do  their  country 
fervicc,  if  they  were  made  Haves  of,  or  fubjeAed  to  laws  which 
were  oppoiite  to  every  principle  of  freedom  and  juflice.     His 
Lordfhip  adverted  to  the  articles  of  war,  and  having  under- 
fiood  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  to  have  declared  that  he  was  con- 
cerned in  framing  the  code  of  martial  laws  which  he  had  fpo* 
ken  of,  faid,  he  hoped  the  learned  Earl  had  no  hand  in  fram-> 
11%  the  article  which  fubjefled  officers  on  half  pay  to  the  fame 
martial  law  and  the  fame  difcipline  which  thofe  in  aAual  fer- 
vict  neccffarily  were  governed  by  :  an  article  which  he  re- 
membered 
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membered  created  fuch  a  fpirit  of  oppoiition  in  the  navy  oiE- 
cers,  at  the  time  that  the  code  of  laws  was  under  the  confide* 
ration  of  Parliament,  as  to  obtain  the  omiffion  of  that  article, 
ftrongly  as  it  had  been  fupported. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Mansfield  deiired  to  fet  the  noble  Earl  right,  by  re- 

MsM*fdd.  peating  what  he  had  faid  early  in  the  debate,  that  he  had  no 
hand  in  framing  the  law  alluded  to  by  his  Lordfhip.  All  he 
meant  to  fay  was,  that  he  was  concerned  in  carrying  them 
through  Parliament,  under  the  fanAion  and  with  the  i'upport 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Lord  Anion. 
Duke  of  The  Duke  pf  Richmond  faid,  Admiral  Byng's  cafe  was  truly 
Kkbnmd.  a  calamitous  one,  and  the  learned  Lord  who  fpokc  laft,  coukl 
not  fo  foon,  he  believed,  forget  the  part  he  a£led  in  that  bofi- 
nefs,  were  it  not  for  fomething  which  fell  from  him  this  day, 
that  indicated  a  total  forgetfulnefs.  of  the  greateft  part  of  that 
melancholy  cataftrophe.  The  noble  Earl  faid  that  Caefar, 
nor  no  other  great  captain  or  commander,  had  ever  done  the 
vtmoft,  and  yet  the  learned  Lord,  upon  recollcdion,  muft  re- 
member that  in  the  cafe  of  Admiral  Byng,  an  ad  of  the  high- 
eft  criminality  was,  at  leaft  by  inference  of  law,  affixed  to  a 
moral  impoffibility  ;  that  unfortunate  gentleman  was  acquit- 
ted by  his  judges  of  cowardice  and  dlfaffedion,  and  yet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  was  brought  in  guilty,  for  not  doing  the  utmoft  to 
fink,  burn,  deftroy,  &c. 

He  would  have  imagined  that  the  learned  Earl  had  forgot 
the  part  he  had  a£ted  in  that  bufinefs.  Had.  his  Lordlhip  not 
mentioned  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges,  who,  he  faid,  had 
been  unanimous  in  their  approbation  of  the  fentence,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  the  then  chief  juftice  of  England  ?  He 
would,  therefore,  recommend  to  his  Lordfhip,  to  endeavour 
to  reconcile  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  with  that  given 
this  day  by  the  learned  Earl,  and  decide  in  his  own  mind, 
whether  a  charge  under  the  fame  law  in  1778,  and  framed  in 
the  fame  words,  as  to  the  article  in  queftion,  was  not  a  fpe- 
cific  charge,  fufficient  to  draw  after  it  a  capital  punilhment, 
when  an  officer  of  long  and  tried  fervice  fuffered  on  a  fimilar 
charge  in  17579  and  the  fentence  under  which  he  fufFered  was 
confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges.  He  remem- 
bered that  though  then  but  very  young,  he  could  not  fay  but 
that  af&ir  made  a  very  deep  impreffion  upon  him,  being  pre- 
fent  in  the  gallery  of  the  other  Houfe,  when  feveral  of  the 
members  defired  a  law,  in  order  that  they  might  be  ab- 
folved  from  their  oath  of  fecrecy,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubroit* 
ting  their  doubts  to  the  Houfe^  which  being  complied  with, 
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they  accordingly  did,  but  the  queftion  propofed  involving  in 
it  a  point  of  law,  as  he  obferved  before,  it  was  rcferrw  to 
the  judges,  with  the  chief  juftice  at  their  head,  who  at  length 
decided  the  fate  of  that  devoted  roan,  who  had,  in  hSt,  tal- 
lenafacrlfice  to  miniftcrial  timidity  and  court  intrigue. 

His  Grace  faid,  he  was  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of 
dchvcring  his  fentimcnts  on  the  fubjcft ;  and  withdrew  his 
motion,  on  a  preiumption,  he  faid,  that  the  objeft  he  wilhed 
to  obtain  would  be  the  confequence  of  his  agitating  the  quef- 
tion. 

Jpril  I. 

This  day  there  was  an  altercation  upon  a  point  of  order  on 
the  Bilhop  of  LandafF's  bill  for  preventing  adultery.  The 
bill  was  at  length  committed  to  the  15th  infbint. 

Hoofe  adjourned  to  the  14th. 

yfpril  14. 

Private  bufinefs  to  the  20ch. 

Jpril  20. 

Knqtiiry  into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

Captain  Baillie  was  examined  this  day,  relative  to  the  (heet-  Captain 
in»,  its  quality,  len|th,**&c.  and  proved  a  very  confiderable  ^•»''»'* 
dehciency  in  each  pair.     He  informed  the  committee,  that  a 
Mr.  Price,  a  linen-draper,  then  below  the  bar,  could  corro- 
borate every  thing  he  had  faid,  as  to  the  proper  lengths  of 
Ruflia  (heeting,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  fabrick. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  wiflied  that  Price  might  beexa-Daktef 
mined,  and  accordingly  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  refumed.     RUbmoni* 

Mr.  Price  was  then  fworn,  and  the  Houfe  again  refol  ved  it-  Mr.  Prkt. 
feirinto  a  committee,  and  he  was  examined  to  the  lengths  of 
the  pieces  of  (heeting,  which,  he  faid,  ought  to  be  thirty  long 
ells,  or  about  thirty-feven  yards  and  a  half  Englifli  meafure  ; 
the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  the  number  of  pair  of 
Iheets  cut  out  did  not  correfpond  with  the  given  lengths. 

Captain  Batllii  was  examined  as  to  the  fraud  in  the  wtightCaptam 
of  meat  ferved  in  the  dinner  portions  to  the  penlioners.  The^««^« 
allowance  was  pound  pieces,  weighing  16  ounces;  the  portions 
lately  were  reduced  to  14  ounces.  He  added  feveral  particu* 
lars  relative  to  the  informattons  moved  againft  him  by  the  di- 
rcdors  in  the  court  of  King's- Bench^  and  that  at  the  fuit  of 
the  very  perfons  whofe  duty  it  was,  from  their  rank  and  fitua- 
tionsin  the  hofpital,  to  redrefs  the  grievances  complained  of. 

Mr.  Everift^  the  folicitor,  was  called  to  this  point.    HeMr.jrvfr^. 
faid,  he  received  his  inftru£lions  to  proceed  againft  Captain 
Baillie     Said  he  had  been  employed  by  feveral  of  the  civil 
I  officeft 
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officers  and  directors,  who  loolfcd  opoii  tbemfelves  injorioufly 
treated  in  Captain  Baillie's  publication,  which  they  deemed  a 
libel.  Defired  to  name  them.  Reverend  Mr.  Cooke,  chap- 
lain,  Mr.  Stuart,  the  furveyor,  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  &c.  Alkedif 
none  of  (he  dire&ors  had  made  themfelves  parties  ?  Said,  be 
fuppofed  fome  of  them  were.  He  expeded  to  be  paid  by  thofe 
who  had  been  libelled,  whether  officers  or  diredors.  Afked,  if 
fome  of  thofe  libelled  were  not  the  perfons  to  whom  Capuin 
Baillie's  complaints  were  finally  referred  to  be  determined  up- 
on ?  Said,  he  believed  fo.  Alkcd,  if  fome  of  them  did  not 
form  the  general  court,  where  a  reprefen ration  was  framed  for 
Captain  Baillie's  difmiffion  i  Moft  certainly. 

[  If^tnefs  ordered  to  wiibdraw. 
Ut.tt  At  half  after  four,  Mr.  Le  Fevre^  a  lieutenant  in  ihc  navy, 

Fevn^        was  called  to  the  bar;  defired  to  inform  the  committee,  what 
he  knew  relative  to  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

He  entered  into  a  narrative  of  a  converfation  which  pafl'cd 
between  him  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Cooke. 

[Interrupted  by  fever al  L^rdsn 
A  ihort  debate.    Witnefs  ordered  to  withdraw. 
Debate  continued. 

The  witnefs  ordered  in  and  defired  to  confine  himfelf  to  an* ; 
fwers,  but  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  though  he  acquiefced  for 
the  prefent,  feemed  determined  to  bring  on  the  fame  quefiion 
in  another  (hape. 

Q.  Whether  the  witnefs  had  any  converfation  with  the 
reverend  Mr.  Cooke,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Greenwich  Ho* 
fpitai; 

A.  He  had  feveral. 

Qi  Did  he  recoiled  any  thing  which. palTed  in  the  courfe 
of  thofe  converfations  ? 
A.  He  did. 

[H0  was  again  interrupted  and  ordered  to  withdraw*  \ 
Called  in* 
Q.  Did  he  rccollefi,  that  Mr.  Cooke  frequently  defired  him 
to  have  nothing  to  (ay  to  the  lieutenant  governor  ? 

A.  He  did  ;  and  that  at  the  fame  time  he  added,  if  he  fhould 
perfift  to  countenance  Captain  Baillie,  Lord  Sandwich  would 
rooft  certainly  mark  him,  or  any  perfon  who  (bould  even 
correfpond  with  Captain  Baillie. 
Earrof  While  the  witnefs  was  delivering  his  teftimony,  the  Earl  of 

^^^«**  Denbigh  came  down  from  the  woolfacks  to  the  bar,  and  in  a 
low  voice,  with  certain  geftures  accompanying  it,  three  or  four 
times,  defired  the  witnefs  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  queftions 
that  were  put  to  him.    The  witmefs  proceeding,  bis  Lord- 

(hip 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A*  1779,  DEBATES.  ^135 

(hip  faid,  in  a  tolerable  audible  voice,  if  he  did  not  attend  to 
what  he  faid,  he  would  certainly  interrupt  him. 

l*hc  witnefs  not  attending  to  what  his  Lordfhip  faid,  tbeEtrlof 
Earl  of  Denbigh  rofe  to  objeS  to  the  receiving  any  kind  of  evi-^'****- 
dence  but  what  contained  a  fpecific  anfwer  to  thequeftion  pro- 
pounded from  the  woolfack.        [fFitmfs  txrdired  to  withdraw* 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  rofe,  to  complain  of  the  very  dif-Duke  of 
orderly  and  indecent  manner  the  noble  Lord  had  conduded^''^^"^; 
himfelf  during  the  examination  ;  who  not  fatisfied  with  going 
down  to  the  bar,  and  looking  the  witnefs  almoft  through, 
endeavoured  to  intimidate  him  with,  a  kind  of  private  con* 
verfation,  mixed  with  threats.  .  His  Grace  obferved,  that 
if  fuch  things  were  permitted,  the  enquiry  was  at  an  end. 
No  witnefs  under  fuch  circumftances  would  or  could  attend 
to  the  evidence  he  gave ;  becaufe,  though  feemingly  under 
the  protection  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  open  to  private  and  pu- 
blic infult/ 

Earl  of  Denbigh  denied  that  he  had  any  intention  of  intimi-  Ewiof 
dating  the  witnefs,  but  acknowledged,  that  he  told  him  he^**^!^* 
would  interrupt  him  if  he  deviated  from  the  queftion. 

The  Dukeof  JR/ci(;7i^^,  in  reply,  obferved,  thatit^was  con*  Duke  of 
trary  to  all  order,  as  well  as  highly  indecent  and  unbecoming*''****^ 
any  member  of  that  Houfe,  ading  in  the  capacity  of  a  judge, 
to  offer  to  direct  a  witnefs  giving  evidence  at  the  bar.  He 
contended,  that  the  converfation  the  noble  Earl  endeavoured 
to  hold  with  Mr.  Le  Fevre,  was  of  a  private  nature,  and  was 
done  to  intimidate ;  that  no  noble  L#ord  had  a  right  to  hold 
converfe  >^ith.a  perfon  under  examination  ;  and  if  he  did  not 
immediately  delift,  and  re  trad  the  aflertion  he  had  made,  he 
would)  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  and  in  order  to  preferve 
the  regularity  of  their  Lordfliips'  proceedings,  frame  a  que£» 
tion,  and  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

After  an  altercation,  in  which  feveral  dire£l  contradiAions 
took  place,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  affirmed,  and  appealed  to 
their  Lordfbips,  whether  what  the  noble  Lord  acknowledged 
did  not  amount  to  a  confeiSon  of  the  diforder  imputed  to 
him? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  it  was  very  true,  that  every  Urd  Gkn^ 
queftion  (bould,  according  to  the  rigid  forms  of  the  Houfe)^*'^* 
come  dire£lly  from  the  woolfack  to  the  wjitnefs,  it  being  the 
medium  of  communication  between  the  noble  Lord  the  eaca* 
minant,  and  the  perfon  examined ;  but  that  form  was  fre- 
quently difpenfed  with  for  the  greater  difpatch,  he  believed, 
oftener  than  it  was  adhered  to  ^  but  certainly,  if  the  noble 
Voi.XIL  Hh  Duke 
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Dake  infifted  upon  it,  in  point  of  order  it  muft  be  compiled 
'  with. 

Etrlof  £arl  of  Denbigh  (M^  that  was  what  he  intended  to  have 

Dtnkigh*     jonc  -  that  it  was  every  day's  pradice ;  and  why  he  departed 
from  the  rule  was,  becaufe  he  wiflied  to  avoid  trouble  and 
delay,  and  of  which  the  noble  Duke  himfelf  had  given  a  fpe* 
cimen* 
Diike  rf        The  Duke  of  Richmtnd  obfcrved,  that  the  matter  of  com-   I 
plaint  flated  by  him  was  totally  different  from  that  fpecies  of 
diforder  defcHbed  by  the  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  and 
the  noble  EarU    The  one  was  a  queftion  put  to  the  witnefs 
diredly,  which  both  the  noble  Lords  confeflfed  was  contrary 
to  order  :  but  that  had  no  relation  to  the  fubjed  he  rofe  to 
fpeak  to.     There  was  no  queftion  put  here,  but  threats  ufed 
to  intimidate,  or  motives  urged  to  the  witnefs  to  fupprefs  his 
teftimony,  or  to  prevent  him  from  purfuing  what  appeared 
to  him  the  moft  proper  mode  of  difclofing  the  truth. 

When  a  noble  Lord  propounded  a  queftion,  he  propounded 
it  openly,  in  the  hearing  of  every  noble  Lord  prefent.  The 
queftion  and  anfwer  was  laken  down  by  the  ihort-hand  wri- 
ter at thebar.  It  was  therefore  never  prefumed,  becaufe  the 
queftion  did  not  come  regularly  through  the  woolfack,  that 
it  might  or  ought  not.  The  contrary  was  evident,  and  the 
truth  was,  that  whenever  fuch  a  mode  of  examination  was  I 
permitted,  it  was  a  kind  of  tacit  fufpenfion  of  the  flandin^ 
order  and  cuftomary  mode  of  proceeding.  Was  that  the  ca^ 
here  ?  Was  there  a-  colour,  or  Ihadow  of  cuftom,  order  or  pre- 
cedent, to  fupport  the  prefent  cafe,  which  confifted  of  neither 
queftion  nor  anfwer,  but  direct  threats  ;  or,  if  the  noble  Lonl 
chofe  a  milder  term,  a  kind  of  diforderly  advice  \  On  the  con- 
trary, was  it  not  a  converfation  attempted  to  be  opened  with 
the  witnefs,  and  not  an  examination  of  him  ? 
'  After  fome  apology  from  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  the  witnefs 
was  called  in. 

Q^  Had  the  witnefs  any  converfation  with  Mr.  Cooke  ? 
>  A.  He  had  feveral :  more  than  one;  two  at  leaft  he  could 
remember }  and  he  believed  he  had  many  more.  The  firft 
of  tkefe  was  in  the  fummer^  I777«  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  >a  April, 
1778.  They  were  both  of  the  fame  tendency  ;  but  in  177J?, 
when  Mr.  Cooke  found  that  he  (the  witnefs]  had  not  foU 
4owed  his  former  advice,  that  of  declining  all  intimacy,  or 
-even  Intercourfe,  with  Captain  Baillie,  Cooke  fwore-a  round 
.oath  i^^l^Defired  fo  repeat  l^]— By  God  !  that  in  confequence 
of  his  obftinate  perfeverance,  in  refpeA  of  Captain  Baillie, 

Lord 
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Lord  Sandwich  would  flop  his  preferment.    [Ordtnd  t9  with" 
draw. 

ILiA  o{  Chifterfitli  ix\^y  that  the  prefent  being  an  enquiry  Earl  of 
into  the  condud  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admi-  ^^^f*^* 
rshy,  whofe  name  was  mentioned  in  the  converfation  related 
at  the  bar^  which  if  received  as  evidence  might  afFeft  his 
Lord  (hip ;  but  as  hear  fay  was  no  evidence,  he  fubmitted  it  to 
their  Lordfhips,  whether  a  converfation  between  two  perfons 
was  fuch  a  fpecies  of  proof  as  ought  to  be  received,  when  it 
tended  to  criminate  a  third  perfon.  He  therefore  contended, 
that  the  witnefs  ought  to  be  reftrained  to  the  relation  of  fa^ls 
w^ithin  his  own  knowledge ;  for  what  one  perfon  reported 
thaf  another  perfon  faid,  could  never  be  received  as  evidence 
in  a   court  of  juftice. 

The  Lord  Chancelhr  declared  himfelf  of  the  fame  opinion.  Lord  a*«4 
and  faid,  it  was  impoffible  that  a  converfation  of  ;whatX»ord  ^^^ 
Sandwich  had  faid,  not  to  the  witnefs,  but  to  another  perfipn, 
couM  be  fairly  brought  home  to  the  noble  Lord. 

Here  a  mod  complex  debate,  much  involved  in  law,  com^ 
menced  ;  fevcral  attempts  were  made  to  flmplify  the  point  in 
conteft,  but  the  queftion  of  law  perpetually  recurred  and  forced 
itfelf  into  difcufTion.  ' 

At  length,   Lord  Mansfield^   after  fome  confultation  with  B»rl  of 
the  other  two  law  Lords  [the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  ^«/*^ 
Hathurfl  j  framed  the  following  motion,  in  order  to  take  the 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe. 

^'  That  it  be  refolved,  that  the  name  of  John  Earl  of 
Sandwich  be  not  mentioned  by  the  witnefs  at  the  bar  [Le 
Fevre]  in  bis  evidence  of  a  converfation  with  any  other  per**, 
fon,  of  what  the  faid  perfon  informed  him,  the  faid  Earl  had 
faid." 

To  this  refolution  the  Duke  of  Richmond  moved  the  foU  Dake  of 
lowing  amendment,  **  In  order  to  intimidate  the  faid  wit-  ^^"^^ 
net/' 

This  amendment,  involving  in  It  a  direfi  negative  to  the 
refolution  moved  by  the  learned  Lord,  caufed  a  moft  impor- 
tant debate,  upon  which  the  queftion  of  law  re-commenced. 

Ear)  of  M?;7j/>i// contended,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  eve-  Earl  of 
ry  principle  of  legal  evidence,  to  admit  hearfay  tcftimony,  A^«>^ 
which  in  its  confequences  might  or  could  affed  a  third  perfon* 
Although  he  did  notconfider  the  prefent  enquiry  as  fpecifical- 
I7  or  excluiively  dire£ted  againft  the  firft  \otA  of  the  admiraK 
ty,  yet  confide nng  his  I^rdfliip  as  one  perfon  charged  among 
many  oAers,  the  matter  fubftantially  came  to  the  fame  p6int* 
It  was  well  knowo>  thst  in  proceedings  upon  iAdi^tmentt, 

H  h  2  where 
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where  feveral  pcrfons  were  charged,  no  evidence  of  a  crimi- 
nal ad,  committed  by  one  of  the  parties,  was  received  as  evi- 
dence againft  any  other.  Lord  Sandwich  and  Mr.  Cooke 
ftood  exadly  in  the  fame  predicament  with  perfons  fo  indit- 
ed ;  confequcntly,  no  proof  of  what  Cooke  faid,  ought  to  be 
admitted,  or  ought  to  be  received,  as  evidence  of  the  crimi- 
nal interference  of  the  noble  Lord. 
LordCan-  hord  Camden  acknowledged  the  principle  laid  down  as  a 
*"•  general  one,  but  begged   leave  to  point  out  where  the  two 

cafes  were  diffimilar  :  for  upon  tUc  noble  and  learned  Lord's 
own  argument,  which  fuppofcd  that  Lord  Sandwich  and 
Mr.  Cooke  appeared  in  the  cafe  before  their  LordQiips  as  par- 
ties equally  criminal,  and  partaking  precifeiy  of  the  fituation 
of  perfons  charged  on  an  indictment,  the  learned  Lord  muft* 
acknowledge,  that  they  were  not  trying  for  the  fame  offence; 
Mr.  Cooke  might  be  convided  of  the  charge  now  made  ; 
would  that  afied  the  £arl  of  Sandwich  ?  God  forbid  !  The 
evidence  of  what  Cooke  faid  to  Le  Fcvre,  was  no  evidence  to 
iJFe£l  Lord  Sandwich,  or  any  perfon  on  earth  but  Cooke. 
,  Suppofe  it.{hould  come  out  in  proof  againft  Cooke,  that 
Lord  Sandwich  never  told  Cooke,  that  he  would  mark  Le 
Fevre,  and  take  care  to  ftop  his  preferment,  which  he  hoped 
and  believed  would  turn  out  to  be  the  truth,  how  could  the 
,  prefent  teftimony  affedt  his  Lordfhip  ?  When,  perhaps,  in- 

ftead  of  fixing  a  fhadow  of  guilt  upon  him,  it  might,  upon  a 
full  and  proper  inveftigation,  turn  out  to  be  no  more  than  a 
flander  invented  by  Cooke  againft  a)i  innocent  man,  in  order 
thereby  to  efted  the  removal  of  Captain  Baillie  from  his  office 
in  the  hofpital;  and  by  thus  gratifying,  his  own  refenta>ents, 
avenge  himfelf  upon  a  perfon  who  had  rendered  himfelf  ob- 
noxious to  him. 

The  very  (lander  was  an  slA  of  a  criminal  riature  in  Cooke, 
becaufe  it  refledled  highly  upon  the  condud\  of  the  noble  Losd, 
who  was  fuppofed  to  have  authorized  the  threat,  byfome  pre- 
vious communication  or  dir^iSlion.  It  was  done  with  a  viev? 
to  prevent  Le  Fevre  from  (hewing  any  countenance  to  Cap- 
tain Baillie;  and  by  extending  or  propagating  this  criminal 
influence  through  the  hofpital,  was  direSed  to  effed  either 
the  voluntary  refignation  of  Captain  Baillie,  by  being  thus 
rendered  obnoxious  to  all  thofe  with  whom  he  communicated, 
or  was  conneded  with  ;  or  to  induce  him  to  permit  thofe 
.  abufes  to  pafs  unnoticed,  in  future, .'which  he  had  already  fee 
his  face  againft. 

But  independent  of  thefe  obfervations,  ^e  would  meet  the 
learned  and  noble  Lord  fairly  upon  his  own  grou^^.  and  bis 

own 
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own  flate  of  the  queftion,  that  of  analogy,  in  refpcft  to  in- 
ciidraents  at  the  common  law,  and  upon  which  his  Lordihip 
feemcd  fo  confidently  to  rely.  He  woulil  agree,  that  Lord 
Sandwich,  as  firft  commiiHoner  of  the  admiralty,  might  ap- 
pear to  have  been  guilty  of  fome  afts  of  mifmangement,  re- 
lative to  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hoipital,  or  of  none  ; 
fo  might  Mr.  Cooke,  as  far  as  his  power  extended,  by  an  im- 
proper interference,  by  difgracing  his  funftion  as  a  dbrgy- 
man,  or  he  might  not*  One  of  them  might  be  proved  in- 
nocent, and  not  the  other ;  confequently  the  cafe  flated  by 
the  learned  Lord,  if  it  applied  at  all,  contradi£):ed  the  con- 
clufion  drawn  by  his  Lordihip  ;  or  if  it  did  not,  no  argu- 
ment at  all  could  be  raifed  upon  it. 

He  would^  however,  put  a  cafe  to  the  learned  Lord  before  • 
he  fat  down,  which  muft  apply  :  fuppofe  that  feveral  per-  * 
Tons  included  in.the  fame  indictment,  and  charged  with  fe- 
veral fpccific  offences ;  might  hot  evidence  be  competently 
given  and  received,  of  a  criminal  aft  committed  by  one  of 
the  parties,  though  it  amounted  to  hearfay  only,  refpefting 
another  charged  with  a  different  fpecies  of  offence.  The 
learned  Lord  mufl  acknowledge  it.  He  mufl  know,  it  would 
fcrvc  to  convift  the  party  legally  and  fpccifically  charged  ; 
he  muft  know,  it  could  not  affeft  the  perfon  not  charged 
vriih  that  fpecies  of  offence  ;  for  though  a  charge  againfl  one 
man,  could  neither  in  law,  juflice,  or  common  fenfe,  be 
deemed  a  charge  againfl  another ;  a  guilty  perfon  could  ne- 
ver objea  to  the  evidence  of  his  own  guilt,  upon  the  pretence, 
that  the  proof  of  it  involved  in  it  art  hearfay  evidence  of  what 
another  perfon  had  done  or  faid,  which,  of  coUrfe,  did  not 
amonnt  to  legal  proof. 

The  hard  Chancellor  fpoke  two  or  three  times  in  the  above  Lord  -Chm^ 
debate;  his  principal  view  was  tocflablifh  the  two /oUowing''^* 
propofitions  : 

That  the  enquiry  amounted  to  a  fpecific  charge  againfl 
Lord  Sandwich  ;  and  if  taken  as  a  general  charge  againfl  all 
Aofc  concerned  in  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpita], 
cvcrjr  particular  part  of  it  applied  generally  againfl  every  per- 
fcn  concerned,  confequenuy,  whether  the  enquiry  was  gcne- 
rsJly  or  individually  direfted,  the  evidence  was  indivihble  ; 
Aatis,  every  part  of  the  teflimony  given  at  tlie  bar  was  evi- 
dence of  mifconduft  of  Lord  Sandwich  ;  or  if  it  was  not,  it 
affcded  him  as  one  of  the  parties  accufed. 

To  prove  his  firfl  proportion,  he  quoted  Captain  Baillie's 
l^k  on  the  table^  which  charged  Loi:d  Sandwich^  in  direft 

terms^ 
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tcniis,  with  corruption.  To  prove  the  fccond,  he  prcfutncd 
that  the  permitting  thofe  mifmanagements  to  continue,  a- 
axMinted  to  a  failure  of  duty,  in  not  putting  a  flop  to  them, 
and  of  courfey  if  proved,  would  ultimata!  jr  reach  the  noble 
Lord. 
Xirlof  Earl  of  5fl»Ay/Vy&  faid,  he  had  been  charged  with  corrop- 

SoBdwicb.  ^Qjj .  ^jj^^  j^g  looked  u|x>n  the  enquiry  as  totally  pcrfonal 
againft  him  ;  that  he  wi(hed  the  witnefs  might  be  permitted 
to  proceed,  becaufe  he  was  confcious  of  the  injuftice  and  fal* 
fity  of  the  charge  :  but  he  fliould  be  forry  that  any  con- 
venience or  defire  of  his  (hould  be  preferred  to  the  order  and 
eftablifhed  mode  of  proceeding  of  that  Houfe. 
lord  Cam'  Lord  Camden  faid,  the  prefent  motion,  if  carried,  would 
""  amourit  to  a  real  diffolution  of  the  committee,  even  upon  the 

arguments  of  the  noble  Lord^  who  framed  and  fupported  it. 
The  prefent,  fay  the  noble  Lords,  is  an  enquiry  into  the 
condu£):  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  charging  him  with  mani- 
fcft  corruption  in  the  exercife  of  a  public  truft  of  very  great 
confequence.  What  will  be  the  manifeft  efFeft  of  this  mo- 
tion ?  That  you  may  fit  here  till  the  dog-days,  to  hear  the 
examination  of  witneifes,  to  hear  complaints  and  charges 
made  againft  any  perfon,  or  every  perfon,  but  the  condu£i 
of  the  noble  Lord  into  which  you  are  convened  to  enquire. 
I  only  repeat  this,  to  fliew  the  manifeft  abfurdities  people  are 
drove  to  adopt,  when  they  want  to  effeft  purpofes  upon  prin- 
ciples which  direftly  militate  againft  them  ;  for  I  am  perfcft- 
ly  fatisfied  that  the  prefent  enquiry  contains  no  fingle  (pecific 
charge  againft  kny  man,  fo  as  to  produce  conviction  or  con- 
demnation. The  event  of  it^  I  acknowledge,  may  afford 
matter  proper  to  found  a  criminal  proceeding  upon;  but  in 
the  firft  lAftance,  I  af&nn  afr  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  and  a 
lawyer,  that  it  cannot  produce  any  iflue,  which  may  imme- 
diately afFe£t  either  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  other  of  the  par- 
ties. 

But  even  if  it  did,  I  will  follow  that  aflertion  with  ano- 
ther, that  evidence  of  what  another  perfon  (aid,  that  Lord 
Sandwich  faid,  can  never  reach  nor  afFeft  that  noble  Lord 
in  the  moft  diftant  decree.  It  is  but  hearfay  evidence  at  the 
beft.  It  can  only  affeft  Mr.  Coc^e,  if  not  difproved ;  and 
if  ten  or  ten  thoufand  witneiTes,  one  after  another,  came  to 
your  Lordfhips'  bar,  to  confirm  the  teftimony  of  what  Mr.  Le 
t^^evre  heard  Mr.  Cooke  fay  that  Lord  Sandwich  had  told  him, 
it  would  not,  it  could  not  weigh  a  feather  with  your  Lord- 
fhips.   If  it  could  not^  the  conduiion  is  dirtft  and  tscvita-- 
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blc,  that  the  mentioning  Lord  Sandwich's  name,  as  It  cannot 
sitf:^  in  the  moft  remote  degree  that  noble  Lord,  fo  it  is  ab- 
folutely  neccffary  that  his  Lordlhip's  naipe  fhould  be  men- 
tioned, as  direftly  and  circumftantially  neceffary  to  prove  the 
means  of  intimidation  made  ufc  of  by  Cooke,  to  deter  the 
witncis  from  fhcwing  any  countenance  to  Captain  Baillie. 
Once  for  all,  I  fay,  truth  and  juftice  oblige  your  Lordlhips 
to  believe  the  noble  Lord  innocent  of  the  expreifions  imputed 
to  him  ;  you  are  bound  as  judges  to  believe  his  Lordfhip  in- 
nocent, till  you  have  received  proof  to  the  contrary,  and 
heard  his  defence ;  and  having  no  proof  to  the  contrary, 
from  the  evidence  objefted  to,  you  have  no  right  whatever 
to  refafe  a  Ipecies  of  evidence,  totally  applicable  and  exclu- 
fively  fo  to  another  perfon,  which  will  certainly  be  the  cafe 
Ihould  the  prcfent  motion  be  carried. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  forty- 
&c  to  iiineteen« 

Wttnefs  called  in* 

Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  that  the  refolution  now  cslrrled  Duke  of 
he  read  and  delivered  to  the  witnefs,  and  that  he  be  informed  li»VA»«iA 
that  he  m^y  anfwer  any  quefUon,  fo  that  he  does  not  men«- 
tioD  the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

This  was  ftrongly  oppofed,  as  unneceffary  and  unprece- 
dented ;  the  reading  of  the  motion  was  fufficient ;  and  no 
inftance  was  ever  known  of  a  witnefs  at  the  bar  being  per- 
mitted to  have  any  of  the  documents  of  the  Houfe  in  his 
Etflcffion.  A  very  interefting  debate  enfued,  and  the  noble 
uke's  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  44  to  15. 

[fVitnefs  called  in,  and  the  three  or  four  laji  ^ueJHons  and 
anjivers  read* 

Alked,  Who  was  the  perfon  that  Cooke  told  him  would 
mark  all  who  were  found  to  fpeak  to,  or  correfpond  with^ 
Captain  Baillie  ? 

A,  A  nobleman  in  high  oi&ce. 

Q.  Who  w§is  that  nobleman  ? 

He  was  deiired  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  attend  to 
the  refolution,  which  had  been  read  to  him. 

The.witnefs  faid,  he  knew  the  terms  of  the  refolution, 
and  he  would  wifh  to  be  informed  by  the  Houfe  in  what 
manner  he  fhould  anfwer  that  queftion,  he  being  on  his  oath* 

[Houfe  remained fiUntm 

Qf  Who  was  that  nobltman  mentioned  by  Mr.  Cooke  ? 

lOrierei  to  withdraw. 
Here 
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Here  a  debate  enfued.  Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  he  wiflied 
moft  heartily  that  the  refolution  had  not  been  made  ;  and  if 
there  was  any  way  of  getting  rid  of  it,  he  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely glad  to  adopt  it.  He  complained  greatly  of  the  con- 
duct of  noble  Lords  on  the  other  ude,  who,  in  order  to  ba»- 
rafs  and  tire  the  Houfe,  ftarted  debates  ujpon  every  trifling 
occaiion.  They  wifhed,  be  fai<i»  to  put  the  enquiry  off  tiU 
the  very  clofe  of  the  feflion,  to  preclude  him  from  a  defence ; 
and  lamented,  that  the  enquiry  had  not  at  the  beginning  beca 
fq  conftituted  as  to  have  admitted  him  to  make  his  defence 
to  every  different  fpecies  of  charge,  as  they  were  brought 
forward. 

Duke  of  Richmond  difclaimed  any  intention  of  procrafti- 
nation  or  delay  ;  obferved,  that  it  was  not  a  very  pleafant 
tafk  on  his  part :  that  the  charge  of  delay  lay  much  more 
juftly  againft  the  noble  Earl  and  his  friends,  than  on  thot'e  on 
his  ude  of  the  Houfe.  He  acknowledged,  indeed,  that  he 
had  fortunately  laid  a  temptation,  which  they  had  caught  at ; 
that  they  now  found  the^  were  in  a  fituation  from  which 
they  could  not  extricate  themfelves  ;  that  the  noble  Lord's 
affe£ted  forrow  might  eafily  be  accounted  for.  He  voted  for 
the  queftion,  on  the  diviiion,  when  he  might  have  prevented 
it.  He  now  lamented  that  it  had  ever  paiTed,  and  recom- 
mended to  have  it  refcinded  or  difpenfed  with,  when  he  knew, 
by  ihe  orders  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  totally  imprafticablc. 
His  Grace  fpoke  for  fome  time  in  this  ftrain,  and  was  very 
f^vere  on  the  noble  Earl.  A  very  considerable  paufe  now 
enfued  ;  feveral  methods  were  propofed  to  get  rid  of  the  dif" 
ficulty  :  the  witnefs  was  at  length  called  in. 

Afked,  What  nobleman  ? 

A.  A  noble  Lord  in  high  office. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  feemcd  contented,  but  the  Duke 
of  Boltonj  as  he  was  retiring  from  the  bar,  alked  him. 

Had  he  ever  any  other  converfation  with  Mr. Cooke? 

A.  Several ;  but  one,  in  particular,  fo  late  as  April,  1778. 

He  then  proceeded  to  give  the  following  narrative  :  That 
in  that  month,  Cooke  having  had  frequent  converfations  in 
the  preceding  months  of  January  and  February,  told  him, 
that  his  conduft  refpe£ling  Captain  Baillie  had  put  a  flop  to 
all  profpeft  of  future  promotion.  This  was  juft  before  he 
failed,  as  lieutenant  of  the  America;  and  he  was  told  the 
fame  thing  by  a  noble  Lord,  then  captain  of  that  (hip,  when 
he  got  on  board. 

I  Q.  Who 
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Q.  Who  was  the  perfon  meant^  that  would  ftop  his  pre- 
ferment ? 

A*  A  noble  perfon. 

Deiired  to  name  him. 

Another  debate,  on  a  motion  of  Lord  Mountford's,  that 
the  witoefs  fhould  not  be  defired  to  anfwer  that  queftion  ; 
contents  43,  non-contents  15. 

fVitnefi  etdled  in» 

He  proceeded  to  inform  the  committee,  that  he  had  fre- 
quently waited  upon  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  in  the 
courfc  of  the  fpring,  four  or  five  times,  but  was  never  admit- 
ted to  an  audience  of  him  ;  that  he  afterwards,  when  at 
Portibouth,  attempted  to  fpeak  to  the  noble  Lord,  who  gave 
him  no  anfwer,  but  turned  his  back  upon  him  ;  that  he  ap- 
plied to  him  for  his  favour  and  protection,  but  that  he  could 
receive  no  anfwer,  more  than  that  his  Lordfhip  faid,  "  He 
had  a  very  good  opinion  of  him  : "  and,  on  preffing  his  Lord- 
fhip to  give  him  a  dire£t  anfwer,  the  noble  Lord  anfwered, 
"  He  would  give  no  other^  if  he  flayed  there  for  twelVe 
months." 

A&cd,  Why  he  applied  to  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  knew 
his  Lordfhip  was  determined  to  ftop  him  from  all  future  pre- 
ferment ? 

A.  He  was  advifed  to  it  by  his  friends. 

Dcfired  to  fay  by  whom  ? 

A.  By  his  captain. 

Qi  Who  wa^  the  captain  of  the  America  ? 

A.  Lord  Longford. 

Q.  Was  he  ftill  in  the  navy  ? 

A.  No ;  he  (the  witnefs)  had  religned  his  commifEon,  be-, 
caafe  he  knew  he  had  no  chance  of  preferment,  on  account 
of  die  offence  he  had  given  to  a  noble  Lord  in  high  office. 
jfpril  21. 

Greenwich  Hofpital  enquiry. 

Captain  BaillU  was  called  to  the  bar.     He  told  their  Lord-  Capttln 
fliips,  that  he  fent  a  copy  of  his  book  in  March,  1778,  to*«^fi*« 
Lord  Sandwich,  accompanied  with  a  letter ;  that  the  letter 
had  been  moved  for  by  the  Houfe,  but  was  not  upon  the  ta- 
ble ;  that  he  had  brought  a  copy  of  it  with  him,  in  cafe  the 
committee  chofe  to  have  it  read. 

The  propofition  being  agreed  to,  the  letter  was  delivered 
tip  and  read  by  the  clerk  at  the  table ;  it  purported  to  be  an 
addrefs  to  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  re- 
monftratine  with  his  Lordfhip  on  the  deaf  ear  that  had  been 
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urned  to  the  various  complaints  of  mifmanagement  and 
abufe  in  the  government,  &c.  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  which 
had  before  been  made  to  the  admiralty-board  ;  that  die  jen- 
clofed  cafe  ftated  circumftantially,  what  the  fcveral  grounds 
of  complaint  were ;  intimating  that  the  fender  of  it  hoped 
the  Earl  would  be  ftimulaced  from  a  perul'al  of  the  caij&to 
fet  himfelf  heartily  and  ferioufly  about  an  enquiry,  wim  a 
view  to  promote  reformation,  and  declaring,  that  if  proper 
notice  was  nOt  taken  of  the  matter,  the  writer  of  the  letter 
would  not  ftop,  but  would  go  ftill. further,  though  he  gave 
up  all  idea  of  a  parliamentary  application. 

Captain  Baillie  faid,  he  had  fent  this  letter  to  the  noble 
Earl  individually,  rather  than  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  be^  ; 
caufc  he  thought  it  more  becoming  him  to  addrefs  Lord  i 
Sandwich  ilngly  on  the  fubjed,  than  to  expofe  the  internal ; 
government  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  various  frauds  and  abu- 
les  complained  of  to  the  board  at  large.     That  in  confe-  \ 
quence  of  the  letter,  he  waited  on  the  noble  Lord  at  the  ad- 
iiiiralty-office,  who  received  him  in  a  very  different  manner 
from  what  he  expefted ;  that  his  Lordftiip  behaved  to  him . 
with  great  coolnefs,  and,  as  he  imagined  there  was  an  inten- 
tion of  examining  him  when  he  had  no  friend  prefent,  he  I 
made  his  bow  and  went  away.     That  afterwards  the  reve- ; 
rend  Mr.  Cooke  carried  a  paper  a'bout  the  hofpital,  contain- 
ing a  complaint  againft  him;  encouraging  or  offering  en-! 
couragement  to  fuch  perfons  as  he  applied  to  to  fign  the  pa-, 
per.     That  an  attempt  was  made  to  get  the  council  of  the! 
hofpital  to  warrant  a  complaint  againft  him  for  printing  tlie 
cafe.     That  Captain  Mapleuden,  the  prefent  lieutenant-go- 
vcrnor,  took  the  book,  from  under  his  coat  at  the  council,! 
and  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  fanftion  of  the  council  for  ai 
formal  complaint  againft  him  as  the  author  of  it,   but  that! 
the  attempt  failed.     That  tlie  cafe  (for  it  was  not  a  book)  fo 
produced,  he  was  very  certain  was  the  identical  cafe  which 
iic  had  lent  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  -  That  Captain .  Ma- 
plcfdca  knew  nothing  of  the  cafe,  at  the  time  he  produced  it! 
to  tiie  council,  for  he  could  not  have  known  of  it  before  the 
reverend  Mr»  Cooke  brought  it  from  London,  and  delivered; 
it  to  him.     That  at  length  a  puny  general  court  was  con- 
vened, in  order  to  have  it  fubmittcd  to  them,  what  (hould 
]>e  done  refpefting  the  book.     That  it  was  not  fuch  a  gene- 
ral court  as  he  had  wifhed  ;  that  Mr.  Ibbctfon  had  once,  oa 
Jiis  (Hvn  fuj^geftion,  fujpmoned  by  public  advertifement  ia 
r.ijc  (razette,  a  full  general  court,   to  ele^  a  new  fieward  to 
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the  hofpital ;  thit  he  humbly  conceived  the  determinatibn  to 
enquire  whether  the  fineft  and  nobleft  charity  in  the  world, 
was  well  or  ill  managed,  abufed  or  not  abufcd,  was  a  matter 
of  infinitely  more  importance,  than  the  ele£lion  of  a  fteward 
to  the  hofpital,  and  therefore  he  had  hoped,  that  as  much 
pains  would  be  taken  to  ai&mble  an  impartial  general  court 
to  take  his  cafe,  ftating  fuch  a  variety  of  criminal  charges 
into  confideration,  as  had  evidently  been  beftowed  on  tte 
former  occafion.  That  on  the  14th  of  April,  1778,  the  ge- 
neral court,  confifting  of  fix  Lords  of  the  admiralty,  Mr« 
Stephens  their  fecietary,  the  governor  of  the  hofpital,  three 
commiffioncrs  of  the  navy,  the  lieutenant-governor  [Cap- 
tain Baillie]  and  thirteen  direSors,  met. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  ftopped  Captain  Bailie  here,  and 
defired  that  Mr.  Ibbetfon  might  read  the  minutes  of  the  ge- 
neral court  of  the  14th  of  Aprih 

Mr.  Ibbafon  came  to  the  bar,  and  read  as  follows  :  Mr.  Thha^ 

^^  At  a  general  court  of  the  commii&oners  and  governors Z^"* 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  which  was  held  at  the  admiralty,  on 
Tuefday  the  14th  of  April,  1778, 

"  Lord  Sandwich  informed  the  court,  that  be  had  called 
them  tc^ether^  in  order  to  lay  before  them  a  letter  which  the 
liecretary  to  the  admiralty  had  received  from  Captain  Baillie, 
lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  dated  the  26th 
of  lafl  month,  together  with  a  printed  book^  which  accompa- 
nied \t^  entitled  "  The  Cafe  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  for  Sea- 
men at  Greenwich,''  as  alio  feveral  applications  from  the 
board  of  diredors,  the  officers  of  the  council,  the  princi- 
pal civil  officers,  and  great  numbers  of  the  clerks  and  under 
officers  (who  conceive  themfelves  greatly  traduced  and  in- 
jured by  the  charges  contained  in  the  faid  book)  defiring  re- 
drefs }  all  which  papers  were  read,  and  Mr.  Brett  and  Mr. 
Barker  (two  of  the  diredors  who  were  not  prefent  when  the 
application  from  that  board  was  figned)  declared  their  full 
concurrence  in  everything  fet  forth  therein,  and  the  fecretary 
read  to  the  court  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Eden,  another  of  the  diredors,  reprefenting,  that  it  would 
not  be  in  his  power  to  attend  the  prefent  meeting,  as  he  was 
to  leave  London  yefterday ;  but  that,  having  read  Captain 
Baillie's  performance,  he  was  fatisiied,  that  it  was  improper 
and  unwarrantable  in  every  refped  ;  and  that  he  ihould  be 
very  glad  to  hear  that  the  general  court  was  difpofed  to  pro- 
ceed accordiogly. 
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<<  Ca^Uin  Baillie,  who  was  prefcntt  acknowledged  bim* 
felf  to  be  the  author  of.  the  above-mentioned  cafe  ;  at  the 
fame  time  infiftiBg,  that  it  was  not  a  book9  but  a  memorial. 

^*  Great  part  of  the  faid  cafe  was  then  read,  particularlf 
fuch  of  it  as  more  immediately  refleded  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  diredors  and  their  fecretary. 

/^  Mr.  Cuft  then  moved,  that  a  committee  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  invefti^te  the  grounds  of  the  charges  contained 
in  the  faid  printed  book,  and  the  court  being  of  opinioo  that 
it  would  be  a  very  proper  meafure.  Captain  Baillie  was  de&iti 
to  name  fey  en  of  the  moil  independent  direfiors  to  form  a 
committee  for  that  purpofe,  which  he  declined.  Lord  Sand- 
wicb  then  took  a  lift  of  the  diredors,  and  having  put  dowa 
the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen,  viz.  Sir  M.  Bunell, 
Mr,  Fonnereau,  Mr.  Cuft,  Mr.  Savary,  Mr.  Banker,  Mr. 
Wells,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Revnolds, 

*^  Captain  Baillie  was  afked,  if  he  had  any  €kjc£tioa  to 
them,  or  to  any  of  them  ;  to  which  he  declined  giving  any 
other  anfwer,  than  that  be  difapproved  of  the  mode  :  it  was 
then 

^*  Rifdvidj  That  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen,  except 
•Mr.  Fonnereau,  who  defired  to  be  excufed  on  account  of  his 
ill-health,  (hould  be  a  committee  (of  whom  three  to  be  a 
quorum)  to  inveftigate  the  grounds  of  the  feveral  charges 
contained  in  the  above-mentioned  book  :  and  they  were  de- 
fired  to  proceed  upon  the  bufinefs  with  all  convenient  di- 
ipatch,  at  fuch  times  and  places,  as  rhev  fhould  think  moft 
proper  for  the  purpofe  ;  and  when  they  nad  compleated  fuch 
inveftigation,  to  let  the  Lords  of  the  admiralty  know  it,  that 
another  general  court  might  be  called,  to  receive  their  re- 
port." 

Captain  Baillie  went  on,  and  ftated,  that  the  reafon  of 
his  objeding  to  the  committee  as  nominated  by  the  noble 
Lord,  and  approved  at  the  general  court,  was,  that  they 
were  diredors,  men  accufed  by  him  of  negle^  of  duty, 
and  therefore  fuch  a  tribunal  as  he  did  not  confider  com* 
petcnt  to  judge  at  all,  not  being  likely  to  judge  impartially 
in  their  own  caufe.  He  faid,  he  had  hoped  that  fome  o( 
thofe  high  perfonages  who  were  commiffioners,  and  above  all 
poifible  influence,  would  have  been  fummoned  to  the  court, 
and  wculd,  with  an  unbiafled  eye,  have  feen  the  magnitude  of 
the  obied  in  its  true  light,  and  paid  it  that  attention  which 
its  real  importance  required.  That  he  was  fo  confcious  of 
the  juftnefs  of  the  caufe  he  had  undertaken,  and  upon  which 
he  bad  rifqued  his  honour,  his  reputation,  and  his  income, 
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that  he  had  no  fear  to  fubmit  it  fully  to  the  inquiiitlon  of  any 
court  legally  conftitutcd,  and  free  from  prejudice. 

Being  aiked  to  give  fome  account  of  the  condu£t  of  the 
committee  of  enquiry,  and  in  what  points  they  appeared  to 
him  not  to  do  jufticc, 

Captain  Baillie  faid,  they  fat  on  feven  different  days  for 
two  or  three  hours  each  ;  that  it  was  impoflible  to  recolle£t 
all  their  proceedings  ;  that  the  chief  of  the  things  he  had  to 
complain  of  were,  that  without  the  fmallefl  intimation  to 
him,  they  brought  down  Mr.  Morgan,  a  counfel,  who  not 
only  brow-beat  him  and  his  evidence,  but  turned  the  tables 
upon  him,  and  inftead  of  fufFering  it  to  be  an  enquiry  into  the 
truth  of  the  feveral  charges  alledged  in  his  cafe,  converted 
the  bufinefs  of  the  court  into  a  trial  of  him,  upon  the  com- 
plaints of  Mr.  Cooke,    Mr.   Stuart,    Mr.  Ibbctfon,  Mr. 
Mylnc,  Mr.  Godby,  and  other  officers  of  the  hofpital.  That 
not  content  with  this  violent  alteration  of  the  plan  of  pro* 
ceedings,  Mr.  Morgan  adopted  a  mode  of  arrangement  of 
his  «wn,  and  agitated  each  queftion  as  he  thought  proper, 
but  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  morally  impoilible  to  guefs 
what  was  the  point  next  to  be  enquired  mto,  or  for  him  to 
be  provided  with  the  ncceffary  evidence  to  fupport  it,  al- 
though, had  he  known  when  fuch  and  fuch  pomts  were  to 
be  taken  under  confideration,  he  could  have  brought  abun- 
dant teflimony  to  prove  each. 

Captain  Baillie  complained  alfo,  that  he  had  been  treated 
with  great  rudenefs  during  the  fitting  of  the  committee ;  that 
he  had  been  given  the  lie  dire£l  by  one  perfon,  and  called  a 
Uack-guard  by  another.  He  declared,  however,  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  fpeak  to  each  particular,  and,  therefore^ 
with  the  leave  of  their  Lordfhips,  he  would  refer  them  for 
their  better  information,  refpefting  the  condu£l  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  a  letter  dated  Augull  12,  1778,  which  he  fent  to 
the  general  court,  convened  to  receive  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  enquiry,  to  which  general  court  he  was  not  fum- 
moncd,  neither  had  he  any  notice  of  its  being  about  to  be 
held,  till  a  very  few  days  before  it  was  held,  when  he  acci- 
dentally heard  of  it. 

This  letter  was  produced,  and  Captain  Baillie  read  it  at  the 
bar.  It  was  a  long,  but  a  clear,  fenfible,  and  powerful  comr 
pofition,  ftating  i«  very  forcible  points  of  view,  every  mat- 
ter which  the  captain  had  to  complain  of  in  the  conduct  of 
the  court  of  enquiry,  and  refpefting  the  conduft  of  the  fcr- 
vaau  of  the  hofpital.    Among  other  fafts^  it  alledged^  ^at 
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the  court  was  incompetent  in  itiblf,  that  it  was  groflly  par* 
tial  in  its  conduct,  and  that  the  court  had  refufed  to  enquire 
-  into  feveral  of  the  particular  charges  ftated  by  Captain  Bail- 
iie,  and  preifed  by  him  as  neceiiary  to  be  inveftigated.  It 
mentioned  alfo  the  airs  of  Mr.  Morgan,  whom  it  ftated  to 
have  aiTumed  the  entire  dire£tion  of  the  enquiry,  and  to 
have  declared  in  fome  points^  that  he  would  not  let  the  wit- 
AeiTes  anfwer,  on  the  plea  that  his  clients  {hould  not  give 
evidence  againft  thetnfelves ;  on  others,  where  ftrpng  evi- 
dence was  offered,  that  it  was  too  foon  to  i>e  admitted,  and 
on  others  again,  that  it  was  offered  too  late.  It  further  de- 
clared, that  his  fhort-hand  writer  was  turned  out  of  the 
room,  and  not  fufFered  to  take  minutes ;  that  the  clerk  of 
the  works  ftruck  an  officer  ;  that  a  boatfwain  of  the  hofpital 
was  difcharged  from  his  place,  fdr  not  pulling  off  his  hat  of- 
ten enough  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Cooke,  and  a  great  variety 
of  other  matters  of  complaint. 

Upon  the  crofs-examination  of  Captain  Baillie,  Lord  Che- 
fterfield  afkcd  him,  how  he  knew  that  the  reverend  Mr. 
Cooke  offered  encouragement  to  thofc  who  would  fign  the 
paper  of  complaint  againft  him  ? 

Captain  Baillie  anfwered,  he  was  told  fo,  by  thofe  whom 
the  reverend  Mr.  Cooke  fpoke  to  on  the  occafioa,  and  de- 
clared that  Mr.  Cooke  gave  them  to  underftand.  Lord  Sand- 
wich would  be  pleafed  if  they  figned  the  paper. 

Being  queftioned,  as  to'his  knowledge  of  any  gratiiicatioD 
being  given  to  thofe  who  aded  againft  him. 

Captain  Baillie  faid,  he  believed  he  could  give  one  in- 
ftance,  and  that  was,  the  fon  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee 
of  enquiry,  Mr.  Cook,  (not  the  reverend  Mr.  Cooke)  had 
been  made  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  although  he  had  been 
only  three  years  at  fea ;  this  favour  he  confidered  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  father's  fervices  as  clerk  to  the  committee. 

Lord  Sandwich  alked  Captain  Baillie,  if  he  would  under- 
take to  fay  from  his  own  knoltrledge,  that  Mr.  Cook  had 
been  made  a  lieutenant  without  having  been  fix  years  at  fi^a, 
according  to  a£b  of  Parliament,  and  upon  what  authority  he 
took  upon  him  to  fay,  that  his  being  made  a  lieutenant  was 
"TL  reward  for  his  father's  fervices,  as  clerk  to  the  committee 
of  enquiry  ? 

Captain  Baillie  faid,  he  fuppofcd  it  was  as  a  reward  for  his 
father's  fervices  ;  that  he  underftood  the  young  man  was  not 
above  feventeen  years  of  age,  whereas  a  lieutenant  ought  to 
be  twenty,  and  he  knew  be  had  not  been  much  above  three 

years 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1779-        ,  D    E    B    A    T    E    S.  a47 

yean  at  fca,  though,  perhaps,  he  might  have  been  borne  on 
the  books  of  a  yacht  in  the  river. 

Lord  Sandwich  informed  the  committee,  that  it  was  an  in-  ^•'^^ 
variable  rule  in  the  navy,  never  to  promote  a  midfliipman  to  ^^''  ^  * 
a  lieutenancy,  till  he  had  been  fix  years  at  fea ;  that  if  Mr. 
Cook  had  been  part  of  his  time  on  the  books  of  a  yacht,  it 
wasjuft  the  fame  as  if  he  had  been  borne  upon  the  books  of  a 
firft  rate.  That  it  was  a  common  praftice  in  the  navy  ;  that 
there  was  not  the  fmallcft  irregularity  in  the  preferment  of 
Mr.  Cook ;  and  even  if  there  were,  it  lay  at  the  door  of  the 
examiners,  as  every  perfon  made  a  lieutenant  was  examined 
as  to  his  age  and  time  he  had  been  in  the  fervice,  and  was 
act  promoted,  till  he  produced  a  warranted  certificate  of  his 
ijualification. 

Captain  Baillie,  upon  further  queftioning,  faid,  that  pof- 
fibly  the  young  man  might  be  older  than  feventcen,  but  that 
he  had  never  heard  of  a  peHon  being  made  a  lieutenant  Who 
bad  only  been  three  years  in  a£tual  fervice  at  fca« 

Mr.  Cowley  was  next  called  to  the  bar,  and  examined  as  to  Mr.Gwi^i 
what  he  knew  of  the  conduft  of  the  committee.     He  ftated, 
that  he  was  a  ftationer  by  profeflion,  a  friend  of  Captain 
Baillie,  and  no  other  wife  acquainted  with  the  law  than  inci-        *    , 
Mentally,  and  as  other  men  of  obfervation  were,  who  had  not 
been  bred  to  the  profeflion.     That  he  had  attended  the  whole 
enquiry  as  the  advifer  of  Captain  Baillie     That  he  never  faw 
?.ny  bufinefs  conducted  in  a  more  uncandid  or  unfair  manner. 
That  the  fort  of  condufl  adopted  was  the  daily  and  repeated 
fubjeft  of  altercation  between  Captain  Baillie  and  the  court. 
That  Mr.  Morgan  had,  as  it  were,  an  entire  influence  over 
the  court.     That  he  managed  the  enquiry  juft  as  he  pleafed  ; 
that  he  took  upon  him  to  arrange  the  order  of  inveftigatjng 
the  charges,  and  agitated  fnch  only  as  he  thought  proper. 
That  the  charge  refpefting  landmen  being  in  the  hofpital, 
which  was  the  great  ground  and  mafter-fpring  of  all  the  reft, 
was  never  once  touched  upon,  Mr.  Morgan  faying,  the  court 
were  not  to  enquire  into  that  point ;  that  they  were  not  com- 
petent to  deckle  upon  it,  although  it  might  properly  be  the 
objeft  of  parliamentary  Inveftigation.     That  no  one  mem- 
ber of  the  court  was  prefent  the  whole  fucceffive  feven  days. 
That  Sir  Meyrick  Burrell  attended  one  day,  and  the  enquiry 
fufFcred  much  from  his  not  attending  oftener,  a^  he  appeared 
to  be  lefs  inflamed  againft  Captain  Baillie  than  any  of  the 
other  members,  who  were  in  too  angry  a  temper  with  Cap- 
tain Baillie^  to  judge  of  the  charges  dated  in  his  cafe,  v^^ilh 
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that  unrniBed  and  ferene  tone  of  mind  which  became  an  in- 
queft.  That  the  day  Sir  Meyrick  Burrell  was  prefenc,  it 
was  proved,  that  upwards  of  a  thoufand  yards  of  linen  were 
deficient  in  the  iheets  and  (hirts  of  the  penfidners,  not  one  of 
which  was  equal  to  what  the  fteward  had  himl'elf  expreifly^ 
declared  to  be  the  ftandard  of  the  hofpital.  That  Mr.  Caft, 
who  prefided  fix  of  the  feven  days,  had  given  Captam  Baillie 
a  promife,  that  when  Mr.  Morgan  had  gone  through  his  lift 
of  charges,  he  fhould  be  heard  fully.  That  on  the  feventh 
day,  Mr.  Barker  came  down  and  took  the  chair ;  that  he  be- 
haved the  whole  day  with  vehement  paifion  aad  violent  nide- 
nefs.  That  Mr.  Le  Fevre,  who  was  brought  by  Captain 
Baillie  as  a  witnefs,  was  in  a  very  harfh  manner  told  he 
ihould  not  be  heard,  and  that  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Le  Fe- 
.  vre's  father,  refpeAing  Captain  Baillie  (though  made  on 
bis  death-bed)  was  refufed  to  be  fuffered  to  be  delivered  and 
read.  That  when  the  court  attempted  to  examine  a  witnefs, 
refpefling  the  reverend  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Morgan  told  the 
court,  he  was  inftrufted  to  fay,  that  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 
defired  they  would  not  touch  upon  any  matter  refpeding 
him,  as  he  would  take  care  of  that  himfelf.  That  the  pro- 
mife  made  by  Mr.  Cuft  was  never  kept ;  that  Captain  Bail- 
lie  in  vain  attempted  to  have  feveral  material  charges,  or 
what  he  thought  material  charges,  enquired  into  ;  that  he 
cottid  not  get  the  court  to  view  the  infirmary,  though  within 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  place 
where  the  court  fat ;  and  that  almoft  every  day's  enquiry  af- 
forded a  frefh  proof  of  Mr.  Morgan's  undue  influence,  and 
Mr.  Baillie's  vain  efforts  to  be  heard  fairly.  Mr.  Cowley 
concluded  with  declaring,  that  the  feventh  day  was  a  day  of 
continual  altercation,  and  that  Mr.  Barker  on  that  day  put  a 
fudden  end  to  the  enquirv. 

In  corroboration  of  what  Mr.  Cowley  faid,  he  frequently 
referred  to  minutes  of  what  paiTed  at  the  committee  of  the 
enquiry,  drawn  up  irtimediately  while  the  committee  were 
fittng,  by  Captain  Baillie  and  himfelf.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
examination,  he  declared,  that  he  was  convinced,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  that  Captain  Baillie  had  a£led  more  like  a 
parent  to  the  penfioners,  than  their  fuperior  and  commander, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  their  intereft 
and'comfort.  That  his  con^ant  argument  about  the  money 
expended  in  new  embellifhments  of  the  hofpital  was,  that 
before  further  fums  were  fpent  in  making  a  building  finer, 
which  was  already  too  fine  for  its  purpofe,  it  would  be  right 
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0  take  care  that  thofe  who  lived  in  it,  were  well  fed  and  well 
loathed,  and  rendered  happy.       _     .        • 

No  other  Lords  fpoke  to  Mr,  Cowley  as  crofs-cxamincrs 
wit  Lord  Sandwich  and  Lord  Mansfield,  both  of  whofequef- 
ions  he  anfwcred  explicitly,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Morgan 
md  Mr.  Cuft,  as  perfons  who,  he  doubted  not,  would  cor- 
oborate  what  he  faid,  though  he  had  in  the  courfc  of  his 
:vidence  complained  of  the  condua  of  each. 

Mr.  Le  Fevre  was  called  to  corroborate  the  faft  of  his  Mr.  U 
>eiorr'rcfufcd  to  be  heard  as  an  evidence  againft  the  reverend  ''*'«"''• 
MrrCooke,  which  he  did  in  very  direa  terms. 

JohnRapiey,  a  penfioncr,  confirmed  the  charge  of  the  bad  ^obn^af- 
(Tattling,  and  fpoke  to  feveral  other  affertions.     He  gave  an  ^' 
boneft  eulogium  on  Captain  Baillie,  declarmg  he  was  rather 
the  father  of  the  pcnfioners,  than  their  governor ;  that  he 
was  a  feaman's  friend,  and  wifhed  to  do  all  the  penfioners 

iaftice.  ,  ,  ..  ,.    ,        ,  , 

Captain  Jilwright  ftated,  that  he  was  not  fully  heard  be-  Captiln 
fore  the  committee  of  enquiry,  and"  declared,  that  the  de- ^''«''«*'* 
ccafed  Mr.  Le  Fevre^s  declaration  was  put  into  his  hand  by 
Captain  Baillie,  and  twice  carried  by  him  to  the  committee 
of  enquiry,  but  that  they  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  CawUy  was  called  again  to  authenticate  the  dcclara-  Mr.  Cw 
tion.  He  faid,  he  attended  Mr.  Le  Fevre  on  hisdeath-bed;/^- 
that  he  had  a  long  converfation  with  him  refpeaing  Captain 
Baillie ;  that  at  his  defirehe  drew  up  from  his  words  a  paper, 
containing  his  .opinion  of  the  lieutenant  governor;  that  he 
read  it  to  Mr.  Le  Fevre,  who  approved  it  warmly,  and  fign- 
ed  it.  That  Mr.  Le  Fevre  was  at  the  time  perfeaiy  found 
in  mind,  though  very  much  otherwife  in  body.  That  his 
expreflions  refpeaing  Captain  Baillie  were  much  too  favour- 
able  in  themfclvcs  for  him  to  wiih  to  mend  or  alter  one  of 

them. 

Lieutenant  Smith  was  called,  to  know  how  he  had  been  Ucut, 
treated  by  the  committee  of  enquiry.  He  faid,  he  had  be-  ^''"''^• 
Tun  to  read  a  paper,  and  after  he  had  read  a  few  hnes,  that 
he  was  ftopped  by  Mr.  Morgan,  who  declared  it  to  be  a  libel 
on  his  clients ;  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  were  of 
a  different  opinion,  and  fufFered  him  to  proceed  in  reading 
his  written  addrefs. 

With  the  leave  of  the  committee,  he  produced  the  addref? 
and  read  it  at  the  bar.  _  .     . 

The  ihort-hand  writer  [John  Marjom]  was  exammed  as  to  John  Mar* 
his  being  turned  o\jt  of  the  room,  and  RQt  adqjitted  again,  M 
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though  brought  to  Greenwich  to  take  notes  of  What  paffc 
for  Captain  Baillie,     He  confirmed  the  affcrtion  fully 
Mr.  Mw'       Mr,  Morgan^  the  counfel,  was  then  called,  and  int( 
f*""  gated  as  to  his  aflertion,  that  he  was  intruded  to  tell  thi 

committee,  that  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  dcfired  they  woul( 
not  enquire  into  any  matter  refpeding  him. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  no  fuch  i.nftru£tions  from  die 
ble  Lord  ;  that  he  never  had  exchanged  a  fingle  word  wi 
^is  Lordfhip  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life.  That  he  & 
not  recolleft  having  ever  ufed  fuch  an  C3q>reffipn  ;  that  poffi- 
\Ay  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  given  in  evidence  thai 
day  might  be  owing  to  his  having  told  the  committee  thai 
they  were  not  competent  to  enquire  into  the  conduft  of  thK 
board  of  admiralty,  which  they  in  his  judgment  were  not. 

Mr.  Morgan  expatiated  very  amply  on  the  conduft  of  th( 
committee  of  enquiry,  declanng  uj^on  his  oath,  that  their 
conduft  was  the  moft  folemn,  candid  and  jufi,  that  coulij 
poflibjy  be  imagined  J  He  further  faid,  that  the  committee j 
went  through  the  examination  of  each  charge,  charge  by  1 
charge;  that  the  words  of  the  witnefles  were  taken  down] 
and  T^iA  to  them)  and  that  every  thing  was  done  refpcfting  j 
paptain  Baillic  that  juftice  required.  He  was  employed,  he 
faid,  as  counfel  for  the  individuals  attacked  in  Captain  Bail- 
lie's  cafe ;  was  the  advifer  of  filing  informations  ;  and  took 
a  large  folio  blank  book,  and  wrote  out  the  charges,  putting 
the  names  of  the  furveyor,  chaplain,  clerk  of  the  works,  and 
fteward,  to  each  liead  or  feparatc  charge,  but  did  not  tranf- 
pofe  the  charges  ;  on  the  contrary,  be  took  them  as  they  flood 
in  Captain  Baillie's  book. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  crofs-examined  Mr.   Morgan^ 
^nd  extorted  from  him,  ' 

That  the  committee  did  not  yifit  the  infirmary  ;  that  they 
never  enquired  into  the  charge  of  landmen  being  in  the  ho- 
fpital,  and  that  he  did  not  think  the  committee  were  compe- 
pnt  to  enquire  into  that  matter,  as  he  confidered  the  enquiry 
to  have  been  fct  on  foot,  in  confequencc  of  two  memorials 
which  had  beea  prefented  to  the  admiralty  from  the  direc- 
tors, and  the  civil  ofiicefs  of  the  hofpital,  complaining  of  theii 
being  calumniated  in  Captain  Baillie's  book  ;  for  which  rca- 
Ton,  he  faid," he  looked  upon  it,  that  the  enquiry  ought  to  be 
confined  to  fuch  charges  only  as  attacked  thofe  individuals. 

This  latter  declaration  cauftd  a  very  peremptory  and  clof^ 
examination  as  to  Mr.  Morgan's  idea  of  what  the  order  ol 
ibe  general  court  to  the  committee  meant. 
'•  :  ?  •  .       •  •  Th. 
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The  order  was  read,  and  Mr.  Morgan  perfifted  in  declar* 
r,  that  he  underftood  the  words  **  the  grounds  of  the  fe- 
ral charges/'  not  to  imply  all  the  charges  in  the  book,  but 
mean  only  the  charges  affecting  the  peribns  above-men«» 
ned,  for  that  he  confidered  the  whole  fentence  as  sL  relative* 
As  a  reafon  why  Mr.  Morgan  had  flopped  Captain  Baillie 
>m  producing  fuch  evidence  as  he  offered  from  time  to 
ae  to  the  committee,  and  complained  of  having  it  rejed- 
y  he  alledged  that  Captain  Bailie  ofiered  fucb  evidence  out 

time,  j>foducing  teftimony  relative  to  one  fa<%  when  ano« 
iv  was  under  cnquiryt  and  that  when  any   matter  went 
ainft  him,  his  conftant  cry  was  about  the  bull  beef  and' 
ur  beer. 

After  a  long  converfation  as  to  the  day  to  which  the  fur-^ 
er  proceedings  on  the  Greenwich  Hofpital  enquiry  (hould 
I  adjourned,  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  it  till  the  3d  of  May. 

Jprilz2. 
Private  bufinefs. 

April  2^. 
Earl  of  BriflaL  My  Lords,  I  am  jirft  to  return  your  Sari  of 
ord&ips  my  thanks  for  the  indulgence  you  have  given  me,  ^f^fi*^ 
I  the  putting  off  this  motion,  on  account  of  my  health,  till 
jw  'y  1  confefs  it  has  long  been  my  wifh  to  make  it,  as  I 
ink  it  a  motion  which  on  every  coniideration  I  am  obliged  to 
lake,  as  a  friend  to  this  yet  exlfting  conftitution,  as  a  friend 
>  bis  Majefty,  as  a  friend  to  my  country,  and  alfb  as  a  mem« 
sr  of  this  great  council  of  the  nat)on:  and  though,  perhaps^ 
I  thefe  polite  and  courtly  days,  this  motion  may  be  uncom-i^ 
ion,  yet,  look  in  your  journals,  your  Lordfhips  will  find  it  is 
\x  from  being  unprecedented ;  and,  therefore,  i  ihall  beg  your 
lOrdihips'  indulgence,  whilft  1  ftate  to  you  thofe  various  rea* 
3ns  that  have  induced  me  to  make  it ;  afltiring  your  Lord- 
iips,  that  I  have  no  other  motive  whatever  for  fo  doing,  nof 
onfideration  of  any  kind,  than  the  welfare  of  my  country, 
rbich  I  think  effentially  concerned  in  it;  and  I  make  no 
oubt  but  I  (ball  fully  prove  it ;  it  is  high  time  for  your 
>ord{bips  to  comply  with  fuch  a  motion. 

My  Lords,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  trouble  you  with  a  long 
Ictall  of  profeffional  anecdotes,  or  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
ninutia  of  the  navy ;  becaufe  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  coun« 
^  induces  me  (uniefs  urged  to  the  contrary)  to  leave  a  veil 
)ver  whatever  ought  to  be  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
'nemtes  Of  the  ftate :  I  ihall,  therefore,  confine  myfelf  t6  fuch 
E^nt  obfervations,  and  to  fuch  public  notorious  fads  in  the 
'  Kk  a  great 
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great  lines  of  the  conduit  of  that  department,  as  appear  tom^ 
to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  great  decline  of  the  navy,  witlj 
regard  to  their  want  of  (bips,  want  of  ftorcs,  want  of  pettj 
officers,  want  of  men,  want  of  difcipltne,  when  compad 
with  what  it  was  in  former  times,  and  within  my  memory. 

My  Lords,  the  unfuccefsful  attempts  that  were  laft  ycal 
made  by  fevera)  noble  Lords  near  me,  for  remedying  that  con 
^u£t  which  has  brought  the  navy,  and  confequently  the  nation| 
into  this  fituation,  give  melittle  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  nowl 
iince  the  fame  baneful  influence  prevails,  and  the  fame  ofiicia 
ignorance,  fallacy,  and  obftinacy,  prefides  over  that  depart 
ment,  and  which  hitherto  appears  to  have  been  fupportn 
againft  all  argument,  and  even  againft  all  demonftration ;  ya 
my  Lords,  no  confideration  whatever  (hall  pervent  me  dom 
my  duty  to  vs^y  King  and  my  country ;  as  I  am  quite  ini'm 
rent  as  to  the  mifconftrudions  which  the  noble  Lord  at  m 
head  of  the  admiralty  may  throw  out  upon  whatever  I  ma 
fay  on  this  head  to  your  Lordfhips,  and  knowing  the  purit 
of  my  intentions,  am  as  totally  indifferent  to  the  mifreprefen 
tations  that  may  be  made  of  me  elfewhere;  relying  on  bi| 
Majefty's  juftice,  goodnefs,  and  penetration,  as  I  do  u[ 
that  of  your  Lordfhips,  to  be  no  longer  deceived  by  the  argu| 
ments  and  aflertioiis  that  have  been  hitherto  made  ufe  of  ii 
defence  of  fuch  conduA :  my  Lords,  wbilft  I  have  breath,  { 
will  fpeak  to  your  Lordfhips  with  the  refpeA  I'oweyou,  bul 
with  that  freedom  alfo,  thftt  becomes  one,  who  profeiles,  ani 
will  prove  himfdf  on  every  occafion,  a  guardian  to  the  peopl^ 
and  an  independent  man.  | 

My  Lords,  your  Lordfhips  are  already  in  pbfltrffion  froi^ 
iaft  year  of  all  the  grants  that  have  been  made  by  Parliamed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  fince  the  year  1771,  wbkb  I  thin| 
amounts  to  the  enormous  fum  of  24,181,^38/.  ijs,  %d,  fol 
the  extra,  wear  and  tear,  and  ordinary  of  the  navy. 

Your  Lordfhips  are  alfo  in  pofTeiSon  of  the  flate  of  tbenavj 
at  that  period,  and  the  fiate  of  it  lafl  year  \  therefore  I  (hal 
not  in  this  moment  trouble  your  Lordfhips  with  a  rtpeatt^ 
daail  of  thofej  but  I  mufl  intreat  you  to  reflect  how  tholj 
immenfe  fupplics  have  or  have  not  anfwercd  your  expedationsj 
with  regard  to  keeping  up  and  encreafing  the  royal  navy,a( 
well  as  the  filling  all  our  magazines  with  all  the  difFeirnl 
necefTary  ftores,^  inflead  of  fufFering  the  too  well  known  defi^ 
cicncy  there  has  been  of  every  kind. 

Ihe  afTcrtions  thereupon  that  were  laft  year  held  forth  td 
your  Lordibips  by  the  £rft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  I  am  ooi 
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much  furpriz«Q  at,  encouraged  as  the  noble  Lord  has  been  by 
the  credulity  or  the  fcrvility  of  numbers  ;  which  w.e  may  ve- 
ry well  believe  have  often  induced  his  LoYdfliip  to  advance 
ivhatever  would  beft  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  moment;  but  ' 
how  well  thofe  afflcrtions  have  been  verified,  I  leave  for  every 
man  to  judge,  who  is  at  all  con verfant  in  dur  prefent  naval 
affairs. 

My  Lords,  the  fir  ft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  ftated  to  your 
Lordihips  early  laft  year,  that  he  had  then  a  fleet  ready  and 
fuperior  to*  that  of  France,  and  that  it  would  be  foon  equal  to 
that  of  France  and  Spain,  and  added  in  a  loud  and  triumphant 
tone  of  voice,  **  that  he  thought  a  firft  Lord  of  the  admi* 
ralty,  who  had  not  always  a  fleet  ready,  fuperior  to>the  united 
force  of  France  and  Spain,  was  not  fit  to  be  at  the  head  of 
that  department/' 

Thefe  were  nearly  his  Lordftiip's  words,  and  I  moft  heartily 
concur  with  him  in  that  do£lrine ;  but  1  muft  beg  leave  to 
examine  whether  or  not  the  noble  Lord  has  proved  his  theory 
by  his  praAice ;  and  then  I  flia]|  hope  your  Lordfhips  will 
for  once  take  the  noble  Lord  at  his  word. 

The  {hips  that  were  ftated  to  your  Lordfhips  the  beginning 
of  April,  1778^  to  be  ready  for  Tea,  were  then  only  thirty- 
five  {hips  of  the  line,  although  it  was  well  known  that  the 
armaments  of  France  and  bpain  had  been  a  long  timeincreaf*- 
ing  in  all  their  ports ;  and  that  we  had  been  fitting  out  fhip^ 
ever  Gnce  November,  1776. 

lAy  Lords,  the  accounts  that  were  rereived  by  government, 
fo  early  as  in  January,  1778,  of  the  fitting  of  the  Toulon 
fquadron,  and  the  progrefs  of  that  fquadron,  one  would  have 
imagined  would  have  a  wakened  the  fupinenefs  of  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, or,  at  Jeaft,  that  it  would  have  prompted  the  firft  Lord 
of  that  board  (who  I  look  upon  in  every  light  as  the  marine 
minifter,  and  anfwerable  as  fuch)  to  have  followed  the  maxima 
of  all  thofe  great  fca-officers  who  had  been  bis  predeceflbrs 
in  that  office,  to  have  immediately  fern  ten  or  twelve  fhips  of 
the  line  to  Gibraltar;  which  would  have  ef)>f dually  prevented 
theconfequences,  and  defeated  the  intentions  of  that  French 
armament ;  prevented  that  fquac  ron  from  paffing  through  the 
Streights,  or  at  leaft  pafiing  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  have 
defeated  their  further  purfu? is ;  (hewn  protedion  and  Counte- 
nance to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca;  prevented 
the  infultof  blockading  thofe  ports,  by  a  number  of  privateers 
And  frigates,  prote£led  the  Engltfh  factories  at  the  diflTerenC 
ports  there;  prote^ed  your  trade  alfo  in  thpfe  feas,  which  Lwill 
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venture' to  affirm  no  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  nor  any  mi- 
nifter,  ever  dared  to  have  (b  totally  abandoned  before;  and 
would  have  prevented  the  difgracenil  and  ignominious  figure 
you  have  made  to  all  the  diiFerent  powers  and  ftates  on  each 
fide  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  from  theStreights  of  Gibralur 
up  to  the  coaft  of  Svria. 

My  Lords,  had  they  fent  ten  or  twelve  (hips  of  the  line  in 
January,  when  by  the  accounts  now  given  to  your  Lordfhips, 
and  on  the  Cable,  there  were  feventy  ihips  of  the  line  in 
commiffion,  and  I  am  certain  there  were  not  above  twelve  of 
the  line  then  abroad  in  all  the  foreign  fcrvices,  and  though 
we  were  told  in  April  that  it  was  impoffible  lot  you  to  detach; 
how  to  reconcile  this  I  know  not;  but  I  know  that  had  you 
then  fent  the  ten  or  twelve  ihips  I  mentioned,  there  would 
have  been  no  neceffity  afterwards  of  fending  fo  many  (hips 
as  you  were  obliged  to  do  at  laft,  with  Vice-Admiral  Byn>n, 
to  fo  diftant  a  part  as  America;  where  it  was  well  known, 
from  all  private  intelligence  (fuppofing  government  to  have 
bad  none  at  all)  that  this  Toulon  fquadron  muft  have  been 
bound.  The  embarking  of  Monfieur  Gerard  xm  board  the 
Languedoc,  the  quantity  and  fort  of  doathing  that  was  put  on 
board  this  fquadron,  with  many  other  concurring  indications, 
well  known  here,  pTroved  their  deftinatioq  almoft  to  a  certain- 
ty. And  yet,  after  all  the  moft  tedious  efiorts  to  colled  a 
force,  after  all  their  ajfi<;rtions,  and  after  all  the  warnings  gi- 
ven them,  and  that  no  detachments  were  made  out  of  tbefe 
(eventy  Ihips  of  the  line  upon  paper,  there  were  only  thirty- 
'  one  or  the  line  that  could  be  coUeded  at  Spithead  for  that  very 
famous  naval  review :  and  which  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that 
had  we  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  had  a  fea-oificer  fit  the  head 
of  the  admiralty,  thofe  (hips  would  not,  at  that  critical  time, 
and  in  that  fituation^  either  have  been  coileded  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe,  or  rendezvoufed  at  fuch  a  place,  and  where  th^  were 
detained  fo  long  ufelefs,  for  an  objed,  that  I  am  equally  con*' 
fideqt  would  never  have  been  permitted,  had  the  bad  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  it  to  the  many  different  fervices  that 
then  claimed*  our  attention,  been  properly  and  dutifully  repre* 
fented  to  his  Majefty.  But  all  that  was  (o  ably  laid  before  your 
Lord(hips  laft  year,  by  many  noble  Lords  who  now  hear  me^ 
that  I  need  not  remind  your  Lord(hips  of  the  detrimental  fol- 
ly of  that  meafure :  the  great  lofs  it  was  to  your  trade,  and 
the  expofing  at  that  tinie  all  your  fettlements,  were  the  confe- 
fequrnces.  But  none  were  more  dangerous  than  the  detain- 
ing Vice- Admiral  Byroa  fo  long  before  he  was  detached  to 
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America;  that,  my  Lords,  was  more  than  folly ;  it  was  a  capital 
crime :  for  fince  no  fhips  were  fent  to  the  Mediterranean  ta 
Aop  the  French  fquadron  from  paffinj;  tfaofe  Streights,  that 
officer  ought  to  have  been  inftantly  (cnt  away  to  join  Lord 
Howe  in  the  Delaware,  or  at  New- York,  when  firft  they 
knew  of  MonfieurD'Eftaing's  failing,  and  which  they  had 
fufficient  time  for,  as  that  fquadron  had  a  moft  uncommon 
and  extraordinary  long  pailage,  of  .above  thirty  days,  down 
the  Mediterranean :  for  the  fecuring,  at  all  events,  your 
fleet  and  aftny  then  in  America,  was  mrely  the  firft,  nay,  in- 
deed, the  only  objed,  and  would  have  prevented  the  difa- 
fters  Vice- Admiral  Byron  met  with,  by  being  ordered  to 
Halifax,  fo  fhr  to  the  northward;  and  where  if  be  had  ar- 
rived, he  would  have  had  as  long  a  paiTage  to  have  encoun- 
tered again  from  Halifax  to  New- York.  But  this  delajr  of 
fending  Vice- Admiral  Byron's  fquadron  had  nearly  occauon- 
ed  the  lofs  of  all  Lord  Howe's  ihips  in  the  Delaware  (an 
efcapc  of  only  three  or  four  days)  together  with  all  the  tranf- 
ports,  viduallers,  and  ftore-fhips  then  attending  the  army  ; 
and  which,  probably,  from  their  fituation,  and  that  of  the 
enemy's  army,  would  have  occafioned  the  ruin  of  that  under 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  which  neither  the  vigilance  nor  the  bra- 
very of  either  Lord  Howe  or  Sir  Henry.  Clinton  could  have 
forefeen  or  have  prevented  ;  and  which  army  might,  in  that 
cafe,  be  now  as  totally  forgot  and  abandoned  as  that  unhappy 
brave  fetof  men  are  who  were  loft  at  Saratoga, 

And  bow  were  thefe  Ihips  of  Vice- Admiral  Byron's  fitted  ? 
My  Lords,  they  were  all  drafted,  and  then  fitted  from  the 
fleet  deftined  for  Admiral  Keppel,  and  then  under  his  com- 
mand :  that  very  fleet,  which  was  then  known  to  be  the  only 
fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  our  only  dependence;  that 
very  fleet  which  was  to  proteft  us  from  the  trump'd-up  report 
of  an  invafion  ;  that  blown  up  bubble  (pardon the  exprcffion, 
my  Lords)  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  people  from  their 
more  immediate  misfortunes.  Stores  and  provifions  of  every 
kind  that  v^s  wanted,  were  taken  from  that  fleet  to  fit  out 
and  equip  Vice- Admiral  Byron's  fquadron ;  and  I  leave  your 
Lordfhips  to  judge  the  fituation  our  magazines  were  in,  when 
I  tell  you,  and  aiTert  it  for  truth^  that  the  main-tacks  of  the 
Valiant,  and  other  cordage  reavcd  in  that  fhip,  and  in  the 
Ramrllies  (then  under  orders  with  Admiral  Keppel)  wereun- 
rcaved,  and  given  to  fome  of  Vice- Admiral  Byron's  fhips, 
before  he  cpuld  fail ;  and  wha  did  not  fail  till  the  9th  of  June^i 
I  which 
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which  was  near  two  months  after  Monfieur  D*Eftaing  had 
{ailed  from  Toulon.     At  laft  Admiral  Keppel  was  direded  to 
fail  the  13th  of  June,  with  the  remaining  twenty  fhips  of  the 
line  under  his  command,  and  proceed  off  Breft,  with,  I  be- 
lieve, only  two  or  three  frigates  at  moft,  with  aiTurance^ 
that  he  was  then  equal  to  the  Breft  fleet,  which  muft  prove  to 
your  Lordfhips,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  fecret  fcrvicc 
money  allowed  and  charged,   that  either  the  admiralty  had 
no  true  intelligence,  or  elfe,  that  they  negligently,  or  wilful- 
ly expofcd  the  Britifh  fleet  to  a  far  fuperior  one  of  France, 
together  with  all  the  trade  from  the  Eaft  and  Wcft-Indics, 
from  the  Mediterranean,  and  from  all  other  parts,  which  was 
then  hourly  expeftcd,  and  which,  at  that  tiaie,  fpread  fo  uni- 
verfal  an  alarm  through  the  whole  kingdom,   that  there  was 
fcarce  a  merchant  who  did  not  expeJl  a  moft  fevere  blow  to 
his  capital ;  fuch  was  the  notorious  conduft  of  the  admiralty, 
fuch  the  ikill  of  the  flrft  Lord  diredor  of  it,  and  (uch  the  nar- 
row cfcapc  thefe  kingdoms  had,  from  fuch  condu£t ;  for,  my 
Lords,  Admiral  Keppel  no  fooner  arrived  upon  his  fiation,  but 
by  intercepted  intelligence,  which  he  obtained  from  the  French 
frigates,  that  Providence  threw  in  his  way ;  but  which  wc 
muft  alfo  be  convinced  he  was  not  inftru£led  to  make  cap- 
tures of,  as  he  never  has  received  approbation  for  having  ta- 
ken them  ;  he  found,  by  thefe  frigates,  that  the  French  fleet 
confifted  of  thirty-two  fliips  of  the  line  at  Breft,  thirty  of 
which  were  then  in  the  road  ready  for  fca,  with  many  heavy 
frigates. 

The  judicious  rcfolution  immediately  taken  by  that  officer  1 
to  return  to  England,  and  have  his  fleet  re-inforced,  equallcdj 
the  manoeuvre  of  the  greateft  admirals;  and,  for  aught ^ 
know,  faved  this  country  from  a  fevere  blow:  for  had  the 
French  fleet  been  out,  and  off  Breft,  when  Admiral  Keppel 
firft  appeared  there,  I  know  not  what  might  have  been  tho 
confequences ;  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  of  ours,  to  thirtr 
Ihips-  of  the  line  of  theirs ;  they  fo  primely  manned,  am 
our  fliips,  I  will  ftill  fay  it,  and  aver  it,  fo  defcSive  both  ia 
petty  officers  and  good  lea  men,  at  a  time  that  you  had  net 
twenty  more  fhips  to  depend  upon,  nor  could  you  have  coU 
leflcd  twenty  more,  let  your  paper  accounts,  here  given  \n^ 
be  what  they  will ;  I  will  aflert  and  prove  it  tobe  fo ;  whiclj 
muft  have  left  all  your  trade,  all  )Ourcoafts  expofed,  ai 
perhaps  thefe  kingdoms  at  that  moment,  open  to  infults. 

I  repeat  it,  my  Lords,  there  never  was  a  more  alarmin] 
inftance  of  the  blundering  ignorance,  or  fomething  woric 
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in  the  admiralty-board,  for  fending  this  very  inferior  force 
out  at  that  moment  ;  nor  ever  was  a  more  judicious,  falutary 
flep  taken,  than  that  which  Admiral  Keppel  took,  of  imme- 
diately returning  to  be  re-inforced  :  the  admiral  (though 
unufed  to  withdraw  from  an  enemy,  through  a  long  feries  of 
fuccefsful  and  honourable  fervices)  was  indifferent  to  what 
the  difappointments  of  ignorant  expedation  might  throw  oti 
him ;  he  determined  not  to  rifk  the  fate  of  this  country, 
then  relying  on  that  only  fleet,  and  entrufted  to  his  condud:, 
as  well  as  his  bravery,   nor  even  riik  the  honour  of  its  flag 
againft  fuch  an  unexpeAed,  fuch  a  fuperior  force.     The  con- 
fequenccs  of  that  return  were  very  diflFerent  to  himfelf  from 
what  he  had  reafbn  to  expe£l ;  inftead  of  applaufe  and  tefti- 
moniesV>f  approbation  for  his  conduft,  the  tools  and  fcrib- 
blers  of  power  were  employed  in  every  quarter  of  the  town, 
to  whifper  and  write  away  his  exalted  character,  by  throwing 
out  every  where,  that  he  had  feized  that  opportunity  of  an 
imaginary  torce  to  facrifice  the  trade,  and  every  thing  elfe,  to    . 
his  political  revenge :  the  peniioned  vehicles  of  infamy,  detrac- 
tion and  villainy,  poured  forth  the  dictates  of  their  more  infa- 
mous and  profligate  proteftors  and  paymafter,  not  only  by 
averting  that  Admiral  Keppel's  return  to  port  was  in  hopes 
of  ruinmg  the  miniflry,  but  alfo  by  a  conilant  abufe  on  all 
thofe  whofe  experience,  and  whofe  judgement  in  naval  mat- 
ters, juftified  the  admiral's  condud,  and  who  dared  to  with- 
fland  the  extended  rod  of  power  by  fordoing;  and  thefc  were 
the  reports  of  the  diy,  thefe  the  grateful   returns  he  then 
met  with;  and  thefe  the  feeds  that  weie  then  fown,  and  in- 
tended to  produce  his  deftruftion  hereafter ;  till  they  received 
fuch  proofs  of  their  own  blundering  ignorance,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  be  lilent ; .  and  in  the  greatcft  confternation, 
the  firfl  Lord  of  the  admiralty  forgot  his  ufual  oftentatious 
parade,  and  went  down  himfelf  poft,   to  St.   Helen's,    to 
court  the  admiral's  being  filcnt,  promifing  to  exert  every  po- 
wer, and  to  drain  every  other  fervice,  to  enable  Admiral 
Keppel  to  return  to  fea  again,  and  face  the  eneiiiy's  fleet ; 
although  it  was  the  9th  of  July  before  only  four  (hips  could 
be  got  to  join  Admiral  Keppel,  then  at  St.  Helen's ;  at  laft, 
when  arrived  in  his  ftation,  they  got  equal  numbers  to  the 
French ;  and  how  did  this  fleet  go  out  a  fecond  time,  my 
Lords  ?  A  number  of  fhips,  it  is  true,  with  fbme  of  the 
very  bed  and  ableft  officers  in  the  fervice  for  their  comman- 
ders, but  manned  from  whatever,   and  wherever  they  could 
colleft  any  thing,  and  with  fuch  a  deficiency  of  petty  officers, 
as  every  officer  in  the  fleet, » who  is  not  awed  by  that  all-po- 
VoL.  XIL  LI  wcr- 
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werfal  prefider  ;^t  tile  admiralty-board^  will  not  befitate  to  ac- 
ksiowlcdge,  was  a  great  loTs  to  us  on  the  ayth  and  aSthof  Ju- 
ly ;  petty  officers  being  the  very  life  of  a  fhip's  company  at 
all  times,  and  mach  morefo  when  in  aAion ;  and  yet  I  could 
never^  in  the  laft  peace,  whilft  I  fat  at  that  board,  prevent 
the  noble  Lord  from  uking  fuch  fteps  as  turned  that  valua- 
ble clafs  of  men  almoft  all  out  of  the  fervice,  and  dilcouragcd 
all  others  from  coming  into  it ;  and  fo  much  was  this  error 
felt,  that  I  know  for  a  certainty,  they  were  fo  deficient,  even 
in  the  flag-fhips,  that  an  admiral  on  that  command  has  fiocc 
declared,  that  he  was  often  obliged  to  do  the  duty  of  his  cap* 
tain,  his  captain  of  the  lieutenant,  and  the  lieutenant  of 
the  midfhipman,  for  want  of  petty  officers.  The  feventy- 
four  gun  fhips  were  all  deficient  fifty  feamen  each  fhip,  of 
their  war  complement,  which,  from  a  mature  deliberation, 
and  earneft  recommendation  of  thegreateft  fea-officers  in  the 
laft  war,  (Lord  Anfon,  Lord  Hawke,  Admiral  Bofcawen, 
Admiral  Pocock,  and  many  others  ;  and  when  I  name  Ad- 
miral Pocock,  give  me  leave  to  obfenw,  my  Lords,  that  I 
wonder  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  officer  as  he  was  to  the  fervice  did 
not  make  them  more  cautious  how  they  difobliged  other  great 
officers.)  I  fay,  from  their  recommendation  this  was  efta- 
bliftied,  by  order  of  council ;  and  which  deficiency  was  fevcre- 
ly  fell  in  the  laft  engagement,  as  1  know  from  i'evcral  of  the 
very  beft  officers  1  have  converfed  with  on  the  fubjcd,  that 
the  fizeof  our  prefent  74  gun  Ihips  will  not  admit  of  fuch  a 
redoftion  of  their  laft  war's  complement. 

My  Lords,  I  fliall  make  oootherobfervation  to  your  Lord- 
fhips  upon  Admiral  Kcppel's  return  to  fea  after  having  been 
fitted  at  Plymouth,  fincc  the  aftion  of  July,  than  that  this 
fl^et,  for  want  of  ftorcs,  &c.  was,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the 
whole  world,  not  able  to  get  to  fea  again  for  many  days  after 
it'Was  known  the  French  fleet  had  been  failed  again  from 
Breft,  and  then  returned  with  fifhed  mafts  and  yards,  for 
want  of  others  be'ng  in  ftore. 

My  Lords,  I  have  already  told  your  Lordfhips  why  I  will 
not  cnterintoadifcuffionof  the  reaibns  which  prevented,  for 
many  weeks  after  Admiral  KeppePslaft  return  to  port,  the 
getting  outonly«ten  or  twelve  ihips  of  the  line,  which*  were 
intended  to  have  failed  with  Sir  Joha*  Lockhart  Rof$,  until 
at  length  wefterly  winds  fat  in,  and  blocked  tip  all  your  fhips 
and  all  your  trade,  whilft  only  two  fhips  of  the  line  and  one 
ftigate  were- then  cruizing  in  the  bay.  Was  there  ever  a  firua- 
tion  fo  baneful  to  the  trade,  fo  difgraceful  and  fo  deftruAive 
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tothecountry  ?  Look,  my  Lords,  back  to  that  period :  though 
we  had  then  been  fo  long  at  open  hoftilities  with  France,  and 
threatened  by  Spain,  -bad  you  at  that  moment,  or  have  yon 
even  now,  any  fqnadron,  or  any  thin^  but  a  poor  old  iixty- 
gun  ihip  Witn  two  or  three  frigates,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
with  a  vice-admiral's  flag,  creeping  from  port  to  port,  whilft 
the  French  were  over-running  thole  feas  with  a  iquadron  off 
feven  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  under  the  Chevaliet 
de  Fabre's  command  ? 

Your  Leeward  Iflands  were  till  laft  February  left  in  as  bad 
a  condition  ;  only  two  fhips  of  the  line  with  rear-admiral 
Barrington ;  to  which,  and  the  abfurd  inilru£lions  given  to 
that  officer  at  that  time,  you  owe  the  lofs  of  that  valuable 
Ifland  of  Dominica,  as  you  do  the  fafety  of  the  odiers  to  his 
good  judgment,  in  having  broke  his  orders  at  laft  to  defend 
them,  as  you  may  fee  by  a  letter  1  have  in  my  hand  from  An* 
tigua, 

Jamaica  vras  left  till  now  with  only  one  fliip  of  the  lipe, 
andin  the  greateftdiflrefs. 

The  Eaft-Indies,  where  one  (hould  have  imagined  the  no- 
Ue  Lord,  from  his  lately  acquired  lucrative  connexions  with 
thedireftors  of  that  company,  would  have  taken  earlier  and 
better  care,  had  only  two  fhips  of  the  lint  till  this  moment  ; 
and  though  the  company,  from  its  powerful  fituation  by  land, 
has  made  an  acquifition  there,  yet  what  merit  in  that  acquifi- 
tion  has  our  admiralty  ? 

My  Lords,  in  the  laft  war  you  had  vi  Aorious  fquadrons  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  you  had  cruizers  well  appointed 
and  judicioufly  ftattoned  in  every  place  for  the  proteAion  of 
yoar  trade,  and  for  the  annoyance  of  that  of  your  ene- 
mies, and  a  moft  powerful  fleet  befides  to  prote£):  your  own 
coafts,  and  infult  the  ports  of  your  enemies,  from  whence 
they  fcarcc  ever  dared  to  ventur*. 

Does  this  fituation  tally  with  the  account  given  in  upon 
paper,  of  the  (hips  in  commiffion  ?  My  Lord.s,  if  there  are 
fuch  numbers  in  commiffion,  and  not  fit  for  employment, 
iimrefhame  forthofe  who  commiffioned  them  ;  it  isjob-work, 
it  is  borough,  work,  it  is  to  ferve  the  purpofe  ot  venality, 
and  it  is  to  deceive  your  Lbrdfhips  in  your  enquiries  :  but, 
my  Lords,  let  what  will  be  the  fate  of  this  enquiry  here,  the 
prying  world,  the  people  of  England,  will  not  be  fo  deceived  : 
and  I  hope  they  •will  know  I  have  done  my  duty  by  th?m. 

Does  this  fituation  prove  the  aflVriions  of  the  firft  Lord  of 

theadmiralty,  with  regard  to  his  pompous  ani  often  boafted 

ftatcof  our  navyj  when  he  told  your  Lord fliip?  alio,  that  he 
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had  more  {hips  ready  for  fea  than  in  the  moft  flourifhing  year 
of  laft  war,  that  of  1759?  My  Lords,  look  at  their  own  ac- 
counts of  what  {hips  were  employed  in  1759 ;  even  thefeteli 
you  there  were  114  (hips  of  the  line,  December,  1759,  and  in 
^1'  3039  with  frigates,  &c.  but,  my  Lords,  by  a  much  more 
accurate  account  1  have  in  my  hand,  which  was  made  out 
with  all  thecircumfpedion  and  exadnefs  poffible ;  for  as  able, 
exad,  and  as  great  an  accountant  as  ever  fat  at  that  board,  or 
the  treafury,  and  as  great  a  man,  no  one  can  doubt  of  my  mean- 
ing Mr.  Grenville  when  1  fo  defcribe  that  late  valuable  man — 
there  were  at  that  period  158  (hips  of  the  line,  and  234  frigates, 
j20of  the  firft  and  164  of  the  latter  were  then  actually  em- 
ployed at  fea.  My  Lords,  I  {ball  not  run  into  any  unnecef- 
farydeuil,  but  I  could  tell  .your  Lord{hips  theexatl  number 
of  {hips  and  frigates  that  you  had,  and  all  thofe  that  were 
employed  for  each  year  fince  the  Revolution,  with  every  mi« 
nute  charge  of  every  diiFerent  branch,  relative  to  the  civil  or 
military  departments  of  the  navy,  with  their  different  num- 
ber of  men  granted  and  em  ployed  each  year  in  all  the  different 
branches  ;  and,  my  Lords,  were  I  to  run  through  it,  it  would 
furprize  and  alarm  your  Lordfhips,  to  fee  theincreafe  of  naval 
cxpence  within  thefe  few  years,  and  the  decreafe  of  your  num- 
bers, as  well  as  your  naval  reputation,  fmce  the  year  1771* 

But,  my  Lordsy  what  are  all  thofe  arguments  of  the  no- 
ble Lord's  to  us  i  If  faying,  that  he » has  as  many  {hips  as 
in  former  times,  be  all  he  has  to  plead  in  his  j unification, 
he  muft  pardon  me,  if  I  fay,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  our 
prefent  fituation  ;  for  if  for  many  years  pa{l,  and  during 
that  noble  Lord's  prefiding  at  the  board  of  admiralty,  and 
taking  upon  himfelf,  as  I  know  he  does  in  effe£t,  the  fole 
powers  and  diredions,  as  if  Lord  high  admiral ;  if,  I  fay, 
his  Lord{hip  has  known,  what  we  all  know,  and  what  we 
now  prove  to  be  true,  that  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
have  been  daily  augmenting,  what  fisnifies  what  our  fleets 
formerly  were  ?  why  has  not  his  Lordmip  augmented  ours  al- 
fo  ?  It  has  not  been  from  want  of  money  or  power  ;  the  no- 
ble Lord  has  repeatedly  told  us  fo  himfelf;  and  we  know  that 
he  has  had  of  both,  far  exceeding  any  of  his  predeceffors  in 
the  laft  war  ;  far  exceeding  even  what  the  Duke  of  York  had, 
when  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  and  when  all  the 
fluiccs  of  the  treafury,  were  open  to  his  commands,  and  al- 
moft  all  the  royal  power  of  his  brother  deputed  to  him  for 
that  purpofe.  How  that  power  has  been  mifufed,  or  how  that 
money  has  been  mifapplicd,  the  public  have  a  right  to  enquire 
into^  and  to  be  made  acquainted  with ;  and  I  hope  your  Lord- 
4  fliips 
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ips  will  not  prevent  the  means  of  doing  it ;  by  leaving  the 
^wcT  in  the  hands  of  him,  who,  whilft  he  has  it,  will  ufe  it 
» defeat  your  enquiries. 

My  Lords,  'tis  fomething  paft  my  compreheniion,  and  has 
mediing  more  than  the  appearance  of  negle£k  ^wherever 
at  lays.)  What  is  become  oT  the  navy,  or  what  is  become 
'  the  money  granted  for  it  ? 

It  is  a  plain  queftion ;  the  people  of  England  expe£l  an  ex- 
icit  anfwer. 

My  Lords,  I  ftated  to  your  Lordfhips  the  laft  year,  and  it 
on  your  table,  that  when  that  excellent  officer,  that  great 
id  good  man.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  (now  Lord  Hawke)  left 
le  admiralty -board,  the  latter  end  of  1770,  or  beginning  of 
;7 1,  he  left  on  the  navy  lift,  which  I  have  in  my  hand, 
1 39  fhips  of  the  line 

81  then  fit  for  fervice  - 

1 2  repairing 

14  building 

32  in  a  doubtful  ftate 

Makes  139,  befidesfeven  foreign  fhips  purchafed. 

What  fhips  have  fince  been  broke  up,  or  what  fhips  have 
ten  fince  built,  either  in  the  King's  or  the  merchants  yards, 
will  not  afcertain,  though  I  have  a  pretty  authentic  account 
1  my  hand  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  navy,  becaufe  your 
iOrdfliips  thought  proper  to  refufe  me  the  necefTary  and  of- 
iciai  informations  which  I  requefted  ;  but  as  I  fuppofe  that 
our  Lordfhips  refufed  thofe  papers  from  confiderations  of 
tate,  I  will  not  fay  more  ;  but,  my  Lords,  this  I  know  and 
nil  fay,  that  the  fum  of  ^.24,181,938,  ijs.  ad.  has  been 
[ranted  for  naval  purpofes  fince  the  year  1771. 
.  Where  then  is  the  produce,  where  die  cffefts  of  fuch  im- 
nenfe,  fuch  extraordinary,  unprecedented  iums  ? 

The  fleet  might  have  been,  atleaft,  one  half  augmented, 
romonly  a  due  proportion  of  that  money  having  been  pro* 
«rly  applied  to  the  repairing  and  building  of  the  royal  navy  : 
nftead  of  which,  the  navy  of  England  is  now  confiderably 
educed*  I  will  ftate  to  your  Lordfhips  the  whole  of  our 
narine  for^e  on  the  26th  day  of  Oftobcr  laft,  when  Admi- 
ral Keppel  Returned  to  port,  a  remarkable  period,  and  one  at 
i^hich  it  was  natural  to  imagine  all  onr  utmoft  efforts  had  been 
exerted,  having,  as  I  faid  before,  been  fo  long  at  open  hoftili- 
ties  with  France,  and  cxpcfting  every  day  to  be  fo  with 
S^ain« 
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The  fleet  for  fervice  fiood  thenoidy  thus  : 
The  (hips  under  Admiral  Keppd's 

orders  were  —  33  of  the  line. 

Returned  from  America  were  4 

At  Spithead  for  different  liervkes  and 

fitting  — i— — .  7— 3  of  whiditnbfx 

iea. 
.Portfinouth  harbour  (a  firft  rate)         i  fitting- 
Plymouth  (ditto)  —  I 
Chatham                ■  ■     '  ■■                 3  ditto  to  reoeivc mcB. 
The  river                   — —  i 
Mediterranean                —  i 
Jamaiica                   — —                   t 
Leeward  Iflands            — -              2 

Eaft  Indies  2 

St.  Helena  —  i 

North  America,  in  all         -—  17 

Total     74  j 

9  of  idiich  wot  flor 

manned^  and  oqIt 

r—      comii^  fbnrod, 

therefore  only  65  of  thefe  were  cm- 

ploved,  and  many  of  them  already  comfdaining. 

Yet,  my  Lords,  by  the  accounts  given  in  on  the  table,  is 
that  very  month  of  0£lober,  1778,  they  protend  to  tellyos, 
they  had  ninety-one  fhips  of  the  line  in  commiffion — ^Wlce 
were  they,  when  only  fixty^five  were  employed  at  hoia 
and  abroad  at  fo  critical  a  moment,  and  when  they  adsor-j 
led^  that  your  whole  force  was  required  ?  My  Lords,  it  b 
fi£kion,  jt  IB  fallacy^  and  it  is  delufion  ! 

My  Lords,  ail  this  is  a  matter  that  I  fhould  think.  wtnU 
Jlagger  and  akrm  all  your  former  confidence ;  it  does  oduk; 
and,  I  vow  to  God,  I  fpeak  only  for  the  good  of  my.coootry, 
and  from  no  other  motive  do  I  appeal  to  your  coofcieoces. 
But  let  us  for  a  moment  examine  this  pretty  lift  of  tfieirs. 

In  the  month  of  march  they  tell  us  there  were  ia  cocd- 
miffion  feventy-four  ftiips  of  the  line. 

My  Lords,  the  fleet  under  Admi- 
ral Kcppcfs  orders  then  were'  31 
With  Lord  Howe  were         —  6  which   they  bad  no 

reafon    to  cxpcftl 
—       were  collefied.     I 


Carry  over 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1779-  DEBATES.  263 

Brought  OYcr  37 

:  Jamaica                —  i 

.ft  Indies        —               —  2 

eward  Iflands            —  2 

editerranean                —  i 

43 

What  then  became  of  the  other  thirty-one,  that  weconld 
»t  then  detach  to  the  Mediterranean ;  that  we  could  not 
3d  tD  reinforce  Lord  Howe  ;  that  we  could  not  reinforce 
niaica,  nor  the  Leeward  Iflands^  nor  the  Eaft  Indies,  nor 
ve  a  cmizing  iquadron  to  proteft  our  coafts  from  the  pri* 
teers  ? 

My  Lords,  in  the  month  of  May  there  are  faid  to  be  ie« 
mty-eight  in  commiifion  of  the  line,  beiides  fifdi  rates, 
:t  Admiral  Keppel  was  fent  out  againft  thirty-two  of  the 
rench  with  only  -  20  of  the  Ime  of  ours, 

ice- Admiral  Bjrron  failed  with       1 3  to  America, 
ord  Howe  remained  with  his  6 

unaica  remained  with  •  i 

.ccward  lihnds  with        —  2 

.aft  Indies  with  —  2 

uid  the  forlorn  Mediterranean  ftill 
with  — —  I 

In  all        45 

Where  then  were  the  remaining  33  that  neither  Admiral 
Ceppel  could  have  more  againft  the  French  fuperior  force, 
be  Mediterranean  any,  or  that  in  all  this  time  you  had  no 
niizers,  nor  could  your  lilands  be  reinforced  ? 

How  ftood  the  numbers  in  Auguft,  my  Lords,  after  the 
ifiion,  when  Admiral  Keppel  having  been  reinforced  in  June, 
eturned  to  fea  from  Plymouth  to  look  for  the  French  fleet 
igain,  which  had  got  to  fea  ten  days  before  ours  ? 

The  lift  given  in,  tells  us,  there  were  then  eighty -eight 
hips  of  the  line  in  commiflion. 

Yet  Admiral  Keppel  returned  with 
his  fame  —        —        30  crippled  as  they  wci  e; 

Vice- Admiral  Byron  was  gone  with 

his  13 

Carry  OTCjf       43 
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Brought  over    43 
Vice- Admiral  Lord  Howe  remained 

as  before  with  his           —  6 

Jamaica  continued  with          —  i 

Leeward  Iflands  with         —  2 

Eaft  Indies  with               —  2 

The  Mediterranean  with  i 

'  No  cruizcfs,  and  therefore  in  all  55  . 
What  then  becomes  of  the  remaing  thirty-three,  in  all  thcfe 
months,  that  none  could  yet  be  detached  to  reinforce,  tore* 
Heve,  nor  to  cruiz« ;  nor  were  there,  on  Oftobcr  the  26th, 
when  Admiral.  Keppel.  returned  to  Portfmouth,  ten  fail  of 
the  line  ready  to  put  to  fea,  though  (as- 1  faid  before)  thcj 
wanted  that  number  to  go  with  Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs,  to 
cruize  at  that  time,  and  who  was  to  have  been  fent  out 
chiefly  with  ftiips  eoropofed  of  thofe  returned  with  Admiral 
Keppel ;  but,  however,  they  were  fo  long  a  coUeding  aod 
getting  refitted,  that  wefterly  winds  fet  in,  and  none  could  go 
out ;  and  yet,  my  Lords,  according  to  thefe  very  authentic 
lifts,  you  had  ftill  thirty-three^  fhips  of  the  line  in  port  to 
fpare,  and  none  coming  out  yet :  I  believe  there  never  was, 
at  any  time  that  wc  have  been  at  war,  fuch  ftrange  manage- 
ment of  the  navy,  nor  can  I  well  account  for  the  abfurdity 
of  it,  unlefs  the  noble  Lord  has  withdrawn  all  his  confidence 
from  the  beft,  and  almoft  only  official  afliftance  he  has  there, 
I  mean  from  the  fecretary ;  the  moft  diligent,  moft  intelli- 
gent and  indefatigable  roan  in  bufinefs  I  ever  knew;  and 
from  whofe  abfencc,  or  ficknefs,  I  am  not  at  all  furprifcd  at 
auy  thing  that  may  happen  to  go  wrong  in  that  department. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  having  gone  through  the  numbers 
and  ftatc  of  our  own  fleet,  give  me  leave  to  ftate  the  ac- 
count of  the  French  fleet,  as  by  tb<?  befl  intelligence  ac- 
quired by  captures,  and  other  information,  can  be  procured. 

Under  Monfieur  D'Orvillier's  command,  at  the  time  of 
the  aftion  off  UflVant,  the  27th  of  July,  were  32  fail  of  the 
Left  at  Breft,  fitting  and  repairing  -  13  line. 

Monf.  D'Eftaing's  fleet  from  Toulon,  in  all  13 
M.  De  Fabre's  Iquadron  in  the  Mediterranean  7 
There  were  building  at  Toulon,  with  all  fpeed, 

and  fitting  — —  j  i 
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At  Rochfort  were  fitting  —  5  of  54  guns* 

In  all    8  i  of  the  line.  . 

Of  thefe  81,  there  were  69  of  the  line 
fit  for  fez.  My  Lords,  I  have  all  the  different  lifts  in  my 
hand,  if  any  Lord  pleaies  to  examine  them  ;  and  I  wifh  any 
would,  to  (hew  the  noble  Lord  what  my  intelligence  is  ; 
though  I  know  it  does  not  much  differ  from  that  which  his 
Lordfhip  has  had,  however  ill  recruited  the  poor  man  has 
been  who  at  every  rifle  gave  it ;  but  as  the  noble  Lord  un- 
derftands  me,  I  fhall  not  give  the  leaft  diftant  hint  of  whom 
I  mean  to  any  other. 

Let  us  now  look  over  tfie  lift  of  the  Spanifh  fleet ;  the 
names  of  which,  and  number  of  guns,  I  have  in  my  hand- : 
Ships  of  1 12  guns         -         -  1 

of  80  guns  —  10 

Ships  from  70,  68,  64,  and  62  45 

of  58  and  56—3 

59    belides    3O   frigates 
and  innumerable  other  veflels,  as  galleys,  xebeques,  barks^  &c« 

Let  us  now  compare  thefe  three  great  naval  powers  : 
Here  arc  of  France^  81^ 

of  Spuitx  *."  59  • 

Total        140  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
£nglan<l  had  in  October  lafl  65  employed 

9  fitting 

Total  74  fitting  and  coming  on  for  fer- 
vice. 

t  fhonld  be  glad  to  know  how  the  navy  of  England  came 
to  be  thus  reduced  in  (hips  fit  for  fervice  fince  1771,  with 
fuch  immenfe  fains  of  money  granted  for  its  fupport,  and  its 
increafe ;  and  how  it  came  to  be  fo  inferior  to  that  of  the 
forces  of  France  and  Spain  :  and  I  wifh  to  know  further 
how  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  will  ac- 
count for  his  not  having  had  a  fleet  readv  and  equal  to  the 
tinited  force  of  France  and  Spain^  as  he  nas  often  boafted  he 
ought  at  all  times  to  have  had« 

My  Lords,  here  is  in  my  hand  an  authentic  lift  of  the 
royal  navy,  delivered  to  me  when  I  firft  went  to  the  admi« 

Vol.  XIL  M  m  ralty^ 
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ralty-board,  itr  lyyi.     I  believe  this  cannot  be  difpoted;  I 
only  defirc  to  read,  as  part  of  ray  fpeech,  the  very  (hort  ab- 
ftraft  of  riic  fliipsof  the  line,  &c. 
Here  are  -  139  (hips  of  the  line, 

Beiidcs  7^  13  fifty  gun  fhips,  which  the  ooUe 

Lord  fays  are  never  of  the  line, 
And  —  230  frigates. 

In  all  ^382 

Now,  is  there  a  Lord  in  this  Houfe,  is  there  a  man  in  this 
kingdom,  but  muft  feel  indignation  at  fuch  a  redudion  of 
the  navy  at  this  'time,  and  with  fuch  fums  as  have  been 
given  for  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  hear  fach  fallacious 
accounts  as  have  been  repeatedly  given  to  your  Lordlhips  by 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  ? 

L  f  •  d. 

'  My  Lords,  looking  into  the  grants 
made  by  Parliament  for  the  fcrvices  of 
the  navy,  between  the  years  1751  and 
1759,  I  ^°d  granted  in  that  time  for 
naval  purpofes  — ; 199403^665     i     li 

Out  of  which  was  tb  pay  towards 
difcharging  the  navy  debt,  and  money- 
given  for  Duilding  and  repairing  the 
different  hofpitals  of  Greenwich,  Ha- 
flar,  Plymouth,  &c«  —  2,1^9,696     9     O 

There  remained  of  thofe  granM  for 
naval  fervices  of  extra  wear  and  tear, 
and  ordinaries  —  I7>263,966  la     i^ 

Therefore  you  will  find,  that  altho* 

we  had  been  above  four  years  at  war 

•    between  1751  and  1759,  with  France, 

and  that  between  1771  and  1779  ^^ 

have  bad  — : — 1-  24,181,838  17     a 

And  fhou^  we  have  only  been  at 
open  hollilitics  fincc  laflt  July,  yet  there 
is  an  increaiie  of  the  grants  to  the  navy 
ia  the&bft&ven  years  of         '  —  6,917,872     $     of 

A  fum  of  idelf  fufficient  to  have  doubled  the  navy  of 
England,  with  all  its  appurtenances. 

My  Lords,  I  fliould   be  afhamed  after  fuch  pCiblic  fads^ 

Aich  undeniable  trychs  as  I  have  now  laid  before  your  Lord-' 

Aiftf,  to  take  up  more  of  your  time,  or  to  think  you  could 

require  a  word  more  on  this  fubjed,  or  that  it  was  necefiary 

I  for 
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for  me  to  enter  into  a  more  minute  dicuffion  of  the  prefent 
particular  (ituation  of  every  branch  of  the  naval  department, 
which,  if  I  attempted,  I  fhould  be  again  reproached  with 
having  held  forth  to  ^he  world  what  ought  to  be  concealed 
from  the  enemies  of  the  ftate^  and  which,  indeed,  I  have  no 

treat  occafion  to  6q^  whe^  your  Lordihips  refleA  on  the  noble 
rord*s  own  declaration  to  the  court-martial  lately  held  on 
Admiral  Keppel,  as  to  tl;»e  impropriety  of  (hev%*ing  the  private 
letters  that  pafled  betvfeen  his  Lordihip  and  that  admiral,  on 
the  ftate  of  the  ihips  thai  compofed  that  fleet,  which  therefore, 
he  faid,  made  it  improper  to  fl^ew  thofe  letters.  My  Lords, 
tf  that  was  fo,  it  could  not  be  from  ic$  being  a  favourable  re« 
port  of  the  ftate  of  thofe  (hips — ^But  I  will  fay  no  more  on  tha^ 
head,  only  leave  your  Lordfhips  to  judge  frorti  his  own  wordf 
of  bis  own  conduf^;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  give  me  leave 
to  obierve  to  your  LordOiips  (as  I  have  on  a  former  occafion) 
that  1  never  wiU  allow  that  apprehenfions  of  this  nature  are 
to  influence  ^his  Houfe,  or  to  deter  i^s  from  doing  our  duty 
here;  for  without  pointing  out  the  errors  and  mifcondud  of 
thofe  who  fuperintend  the  navy,  or  any  other  department  of 
fbe  ftate,  yrc  can  never  be  of  any  fervice  to  his  Majefty  by  ad» 
vifing,  or  to  the  country  by  enquiring;  it  will  be  impoffible; 
they  will  give  us  no  other  papers  or  accounts  than  what  they 
pleafe,  and  we  fhall  remain  ever  in  (he  dark.  My  Lords,  I,  for 
one,  wiil  never  fubmit  to  this ;  I  care  not  whoknows  it  i  I  mik 
more  heard  me  than  do;  I  fpcaicas  an  independent  man,  and 
one  folely  attached  to  the  intereft  and  welfare  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  without  any  othef  view  whatever. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  have  already  told  you,  unlefs  urged  to 
it,  I  will  fay  no  more  on  this  head,  only  earneftly  requeit 
your  Lordfliips,  that  you  will  not  watt  till  the  whole  navy  of 
England  is  ruined,  by  fuch  a  continuance  of  mifcondyS:;  till 
the  trade  of  thefe  kingdoms  is  all  annihilated^  and  till  you 
have  loft  all  your  colonies,  before  you  do  juftice  to  the  people 
for  the  injuries  they  have  received,  and  arc  daily  receiving  ^ 
.  and  which  I  make  no  Joubt,  but  your  Lordfhips  may  at  once 

Prevent,  by  a  dutiful  and  proper  addrefs  to  our  moft  gracious 
overeign,  to  remove  one  of  the  principal  authors  of  this  mif- 
condud,  from  a  place  of  fuch  triift  and  confequence  as  h^ 
now  holds. 

My  Lords,  I  need  not  tell  your  Lordihips,  that  there  arc 
various  parliaitientary  methods  of  removing  any  minifter, 
and  which  all  but  one  tend  to  puni(h  as  well  as  remove ;  a 
bill  of  impeachment,  a  bill  of  attainder,  bill  of  pain  and  pe^ 
Qalties;  all  thefe  tend  to  p^ni(h  as  well  as  remove;  and  that 
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of  9ddreffing  the  King  to  remove  from  his  Majefty's  counnk 
and  prcfenre  for  ever,  which  tends  only  to  remove  the  cvjl, 
without  infli£ting  any  real  punifhmcnt  on  the  offender  ;  and 
yet,  my  Lords,  I  havechofen  a  ftill  much  milder  method  than 
any  of  thofe  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  doubt  but  I  ihaii  hare 
the  concurrence  of  every  one  of  your  Lordfhips,  who  have,  far 
fo  long  a  time  paft,  been  condemning  the  meafures  that  have 
fo  notorioufly  brought  the  navy,  and  confequentiy  the  natios, 
into  this  deplorable  and  difgraceful  (ituation  ;  nor  do  I  doubt 
but  that  many  Lords  who  nave  formerly  joined  in  approving 
thqfe  meafures,  being  now  convinced  of  their  pernicious  ten* 
denctjes,  and  bow  much  they  have  been  deceived  by  tb^  mii- 
reprefentation  of  artful  men,  will  condemn  thofe  very  meafuns 
they  were  formerly  feduced  to  approve  :  and  they,  my  Lords, 
above  all,  I  am  perfuaded,  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  concur 
in  my  motion  for  addreffing  his  JMajefty  to  remove  a  minifter 
from  an  office,  who  has  proved  himfelf  fo  incapable  of  hold* 
ing  that  office  with  any  credit  to  his  King  and  country. 

And  therefore,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  move  M  That  an  bum- 
ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gra- 
cioujQy  pleafed  to  remove  the  Right  Honourable  John  Eau^l  cf 
Sandwich,  firft  com^nifSoner  for  executing  the  uffice  of  lord 
high  admiral  of  Grpat  Britain,  &c.  .and  one  of  his  Majcfly's 
mQft  honourable  privy  council,  from  the  faid  office  of  the 
$rft  lord  commiffioner  of  the  admiralty/* 
larl  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  rofe,  made  declarations  of  confcious  in- 
JSmidvUh*  ^ocenpe,  of  his  fedulous  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  of  the  happy  effeds  produced  by  that  attention  in  tne 
prefent  flour-ifliing  ftate  of  the  navy  \  He  (aid  he  had  felr, 
both  i^  private  and  public,  attacks  which  muft  have  {baken 
any  mind  that  was  not  upheld  bv  a  perfect  inward  fatisfa<9inn 
that  he  had  faithfully  performea  his  duty.  However  unjuft- 
ly  his  public  conduct  had  been  arraigned,  it  furnided  him 
yrith  one  coufplation^  which  fully  balanced  every  dtfagreeable 
circumftance  relative  to  the  manner  tbofe  charges  bad  been 
brought  forward  ;  it  furnifhed  him  the  means  of  juftifying  his 
condu3,  and  of  clearing  his  charafter.  Before  he  proceeded 
to  anfwer  the  charges  urged  ag?.inft  4iim  by  the  noble  Ear),  he 
begged  leave  to  explain  one  leading  circumftance  to  their 
Lordihips;  that  was,  an  imputed  refponfibility  for  the  con- 
dud  and  event  of  the  meaf^res,  which  as  firft  lord  of  the  adr 
miralty  he  was  called  upon  to  carry  into  execution.  In  that 
capacity  he  aSed  miniilerially ;  the  ineafures  were  (he  meafures 
of  admmiftration  alone  $  thev  were  no  more  his  than  of  any 
Other  of  his  Majefty's  conficlef)ti4l  fervaats  j  they  wfere  de- 
termined 
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termiried  apon  in  council^  and  before  they  c^me  to  hi(n> 
muft  have  the  approbation  of  his  M^jcfty.  If  any  cenfure 
was  due,  he  did  not  wifh  to  fhift  that  part  of  the  general  re- 
fponfibility^  which  as  one  of  his  Majefty's  advifers  came  of 
courfe  to  his  Ihare,  All  plans,  expeditions,  and  inftrudions 
were  fubmitted  to  the  cabinet,  coniidered  there,  and  decided 
finally.  All  he  was  therefore  anfwerable  for  to  that  Houfe 
and  the  public  was,  the  proper  employment  of  the  means 
pat  into  his  hands,  in  point  of  preparation,  equipment,  &c. 
god  the  carrying  into  execution  the  meafures  agreed  upon  ia 
council. 

His  Lordlhip  then  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  noble  Earl  who 
made  the  motion,  on  the  fcveral  heads  of  objection. 

On  the  monies  granted  «it  the  two  different  periods  alluded 
to,  and  the  furplus  of  expenditure^  which  the  noble  Earl 
called  upon  him  to  account  for,  he  made  no  doubt  but  he 
ihould  be  able  to  g^ve  their  Lordihips  entire  fatisfa£iiop« 

Our  fhips  were  of  larger  dimeniions ;  we  had  a  greater 
nnmber  of  iixty-gun  ibips  in  our  line  of  battle  at  the  period 
alluded  to  than  at  prefent.  There  had  been  two  fires,  which 
bd  done  great  mifchief  in  the  dock-yard  at  Portfmoutb,  and 
one  at  Chatham  :  but  the  principal  caufe  was,  that  we  had  a 
inuch  greater  flock  of  naval  materials  of  all  kinds  now  than 
we  bad  when  he  came  into  of&ce^  Inflead  of  13,000  load^ 
or  about  fix  or  feven  months  confumption  of  timber,  we  bad 
72,000,  or  what  was  equal  to  a  confumption  of  three  years. 
We  had  a  provilion  of  five  years  hemp ;  we  had,  indeed,  fuch 
quantities  on  hand,  that  we  bad  not  florage  for  it  j  infomuch 
that  we  obliged  the  contradors  who  fupplied  us  with  ropes^ 
&c.  to  purchafe  from  the  navy-board.  We  were  equally 
well  prepared  in  the  articles  of  iron,  pitch,  tar^  and  mafls^ 
having  two  or  three  years  in  hand,  and  two  or  three  years  en- 
gaged for*  Wc  had  fent  feveral  thoufand  tons  to  our  fqua« 
droQs  on  their  refpeftive  flations.  North  America,  Eafl  and 
Weft  Indies,  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  Africa,  &c.  His  LordQiip 
then  contrafled  the  prefent  flate  of  preparation  to  what  it  was 
on  his  coming  into  office,  when  no  timber  could  be  procured 
on  any  terms ;  when  the  fhips,  upon  paper,  were  mofUy  rot- 
ten or  unfit  for  lervice,  being  built  with  green  timber  at  the 
clofe  of  the  late  war.  This,  he  faid,  was  merely  the  eflFeft  pf 
a  monopoly  of  the  timber  merchants,  and  the  great  demand 
occafioned  by  the  confumption  of  the  Eafl-Inoia  company. 
He  promoted  a  bill  for  reftraining  the  number  of  tons  to  be 
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contrafted  for  jinnually  by  that  company,  which  was  carried 
after  a  ftrong  oppofition  ;  and  he  contrafted  for  foreign  tim- 
ber^ which  anfwered  extremely  well;  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  the  monopoly  was  broken,  the  waftc  of 
timber  of  native  growth  was  put  a  flop  to,  and  we  had  now 
more  than  a  fufficiency  of  Britifh  timber  to  anfwer  the  de- 
mand ;  nay,  much  more  than  we  had  any  rooii)  in  our  docks 
or  arfcnals  to  ftore  up. 

After  hjiving  thus  endeavoiired  to  account  for  the  exec's 
of  expenditure  between  the  two  periods,  his  Lordfhip  pro- 
ceeded to  anfwer  the  noble  Earl's  detail.  He  obfervcd,  that 
in  175^,  the  number  of  line  of  battle  fliips  were  fixty -one ; 
whereas,  after  three  years  war,  in  1759,  they  amounted  to 
no  more  than  ninety-feven,  and  never  rofe  higher^  fevcralof 
which  were  taken  from  the  enemy.  In  1 776,  our  navy  con- 
fifted  of  only  thirty  -fix,  and  in  the  prefen:  year  they  were 
eighty,  befides  ten  more  put  in  commiffion ;  the  deduftioa 
was  clear,  that  at  the  former  period  of  three  years  we  had 
added  to  'our  naval  force  but  about  thirty,  while  within  the 
latter  period  we  fhall  have  added  upwards  of  fiftyl 

His  Lordfhip  then  entered  into  a  view  of  the  comparatiTC 
details  of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  and  France  lift 
Oftober  and  noW.  He  was  fatisfied  that  the  noble  Eart  was 
miiinformed  ;  the  perfon  xUuded  to,  who  the  noble  Earl  faid 
had  not  been  rewarded  for  his  fervices,  knew  very  little. 
The  noble  Earl  might  give  any  credit  to  that  pcrfon's  ac- 
counts  he  pleafed  ;  but  they  wtrc  fuch,  he  alTured  the  noble 
Lord,  as  he  would  never  depend  upon.  The  noble  Earl 
laid,  the  whole  amount  of  our  force  in  Oftober  was  but  Ic- 
venty-four  upon  paper  ;  and  in  reality,  including  thcguard- 
fhips,  and  thofe  in  commiffion  unfit  forTervice,  rib  more  than 
fixty-five.  Here  his  Lordfhip  enumerated  the  diflfercnt  fer- 
vices and  ftations  ;  Weftern  fcjpadron  thirty  ^hree ;  fevcn- 
tccn  in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies;  two  in  the  Eafl-In- 
dies  ;^one  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  five  guardlhips,  and  twen- 
ty on  cruizes,  at  the  refpeftive  dock-yards,  or  in  ffrcat  for- 
ivardnefs,  in  all  fcventy-eight ;  every  one  of  thofe  ihips  were 
now  at  fca,  or  fit  for  fea  :  but  fuppofing  that  nine  of  them 
were  hot,  ftill  it  was  a  proof  that  we  had  fixty-nine  or  fcven- 
ty  in  Oftoher  laft,  while  the  mofl  the  noble  Earl  could  make 
the  navy  of  France  at  that  period  was  fifty-eight.  The  na- 
vy of  France  at  prefen t,  the  noble  Lord  fays,^  confifts  of 
tJghty-onc,  which  is  extremely  improbable  ;  he  will  notfajTi 
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)refume,  ready  for  fea.  What  is  ours  ?  Seventy-nine  coiA- 
^at,  ten  in  commiilion,  and  ieven  building,  which  will  be 
idy  for  fea  by  the  clofc  of  the  year,  in  all  ninety-fix, 
tliin  one  of  the  higheft  year  of  the  late  tvar^  and  the  third 
iy  of  our  adual  war  armaments. 

After  meeting  the  noble  Earl's  aflertions  on  thoffe  feveral 
ads,  his  Lordlhip  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  other  parts  of 
$  fpeech.  He  faid,  in  dominions  fo  numerous  aad  vaftly 
tended  as  ours,  it  was  impoflible  to  procure  a  defence 
r  every  part.  Every  part,  however,  was  protefted,  and 
t  had  a  clear  fupcriority,  but  in  the  Mediterranean, 
lould  we  fend  a  force  thither,  fome  of  the  other  fervices 
uft  be  neglefted  :  but  when  the  noble  Lord  aflcried,  that  , 
e  Mediterranean  was  abandoned,  it  was  a  language  he 
Quid  never  fubicribe  to;  abandoning,  imported  a  relin^ 
lifliing  of"  cur  fortrelfes  and  trade  there,  which  was  not 
le  cafe  in  fad,  nor  the  intention  of  adminiftration.  Spain, 
be  fure,  continued  friendly  in  her  aliurances  :  but  would 
be  prudent,  cither  la  ft  year  or  now,  to  rifque  a  fqua- 
'00  into  that  fea  ?  He  was  convinced  of  the  ikill  and 
illantry  of  the  Britifh  feamen ;  but  he  likcwife  was  con- 
inced,  that  the  utmoft  exertions  of  both  muft  give  way  to 
iperior  numbers.  It  was  impoflible  to  truft  to  alTurances^ 
>  as  to  rifque  any  great  event.  Spain  was  armed,  and  ac- 
)rding  to  the  noble  EarPs  information,  moft  powerfully 
Hied ;  and  he  left  it  to  the  confide  ration  of  the  noble  Lord, 
hcther  it  Would  be  prudent  to  hazard  a  fquadron,  which 
kuft  either  fubmit,  if  Spain  (hoald  take  a  part,  or  force 
is  way  through  an  enemy  greatly  fupcrior.  The  laft  he 
fas  certain  would  be  the  choice  the  officers  and  feamen 
^uld  take ;  but  a  moft  melancholy  and  hazardous  altema- 
ive  it  muft  be,  to  be  compelled  to  engage  upon  fuch  une- 
ual  terms. 

If  then  it  would  have  been  improper  and  dangerous  to  de- 
ach  a  fquadron  to  the  Mediterranean  laft  fummer,  it  would 
ave  been  equally  fo  to  have  fcnt  out  Admiral  Byron  toAme- 
ill  the  aftual  deftination  of  D^Eftaing's  fleet  was  known, 
^hich  could  not  be  till  after  an  account  was  received  of  his 
laffing  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar,  and  Ihaping  his  courfe  acrofs  the 
Atlantic;  for, only  look  to  the  poffible,  nay  the  probable, con- 
cqucnce.  If  Byron  had  gone  off  early  in  May,  which  is  th5 
>roper  time  thofe  who  have  condemned  the  meafure  hav.e  fixed 
;or  his  departure,  D'Eftaing  might  have  been  eafily  counter- 
nanded^  and  have  joined  D^Orvilliers  at  Breft^  which  would 
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pc^rhaps  have  realizccf  thofe  imaginary  dangers  the  noble  EiH 
had  fo  eameftly  endeavoured  to  imprefs  on  their  Lordihips' 
Jiund8« 

Adminiftration,  in  his  opinion,  adopted  the  wifeft  mci* 
fure  J  they  waited  till  D'Eftaing  was  known  to  be  on  his  vaj 
acrois  the  Atlantic  ;  they  then  detached,  and  if  the  clcnsraa 
had  n6t  warred  againft  us,  Byron  would  have  arrived  in  M 
time  to  have  niet  D'Eftaing,  and  with  the  decifive  fcpc- 
riority  he  then  poffieffed,  might  have  deftroycd  the  FrcnA 
(quadron,  and  by  that  means  probably  put  an  end  to  aU  fs* 
ture  naval  rivalfhip  from  that  quarter. 

The  noble  Earl  had  condemned  in  very  feverc  terms^  tie 
fending  out  Mr.  Keppel  in  June  with  twenty  fhips,  when  he 
kneW}  or  ought  to  have  known,  that  there  was  a  much  fo- 
pcrior  force  ready  for  fea  in  Breft  water  ;  he  did  not  know, 
nor  could  have  known  any  fuch  thing,  becaufc  he  firmly  be- 
lieved that  Mr.  Keppel  was  fully  equal  to  the  French  fleet 
when  he  failed  and  when  he  returned :  yet  as  the  admiral 
imagined  he  was  not,  he  thought  he  afted  very  properly  and 
prudently  in  returning  into  port.  Much  merit  was  due  to 
that  officer  for  his  conduft ;  but  he  would  not  have  it  undcr- 
ftood,  that  he  dilbbeyed  his  orders  by  afting  as  he  hard  done ; 
on  the  contrary,  his  inftruftions  were  to  return  if  he  foocd 
the  French  fuperior  ;  the  true  ground  of  his  juftification  was 
therefore  an  obedience,  and  not  a  difobedience  of  orders. 
His  inftruAions  were  difcretionary  ;  yet  Lord  Hawke,  upon 
fimilar  orders,  aded  in  a  different  manner  :  his  inftrndions 
were  to  cruize  fourteen  days  ofFBreft  with  an  inferior  force ; 
he  out-ftayed  his  time,  and  on  his  return  gave  for  anfwcr, 
that  he  did  not  regard  a  fmall  fuperiority. 

In  anfwer  to  the  number  of  line  of  battle  (hips  Lord 
Hawke  left  when  he  quitted  the  admiralty,  it  was  not  neccf- 
fary  to  contradift  the  noble  Earl,  or  minutely  enquire  into 
the  flate  and  condition  of  each  refpeftive  fhip  ;  it  was  enou^ 
to  fay,  that  they  only  cut  a  figure  upon  paper  :  but  when  it 
was  fo  emphatically  afked  by  the  noble  Earl,  where  thef 
were  ?  he  would  anfwer  him  ;  that  twenty-one  of  the  line 
had  been  broken  up,  and  fixty  frigates ;  and  that  two  line 
of  battle  fiiips,  and  fifty-fix  frigates,  had  been  either  dcftroy- 
cd  or  taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  pcfent  war, 
making  in  the  whole  about  140. 

As  to  the  two  aflTertions  on  which  the  noble  Earl  fecmed 
chiefly  to  ground  his  motion^  thaX  of  our  having  forty-two 
fhips  ready  forfea  in  November,  1777,  thirty- fivC really  rea- 
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ijj  and  feven  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  preparation  as  to  be  ready  td 
go  upon  a£^ual  fervice  in  a  fortnight,  he  was  ftill  prepared  to 
prove  it.  He  had  a  lift  of  the  names 'of  the  (hips,  the  num* 
bcr  of  guns,  and  the  complements  of  men  fhipped,  or  ready  to  . 
fhip.  The  noble  Earl  faid,  why,  if  in  November  forty-two 
were  ready,  bow  came  is  topafs  that  no  more  than  ferty-feven 
were  ready  in  June  ?  That  was  not  the  faft  ;  four  of  the  for- 
nicr  lift  became  either  unfit  for  iea,  were  condemned,  or  re- 
citing; and  ten  more  were  io  fuch  a  ftate  of  forwardneis,  as  to 
be  able  to  join  Mr.  Keppel  before  the  23d  of  July.  He  thought 
the  frequent  contradi^ions  be  had  given  to  the  expreiRons  , 
imputed  to  him,  of  his  faying,  ^^  that  no  perfon  was  fit  to  be 
fit  the  bead  of  tjie  admiralty,  who  did  not  take  care  at  all  times 
to  have  a  flef  t  e^ual  to  the  united  powers  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,'^  would  feave  prevented  him  from  hearing  any  more 
upon  that  ful^cft^  He  affirmed,  he  never  faid  any  fuch  thing« 
It  had  got  out  in  pamphlets  and  newfpapers  ;  it  had  been 
mifreprefcAted  in  that  Houfe,  and  in  another  aftembly,  in  de« 
bate,  but  he  w^ould  once  for  all  repeat,  that  his  words  were 
uot,  a  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty^  but  an  adminiftration. 

He  dwelt  a  mnfideraUe  time  oa  the  equipment  of  the 
f.eet  under  the  .comn^a^d  of  Admiral  Keppel :  he  faid,  the 
ihips  that  cpmpofed  it  were  in  a  high  and  £nifhed  ftate  of 
preparation  for  afijaa!  &rvice,  and  aU  well  manned  but  the 
Thunderer,  commanded  by  as  brave,  as  worthy,  and  as  able 
an  officer  as  any  ia  the  ftoet  [Captain  Wamngham]  and 
that  his  ihip  thus  aianned,  acquitted  herfelf  ia  tbe  a£tion 
with  as  much  honour  s^  aay  other  in  the  fleet* 

He  took  fiotic«  of  ti^e  noble  Earl-s  haviqg  faid,  that  the 
French  fleet,  after  the  action  of  the  27th,  were  at  fea  ten 
days  before  us,  which  was  to  him  a  mathematical  demon** 
ftration,  that  we  were  more  beaten  than  they  ;  and  he  con-' 
fcffed,  when  he  went  down  to  Plymouth,  after  the  return  of 
the  weftera  fquadron,  he  was  aftonifhed  at  the  damage  the 
fleet  had  received^  nor  could  be  have  credited  it,  bad  be  not 
fccn  it  himfelf. 

His  Lordfliip  next  proceeded  to  enumerate  th^  $^dvantages 
we  had  gained  in  the  courfe  of  the  naval  campaign,  both  in 
refpeft  of  the  protecting  our  own  commerce,  in^  capturing, 
and  otherwife  diftreflin|;,  that  of  the  enemy*  If  there  was 
DO  naval  vi6tory  obtamed,  there  were  other  advantages  to 
balance  the  national  difappointments  Ofi  that  head.  Only 
foppofe,  that  Monfieur  Sartine  had  upon  much  better  ground 
^en  attacked  for  the  f uin  of  the  nierclf ants  a^d  the  deftruc- 
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tion  of  their  trade,  he  would  probably  reply  with  an  "  ^Sit^  \ 
VDUs  e»y  I  am  glad  the  trade  of  the  country  is  ^oae,  there  ! 
will  be  fo  many  more  men  for  the  king's  Icrvice,      . 

After  travelling  through  a  vaft  deal  of  mifceliaaeous  mat- 
ter, his  Lordfhip  jocularly  obferved,  that  he  would  not  vote 
for  the  difmiflion  of  John  Earl  of  Sandwich  from  his  office  oC  j 
firft  lord  of  the  admirsilty,  nor  would  it  be  decent  in  him  to 
vote  at  all;  but  he  begged  their  Lordlhit>s  to  underfiaod, 
that  he  would  be  much  obiged  to  fuch  of  them  as  would  vote 
for  keeping  him  in  his  place. 
E«rl  of  £3j.j  Qf  Brijlol  faid,  in  reply,  that  the  noble  Earl  in  of- 

'^^*'  ficc  had  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  a  pcrfonal  irrefponfibili- 
ty  ;  but  this  was  a  doctrine  he  could  never  fiiblcribe  to, 
or  permit  to  pafs  unnoticed.  The  tounciis  of  tlie  cabinet 
were  formed  in  conlequence  of  the  information  they  re- 
ceived froni  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  meafures  were 
bdopted  accordingly.  If  the  cabinet  uiiniOers  were  deceived 
or  mifled,  the  opinions  formed  in  the  cabinet  muft  partake 
bf  their  origin  :  but  fuppofing  the  contrary  ;  fuppofiog  thai 
the  error  originated  in  cabinet,  and  the  noble  Earl  was  out- 
voted tliere,  was  not  the  noble  Earl  bound,  by  every  tie 
public  and  private,  not  to  remain  in  a  iituation,'  where,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  confeflion,  he  muft  bd  oblige^  to  a£t  un- 
der an  adminiftration  no  longer  fit  to  direft  the  councils  of 
this  country,  becaufe  they  bad  "  not  provided  a  naval  force 
equal  if  not  fuperior  to  that  of  the  whole  houle  of  Bourbon." 

He  next  mentioned  ^  faA,  which,  he  faid,  ought  to  make 
the  noble  Earl  blufb,  that  of  the  great  quantity  of  ftores  in 
the  feveral  arfenals,  thotigh  it  was  well  known,  and  a  matter 
6f  public  notoriety,  that  ieveral  of  Admiral  Keppel's  fqm- 
dron,  when  under  failing  orders,  bad  their  rigging  unreaved, 
in  order  to  equip  fome  of  tlie  fliips  then  going  out  under  the 
command  qf  Admiral  Byron. 

•  His  Lordfhip  concluded  his  reply  with  ftating  a  paf- 
fage  in  the  noble  Earl's  fpeech,  in  which  he  laid  it  down  as 
a  matter  not  to  be  queftioned,  that  it  was  impofGMe  to  de- 
fend all  our  Coafts,  without  deferting  the  proteiftion  of  our 
dependencies.  For  his  part,  as  long  as  he  knew  Parliament 
Or  minifters,  he  never  heard  fuch  a  public  declaration  made 
by  the  firft  comitiifiioner  of  the  naval  department.  It  had 
been  frequently  urged,  as  a  matter  of  ccnfure,  from  that  fide 
of  the  Houfe  on  this,  that  by  cxpofing  our  weakdefs,  we  had 
invited  an  attack  from  the  enemy  ;  whereas,'  in  the  inftance 
juft  mentioned,  there  could  not  a  iingle  doubt  remain  witk 
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Dur  cneiDic3,  that  the  Britifh  empire  was  unequal  to  the  de- 
fence and  protedion  of  its  dominions. 

His  Lordlhip  fat  down,  after  reminding  their  Lordfhips^ 
that  he  had  in  every  lingle  particular  fuUy^cftablifhcd  his 
charges^ 

Duke  of  Bi>{toH  faid,  from  the  want  of  petty  officers,  the  Duke  of 
lieutenants  and  other  feveral  fubaltern  and  fubordinatc  ofB-  ^*^'^' 
ccrs  had  been  obliged  to  negleft  their  own  proper  duty,  to 
perform  that  of  iheir  inferiors.  He  fpoke  of  the  neceffity  of 
having  a  greater  number  of  flag  officers  employed  in  times 
of  adual  ftrvice ;  and  after  condemning  the  equipment  of 
the  (hips,  and  bad  manner  in  which  they  were  manned^  af- 
firmed, that  all  difcipline  was  at  an  end. 

His  Grace  fpoke  on  the  bad  policy  of  neglcAing  the  Me- 
diterranean, and  was  remarkably  fevere  on  the  noble  Lord, 
OQ  the  point  he  Teemed  moft  to  plume  himfelf  upon,  that  of 
tbe  fiate  of  our  naval  ftores^  not  one  of  the  enumerated  arti- 
cles being  in  the  ftate,  he  would  maintain,  which  had  been 
aflerted  by  the  noble  Lord.  His  Grace  fpoke" for  upwards  of 
an  hour,  but  dtrefted  his  fpeech  chiefly  to  the  promifes  of 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  naval  operations  of 
tke  laft  fommer  and  autumn. 

Earl  of  Sandwkh  faid,  he  was  r6ady  to  prove  the  fafts  from  Earl  of 
authentic  papers,  relative  to  the  account  he  had  given  of  the  ^^ndwUh. 
ftate  of  nav^l  ftores.  He  faid,  much  ftrefs  had  been  laid  up- 
on the  delay  of  the  refit  of  the  weftern  fquadron,  after  its 
return  into  port,  fubfequent  to  the  engagement  of  the  27th 
of  July  :  but,  my  Lords,  I  contend  it  was  not  the  want  of 
naval  fibres  that  occafloned  the  delay  ;  but,  as  I  faid  before^ 
our  fleet  was  ib  beaten,  and  fuffered  fo  much  more  than  the 
French.  His  Lordfltip  made  a  general  and  a  fecond  reply  to 
the  feveral  former  objedions  urged  when  he  was  lafl:  up,  or 
had  been  introduced  flnce  into  the  debate, 

Duke  of  Richmond  obferved,  that  the  elements  had  not  Duke  of 
warred  s^infl  us,  but  for  us  ;  for  if  D'Eftaing,  who  cleared  ^'**"«»'* 
the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  on  the  i6th  of  May,  had  not  had  the 
elements  to  war  againft  him,  he  muft  certainly  have  reached 
the  Delaware  three  or  four  weeks  before  Byron,  who  did  not 
leave  Plymouth  till  the  9th  of  June,  upwards  of  three  weeks 
after  ;  by  which  means  Lord  Howe's  fleet,  and  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  whole  army,  moft  have  been  taken  or  deftroyed. 
Upon  ihd  common  Icalc  of  probability,  therefore,  if  D'E- 
ftaing  was  clear  of  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  upwaitis  of  three 
wedu  before  Mn  Byron  left  Plymouth^  it  wa«  fair  to  con- 
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clode,  that  he  would  have  reached  America  upwards  of  three 
weeks  before  hiin  ;  the  confequence  of  which,  as  hfe  Obferverf 
before,  muft  have  been  tlie  total  deftrudtion  or  captrure  of 
our  naval  and  land  force  in  that  country,  the  takttfg  alt  our 
viftuallers,  &c. 

His  Grace  fpoke  on  the  bad  treatment^  the  nvanifeft  cool- 
nefs,  and  negleft  fhewn  to  the  admiral  of  the  weftern  fqua- 
dron,  and,  in  particular,  the  hinguage  of  the  noble  Earl  at 
the  head  of  the  naval  depaFtnient,  refpefting  that  gentlemanV 
conduift*  Th^  noble  Earl  faid,  "  He  was  certain  that  when 
Mr.  Keppel  returned  from  his  ftation  ofF  Utfiant  in  June,  he 
was  equal  to  the  French  force  then  m  Brcft/*  He  wifhed  to 
know  if  thofe  were  not  his  words,  for  fo  he  had  taken  thenr 
down ;  and  he  called  upon  the  noble  Earl  xct  avow,  explain^ 
or  retrafi:  them,  otherwife  he  fliould  argue  upon  them  as 
acknowledged rf  Here  there  was  a  paufe  for  a  few  minutes. 
Lord  Sandwich  not  anfwering,  he  ca^kd  upon  him  a  fecood 
and  a  third  time.   '  At  length 

Bar!  of  Earl  of  Sandijutch  faid,  he  would,  anfwer  no  queftions  put 

Sandweb.    ^^  j^j^  ^^  ^^  individual  Lordy  unlcfs  he  Was  to  undcrftand 
that  it  was  the  fenfe,  and  at  the  defire  of  the  Houfe. 

5" A*  ^^j  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  the  explanation  called  for  by  him 
u  mat  ,  ^^^  merely  perfonal ;  it  was  a  matter  not  properly  cogniza- 
ble by  the  Houfe ;  he  only  wiflied  the  noble  Earl  to  explain 
Of  ftate  his  meaning,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  he  ddired  to  be 
underliood.'  He  would  confequently  meet  the  aifertion  a; 
avowed^  and  argue  upoiv  it  accordingly,,  iince  the  noble  Eari 
had  declined  to  give  any  explanation* 

He  contended,  that  the  aflertioit  was  not  true,  fbr  Mr. 
Kepi>cl  was  not  ecjual  to  the  French  force  when  he  returned 
into  port ;  and  if  the  noble  Earl  would  appoint  any  third 
perfon,  he  would  give  undeniable  proofs  to  that  third  perfon, 
to  (hew,  that  the  faft  was  not  fo.  He  called  upon  the  noble 
Earl  to  afi'crt  it  again  upon  thofe  conditions ;  he  knew  he  could 
'  not ;  he  knew  ho  dared  not.  The  noble  Earl  qualified,  or 
aiFefled  to  qualify,  what  he  faid,  by  allowing  that  Mr..  Kep- 
pel afted  very  properly  in  returning.  How  cowld  that  be  ? 
The  qualification  was .  worfe,  if  poffible,  than  the  affcrtion. 
If  Mr.  Keppel  ^urned  his  back  upon  an  enemy  only  equal  to 
him  in  force^  it  was  evidence  incontrovertible,  that  he  had 
diflionouredth'e  flag  committed  to  his  chaise  ;  and  inftead 
of  ading  prudently  and  proj^erly,  he  would  have  aded  both 
imprudently^  improperly^  and  difgracefuHy.    If  the  noble 
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trfwd  did  not  think  fit  to  retraft  his  ^ords,  of  explain'^  the 
condoiioQ  on  cither  hand  was  inevitable. 

Another  cxpreffion  fell  from  his  Lordflilp^  which,  if  pcf- 
fible,  called  more  dircftly  for  explanation  than  the  former. 
Speaking  of  the  circumftance  of  D^OrviUiefs  being  ten  days 
at  fea  after  the  eitgagcment  earlier  than  Mr.  Keppel,  his 
Lordfhip  faid,  **  Our  fleet  being  fo  much  more  beaten,  as  I 
faid  before,  than  that  of  France.**  Is  not  thi-s  an  explicit 
declaration,  or  arffertion,  that  our  fiect  vras  more  beaten  than 
that  of  D^Orvillicrs  ?  Is  it  not  an  exprcls  avowal  and  ac- 
knowledgment of  what  France  pretends,  and  no  man  in  Eu- 
rope but  his  Lordfhip  believes :  that  our  fleet  was  beatenr 
becaufe  it  was  more  beaten  ?  How  will  this  account  (bund  in 
France  ^  How  will  it  be  received  on  the  continent,  when  it 
is  told,  that  the  iirfl  lord  of  the  admiralty  of  Great  Britain 
rifes  and  afGrms  in  his'place,  that  the  Britifh  fleet,  coniifting 
of  an  equal  number  of  fhips,  but  having  a  great  fuperiority 
in  the  rates  of  the  fhips,  the  number  of  guns,  &c.  according 
to  his  Lordfhip's  repeated  afTeftions  in  this  Houfe,  was  more 
beaten  under  thofe  circumftances  than  the  fleet  of  France. 

After  fbme  pointed  comments  on  the  probable  confequencea 
of  fuch  a  language^  and  fuch  an  avowal,  he  entered  into  a 
confideration  of  feveral  other  particulars,  which  came  out 
in  the  couffe  of  the  debate ;  and  obfervcd,  that  the  fitua- 
tionof  this  country  was  furely  very  lamentable  indeed,  if  wc 
had  only  a  doubtful  fuperiority  over  a  fingle  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  that  that  fuperiority  was  more  than 
balanced  by  thefuperior  fkill  and  bravery  of  our  enemies. 

He  obferved,  that  Spain  was  looking  on  with  a  view  to 
join  France,  at  the  firft  moment  fuch  a  junftion  promifed  to 
be  fatal  to  England  ;  fof  it  was  the  intention,  as  well  as  the 
interefl,  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  crufh  Great  Britain,  or 
at  leafl  fct  bounds  to  its  growing  naval  power,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  would  foon  become  much  too  formidable, 
fhould  Great  Britain  and  America  be  ever  again  united  un- 
der the  fame  government.  France  had  forborne  to  come 
forward  to  a  late  period,  left  an  early  interference  might 
darm  us,  and  have  mduceid  this  country  to  hold  out  reafona- 
ble  terms  to  America :  but  when  they  found  us  engaged  in  a 
continental  war  at  3000  miles  difkance,  and  our  relources  in 
men  and  money  pearly  exhaufted,  they  pulled  off  the  mafque; 
and  he  had  every  realbn  to  believe,  that  Spain  was  aAing  the 
fame  part,  and  that  bis  former  predictions  would  come  as  li- 
terally true  ;  that  we  fhould  at  length  find  ourfelves  engaged 
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in  a  mbft  hazardous,  expCDHve,  sind  bloody  war,  with  the 
united  force  of  France,  Spain  and  America. 

His  Grace  then  proceeded  to  ftate  tHc  naval  force  of 
France  from  authentic  documents  which,  be  faid,  he  had  in 
his  poiTeilion^  and  Which  would  confirm  the  ftatenieot  made 
by  the  noble  Earl  who  tnade  the  motion.  His  Grace  aiTerted, 
that  there,  were  on  a  particular  day  at  Breft,  fourteen  Ihips 
of  the  line  ready  for  fea,  thirteen  nearly  equipped^  and  ele- 
ven either  building  or  repairing,  and  in  a  confiderable  ftate 
of  forwardnefs,  in  all  thirty-eight ;  under  M.  Le  Graffe  at 
leaft  five  ;  with  Motif.  La  Mothe  Piquet  five  *;  under  Monf. 
Vaudreuil,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  two ;  at  Toulon  feven, 
including'  Monf.  Fabre's  fquadron  ;  at  Rochfort  ten,  part 
ready,  and  part  in  great  forwardnefs ;  in  the  Eaft-Indies  two; 
under  D'Eftaign  eleven ;  and  three  on  cruizes  ;  amountiDg 
cxaAly  to  the  number  ftated  by  the  noble  Earl.  But,  fup- 
pofing  that  ten  pf  thofe  (hould  not  be  ready,  or  even  thir- 
teen, ftill  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  muft 
confefs^  that  France  would  have  at  lead  feventy  fhifs  of  the 
line' at  fea  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  which  was  very  near- 
ly as  many  as  Great  Britain.  His  Grace  endeavoured  to 
prove  it  in  this  manner  :  at  the  different  ports  of  Plymouth, 
Portfmouth,  Chatham  and  Woolwich,  fivej  the  fquadron 
under  Byron  feventeen  ;  under  Rowley  feven  ;  in  the  Elaft- 
Indies,  or  on  their  way  thither,  fix ;  in  the  Mediterraneaa 
one ;  and  eight  either  repairing  or  upon  mifcellaneous  fervices; 
befides  the  weftern  fquadron,  thirty-four  or  thirty-five ;  the 
whole  would  be  but  eighty  ;  though  he  could  not,  by  the  lift 
.on  the  table,  make  out  more  than  feventy-eight :  bdt,  fol- 
lowing his  Lord(hip's  computation.  If  the  feven  guardfhips 
were  to  be  dedu£ted,  as  well  as  four  which  were  not  in  a  ftate 
of  repair  or  preparation  at  all,  this  would  leave  the  numbers 
fijcty-nine  to  ieventy,  to  which  if  added  the  ten  fhips  of  the 
line  put  into  coaimiifion,  the  true  ftate  of  the  Bntifh  and 
French  fleets,  during  the  fummer  operations,  would  be. 
Great  Britain  feventy-nine,  France  feventy ;  which  was  a 
fuperiority  by  no  means  fufficient  to  truft  the  fate  of  this 
country  to,  in  the  poflible  event  of  a  Spanifli  as  weU  as  a 
French  war. 
Earl^or  Earl  of  Sandwich  replied  generally,  that  he  did  not  beUeve 
*"^^  ''  the  account  given  of  the  naval  ftate  of  France  to  be  correfi  ; 
and  contended,  that  the  guard-fhips  ought  not  to  be  deduc- 
ed,, as,  if  occafion  called,  ibcy  might  be  employed. 
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To  the  charges  made  againft  him  by  the  noble  Duke,  of 
two  expreffions  which  he  had  imputed  to  him,  one  refpeAing 
the  &t€t  under  Admiral  Keppel  having  been  equal  to  the  fleet 
of  France ;  the  other,  t}iat  the  Britiin  fleet  was  more  beaten 
than  the  prenchi  he  thought  it  very  unfair  tp  catch  at  hii 
words,  and  cruel  to  mifinterpret  them.  He  never  pieant  to 
fay  pofitively  that  Mr,  iteppel'was  equal  to  D-Orvilliers ;  he 
only  faid,  for  any  thing  which  had  yet  appeared  to  the  con- 
trary, he  was ;  fo  he  affirmed  fiill ;  \mt  he  had  realbn  to  be- 
lieve that  the  French  fleet  might  be  more  numerous,  perhaps 
it  might  amount  to  twenty-three  or  twenty-four ;  but  what  he 
meant  was,  that,  confidering  our  fuperionty  in  three-deckers, 
the  diflerence  of  number  againft  us  might  have  been  counter- 
balanced. In  that  fenfe  he  wifhed  to  be  underflpod ;  he  never 
had  the  leaft  thoughts  of  pafling  any  direct  or  indirect  cen- 
fure  on  Mr.  Keppel's  conduft ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
he  aScd  very  properly,  and  would,  whenever  called  upon^ 
within  or  without  that  Houfe,  be  ready  to  declare  it. 

The  charge  of  his  faying,  that  the  Britifh  fleet  was  more 
beaten  than  that  of  France,  was  equally  ill-founded  ;  fuch 
an  idea  never  entered  into  his  head  ;  it  was  prepofterous  and 
abfurd  to  ftppofe  it.  He  had  feen  the  fleet  on  its  return  to 
Plymouth s  it  had  fuffered  greatly  indeed  ;  he  meant  no  more 
than  that,  and  was  afloniflied  when  he  heard  the  noble  Duke 
wreft  his  words  to  a  fenfe  he  never  meant  to  convey. 

Duke  of  Richmond  {zidf  he  was  fatisfied  with  the  explana- Duke  of 
tion  now  given  ;  but  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  it  was  ra-  *''*«»^ 
ther  unlucky  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  rofe  immediately, 
when  called  upon,  as  it  might  have  presented  very  improper 
ideas  getting  out  into  the  world,  both  refpefting  Mr.  Kep- 
pel's  conduft,  and  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  flag ;  but  rc-i* 
fpcding  bis  own  conduct,  he  had  a  word  or  two  to  &y.  The 
explanation  given  came  accompnied  with  an  aflertion  he 
would  never  let  pafs  uncontradi£ted ;  that  was,  a  direA  and 
pofitive  denial  of  the  words  ;  becaufe,  if  he  did,  their  Lord- 
fhips  would  go  away  with  an  idea,  that  he  had  imputed  ex- 

freflions  to  the  noble  Earl  which  had  never  fallen  from  him. 
lis  Grace  then  read  the  notes  he  took  at  the  inftant  the 
noble  Lord  was  fpeaking.  His  firft  expreffion— "  I  am  per- 
fedly  fatisfied,  that  Mr.  Keppel  was  equal  to  the  French 
fleet,  when  he  returned."— The  other--"  It  was  to  him 
[Earl  of  Sandwich]  a  full  demonflration,  tiiat  the  reafon  why 
the  French  got  ten  days  earlier  to  fea,  after  the  aftion  of  the 
27th  of  July,  was,  becaufe,  as  he  faid  before,  they  had  bee% 
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tnorcbcatcn," — Before  he  fat  down,  his  CJracc  laid,  that^ 
words  of  minifters  were  not  to  be  trufted  to,  cvca  in  raattn 
of  indifFerence,  and  of  little  or  no  confequeoce,  much  Ids  ia 
thofe  of  real  importance ;  and  then  entered  into  a  narratiTe 
of  the  conduft  of  the  roiniftcr  in  the  other  Houfc  [Lord 
North]  and  the  noble  Vifcount  in  his  eye  [Lord  Wcymocoi] 
who,  after  being  regularly  informed  of  each  prpgrefliTcfttp 
of  the  treaty  entered  into  by  France  ^nd  America,  and  of  in 
^ftually  being  figncd,  drnicd,  when  aiked  by  an  hcHiounbl: 
gelation  of  his  [Mr.  Fox]  and  a  noble  Duke  near  him  [Dckc 
of  Grafton]  that  they  had  either  heard  or  believed  a  fyUac<'.fi 
of  the  matter. 
i^dStef'  Lord  Stormont  condemned  loudly  the  frequent  indifcrt- 
^^^'  tions  which  nOble  Lords  were  guilty  of  in  mentioning  nat- 

ters of  fiate  in  that  Houfe.  While  he  was  in  a  public  cha- 
rafter  at  Paris,  he  had  almoft  daily  reafon  to  experience  it. 
It  was  not  neceflary  to  enter  into  particulars  ;  but  he  believed 
that  news-paper  accounts,  and  other  publications,  in  paropb- 
lets,  &c.  of  their  Lordfhips'  debates,  containing  angry  and  io- 
difcrcjBt  e^cpreffions,  either  refpe&ing  the  French  court  or  the 
French  kipg^  had  worfe  effefts  than  any  thing  die  whatcrer 
in  bringing  matters  to  their  prefent  ftate  [fuppofed  to  allode 
]to  an  expreilion  of  the  late  Lord  Suffolk,  and  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  in  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  1777].  He  was  yery  forry  to  hear  Spain  bronght 
into  the  prefent  d/ebate ;  jthe  conduft  of  crowned  heads,  aad 
the  fpirit  and  ability  qf  gieat  nations,  werefubjefts  of  a  very 
delicate  nature,  and  ought  tp  be  mentioned  with  great  cau- 
tion. It  was  the  noble  Lprd  that  m^de  the  motion  who  iirfi 
mentioned  Spain  ;  but  he  had  Ui  lanaent,  that  the  noble  Eail 
[Sandwich]  who  replied,  and  whofe  great  abilities  he  was 
ready  to  confcfs,  had  taken  *ny  particular  notice  of  \u  The 
words  of  pcrfons  in  high  office,  aftd  in  the  fecret  of  the  pob- 
lie  councils  of  the  nation,  were  watched,  and  frequently  made 
very  unfavourable  and  improper  impreHjons,  He  feid,  one 
general  anfwer  would  ferve  on  fuch  occafioi)^ ;  jh^t  i$,  a  pro- 
per trull  in  the  afTur^mces  given  by  friendly  powers,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  a  full  refolution,  independent  pf  any  external 
circumftances,  to  preferve  the  honour,  ainl  i^eadily  pDrfue  the 
^nterefts,  of  the  nation. 

In  aplvvcr  to  a  paflage  which  had  fallen  from  the  noMc 
Duke  who  fpoke  before  him,  relative  to  his  conduft  while 
a.mbaffador  at  the  court  of  France,  he  repeated  bis  foraicr 
^arrative,  f^lfitivp  to  the  information  of  the  treaty  ncgotiar 
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ting  between  France  and  America,  till  its  final  completion ; 
and  faid,  France  never  determined  to  interfere,  till  they  re- 
ceived an  account  of  the.  unfortunate  affair  of  Saratoga. 

Lord  Lyttelton  faid,  he  enjoyed  a  place  under  government,  Lord  Lyt* 
which  minifters  were  welcome  to,  if  they  thought  it  a  crime  ''''•**• 
in  a  man  to  declare  his  mind,  when  the  dearefl  and  moft  vital 
intereflsof  his  country  were  at  ftake.  Nothing  fhould  prevent 
hioi  from  fpeaking  his  mind ;  and,  even  upon  the  moft  fordid 
motives,  he  appealed  to  every  Lord  prefent,  when  the  fall  of 
ftocks,  decreafcd  value  of  landed  property,  and  accumulated 
new  burdens,  were  taken  into  the  account,  whether  it  was 
worth  the  while  of  any  Lord,  or  any  man  of  property,  to 
partake  of  the  favours  of  government,  when  it  was  confide- 
red,  that  what  he  received  as  a  placeman  was  more  than  what 
le  lofl  as  a  land -owner  or  a  man  of  property. 

The  noble  Vifcount  had  talked  of  the  neccffity  of  being 
Iclicate  and  referved  in  what  was  faid  in  that  Houfe  refpeS- 
n|  Spain ;  he  faw  no  reafon  for  any  fuch  delicacy  ;  the  fub- 
ea  was  important,  and  it  ought  to  be  met  fairly.  Spain 
:ither  would  or  would  not  join  France;  to  temporife  was  to 
ull  this  country  into  a  ftate  of  doubt,  and  might  increafe  the 
langer  that  would  attend  the  interference  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
Irid,  whenever fhe  fliould interfere;  he  hoped  therefore  the 
niniftry  would  infift  on  explicit  anfwers  from  that  court. 
The  noble  Vifcount  had  talked  of  private  friendlhip,  and 
ompared  it  with  the  faith  of  nations,  and  the  friendly  aiTu- 
anccsof  one  fovereign  ftate  to  another;  furely  the  noble 
/^ifcount  was  not  ferious  in  that  part  of  his  argument,  and 
id  not  imagine  that  any  one  Lord  wouW  be  weak  enough  to 
dopt  the  poiition  ! — The  cafe  was  widely  different :  private 
riendfhip  arofe  from  a  limilarity,  of  mind,  a  limilarity  of 
rinciples,  a  limilarity  of  views,  and  often  of  blood,  of  con- 
ingninity,  and  of  relationftiip ;  but,  even  in  the  latter  cafe, 
beir  Lordfhips  had  inftances  of  the  little  hold  of  that  tie. 
'ould  it  be  faid  that  Spain  and  England  had  the  fame  prin* 
iples,  the  fame  views,  the  fame  confanguinity,  or  the  fame 
elationfhip  ?  Did  not  the  Family  Compaft  ftarc  us  in  the 
ice ;  and  was  it  not  a  nqtorious  fa£t,  that  the  feparate  branches 
f  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  were  bound  by  treaty  to  aflift  each 
thcr  when  either  of  them  was  attacked  ? — ^Let  the  noble 
Hfcount  alfo  recoUeft,  that  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that 
!ie  fame  argument  which-  he  had  dwelt  upon,  refpe£ling 
pain,  held  equally  good  refpefting  France,  and  that  too  at  a 
ery  recent  period.    Was  it  not  the  language  of  minifters. 
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that  France  was  the  friend  of  England  ;  nay,  was  it  ncft  t* 
language  of  the  throne  itfclf?  Were  not  both  Houfcsof  P*:- 
liament  told,  in  the  moft  direft  and  flrong  terms,  that  Frasct 
had  made  fuch  aflurances  of  her  friendfhip,  as  put  the  qjd- 
tion  of  her  fincerity  beyond  all  doubt,  and  rendered  t^ err 
idea  of  her  affifting  America  ridiculous  ?  And  yet,  whatbil 
France  done? — In  the  midft  of  her  friendly  aflurances,  is ! 
had  formally  received  arabafladors  from  CongreU,  and,  fcri 
confiderablc  length  of  time,  fhe  had  been  daily  employed  r 
furnifhing  America,  as  the  noble  Vifcount  had  himfclf  ftstd 
it,  with  military  ftores,  and  the  means  of  carrying  on  tail 
war,  which  had  coft  this  country  fo  vaft  an  expcncc  of  mtz 
and  money.  At  length,  to  purfue  the  noble  V ifcount's  ar- 
rangement of  fafts  ftill  further,  (he  had  thought  proper  12 
throw  off  the  maik,  and  our  friend,  the  French  minifle:, 
came  with  his  famous  refcript,  notifying  to  the  Britilh  go-: 
vernment,  that  the  king  his  mafter,  out  of  his  abundant  \o\i\ 
and  friendfhip  to  Great-Britain,  had  thought  proper  to  co-l 
ter  into  a  treaty  with  America,  a  treaty  offenfive  and  cc- 
fenfive,  and  fuch  a  treaty  as  was  to  enable  America  ftill  tzr- 
ther  to  refift,  and  to  alfert  her  independency.  Let  dc^!s 
Lords  hold  thefc  wtU- known  circumftances  in  their  vicw,ai:J 
dien  let  them  judge  of  the  weight  of  the  noble  Vilcount's  ar- 
gument, that  private  fricndfliip  and  public  amity  were  (\2o- 
'  nimous^erms,  and  meant  cxaSly  the  fame  thing  :  for  hi« 
own  part,  nobody  had  a  greater  regard  for  the  pundtlios  cf 
Spain  than  he  had  ;  but  he  wiflied  to  know,  from  the  autho- 
rity of  minifters,  what  were  the  engagements,  and  what  thr 
profeflions  of  that  p5wer,  at  this  critical  junfturc  ?  All  thit 
he  could  now  ipeak  to  was,  her  conduS.  At  this  time  ihci 
was  armed  in  a  moft  formidable  manner  :  twenty-five  fliipsl 
of  the  lipe,  completely  manned  and  rigged,  and  ready  for  thjj 
fea,  with  three  admirals*  flags  flying,  were  in  the  harbour  ctl 
Cadiz.  She  had  ftftpped  the  entrance  of  the  Mediterranean : 
had  faid  to  England,  "  Thus  far  fhall  you  go,  and  no  far- 
ther 1"  prefcribing  the  bounds  of  her  navigation,  and  adding, 
*'  You  were  once  the  emprefs  of  the  ocean,  but  now  not  a 
Jfliip  muft  pafs  the  Straits  oif  Gibraltar  without  my  permiffion. 
France  may  deprive  you  of  the  trade  of  the  Mediterraneafi, 
Minorca  may  be  taken ;  but  I  have  certain  engagements  that : 
muft  be  fulfilled,  and  you  muft  accommodate  yourlelves  ac- ; 
pordingly." 

Hi&Lordfhip  purfued  this  argument  for  foine  time,  ftatincr  i 
the  probable  conlequence  of  our  humouring  tlie  coort  of  Ma-  I 
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drid,  and  in  esprefs  words  aiferted,  that  if  Gibraltar  vvas  ex- 
torted tiova  us  hy  Spam,  as  the  price  of  her  neutrality,  we 
flioukl  find,  that  Spain  would  be  our  friend  in  May,  and, 
with  Gibraltar  at  her  back,  our  foe  in  Auguft. 

HisLordfliip  directed  his  attention  to  the  particular  charge 
allcdged  againft  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty, ' 
refpeding  the  fending  out  Admiral  Keppel  with  only  twenty 
Ihips,  when  it  was  ftated  that  there  were  a  greater  number  in 
Breft  water.  He  repeated  his  aftonilhnient  that  the  noUc 
Earl  had  refufed  to  anlwer  the  queftion  put  to  him  by  the 
noble  Duke  [the  Duke  of  Richmond]  and  faid  he  had  waited 
with  fome  anxiety,  in  hopes  that  an  explicit  reply  would  be 
made  either  by  the  noble  Earl  high  in  office,  or  fome  other 
minjfter.  Did  the  noble  Earl  recollef^,  that  he  had  himfelf 
declared  Mr.  Keppcl's  orders  were  to  return,  if  hedifcovered 
the  French  fleet  to  be  apparently  fuperior  ?  Did  he  fee  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  whole  matter  was  involved,  for  want 
of  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer  ?  Surely  the  noble  Lord  did  not  mean 
toconfefs  that  he  fcnt  out  Admiral  Keppel  with  orders  to  run 
2way  from  the  French  fleet  t — and  yet  that  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  matter,  as  it  then  flood.  Either  Admiral 
Keppel  was  to  blame  for  returning,  or  thofe  that  fent  him  out, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  were  to  blame  for  having  fent  him 
out  with  a  fleet  inferior  to  tliat  of  France,  No  pofition 
could  be  more  obvious  or  unembarralled.  Blame  muft  lie 
Toroewhere;  to  whom  was  it  to  be  imputed,  or  how  were 
their  Lordlhips  to  know  in  what  maqner  they  oueht  to  vote 
that  day,  unlefs  fome  explanation  was  given  ?  He  ftated  what 
be  had  himfelf  heard  in  another  aflembly,  relative  to  this 
bufmcfs,  and  repeated  Admiral  Keppcl's  words  upon  the  fub- 
jcft,  when  he  defcribed  the  great  ftruggle  in  his  mind,  on 
finding  himfelf  obliged  to  turn  his  back  on  the  French ;  that 
back,  added  his  Lordfliip,  emphatically,  which  had  never  be- 
fore been  turned  on  the  enemies  of  his  country  ! — The  Ad- 
miral had  then  avowed  that  ^^  he  gave  up  his  feelings,  and 
tlic  pride  of  his  heart,  to  the  painful  fenfe  of  the  duty  he 
owed  his  country."  The  cxprcflion  was  a  ftrong  indication 
of  the  conflict  in  the  Admiral's  mind,  and  while  it  did  him 
honour,  made  every  man  who  heard  him  feel  for  the  dilemma: 
in  which  Mr.  Keppel  was  at  that  time  involved,  made  the 
pull'cs  of  their  hearts  beat  quick  with  the  glow  of  applaufc 
that  they  felt  for  his  conduft,  and  made  them  execrate  thofe 
whu  had  put  a  commander  of  diftinguiflied  reputation  andnbi- 
lity,to  thcdifficulty  of  either  rifquing  the  fafety  of  hiscpuiUry, 
"O  o  2  or 
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or  of  doing  injury  to  his  own  feelings,  both  as  a  man,  an<^* 
cer,  and  a  citizen.     He  paid  Admiral  Keppel  the  higheft 
compliments,  and  faid  that,  thofe  minifters  were  fuprcmcly 
criminal,  who  drove  fuch  an  officer  from  the  fervicc  of  his 
country.     That,  in  days  of  imminent  public  danger,  inftcad 
of  flighting  fuch  men,  out  of  ridiculous  pundiHos  of  ofSce, 
it  was  the  duty  of  minifters  rather  to  accommodate  their  ca- 
price, as  long  as  thofe  caprices  did  not  operate  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  ftate,  and,   by  every  poffible  attention,,    to   cn- 
>      courage  them  to  continue  in  thofe  high  military  ftatioas^ 
for  which  their  talents,  their  valour,  their  experience,  and 
their  exalted  p^ofeffional  charafter,  pointed  them  out  as  the 
beft  qualilied.     He  faid,  no  officer  in  the  navy  flood  higher 
in  the  opinion  of  feamen  than  Admiral  Keppel ;  that  the  very 
circumftance  of  having  broke  his  orders,  and  returned  home, 
when  he  difcovered  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  fleet,  gain- 
ed him  the  greateft  Iwnour  from  his  own  profeffion ;  that  Ad- 
miral Keppel  had  not  gone  out  merely  to  fight  for  a  few 
ihips,  but  to  defend  our  docks,  and  our  arfenals ;  to  defend 
Portfmouth,  to  defend  Plymouth,,  to  defend  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, to  defend  tlie  navigation  of  the  Thames,  and  to  prc- 
ferve  their  Lordfhips*  feats  in  that  very  Houfe ;  in  fhort,  to 
preferve  the  whole  Britifli  empire;  for  no  lefs  was  the  cbjcEt 
that  Admiral  Keppel  was  feat  to  defend,  and  no  lefs  would 
have  been  the  lofs,  if  he  had  been  defeated.     Either  the  mi- 
nifter  who  gave  the  orders,  or  the  Admiral  who  violated  them, 
was  in  the  wrong.      O/ie  of  the  two  was  certainly  to  blame, 
but  which  of  the  two  was  the  queftion.     The  admiral,  in 
his  fubfequent  condaft,  had  not  only  been  acquitted  by  his 
proper  judges,  but  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land.    The  condu£l  of  the  noble  Earl  in  office  had  not,  to 
that  day,  been  enquired  into,  nor  juftified  ;  and  it  appeared 
to  be  the  fenfc  of  adminiftration  to  flobber  it  over,  if  they 
were  able  :   for  not  long  before  Admiral  Keppel  was  fent 
out  with  thofe  twenty  fliips,  to  meet  a  force  fo  unequal  and 
fo  fuperior,  that  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  acknow* 
ledged  he  was  juftified  in  avoiding  it ;  not  long  before  that, 
the  noble  Earl  had  afferted,  from  official  accounts  which  he 
produced  at  that  table,  that  we  had  a  fuperior  force  to  the 
\ini ted  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  that  every  minifter  ought  to 
have  fuch  a  force  who  was  at  the  head  of  his  department;  an 
affertion  of  the  greateft  weight,  of  the  moft  material  impor- 
tance ;  for  who  could  doubt  what  the  firft  Lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, who  muft,  from  his  office^  have  the  beft  intelligence 
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concerning  the  ftatc  of  the  navy,  declared  to  be  true  ?  Who 
could  controvert  an  opinion  which  was  grounded  upon  offi- 
cial intelligence  ?  What  was  ihe  effeft  of  this  declaration's 
coming  from  fufh  an  authority } — It  was  admitted  to  be 
true ;  it  flopped  the  enquiry  ;  it  fufpended  the  vigour  of  all 
our  operations.  Much  might  have  been  done  by  Parliament, 
if  Parliament  was  fenlible  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  country  ; 
but  the  affertion  being  falfe,  how  did  it  operate  ?  It  hood- 
winked that  Houle  ;  it  blinded  their  Lordfliips  where  they 
ought  to  have  feen  cleareft  ;  or,  giving  their  Lordfhips  falic 
hopes  and  falfe  expectations,  deluded  them  on  to  the  extreme 
verge,  to  the  very  brink,  of  deftruSion.  With  regard  to 
himfelf,  the  noble  Lord's  declaratioir  refpcfting  the  ftate  of 
the  fleet  altered  his  opinion  immediately ;  it  diflipated  his 
dread  of  our  commencing  a  war  with  France  with  an  une- 
qual fleet ;  it  gave  him  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  conteft,  and  it 
induced  him  to  rife  and  reply  to  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  in 
defence  of  the  firfl  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  whofe  conduA 
that  able  ftatefman,  the  deceafed  Earl,  had  I'everely  attacked, 
on  the  allegation  that  he  had  not  above  twenty  fhips  of  the 
line  then  fit  for  aftual  fervicc.  Their  Lordfnips  doubtlefs 
recollefted  the  argument  he  had  ufed  on  the  occafion,  an  ar- 
gument which  he  certainly  fhould  not  have  had  an  idea  of 
dwelling  upon,  but  for  tlie  aflcrtions  of  the  noble  Lord,  who 
had  that  day  been  properly  termed  the  marine  minifler  of  this 
country*  Mutilated  accounts  from  office,  his  Lordfhip  de- 
clared, were  always  dangerous :  in  the  cafe  alluded  to,  the  de- 
ception was  a  two-edged  (word  ;  it  cut  both  ways,  it  wound- 
ed friends  and  foes,  but  the  point  of  it  was  turned  againft  the 
breafls  of  the  people. 

His  Lordfhip  then  adverted  to  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and 
fubflantially  exprefTed  himfelf  as  follows  :  The  kingdom  is 
deflitute  of"^  refources  and  deflitute  of  allies.  Our  trade  de- 
creafing,  our  manufaftories  perifhing.  The  firfl  Lord  of  the 
trcafury  has  confefTed  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  that  he 
could  only  raife  feven  millions  when  he  wanted  eight ;  and 
that  he  was  forced  to  bribe  the  monied  men  by  ruinous  bar- 
gains to  advance  the  feven  millions.  We  are  engaged  in  a 
double  war  with  France  and  America.  As  to  the  American 
war,  however  juflifiablc  in  its  principles,  which  I  think  were 
conflitutional  principles^  it  has  neverthelefs  in  its  conduct 
been,  from  the  time  that  General  Gage  was  pent  up  in  Bo- 
fton,  down  to  the  more  fatal  period  of  the  furrender  of  Sa- 
ratoga, when  that  brave  oflkcr,  General  Burgoyne,  was  for- 
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ccd  to  fubitiit  to  the  mortification  of  forrendcring  his  ariry 
into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  one  black  xra,  pregDanc 
.  with  the  moft  dire  mifchiefs,  the  ipoft  cruel  fortune,  the  bit- 
tereft  calamities  and  the  moft  inexpiable  evils,  that  thiscoua- 
try  ever  endured,  and  £0  it  will  be  marked  by  the  lateft  pofte- 
rity. 

It  is  now  faid  there  is  good  news— What  is  it  ? — Colonel 
Campbell  is  arrived  from  Georgia  with  the  news  of  a  vifto- 

S,  and  in  the  fame  breath  requires  a  reinforcement.    Good 
jd  !  let  noble  Lords  confider  the  ftate  of  the  American  ba- 
finefs  as  it  really  ftands ;  Georgia  is  ours,  Bofton  was  ours, 
Philadelphia  was  ours,  but  after  five  years  conteft  we  are  re- 
duced to  little  more  than  half  a  provmce  ;  then  what  is  the 
objeft  of  the  American  war  ?  America,  if  it  were  ours  on 
the  terms  of  the  commiffioners,  would  rather  be  a  burthen 
than  an  acquifition  ;  but  redouble  every  effort,  ftrain  every 
remaining  nerve  that  this  kingdom  has  left ;  compleiat  the 
twin,  fend  fleet  after  fleet,  and  army  after  army,  America,  he 
•  -contended,  never  would  be  ours  by  conqueft.     To  what  pur- 
pofe  are  we  exhaufting  ourfelves  ?  To  what  end  arc  we  fpcnd- 
ingour  ftrength  ?  What  is  the  objeft  that  we  are  in  purfuit 
of  ?  It  is  not  taxation  ;  there  is  no  man  but  Mr.  Vyner  now 
in  the  three  kingdoms  that  has  any  idea  of  taxing  Ame- 
rica :  it  is  not  fupremacy  ;  it  is  not  legiflation  ;  for  that  has 
been  all  given  up  by  the  commiflioners ;  they  have  changed 
places  with  the  oppofition.     Lord  Chatham^s  bill  was  a  Tory 
fyftem  of  government,  in  comparifon  of  what  the  commiiTio- 
ners  offered.     They  have  gone  much  in  concei&on  beyond 
the   noble  Lord   near  me  [Lord  Shelburne]  ;   they  hare 
even  out-fliot  the  noble  Duke  [Duke  of  Richmond]  at  his 
own  bow  ;   they  have  given  up  every  thing,  and  have  pro- 
pofed  to  pay  the  debts  of  America,  debts  contrafted  by  her 
military  oppofition  to  Great  Britain  !— Then  what  is  the  ob- 
jeft  )  It  was  a  queftion  lately  put  to  me  by  an  honcfi  gentle- 
man farmer  down  in  the  country,  who  faid,  "  This  American 
war  has  ruined  us  all,  and  if  we  conquer  America  what  are  we 
to  get  by  the  conquefl  ?*'  His  Lordfliip  added,  that  it  was  a 
queftion  which  muft  be  anfwered  ;  at  prefent  a  general  le- 
thargy prevailed,  the  people  came  down  to  the  bar  of  their 
Lordmips'  Houfe  gaping  for  intelligence,  liftcning  with  a 
greedy  ear  to  their  debates,  each  day  hearing,  with  unmoved 
mufcles,  a  recapitulation  of  their  own  wrctcbednefs  and  the 
accumulated  miferies  of  their  country,  and  afterwards  went 
away  with  perfeft  compofure^  like  men  wl^o  left  the  theatre 
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after  feeing  a  tragedy^  in  the  fcveral  incidents  of  which  thejr 
had  not  the  fmalleft  concern,  and  by  the  diftrefs  of  the  whole 
of  which  they  were  not  at  all  affefted.  If  the  people  of  Eng- 
land did  not  ibon  awake  and  roufe  themfelves,  they  would  be 
put  to  death  in  their  fleep.  Their  Lordfhips,  neverthelefs, 
muft  give  him  leave  to  fay,  that  whenever  the  grey-coated 
freeholder  whom  he  had  mentioned,  ftaggering  under  the 
weight  of  taxes,  faid,  "  I  will  pay  no  more  taxes,"  the  king- 
dom would  be  in  a  convulfion  from  Cornwall  to  Scotland. 

After  dcfcanting  much  at  large,  upon  the  unfortunate  fitu- 
ation  ofaffairs,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  that  in  a  criiis  fo  alarming 
as  the  prefent,  it  was  wife  to  call  for  ailiftance  wherever  it 
could  be  found  ;  that  party  and  faction  Ihould  be  forgot ; 
that  men  of  abilities,  let  their  political  fentioients  be  what 
they  might,  ought  to  be  confulted.  The  noble  Earl  who  made 
the  motion  [Briftol]  however  minifters  might  think  him  their 
enemy  in  that  Houfe,  was  a  well-wi(her  to  government,  and 
a  firm  friend  to  his  cbuntry.  His  abilities  and  knowledge  in 
his  profcffion  were  undoubted  ;  his  council,  therefore,  rela- 
tive to  the  marine  department,  on  which  at  this  moment  our 
all  depended,  muft  be  highly  valuable.  The  noble*  Earl  near 
him  [Shelburne]  had  talents  which  did  him  great  honour,  and 
might  be  employed  with  infinite  advantage  to  the  ftate.  The 
Boble  Duke  in  his  eye  [Duke  of  Grafton]  had  before  dif- 
charged  his  duty  in  office,  much  to  the  credit  of  himfelf  and 
of  his  Majefty  :  others  there  were,  who  ought  to  be  ad- 
vifcd  with. 

His  Lordihip  declared,  that  in  all  he  had  faid,  he  fpoke  not 
from  motives  of  pcrfonal  pique  and  rancour;  to  th<J  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  he  had  none,  and  he  thank- 
ed God  he  had  none  to  any  Lord  in  the  Houfe.  He  was  far 
from  condemning  the  noble  Lord  as  yet  upon  any  ground  of 
accofatioQ,  perhaps  he  might  be  innocent  of  every  one  that 
had  been  alledged  ;  he  knew  him  to  have  great  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  his  King  and  the  intereft  of  his  country  ;  and  that 
on  many  occafions  he  had  fhewn  the  utmoft  alacrity  as  a  mi- 
niftcr,  and  the  utmoft  attention  to  his  official  duty.  He  knew 
he  was  attached  to  it  :  but  in  cafes  like  the  prefent,  it  be- 
hoved every  man  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  ;  the  interefts  of 
every  individual  were  at  ftake,  becaufc  the  interefts  of  every 
individual  were  neccffariiy  involved  in  the  general  interefts 
of  the  kingdom.  He  was  as  yet,  however,  ^t  a  lofs  how  he 
ought  to  vote  ;  heavy  charges  were  made  on  one  hand,  and 
pofitivcly  denied  on  the  other.    There  was  no  proof  either  of 
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the  allegations  or  the  anfwers  before  their  Lordfhips.  He 
wifhed  that  the  Houfe  would  adjourn  to  their  committee- 
room,  and  lit  from  day  to  day,  till  they  had  examined  into 
the  validity  of  each  charge.  The  noble  Earl  who  made  the 
motion  faid  he  had  papers  in  his  hand  to  prove  his  affcr- 
tions  ;  if  thofe  papers  were  laid  upon  the  table,  they  might 
alBft  their  Lbrdfhips  in  their  inveftigation  of  the  troth  of  the 
fcveral  fafts  which  had  been  ftated  ;  but  their  Lordlhips,  even 
then,  could  not  go  into  the  inveftigation  at  that  late  hour  of 
the  night. 

He  took  occafion  to  ftate  his  principles  rcfpefting  the  right 
of  taxation  of  America,  whicli  he  faid  he  had  been  taught 
by  that  honeft  and  able  minifter  Mr.  Grenville,  and  under 
his  father,  to  confidcr  as  inherent  in  this  country,  however 
expedient  it  might  be  for  her  to  wave  the  exercife  of  that  right 
occafionally,  or  forego  it  altogether.  He  declared  his  defence 
of  miniftry  for  purfuing  the  American  war  had  been  entirely 
founded  upon  principle,  but  that  the  cafe  was  materially  altera! 
when  miniftry  thought  proper  to  abandon  every  one  of  dicir 
avowed  objefts.  H 1  s  Lordftiip  concluded  his  fpeech  with  fay- 
ing, that  upon  the  whole  he  wilhed  a  fpirit  of  enquiry  might 
go  forth,  and  that  the  enquiry  might  be  full,  free  and  impartial. 
That  there  muft  be  fome  known  and  declared  objeft  to  juftify 
the  coniinuat?on  of  the  American  war,  which  had  proved  fo 
ruinous  antl  difaftrous  ;  that  in  regard  to  France,  no  honour- 
able peace  could  he  m^Je  with  the  common  enemy  unlefs  her 
marine  was  extinguifheJ,  and  by  that  extinftiori  a  vaft  increafc 
of  trade  was  obtained  to  this  country,  in  order  to  indemnify 
her  for  the  enormous  expences  of  the  war  ;  above  all,  he  ad- 
▼ifed  miniftry  not  to  dream  of  peace  upon  difhonourable 
teitns.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  faid 
that  France  was  fortified,  and  this  country  was  open  ;  it 
were  better  that  we  were  to  fortify  our\:oafts,  and  that  every 
man,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  fliould  turn  out,  and  be  obli- 
ged 10  ferve  his  country,  than  that  we  (hould  patch  up  a  hol- 
low truce  with  France,  for  fear  of  the  intervention  of  Spain. 
^}  ^^.  Earl  of  jUbtngdon.  -  The  laft  noble  Lord  having  faid  that  he 

*'^  *"'  took  his  ideas  from  Mr.  Grenville,  and  that  from  that  time  to 
thi<s,  he  bad  thought,  and  Ihould  continue  to  think,  that  this 
country  had  a  conftitutional  right  of  taxation  over  America, 
though  minifters,  who  had  helped  to  confirm  him  in  this  opi- 
nion, had  now  given  up  that  right,  his  Lordfhiprofe  tofpcak 
to  that  point,  and  f.^id,  that  the  very  reverfe  of  that  doctrine 
was  the  truth  ;  that  this. country  had  no  conftitutional  right 
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of  taxation  over  America  ;  that  fuch  a  right  was  fubverfive 
of  thecoBftitutioO)  for  America  was  not  ■rcprefented  in  Parlia* 
meat  ;  that  thefe  Were  his  principles,  and  (hould  continue  to 
he  fo,  though  his  life  (hould  pay  the  forfeit  of  them.     He 
faid,  that  he  adopted  no  fyftem  but  that  of  the  conftitution  ; 
that  he  belonged  to  no  party,  but  fuch  as  fupported  the  confti- 
t  ution ;  that  fafiion  was  his  abhorrence,  from  the  example  of  ru* 
in  which  the  faction  of  government  had  brought  down  On  this 
country  ;  that  truth  was  his  objeft,  and  plain  common  fenfe 
the  handmaid  that  led  him  to  the  embraces  of  it ;  that  6n  this 
ground  he  had  fet  up  the  conftitution  of  England  as  his  idol^ 
for  in  this  thete  was  truth  ;  that  under  this  conftitution  he 
was  born,  and  being  fo  born  he  was  bound  to  protcft  it ;  that 
it  was  the  common  centre,  around  which  the  whole  globe  of 
ftate  muft.turn,  and  every  deviation  therefrom,  like  the  fiery- 
comets  moving  through  their  excentric  orbs,  carried  ruin  and 
devallation  along  with  it ;  that  fuch  a  comet  bad  appeared  in 
this  reign,  for  by  overleaping  the  bounds  of  the  conftitution^ 
torrents  of  blood  had  been  fpilled,  and  wretchednefs  and  mi- 
fcry  upon  the  human  race  had  enfued.     He  faid,  Good  God  ! 
that  a^y  man  or  fet  of  men  ihould  be  fufFered  to  run  a  courfe 
fo  deftruftive  of  humanity  ;  that  a  dead  and  corrupt  majo-^ 
rity  in  Parliament  had  prefumed  to  violate  the  laws  of  nature^ 
and  take  away  the  rights  of  the  people  of  England,  which  no 
man  or  fet  of  men  can  do  ;  and  that  they  had  done  this,  let 
the  a£ks  of  parliament  they  had  pafted  be  the  proofs  in  evi- 
dence againft  them  ;  that  in  doing  this  they  had  afted,  for 
corruption's  fake,  againft  their  feelings,  their*  reafon,  their 
judgment,  and,  above  all,  againft  their  confciences  ;  a  filent 
monitor,  which  will  not  fail  to  admonilh  them  in  this  world 
of  the  punifhmcnt  which  they  will  receive  in  the  next. 

That  the  alpha  and  omega  of  his  politics  was  reformation^ 
that  look  at  home  (the  motto  of  the  Congrefs  paper  money) 
was  his  maxim  ;  and  that  if  we  had  done  this  in  the  begin^ 
ning  of  all,  this  villainy  in  America  would  never  have  taken 
place ;  that  the  fountain-head  was  foul,  and  muft  be  purged  ; 
and  until  this  be  done,  all  that  flows  from  it  will  be  impure 
and  corrupt ;  that  even  now  it  was  not  too  late  to  begin  re- 
formation, if  men  were  really  in  earneft ;  that  it  would  do 
more  good  than  all  our  fleets  and  armies  put  together,  and 
without  it  there  would  be  no  peace  on  earth ;  that  the  prefent 
war  was  a  war  againft  human  nature,  a  butchery,  in  which 
we  were  the  butchers,  the  aggreflbrS;  and  the  ftoners  ab  ori'^ 
^{W  againft  the  conftittttioA* 
Vol.  XII.  P  p  Earl 
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tulCcnven  Earl  Gower  confeflcd,  that  he  had  every  reafon  to  belieTi 
Admiral  Keppei  was  inferior  to  D'Orvilicrs,  when  he  failed 
the  firft  time  from  Portfmouth ;  yet  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  meafure  of  fending  him  out  was  perfeAly  jaftifiablCy  in 
order  to  proteft  and  favour,  by  his  prcfence  in  the  Bay,  the 
fafety  and  return  of  the  trade  fleets,  then  upon  their  way 
home,  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  He  believed,  and 
had  good  reafon  to  do  fo,  that  the  Breft  fleet,  when  Mr.  Kcp- 
pcl  failed  with  twepty  fhips,  might  have  coniifted  of  twenty- 
lix  at  the  moft ;  and  when  general  cetifurcs  were  thrown 
upon  adminiflration  for  their  fuppofed  conduA  towards  Mr, 
Keppei,  he  begged  to  be  excluded.  He  protefled  he  had  no 
hand  in  it,  wheflier  right  or  wrong,  becaufe  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  affair,  till  the  trial  was  ordered.  He  knew  the  admi-" 
ral  long  before  he  ever  went  to  fea,  when  they  were  c}iildrca 
together ;  and  he  never  entertained  a  fecond  opinion  of  him, 
either  as  a  feaman  or  a  man*  He  was  a  moft  able  oflBcer ;  be 
was  an  honeft  man.  He  denied  that  either  Mr.  Keppei  or 
Lord  Howe  had  been  driven  from  the  fcrvice.  They  had 
motives  for  decliriing  to  ferve,  and  perhaps  very  good  ones. 
He  was  very  forry  that  any  caufe,  real  or  imaginary,  fhould 
deprive  the  country  of  their  fcrvices ;  and  he  was  equally  fo, 
as  he  feared  the  nation  Would  fhortly  fufFer  another  fignal  lof«, 
by  a  refignation  which  he  underftood  was  on  the  eve  of  tak- 
ing: place  [Sir  Robert  Harland.l 
Lord  Stel'  Lord  Shclhurm  rofe  next,  and  went  through  a  great  variety 
of  matter,  the  following  paflages  of  his  fpeech  were,  how- 
ever, the  moft  ftriking* 

His  Lordfliip  pointed  out  the  almoft  total  want  of  difci- 
plinc  aboard  the  fleet,  and  the  abfufd  and  monftrous  nieafures 
atiopud  by  minifters,  refpefting  its  diftrihuti6n  of  our  ma- 
rine as  well  as  our  military  force,  both  in  America  and  the 
Weft-Indies.  All  North  America  was  left  defcncelcfs,  with- 
out To  much  as  a  Angle  fhip  to  defend  it.  In  the  Weft-Indies, 
there  'vere  fcvcntecn  left  idle  and  unemployed,  and  the  admi- 
ral tied  there,  waiting  for  inftruftions  from  Europe  what  to 
do  next.  The  general  at  St.  Lucia  in  the  fame  iituation,  and 
ftationcd  there  only  to  fuperihtend  an  hofpital,  filled  with  five 
thoufand'Of  the  beft  troops  ih  Europe.  General  Pfevoft  in 
nearly  alimilar  fituation  in  Georgia;  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
rcturnin^r  home  for  want  of  a  reinforcertient,  the  troops  in- 
ter., led  for  tliat  fcrvice,  which  (houldhave  been  fcnt  off  early 
in  March,  detained  by  contrary  winds.  God  knows  when 
they  may  get  there  ;  and  when  they  do^  the  campaign  will  be 
fo  far  fpent,  as  to  render  them  entirely  ufclefs  ini  this,  year* 
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Hcfpoke  very  fully  to  the  total  want  of  difcipline  aboard  the 
fleet;  talked  of  a  mutiny  aboard  the  three  flag  fhips  in  the 
weftem  fquadron  laft  year,  and  obferved,  that  the  treatment 
Sir  Robert  Harland  received  while  giving  his  evidence  at  the 
court-martial  now  fitting  at  Portfmouth,  was  a  very  bad 
pmen  of  what  would  probably  happen,  if  he  went  to  fea  with 
two  of  the  members  [fuppofcd  to  mean  Digby  and  Derby]  of 
that  court-martial,  who  were  rear  admirals,  with  wfiom  he 
muft  co-operate,  and  might  be  cabled  to  command. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  oppofed  the  potion  on  the  ground  of  Lo'd  Cba9* 
a  want  of  evidence  ;  no  faft  had  been  proved,  bec^ufc  none  '''^^» 
had  been  alTerted  on  one  fide  which  had  not  been  contradicted 
on  die  other.  If  any  thing  was  meant  to  be  ferioufly  urged, 
the  fads  fhoutd  be  enquired  into  and  proved ;  but  it  was 
monftrons  to  fuppofe,  or  prefume,  that  their  Lordfhips  would 
come  to  a  vote  of  cenfure  or  removal,  without  a  finglc  proof 
bcii^  adduced  of  the  fafts  which  were  urged  in  its  fvipport. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  produced  a  note  of  the  noble  EarFs  Duke  of 
cxprcffion  [Sandwich]  which  he  had  denied,  dated  the  20th  Grafttn, 
of  November,  l^^^.  He  faid,  he  took  it  while  the  noble 
Earl  was  (peaking,  and  tranfcribed  it  fair,  before  he  left 
the  Houfe.  The  note,  after  ftating  the  affertion  about  the 
forty-two  ftiips  of  the  line,  further  reported,  that  the  noble 
Earl,  in  reply  to  what  had  been  urged  to  the  contrary  by  Lord 
Chatham,  faid,  **  That  no  man  was  fit  to  be  firft  Lorc>of  the 
admiralty  who  did  not  always  take  care  to  have  a  fleet  equal 
to  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain.'* 

Earl  of  Coventry  confirmed  the  charge  of  the  noble  Earl-s  garl  Ovm* 
engagement*  His  Lordfliip  did  not  confine  himfelf  to  a  fingle  ^1' 
time,  but  faJd,  he  had  heard  him  repeat  it  very  often* 

Earl  of  Effingham^  in  reply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  faid,  the  Earl  Effiai' 
argument  coming  from  him,  was  the  moft  extraordinary  he  **"•• 
ever  heard ;  for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  uniformly,  on 
every  motion  for  information  refpefting  the  admiralty,  op- 
pofed the  giving  any,  and  now  had  the  modefty  to  argue 
againft  Ac  motion,  for  a  want  of  thofe  proofs  which  he  had 
been  chiefly  inftrumental  in  withholding ;  for  when  two,  if 
not  three,  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet  were  for  giving  the 
papers,  containing  copies  of  the  orders  fent  to  the  Corke  vic- 
tuallers to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  after  it  had  been  evacuated, 
as  well  as  in  numerous  other  inftances,  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  felHon,  his  Lordfhip  alone  fet  his  face  againft  it^ 

Lord  Craven.  The  noble  Earl  [Sandwich]  having  attributed  Lord  &«• 
theprcfent  deficient  ftate  of  the  navy  to  the  moft  deplorable  and  **•• 
defpondentfituation  in  which  he  found  it  upon  his  coming  to 
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the  head  of  the  admiralty,  Lord  Craven  faid,  that  he  could 
not  admit  of  the  noble  Earl's  inference,  that  the  prefent  de- 
ficient ftate  of  the  navy  was  owing  to  the  deplorable  anddc- 
fpondent  fitaation  in  which  his  Lordlhip  found  it,  becaufe  the 
fix  millions  of  money  and  upwards,  which,  it  appears,  that  no- 
ble Earl  had  received  more  than  any  of  his  pixdcceflbrs  in  the 
fame  given  time,  was  fufficient  to  Ihew  that  this  ought  not  to 
have  been  the  cafe ;  yet  as  to  the  faft  which  the  noble  Earl 
ftates  of  the  deplorable  and  defpbndeht  fituation  of  the  navy 
at  the  time  mentioned,  he  perfedlly  aiireed  with  his  Lordfliip: 
for  it  was  in  his  recolleftion,  tliat,  being  of  this  opinion,  he 
had  had  the  honour  to  make  a  motion  to  their  tordihips,  a* 
the  Journals  would  fliew,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the 
navy,  but  a  very  few  months  before  that  noble  Earl  came  to 
the  head  of  the  admiralty ;  and  he  remembered  too,'that  a  very 
different  language  was  then  held  out  to  him,  and  particularly 
by  that  noble  Earl  himfelf,  who  not  only  debated  againil  the 
queftion,  but  divided  in  a  confiderable  majority  againft  it.-  His 
Lordfhip  [Craven]  then  defired  that  the  motion  upon  the 
Journals  be  referred  to,  and  which  being  read  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  whole  Houfe,  his  Lordfhip  concluded  with  faying; 
that  to  the  other  charges  which  had  been  brought  againfl  that 
noble  Earl  [Sandwich]  was  now  added  the  conviftion  of  ihc 
inconfiftency  of  his  conduft. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided ;  for  the 
motion,  39  ;  againft  it,  78. 

•    Diflentient, 

Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly  becoming  this  great  council  of 
the  nation  to  addrefs  his  Majefly  for  the  removal  of  any  mi- 
hifter  for  ncgleft  of  duty  or  incapacity,  in  order  to  prevent 
public  detriment;  fo  we  conceive  the  notoriety  of  the  tafts 
in  this  debate  fufEciently  warrants,  and  the  prefent  alarming 
fituation  of  public  affairs  loudly  calls  for,  this  interpofiiion. 
Abingdon,  Bolton, 

COURTENAY,  HaRCOURT, 

Craven,  Grafton,' 

King,  Fitzwilliam, 

FoRTEscuE,  Richmond, 

Spencer,  Stamford, 

Ferrers,  Effingham, 

Manchester,  Portland, 

Rockingham,  Camden, 

Bristol,  Egremont, 

Scarborough,  Pembroke, 

Radnor,  De  Ferars, 
Wycombe,  Diflenticnt, 
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Diffenticnt,  • 

Becaafe  having  made  the  motion  alluded  to  in  the'  abovf 
^iiTent,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  toi  let'poflerity  know 
the  particular  grounds  I  made  that  motion  upon. 

Firft,  Becaufe,  fince  the  vear  1771,  there  has  been 
6,917,8721.  5s.  o|d«  granted  for  naval  purpofes,  more  than 
Was  granted  in  an  equal  number  of  years,  between  1751  and 
1759,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  the  navy^  although  we  had  been  four 
years  at  war  with  France  within  that  period. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  the  navy  of  England  appears  to  be  re- 
duced from  what  it  was  in  the  year  1771,  when  theprefent 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  fucceeded  to  the  head  of  that 
board,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe  fums  granted  for  its  fup- 
port  and  encreafe  fince  that  time. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  it  appears,  after  having  received  fuch 
repeated  intelligence  as  hath  been  acknowledged  to  have  been 
received  fron)  the  3d  of  January,  1778,  to  the  27th  of  April 
following,  of  the  equipment  and  progrefs  of  the  Toulon 
fquadron,  to  their  failing  on  the  13th  of  April,  1778;  the 
not  fending  a  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  to  watch  the 
motions  of,  and  endeavour  to  intercept  the  faid  Frefich  fqua- 
dron from  pafiing'the  Streights,  nor  fending  any  reinforce- 
ment to  Vice  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  or  evendifpatchin?  Vice 
Admiral  Byron  till  the  9th  of  June,  1778,  was  expoung  the 
fleet,  as  well  as  army  of  Eneland  then  employed  in  America, 
io  a  very  fuperior  force  of  France. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  it  appears  the  fending  of  Admiral  Kcp- 
pel  off  Breft  the  1 3th  of  June,  with  twenty  fail  of  the  line. 
When  the  lords  copfimiilioners  of  the  admiralty  knew,  or 
ought  to  have  known,  that  the  French  fleet  then  aAually  at 
Breft,  and  fitting  for  fea,  confifted  of  thirty-two  (hips  of  the 
line,  befides  many  heavy  frigates,  might  have  been  proddc- 
tive  at  that  time  of  the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  the  only 
confiderable  naval  force  this  kingdom  had  then  ready  for  itt 
prote£lion,  but  alfo  to  the  trade,  and  even  the  ports  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  And  if  Admiral  Keppel  had  remained  with  his 
twenty  (hips  of  the  line  ofF  Breft,  he  muft  with  thofe  twenty 
(hips  have  engaged  the  French  fleet  of  thirty  (ail  of  the  line^ 
who  failed  on  the  8th  of  July,  as  Admiral  Keppel  could  not 
get  the  reinforcement  even  of  four  (hips  of  the  line  to  join 
him  till  the  9th  of  July,  although  he  was  then  at  St.  Helen's 
for  that  purpofe. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  it  appears  we  loft  that  valuable  ifland  of 
Dominica  for  want  of  timely  reinforcement^  and  proper  in« 
ftraftions  being  fent  to  Admiral  Harrington* 
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Sixthly,  Bccaufe  for  want  of  the  fmalleft  naval  fprcc  being 
fent  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  have  alio  loft  the  valuable  fia- 
tion  of  Senegal,  which  might  in  time,  with  proper  attention^ 
have  opened, new  markets  for  our  drooping  manufadures. 

Seventhly,  Becaufc  it  appears  that  the  admiralty,  with- 
out any  deliberation  whatfoever,  having  fo  precipitately  or- 
dered a  court-martial  upon  a  commander  in  chief  of  great  1 
rank  and  charader,  which  Admiral  Keppel  bears  in  his  Ma*  | 
jefty's  fleet,  was  fruftrating  the  falutary  intentions  of  that 
discretionary  power,  lodged  by  the  conftitution  in  the  lords 
commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  whereby  all  malicious  and  ill  founded 
charges  (by  whomfoever  exhibited)  may  be  avoided,  and  the 
union  and  difcipline  of  the  fervice  not  interrupted. 

Bristol. 

A  Lift  of  tb^  Pem  who  voted  for  the  Rmoval  of  Lord  Sand" 

wicb. 

Glpuccfter,  Foley, 

Cumberland,  Fitzwilliam^ 

Grafton,  Craven, 

Devonshire,  Chcdworth, 

Marlborough^  Abergavenny, 

Mancheftcr,  '  Beaulicu, 
Portland,                         '     Berkley, 

Richmond,  Bcfborough, 

Bolton,  Choimondley, 
Rockingham,                   .   Harcourt, 

St,  Afaph,  Tc»*fey> 

Peterborough,  «^ing> 

Dc  Ferrars,  Chedworth, 

Shelburne,  Radnor, 

Abingdon,  Pembroke, 

Briftol,  Spencer, 

Camden,  Walpde, 

Effingham,  Courtnay, 

Ferrers,  And 

Lyttelton,  Hereford,  by  proxy. 

Jpril  26,  27,  28,  29,  und  30. 
.    Private  bulincfs. 
Adjourned  to  May  3. 

M^  3. 
-  Greenwich  Hcffpital  enquiry. 
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The  Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  that  Lieutenant  Gordon  Lieatenaoc 
)C  called  to  the  bar;  Gordm. 

The  purport  of  his  evidence  was,  that  the  civil  intereft^ 
>r  lafldmen  enjoying  civil  offices  in  the  hoTpital,  who,  bjr 
virtue  of  their  faid  offices  had  feats  in  council,  had  gained 
uch  ah  aftendehcy  over  the  reft  of  that  body,  as  to  render 
:very  reform  towaf'ds  the  redrefs  of  abufes  totally  impraAica- 
)]e,  unlefs  it  was  bf  fuch  a  nature  as  to  fall  in  with  their 
)wn  views.  He  ftated^  that  there  were  fourteen  military  and 
ix  civil  officers  who  had  feats  in  council ;  but  that  by  mar 
lagement,  the  fmaller  generally  became  the  majority* 
Threats,  perfuafions,  and  temptations  were  held  out,  to  in* 
luce  the  military  to  come  over  to  and  unite  with  the  civil ; 
md  thofe  too  of  fuch  i  nature  as  not  to  be  eafily  with^ood  ; 
>ne  in  particular  of  which  was,  that  fuch  an  acquieicence 
vas  the  only  fure  road  to  preferment,  and  favour,  being  re- 
>rcfented  by  the  civil  intereft  as  highly  agreeable  to  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  admiralty -board« 

Earl  of  Sandwich,  feeming  to  be  much  agitated,  put  the 
Following  qucftion  to  the  witncfs  rather  in  an  angry  tonc.-^ 
Whether,  from  his  own  knowledge,  voting  with  what  he 
called  the  civil  intereft,  was  the  fure  road  to  favour  or  pre* 
Ferment  } 

Here  the  Duke  of  Richmond  interpofed  ;  delired  the  no- 
ble Earl  to  abftain  from  fuch  an  overbearing  and  intimi-^ 
dating  mode  of  interrogating  the  witnefs,  and  infifted,  that 
in  future,  the  queftions  Ihould  be  put  regularly  through  the 
chair. 

Lieutenant  Gordon  replied,  that  he  could  not  exadly  fay 
from  his  own  knowledge;  but  he  had  fuch  frequent  proofs^ 
from  what  he  faw  and  what  he  heard,  as  fully  perfuaded  him 
that  means  were  made  ule  of  to  influence  the  military  and 
bring  them  over  to  the  civil  intereft ;  but  he  hoped,  that  his 
own  conduft  was  fuch  as  not  to  have  afforded  any  proof  of 
the  fuccefs  of  that  fcheme,  confequently  it  could  not  be  ex- 

rz&cd  that  he  could  adduce  any  pofitive  proof  arifing  from 
is  own  knowledge.  Before  he  retired  from  the  bar,  he  gave 
the  moft  honourable  teftimony  to  the  charafier  and  condufi: 
of  Captain  Baillie,  who,  during  his  continuing  lieutenant- 
governor,  was  looked  upon  by  the  peniioners  more  in  the 
light  of  a  parent  than  a  commander,  the  wifh  of  whofe 
heart  was  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  ea&y 
quiet,  and  comfort  of  the  fuperannuated,  lame^  and  worn-out 
fcamen. 

1     '  Cof, 
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<?«#"•  Go^  a  pcnfioncr,  was  next  called;  to  prove  the  infolcncc, 

haughtincis,  rank  folly, ,  and  opprcffivc  temper  of  the  firft 
chaplain,  Mr.  Cooke.  Seeing  a  brother  pcnfioner  with  his 
hat  in  his  hand  conftantly  when  at  the  door  of  the  council* 
chamber,  he  [GofF]  reprehended  him  for  fuch  unneccfliry 
fcrvile  behaviour,  obferving,  that  one  falutc  was  fufficicnu 
This  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  chaplain^  who  was  the  pcriba 
that  looked  for  thofe  repeated  afts  of  fupererrogated  ferviliiy, 
Mr.  Cooke  made  a  complaint  againft  him,  the  cbnfequcncc  of 
which  was,  that  he  was  reduced  from  the  rank  of  boatfwaia 
to  that  of  a  private  peniioner.  Several  perfons  below  the 
bar.obferved,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  Mr.  Cooke,  that 
this  attention  to  polite  etiquette,  or  rather  upftart  fuperciti- 
oufnefs,  was  not  very  confiftent  with  the  charader  and  con- 
duSt  of  tkat  pattern  of  humility,  for  which  the  founder  of 
that  fed,  of  whom  Mr.  Cooke  profefles  himfelf  a  difciplc, 
was  {0  celebrated. 

iioore.  .  Afoore^  the  cook,  was  next  examined  to  the  bad  beef  and 
the  putrid  veal  ferved  in  the  infirmary  ;  and  confirmed  the 
teftimony  fo  often  repeated  on  that  head.  His  narrative, 
from  which  he  could  not  well  retreat,  was  feafoncd,  however, 
with  an  oblique  reflexion  or  two  upon  Captain  Bailtxe  ;  one 
of  which  was,  that  Sir  Charles  Hardy  faid^  that  the  lieute- 
nant-governor was  a  bufy  fellow  ;  the  other,  that  there  was 
little  occafion  to  pufti  matters  to  extremity,  for  the  firft  Lord 
of  the  admiralty,  to  whom  he  wrote  upon  the  fubjeft  of  thofe 
complaints,  was  always  ready  to  redrefs  them  as  foon  as 
known,  and  returned  him  an  anfwer  full  of  candour,  and  a 
defire  to  compel  immediate  jufti(:e. 

Kr.  Cnjt.  Mr.  Cujly  one  of  the  direftors,  and  of  the  committee  to 
which  the  complaints  in  Captain  Baillie's  book  were  referred, 
was  next  examined.  His  narrative  contained  an  account  of 
the  different  ftcps  taken  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
committee  of  enquiry,  the  proceedings  of  that  committee, 
&c. 

He  then  enumerated  the  charges  ftated  in  Captain  Baillie's 
book,  which  he,  as  one  of  the  committee,  looked  upon  him* 
felf  obliged  to  hear  the  proofs  of. 

Firft,  refpefting  abufes  which  fubfifted  but  h;u]  been  re* 
roedied. 

Secondly,  charges  refpefting  abufes  then  fubfifting  and 
which  called  for  a  remedy. 

And,  thirdly,  libellous  and  traduftory  charges  refpefting 
the  dire£tors^  the  officers  of  the  council^  the  civil  officers  ol 
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the  hofpitfll,^  ihc  ckaplain,  clciks,  &c.  This  was  his  iJea  at 
the  time,  nor  had  he  fince  changed  his  opinion.  The  con- 
duft  of  Captain  Baillic  was,  m  his  opinion,  an  objeft  of  the 
enquiry  as  well  as  any  cf  tlic  abufcs  contained  in  his  book.- 
It  had  created  a  great  deal  of  difcontent  in  the  hofpital ;  it  was 
produdive  of  great  confufioa,  and,  if  not  timely  remedied, 
might  have  terminated  very  fatally  by  affeftinjr  the  good  go- 
vernment of  the  hofpital.  He  never  undcrft<wl  the  enquiry 
to  have  been  inren  led  as  a  partial  one,  if  he  had,  he  would 
have  declined  to  aft.  The  committee,  he  prefumed,  was  to 
hear  all  the  parties,  and  finally  decide  and  report  upon  the 
evidence  which  game  before  them.  Several  ftronj  objeftions 
had  been  made  to  the  conduft  of  the  committee  while  he  fat 
in  the  chair,  horh  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  and  other 
particulars  ;  one  in  particular,  the  admittinr;  Mr.  Morgan  as 
counfel,  and  permitting  him  to  fliape  and  mark  out  the 
charges,  and  the  fucceflion  in  which  they  were  to  be  placed 
and  confidered.  This  ft  ruck  him  as  vcn^  reafonable.  Mr. 
Morgan..afted  as  counfel  for  the  panics  traduced,  who,  con- 
fcious  of  their  own  innocence,  were  entitled  to  the  favour 
fureijr  of  having  truth  inveftigated  in  fhe  moft  fimple  and 
expeditious  manner.  Mr,  Cowley  was  allowed  to  be  prefent 
in  behalf  of  Captain  Baillie,  and  was  underftood  to  be  a  per- 
fon  converfant  in  the  law.  Much  had  been  faid  upon  the 
refufal  of  the  committee  to  admit  a  fliort-hand  writer  to 
take  minutes,  &c.  There  could  he  very  littie  ufe  for  one,  as 
no  objeftion  had  been  made  to  the  notes  taken  by  Mr.  Cow- 
ley; and  the  motive  which  induced  him,  and,  he  beli^'ved 
every  other  member  of  the  committee,  not  to  admit  a  jhort- 
hand  writer  was,  left  partial  and  prejudiced  accounts,  pending 
the  fitting  of  the  committee,  might  have  been  circulated 
through  the  channel  of  the  newfpapcrs. 

On  crofs-examinaiion  he  acknowledged,  that  Mcflrs.  Ib- 
betfctn  and   Everift  were  prefent  writing  at  another  table 
poflibly  taking  notes.     They  had  no  permiffion  from  the 
committee — they  were  not  forbid. 

Mr.  Cuft  then  went  into  a  kind  of  exculpatory  defence  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  ;  after  which  he  liad  the 
candour  to  acknowledge  the  following  ftriking  fafts,  on  be- 
ing interrogated  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond ;  that  he  had  pre- 
fided  in  the  chair  for  fix  days  ;  that  although  he  fio-ned  the 
report,  he  did  not  deem  himfclf  refponfiole,  for  any"  pnrt  of 
the  proceedings  at  which  he  was  not  prefent  ;*that  when  he 
went  to  the  country  he  never  imagined  that  the  committee 
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would  have  fo  foddeoly  clofcd,  or  have  proceeded  to  report 
till  the  whole  of  the  evidence  was  heard,  owning  emphatic 
cally,  that  he  was  aftonifhed  on  his  return  to  town,  when 
JAr.   Ibhetibn   informed   him   thereof;  that  very  improper 
language,  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry,  had  been  made  ufe 
of  to  Captain  Baillie  by  the  chaplain,  Mr.  Cooke,  and  the 
furveyor ;  that  he  was  an  able  and  ai&doous  officer,  in  his 
opinion,  and  had  acquitted  himfelf  as  fuch  in  the  charaAer 
ct  lieutenant-governor,  and  had  been  very  afiive  in  deted* 
ing  frauds  and  abufes,  particularly  thofe  prafiifed  by  the  con- 
trading  butcher  in  fcveral  inferior  inftances  :  and  he  be- 
lieved, on  the  whole.  Captain  Baillie,  how  much  foever  he 
might  have  loft  his  temper  in  the  fubfequent  ftages  of  that 
very  difagreeable  bulinefs,  was  induced  firft  to  embark  in  a 
plan  of  reformation,  folely  by  motives  of  juftice  and  a  fenfe 
of  duty.     He  did   not  come  to  that  bar  to  accufe  Captain 
Baillie,  but  he  confeiTed  his  aftonKhment  when  he  firft  read 
his  book,  in  which  it  was  evident  that  he  had  concealed  ma- 
ny things,  that,  according  to  that  gentleman*>  ideas,   ought 
not  to  have  been  concealed  from  the  parties  themfelves,  and 
yet  gave  the  firft  intimation  to  the  people  at  large,  contain* 
mg  charges  of  a  very  criminal  nature  againft  perfons  with 
whom  he  apparently  lived  (Tome  at  leaft)  upon  terms  of  in- 
timacy,  confidence,  and  friendihip« 
Mr,S^ktr,      Mr.  Barker,  one  of  the  direfiors,   and  who  prclided  in  the 
chair  the  laft  day  the  direftors  fat,  being  the  fcventh  day  of 
the  enquiry,  was  next  called  to  the  bar. 

This  gentleman's  teftimpny  contained  nothing  n>ore  than 
an  attempt  to  juftify  the  whole  of  his  conduft  as  one  of  the 
committee  ;  his  juuification  was  founded  in  an  utter  difbelief 
of  the  charges  contained  in  Captain  Baillie's  book,  fo  far  as 
they  were  fuppofed  to  afFcft  the  charaftcrs  of  the  civil  of- 
ficers or  landmen  ;  and  as  implicit  a  confidence  in  every  thing 
advanced  on  the  other  fide,  which  tended  to  exculpate  them 
from  the  matters  urged  againft  them.  He  replied  to  an  ob- 
I'crvation  in  Cowley's  evidence,  that  he  had  attended  but 
♦  once  in  the  committee  previous  to  the  day  of  making  the 

report,  and  then  only  for  an  hour;  whereas,  he  could  affirm 
with  certainty,  and  if  it  were  necclTary  could  bring  proof, 
that  on  the  third  day' the  committee  fat,  he  was  at  Greenwich 
at  ten  in  the  morning,  and  only  while  l|e  was  at  dinner, 
which  was  no  more  than  an  hour,  attended  the  committee  till 
*    feven  in  the  evening*  He  made  what  he  called  a  Ihort  diDner. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Cfwlty  was  again  examined,  and  contradifked  almoft'Mr.  Ow* 
every  chiog  depored  by  the  foregoing  wicnefs,  and  openly  /«^. 
charged  bim  with  the  moft  brutal,  arbitrary,  and  unjuftifia- 
ble  condufi.  Said,  Captain  Baillie  repeatedly  defired  to  have 
his  witnefies  heard,  which  the  other  as  repeatedly  refofed ; 
that  the  whole  day,  he  meant  the  feventh  or  laft,  exhibited  a 
fccne  of  altercation,  oppreffion,  and  the  moft  fcandalous 
abufeof  Captain  Baillie,  in  which  befides  trampling  upon  all 
order  and  decorum,  the  whole  of  that  day's  proceeding  waa 
replete  with  a  degree  of  partiality  and  violence,  that  would 
have  difgraced  almoft  the  loweft  aflembly  of  any  of  the  lowefl 
orders  of  the  people. 

Cowley  farther  obferved,  as  to  the  fad  which  Barker  had 
with  fo  much  confidence  denied,  that  he  was  ready  to  go  into- 
the  proof  of  it,  if  their  Lordfhips  thought  proper  ;  he  meant 
fo  far  as  that  Barker's  attendance  was  but  of  a  fliort  dura* 
tion,  however  ihort  that  gentleman's  dinner  might  be ;  be- 
caufe  be  well  recolleded,  that  Mr«  Cuft  had  complained  of 
the  lofs  of  time  occaiioned  by  Barker's  long  delay  at  dinner. 

As  foon  as  the  laft  witnefs  was  ordered  from  the  bar,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  called  firft  for  Sir  Meyrick  Burrel,  and 
then  for  Sir  William  James. 

It  was  anfwercd,  that  Sir  Meyrick  .was  out  of  town,  an4 
would  not  be  in  town  till  Friday,  and  that  Sir  Williaoi 
James,  after  waiting  below  the  bar  till  paft  five  o'clock,  had 
gone  home. 

On  this  report  being  made,  his  Grace  fubmitted  to  their    , 
Lordfbips,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  the  committee 
to  adjourn  till  Fridav. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  laid,  he  wi(hed  that  their  Lordfliips  would  £ar1  of 
proceed.  He  complained  of  defigned  delay,  and  threw  him-  Smndwith* 
felf  on  the  protedionof  the  committee,  that  he  might  as  foon 
as  poffible,  have  it  in  his  power  to  juftify  himfelf  againft  the 
calumnious  charges  contained  in  Captain  Baillie's  book,  what 
had  pafled  the  firft  day  the  committee  fat,  and  the  evidence 
given  at  their  Lordfbip's  bar  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  that  the  noble  Earl  with  his  tKUec  of 
ttfual  confidence  and  art,  on  other  occafions,  and  more  than  RUkmad* 
once  on  the  prefent,  had  introduced  fimilar  means  of  impo* 
fition  and  delufion  intd  the  enquiry  in  which  their  Lord'* 
ihips  were  engaged.     He  had  not  only  made  a  general  charge, 
a  charge  of  intended  delay  in  the  conduct  of  this  budnefs, 
but  had  with  his  wonted  addrefs,  laboured  to  fix  it  upon  him,     . 
and  to  point  him  out  to  them  as  an  accufer.     He  difdained 
the  iiifinuation,  and  difavowed  any  fuch  intention.     He  de* 
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dared  he  was  ready  to  proceed  that  inftant,  in  any  manner 

the  noble  Etirl  pleafcd,  and  attend  aedie  indiem^  till  the  whole 
was  ilniflied  ;  and   faid,   he  was  aftoniflied    how   the  noble 
Earl,  after  being  aiifwircd  fo  often  on  the  fubjedy  could  coq- 
iidtr  him  in  the  li^ht  of  an  accuser. 
Earl  of  Earl  ot  Sandwich  afiured  the  noble  Duke,  that  he  had  totally 

SmndvfUb.  mifundcrftood  him  ^  that  he  neither  wifhcd,  nor -meant  any 
jmjxuiaiion  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  ready  tOK- 
knowkdge,  that  his  Grace  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power 
lo  forward  the  enquiry,  and  that  what  induced  him  toriK^ 
was  only  to  prefs  on  the  enquiry.  In  order  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  enter  the  earlier  into  his  own  perfona]  juftificatioa. 
Tlie  committee,  after  fome  farther  con ver£ition  of  no  con- 
fequcnce,  adjourned  lo  ihe  next  day* 

May  4. 
This  day,  as  fortn  as  the  private  buitnefs  was  over,  the  en- 
quiry iiHO«  ihe  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  was  n- 
Ux.Co9he.   fumed.     Mr.  Cotf/t^  was  the  firit  witnefs  called.     His  evidence 
was  chiefly  relative  (o  what  he  knew  of  a  neg«Miation  open- 
ed,  or  pjopoucion   made,    by   Captain  Bailiie's   counCel,  for 
that  genilciDaii's  rci'iLiiation  of  his  poft  of  lieutenant  gow- 
nor,  provided   he  had  an  equivalent.     He  remembered  Lord 
Sandwich  faying,  that  he  was  above  any  mean  revenge,  nor 
did  he  wi(h  to  ruin  any  man,  and  feemed  inclined  to  make 
fome  provifion  for  Captain  Baillie,   though  he  would  neva 
confcnt  to  treat,  or  have  any  thing  to  do  with  him.     Beifi^ 
clofely  interrogated,  as  to  the  character  of  Captain  Baillie, 
though  unwilling  to  give  a  dircfi  anfwcr,  the  following  wss 
extorted   from  him  ;  that   he  believed  Captain  Baillie  a  vert 
•        honeft  man  ;  but  that  his  abilities  were  rendered  ufelcfsbja 
mod  ungovernable  ten; per. 

He  Was  equally  ccftive,  in  refpeft  of  almoft  every  queftica 
put  to  him,  concerning  what  pafled  in  his  pre  fence,  relativcia 
the  propofition  made  by  Mr.  Murphy,  in  behalf  of  Captain 
Baillie;  and  after  fcvcral  unfuccei'sful  endeavours  to  pMrgehiir, 
replied  uniformly  with  a  general  anfwer,  I  do  not  knoxi^,  orl 
do  not  recalled  ;  and  at  length  referred  the  committee  to  the 
teftimony  of  the  rwo  next  witneffes,  who  were  to  be  called, 
[Mcflrs.  Murphy  and  Biitler]  affirming,  that  he  had  ver; 
little  knowledge  and  Icfs  recoiledion  of  the  tranfefiion,  a 
he  was  no  ways  concerned  in  it. 
CJrfu  Gh/sy  a  pcnfioner,  lately  difmiffed  from  the  hofpital,  w» 

next  examined  as  to  the  cnufc  of  his  dilmiffion.  He  faid,  Is 
knew  no  reafon,  unlcls  it  were  for  turning  Mylnc's  dogouc 
of  the  painted  hall,  on  the  preceding  Saturday.     Mylncwa 
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clerk  of  the  works,  and  he  had  no  intention  of  ofiendmg 
him.  The  halt  was  now  ufed  as  a  chapel ;  therefore  he 
thought  it  was  not  decent  to  permit  dogs  to  foul  it,  (o  long  as 
it  continued  to  he  ufed  as  a  place  of  divine  wor{hip.  Mylne^ 
however,  thought  very  differently  on  the  fubjedi ;  for  when 
he  learned  the  great  oflTence  he  had  been  guilty  of,  he  called  . 
him  [the  witnefs]  a  fon  of  a  b— -h,  held  up  his  nft  to  him,  and 
after  demanding  his  name,  told  him  he  would  take  care  to 
nark  him.  The  witnefs  next  proceeded  to  relate  a  h€t  rela- 
tive to  Mr.  Maule,  the  under  chaplain^  which  happened  on 
the  preceding  Wcdnefday. 

He  had  locked^  Mr.  Maule's  company  into  the  painted 
hall  y  and  he  had  been  unfortunately  one  of  the  perfons  who 
was  prefent  in  the  Palace  Yard,  on  the  22d  of  March,  and 
cheered  Several  noble  Lords  on  coming  out  of  their  carriages^ 
with  **  God  blefs  your  Lordfliips" — *'  Captain  Baillie  for 
ever,  &c/'  that  in  particular,  he  cheered  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  that  what  ever  his  offence  might 
have  been  in  beating  Mylne's  dog,  or  locking  in  Mr.  Maule's 
companions,  he  was  not  punifhed  till  the  day  of  his  being 
prefent  in  old  Palace  Yard  on  the  22d  of  March,  and  cheer- 
ing his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

On  that  day,  in  the  morning,  he  was  fentenced,  by  an  or- 
der of  council,  to  be  degraded  from  the  rank  of  boatfwain, 
which  he  held  in  the  hofpital,  to  the  flate  of  a  private  penfio« 
ner ;  to  afk  pardon  before  the  council,  and  ftand  on  the  pillo* 
ry  three  days  in  the  dining  hall,  on  meat  days,  in  the  prefence 
of  all  his  brethren. 

That  the  fentence  was  communicated  to  his  wife,  while  ab- 
fent  in  London,  attending  on  the  fummons  of  their  Lord- 
ihips,  and  when  he  returned,  he  was  fatisfied  to  fubmit  in 
every  particular,  but  that  of  landing  in  the  pillory,  which  re- 
fufing  to  do,  he  was  totally  difmiffed  from  the  hofpital.  He 
added,  he  had  been  nine  years  at  fea,  and  five  in  the  hofpital, 
and  had  never  been  on  the  complaint  liil,  but  appealed  to  his 
perfccutors  and  opprefibrs,  whether  he  had  not  at  all  times 
been  looked  upon  as  a  very  diligent  fober  man.     « 

Being  examined  as  to  the  cleaning  the  paintings,  &c.  in 
the  painted  hall,  he  depofed,  that  he  had  diligently  attended  to 
the  real  expence,  exclufive  of  the  materials  laid  out  in  that 
job,  the  whole  of  which  amounted  to  no  more  than  1701. 
that  the  men  themfelves  employed  in  that  bufinefs,  and  two  of 
Mr.  Davie's,  thecontrador's  fons,  afTured  him,  that  his  ac- 
count was  right.  His  reafon  for  attending  taa  matter  which 
did  not  feem  to  concern  him,  was,  becaufe  the  job  was  talked 
of  as  Irkcly  to  prove  extremely  profitable  to  the  contrador, 

who 
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who  wa«  by  agreement  to  have  one  thotiAtid  pounds  for  hit 
trouble. 
Mr.  ButUr.  Mr.  Butbr  and  Mr.  Murphy  were  theft  called  to  the  bar. 
Mr.  Butler  was  firft  examined,  and  an  objcdton  beii^  flatcd 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  his  being  examined,  as  a  coun- 
fel  employed  by  Lord  Sandwich  in  the  negotiation  with  Mr. 
Murphy,  Captain  Baillie*s  coimiel ;  after  fome  debate  relati?e 
to  his  having  taken  theoaths,  being  legally  qualified  as  a  barrificr, 
and  enrolled  ;  Lord  Sandwicb  acknawMged  Mr.  Butler  to 
have  been  employed  in  the  negotiation  as  an  agent  or  Mici* 
flpr,  on  which  Mr.  Butler  was  permitted  to  proceed  in  his  nar- 
rative, which,  ftripped  of  xepetitioBs  and  trivial  circunftanccs, 
was  in  fubftance,  as  follows. 

That  about  the  beginning  of  December,  he  met'Mr.  Mnr- 

thy  at  Serk^s  CofFee-Houfe,  at  breakfaft  ;  that  the  difoonrfe 
appening  to  turn  on  the  affiurs  of  Greenwich  HoTpita),.  at 
that  time  a  general  fubjed  of  converfiition^  as  the  motfons 
tqv  informations  were  depending  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench-^which  of  them  mentioned  the  fubjed  firft,  he  could 
not  pretend.  Mr.  Murphy  obferving,  that  the  rule  to  ftiew 
cau4  why  an  information,  &c«  was  difintfied,  wondered^  that 
Lord  Sandwich  did  not  accept  of  Baillie's  offer  to  refign  upon 
an  cqnivalent. 

We  aftcd  Mr.  MurpKy,  if  he  was  feriou^  ?  Murphy  an* 
fWered,  he  wafi  ;  and  would  an(wer  w  it,  that  Bainie  would 
refign,  upon  receiving  a  provifion  equal  to  what  he  would 
confent  to  relinqiiilh. 

On  this,  he,  the  witnefs,  wrote,  to  Lord  Sandwich,  ac* 
quainting  his  Lord(hip  with  what  h«d  pafled  at  the  coffce- 
houfe,  and  defiring  to  know  when  he  might  wait  on  him. 
His  Lordibip  informed  hinv  the  next  morning. 

He  did  accordingly  wak  on  his  Lordfilip,  and  related  the 
Aibftance  of  his  converfation  with  Murphy  the  preceding 
day. 

His  Lordfhip  ffcenied  extremely  averfe  to  enter  into  any 
kind  of  negotiation ;  but,  on  reconfidering  the  refpedaUe 
chara^er  of  Mr.  Murphy,  at  length  eonfented  that  he  [Buc*^ 
lerl  (hould  give  Murphy  an  anfwer  on  the  fubjedof  thecon- 
verTation  which  paifed  between  them.  Here  his  Lordfhip 
proceeded'  to  give  his  neafons  to  the  witnefs,  the  fubftance  of 
which  was,  that  his  Lordfhip  wiihed  BailHe  to  takehtmfcif 
away,  in  order  to  reftore  peace  and  tranquility  -to  the  hofpi- 
tal.  His  Lordfhip  confented  farther,  to  fee  Murphy  on  the 
fubjc£i'  of  the  converfation,  but  refuted  to  fee  Captain  Baillie 
at  all. 
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In  confequence  of  this  kii«ervievir  between  Btitkr  and  Lord 
Sandwich,  which  he  eonmiunicated  to  Murphy,  Murphy  dlc«- 
tated  the  following  note,  which  he  immediateiy  forwarded  to 
his  Lordflkip. 

Lincoln' S'lnn^  ittb  Decemi^ryi'jjS* 

^^  Captain  Baillie,  upon  having  his  fufpenfion  titken  6S^ 
add  receiving  the  intermediate  profits,  and  beihg  permitted  to 
ftay  in  the  hofpital  for  a  given  time,  will  then  refign  faia 
office,  an  equivalent  provifion  being  to  be  made  to  him. 

'^  He  confiders  his  place,  in  the  hofpital,  wonh  6oaI,  per 
anmim, 

^^  Being  defired  to  point  out  a  mode,  he  thinks  it  may  be 
done  in  tbe  following  manner  : 

^^  He  underftands  Captain  Kirk,  a  commii&Ober  of  the 
vidtialling  office,  would  pfefi^r  to  be  lieutenant  governor  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital ;  he,  therefore,  may  be  appointed  in  Capi- 
tain  Baillie's  room,  and  Captaili  Baillie  will  be  content  t0 
retire  upon  his  half^pay,  tf  his  fon«-in-hiw,  Mr..Devifine,  i» 
appointed  a  commiffioner  in  the  room  of  Captain  Kirk. 

^^  Ot  a  comitiiffionei^s  plate  at  Minorca  for  hifnfelf. 

^*  In  thia  cafe,  he  will'  do  Whatever  is  in  his  power  to  pre»< 
vent  any  further  difturbance  on  the  fubje6l,  and  the  remain^^ 
ing  copies  of  the  printed  cafe  (hall  be  deftroyed,  in  the  pre« 
fence  of  any  perfons  that  will  attend  for  that  purpofe. 

^*  He  hopes  there  will  be  no  more  printing  on  either  fide/' 

Tbe  witnefs  ftated,  that  he  inclofed  the  above  paper  to 
Lord  Sandwich  the  next  day  ;  and  in  anfwer,  his  Lordibip' 
defired  that  he  might  bring  Mr.  Murphy  to  the  admiralty 
with  him  the  next  morning.  They  both  accordingly  Waited 
on  his  Lordfflip.  Mr.  Cooke  was  prefent,  and  his  LonKhrp 
read  Baillie's  propofals,  as  didated  by  Murphy,  in  tbe  above' 
note.  His  Lordfhip  again  objed^ed  co  having  aliv  thing  to 
do  with  Baillie,  but  thought  he  could  rely  upon  Mr.  Murphy* 
as  a  man  of  charader.  His  Lordihip  proceeded  to  reiterate 
his  complaints  of  Captain  Baillie's  condud  towards  him  ; 
faid,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  ruin  him,  or  add  to  his  diftreflTes  ;  but 
that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  hofpital  required  his  dif- 
miffion ;  that  on  thefc  confiderations,  with  or  without  giving, 
the  reafons  of  his  refignation,  if  Captain  Baillie  refigned  of 
his  own  accord,  he  would  make  fuch  a  provifion  for  him  as 
would  render  him  eafy  in  his  circumftances.  As  to  the  Cap- 
tain's propoHd  of  an  alternative,  about  a  commiffioner's  place 
at  Minorca^  his  temper,  he  was  pcrfuaded^  was  fuch  as  to* 
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totally  unfit  him  for  the  public  fervice  in  a  civil  line  ;  and  as 
to  his  fon-in-law's  fucceeding  to  Captain  Kirlc's  place  at  the 
vidualling  office.  Captain  Kirk,  hefaid,  did  not  wiih  to  re- 
tire. That  as  the  feveral  matters  urged  by  Mr,  Murphy  at 
this  interview,  fuch  as  ofFers  to  burn  books,  ftop  all  enquiry, 
&c.  in  Parliament,  the  latter  was  not  in  his  power,  and  as  to 
the  former,  be  n)ight  do  juft  as  he  pleafed  with  them  ;  his 
only  motive  being  purely,  that  lie  did  not  wi(h  to  ruin  Cap-' 
t^in  BatUie,  and  that  he  anxioufly  defired  to  have  peace  rc- 
flered  to  the  hofpital,  which  could  not,  in  hi^  opinion,  ever 
be  the  cafe,  fo  long  as  Captain  Baillie  continued  lieutenant 
governor. 

There  was  nothing  more  material  faid,  till  another  propo- 
fition  was  made  through  the  fame  channel.  It  was  dated 
December  16. 

*^  Captain  Baillie,  upon  having  an  equivalent,  is  willing 
to  refign  his  office  of  lieutenant  governor,  which,  provificn 
may  be  either  to  him  or  Mr.  Devi(me,  as  before  mentioned ; 
but  the  refigpation  is  not  to  be  made  till  the  provifioa  is 
given. 

*<  Captain  Baijlie  wiffaes  to  have  a  Ihip,  though  it  were 
but  for  one  cruize,  in  order  to  go  out  of  the  hofpital  with 
credit,  and  to  receive  the  emoluments  of  his  office^  till  the 
compenfation  is  given, 

*  '^  Nothing  done  in  this  bufinefs,  to  keep  the  ferv.'ce  from 
being  open  on  any  occafion.*' 

This  being  immediately  communicated  to  Lord  Sandwich, 
the  witnefs  faid,  his  LordOiip  replied  th^t  he  could  not  con- 
fent,  by  any  means,  to  permit  Baillie  to  remain  in  office  ;  that 
would  not  be  doing  his  duty  to  the  hofpital  if  he  permitted 
him  to  remain  there  any  longer ;  but  if  Captain  Baillie 
would  retire,  he  would  make  the  provifion  poiqted  out  in  the 
,  laft  propofition  for  Mr.  Devifme,  If,  en  the  other  hand, 
Captain  Baillie  (bould  not  retire  or  refign,  his  Lord(bip  would 
look  upon  it  as  controverting  his  right  to  difplace  hifn,  and 
ihould  proceed  accordingly. 

Here  Mr,  Buder  went  into  a  variety  of  collateral  circum* 
ftances,  calculated  to  corroborate  his  teftimony,  moft  of  which 
were  only  within  his  knowledge  and  that  of  the  noble 
Lord,  or  were  to  be  confirmed  by  his  brother  counfel,  Mr, 
Murphy. 
Mr.  Mur-  ^'  ^"^ph  »^^xt  underwent  indeed  a  very  long  examina* 
^y,  tion»  previous  to  which,  it  may  be  prefumed,  he  made  one  of 

the  moft  extraordinary  fpeeches,  that  was,ever  delivered  at  the 
bar  of  an  Houfe  of  Parliament.    It  was  entirely  in  the  nolo 
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fijioparu  affe£Hng  ftill  i  ftrong  reludance  to  reveah  what  it 
ras  apparent  he  fecretly  wiihed  to  dirdofc.  He  talked  great* 
r  of  the  bardfliips  gentlemen  of  the  profeflion  would^  be  ex- 
Qfcd  to,  if  compcUcd  to  reveal  the  fccrcts  of  theircllents  at 
ie  bar  of  a  court  ofjuftice,  the  matter  ftill  depending.  Such 
^o£lrine,  were  it  to  prevail,  would  cut  up  by  the  very  root^all 
ruft  and  confidence  between  counfel  and  their  clients. 

After  this  long  harangue,  Mr.  Murphy  indulged  himfelf  in 
arious  hiftorical  anec'dotes,  or  a  kind  of  Itinerary. 
He  fpbke  much  of  his  chambers  in  Lincoln's- Inn,  his  go- 
ing on  the  circuit,  and  w4iat  happened  occafionatly  to  him  at 
both  places* 

Imprimis^  he  faid,  he  never  had  the  honour  of  feeing  Lord 
Sandwich,  to  converfe  with  him,  but  once,  in  the  year  1769^ 
at  the  affizes  of  Huntingdon,  on  the  Midland  circuit,  at  the 
iherifFs'  or  judges*  fcaft,  where  after  enjoying  the  pleafure  of 
his  Lordihip's  company,  he  invited  him  to  Hinchinbroke,  at 
which  laft  place  he  had  the  honour  of  dining  with  his  Lord- 
ihip.  From  that  time,  he  had  no  communication,  dire£lly  or 
indiredly,  with  the  noble  Lord^  ttil  after  he  met  Mr.  Butler 
at  Scrlc's  Cofiee-houfe. 

Here  Mr.  Murphy  entered  into  a  detail  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  before  related  by  Mr.  Butler,  in  the  courfe  of  which,, 
befides  confirming  every  thing  advanced  by  Butler,  he  added 
a  great  number  of  minute  particulars,  that  did  great  honour 
to  Mr,  Murphy's  memory. 

As  it  is  impoffible  to  follow  thefe  two  refpedable  witnefles 
through  the  whole  of  their  very  curious  and  circnmftantial 
details,  it  may  not  be  improper  or  unentertaining,  to  lay  be« 
tore  the  public  the  different  fentiments  the  two  gentlemen, 
affifted  by  a  divine  of  the  church  of  England,  conceived 
upon  the  fame  fubje£^  though  apparently  inclined  to  eftablilh 
the  fame  fads,  and  make  a  nmilar  impreffion  upon  the  minds 
and  underftandings  of  the  noble  Lords  within  the  bar. 


Intended  Examination  of  Mr.  Butler ^  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Mur^ 
pby,  when  the  former  Gentleman  Jhould  come  to  be  examined^ 
at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, ' 

Firft  ^ejtion  f  Butler.'-^Wzs  you  prefent  at  any  convtr- 
fation  between  Lord  Sandwich  anti  Mr.  Murphy  upon  the 
fubjea  of  Captain  Baillie  ?  . 

He  muft  fay,  that  he  was. 
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SwnJ  ^Uiftion. — Was  it  sit  the  admiralty  ? 

A«  It  was. 

Third ^uiftion  —-Did  Mr.  Murphy  go  there  in  conrequence 
of  a  letter  from  you,  iiifonning  him  that  Lord  Sandwich  de- 
sired to  fee  him  ? 

Hemuft  fay,  that  he  writ  a  letter  to  that  purpofe, 

Fourth  ^^/tfif.— Before  you  writ  that  letter,  had  you  made 

to/ propofaf  on  the  part  of  Lord  Sandwich,  to  be  mentioned 
y  Mr.  Murphy  to  Captain  Baillic  ? 

He  muft  admit  that  on  Saturday  the  12th  of  December, 
he  did  tell  Mr.  Murphy,  that  if  Captain  Baillie  would  refign 
his  office  of  lieutenant  governor.  Lord  Sandwich  would 
snake  an  equivalent  provifion  for  Captain  Baillie. 

It  may  not  be  irriproper  for  the  information  of  the  public  to 
fiatc  the  depofitions  of  Meflrs.  Cooke,  Murphy  and  Butler, 
upon  this  very  delicate  fubje^,  in  the  courfe  of  their  fevcral 
examinations,  in  order,  that  the  impartial  reader  may  reconcilf, 
or  endeavour  to  reconcile  them,  if  he  can. 

Cooke  faid,  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  day's  ^sxaounation, 
though  prefent,  he  did  not  hear  Lord  Sandwich  fay,  that  the 
dirciSors  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  had  faid,  they  would  not 
tSt  with  Captain  Baillie. 

Butler  depofes  on  the  fame  fubje<S,  that  Lord  Sandwich 
faid,  with  refpe£l  to  what  Captain  Baillie  had  mentioned  about 
Captain  Kirke,  he  believed  he  was  much  mifinformed,  as  Cap- 
tain Kirke  did  not  wi(h  the  change  which  was  there  men* 
tioned. 

Mr.  Cooke,  in  the  fame  day's  examination,  though  prefenf, 
0id  not  hear  Lord  Sandwich  fay,  that  he  muft  quarrtl  with  the 
directors,  or  Captain  Baillie  ;  or  the  leaft  like  that  ;  yet  Mr. 
Murphy  and  Mr.  Hutler  depofed,  that  Lord  Sandwich  did  fay 
lb,  and  Mr.  Murphy  afterwards  confirmed  it. 

Mr.  Cooke  never  heard  Lord  Sandwich  fay,  there  was  a 
great  dtal  of  right  in  Captain  Baillie,  though  be  has  a  perfe£l 
recollcdion  of  his  Lordfhip  obfcrving,  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  wrong  in  him  ;  yet  Mr.  Murphy  being  prefent  at  the 
fame  converfation,  fwears,  that  Lord  Sandwich  faid,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  great  deal  of  right,  and  a  great  deal  of 
Wrong  in  Captain  Baillie. 

Cooke  fays,  that  hedocs  not  reccHc^  Lord  Sandwich's  fay- 
ing ainy  thing  qpon  Mr.  Murphy's  faying,  he  believed  Cap- 
tain Baillie's  place  was  v;orth  6goI.  per  anniim. 

Yet,  Mr.  M^jrphy  afterwards  faid  his  [Baillie's]  place  may 
be  worth  6ool.  a  year,  and  I  know  if  a  man  lofes  600L  and 
has  no  other  fortune,  be  muft  be  didreircd.- 

Cooke 
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Cooke  does  not  recoiled,  that  Mr.  Murphy  faid  Captain 
3ail]ie  would  print  a  third  column  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
nittce  of  the  court  of  diredors  5  Mr.  Murphy  neverthclefs 
lepofes  that  Butler  f^id,  that  book,  meaning )he  Report,  muft 
»e  publifhed  in  two  columns  ^  to  which  he  [MurphyJ  anfwer* 
rd,  that  would  do  no  good,  for  if  the  Report  was  publiflied 
n  two  columns,  he  (hould  advife  Captain  Baillie  to  print  a 
hird. 

Cooke  bemg  aiked,  whether  Lord  Sandwich  did  not  fay, 
hat  if  Captain  Baillie  did  not  refign  bis  office,  he  (hould  look 
jpon  it  as  a  flag  of  defiance,  anfwered  he  never  heard  Lord 
>andwich  fay  any  fuch  thing,  Or  fay  any  fuch  words. 

Butler  however  depofes,  in  the  teeth  of  this  teftimony,  that  . 
Lrord   Sandwich  faid,  he  fliould  confider  it  as  a  defiance,  if 
Z)aptain  Baillie  did  not  refign  his  office^ 

Murphy  pofitively  fwore,  t^at  Lord  Sandwich  faid,  that 
SallHe's  place  may  be  worth  600I.  a  year,  his  Lordfhip  ob« 
fcrving  to  the  witnefs  [Murphy]  **  I  heard  you  eftimate  it  at 
:hat  fum  in  the  Court  of  Kinz's  Bench  ;''  yet  Butler  depofed, 
that  when  he  read  to  Lord  Sandwich  Captain  Baillie*s  pro- 
pofal,  in  which  his  office  was  ftated  to  be  600K  a  year.  Lord 
Sandwich  replied,  it  was  nx>  fuch  thing;  and  that  he  was 
i/ery  certain  Lord  Sandwich  did  not  fay  to  Mr.  Murphy,  that 
when  he  had  ftated  Captain  Baillie's  place'to  be  6ool.  a  year^ 
be  had  ftated  it  fairly. 

A  debate  enfued  on  Mr.  Murphy's  being  called  to  the  bar, 
but  on  Captain  Baillie's  exonerating  him   from  any  engage* 
mcnt  to  which  he  might  have  been  bound  to  him  as  hiscoun* 
fel,  Murphy  was  permitted  to  proceed. 
May  ^  and6» 

Private  bufinefs. 

May  7« 

The  Greenwich  Hofpital  enquiry  refumed.  Sir  William 
James  was  examined.  Hi.se<ridence  bore  a  near  refemblance 
to  that  delivered  by  Mr.  Cuftand  Mr.  Batker. 

As  foon  as  Sir  William  James  retired,  Captain  Baillie  was 
called  to  the  bar,  at  the  inftance  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
who  acquainted  the  committee,  thit  the  Captain  defired  to 
be  heard,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  negotiation,  whiph  he  obferved 
had  been  fo  mucli  Tnifreprefented  by  Mr.  Butler,  Lord  Sand- 
wich's folicitor,  and  his  own  counfel,  Mr.  Murphy, 

Captain  Baiilie  then  came  to  the  bar  and  delivered  himfelf Capt.  ^j|/y 
in  nearly  the  following  terms.  tu. 

As  the  matter  of  the  negotiation  with  my  Lord.Sandwich, 

concerning  the  refignation  of  my  office  of  lieutenant  gover- 

R  r  2  HOC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39»  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  1779. 

nor,  has  been  heard  at  your  Lord  (hips'  bar,  with  a  variety  of 
eircumdances,  the  greater  part  of  which  have  been  teprefent- 
cd. materially  to  my  difad vantage,  1  truft  that  you  will  permit 
me  to  point  out  whatever  may  be  neceflary  to  lay  the  true 
ftate  of  that  tranfa£lion  before  your  Lordfhips. 

A  great  deal  has  been  faid  concerning  the  fecrecy  which 
ought  to  be  preferved  by  men  of  honour  in  their  negotiations^ 
and  that  all  converfations  about  them  are  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
fidential, and  that  the  moft  profound  fecrecy  is  an  implied 
ffipulajtion* 

it  appears  to  me,  that  a  man  who  ineaiM  to  a£l  fairly  has  no 
fecrets  ;  1  have  in  every  ftageof  this  matter  declared  that  I 
have  none,  and:  1  well  know  that  I  am.  ftruggling  in  a  caufe 
wherein  nothing  but  tfuth  and  juftice  can  fupport  me» 

When  this  negotiation  was  opened  to  me,,  a  great  deal  was 
faid  to  me  about  fecrecy,.  in  w^ich  I  was  willing  to  acquiefce, 
as  Ipng  as  I  conceived  myfelf  to  be  fairly  and  honourably  treat- 
ed, becaufe  I  undtpftood  it  to  be  the  particular  requeft  of  Lord 
Sandwich  that  it  (hould  be  (b  ;  though  as  his^  Lordlhip  decla- 
*  red  that  he  meant  to  ad  in  the  moft  generous  manner,  I  wi(h- 
ed  for  his  fake  that  fecrecy  had  not  been  ftipulated. 

Bur,  my  Lords,,  when  I  found  that  the  negotiattoa  evapo- 
rated into  words,  and  that  all  which  remained  was  little  more 
than  the  ipoft  contemptuous  indiflference,  the  idea  on  which 
fecrecy  was'ftipuhted  was  at  an  end  ;  propofals  were  held  out 
to  me  which  ended  in  mockery  and  iniult;  and  nothing  could 
be  more  unreafonable  than  to  fuppofe  I  could  be  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  keep  fuch  treatment  a  fecret  at  the  requeft  of  tbofe 
by  whom  1  had  been  infulted  ! 

My  Lords,  that  I  was  willing  to  exchange  my  fituation  in 
Greenwich  Hofpital  for  an  adequate  compenfation,  was  fo 
far  from  being  a  fecret  with  refpe£b  to  me,  that  I  repeatedly 
lU'efled  it  to  Lord  Sandwich  fome  years  ago. 

.It  was  my  indifpenfable  duty  to  proted  the  penfioners  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power,  and  it  wastherefore  impofEble  for  me 
tp  axrquiefce  iA  the  fcenes  of  fraud  and  oppreffion  with  which 
I  was  furrounded  ;  but  I  forcfaw  the  dilemma  into  which  I 
ipight  be  reduced  ;  and  though  I  could  not  negled  the  du- 
ties of  n\y  cffice,  whilft  I  continued  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  hofpital,  I  wifhed  to  avoid  the  ruin  which  threatened  me 
^  if  I  took  any  efFe£lual  ftcps  for  icdrefs, 

,  •  Your   Lordfhips  have  already    heard  a   letter    from   my 

'^"  Lord  Sandwich  in  the  year  1772,  when  this  offer  was  firll 

made  to  hkn,.  in  which  he  expreiles  furprife  at  my  wifting  to 
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retire,  and   pays  me  very  unreferved   compliments   on   my 
condud  in  the  hofpital. 

My  Lords,  the  fame  oiFer  was  again  prefled  on  his  Lord- 
Ihip  when  1  laid  the  complaints  of  the  penftoners  concerning 
their  beer  befoit  him.     I  then  found  that  1  had  loft  his  good 
opinion,  though  it  appeared  to  me  that  I  had   perfevered   in  ' 
the  fame  line  of  conduct  which  he  had  before  complimented.  - 

I  was  told  that  I  was  troublefome  ;  that  I  would  not  let 
bufinefsgoon,  and  that  the  fame  thing  would  happen  wherever 
I  fliould  be  placed  ;  a  declaration  which  furprifed  me  greatly, 
as  I  had  been  a  zealous  and  faithful  fervant  to  his  Majefry 
nearly  forty  years,  in  various  ftations,  without  ever  having  had 
blame  imputed  to  me  before  ;  and  I  could  not  conceive  that 
his  Lorddiip  meant  to  declare,  that  it  was  not  in  bis  power  to 
place  me  in  any  fituation  under  government,  in  which  a  man 
who  would  not  be  a  filent  witnefs  to  fraud  and  oppreffion 
could  be  employed. 

From  this  interview,  my  Lords,  which  has  left  the  ftrong- 
eft  and  moft  difagreeable  impreffionson  my  mind,  I  defpaired 
of  obtaining  redrefs  for  the  grievances  of  the  penfioners,  or 
relief  for  the  mortifying  infults  I  have  met  with  in  every  at- 
tempt to  proteA  thea». 

I  was  at  length  compelled  to  take  the  only  ftep  which  re- 
mained within  the  lineof  my  duty,  that  of  an  appeal  to  all 
the  great  and  noble  perfonages  who  forgi  the  general  court  of 
comml  ffioners  aiid  governors. 

My  Lords,  nothing  could  be  farther  from  my  wifiiesorex* 
pedation,  than  that  the  matter  (hould  have  become  public, 
or  have  everaflumed  the  appearance  of  diftuVbing  government, 
cfpecially  in  times  fo  critical  and  dangerous  as  the  prefent ;  but 
in  all  the  (ubfequent  ftages  of  the  bufinefs  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  be  a  patient  fpedator  of  the  fteps  which  have  been 
taken  preparatory  to  my  ruin. 

I  have  been  brought  before  fuch  a  tribunal  in  the  late  com- 
mittee of  diredors,  as  Itruft  never  did  before,  nor  ever  will 
again,  exift  in  this  country  ;  a  court,  wherein  a  part  of  the 
perfons  accufed  have  fat  as  judges,  and  others  of  them  ap- 
peared as  evidence.  The  determination  has  been  exadly  fuch 
as  was  the  neceflary  confequence  of  a  court  fo  conftituted, 
where  all  material  evidence  (except  of  the  perfons  charged) 
has  been  reje£ied  ;  fa£ts  of  the  moft  glaring^  notoriety  declared, 
not  proved.  I  have  been  pronounced  a  faife  and  malicious  ca- 
lumniator, and  fentenced  to  lofe  my  office  in  the  moft  ignomt- 
oious  manner  for  having  dared  to  accufe. 

I  have 
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T  have  been  compelled  to  Aiftain  a  moft  harraffing  and  cx- 
penfive  defence  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  which  was 
difcharged  (with  cofts  as  they  are  called)  that  is,  with  about 
one  half  of  the  expence  actually  incurred,  and  no  kind  of  rc- 
compence  for  the  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  mind  occafioncd 
thereby. 

*My  Lords,  during  the  pendency  of  the  profecutions  in  the 
King's  Bench,  all  roy  counfcl,  after  they  had  read  their  briefi, 
told  nie,  that  after  the  great  weight  of  uniform  and  rcfpcda- 
ble  teftimony  which  was  contained  in  more  than  thirty  af- 
fidavits, they  could  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  ftate  of 
the  hofpital  which  I  had  laid  before  the  generaJ  court ;  but 
th<lt  however  juft  my  caufe  might  be,  the  number,  the  in- 
fluence, and  the  perfeverance  of  my  profecutors  would  inevi- 
tably ruin  me. 

Mr.  Bearcroft  told  me  very  kindly,  that  he  would  take  an 
opportgnityof  fpeakingto  thefolicitor-general,  to  (ee  if  the 
matter  could  be  accommodated,  if  I  had  no  objedion ;  I  told 
him  that  it  was  already  well  known  that  I  wifhed  to  refiga 
my  appointment  in  the  hofpital  whenever  an  adequate  provi- 
fion  ihould  be  niade  for  me  in  any  other  ftation  ;  but  that  I 
had  no  kind  of  expectation  that  the  matter  would  then  be  ac- 
commodated, as  I  well  knew  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  and 
that  as  they  had  obtained  a  rule  upon  fix  diiFerent  motions  ia 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  that  nothing  could  ftop  them 
from  trying  the  event  of  every  one  of  them, 

Mr.  Bearcroft  accordingly  found  his  attempts  to  negotiate 
with  Mr.  Solicitor*GeneraTfruitlef$  ;  and  nothing  could  have 
relieved  me  from  thofe  informations  but  the  clear  juftice  of  my 
caufe,  and  the  very  able  defence  of  my  counfel. 

I  have  fince  found,  however,  that  Mr.  Murphy  made  my 
cafe  the  fubjeft  of  every  indifcriminate  converfation  ;  and  fo 
far  as  his  good  intentions  were  employed,  I  confider  myfelf 
as  obliged  to  him,  as  it  was  a  proof  of  his  zeal  and  opinion 
of  the  truth  and  juftice  of  my  caufe  ;  but  I  neither  con frnt- 
ed,  defired,  or  encouraged  him  to  enter  into  any  negotiation 
whatever. 

But,  my  Lords,  when  the  bufinefs  began  to  wear  a  differ- 
ent face,  when  all  the  motions  for  informations  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  had  been  difcharged,  when  the  great  impref- 
fion  which  the  defence  made  on  the  whole  court  had  been  felt, 
when  it  was  known  that  foineof  the  firft  lawyers  in  the  kin^*- 
dom  were  of  opinion  I  was  entitled  to  a  mandamus^  the  ca- 
reer of  revenge  was  ncceffarily  reftrained. 

When 
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Wheo  it  was  known  that  notice  had  been  given  that  age* 
jieral enquiry  would  be  made  in  this  Houfe  into  the  abufes  in 
the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  I  then  for  the  iirft  time 
begantoexpe£t  that  a  negotiation  would  be  fet  on  foot.  It 
was  impoffible  that  fo  corrupt  a  fcene,  and  the.hidory  of  fo 
many  abufes,  could  willingly  be  expofed  before  this  great 
tribunal,  and  fubjefled  to  th;;t  cenfure  which  might  be  dic- 
tated by  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  your  Lordihips  ;  but  I 
wasfo  far  from  attempting  to  fet  fuch  a  negotiation  on  foot, 
that  1  very  well  knew  if  a  propofal  came  from  me,  the  very 
meafure  itfelf  wOuId  prevent  it  ^  and  I  do  mod  folemnly  de- 
clare, that  I  did  not,  diredly  or  indiredly,  commiiCpn  or 
defire  Mr.  Murphy  to  renew  any  of  thofe  applications  which 
he  had  himfelf  begun,  and  wKich  I  found  he  had  made  the 
topic  of  his  converfation. 

I  was  not,  however,  furprifed  when  Mr.  Murphy  inform- 
ed me  that  a  Mr.  Butler  had  entered  into  a  converfation  with 
him  upon  the  affairs  of  Greenwich  Hofpital ;  and  1  dt>  mod 
folemly  declare  I  underftood  from  Mr.  Murphy  that  Mr.  But- 
ler's propofal  came  ftrait  and  d'licGt  from  Lord  Sandwich  *,  and 
I  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this  belief,  as  I  had  three  or 
fourdays  before  heard  it  rumoured  in  the  hofpital,  througj^ 
channels  which  I  knew  to  be  authentic,  that  it  was  intended 
to  remove  Captain  Baillie,  by  giving  him  an  equivalent  in 
lieu  ^  and  however  accidental  the  meeting  at  the  cofFee-houfe 
then  might  be  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Murphy,  it  did  riot  appear 
to  mc  to  be  fo  on  that  of  Mr.  Butler. 

That  Mr.  Murphv  had  been  my  counfel  muft  have  been  a 
hSt  well  known  to  Mr.  Butler,  though  Mr.  Butler's  connec- 
:Jons  with  Lord  Sandwich  were  unknown  to  Mr.  Murphy^ 
1$  he  himfelf  informed  your  Lordfliips. 

But  admitting  that  the  meeting  was  perfedly  accidental,  it 
¥as  I,  and  not  Lord  Sandwich,  that  received  information- 
rom  it ;  I  learnt  that  Lord  Sandwich  was  now,  for  the  firft 
ime,  induced  to  give  me  a  compenfation ;  he  was  the  only 
igitator  in  the  npatter ;  he  fent  for'Mr.  Murphy,  but  I  made 
10  application  to  Mr.  Butler. 

Under  the  circumftances  in  which  the  matter  was  dated  to 
ne,  I  had  no  kind  of  doubt,  but  that  it  was  a  deliberative 
neflfage,  and  that  it  was  at  length  intended  to  offer  me  an 
lonourable  and  an  adequate  compenration  in  lieu  of  my  of- 
ice ;  I  therefore  held  myfelf  bound  by  the  original  propofal 
0  Lord  Sapdwi^h  which  I  had  made,  though  it  was  long  be- 
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fore  the  profecution,  in  circumftances  very  different  from  the 
prcfcnt. 

I  had  undergone  a  long  train  oFharraffing>  expenfive,  and 
injurious  treatment;  I  had  refifled  a  very  virulent  legal  at- 
tack, and  my  mind  now  glowed  with  hope  tbat  the  great,  and 
almoft  the  only  obj'edl  of  my  wiflies  on  this  ftde  the  grave,  the 
reformation  of  the  abufes  in  Greenwich  Hofpital,  would  a: 
length  be  accompliihed  by  the  propofed  enquiry  at  your  Lord- 
Ihips'  bar,  arid  that  the  great  root  of  every  other  evil,  the  intro- 
du£)ion  of  landmen*  which  had  been  in  fome  meafure  fandioo- 
ed  by  the  alterations  in  the  charter^  would  be  totally  removed, 
and  eiFedual  precautions  taken  to  (hut  out  every  poffible  (anc- 
tion  to  the  lik«  abufes  for  the  future. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  I  liftened  with  reluctance  to  tbe 
confiderations  of  prudence  which  were  fuggefted  to  me,  the 
moft  prevailing  of  which  were,  that  though  the  printed  cale 
and  the  fubfequent  enquiry  had  convinced  many  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  abufes,  yet  the  pride  of  power  was  too  great  t3 
yield  immediately  to  thefe  convidions. 
v  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  negotiation  was  proceeded 

on  ;  Mr.  Murphy  waited  on  Lord  Sandwich  at  his  dcfire, 
without  my  knowledge ;  and  the  two  memorandums  which 
have  been  read  to  your  Lordfcips  by  Mr,  Butler,  were  drawn 
up  by  my  confent,  but  at  their  requifition. 

On  th^fc  papers  I  beg  leave  to  obfcrve,  that  it  was  fo  hr 
from  being  underftood  by  any  i>f  the  parties,  rhat  Captain 
Baillie  was  the  firft  mover  or  petitioner  in  this  negotiation, 
that  the  paper  which  Mr.  Butler  called  my  ultimatum^  drava 
up  by  himfelf,  begins  with  the  words,  ^^  Capt.  Baillie  is  wil* 
ling  to  refign  his  office  upon  an  equitable  compenfation  to  be 
eiven  before  hand."  This  is  certainly  not  the  language  of 
u>Iicitation. 

If  my  Lord  Sandwich  meant  to  zGt  with  the  fairnefs,  open- 
nefs,  and  delicacy  of  a  fuperior  mind  on  this  occafion,  it 
feems  reafonable  to  exped  that  he  would  have  felt,  that  what- 
ever was  proper  to  be  done  ought  to  be  done  immediately,  and 
that  he  ought  not  to  have  claimed  confidence  under  the  cir- 
cumftances of  this  negotiation. 

I  found  it  was  expe£^ed  that  I  (hould  permit  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  be  printed,  without  reply  or  expoftulation ; 
that  is,  I  was  to  permit  myfflf  to  be  proclaimed  ^  liar,  and  a 
bafe,  groundlefs  calumniator  throughout  the  kingdom.  Such 
a  propofal  was  the  higheft  infult  that  could  be  ofiered  to  a 
man  of  honour,  who  felt  <he  fulleft  conviAions  of  the  truth 
of  all  his  complaints,  and  who  had  prcfcfved  through  life  a 
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fair  and  unb1emi(hed  reputation,  as  the  firft  and  4eareft  ob^ 
jed  of  his  attefitiQii. 

My  Lordsi  it  is  with  great  furprice*  that  I  Jiava  beard  my-* 
felf  accufed  of  treachery  by  Mr.  Murphy ;  there  is  not  a  mam 
in  the  world  feorns  fo  bafe  and  criminal  a  meannefs  more  than 
I  do.  When  it  was  found  that  the  negotiation  ended  only 
IB  the  moft  tnadmiffible  and  infulting  propofals^  Mr.  Mur-> 
phy  did  himfelf  draw  out  an  examination  for  Mr«  Butler; 
the  D^otiation,  in  an  early  ftage  of  ihe  enquiry,  had  been 
ftated  to  this  Houfe  ;  the  circumftances  were  denied  by  Lord 
Sandwich  ;  my  chara£i:tfr  was  at  ftake  ;  and  the  reverend  Mr. 
Cooke  and  Mr.  Butler,  connected  as  they  are  with  Lord 
Sandwich,  were  not  witnefles  to  fupport  me  in  the  truth  of 
my  aflertioiis  ;  my  own  brother  might  juftly  be  fuppdfed  to 
be  equally  prejudiced  in  my  favour. 

I  conceived  that,  under  thefe  circumftances,  I  had  a  right 
to  the  tefiimony  of  Mr.  Murphy,  and  I  was  equally  furprized 
and  alarmed  to  find  that  he  felt  the  utmoft  reludance  at  being 
examined.  I  did  not  wiOi  him  to  entertain  any.fcryples,  or 
to  affcd  any  fecrecy  on  my  account  i  but  I  found  that  his 
fcruple^  and  his  delicacy  arofe  on  account  of  Lord  Sand- 
wich. I  had  not  been  at  all  prepared  for  a  delicacy  of  this 
kind,  as  the  converfations  which  I  had  hitherto  had  with  Mr. 
Murphy,  refpe£ling  (imilar  tranfaSions,  had.  deeply  imprefied 
my  mind  with  very  different  ideas  from  the  eulogium  Mr. 
Murphy  was  pleafed  to  pronounce  at  your  Lordihips-  bar, 
concerning  the  noble  Lord  :  but  I  found  that  his  delicacies 
had  arifen  in  the  conference,  which  he  had  held  with  his  Lord- 
ihip ;  which  conference  appears  to  me  to  have  detached  hiai 
entirely  from  my  interefts. 

My  Lords,  in  this  fituation,  alarmed  as  I  was  for  my  own 
charaiSer,  I  was  glad  to  find  that  I  had  accidentally  preferved 
the  paper  of  examination  intended  for  Mr.  Butler.  Mr* 
Murphy  has  told  your  Lordibips,  that  it  was  a  paper  artfully 
contrived  to  draw  Mr.  Butler  into  a  (late  of  the  matter  quite 
different  from  what  it  really  was.  My  Lords,  1  dcfpife.all 
fuch  mean  arts  ;  and  if  I  had  underflood  it  at  the  time,  I 
would  on  no  account  have  permitted  it  to  have  been  donff. 
I  moft  folemnly  proteft  to  your  Lordfhips,  upon  my  oath,  as 
I  now  am.,  1  underftood  the  paper  literally,  and  I  was  great* 
ly  furprized  to  hear  Mr.  Murphy  acknowledge,  that  he  me^jpt 
to  treat  a  brother  of  his  own  profeflxon  in  a  way  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  really  treacherous,  and,  in  any  ochey  pro-  ; 
feflion,  would  be  held  to  be  bafe  and  unwarrantable, 
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'  My  Lords,  in  this  paper  Mr.  Murphy  propofes,  that  Mr. 
Butler's  hand-writing  {hall  be  produced  againft  him ;  Ifci 
myfelf  compelled  to  take  the  fanoe  advantage  of  Mr.  Murpbf, 
that  he  had  W\in(^i  propofed  to  take  of  Mr.  Butler. 

Mr.  Murphy's  evidence  and  condu£b  drove  me  to  thedrii- 
grceable  neceflity  5  and  your  Lordfliips  have  fcen,  that  \a 
mind  is  more  hoftllc  to  me  than  that  of  Mr.  Butler,  whofe 
,      evidence  was  libera),  compared  with  Mr.  Murphy's. 

My  Lords,  I  truft  I  fliall  {land  fully  juftified  in  your  Lvi. 
Ihips*  opinions,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  if  it  had  notbeca 
in  my  power  thus  accidentally  to  compel  the  teftimony  of 
Mr.  Murphy  by  this  paper,  I  mufl  have  appeared  to  haireai- 
varnced  a  moft  foul  and  improbable  afTertion,  for  which  I 
fhould  not  have  been  able  to  have  produced  a  (badowof 
proof;  I  {hould  otherwife  have  had  no  fupport  but  the  cort- 
fcioufnefs  of  my  own  mind,  that  the  whole  was  true. 

My  Lords,  no  part  of  the  evjdencc  which  has  bccngtFW 
at  your  Lorddiips'  bar,  has  furprized  me  fo  much  as  that  oi 
Mr.  Butler,  who  has  fworn,  that  all  orders  of  men  in  Gitf»- 
wich  Hofpirai  have  complained  of  Captain  Baiilie.  M? 
•Lords,  if  this  be  true,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  all  I  have 
faid  about  Greenwich  Hcjfpital  is  falfe,  and  I  would  giad'v 
join  ifliie  upon  this  ground.  I  will  tell  your  Lordfliips  who 
they  are  that  have  recriminated,  viz. 

Five  fea  officers  out  of  fourteen  ;  three  civil  pfficers,  that 
have  been  at  fea  ;  and  a  combination  of  landmen^  confiftii^ 
of  eighteen  or  twenty  perfons,  out  of  2350  fouls. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  men  ;  thefe  are  the  comhina- 
tions  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  have  prevented  ana 
obftruded  Captain  Baiilie  in  his  duty,  and  which  was  to  be 
affigned  as  a  public  reafon  for  my  refignation. 

My  Lords,  except  thofe  perfons,  and  their  immediate  de- 
pendents, 1  truft,  that  my  being  reftored  to  my  office  wouW 
be  heard  with  ftncere  joy  by  all  thofe  who  are  the  real  objeds 
of  the  charity. 

My  Lofds,  that  ever  I  tnougbt  of  refigning  my  office,  was 
fo  far  from  proceeding  trom  any  diflike  to  the  hofpirai,  im: 
my  real  wifii  has  always  been,  that  I  might  live  and  dieic 
*  peace  th^re,  and  reft  among  the  penfioners. 

1  confidsr  it  as  one  family,  the  moft  venerable  and  refpefl- 
'  able  in  the  world  ;  a  family  of  brave  old  feamen,  who  arc  Lp- 
ported  by  their  country,  as  a  reward  for  their  paft  fervlces,  at 
•the  head  of  which  1  generally  prefided  ;  and  I  have  no  earth- 
ly wifli  equal  to  promoting  their  comfort  and  happinefs;  soi 
no  propofaly  however  advantageous,  which  could  be  made  to 
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mCy  would  give  me  fo  much  fatisfadion,  as  to  be  reftored  to 
theoi,  without  the  apprehenfion  of  being  obftrudled  in  my 

duty. 

My  Lords,  I  am  alfo  rep refented  by  Mr.  Butler,  as  a  man 
of  the  moft  violent  and  ungovernable  temper,  without  his  ha- 
ving produced  a  fingle  inftancc  of  it.  Lord  Sandwich  has 
himfdf  given  repeated  proofs,  under  his  hand,  to  the  dire£l 
contrary  5  and  the  two  late  governors  have  aifo  approved  of 
my  condud.  in  the  hofpital,  as  appears  by  their  letters  in  Oc- 
tober, 1772,  ready  to  be  produced,  as  well  as  the  ftrong; 
words  in  ray  warrant,  **  trufti ng  in  your  care,  prudence  and- 
vigilance.'* 

1  have  likewife  the  misfortune  to  be  accufed  of  ingratitude  ; 
im  I,  in  honour  or  in  confcience,  bound  to  fee  two  thoufand 
Britifh  feamen  abufed  in  all  their  interefts,  by  way  of  (hew- 
ing my  gratitude  to  a  noble  I^ord,  after  he  had  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  all  my  repeated  remonftrances  ? 

Neither  has  myprofeffional  chara6ier,  as  an  officer,  efcaped 
the  cenfurc  of  the  noble  Lord,  in  ^he  moft  public  manner; 
and  I  therefore  hope  your  Lordfhips'  goodnef<  and  indulgence 
will  be  pleafed  to  pemiit  me  to  produce  a  letter  frr^m  Mr. 
Cleveland,  the  Jate  fecrctary  of  the  admiralty,  wherem  it  ap- 
pears that  my  charadter,  as  ah  officer,  is  unimpeached  at  the 
admiralty. 

As  foon  as  Captain  Baillie  retired  from  the  bar,  Mr.  God-^r.Gjdhy, 
ijr,  the  fteward  of  the  hofpital,  and  Mr.  Bally  the  fte  ward's  Mr.  5«tf. 
clerk,  were  feverally  examined  to  the  price  and  value  of  thp 
(hoes  and  (lockings.  In  the  courfe  of  the  exammation, 
though  they  acknowledged  that  the  flioes  and  ftnckings  were 
of  an  inferior  fort,  yet  they  faid,  they  had  been  approved  of 
by  a  court  of  direftors  fome  years  fince  j  and  that  when  any 
real  complaints  were  made,  fuch  as  the  articles  being  inferior 
to  thofe  contraded  for,  they  were  fpeedily  enquired  into  and 
rcdrcflTcd. 

Mr.  Stephens^  fecretary  to  the  admiralty,  was  next  called  xoUr.S:^ 
the  bar.     His  teftimony  went  only  to  prove,  that  there  could /*^«*- 
have  been  no  general  court  held  in  the  abfcr.cj  of  Captain 
Baillie,  that  gentleman  having  been  always  lummoned. 

The  Duke  of  jR/VZ^/n^/7^/  obferved,  that  he  had  now  called  Duke  of 
all  his  witne(res  but  Sir  Me/rick  Burr-).  Rhhrxrj. 

While  the  committee  were  waitii.g  for  the  attendance  of 
that  gentleman,  Captair?  Baillie  was  called  to  the  bar,   in  or-  Capc.  Bail* 
der  to  eftabli(h  fome  fa<Ss  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bar  ''*• 
ker,  the  laft  day  the  committee  of  dircd^ois  fat  in  Green-wich 
Rofpital.     He  depofed,   that  Barker  turned   him  rudely  out 
of  the  committee-room  ;  that  he  would  not  permit  Mr.  f.e 
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P<!vft  tdi  be  examined  ;  that  Wells,  another  of  the  dircflors, 
toM  htm,  as  hepaiTed  by  him  in  his  carnage,  and  was  driving 
o(F,  that  the  commitree  would  fit  again,  but  they  fiiould  ad- 
rtit  none  but  themfelvcs  on  that  day  ;  that  the  eighth  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Salter's  Hall ;  that  not  being  fummoned,  he 
was  not  prefent  at  the  eighth  mtctiog,  though  tvcry  other  di- 
hAot  was  fummoned  but  he  ;  and  that  he  complaini^d  of  this 
partial  omiffion  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  who  feemed  to  eniirc- 
\j  difapprove  of  it. 

A  (hort  converfation  arofe  between  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
artd  the  Earls  of  Sandwich  and  Effingham,  relative  to  the 
time  and  mode  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  entering  upon  his.de- 
fence.  At  length  it  was  agreed,  there  being  no  witneis  to 
examine  but  Sir  Meyrick  Burrel,  that  the  Earl  (hould  enter 
upon  his  juftification  the  day  that  gentleman  was  to  be  exa- 
mined, his  evidence  being  but  very  (hort. 
Etrlof  As  fopn  as  this  converfation  was  concluded,  the  Earl  of 

Brijh/.  BriJIol  rofc  and  moved,  that  the  Houfe  might  be  refumcd, 
which  being  complied  with,  his  Lordfliip  rofc  to  offfer  a  few 
words,  he  faid,  to  juftify  the  motion  he  fubmitted  to  that 
Houfe  a  few  days  fince,  which  would  include  in  it  a  frefh 
fubjeS  of  complaint.  The  matter  he  alluded  to  was  the  late 
attempt  made  to  invade  Jcrfey  by  the  French,  which  ifland, 
by  the  mifconduft  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  had  been 
totally  neglefted,  A  fingle  frigate  ftationcd  on  the  coaft  of 
France,  would  have  at  Icaft  given  us  notice  of  the  enemy's 
intentions,  and  thereby  have  prevented  them  furprifing  it. 

His  Lordfliip)  then  flated  the, current  reports  of  jthc  day, 
and  called  upon  minifters  to  rife  and  declare  the  true  ftate  of 
that  ifland,'  and  what  meafures  have  been  taken  in  confe- 
quencc  of  the  intelligence  received  by  government.  It  was 
faid,  that  Admiral  Arbuchnot*  had  without  orders  fiailed  for 
Jtrk\  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  The  Admiral  had  done  him- 
lelf  great  honour,  and  proved  himfelf  an  able  and  intrepid  of- 
ficer. The  public  highly  applauded  his  conduA.  Did  mi- 
jiifters  approve  of  it  ?  His  Lordfliip  was  extremely  fevere  on 
adminiftration,  on  their  treachery  or  incapacity  ;  they,  he 
faid,  had  governed  this  country  by  flimfy  expedients,  or  truft- 
ed  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  with  all  its  dependencies,  to  ac- 
cident and  mere  chance.  The  oidcrs  and  inftrudions  given 
to  naval  commanders  were  purpofely  drawn  up  in  fUch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  enfure  a  kind  of  irrcfponfibility  in  almoft  all  events. 
They  were  full  of  chicane  and  indecifion,  and  left  officers  to 
aS  entirely  at  their  own  difcretion,  though  it  was  evident, 
Ihat  no  officer  could  do  fo  without  running  imminent  rifque, 
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becaufe  he  was  without  that  fpettes  of  information  which  n 
requifite  10  enable  him  to  truft  to  his  owft  judgment. 

His  Lordflilp  qooced  a  great  many  in{tances  of  this  in  the 
courfc  of  the  war  ;  particularly  in  refpeft  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pd,  Lord  Howe,  and  Admiral  Harrington  ;  who  were  feve-» 
rally  obliged  to  exceed  their  rnftraflionsy  and  had  thereby 
faved  their  refpeftive  fquadrons  from  deftrudion. 

If  any  frcft  proofs  .were  wanting  of  the  delufive  and  felfe 
hopes  held  out  by  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  amore 
ftriking  inftance  neerd  not  be  given,  than  the  late  attempt 
upon  J^rfey  j  for  moft  certainly^  if  Admiral  Arbuthnot  had 
iliM  for  the  place  of  his  deftination  but  a  feW  days  earlier, 
or  had  not  thofe  brave  iflanders  (h"wn  their  ufual  loyalty, 
ahcrity,  and  fpirit,  thofe  very  valuable  iflands,  Jerfcv,  Guern- 
fcy,  &€•  which  fcrve  in  time  of  war  as  a  kind  ot  advanced 
poft  to  thefc  kingdoms,  and  of  courfe  tend  to  keep  the  enemy 
in  check.  Would  by  this  time  form  part  of  the  dominion  of 
the  crown  of  France. 

He  lahnented  the  fatal  meafures  which  had  led  to  fucb  a 
facceffion  of  infutt  and  difgrace.  He  prefuihed  Adttiiral  Ar- 
buthnot's  prefpnce  was  wanting  where  he  was  deftined  ;  and 
obfrrvcd  on  the  probable  fatal  confcquences  which  might 
arife  from  this  necefiary  delay  ;  befides  the  immediate  incon- 
veniencfcs,  which  the  detaining  the  trade  fleets  that  were  to 
go  out  under  the  proteftion  of  that  gentleman,  and  more 
efpecially  the  provifion  ftore-fhips  and  tranfport  veilela  with 
recruits  and  detathments  for  the  armies  in  America,  would 
occafion 

Jcrfey,  however,  was  not  the  only  part  of  even  our  home 
dominions  that  was  left  defencelefs  ;  Ireland  and  Scotland 
were  equally  fo.  He  wnutd  not  mention  Ireland,  becaufe  a 
noble  Marquis  [Rockingham]  had  given  notice,  that  he 
fliould  on  Tuefday  next  lay  the  prefcnt  condition  of  that  dl- 
ftr  ff  d  ifland  before  their  Lordfhips.  After  I'loking  at  home, 
he  begged  their  Lordfhips  to  caft  their  eyes  abroad  j  to  corifi- 
der  woat  was  the  naval  power  of  France,  and  the  naval  force 
of  Spain.  France  had  her  ports  and  marine  arfenals  full  df. 
dips.  Spain  a  moft  formidable  naval  armament  in  Cadiz 
Bay,  and  a  great  many  (hips  riding  at  anchor  in  feveral  of  it^ 
harbours,  particularly  at  Rota.  Many  of  their  Lordfliipa 
did  n6t  perhaps  know  what  Rota  meant ;  he  would  explain 
it:  Rota  meant  in  Spain,  what  St.  Helen's  did  in  England, 
a  place  of  rendezvous,  preparatory  to  fquadrons  proceeding* 
on  adttal  ferrjce. 

After  having  ipoke  pretty  fiilly  on  this  head,  his  Lordfhfp 

tdted  the  attention  of  ihe  Houfe  to  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the 
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Britiih  navy.  He  did  not  believe,  now  at  the  end  of  the  faft 
week  in  May,  that  we  had  thirty  (hips  o^  the  line  ready  for 
the  home  defence.  This  was  a  moft  melancholy  confiden- 
tion,  fully  fufficientto  create  in  the  breads  of  their  Lard- 
(hips  and  the  whole  nation,  the  moft  alarming  apprehcnfioos. 
He  did  not  cbufe  to  urge  this  matter  further  at  prefent ;  bfot 
he  expelled  fome  one  minifter  would  rife  and  fay,  what  force 
the  French  had  fent  againft  Jerfey,and  what  efforts  had  been 
made  on  our  part  to  counterad  and  defeat  that  attenapt. 

His  Lordfliip  fat  down,  and  after  a  paufe  of  a  minute  or 
two,  no  anfwer  being  returned,  rofe  a  fecond  time,  and  pro- 
nounced with  a  very  ftrong  emphafis  the  followring  preidic- 
tion. 

That  the  calm  and  tranquil  manner  this  alarmtng  intelli- 
gence  feemed  to  be  received  by  their  Lordfiiips,  was  a  calm 
the  fure  forerunner  of  a  ftorm  ;  a  ftorm  of  the  moft  terrible 
kind ;  a  ftorm  which  he  hoped  to  God  would  overwhelm  and 
deftroy  thofe  weak  and  traiterous  counfellors,  who  had  givea 
their  Sovereign  bad  advice,  and  had  urged  him  to  the  purfoit 
of  thofe  meafuresy  and  an  adherence  to  them,  which  had  re- 
gularly produced  a  fucceiBon  of  misfortunes,  difappotntments 
and  difgraces,  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  chat  would 
terminate  in  the  moft  dire  calamities. 

He  declared,  he  had  no  motive  in  the  part  he  now  toed:, 
but  to  roufe  their  Lordfhips  from  that  fatal  lethargy  which 
they  appeared  to  be  overpowered  with,  to  ftimulate  them  to 
ftem  the  torrent  which  threatened  to  deluge  this  country  ia 
ruin,  and  which,  if  not  fpeedily  efFe£led,  would  end  in 
the  difmemberment  of  the  empire  at  leaft,  if  not  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  Britain  itfelf  as  an  independent  nation. 

His  Lord{bip  apologized  for  the  ftrong  cxprei&ons  he  had 
employed  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  faid^  they  were  not  juftifia- 
ble,  but  on  idea  of  the  a£tual  neceffity.  The  qucftions  he  had 
put  to  the  noble  Lords  in  adminiftration,  he  confefled,  were 
meant  as  queftions  to  which  anfwers  were  expeded  from 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  he  cxpe£led  to  hear  his 
Lordfhip  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  otherwifehe  (hould  interpret  that 
noble  Lord's  filence,  to  a  mixture  of  guilt  and  infuh. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  at  length  rofe,  feemingly  with  great  re- 

Handwick.  Juflance  ;  another  paufe  having  enfued,  before  he  got  on  bis 
legs,  but  not  before  he  faw  the  noble  Earl,  preparing  to  rife 
for  the  third  time. 

His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  was  not  prepared,  little  expeding 
that  any  part  of  that  day,  would  be  occupied  in  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  fuch  a  fubje^t.    He  never  underftood,  that  ic  was  the 
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duty  of  any  of  his  Majcfty's  minifters,  to  rife  and  enter  into 
expJanationa  concerning  matters  of  ftate,  when  called  upon 
by  any  individual  Lord  in  his  place,  even  in  debating  a  mo^> 
tion  upon  previous  notice,  much  lefs  in  a  defultory  conver* 
fati<:rn,  like  the  prefent,  in  which  no  end  whatever  was  pro- 
pofed  to  be  attained. 

He  rofe-,  however,  purely  on  account  of  the  imputation  of 
intended  infult,  than  which  nothing  could  be  worfe  founded. 
His  filence  did  not  proceed  from  the  leaft  difrefped  ;  nothing 
could  be  farther  from  his  thoughts  ;  and  as  ,to  the  general 
charges  .of  treachery,  inability,  &c.  which  the  noble  Earl 
had  fo  plentifully  dealt  out,  all  he  had  to  fay  was,  that  the 
fame  charges  had  been  made  an  hundred  times  before,  and 
had  been  as  often  refuted.  The  noble  Earl  aiked,  whether 
Ad;niral  Arbuthnot's  condud  had  been  approved  df  by  ad- 
miniftration  ?  He  would  anfwer  that  queftion,  by  afTuring 
his  Lordfhip,  that  it  was,  and  his  zeal,  activity,  and  gallan- 
try, highly  applauded  by  them.  He  had  wrote  a  ktter  to  the 
admiral  bimfelf,  to  that  very  effed,  whicb  was  accompanied 
and  further  confirmed  by  one  from  the  admiralty- board. 

As  to  the  other  queftjon,  relative  to  the  attempt  of  in- 
vading Jerfey,  he  wiihed  to  decline  giving  an  anfwer,  be- 
caufe  he  could  not  fpealc  with  precinon  on  the  fubje£t.  A 
very  few  days  would,  he  trufted,  enable  him  to  give  their 
Lordfhips  full  fatisfadion  on  that  head  ;  for  the  prefent,  he 
could  only  fay,  that  he  did  not  entertain  the  leaft  apprehen- 
fions  as  to  the  iflue,  for  he  was  fure  that  ifland  was  too  much 
in  force  to  permit  the  French  to  cffcA  a  landing* 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  be  could  not  remain  filent,  Dokt  of 
and  let  pafs  unnoticed  fome  expreffions  which  had  fallen  from  ^^^^'^ 
the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  lafl.  He  would  confine  himfelf  to 
the  proper  fubjed  of  the  converfation,  and  he  thought  his 
duty  to  their  Lordlhips,'  the  nation^  and  himfelf,  rendered  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  rife,  and  make  a  few  obfervations  on 
Jhe  language  held  by  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

The  noble  Earl  had  in  very  dired  terms  affirmed,  that  Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot  had  already  received  the  thanks  and  appro- 
bation of  his  Lordlhip  and  the  admiralty-board  ;  which  im- 
plied, if  it  meant  anv  thing,  that  the  approbation  of  that 
board  was  an  approbation  of  a  breach  of  orders.  He  fliould 
fay  iiothing  of  the  infult  and  difgrace  attending  this  attempt 
of  our  enemies,  on  our  part ;  but  he  could  not  help  remark- 
ing, that  adminiftration  confcquently  confeiTed  that  they 
were  totally  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  intentions.     If  they 
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were  not  igooraot,  the  acimiral  broke  fats  orders,  contraiy  to 
tbeir  judgment ;  if  they  were,  the  inf^r^ace  was  felf^evideot 
--*their  total  iocapacity  to  fill  tbeir  prefent  ftacions. 

He  had  ftill  hopes,  notwitbftanding  what  he  now  heard, 
that  the  admiral  did  not  depart  from,  or  break  his  orders  ;  be- 
caufe  fuch  a  precedent  would  be  big  with  danger*  He  had 
himfelf  been  brought  up  to  the  profeffion  of  arms,  and  he 
Ibould  be  forry  to  fee  difcipline  (0  totally  difregarded,  much 
snore  to  b«ve  a  disobedience  of  orders  deicribed  as  a  matter  of 
werit,  and  as  entitled  tocd&pai  apprcihation. 

He  did  not  mean,  by  what  he  had  faid,  to  call  the  conduft 
of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  isito  queilion.  By  what  he  could 
loam,  the  admiral  was  a  worthy  man,  and  an  able  and  Aekrv- 
iflg  cdlficei^,  and  on  the  pre&nt  occaiion  probably  acquitted 
Umielf  like  an  a^ivc,  fpirited,  and  vigilant  commander :  he 
only  meant,  and  the  occafioa  marked  it  highly  neccflary  at 
diis  moment,  to  lay,  that  where  die  fafety  of  a  kingdom  de- 
jiended  on  the  judgment  and  wifilom,  clifciplioe  and  perfeft 
iobordination  of  officers  of  all  ranks,  employed  tn  its  ferrice, 
that  that  kingdom  which  neglefted  thofe  vital  eflentials,  by 
^refuming  to  commend,  widiout  ftating  the  cireumfhinces  by 
die  mouths  of  its  minifters,  an  ti&  which  was  at  the  fame 
time  partly  acknowledged  to-  be  an  aft  of  difobedience,  was 
moft  ccrtJiinly  arrived  atone  of  the  laft  images  of  its  ruin. 

It  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to  plan,  and  of  officers  to  exe- 
cute, as  far  as  lay  in  their  power;  but  there  was  no  condi- 
tion annexed  to  obedience ;  when  there  was,  the  orders  be- 
came difcretionary,  and  fcarccly  dcferved  the  appellation  of 
•inftruftions  ;  becaufe  it  left  the  officer  at  liberty  to  aft  upon 
his  own  judgment,  which,  whenever  it  happened  to  be  the 
cafe,  where  a  particular  fervice  was  pointed  out  and  required, 
ppt  an  end  at  once  to  all  difcipline  ;  the  fundamentals  of  all 
coodgovcrnment  were  thereby  fhaken,  and  the  principles  of 
tt  abandoned,  that  is,  the  principle  of  refponlibility  and  pu- 
{lifhmcnt:  forneither  the  planners  of  meafures,  nor  the  exe- 
cutors of  them,  could  juftly  be  called  to  account*  On  the 
other  hand,  as  long  as  the  adminiftration  were  deemed  an- 
fweVable  for  the  plan,  and  the  officers  for  the  execution^  he 
would  be  undcrftood  refpcfting  the  wifilom  of  the  one,  and 
the  poffible  performance  of  the  other,  the  nation  had  a  pro- 
per pledge  for  thfe  good  conduft  of  their  minifters  andcom* 
manders.^ 

Having  explained  this  doftrine  in  all  its  parts,  in  a  mofl 
able  and  correft  manner,  his  Grace  proceeded  to  take  a  Ihort 
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view  of  the  afFairs  of  Europe,  fo  far  as  they  were  connefted 
withy  or  might  be  fuppofed  to  afFe£t,  the  interefts  of  this 
country.     He  allowed  that  the  period  was  critical,  and  forbid 
a  total  liience,  except  in  fuch  inftances  as  were  abfolutcly  nc- 
cefTary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  ftate  ;  he  fhould  therefore 
fpeak  Qoder  that  referve,  and  advert  to  nocircumftance  which 
did,  in  his  opinion,  cxa^iy  correfpond  with  the  rule  and  the 
exception.     It  was  true,  he  faw  no  general  caufe  of  being 
lelervcd  in  Parliament,  ii|X)nthe  dale  pretence,  that  agitating 
public  matters  in  that  Houfe  mi^ht  be  the  means  of  conveying 
improper  and  dangerous  intelligence  to  our  enemies  ;  much 
lefs  on  that  unconlliiutional  language  lately  introduced,  that 
Parliament  was  no  fit  place  for  difcuflihg  topics  merely  rela- 
tive to  matters  of  ftate.      The  firft  w;as  founded  in  delufion 
and  deceit ;  becaufe  he  was  firmly  periuaded  that  our  ene- 
mies were,  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occafions,  better  in- 
formed of  our  naval  and  military  force,  both  in  grofs  and 
detail,  than  that  Houfe,  and  much  earlier;  and  as  to  the 
other,  it  was  a  traiterous  pofition,  and  ftrijck  at  the  very  be- 
ing and  eflence  of  Parliament,  to  fay,  that  either  or  both 
Houfes  were  not  authorifed  to  meddle  m  matters  of  ftate  ;  or, 
which  amounted  to  precifely  the  lame  thing,  that  fuch  ob- 
jefts  were  too  tranfcendent  for  their  comprchenfion,  and  were 
above  the  deliberations  of  popular  affemblies,  or  aflemblics 
confifting  of  many  pcrfons ;  which,  in  truth,  amounted-  to 
this,  that  the  powers,  whether  vefted  in  Parliament  or  inhe- 
rent in  it,  extended  no  farther  than  a  mere  power  to  punilh, 
hut  not  to  enquire,  deliberate,  or  advile. 

But  the  relerve  he  alluded  to  w^as  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture ;  it  was  a  relerve  relative  to  inccrpretaiions  put  on  the 
probable  and  immediate  coitduft  of  foreign  powers,  and  the 
mcafures  proper  to  be  adopted,  when  the  conduft  of  l\ich 
powers  fcarcely  remained  any  longer  equivocal.  He  was 
much  afraid  that  we  ftood  nearly  in  that  predicament  with 
the  court  of  Madrid.  Spain  was  already  armed,  and  in  great 
force  both  by  fea  and  land,  particularly  at  fea.  Her  inten- 
tions could  hardly  be  any  longer  mifundcrftood.  The  pro- 
per conduft  of  Great  Britain,  in  fuch  an  exigency,  required 
to  be  treated  with  fome  degree  of  relerve  :  it  was  a  delicate , 
fubjcft,  not  becaufe  it  might  give  Spain  umbrage,  though 
perhaps  under  fome  circumftances  that  itl'clf  might  be  3 
good  motive  for  afting  prudently  and  cautioufiy  ;  but  the 
real  motive  which  forbid  him  from  fpeaking  his  fcnti- 
ments  freely,  w^s,  that  giving  public  advice  upon  fuch  an 
Vpl.  All.  T  t  occaHort 
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.pccafion  would  dcftroy  the  very  end  for  which  only  it  fhouli 
be  given*  He  therefore  wiflied  to  be  filent,  farther  than  to  re- 
commend to  minifters,  in  the  moft  fervent  and  anxious  terms, 
to  turn  their  thoughts  feriou/ly  to  ihe  prefent  pofture  of  af- 
fairs at  honie  and  abrpad  ;  to  confide r  what  we  had  to  con- 
tend with,  in  cafe  Spain  fhould  ally  itfclf  with  France;  lo 
look  forward  to  the  means  we  had  to  avert  any  intended  blow 
which  may  have  been  meditating  5  to  our  rcfourccs  ia  roeo 
and  money,  our  allies,  probable  or  aftual ;  and  to  meafurc 
and  balance  the  whole,  one  againft  the  other,  confidcring, 
with  wifdqm  and  ftcadinefs,  the  probable  events^  with  all 
their  neceffary  confequences. 
1  Every  thing  dear  or  valuable  to  this  country  would  of 

courfe  be  committed  to  the  ifl'ue  of  fuch  a  poifible  contcft; 
and,  as  the  firft  ftep  to  a  coofideration  9f  fuch  immeufc  im- 
portance and  vaft  magnitude,  it  would  be  incumbent  upon 
minifters  and  that  Houfe,  or  the  former,  if  they  chofe  to  take 
upon  them  therefponfibility  attached  to  their  official  and  ca- 
binet fituations,  wo  be  well'  and  thoroughly  infonned  of  the 
real  ftate  of  our  marine.  No  fingle  perfon*s  word  Ihould  be 
taken  on  fuch  an  occafion  j  every  thing  (liould  be  made  as 
plain  as  the  noon- day.  Was  the  navy  adequate  to  the  grow- 
ing and  probable  fervices  that  would,  in  the  event  of  a  rup- 
ture with  Spain,  become  neceffary  ?  Were  the  fupcrior  com^ 
manders  and  officers  in  general  pleafed  with  the  condu^  of 
the  board  under  whom  they  afted  ?  Was  the  firft  Lord  of  the 
admiralty  a  popular  cbarafter,  or  had  they  a  confidence  and 
reliance  upon  him^  in  the  trying  times  that  were  fwiftly  ap- 
'proaching  ?  And,  on  the  whole,  was  there  a  fair  profped  of 
iuccefs^  glory*  and  viftory,  under  fuch  ah  adoiipiftration  of 
naval  aflFairs  ? 

Thefe  were  all  queftions  that  well  dcferved  to  be  enquired  in- 
to, and  appearances  would  juftify  anfvyerlng  every  one  of  them 
in  the  negative.  After  the  i^epeated  coiijplaints  made  by  per- 
fons  of  the  very  firft  reputation  in  their  profcffion;  after  the  rc- 
fignation  of  fomc  of  the  moft  diftinguifhcd  commanders,  or, 
what  amounted  fubHantially  to  the  fame  thing,  their  refufal  to 
ferve ;  after  the  many  charges  of  grofs  incapacity  and  mifcon- 
,  duft,  made  in  that  and  the  other  Houfe,  againft  the  marine 
minifter,  by  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke  laft,  conncfted  with  all 
the  latter  and  preceding  circumftances ;  made  fuch  a  general 
imprcffion  on  his  mind,  that  he  confeffed  his  aftonithment  at 
the  noble  Earl's  longer  continuance  in  office.  He  declared, 
he  fhould  be  aflinmed  to  hold  his  fituation  longer,  under  fuch 
circumllances,  were  he  in  the  place  of  the  noble  Eartafrerha 
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found  that  thirty-nine  Lords,^  and  one  hundred  andfcventy- 
fix  Commonersj  had  divided  in  fupport  of  two  qaeftions,  ac- 
tually framed  for  the  purpofe  of  difmiffing  him  from  his  officey 
by  an  addrefs  to  the  throne; 

Adjourned  to  the  loih.  * 

Maj  16. 

Enquiry  into  Greenwich  Hofpital  was  refumed,  aftd  Sir 
Meyrick  Burrcly  one  of  the  direftors  of  the  hofpital,  called  to  Sir  M^fritk 
tbe  bar,  BurnL 

Sir  Meyrick  did  not  chufe  to  fobjeft  his  charaftet  to  much 
animadvcrfion,  as  he  qualified  every  thing  he  faid  with  an 
apology  to  their  Lordihips  for  his  want  of  memory.  Be 
could  not  fpeak  with  any  prccifion  ;  he  had  been  preient  but 
once,  and,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  retained  a  very  imperfeflE 
rccoUcftion  of  what  paffed  on  the  occaiion. 

He  had  not,  from  what  appeared  to  him,  formed  any  judg- 
ment upon  the  matter ;  all  he  could  fay  was,  that  many  ftrong 
matters  had  been  urged,  and  that  much  contradiftion  arofe^ 
in  the  courfc  of  that  day's  inveftigation'at  which  he  was  pre- 
ient, ib  much  (Oj  tjiat  neither  now  or  then  was  be  fo  well  in- 
formed as  to  be  enabled  to  give  any  thing  like  a  dccidecl 
opinion. 

He  acknowledged,  that  the  day  he  attended  he  found  Cap- 
tain Baillie  difpofcd  to  do  every  thing  which  promifcd  to  for- 
ward the  enquiry,  and  to  comply  with  the  advice  of  tjie  com- 
mittee, in  order  to  facilitate  their  proceedings ;  and,  for  the 
purpofe  of  accommodating  the  wilhcs  of  his  advcrfaries,  Ite 
ktmed  ready  to  wave  all  complaints  againft  the  committee, 
and  the  manner  of  conftituting  it.  He  anfwercd  feveral 
pointed  qucftions,  put  by  the  -Duke  of  Richmond,  in  fuch 
a  fort,  as  plainly  fhewed  that  he  was  above  giving  any  an- 
Uver  which  might  tend  to  impeach  his  honour,  though  he 
could  not  charge  his  memory  with  the  prccife  words;  fuch 
as — He  did  not  know  ;  he  could  not  affirm,  but  he  fuppofcd 
and  believed  that  fuch  circumftances  happened  ;  and,  fuch 
words  paffed. — The  reverend  Mr.  Cooke  did  not  feem  to  be 
well  pleafcd  with  Sir  Meyrick*s  teftimony,  though  he  was  of- 
ten heard  to  pray  moft  fervently  for  that  ancient  gentleman, 
during  his  examination,  as  was  likewife  Mr.  Mylne,  the  clerk 
of  the  works ;  but  Sir  Meyrick  would  have  his  own  way. 

Captain  Mright  was  next  called,  who,  after  pafling  the  Captain 
higheft  eulogiums  on  Captain  Baillie,  in  the  capacity  of  lieu*  ^inzbt. 
tenant- governor;  gave  many  inftances  of  his  merit,  in  par- 
ticular cafes  ;  among  others,  of  his  uncommon  diligence  and 
difintetcftcdncfs,  his  indcfatigabte  induftry,  as  well  in  detcft* 
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ing  as  in  remedying  the  enormous  and  fhameful  abufcs 
which  had  gradually  been  increafing,  and  daily  introducing, 
into  the  hofpital,  mentioning  the  affair  of  tl)C  bull-beef 
contraftor,  the  fvaud  committed  on  the  pcnfioncrs,  by  ferving 
them  with  greafV  water  inftead  of  broth,  with  meat  boiled  to 
ragyinftcad  of  that  containing  nutriment,  and  the  pUmdcrirg 
tTie  feamcn  of  their  portions,  by  giving  the  meat  to  pcribns 
who  had  no  manner  of  right  to  rt,  &c*  Captain  Allright'*? 
evidence  femed  to  make  ftrong  impreffion  upon  fcvcral  Lords. 

LordFtfr-  Lord  i^rrr^Ti  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  rcfumcd,  in  order 
to  fwear  »  Mr.  Boxley,  whom  he  had  reprefentcd,  on  the  71b, 
as  a  perfon  very  proper  to  be  examined.  His  teftlmony  con- 
tained the  following  fafts. 

Mr.  Bcxlty.  That  he  had  afted  as  deputy  to  Alexander  Hood,  Efq.  br 
virtue  of  a  letter  of  attorney^  and  had  a  falary  of  aooU/cV 
annuniy  houfe^  coals,  candles,  &c.  that  he  paid  the  flcward  of 
the  hofpital  for  himfclf  and  clerks  ;  that  he  alio  paid  variou? 
otherYums,  occafionally  ordered  by  the  board  of  dircftors,  for 
the  current  expences  of  the  hofpital ;  but  could  not  fav  for 
what  ufcs  ;  he  did  not  know  precifely  the  produce  of  the  t)er- 
wentwatcr  eftate.  He  faid  the  fums  drawn  from  that  eftate  va- 
ried from  year  to  year,  fometimes  more^  fomctimes  lefs  •  ihar 
neither  Mr*  Hood  the  treafurer,  nor  he,  had  any  controul  c: 
check  upon  thofe  receipts,  bccaufe  the  amount  of  the  profits 
were  tranfmiited  or  remitted  in  bills,  which  he  had  no  more  to 
do  with  than  to  give  credit  in  the  general  account ;  that,  ac- 
cording to  this  modCy  the  net  proceeds  of  the  Dcrwcntwater 
eftate  were  no  more  than  15,000!.  for  the  year  1778,  am! 
that  the  whole  of  the  revenue,  the  fame  year,  including  every 
fund  which  came  into  his  hands,  was  about  6i,oool. 

The  witnefs  then  read,  from  a  memorandum  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  an  account  of  the  net  produce  of  the  hofpitar 
revenues  derived  from*  the  Derwentwatcr  eftate,  fron^  th? 
year  177 1  to  the  year  1778,  which  appeared  upon  an  average 
to  be  (hort  of  aOjOCoI.  a  year. 

Mr.  Rha^       Mr.  'Ibbetfon  was  next  called,  and  went  into  a  fuller  detai!. 

fi"'  He  explained  the  mode  pf  making  up  the  accounts,,  by  the 

perfons  immediately  employed  in  collefting  the  rcnts^  a:>d 
other  produce,  fuch,  in  particular,  as  the  lead  mines  ;  but  he 
was  cautious  in  fixing  the  average  of  the  net  produce,  ob- 
ferving,  that  that  muft  entirely  depend  upon  contingencies. 

He  acknowledged,  after  being  clofely  preflTed  by  Lord  Fer- 
rers, that  the  living  of  Simod^urnc^  in  the  poffcflion^of  Mr. 
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Scot,*  was  thought  to  be  worth  lOOOl.  per  annum ;  that  if 
iuch  a  living  were  divided  into  fo  many  portions,  it  would 
make  a  comfortable  provifion  for  four  navy  chaplains;  that 
the  hofpital  had  lately  pwrchafed  a  turn  of  the  right  of  pre- 
fentation  to  the  rcftory  of  Alfton,  another  living  on  the  Der- 
wentwater  eftate,  the  great  tythes  of  which  they  were  at  the 
time  in  polfeifion  of;  but  that  no  navy  chaplain  was  either  in 
poiTefGon,  or  was  promifed  to  fucceed  to  the  next  vacancy. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  the  next  day.  Ordered,  to  be 
fummoned  on  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham's  motion. 

Committee  on  the  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital  adjourned  to  the  13th  inftant. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  gave  notice,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  cognmittee  rofe,  that  the  evidence  was  finally  clofed  in  fup- 
port  of  the  allegations  fet  forth  in  Captain  BaiUie's  book. 

May  II. 

Diflenters'  bill  read  a  third  time ;  carried  unanimoufly, 
the  Duke  of  Chandos's  iingle  nt)  excepted. 

Marquis  of  Rockingham  rofe,  and  entered  into  a  long  com-  Mtrquii  of 
putative  and  arithmetical  detail,  fhewing  the  comparative  **^*"''**'' 
ability  of  Ireland  to  bear  burdens^  to  what  it  had  been  at  for*   ^ 
mer  periods,  not  far  diftant. 

His  Lordfhip's  opening  was  chiefly  directed  to  meet  fuch 
objedions  as  he  imagined  might  be  made  againft  the  proofs 
he  meant  to  adduce,  of  the  real  diftrefs  of  Ireland.  His  de- 
tail was  accurate  and  important,  as  it  prefented  two  objefts 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,firft,  fo  far 
as  the  confequences  might  be  fuppofed  to  affed  them  per- 
fonally  ;  fccondly,  as  it  might  probably  affect,  and  that  in  a 
moll  ierious  manner,  the  people  of  Great-Britain. 

Hefirftftated  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  the  out-govngs  and 
favings  in  the  year  1755,  during  the  adminiftration  of  the 
late  Marquis  of  Hartington,  afterwards  Duke  of  Devon- 
fhirc,  and  proceeded  regularly,  through  each  fuccelfive  ad- 
miniftration, till  he  brought  it  down  to  the  prefent  viceroy. 
Lord  Buckinghamihire. 


*  The  well-known  author  of  the  well-known  paper,  entitled 
Anti'Sejanus,  io  which  the  King  was  compared  to  Tiberius,  and 
Lord  Bute  to  his  minifter  and  favourite,  Sejairus.  This  paper  was 
written  when  Lord  Sandwich  was  turned  ovt,  in  176;.  ills  Lord- 
fliip  wad  .never  thoroughly  forgiven  his  paft  tranlgreffioos  at  St* 
James's,  till,  he  didinguin^ed  himfelf  in  a  fpeech  agamfl  Lord  Chat- 
ham, on  the  Middlefex  eledHoo,  in  February,  1770. 
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In  1755,-  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^^  years  after,  the  whole  of  the  civit 
and  military  cftablilhment  amounted,  for  the  two  years,  that 
being  the  mode  of  voting  the  parliamentary  grants  of  that 
kingdom,  to  about  t,200,oool.  on  an  average,  6oo,cxx)L  p^ 
annum  ;  whereas,  of  late  years,  the  grants  were  little  lliortof 
2,000,oool,  or  i,ocX),OOOl.  per  annum.  At  that  period  too, 
in  the  courfe  of  five  years  peace,  the  debts  contra£ted  during 
the  preceding  war  had  not  only  been  paid  off,  but  there  was 
a  furplus  of  26o»oool.  in  the  national  treafury,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  applied  to  public  ufes,  fuch  as  canals, 
churches,  bridges,  &c.  in  bounties  for  the  encouragement, 
and  promoting  the  extenfion  of  agriculnire,  arts  and  manu- 
faftures,  land-carriage  of  corn,  carrying  it  coaftwil'e,  to  the 
Dublin  fociety,  linen  manufafture,  and  the  iiihcrics. 

His  Lordfhip  made  a  progreffivc  ftatement  of  the  grants 
and  taxes,  the  civil  and  military  eftablilbments,  and  pcnfion- 
lifl;,  under  each  fucceffive  adminiftration — that  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  Lord  Halifax,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  the 
Lor'ds  Weymouth,  BriftoljTownfhend,  Harcourt,and  thepre- 
fcnt  viceroy,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  fliewed  that  the  public 
expenditure  imperceptibly  increafed  in  each  refpeftive  branch. 
He  ftated,  that  a  debt  was  neceffanly  incur^^ed  during  the  late 
war,  the  out-goings  exceeding  the  public  income.  But  what 
rendered  the  condition  of  Ireland  a  moft  extraordinary  one 
indeed,  and  contrary  to  the  ufage  of  all  other  ftates  under  the 
'  fun,  was,  that  aficr  the  peace  of  1 762,  inftead  of  paying  off  the 
debts  incurred  duringthe  preceding  war,  they  yearly  continued 
to  augment,  gradually  and  regularly,  for  the  laft  fifteen  years 
of  peace ;  a  circumftance  not  paralleled  in  any  country  he 
ever  heard  or  read  .of  :  nay,  more,  that  the  debt  encrcafcd  in 
oppofition  to  new  taxes.  Taxes,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
four  fcflionsj  were  laid  on  ;  money  was  uniformly  bor- 
rowed ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the  two  years,  when  the  na- 
tional accounts  came  to  be  fettled,  frefl\  deficiencies  appeared 
on  each  new  loan,  and  frefli  taxes  were  laid  on,  in  conic- 
quence  of  them.  In  fhort,  it  was  a  mode  of  policy  adopted, 
that  of  taxing  and  borrowing  and  pledging  the  public^faith, 
till  not  a  (liilling  more  could  be  procured. 

A  tontine  fcheme,  or  a  plan  of  paying  an  high  ^ini/ereft  on 
annuities  granted  upon  Uves,  with  benefit  of  furvivorftiip, 
was  the  firft  :  this  not  anfwering  the  exigencies  of  govem- 
nicnt,  ftaonp  duties  were  then  laid  on  ;  and  laftly,  a  vote  of 
credit ;  notwithftanding  which,  fuch  was  the  exhauftcd,  im- 
poveriflied  llatc  of  that  country,  that  no  money  could  be 
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procured  upon  fo  precarious  afccurlty.  Indeed,  the  fccurity 
acnounted  to  no  more  than  a  mere  national  engagement  that 
the  public  creditors  would  be  paid  fome  time  or  other ;  but 
that  the  funds  offered  as  a  fpecific  fecurity  would  prove  equal- 
ly deficient  and  unproduftive,  with  thofe  which  had  caufed 
the  very  ncceffity  of  the  defired  loan. 

The  debt  ftill  continued  to  accumulate,  and  in  the  year 

1777,  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  receipts  in  the  fum  of 
260,0001. 

So  long  as  England  continued  in  a  profperous  fituation, 
though  Ireland  -was  drained,  Ihe  had  recourfc  to  this  country  ; 
but  luch  was  the  ftate  of  both  countries,   in  thefpringof 

1778,  although  the  revenues  of  Ireland  were  hawked  about 
London  ft  reels,  and  offered  to  be  mortgaged  for  the  fum  of 
300,0001.  a  fingle  (hilling  could  not  be  procured  or  borrowed 
upon  them,      .    . 

After  dwelling  on  thofe  circumftances  for  a  confiderable 
time,  he  opened  another  head  of  argument,  that  of  the  im- 
mediate diflrcffes  of  Ireland,  which,  he  faid,  mufl  in  the 
end  materially  affeft  the  commerce  and  manufaftures  of 
Great -Britain.  His  Lordfhip  flated  the  average  of  thfe 
exports  to  that  kingdom,  both  from  Scotland  and  England, 
for  the  laft  eleven  years,  ending  in  1777 — From  Scotland, 
upwardsoftjiree  millions;  fromEngland,  upwards  of  eighteen 
millions  :  or,  from  Scotland,  300,000!.  and  a  fradion  ;  from 
England,  t,6oo,oco1.  and  a  fraction,  yearly;  the  whole  making 
twenty-two  millions,  or  upwards  of  two  millions  a  year,  Bri- 
tiflv  export.  It  might  be  faid,  docs  not  Great- Britain  take  the 
linen,  provifions,  &c.  of  Ireland  in  return  ?  Certainly  ;  but 
it  was  to  be  confidered  on  which  fide  the  balance  lay,  whether 
in  favour  of  this  or  that  country.  He  then,  from  authentic 
papers,  Ihewed,  that  the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  Scot- 
land was  above  a  million  and  a  half,  and  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land above  five  million?,  for  the  laft  eleven  years.  This  led 
him  to  his  grand  conclilfion,  that  of  motives  of  intereft  ;  bc- 
caufe,  by  the  accounts,  as  laft  made  up,  it  appeared  that  the 
.export  to  Ireland  fdr  the  laft  year  had  decreafed  one  fourth  : 
for  in  1777  it  was  upwards  of  two  millions,  and  in  1778  un- 
der a  million  and  a  half. 

His  Lordfhip  entered  into  feveral  circumftances  which 
came  within  his  own  knowledge,  particularly  in  the  Weft 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York;  by  the  laft  returns  of  the 
number  of  broad  woollens  manufa^ured  in  that  diftri£t,  it 
appeared  that  there  had  been  twenty-one  thoufand  pieces  lefs 
llian  the  average  of  feverr.I  yeaf s  before,  and  eight  thoufand 
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narrows,  or  foreft  cloths  ;  that  he  had  made  it  his  bofineU  to 
enquire  the  reafon,  and  found  it  had  been  the  failure  of  the 
trade  of  Ireland.  He  fome  time  fince  convcrfcd  with  a  Tcry 
confiderable  manufadurer  in  his  neighbourhood,  in  the  coun« 
try,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  fo  far  as  it 
was  connefted  with  the  woollen  mahufafture  carried  on  in 
■  the  Weft  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  who  conftantfy^cvc- 
ry  year  went  over  to  Dublin  to  take  orders,  and  who  alTured 
him,  that,  by  a  letter  received  from  his  correfpondent  in  that 
city,  he  was  warned  not  to  come  or  fend ;  for  he  could  not 
cnfure  fafety  to  either  his  property  or  perfon. 

His  Lordfhip,  befides  the  proof  of  'the  poverty  of  Ireland, 
by  its  daily  incurring  new  debts ;  the  infufficiency  of  the 
funds  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  intereft  and  annuities, 
payable  to  the  public  creditors  ;  the  almoft  bankrupt  ftate  of 
the  exchequer,  and  feveral  other  evidences  of  a  fimilar  nature; 
mentioned  the  circumftance  of  our  being  obliged  to  provide, 
in  the  committee  of  fupply  of  the  prefent  year,  64,000!.  for 
the  pay  of  lix  regiments  of  foot,  and  one  of  dragoons,  ferv- 
ing  in  America,  or  confent  to  have  them  dift^anded. 

His  Lordftiip  tlien  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  feveral  pe- 
titions fent  by  fome  of  the  counties  in  Ireland,  the  aflbciaticas 
at  the  Tholfel  in  Dublin,  and  at  feveral  o{  the  county  meet- 
ings, particularly  at  Corke,  Kilkenny,  Wicklow,  and  Rof- 
common,  fome  of  them  exprefsly  refolving  not  to  import,  or 
life,  or  purchafe,  any  of  the  manufaftures  of  this  country ; 
others,  lefs  violent,  Corke  in  particular,  not  to  purchafe  or 
vfe  any  goods,  but  fuch  as  were  manufactured  in  that  king- 
dom. 

His  Lordftiip  earneftly,  nay,  trery  warmly,  preflcd  the  nc- 
ceffity  there  was  for  giving  Ireland  relief,  upon  every  prin- 
ciple of  gratitude,  intereft,. and  found  policy,  and  pcyintedout 
the  danger  of  irritating  the  people,  left,  by  being  drove  to 
extremities,  they  might,  in  an  aft  of  defpair,  be  forced  into 
refiftance.  He  expatiated  greatly  on  their  loyalty  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  their  reverence,  zeal,  and  affeftion  for  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country ;  it  would  therefore,  he  thought,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  policy,  be  extremely  imprudent  to  do  any  thing  which 
might  tend  to  eftrange  Ireland  from  her  refpeft  and  venera- 
tion for  her  elder  fifter. 

His  Lordfhip,  as  well  by  his  details  as  in  argument,  con-i 
tended,  that  adminiftration  had  neglefted  its  duty  towards 
Ireland  ;  that  all  care  and  proteftionhad  been  withdrawn  ; 
and  that  Ireland  was  precifely  in  that  utuation^  which,  if  not 
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peedily  remedied,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  joftify  re- 
^ftance.     He  faid^  the  people  of  IreUnd,  by  the  moft  accu-» 
'ate  computation,  amounted  to  two  millions  three  hundred 
lioufand  fouls,  whereof  fivp  huqdred  thoufand  were  believed 
x>  be  Protcftants,  an  the  proportion  of  three  hundred  thou^ 
and  Difienters  to  two  hundred  thoufand  of  the  eftabliflied 
rhurch*    The  Irifli  Catholics,  it  was  true,  had  been  favoured 
?eith  fome  degree  of  religious  toleration^  and  he  was  happy 
:o  iay,  fo  far  as  the  example  fet  by  England  could  be  fuppo^ 
cdto  operate  upon  the  ruling  powers  in  our  lifter  kingdom^ 
le  took  a  (hare  in  the  merit  of  that  meafure.     On  the  other 
land,  fb  refpeftable  and  powerful  a  body  as  the  Iriih  Difien- 
ters were,  ought  not  to  be  treated  with  contempt  and  un* 
Lindneis,  as  they  certainly  had  been  in  one  inftanc^ ;  he  meant 
the  claufe  inferted  in  the  bill  for  giving  an  indulgeijce  toRo* 
nan  CathpUcs,  which  claufe  was  loft  in  the  privy  council  q{ 
iiis  kingdom.     But  he  did  not  found  his  argument  upon  thia 
:>T  that  diftindion.     Pec^le  of  all  ranks,  qualities,  and  reli- 
^ons  there,  wereunited  as  one  man  ;  they  forgot  all  anioio- 
Qties  and  jealoufies  in  the  ruin  which  threatens  them ;  and 
the  great  point  of  union  and  national  cement  which  keeps 
&em  tt^ether  is,  not  to  import,  purchafe, .  or  deal  in  any  ar« 
tide  of  the  produce  or  manufaQure  of  this  country.     la 
this  part  of  his  argument  he  cetifured  minifters  highly,  for 
their  total  negted  of  the  defence  of  that  country  ;  and  point- 
zd  out  the  danger  of  permitting  the  people  there  to  ailbciate 
and  embody  in  troops  and  companies  contrary  to  law.   When 
tie  faid  this,  it  was  his  opinion  they  had  done  very  propcrlyj^ 
in  endeavouring  to  defend  themfelves  when  negleded  by  go^ 
vernment.     But  minifters  fhould  have  prevented  the  necei^ 
fity  of  having  recourfe  to  fuch  military  alTociations ;  or  if. 
that  was  not  prafiicable,  ,in  the  prefent  ftate,of  aftairs^  the 
people  Ihould  have  been  legally  commiftioned  and  enabled  to 
take  arms.    The  matter  now  wore  a  very  ferious.  appear- 
ance ;.   for  though  he  was  firmly  perfuaded,  in  caie  that 
country  fhould  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  force,  which  was  ge- 
nerally believed  to  be  in  contemplation,  the  Irifh,  with  their 
ufual  loyalty  and  fpirit,  would  defend  themfelves^  and  brave*, 
ly  repel  the  invaders ;  yet  it  was  worth  confidering  how  far 
the  fame  fpirit  might  be  exerted  in  refifting  opprdlfioii  and 
injoftice  from  any  other  quarter* 

After  recapitulating  the  many  and  very  important  advanta-, 
ges  we  derived  from  Ireland,  through  the  medium  of  our  trade 
and  commerce,  the  acceffion  of  ftrength  ihcnffoxded  in  time  o£ 
war,  and  the  inuncttie  fums  ihe  remitted  to  her  abfenteea^. 
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monies  paid  officers,  peniioners,  or  (jpent  on  motives  of  plea- 
fure  or  bufinefs,  at  the  nntverfities,  inns  of  court,  appeals  in 
law  and  equity,  &c.  he  obferved,  how  unkindly  (he  bad  been 
treated  in  every  inftance,  how  cruelly  and  opprcffifcly  in 
ibme.  He  reminded  their  Lordfhips  of  the  compa&  nwdc 
between  both  kingdoms  in  King  William's  time,  when  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  confented  to  prohibit  the  export  of 
their  own  woollen  m^inufafture,  in  order  to  give  that  of  Eng- 
-land  a  preference,  by  laying  a  duty  equal  to  a  full  prohibit 
tion  upon  every  fpecies  of  woollens  or  even  of  the  raw  com- 
modity ;  aod  of  the  iolemn  aifurance  given  by  both  tlie 
Houfes  of  the^Britilh  Parliament,  that  they  would  give  cve« 
ry  poffible  encouragement,  and  abftain  from  every  mcafure 
which  could  prevent  the  linen  manufafiure  to  be  rendered 
the  ftaple  of  Ireland,  But  how  had  England  kept  its  won)  r 
by  laying  duties  or  granting  bounties  to  the  linens  of  Britilh 
manufadure,  equal  to  a  prohibirion  of  the  Irilh,  and  at  the 
fame  time  giving  every  kind  of  private  and  puUic  cncoo- 
ragement  to  render  Scotland  a  real  rival  to  Ireland,  in  a!-* 
moft  every  fpecies  of  her  linen  fabrics. 

After  defcribing  the  private  as  well  as  public  diftreflesof 
Ireland  in  the  motl  feeling  language,  his  Lordftiip  {htKeeded 
to  contraft  the  deferts  of  the  Irifti  nation,  whofe  lojralty  kept 
pace  with  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  calamities  they 
felt.  He  inftanced,  in  particular,  their  friendly  and  affec- 
tionate behaviour  fince  the  commencement  of  the  America^ 
war ;  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  that  kingdom  in  the  time  of  the 
two  laft  Scotch  rebellions ;  the  uncommon  efforts  ihe  made 
during  the  late  war,  and  her  uniform  loyalty  and  attachioeot 
to  this  country  in  every  trying  exigency  when  engaged  in  a 
foreign  war. 

He  faid,  he  hoped,  the  importance  of  the  objeft  would  ftrikc 
every  noble  Lord  with  the  propriety,  nay,  the  abfolute  ncccffity 
of  his  motion ;  that  the  Houfe  would  treat  it  with  thattemper, 
coolnefs  and  moderation  which  it  fo  apparently  merited ;  and 
attend  to  it  as  a  matter  in  which  every  man  in  the  nation  was 
moft  deeply  interefted.  He  truftcd,  that  their  Lordihips  wooU 
not  be  led  away  by  any  partial  ideas  or  narrow  diftinftions 
of  local  benefit  or  advantage,  but  meet  it  fairly  as  a  cwicftion 
of  ftate,  in  which  both  kingdoms  had  an  equal  interen.  He 
would  be  extremely  forrv  that  this  or  that  town  or  diftrift, 
tiiat  Manchefter  or  Glalgbw,  or  any  other  place,  would  &- 
percede  or  render  of  none  effcft  the  wifilom  of  their  Lorf- 
ihips' deliberations.  He  wifhed  farther,  that  on  thtpref(»c 
Dccafion^  all  party  or  perfonal  confiderauons  would  give  way 
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to  the  general  good,  and  that  as  they  meant  all  the  fiune 
thing,  the  intereft  of  both  kingdoms,  their  Lordlhips  would 
not  entertain  a  fecond  Opinion  on  the  rubjefi.  It  was  a  great 
obje&,  and  ihould  neither  be  loft,  abandoned,  or  evaded.  It  had 
forfome  years  been  unfortunately  too  much  negleded,  but  mat* 
ters  were  at  length  arrived  juft  at  that  critical  ftate,  which 
would  render  it  not  only  unwife  and  impolitic  to  lofe  a  mo* 
xncnt,  but  would  afford  an  inftance  of  obftinacy  and  want 
of  feeling,  little  fliort  of  political  in&nity.  His  Lordlhip 
concluded  a  very  long  fpeech,  in  the  courTe  of  which^  he 
ipoke  to  a  great  variety  of  matter  of  lefs  importance,  with 
znaking  the  following  motion  : 

**  That  this  Honfe  taking -into  confideration  the  diftrefled 
and  impoverifhed  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  being 
of  opinion^  that  it  is  confonant  to  juftice  and  true  policy  to 
remove  the  caufes  of  difcontent  bv  a  redrefs  of  grievance^, 
and,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  fenfe  which  this  Houfe  en- 
tertains of  the  merits  of  that  loyal  and  weU*deferving  na- 
tion, this  Houfe  doth  think  it  highly  expedient  that  this  im- 
poruitt  bufinefs  (hould  be  no  longer  neeleited,  and  that  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  his  Majefty 
would  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  take  the  matter  into  his  moft 
ferious  confideration,  and  dired  his  minifters  to  prepare  ahd 
lay  before  Parliament  fuch  particulars  relative  to  the  trade 
and  manufa&ures  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable  the  national 
wifdom  to  purfue  effeAual  meafures  for  promotins;  the  com- 
mon firength,  wealth,  and  commerce  of  his  Majefty*s  fub- 
jeSts  in  both  kingdoms," 

Lord  Vifcount  fVeymmth  rofe  in  reply,  and  opm(ed  the  Loi4  Tili> 
Marquis's  motion  on  two  grounds  ;  becaufe  the  Houfe  had^9">^^«* 
no  paper  whatever  r^gularl)r  before  them,  relative  to  the  di- 
ftrefled ftate  of  Ireland,  which  was  held  out  as  the  ground  of 
the  uAOtion  that  amounted  to  a  matter  of  fad ;  fecondly^ 
becaufe  if  a  relaxation  or  repeal  of  any  of  the  reftriSive 
laws  reljUive  to  the  trade  of  Ireland  ihould  be  moved,  that 
could  properlv  originate  only  in  the  other  Houfe. 

His  Lordmip,  after  exprefEog  his  beft  wiflies  for  Ireland, 
laid,  the  matter  at  a  future  period  might  be  taken  up,  and  the 
oeceflary  meafuses  for  afibrding  relief  to  Ireland  be  adopted  ; 
but  at  preient,  without  proof  Efficient  to  warrant  the  terms 
in  which  the  addrefs  was  couched,  and  without  the  means  of 
originating  fpecific  relief,  he  thou^t  it  his  duty  to  move  the 
previous  queftion. 

Duke  of  Cbaadu^  after  giving  his  opinion,  that  that  part  of  Dnkt  9I 
|bc  addrcft  which  conveyed  a  cenfure  or  a  charge  of  negleft  in  r^-^^ 
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m^iiifters,  did  notmeqt  his  idesr,  bdth  becaofelieifaoii^tmth 
ihe  noble  Vifcount,  that  the  Houfc  were  «ot  ia  poAcfficHKtf 
any  evidence  of-  the  f^A  of  neded  therein  cfaii^ ;  and, 
that  tie- had  a  full  cMfidcnce  in  the  condoft  of  adminiftnitioo. 
He  highly  approved,  in  other  refpefib^  of  the  liiotioa  made 
by  the  noble  Marquis  ;  and  faid,  one  pincipal  caofe  of  the 
dfftfeft  felt  by  Ireland,  wad  the  continual  drain. from  that 
country,  in  order  to  pay  the  great  land-owners  refident  here, 
many  of  whobi,  in  their  whole  lives,  never  fpent  a  fliilliog 
in  the  country  from  whcnfce  they  drew  their  incoroot.  That, 
he  faid,  was  a  fyftematic  grievance,  which  admitted  of  do 
remedy  but  a  tax  uppn  abfentees.  Thoueh  he  poflfeffed  a 
coniiderabte  property  in  that  country^  he  mould  chcarfolly 
iafGft  in  any  ineafure  for  giving  the  Irifh  that  fpecicsof  r- 
lief,  for  he  Was  perfuaded,  that  whatever  elfe  mighty  be  done 
to  relieve  ihem,  if  that  caufe  of  impoveriflunent  ^fbonU  net 
be  met  in  fome  way  or  other,  the  fame  principle  would  (con- 
tinue toproduce  lifnRar  efi«£ts,  in  a  greater  or  Ids  d^rce. 
-  His  Cyracc  before  he  fat  down  exprcfltod  his  approbation  of 
tbe  previous  <}ueliion,  the  proportions  made  hj  the  noble 
Marquis  being  fuch,  as  that  he  could  neither  give  it  a  direfi 
ne^gative  nor  affinnfctive. 
i?*wL^^*  ^^^'q'*^*  ^f  Reckingham  rofc,  he  faid,  to  take  notice  of 
^^  feme  expreffions  whtch  had  fallen  from  the  n€kit  Vifcoimt 
in  high  office,  and  tfhe  nobje  Doke  who  fpoke  laft,  affirmii^, 
that  he  had  heard  with  touch  furprife  the  objefitions  now 
fUrted.  He  repeated,  wiUi  fome  warmth,  diat  Irdaad  had 
been  cruelly  and  injurioufly  treated,  and  that  it  would  pre- 
fcrit  amitturc  of  folly  and  ingratitude,  which  nothing  bui 
fhfe  SvAldk  obftinacy  artd  ignorance  could  explain,  S  we  w- 
fiifed  to  lighten  thofe  intolerable  burthens  which  the  reftric^ 
tibfi  ^  our  trade  laws  laid  upon  that  loyal,  afieAiooate,  and 
cDduring  people. 

As  an  additional  argument,  why  it  made  it  neceflary  and 
prudent  in  tbe  Kidg-s  fervants  to  agree  to  his  motion,  be 
adverted  to  rfie  formidable  military  aftbcitttions  now  on  foot 
in  'that'kirnt^om  ;  afid  defired  to  know  if  they  had  bees  in- 
formed of  their  nature  and  extents  This,  he  fiud,  was  a 
matter  truly  alarming,  if  the  Brttilh  govettiment  flieantto 
.a^cre  to  therr  forhicr  fyftem  of  oppreflloa  and  ii^o^; 
ao(fthcrc;fon*  highly  behoved  minifVrrs,  if  they  were  oMti* 
midj  bent  to  throw  <;very  part  of  ihc  einpire  imo  t  flanw, 
to  (f rloudy  inveftigate  the  degree  of  rcfiAamoe  they  vftic 
likely  to  meet. 
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With  regard  to  the  particular  fentimcntis  of  the  noble  Vif- 
touat  and  the  noble  Duke,  he  confeired,  be  was  unable  to 
reprefs  his  feelings,  when  they  imputed  to  his  motion  that  it 
was  to  framed  as  to  contain  a  cenfure  upon  adminiitration; 
Nothing  bti  eardl  wa^  more  diftatft  from  his  thoughts,  as  lie 
endeavoured  all  in  his  power  to  draw  it  up  in  fuch  a  manner^ 
fis  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of  any  obje£kion  that  might  arife 
on  the  ground  of  perfonality. 

When  a  motion  was  made  a  fliort  time  lince  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  noble  Earl  over  the  way  [Sandwich]  from  hift 
Majefiy'j  coancils,  he  did  not  at  all  wonder  at  his  brethren 
in  office  rifing  to  oppofe  the  motion ;  "  no,  let  our  noble 
friend's  crimes  be  ever  fo  great,  we  cannot  abandon  him. 
Wedonotc^re  a'farthing  about  that ;  he  is  a  pleafant  com- 
panion, and  we  not  chufc  to  part  with  him."  There  is,  ad- 
ded the  Marquis,  nothing  extraordinary  in  all  this  ;  but 
it  appeared  to  him  very  unaccountable  indeed,  how  mini- 
ftcrs  Ihoold  objcft  to  the  giving  relief  to  Ireland,  for  certain- 
ly any  oppofition  to  it  could  admit  of  no  other  fair  or  ra- 
tional conftrudion. 

Lord. TaWf^bendToCcy  he  faid,  to  defend  his  own  admini- Lord  r«wir* 
ftration  agamft  the  general  charge  of  an  encreafed  cftablilh->&<«'- 
roent,  whidf  the  noble  Marquis  faid,  at  the  opening -of  his 
fpeech,  had  gone  on  in  a  progreiHve  fiate  of  aagmentation 
fince  the  viceroylhip  of  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  after- 
wards Doke  of  Devonibire.  He  compared  the  eltabliih- 
ment  during  his  lieutenancy  with  thofe  of  his  predeceffora 
and  focceffiors  in  office  fince  the  year  1 763. 

In  that  year  the  civil  eftablifhment  amounted  to  no  more 
than  105,0001.  in  that  of  the  noble  Earl  over  the  way 
[Hertford]  tbeve  was  a  fmal!  addition.  In  the  adminifira- 
tion  of  Lord  Briftol  8000I.  had  been  added.  During  hia 
own  adminiftration,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  years,  from  Septem- 
ber 176710  1772,  the  civil  expences  were  lefs  by  ooool.  but 
<iiiee  that  the  civil  expences  had  rofe  to  137,0001.- 

His  Lordfhip,  in  expreffions  of  the  warmeft  affeftion  for 
4fae  people  of  Ireland,  pleaded  their  diftrefles  and  deferts  in 
very  forcible  language ;  faid,  he  fiiould  be  wanting  in  the 
Ceehngs  which  gratitude  ought  ever  to  infpire,  if  he  did  not . 
take  the  prefent  opportunity  of  teftifying  his  regard  for  them, 
tmd  bis  earneftiieis  to  procure  them  every  decree  of  redrefs 
and  iadttieence  which  their  melancholy  fituation  demanded, 
which  joftice  didated,  and  generofity  and  national  gratitude 
rendered  a  pofitive  dnty  on  the  part  of  a  great  natipn* 
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His  Lordfhip  adverted,  in  confirination  of  thofe  favoura- 
ble exprelEons  of  the  noble  Marquis,  to  the  many  proofs 
Ireland  had  given  in  the  couife  of  almoft  a  centurr  to  afiift 
Great  Britain  in  her  wars  ;  and  contended,  that  all  the  pub- 
lic diftreiTes  (he  now  felt  was  in  confequence  of  her  loyalty 
and  affedion,  particularlv  her  recent  diftre&y  which  lolely 
arofe  from  the  afliftance  me  had  given  to  this  country  ia  car- 
rying on  the  war  ag^nft  our  rebellious  fiibje6b  In  Aaierica* 
With  regard  to  local  or  partial  diftinAions,  he  diiclaimed 
them,  as  beneath  a  great  and  .wife  nation ;  they  fhould-iicycr 
be  permitted  to  mix  in  queftions  of  fuch  vaft  magiutnde  and 
extent  as  the  prefent.  He  refided  himfelf  in  a  county  full  of 
manufacturers*  His  eftate  and  property  was  within  that 
county  [Norfolkjl  and  if  the  manufacturer  was  to  be  aflScAed 
by  granting  any  indulgence  to  Ireland,  he  muft  fuffer  his  (hare 
of  the  lofs ;  but  though  he  wlfhed  them  and  hinofelf  every 
thing  which  could  be  derived  from  trade  and  manufaftures 
carried  on  upon  a  liberal  plan,  God  fortud  he  fhoald  upon 
any  motives  of  prejudice  or  felf-intereft,  give  couotenance 
to  meafures  formed  upon  a  narrow  or  partial  fcale  of  poli- 
tics. He  {hould,'iq  point  of  union  and  national  fbengtb, 
ever  coniider  England  and  Ireland  as  one  country,  and  the 
people  of  each  equally  bound  and  connected  by  the  £une  ob- 
jects, the  profperity  ot  the  whole. 

The  noble  Marquis  had  dwelt  upon  one  argument  to  in- 
duce their  Lord  (hips  to  agree  to  the  propofed  addreis,  which, 
he  confefled,  did  not  ftrike  him  in  the  fame  li^t  it  did  the 
noble  Lord ;  that  was  the  poilibility  or  prob^ility  of  rc- 
llftance  in  cafe  this  country  (hould  not  think  it  expedient  to 
enter  into  a  confideration  of  the  fubjeCl  matter  at  prefent. 
That  was  an  argument  ill-founded,  that  Ihould  never  operate 
upon  his  condua,  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament.  He  hoped^  that 
their  Lordfhips  would  be  induced  to  aCt  upon  principles  of 
juftice  and  humanity^  from  motives  of  afieAioa  and  feund 
policy,  and  not  from  threats  of  refiftance  or  compulfion  on 
our  part.  But  he  would  fpeak.  to  the  faCt  from  his  own 
knowledge  ;  he  believed,  as  the  trueft  teft  of  their  afieftioo, 
the  Irifh  were  no  lefs  remarkable  for  their  patience  and  en* 
durance  than  for  their  loyalty.  He  knew  them  well  in  eve- 
ry poiTible  li^ht  they  could  be  viewed,  either  politically  or 
individually  ;  and  he  could  affirm  from  his  own  aCtual  know- 
ledge, chat  n^.  provocation  (fuch  as  had  been  alledged  bj  the 
noble  Marqvii.^)  could  drive  them  to  any  z€t  of  violence^ 
tending  to  a  feparatlon  or  refiftance  to  this  country. 
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But  if  relief  was  not  fpeedily  given  to  Ireland,  there  was 
another  motive  more  ferious,  and  an  event  much  more  pro- 
bable than  refiftance,  which,  he  feared,  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  cold  indiiFerence  and  negle{^  on  our  part ;  and 
that  was  the  people  of  Ireland  emigrating  to  Amenca,  which 
would  inevitably  be  the  confequence.  He  had  often  taken 
the  liberty  to  prefs  that  confideration  on  the  Houfe  ;  and  he 
was  extremely  forry  to  find,  that  his  early  information  refped- 
ing  Wafhington's  army  had  proved  fo  fatally  true,  and  that  wc 
had  been  in  part  bafSed  in  our  attemps  to  fubdue  our  rebelli- 
ous colonies,  by  the  great  number  of  Irifh  emigrants^  who,  . 
drove  by  poverty  and  oppreiEon  from  their  native  country, 
were  compelled  to  enlifl  in  the  rebel  army« 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  agreed  entirely  in  prin- 
ciple  with  the  noble  Marquis  ;  but  that  as  to  the  motioil, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  drawn  up, 
he  Diould  referve  his  ultimate  opinion  till  a  farther  progreft 
ihould  be  made  in  the  debate^  and  until  he  heard  jth/e  opinions 
of  others  of  his  Majcfty^s  confidential  fcrvants. 

Marquis  of  Rockingham  rofe  to  explain  fbme  matters  tela-  Marquft  «r 
tive  to  the  independent  corps  and  companies  now  in  arms  in  XHkhghaau 
Ireland.  He  faid,  they  amounted  to  upwards  of  ten  thou- 
fand  men,  all  aCting  under  illegal  powers,  under  a  kind  of 
fuppofition  that  all  government  was  at  an  end.  This  was 
one  unanfwerable  proof  to  ihew  the  negle£t  of  minifters  iq 
the  performance  of  their  duty.  Why  were  not  thofe  men 
embodied  in  the  Kin^s  name  ?  Why  was  not  there  a  con- 
ftitutional  militia  raifed  to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  ?  In 
fine,  why  were  not  the  gentlemen  and  yeomanry  of  Ireland 
put  into  ibme  fcx'm,  or  under  fome  regulation,  which  might 
fubjeft  them  to  a  legal  or  conftitutional  controul  } 

He  was  no  left  fatisfied  than  the  noble  Vifcount  of  the  zeaf, 
loyalty,  and  fidelity  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  was  ready  togo 
as  far  as  the  noble  Lord  in  every  degree  of  confidence  which 
prudence  and  found  polic^r  would  warrant,  but  no  farther. 
He  remembered  the  American  wat  commenced  in  addrefles 
and  petitions  ;  that  when  thofe  were  turned  a  deaf  ear  to, 
they  were  followed  with  non-importation  agreements.  He 
remembered  that  when  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  were 
enafting  in  that  Houfe,  a  fyllable  would  not  ht  heard  which 
feemed  to  tend  to  meafures  of  lenity.  The  bill  was  brought 
m  a  hurry,  palTed  in  a  hurry,  and  we  run  in  a  huny  head- 
long tQ  our  ruin.    To  engage  therefore  for  what  Ireland 
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might  bear  with  patience,  or  draw  the  line  exaAly  upon 
what  particular  occafion  or  period  of  opprefHon  (be  might  re. 
fii},  was  a  language  which  fatal  experience  had  warned  us  fuf- 
ficiently,  he  believed,   not  to  put  too  great  reliance  upon. 

After  fpealcing  for  fome  time  in  this  ftrain»  he  called  upon 
minifters  to  fpeak  out,  and  recommended  moft  warmly  the  nc- 
c^ffity  of  giving  Ireland  fpecdy  andefPediual  relief.  We  had 
loft  the  grcatcft  part  of  America  ;  we  were  fightiii^  with  a 
powerfufenemy  for  all  our  diflrant  poflleffions;  ScoUand  was 
in  a  ftate  little  (hort  of  actual  rebellion^  and  Ireland  was  uni- 
ted as  one  man  againft  us,  not  to  purchafe  a  iingle  (hilhng*8 
worth  of  Britifti  property. 
Earl  G9wer»  Earl  Gowcr  propofed  a  kind  of  compromife.  He  moved  to 
omit  that  part  of  tlie  recital  of  the  noble  maraiiisH  motion 
\yhich  ftated  the  exifting  grievances  Ireland- laDOurs  under, 
a[nd  the  negleA  imputed  to  adminiftration^  ia  not  taking 
meafures  for  their  removal. 

His  Lorijihip  preiled  very  warmly  the  impropriety  and 
danger  of  coming  to  too  hafty  or  precipitate  a  vote  upon  a 
queraon  of  fuch  Angular  importance.  The  very  cure  pro- 
pofed, would,  in  his  opinion,  rather  ferve  to  encreafe  than 
remove  the  difoider,  which  had  been  lb  fully  and-  ably  de- 
icribed. 

It  ought  to  be  ferioufly  coniidered,  that  holding  out  falfe 
hopes  or  creating  ill-founded  expe£tations,  which  could  not 
be  gratified,  would  in  the  end.  promote  thofc  evils  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  prevent.  He  could  never  lub- 
fcribe  to  the  opinion,  that  adopting  to  the  extent  contended 
for,  or  agreeing  to  the  claims  of  Ireland^  would  be  the  means 
of  preventing  rebellion :  on  the  contrary,  he  feared  it  might 
produce  the  very  reverie  ;  if  not  in  Ireland,  poffiUy  nearer 
home. 

The  kingdom  was  to  be  confuhed.  The  great  body  of 
Sritilh  maniifafburers  had  rights  and  claims  of  their  own, 
which  thoy  would  not  readily  part  with,  and  though  the  ar* 
gumcnts  ufetl  by  noble  Liordu  might  feem  fpecious  and  plau- 
£blc,  he  bested  their  Lordfiiips  to  coniider,  that  perhaps  the 
very  meafures  whidi  might  promife  to  prevent  k»  rebellion  in 
h-eland,'  miglit  prove  the  caufe  of  an  a£kual  rebellion  in  En- 
gland. 

He  fpoke  very  fully  to  the  mouon,'faid  there  was  no  proof 
of  feveral  of  die  matters  contain^ed  in  the  motion,  and  if 
Aere  had^  it  did  not.  appear  that  the  diftreiles  which  Ireland 
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felt  were  owing  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
reftriaions  laidnpon  the  Irifh  trade. 

If  that  part  of  the  motion  which  took  the  fafts  as  proved 
and  the  inferences  flowing  from  them^  as  felf-evident,  were 
omitted,  he  was  ready  to  meet  the  noble  Marquis,  and  adopt 
the  other  part  of  his  Lordfhips^  propofition  ;  for  at  prefent 
there  was  no  evidence  before  the  Houfe  that  the  affairs  of  that 
country  had  been  neglefted,  nor  was  the  Houfe  in  poffeffion  of 
any  documents  refpeaing  the  exiftence  of  grievances  there 
fufficient  to  induce  them  to  come  to  the  pfopofcd  vote.         * 

Earl  of  £ri>/ replied,  that  he  believed  there  was*  not  a^Eariof 
noble  Lord  prefent  who  entertained  the  fhadow  of  a  doubt  ^"^^' 
that  thofe  grievances  ftated  by  the  noble  Marquis  really  ex* 
iftcd.     He  delivered  himfelf  very  favourably  in  behalf  of 
Ireland,  and  faid  he  looked  upon  them  to  be  the  mbit  op- 
prefled  and  injured  people  under  the  fun. 

??^  ''u^'^^y^'"  ^"'u'"?  H"'^?'? ^f  *c  fame  opinion ;  ouke  of 
and  faid,  he  &uld  never  think  of  giving  up  the  ground  of  SS^Jr. 
the  motion ;  for,  what  was  it,  if  the  people  in  Ireland  were 
not  labouring  under  the  greatcft  national  diftreflcs  ?  and  how 
could  that  be  true,  if  minifters  had  not  neglefted  their  dutv 
\>y  forbearing  to  grant  them  any  fpecies  of  relief  ?  ^' 

His  Grace  urged  the  neceffity  of  doing  fomething  efRc 
Tua!,  and  the  doing  it  fpeedily,  and  that  for  the  followinir 
important  reafons.  » 

It  was  no  fecret,  that  France  intended  in  the  courfe  of  the 
enfning  fummer,  to  make  an  attempt  on  either,  perhaps  both 
kingdoms.  He  wa«  well  informed,  that  the  firft  attempt 
would  be  made  on  Ireland.  '^ 

He  had  it,  he  faid,  from  the  beft  authority,  that  France 
would  not  appear  as  an  enemy  on  the  coafts  of  that  kine- 
dom,  to  commit  hoftilities,  but  to  offer  her  alliance,  friend- 
Ihip  and  proteaion,  in  affiftingher  to  throw  off  the  voke  laid 
upon  the  Iriih  nation  by  Great  Britain :  in  fliort,  ihe  meant 
tp  hold  out  independency  and  a  free  trade. 

The  mifchievous  policy  of  that  ambitious  people  was  no 
loDfftr  to  appear  as  conquerors  come  to  enflave,  but  as  friends 
to  ftccour  and  relieve;  no  longer  as  the  foes  but  the  friends 
of  human  kind,  come  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  injured  and 
opprcffed  nations.  This  was  her  policy  refpeffing  America, 
^  this  he  feared  would  be  her  policy  refpeaing  Ii?land ;  and 
he  had  good  reafon  already  to  believe  that  overtures  of  this 
nature  had  been  thrown  out,  and  that  feveral  French  emif. 
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&ries  had  been  in  that  kingdom^  in  order  to  fo\md  the  dif* 
positions  of  the  people. 

This  w^s  the  invafion  and  conqueft  of  Ireland^  which  bo 
feared,  and  which  it  was  their  Lordfhips*  bu(ine&  to  adopt 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  efFeftual  meafures  to  prevent.  His 
Grace  therefore  conjured  and  in  treated  minifters  to  interfere 
in  time,  and  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  France 
'  from  a£ting  fo  iniidious  a  part,  by  removing  thofe  evils,  the 
exiftence  of  which  could  only  have  given  riic  to  fo  deep  laid 
a.fcheme  of  policy  and  ambition. 

He  was  as  well  as  his  noble  friend  [Grafton]  glad  to  fee 
minifters  (hew  any  difpoiition  to  relent.  He  was  fully  per«> 
fuaded  of  the  neceffity  of  convincine;  Ireland,  that  vee  were 
candid,  and  meant  at  length  to  be  ferious  $  but  he  neverthelers 
was  of  opinion,  that  a  fubjed  of  fuch  tranfcendent  impor- 
tance, involving  in  it  fuch  a  variety  of  interefts  and  ofajeds, 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  taken  up,  nor  haftily  decided  on, 
tulCower.     Earl  Gowit^s  motion  being  at  length  framed^  it  was  fug- 

fefied,  that  the  original  motion  fhould  be  iirft  withdrawn^ 
A  cry  of  fVithdraw^  ff^ithdraw,'}  His  Lordihip's  motion 
was  then  read,  after  a  few  words  from  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, to  (hew  the  propriety  of  retaining  that  part  of  his 
motion  refpeSing  the  diftreifes  of  Ireland,  and  was  aa  fel- 
lows : 

(<  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into  bis  gracious  confideration, 
the  diftrefied  and  impoveriihed  ftate  of  the  loyal  and  well-de- 
ferving  people  of  Ireland,  and  to  dired  an  account  to  be  laid 
before  Parliament  of  fuch  particulars  relative  to  the  trade  and 
manufa£lures  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable  the  national  wifdom 
to  purfue  methods  for  promoting  the  common  ftrer^th,  wealth, 
and  commerce  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeSs  in  both  kmgdoms«'* 
Puke  of         The  Duke  of  Grafton  faid,  though  he  liked  the  addrefs  as 
Cr^fttnu     fird  moved  better  than  as  it  ftood  amended,  he  would  be  rea- 
dy  to  accept  of  it,  fooner  than  run  the  rifque  of  having  a  ne- 
gative put  upon  it.;  for  though  it  took  no  retrofpedive  view. 
It  looked  forward  to  what  he  believed  was  the  univerlal  wilh 
of  every  noble  Lord  prefent ;  it  pointed  to  redrefs,  and   for 
die  fake  of  unanimity  he  was  ready,  for  one,  to  adopt  it« 
Marqukof      Marquis  of  Rockingham  faid,    fo  far  as  the  new  motioa 
Jioekiug'     pointed  to  future  redrefs,  he  heartily  coincided  with  the  nok- 
^^'  ble  Duke ;  but  however  willing  he  might  be  to  fubmit  to  the 

prevailing  fenfe  of  the  Hoyfe,  fo  ftrongly  manifefted  on  the 
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prefent  occafioD,  he  could  fee  no  reafpn  againft  declaring  as  an 
ad  of  jufticcy  and  the  beft  pledge  of  our  being  incarneft, 
that  the  affairs  of  Ireland  had  been  negle£led. 

£arl  of  Sbelburne  recommended  great  caution  and  delibera-  E«rlof 
tion  ;  and  put  in  his  claim  thus  early,  to  be  underftdod  as  not  S^'^rm. 
pledging  himfelf  to  fupport  anymeafure  which  might  in  jts 
Confequences  put  the  Iri(h  upon  a  better  footing  than  the  Bri- 
tiih  manufadurer. 

The  Dulie  of  Richmond^  in  a  very  able  fpeech,  endeavoured  Duke  of 
to  Ihew  that  all  local  diftindions  were  the  creatures  of  preju-  ^'f***"* 
dice  and  felfiflinefs.  He  faid,  that  Ireland  and  England  were 
fn  fad  the  fame  nation  and  people;  that  any  dtftindion  made 
in  favour  of  the  latter  was  a  fpecies  of  injuftice  to  the  former. 
A  great,  a  loyal,  and  a  brave  people,  were  not'to4>e  ruined, 
beggared  or  oppreflfed,  becaufe  Manchefter  thought  this,  or 
this  or  that  country  were  alarmed.  All  thofe  petty  motives 
muft  ceafe  to  operate,  nor  be  permitted  to  influence  our  public 
councils,  which  ought  never  to  lofe  fight  of  juftice  and  found 
policy.  His  noble  friend  [Duke  of  Grafton]  had  talked  of 
an  union.  He  was  .for  an  union,  but  not  an  union  of  legi- 
flature,  but  an  union  of  hearts,  hands,  of  affections,  and 
interefts,  as  had  been  well  pointed  by  his  other  noble  friend, 
who  made  the  motion.  This  was  his  opinion,  aifd  he  ihould 
ever  prefer  fuch  a  connexion  to  any  other  which  might  give 
offence  to  the  people,  or  be  effefted  by  means  however  well 
intended,   that  would  lie  open  to  many  objeAions. 

A  kind  of  a  converfation  now  fucceeded,  in  which  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  he  hadnoobje£lion  to  the  motion^ 
provided  it  was  fully  underftood  at  every  fide  of  the  Houfe 
and  candidly  declared  that  immediate  meafures  of  relief  would 
be  adopted  ;  and  that  it  was  not  merely  thrown  in  the  way  to 
ftop  any  eSc&udl  proceedings. 

Earl  Gawer  protefted  fo  far  as  he  could  anfwer,  he  meant  2ttlG$miri 
to  lA  with  candour.  It  was  his  wi(h,  and  it  now  became 
his  particular  duty  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  fpeak 
with  any  degree  of  precifion.  Itwasafubjed  of^reatde« 
licacy,  called  for  great  confideration,  and  he  thought  what* 
ever  might  be  done,  it  would  not  be  prudent  or  politic  to 
hold  out  to  Ireland  any  promife.  which  might  be  received  as 
rcftraining  the  wifdom  and  deliberation  of  rarliament. 

The  amended  motion  was  put  and  carried  nem^  con. 
May  !!• 

Nodebate. 
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May  13. 
The  judicial  and  private  bufinefs  being  finifhed,  the  Duke 
Duke  of     of  Grafton  unexpeAedly  rofe,  and  after  lameming  the  difficult 
Grsftw,     lies  noble  Lords  on  that  fide  the  Houfe  had  to  contend  with, 
for  want  of  the  documents  neceflary  to  convince  their  Lordfhips 
that  they  were  not  mere  fpecuktive  politicians,  or  wiAied  from 
improper  motives  to  obftruf^  or  impede  the  wheels  of  govern- 
n^>ent,  begged  leave  to  inform  their  Lordfliips,  that  he  had  that 
morning  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  aboard  the  Defiance 
man  of  war,  then  lying  in  Torbay,  acquainting  him  that  a  mu« 
tiny  had  brokeout  aboard  that  (hip,  which  had  like  to  be  attend « 
ed  with  very  dangerous  confequenccs.   Some  companies  of  nia« 
rines  were  fent  for  from  the  other  (hips  belonging  to  the 
fleet ;  on    the  approach  of  the  marines,  all   difcipline  and 
fubordination  being  at  an  end,  the  mutineers  pointed  two 
guns  againft  them,  and  with  lighted  matches  in  their  bands, 
made  ufe  of  loud  and  decifive  imprecations,  that  they  would 
fire  upon  the  marines,  if  they  perfided  in  approaching. 

Signals  were  then  hoifted,  to  give  notice  for  general  aifi- 
ftance.  This  had  for  the  time,  the  intended  cffeft.  The  mu- 
tineers defifted,  and  obedience  and  tranquility  were  reftored. 
Thiscircumftance  his  Grace  reprefented,  as  originating  from 
the  general  diflatisfadtion,  which  prevailed  among  all  ranks 
from  the  admiral  down  to  the  common  feaman  before  themaft, 
and  of  the  want  of  difcipline,  which  had  been  lately  encoura- 
ged by  the  example  of  an  officer  in  high  command  [fuppo- 
fcd  to  mean  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.] 
Karl  of  Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  he  was  much  furprifed,  how   the 

Stmdwcb,  noble  Duke  could  either  direflly  or  indireftly,  endeavour  to 
lay  the  fault  at  his  door.  His  Lordfhip  argued  in  this 
manner  for  fome  time,  and  faid,  it  might  be  contended  with 
equal  juftice,  that  he  was  anfwerable  for  the  moral  as  well  as 
the  military  condirft  of  every  man  who  ferved  in  the  navy. 

He  could  tell  the  noble  Duke  however,  for  be  believed  his 
intelligence  was  of  a  more  recent  date,  that  the  mutiny  bad 
totally  fubfxded,  and  only  proceeded  from  that  fpirit  of  li- 
centioufnefs,  which  x%  liable  to  break  out  when  the  (camen  are 
near  (hore,  or  in  port,  which  can  fcarcely  be  ever  reflrained, 
within  due  bounds.  He  fpoke  in  very  warm  terms  of  Cap- 
tain Jacobs,  the  commander;  faid  fomemifconceptionhadarofe 
among  fome  of  his  crew>  but  that  when  they  were  convinced 
of  their  error,  they  wer^'vcry  readily  reconciled  to  their  cap- 
tain, and  very  ch^arfully  returned  to  their  dutv. 
Btfl  of  ^^^^  ^^  Briftcl  faid,  the  circumftance  alluaed  to  by  the  no- 

hrifid.       blcDuke,  was  clearly  a  general  indication  of  the  temper  and 
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»ofitton  of  the  whole  body  of  Britiih  feamen*    The  par-« 

condu£t  of  the  admiralty,  the  general  want  and  corrupt 
ointoienc  of  petty  officers,  had  fown  the  feeds  of  mutiny 
p  in  the  breafts  of  the  brave  and  honefttars.  Difcipline 
5  totally  negleded,  or  indeed  at  an  end ;  and  the  ienorance^ 
xperienceand  incapacity  of  the  petty  officers,  had  rendered 

military  authority  contemptible,  and  difregarded.  He 
red  that  the  caufes  being  native  and  original,  would  produce 
lilar  eSk&s  throughout  the  navy ;  and  if  they  (hould  not 
:ould  only,  he  was  certain,  be  attributed  to  the  high  and 
lly  famed  chara^ers  of  the  captains  and  elder  lieutenants, 
to  he  believed  were  fcarcely  to  be  paralelled  at  any  other  pe- 
d  of  the  naval  annals  of  this  country.  He  had  every  rea* 
1  to  dread,  that  would  not  be  the  only  mutiny  we  fliould 
ortly  hear  of. 

His  Lordfhip  then  entered  intofeveral  particulars  of  the 
ariny,  with  which  he  feemed  to  be  perfedly  acquainted, 
d  attributed  the  reftoration  of  tranquility  and  obedience 
oard  the  Defiance,  folely  to  the  happy  and  prudent  conduA 

the  fuperior  officers,  whofe  intereft  and  authority  over  the 
en,  was  the  reafen  why  perhaps  the  fatal  efFeds  of  fo  da* 
ng  a  mutiny,  had  not  been  extended  to  every  other  fliip  isk 
ie  fquadron. 

As  foon  as  this  converfation  ended, 

Duke  of  Bolun  rofe,  and  confirmed  every  thing  which  had  Dnkarf 
sen  advanced  by  the  noble  Earl,  who  fpoke  before  him,  rela*  B§lm. 
ve  to  the  want  of  difcipline,  of  able  pettv  officers,  &c.  He 
as  perfuaded,  that  the  general  diiTatisfadion  which  prevaiU 
i  aboard  bis  Majefty's  fleet,  did  not  folely*  arife  from  the 
rant  of  petty  officers  ;  there  were  other  caufes,  no  lefs  opera- 
ve :  that  general  cuftom  of  preffing,  in  particular,  at  once  the 
ifgrace  of  our  laws,  and  the  bane  of  our  navy  ;  it  was  favage 
nd  cruel ;  it  was  impolitic  and  could  only  have  originated 
n  folly  and  barbarifm.  Men  preflfed  !  it  was  abfurd  to  ex- 
\t£t  that  a  feaman  would  ever  be  happy  in  a  ftate  of  confine* 
lent,  he  might  add  imprifonment ;  the  iirft  offence,  that  of 
lepriving  them  of  their  liberty,  was  never  forgot  or  forgiven  ; 
he  recolledion  of  the  circumftance  which  dragged  them 
way  like  criminals  always  filled  their  breafts  with  refentment 
jid  revenge  ;  and  it  was  the  confummation  of  folly  to  expeft 
nen  would  fight  in  defence  of  thofe  liberties,  which  they, 
ind  they  only,  were  forbid  the  enjoyment  of. 

Independent  of  thefe  confiderations  there  were  others,  he 
irould  venture  to  fay,  that  had  a  very  great  ihare  in  thofe  dif« 
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^titetitSi  which  threatened  to  convulfe,  and  render  inefik 
tual  the  naVal  force  of  this  country ;  he  meant  the  perfcci/tioi 
of  fome  of  the  bdghteft  naval  charaders  England  ever  be 
held,  a  Keppel,  a  Howe  and  a  Harland«  Why  had  Si 
Robert  Harland  reiigncd  his  commtffion  ?  The  reafoa  aigii 
be  foon  known^  if  miniftcrs  would  only  in  one  inftance,  lean 
to  be  candid,  if  they  would  for  once  only  confent  not  tokec] 
their  lK)rd(hips  and  the  nation  in  the  dark.  Sir  Robert  Hir 
land  had  wrote  a  letter  to  the  admiralty,  defiring  peroiii?! 
to  quit  his  command,  he  had  accompanied  chat  letter  -^iti 
the  motives  which  induced  him  to  make  the  requcft«  His  re 
queft  had  been  granted*  If  no  other  noble  Lord  thought  i 
to  move  for  that  letter,  he  {hduld.  He  thought  their  Lord 
ihips  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  fo  important  acircumftance 
in  order  to  know  how  we  had  loft  fo  valuable  a  feaman,  at  (i 
very  critical  and  important  a  criiis. 

Here  a  cry  of  move,  move !  being  loudly  repeated,  hi 
Grace  concluded  with  moving,  ^*  That  a  copy  or  extrafi 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  Robert  Harland  to  the  admiralty,  dcfiriq 
permiffion  to  ftrike  his  flag,  be,  by  the  proper  oflicer,'laid  be 
fore  that  Houfe/' 
lotiCbM'  The  Lord  ChanaUor  objeded  to  the  motion.  The  Hod 
^^*  he  faid  could  orought  not  to  know  any  thing  of  the  conteol 
of  the  letter ;  it  might  be  a  private,  it  might  be  a  public  let 
ter,  but  whether  private  or  public,  the  Houfe  had  nothing  i 
all  to  do  with  it. 

He  concluded  a  long  fpeech,  with  a  general  attack  on  di 
whole  body  of  the  noble  Lords  in  oppoUtion,  of  all  militai 
profeffional  men,  of  a  villainous  caft,  who  would,  if  the  Iett« 
was  produced,  be  encouraged,  from  bafe  and  faftious  motive 
to  fly  in  the  face  of  their  fuperiors;  and  did  notftopat  affim 
ing,  that  appeals  to  Parliament  were  little  ihort  of  avowe 
adtsof  mutiny. 
Barl  ctf  Earl  of  ShAhurm  laughed  hearrily  at  the  abfurdityof  endei 

Skelburm,   vouring  to  perfuade  the  Houfe  that  a  letter  to  the  admiralty 
board  in  itsoflicial  capacity,  could  have  fuggefted  a  doubt  i 
the  mind  of  the  learned  Lord,  that  the  letter  in  queftion  wi 
of  a  private  and  not  of  a  public  nature.     But  no  matter^  It 
the  letter  be  public,,  let  it  be  private,  was  it  nm  in  cff^ 
matter  of  public  intereft,  of  which  their  Lordfliipa  and  tb 
nation  had  a  right  to  be  fatisfied,  that  was  whether  Sir  Ri 
bert  Harland  had  at  a  moft  critical  and  trying  period,  defri 
ed  the  fervice  of  his  country  ;  or  whether  he  could  loo] 
have  retained  his  command,  confidently  with  the  honotu- 
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oflScer,  of  long  fervice  ?     If  the  former  (hould  turn  out  tn 

the  cafe,  then  moft  certainly.  Sir  Robert  would  defenre 

blic  reprthenfion,  if  not  public  punifliment;  if  the  latter, 

the  fame  rule^  thofe  who  had  driven  an  officer  of  his  rank 

i  abilities  from  the  fervice,  would  deferve  to  have  the  fame 

afiire  dealt  out  to  them. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  commented,  with  a  becoming  mix*  1^^«  of 

e  of  fpirit,  farcafm  and  contempt,  on  the  fcrange  fpeech  ^'^^f*^* 

lich  he  htfard  from  the  woolfack,  wherein,  he  did  not  for« 

:  to  remind  the  learned  Lord  of  his  laborious  induftry,  in 

rting  cavils,  perverting  words,  and  conftant  endeavours,  to 

Irain  the  liberty  of  debate,  by  preventing  noble  Lords  from 

livering  their  fen ti men ts. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  replied  very  fully  ;  but  with  fome  de«  Lord  Chm* 

5c  of  warmth  and  acrimony*  *'^« 

The  debate  was  continued  for  fome  time  longer,  but  it 

venerated  into  a  kind  of  altercation,  in  which  the  Dukes 

Richmond  and  Chandos,   Earls  Gower,  Radnor,   Efliofi;* 

m,  and    Lord  Camden,  bore  the  principal   part.      The 

efiion   being  at  length  put,  the  Houfe  divided,  contents 

,  non-contents  58. 

May  14. 
The  enquiry  into  the  Greenwich  Hofpital  bufinefs  beings 
umed.  Earl  of  Sandxvtch  rofe,  and  fpoke  as  follows  :  IM^  ' 

My  Lords,  after  the  folemnity  with  which  this  enquiry  in-  SandwiA* 
the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  has  been  brought 
othis  Houfe,  and  the  great  expedation  of  the  public  from 
long  and  fo  minute  an  examination  of  it,  by  fome  of  the 
left  men  in  this  kingdom,  if  it  (hould  appear  that  the 
argcs  brought  againil  myfelf,  and  the  feveral  perfons  men- 
ned  in  the  printed  memorial  now  on  your  Lordlbips'  table, 
:  falfe  and  groundlefs,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  your  Lordfliips 
II  think,  that  both  I  and  the  other  perfons  in  queftion,  are 
titled  to  the  countenance  and  protedion  of  this  Houfe : 
It  they  will  be  (I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay  that  they 
0  proved  to  be  fo,  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt— -very  little 
{ument  or  proof,  except  what  has  come  out  from  the  wit- 
fles  on  the  other  fide,  is  neceflary  for  this  purpofe. 
it  feems,  however,  incumbent  on  me  to  take  up  a  little  of 
ur  Lordfliips'  time,  to  open  to  you  the  mode  in  which  I 
an  to  anfwer  the  feveral  charges  againft  me,  and  to  explain 
w  far  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  enter  into  this  difcuffion. 
nuft  therefore  premife  to  your  Lordfliips,  that  I  fliall  only 
idertake  to  anfwer  fuch  charges  as  have  been  urged  againft 

me 
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me  perfonally,  cither  as  a  commiflioner  and  governor  of  d 
bofpital,  eras  firft  lord  cf  the  admiralty. 

Had  I  not  confidered  the  enquiry  as  an  attack  upon  mrfeli 
I  fhould  not  have  given  way  to  it  as  a  member  of  this  Houu 
as  it  is  a  bufitefs  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  very  improper  t 
take  up  almoft  a  whole  fei&on  in  this  great  and  hercditar 
council  of  the  nation  I  will  not  enter  into  any  difcuffic 
whether  the  noble  Lords  who  brought  the  bufmefs  before  th 
Houfe  meant  to  bring  a  charge  againft  me  ;  it  is  fufficient  fo 
me  to  fay,  that  the  book  upon  your  Lordfhips'  table  cnnuin 
diams  of  a  very  grievous  nature  againft  me,  no  lefs  ch^ 
lefu&ls  to  redrefs  complaints  ;  denials  of  juftice ;  partialitic 
againft  thofe  whom  I  thought  adverfe  to  my  purpofes.  It  i 
faid,  that  my  perfonal  views  and  incerefts,  connexions  am 
prejudices,  are  the  leading  motives  which  govern  the  bofpi 
tal.  That  I  was  the  firft  who  conceived,  or  at  leaft  venturo 
to  put  fully  in  pradice,  the  opinion  that  the  offices  of  Green 
Wich  Hofpital  might  with  impunity  be  converted  intoemolc 
luments  for  an  ele£lion.  That  to  enable  me  to  return  mem 
bfers  to  Parliament  for  a  fingle  borough,  Greenwich  Hofpiu 
has  been  converted  into  an  engine  of  corruption,  and  a  deno 
borough  jobbers.  That  the  government  of  the  hofpiul  fa^ 
undergone  a  total  pjcrverfion.  That  the  noble  defign  of  thj 
cftablifliment  has  been  perverted,  and  that' I  only  confide 
Greenwich  Hofpital  as  an  appendage  to  my  private  fortune. 

Ifliall  not,  however,  enter  into  any  defence,  except  upo^ 
thofe  articles  of  accufation  which  have  been  attempted  to  b| 
fupported  by  evidence  j  having  a  right  to  confider  the  othz 
charges  as  abandoned  by  the  adverfe  parties.  I  will  therefor 
feleft  thofe  points,  which  upon  thefe  principles  it  feems  ad 
vifeable  for  me  to  fpeak  to.  I  will  confider  how  they  barj 
been  fupported,  and  endeavour  to  draw  to  your  Loraihipj 
recoliedion  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  ;  and  this, 
flatter  myfelf,  will  be  deemed  fully  fufficient  to  refute  them. 

I  cannot  fuppofe  that  it  will  be  exp'.ded  that  I  flioiild  er. 
ter  into  the  difcuffion  of  anv  legal  points  ;  if  there  are  anj 
fuch  queftions  of  law,  relative  to  the  management  of  Green 
wich  Hofpital,  I  profefs  myfelf  incompetent  to  decide  upo] 
them  ;  and  if  it  were  otherwife,  this  is  not  the  time  or  plac 
todifcufsthem. 

Let  me  aflc,  whether  any  matter  has  been  offered  to  you 
Lordfliips  which  could  not  be  enquired  into  in  its  prope 
court  i  Has  any  right  been  withheld  from  any  perfon  wIk 
had  not  a  proper  legal  remedy  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  judical 
ture  ?  If  any  individual  was  improperly  treated  in  the  ordii 
I  narj 
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nary  bufinefs  and  affairs  of  the  hofpita],  had  he  not  the  coun- 
cil and  diredion  of  the  hofipita)  torefortto  ?  If  heftill  thought 
himfeif  aggrieved  by  the  decifion  of  the  council  anddiredtion, 
much  lefs  pains  than  thofe  which  brought. the  bufinefs  here, 
might  have  carried  it  into  the  courts  below.  If  Captain 
Bailiie  was  injured  by  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  is 
there  not  a  proper  mode  of  fubjefting  their  proceedings  to  the 
opinion  of  the  King's  Bench  ?  If  Captain  Baillie  has  been 
unjufily  removed  from  his  office,  cannot  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  reftore  him  ?  In  fliort,  has  any  thing  been  brought  be- 
fore your  Lordfhips  f  Was  it  probable,  was  it  poffible,  that 
any  thing  could  be  broui^ht  before  your  Lordfhips,  in  the 
courfc  of  this  bufinefs,  which  might  not  have  been  enquired 
into  in  Greenwich  Hofpital  or  Weftminfter-hall  ? 

As  to  myfelf,  I  am  confcious  i  have  done  my  duty  to  the 
bcft  of  my  judgment,  and  according  to  precedent ;  when  L 
have  received  complaints,  I  haveliftened  to  them  from' what- 
ever quarter  they  came,  and  given  fuch  redrefs  as  I  thought 
myfelf  authorized  to  afFord.  I  have  fufpended  and  removed 
officers  who,  I  thought,  had  mifbehaved  ;  and  I  defy  the 
blackeft^malice  to  fuggeft,  that  I  have  ever  lowered  my  dig- 
nity, by  fliewing  the  Icaft  degree  of  partiality  in  any  fuch  ex- 
ertion of  the  power  with  which  I  thought  myfelf  invefted. 

Here,  my  Lords,  ends  every  thing  which  I  think  neceffary 
to  fay  by  way  of  introduftion  to  what  I  confider  as  my  own 
defence,  in  anfwer  to  what  has  been  thrown  out  againft  me. 

As  to  any  abufes  in  the  management  of  this  charity,  in 
which  I  cannot  be  perfonally  concerned  (and  which  appear 
to  me  to  be  infinitely  lefs  than  can  be  fuppofed  to  exift  in  the 
management  of  any  other  charity,  equally  extenfive)  if  the 
Houfe  thinks  that  we  are  warranted  to  fit  as  a  commiffion  for 
charitable  ufes,  or  a  court  of  chancery,  they  will  a^  as  they 
judge  proper  upon  that  occafion  ;  and,  indeed,  fmce  we  have 
gone  fo  far  as  to  hear  evidence  upon  many  fup poled  abufes 
againft  feveral  perfons,  who,  I  am  perfuaded,  areperfe<^ly  in- 
nocent (though  it  is  impofSble  for  me  to  ftate  their  cafe  as  a 
matter  proper  for  parliamentary  enquiry)  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  your  Lordftilps'  humanity  will  lead  you'to  give  up 
fome  more  of  your  time,  in  order  to  allow  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  evidence  in  their  own  exculpation.  In  this 
bufinefs  I  am  as  ready  to  give  my  affiftance,  as  any  other  Lord 
of  this  Houfe;  but  1  defire  that  I  may  not  be  confidered  as  a 
principal  in  the  management  of  it,  or  as  a  party  concerned. 
Before  I  conclude,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  my 
mentioning  to  your  Lordfliips  a  few  inflances^  in  which  I 
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})ave  (hewn  myrdf  a  true  friend  to  Greenwich  Hofpital.  I 
doubt  not  pther  firfi  lords  of  the  admiralty  have  had  the  fame 
inclination  to  befriend  that  noble  charity,  as  I  have  always 
entertained  j  but  few  of  them  have  had  fo  much  power  of 
^oing  it,  from  the  much  longer  time  i  have  fat  at  the  board, 
than  I  believe  any  other  perfon  ever  did,  and  from  my  having 
had  no  military  avocations  to  employ  my  time  in  the  fervice 
of  my  country. 

I  can  fay^  with  the  ftrifieft  truth,  that  if  I  have  merit  in 
any  part  of  my  condud^,  it  is  my  conftant  attention  to  the 
welfare  and  improvement  of  this  noble  charity  :  it  has  been 
tny  favourite  and  unrivalled  object ;  and  I  have  never,  for  a 
moment,  loft  fight  of  what  could  any  way.be  turned  to  iis 
advantage.     Your  Lordftiips  will  obferve,  that  I  have  been 
in   the  admiralty,   at  different  times,  above  feventeen  years, 
which  has  given  me  the  means  of  doing  much  more  than  any 
of  my  prcdeceffors  in  office.     When  firft  I  came  into  the  ot- 
fice,  in  the  year   1744,  there  were  only  1000  pcnfioncrs  in 
the  hofpital  ;  they  have  been  increafing  gradually,   till  they 
are  now  got  to  2169;   800  of  whom  have  been  added  du- 
ring the  time  of  my  being  at  the  board  of  admiralty  ;  and  I 
muft  obferve  to  your  Lordftiips,  that  fo  much  has  the  revenue 
of  the  hofpital  cncreafed,  by  the  care  and  attention  that  have 
been  paid   to  the  management  of  it,  that  all  this  has  been 
done  without  burthening  the  public,  and  without  demanding 
from  them  the  affiftance  of  a  fingle  fliilling.     Indeed,   fiir 
thefc  three  laft  years,  4C00/.   has  been  given  by  Parliament, 
but  that  was  not  wanted  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  original 
augmented   eftabliftimtnt  of  penfioner* ;  it  is  to  give  aid  to 
an  additional  c'narity  of  out-penfioneri,  which  was  eftablifh- 
ed  at  the  end  of  the  laft  war,  to  which  the  public  at  firft  gave 
lO,coc/.  for  fome  years  nnthincr,  as  ft  was  then  defrayed  out 
of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  hofpital,  and  as  that  diminiftied 
in  time  of  peace,  when  fewer  fearnen  are  voted,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  apply  tp"  Parliament  for  40CC/.  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
paying  the  out-pcnfioners. 

.  The  exaft  ftaie  of  this  qiieflion  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing account,  which  will  fliew,  that  the  maintenance  of 
thcout-penfioners,  from  the  year  1763  to  1778,  the  hofpital 
jjas  expended  near  6c,ccc/i 
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MONEY  GRANTED  by  PARLIAMENT. 
Firft  eflabliihinent  in  1763, 


1764,  — 

i7t>5. 
1766, 

»767, 
176!), 
1769, 

»770. 
»77S. 
*776, 
»777. 
I77»» 


— 

—        1 0,000 

i77'» 
1772, 

1/73. 
»774. 

5  ^-'W 

Nothing; 

- 

r 

- —       4.00© 

Expence  of  maintenance,  - 

Paid  out  of  the  hofpital  revenue. 


44,000 

59>455 

Which  it  could  tiot  hare  done,  had  not  the  income  been 
greatly  improved: 

As  a  proof,  that  under  rhy  adminiftration  theeftates  of  the 
hofpital  have  not  been  much  mifmanaged,  I  have  the  fatis- 
fadion  to  infofm  yOQr  Lordfhips,  that  the  Defwentwaccr 
eftate,  which  in  the  year  I745  (when  I  juft  came  to  the 
board)  pfoddced  69CO/.  now  produces  12,988/.  and  in  few 
years  will  be  raifed  30CO/.  more,  there  having  been  tenders 
already  a^^ually  made  to  the  aniount  of  upwards  of  that  fum 
more  than  the  former  rents,  upon  leafes  for  twenty-one  years. 
This  is  exclufive  of  the  lead  miries^  which  communib^s  annisy 
produce  a  clear  8000/.  a  year. 

In  order  for  the  better  inriproveroenf,  and  for  obtaining  a 
more  certain  knov(rledge  of  the  real  value  of  this  cftatC)  two 
of  the  dirfeftors  were  employed  about  five  or  fix  years  ago  to 
vifit  the  fevcral  eftates,  and  to  make  their  report  df  any  im- 
provements that  might  be  made.  This  meafure  had  the  nK>ft 
falutary  effects  ;  the  two  direftors  did  their  diity  like  able  and 
honeft  men ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  in  confecjuence 
of  their  inveftigations^  the  income  of  the  eftate  will  be  in  a 
few  years  coofiderably  augmented  ;  probably  to  many  thou* 
fands  a  year.  One  gteat  improvement  has  been  the  erecting 
a  large  fmehiijg  mill  and  refinery,  virbicb  have  anfvvcred  be- 

Y  y  2  yond 


Digitized  by 


Google 


348  P  ATILI AMENTARY        A.  1779. 

yond  imagination,  and  confiderably  improved  the  income. 
Before  the  ereding  of  that  mill,  we  were  obliged  to  carry  our 
ore  to  be  manufadtured,  and  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  manu- 
fadturers. 

Captain  Baillie,  and  the  witneiTes  he  has  brought  to  the 
bar,  have  been  continually  throwing  out,  that  he  was  the 
true  and  unvaried  friend  to  the  penfioners,  infinuating  there- 
by, that  he  was  their  only  friend,  and  that  they  are  negled- 
ed  by  others,  whofe  duty  it  equally  is  to  be  attentive  to  their 
interefts, 

I  have  not  made  any  parade  of  what  I  have  done  for  them ; 
but  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay,  now  I  am  called  upon, 
that  they  never  had  fo  true,  fo  conftant,  and  fo  effeftual  a 
friend  as  myfclf.  When  I  firft  came  into  office,  there  was 
no  particular  place  allotted  to  the  fick;  they  were  mixed  in 
the  hofpital  with  thofe  in  health^;  and  though  particular 
wards  were  allotted  to  them,  they  not  only  took  up  the  room 
of  healthy  people,  but  could  not  be  fo  well  attended,  and  (o 
private,  as  the  nature  of  their  infirmities  required,  and  as  an 
additional  hofpital,  ereded  purpofely  for  them  allows  j  befides 
this,  the  danger  of  infedkion  in  communicative  diforders  is  now 
greatly  leflened,  and  the  frequency  of  burials  entirely  removed 
from  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  are  moil  likely  to  be  hurt  by  fiich 
a  fight,  and  who  ought  to  be  led  through  the  remainder  of 
their  life  with  as  few  unpleafing  objedts  as  their  htuatioa  will 
admit  of. 

This  infirmary  (which  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  com- 
pletefi:  hofpitals  in  the  kingdom)  was  eftabliihed  under  my 
diredtion  ;  and  I  may  almoft  claim  the  honour  of  being  the 
fole  founder  of  it. 

To  prevent  abufes  in  the  admiffion  of  improper  objeds  into 
the  hofpital,  I  have  always  attended  the  quarterly  examina- 
tions of  the  candidates  for  admiffion  ;  I  have  myfelf  examined 
into  their  pretenfions,  from  age,  infirmities,  and  time  of  fer- 
vice,  and  have  claffed  them,  for  preference,  in  admiffion, 
fingly^  according  to  thofe  pretenfions ;  and  I  have  rigidly  ad- 
hered to  a  fixed  rule  I  have  made,  never  to  attend  to  any  ap- 
plication, or  to  receive  any  petition  about  the  admiffion  of  a 
penfioner.  There  are  Lords  that  hear  me,  fome  of  my  bcft 
and  moflr  refpedied  friends,  who  know  the  truth  of  what  f 
fay,  by  the  refufal  I  have  made  td  attend  to  their  folicitadons 
on  this  fubjedl ;  and  I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  a  very 
refpedtable  peer  [Lord  Petre]  of  this  realm,  which . I  fhalf 
read  as  part  of  my  fpeech,  which  will  fliew  your  JLrOrdihip» 
4  the 
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the  language  I  have  held,  when  thefe  fort  of  applications  have 
reached  me.* 

Another  point  in  which  I  have  much  befriended  the  pea* 

fipners,    was  the  eftablifhing  a  new  dining-halJ,  which  was 

done  under  my  abfoluteand  fole  direilion,  and  from  my  own 

difcovery  how  it  might  be  executed.     The  mode  of  dining 

the  pcnfioners,  till  within  thefe  four  or  five  years,  was  in  one 

hall,    in  which  tables  were  laid  for  600  men,  and  there  were 

600   more  waiting  at  the  door  to  fuccced  them  :  when  the 

firft  fct  had   hurried  over  their  dinner,  the  fecond  came  in 

upon  the  filth  of  the  others,  and  into  the  naufeous  fmell  of  a 

room  in  which  fo  large  a  number  of  guefts  had  been  feeding. 

Wiftxing  to  remedy  this  nuifance,  for  fuch  I  mufl  call  it,  I 

made  it  my  bufinefs  to  fearch  and  enquire  whether  any  place 

could  be  found  to  receive  the  fecond  fet  of  hungry  penfioners, 

and  to  relieve  them  from  the  fituation  in  which  Tantalus  is 

placed  by  the  poets,  as  having  provifions  at  his  chin,  without 

the  poilibility  of  his  getting  at  them.     In  confequence  of  this 

inveftigation,  I  found  that  there  was  another  hall  that  was 

in  a  manner  ufelefs,  being  employed  only  as  a  fort  of  lumber 

room,  or  ftorehoufe  for  the  ftewards,  and  other  ftores.     This 

room  I  ordered  to  be  converted  into  a  dining- hall,  and  a  new 

kitchen  to  be  fitted  up  to  fupply  tables  for  600  more  men  ; 

which  number  have  dined  comfortably  together,  at  the  fame 

time  that  600  of  their  brethren  were  at  table  elfewhere.     I 

will   mention  but  one  more  improvement  made  by  me,   and 

that  is  having  conftantly  fet  my  face  againft  the  allowing  the 

inferior   offices  to  be   performed  by  deputy.     This  condudl 

does  not  favour  of  the  character  of  a  borough  jobber,  and  one 


*  Lord  Pctrc's  letter  his  Lordfhip  read  as  follows : 

**  My  Lord,  Fark-Lane^  FcV.i^,  '779- 

**  IT  makes  me  very  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  be  of  any 
fervlcc  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  (houid  it  be  neceflary,  I  (hall  be  rea- 
dy to  obey  your  commands. 

*'  It  is  with  the  greatefl  truth  I  ca^  aiTurcthc  Houfe,  that  your 
Lordfhip,  with  infinite  polirenefs,  refufed  admitting  a  pcrfon  into 
Greenwich  Hofpital  in  whofe  favour  I  interciled  myfcif,  and  gave 
as  the  only  reafon,  that  your  Lordfhip  had  made  it  an  cllablifhed 
rule,  never  to  prefer  any  one  on  recommendation  to  the  prejudice 
of  many  defervingobje^s  that  had  no  friends  to  folicit  for  them. 
i  am,  my  Lord, 

your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

PET  RE." 
that 
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that  inide  Greenwich  Hofpital  an  appendage  to  his  own  pri- 
vate fortune.  My  Lords,  till  my  time,  moft  of  the  infenor 
offices,  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  cooks,  their  mates,  fcullery-mcn, 
&c.  were  done  by  deputy,  which  certainly  afforded  the  oppor- 
tonity  of  giving  ftipends  of  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  a  year  to 
the  voters  or  fervants  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty^  This 
1  abfolutely  abolifbed  ;  and  there  is  but  one  of  thefe  officers 
who  2i6is  by  deputy,  and  him  I  have  fufFered  to  remain,  be- 
caufe  he  was  put  in  by  one  of  my  predeceflbrs,  who  I  would 
not  wiCh  to  offend.  I  aSed  very  difi^erently  with  regard  to 
man  of  my  own,  whofe  name  is  Joy,  and  who  was  a  Hun 
tingdon(hire  freeholder.  I  made  him  a  fculkry-man,  and 
finding  that  he  did  not  attend  to  his  bufinefs,  and  had  got 
another  perfon  to  do  it  for  him,  I  turned  him  out  of  his  place, 
nor  did  his  Huntingdonibire  merit  avail  him,  or  prevent  his 
being  facrificed  as  an  example  to  other  delinquents. 

It  has  been  given  out,  and  was  generally  believed,  that 
inflead  of  admitting  decayed  feamenas  peniioners,  I  had  filled 
the  hofpital  with  Huntingdonfhire  voters  and  landmen.  I 
now  moft  folemnly  declare,  that  out  of  2 1 69  penfioners  at 
prefent  in  the  hofpital,  there  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  a  fia- 
gle  Huntingdonfhire  man,  nor  one  who  is  not  thoroughly 
qualified  from  length  of  fervice  at  fea,  and  infirmities,  ac- 
quired in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  a  fcaman. 

I  do  not  fay  this  to  gain  applaufe  :  I  know  I  have  done 
nothing  more  than  what  my  own  heart  leads  me  to  think  eve- 
ry man  will  do  who  feels  for.the  fufFerings  of  his  fellow  crea- 
tures ;  I  fhould  therefore  flatter  myfelf,  there  is  no  impro- 
priety in  my  pointing  out  chefecircumftances,  and  intimating, 
that  even  if  any  raalverfations  laid  to  my  charge  had  been 
proved,  there  were  fome  parts  of  my  condu^  which  fhould 
have  leffened  the  indignation  of  mankind  agalnft  me:  bat, 
thank  God,  no  fuch  malverfations  have  been  proved,  and  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  when  this  enquiry  is  ended,  my  reputation 
will  not  fuff'er  by  the  long  and  fcrioue  examination  of  mf 
%ondu£l. 

The  charges  that  have  been  attempted  to  be  proved  are, 

L  That  the  charter  was  formed  by  the  immediate  care  and 
abilities  of  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  under  the  infpe£tion  of  Lord  Sand- 
wich. 

II.  That  fcveral  landmen  are  appointed  to  hold  offices  in 
Greenwich  Hofpital. 

HI,  That  clerks  and  unJer-oificers  are  allowed  to  lodge  in 
the  hofpital. 

IV.  Tlia(  I  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  complaints. 

V.  That 
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V.  That  I  appointed  the  committee  unfairly  and  impro- 
perly. 

VI.  That  I  diredcd  Mr.  Butler  to  negotiate  with  Mr. 
"Nlurphy,  and  that  the  negotiation  began  on  my  fide. 

VI I .  That  Mr.  Cooke  was  employed  by  me  to  intioiidate 
Mr.  Lc  Fcvre,  and  others, 

J  fhall  take  them  one  by  one,  according  to  the  order  in         ' 
ivhich  I  have  named  them,  and  endeavour  to  bring  to  your 
Lordfliips'  recolKAion  how  they  have  been  fupporced. 

The  firil  charge  that  was  made  againft  me  relates  to  the  al- 
teration of  the  charter,  and  the  new  book  of  inftrudions  ;  it 
has  been  faid  that  whatever  refpedtable  forms  they  may  have 
gone  through,  they  were  in  fad  prepared  under  my  infpedion, 
and  by  the  immediate  care  and  abilities  of  the  fecretary  to  the 
dircdors'— That  there  are  a  variety  of  omillions  and  additions 
in  the  new  charter,  all  of  which  have  an  uniform  tendency  to 
leflen  the  number  and  force  of  the  feveral  checks  at  firft  efta- 
blifhed,  and  reduce  the  whole  to  an  abfolute  dependence  oil 
the  admiralty. 

Evidence  to  this  point  in  my  own  behalf  I  fliall  bring 
none  :  I  am  perfectly  fatisfied  that  your  Lord(hips'  opinion  of 
me  on  thefe  particulars,  (hould  reft  upon  the  evidence  brought 
by  my  accufers.  I  appeal  to  the  recolledion  of  your  Lord- 
Ihips,  and  |p  the  evidence  on  the  table,  whether  there  is  the  ' 
Highteft  proof  of  connedion  between  me  and  any  of  the  per- 
fons  emploved  in  framing  the  new  charter. 

The  iirft  evidence  who  was  called  on  this  fubjed  was  Mr. 
Everift,  the  folicitor  of  the  hofpital ;  he  has  dilclaimed  hav- 
ing the  leaft  connexion  with  me,  having  ever  heard  me  fpeak 
to  him,  or  having  ever  received  from  me  the  fmalleftdiredion 
about  the  charter  :  his  (hare  in  preparing  the  charter  feems  to 
have  been  exceedingly  fmall.  He  prepared  the  firft  draft  of 
it,  this  he  fubmitted  to  Mr.  Sibthorpe,  who  was  at  that  time 
joint  folicitor  to  the  hofpital  with^him;  from  this  time  be 
feems  to  have  taken  no  further  part  in  the  bufinefs.  As  to 
my  interference,  or  the  interference  of  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  the  fe- 
cretary of  the  hofpital,  his  declarations  were  uniform  and 
diflinfV,  that  neither  of  us  were  concerned  in  drawing  the 
charter,  or  (ug^efting  any  of  the  alterations  in  it. 

Mr,  Eden's  very  able  and  fatisfailory  explanation  of  this 
whole  matter  comes  next ;  he  informed  your  Lordfhips  of  all 
the  tfanfa£tions  relative  to  the  new  charter  in  every  ftage  of 
its  proereffion,  and  by  his  evidence,  your  Lordfhips  are  now 
perfeoly  apprized  that  the  charter  was  prepared  in  the  manner 
U  (hould  be  prepared  \  that  the  draft  of  it  was  drawn  by  Mr. 

Evexifty 
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JEverift,  the  fplicitor  of  the  faofpital,  afterwards  corrcdcd  by 
Mr.  Sibthorpc,  his  partner,  and  much  his  fenior  in  bufincG, 
that  it  was  then  laid  before  Mr.  Edetr,  the  auditor,  and  one  of 
the  council  of  the  hofpical.  That  fome  alterations  in  it  were 
fuggefted  by  him ;  that  thefe  alterations  were  afterwards  in- 
ferted  by  Mr.  Sibthorpe,  that  the  draft  fo  prepared  and  amend- 
ed was  laid  before  Mr.  Eden,  and  his  Majefty's  law  officer.s 
his  attorney,  and  folicitor  general,  and  by  them  finally  perufeJ 
and  approved  for  his  Majefty  to  fign.  ' 

The  declarations  of  Mr.  Eden  agreed  with  thofe  of  Mr, 
Everift,  he  difclaimed  the  leaft  connexion  with  Mr.  Ibbct- 
fon  in  this  particular  bufinefs,  and  difavowed  the  interference 
of  myfelf  or  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  minifters. 

The  next  evidence  your  Lordftiips  called  for  was  Mr.  Sib- 
thorpe;  his  evidence  perfeilly  coincided  with  that  of  Mr. 
Eden,  he  denied  that  Mr.  Ibbetfon  had  ever  communicated 
with  him  on  this  bufinefs.  He  denied  that  I  had  ever  fpoken 
to  him  on  the  fubjcdl. 

Captain  Baillie  declared  in  evidence,  that  the  draught  of 
the  charter  had  hot  been  read  at  the  general  court  before  it 
was  finally  approved  ;  it  appears  from  the  books  of  the  gene- 
ral court  that  it  was  read  on  the  loth  of  March,  1774,  and 
afterwards,  when  it  was  perfeded  at  another  general  court,  on 
the  i6lh  of  December,  1775;  it  had  alfo  been  read  at  the 
board  of  direflors  in  the  intermediate  time,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
Captain  Baillie,  who  was  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Ibbetfon  was  called  upon  frequently  in  the  courfe  of 
this  bufinefs  ;  and,  I  believe,  every  one  of  yoi«r  Lordfhips  is 
fenfible  of  the  readinefs,  the  candour,  and  the  accuracy^  with 
which  he  ftated,  and  the  perfpicuity  with  which  he  explained 
•very  part  of  the  tranfaQions  he  was  defired  to  elucidate.  He 
gave  your  Lordfliips  his  oath  that  he  had  not  the  flighteft  con- 
nexion with  any  perfon  concerned  in  drawing  the  charter, 
and  that  he  had  not  once  fpoken  with  me  on  the  fubjeA  ;  and 
yet  Captain  Baillie  in  his  outfet  informed  your  LordOiips, 
that  Mr.  Ibbetfon  was  the  perfon  who  drew  up  the  charter. 

Thus  were  the  accufations  againft  me,  refpeding  the  char- 
ter, contradicted  by  the  united  teflimony  of  every  witncfs 
fummoned  to  your  Lordfhips'  bar* 

The  next  accufation  refpefls  the  merit  of  the  alterations  in 

the  charter  ;  as  the  flighteft  reafon  has  not  hitherto  appeared 

to  charge  thefe  alterations  againft  me,  or  upon  my  particular 

influence  with  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  preparing  it,  I 

.  (hould  be  juftified  in  waving  all  enquiry  on  this  head,  but  I 

.  owe  it  to  the  public,  to  your  Lordfliips,  and  to  the  refpedable 
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inhabitants  b(  Greenwich  Hofpital,  to  inform  you,  that  there 
is  not  in  any  of  thefe  alterations  the  fliehteft  circuoiflance  at 
'which  the  friend  of  the  Teamen  (hou'd  take  alarm.     In  no    • 
one  inftance  are  his  interefts  prejudiced,  in  many  they  are  fen* 
iibly  promoted. 

The  only  inftance  which  bears  even  an  appearance  of  lef- 
fening  the  Teamen's  prerogatives,  is,  that  the  right  of  recom- 
mendation to  offices,  which  by  the  commiffion  was  vefted  in 
the  court  of  commiffioners,  is  omitted  in  the  charter,  and  the 
power  of  appointing  them  vefted  Tolely  in  the  admiralty. 

This  fad  was  JFully  explained  by  Mr.  Eden,  and  uTage,  as 
well  as  common  (cnfc^  Qiews  that  it  was  never  intended  that 
the  general  court  fhould  fix  upon  the  perTons  who  were  to 
hold  offices  in  the  hoTpital ;  when  the  incfeaTe  of  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  bofpital,  which,  has  gradually  rifen  from 
forty  to  near  two  thouTand  two  hundred  penfioners,  required 
an  additional  eftabli(hment  of  officers,  they  were  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  admiralty  that  Tuch  additional  officers  were  want- 
ing, and  to  recommend  it  to  that  board  to  appoint  them; 
fometimes  they  propoTed  certain  perTons,  out  of  which  the  ad- 
miralty might  or  might  not  appoint  the  officers ;  there  is  one 
inftance  of  their  naming  fix  perfons  to  be  choTen  out  of  $  can 
there  be  a  ftronger  proof  that  the  abfolute  and  final  appoint- 
ment was  in  the  admiralty  ?     This  cuftom,  however,  of  pro- 
pofing  perTons  by  the  general  court  has  been  long  laid  afide, 
nor  do  i  find  any  inftance  of  its  having  been  executed  fince 
the  year  1722 ;  I  will  go  farther,  and  (ay,  that  the  execution 
of  it  is  utterly  impraSicable.   I'hree  or  four  general  courts  in 
a  year  are  as  many  as  are  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  bufinefs 
of  the  hoTpital.     I  think  the  charter  direas  that  two  fliall  be 
held,  I  believe  the  commiffion  names  Tour  as  neceflTary  ;  how 
then  are  vacancies  to  be  filled  up  i  Is  a  general  court  to  be 
called  every  time  that  a  Tcullery-man  dies,  or  that  a  cook's 
mate  is  turned*out  of  his  office  Tor  drunkenneTs  ?     My  Lords, 
if  they  were  to  fit  every  week  they  could  hardly  do  the  bufi- 
nefs. 

A  very  recent  inftance,  proves  how  this  point  of  recom- 
mending ofticers  by  the  general  court  has  been  underftood 
and  executed  :  when  the  new  kitchen  was  eftablifhed,  a  great 
number  of  new  officers  were  to  be  appointed ;  this  the  geno- 
ral  court  fignified  to  the  admiralty,  and  recommeaded  to  them 
to  appoint  the  officers,  which  diev  accordingly  did;  and 
indeed,  what  could  ^e  more  inconfiftent,  than  that  the  per- 
fons who  fign  the  appointment,  ftiould  have  no  concern  in 
chuiing  the  perfons  by  themfelves  appointed  ? 
Vol-  XIL  Z  z  The 
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The  next  alteration  covnplained  of  is,  diat  the  coeit  of 
c(Hnmiffioner8  are  direAed  by  the  charter  to  tneet  twice  a 
year,  though  they  are  required  by  the  commiffion  to  meet 
four  times  a  year.  I  beg  your  Lordfliips  will  for  a  moment 
confider  of  whom  the  court  of  commifnoQers  is  compofed ; 
experience  fhewed  that  it  was  inconiiftent  with  the  purfuits 
and  occupations  of  thofe  ^ntlemen,  inconiiftent  with  the 
buiinefs  of  the  nation,  which  moves  in  its  various  depart- 
ments through  their*  hands,  and  abfolutcly  incompatible  with 
the  laborious  and  inceiTant  duties  of  the  admiralty,  to  meet 
as  often  as  the  comroiilion  prefcribed.  It  appears  by  the 
books  on  your  Lordfhips*  table,  that  frequently  nine  months 
have  elapfed  without  the  court  of  commiffioners  once  meet* 
ing.  To  thcfe  deviations  from  the  original  intention  of  the 
inuitution,  the  charter  oppofes  the  propereft  remedy,  by  en* 
larging  the  intervening  time  between  the  meetings  of  the 
commiffioners.  By  the  alteration — their  duty  as  commif- 
fioners,  becomes  more  confiftent  and  compatible  with  their 
other  purfuits  and  occupations ;  a  regular  attendance  at  the 
court  being  thus  facilitated,  what  was  before  poffible  to  none, 
being  now  made  poflible  to  many ;  it  is  not  unreafonable  to 
hope  that  the  court  of  commiffioners  will  meet  regularly,  and 
have  the  moft  refpeftable  attendance. 

The  next  circumftance  of  alteration  which  engaged  your 
Lordfhips*  attention  is,  tliat  the  daufe  in  the  charter  provides, 
^^  that  all  fuch  perfons  to  be  fo  recommended  and  admitted 
into  the  faid  hofpital,  as  the  officers  of  the  houfe  or  other- 
wife,  fhould  be  feafaring  men." 

But  in  the  charter,  the  words  or  othcrwife^  are  omitted;  I 
muft  wait  till  I  am  informed,  what  poffible  fenfe  can  be  given 
to  the  words  or  otherwife^  before  I  can  fpeak  my  fentiments 
on  their  omiffion.  At  prefent,  I  have  this  opinion  of  their 
value,  that  I  entirely  agree  with  the  gentleman*whatold  your 
Lordfhips  at  the  bar,  that  if  I  had  found  them  in  the  draft 
laid  before  me,  I  fhould  not  have  ftruck  them  out ;  if  I  had 
jU)t  found  them  there,  I  fhould  not  have  put  them  in* 

The  next  alteration  which  was  charged  upon  the  peribni 
who  fabricated  the  new  charter  was,  that  there  were  words 
inferted  in  it,  which  gave  the  admiralty  power  to  difpUce, 
move,  or  fufpend  any  officer  of  the  hofpital  who  fhould  be 

Siilty  of  mifbehaviour.  I  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  yoor  Lord* 
ipsy  that  by  the  common  law  of  the  land,  it  is  an  incident 
infeparable  trom  every  corporation,  to  have  the  power  of 
making  bye  lam  and  priv^tp  flatute«  for  its  good  goYeraaieDt 

and 
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and  regulation,  and  to  punifh  all  the  officers  employed  inr  it; 
\vho  are  guilty  of  mifbehavioar^  by  fufpenfion  or  removal, 
ffcm  their  refpedive  offices. 

Tht  charter  is  therefore  only  a  declaration  of  the  commonr 
law  of  the  land ;  the  words  here  attempted  to  be  criminated, 
give  not  any  new,  extraordinary,  or  unrcafonable  powers ; 
yet,  they  arc  not  without  their  ufe.  They  are  a  ftanding 
mcilicnto  to  every  officer  in  Greenwich  Hofpital,  to  remind 
him  that  the  charter  by  which  he  holds  his  office,  will  puniih 
him  for  the  flighteft  mifbehaviour  in  it. 

I  now  come,  my  Lords,  to  the  laft  point  of  acculatioQ 
againft  the  framers  of  the  new  charter. 

It  is  objected  as  a  crime  of  the  greateft  enormity,  that  a 
power  is  given  by  the  new  charter  to  (ell,  exchange,  and 
alienate  all  the  eftates  of  the  hofpital.  This  was  lU^^ed 
againft  me  as  a  crime  of  the  bUckeft  dye ;  as  a  device  to  rob 
the  hofpital  of  its  property  :  here,  my  Lords,  upon  this  fub- 
je£t,  I  cannot  help  expreffing  my  furprife  and  aftonifhment, 
that  your  Lord£t)ips  mould  not  only  have  paid  attention  to 
iuch  a  charge,  but  that  two  days  of  your  Lordihips'  time 
fhould,  in  this  important  and  very  bufy  feffion,  be  loft  in  aa 
attempt  to  eftablifh  an  accufation  of  fo  brittle  a  fubftance, 
that  it  fell  in  pieces  the  moment  it  came  to  be  handled. 

The  faA,  my  Lords,  is,  that  notwithftanding  thefe  words 
in  the  charter,  the  commiffioners  and  governors  of  Green- 
wich Holpital  are  as  little  able  to  fell  the  property  of  the 
hofpital  now,  as  they  were  before  the  paffing  of  the  charter. 

'Before  the  charter  was  obtained,  if  any  perfon  had  pur- 
chafed  lands  of  the  hofpital,  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to 
fee  that  the  money  he  paid  for  his  purchafe  of  the  hofpital 
lands  was  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  other  lands  of  equal 
value.  Having  done  this,  my  Lords,  he  was  fb  hr  fecure, 
that  if  his  tranfadion  with  the  hofpital  were  in  any  fnbfe- 
quent  time  avoided,  he  had  the  lands  purchafed  with  the  mo- 
ney he  paid  to  the  hofpital,  or  their  value  in  money  returned 
to  him. 

Such  was  the  fituadon  of  matters  in  this  refpeA,  before 
the  obtaining  the  charter,  and  fuch  was  the  fituation  of  a 
purchafer — and  fuch  it  continues  to  be  fince  the  charter  has 
been  obtained. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  purchafer,  either  before  or  fince  the 
obtaining  the  charter,  doe$  not  take  care  that  the  money  he 
pays  is  laid  put  in  the  purch^^fe  of  other  lands,  and  that  tbofe 
lands  tare  duly  fettled  according  to  the  truftsof  the  charter; 
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the  bargaini  as  far  as  the  hofpital  is  concerned^  is  akfirftttdyy 
and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  nail  and  void. 

In  fome  cafes,  the  hofpital  will  have  its  remedy  againft  the 
truftees.  Chancery  will  decree  them  to  purchaic  lands  with 
their  own  money  ;  and  thefe  lands  will  be  conveyed  to  the 
hofpital  upon  the  fame  trufls  as  they  held  the  other.  In  other 
cafes,  the  remedy  will  be  againft  the  purchafers.  In  thefe 
cafes,  chancery  will  decree  the  purchafer  to  hold  the  lands  as 
a  truftee  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  hofpital ;  or  to  convey 
them  immediately  to  the  hoipital,  to  be  held  by  them  upon 
the  trufts  of  the  charter. 

At  all  events,  the  property  of  the  hofpital  is  incapable  of 
faffering ;  fuch  is  the  iituation  of  the  property  of  the  ho- 
fpital under  the  charter ;  and  fuch  it  was  under  the  com- 
miflion. 

Your  Lordfliips  ma^  aflc^  what  is  then  the  ufe  of  the 
words  in  the  charter,  if  they  make  no  innovation  in  this 
refpeft  ?  I  will  attempt  to  explain  it  to  your  Lordlhips. 

Before  the  charter  was  obtained,  the  purchafer  from  the 
hofpital,  whatever  care  he  might  take  about  the  application 
of  the  money,  had  no  (ecurity  that  his  purchafe  would  be 
permanent ;  becaufe  it  was  in  the  option  of  any  of  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  in  the  government  of  the  hofpital  to  avoid  the  pur- 
chafe.  However,  if  his  purchafe  were  avoided,  the  lands 
bought  with  the  money  paid  by  him,  or  an  equivalent  to  it 
in  value  would  be  reftoredto  him.  But  by  virtue' of  the 
prefent  claufe  in  the  charter,  if  he  takes  care  to  fee  that  the 
purchafe-money  is  properly  applied,  his  purchaic  is  com- 
pletely good,  and  cannot  be  avoided  in  any  refped. 

With  this  neceffity  of  feeing  to  the  application  of  the  pur- 
chafe-money^  your  Lord(hips  are,  1  believe,  well  acquainted  t 
it  is  mentioned  in  all  your  marriage  fettlements ;  you  will  pro* 
bably  find  occaiion  to  tnfert  it  in  moft  of  your  wills. 

Jn  ord<r  to  facilitate  the  faleof  that  pare  of  your  property  which 
is  fettled  u^iOii  your  families,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  ftrid 
limitation,  when  fuch  a  fale  or  exchange  is  intended  to  be  al« 
lowed,  it  is  always  exprefsly  declared,  that  the  purchafer  of 
the  lands  (hall  not  he  bound  to  fee  the  application  of  die  pur- 
chafe  money.  For  it  has  been  found  by  frequent  experience, 
to  be  fo  exceedingly  difEcult  and  fo  dangerous  to  the  pur- 
chafers;  to  have  this  obligation  upon  them,  that  unlefs  the^ 
are  free  from  it,  the  power  of  felling  and  exchanging  will 
have  very  little  cffb(3^ 
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I  Now,  mv  Lords,  in  the  charter  of  the  hofpttal  th^re  i$  no- 
thing which  frees  the  purchafer  from  this  obligation  ;  as  far, 
therefore,  as  the  fafety  of  the  bofpital  is  concerned,  the  char* 
ter  has  itiade  no  alteration. 

Was  it  not  therefore  with  realbn,  that  f  was  furprized  that 
this  charge  againft  me  was  ufhered  in  with  fo  much  pomp  ^ 
ivas  forced  for  two  whole  days  on  your  Lordfhf ps'  attention  ; 
and  after  all  the  care  with  which  it  was  tortured  into  fome- 
thing  like  a  crime,  proved  fo  totally  void  of  all  fubftance  and 
fupport. 

Having  mentioned  to  your  Lordlhips,  how  far  the  evidence 
on  your  table  has  exculpated  me  from  interfering  in  the  ob- 
taining the  new  charter ;  and  bow  far  the  charter  itfelf  vin- 
dicates the  gentlemen  concerned  in  framing  it,  from  making 
in  it  any  improper  deviations  from  thecommiffion^  one  thing 
-yet  remains  unanfwered. 

Air.  Baillie  tella  your  Lordfhips^  that  *<  When  the  charter 
was  firft  produced  at  the  general  court,  in  order  to  be  received , 
and  read,  I  faid,  that  I  thought  the  reading  of  it  unneceflary, 
as  it  was  a  copy  of  the  old  commiffions,  except  fome  altera- 
tions in  point  of  form.*' 

My  anfwer  to  this  is  very  (hort ;  Mr.  Baillie  did  not  bring 
a  fingle  evidence  to  fupport  his  aflertion.  The  evidence  you 
heard  have  told  you  I  faid  no  fuch  thing ;  the  minutes  of 
the  court  mention,  that  the  charter  was  read. 

But  to  conclude  upon  this  point ;  the  moft  extraordinary 
thing  is,  that  if  the  whole  charter  had  been  framed  without 
taking  afingle  fyllable  from  the  commiiEon,  there  would  have 
been  no  criminality  in  doing  fo;  thecommiffion  points  it  out 
as  a  duty  upon  the  commiffioners  to  procure  a  charter,  but 
there  is  not  a  fingle  word,  that'intimates  that  the  commiffioH 
is  to  be  converted  into  a  charter ;  the  very  diredion  to  draw 
up  a  charter  under  the  intfpedion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown,  proves,  that  thofe  who  framed  the  commiffion  knew  it 
was  imperfed,  and  that  when  a  charter  was  obtained,  it  ought 
to  be  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  commiffion. 

Second  Ppint. — ^The  next  charee  is,  **  the  appointment  of 
landmen  to  feveral  of  the  offices  m  the  bofpital,"  which  offi« 
cers  are  directed  both  by  the  commiffion  and  charter  to  be 
talcen  out  of  feamen  or  feafaring  men,  or  fuch  as  have  been 
difabled  in  the  fea  fervice. 

If  by  this  is  meant,  that,  no  one  ihall  hold  an  office  but  a 
difabled  feaman,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  charter  direds 
what  is  tmpoffible  to  be  done,  and  what  was  never  attempted 
or  thought  of  from  ti|c  firft  inftitutioa  of  the  hofpital.    My 
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Lords^  Tevend  of  the  offices  cannot  be  filled  by  dibbled   Stat* 

men :  for  example, 

Thf  Surveyor. — He  ma  ft  be  an  eminent  archited. 

The  Clerk  of  the  iVorks. — A  pcrfon  of  the  fame  fort. 

The  Auditor. — An  eminent  lawyer. 

The  Organlft.'-^h  mufician,  not  a  feamen  without  ftn  ami. 

IThi  Brewer. — A  perfon  (killed  in  that  branch  of  bufinefs. 

I  don't  know  whether  I  ought  to  name  the  receiver  of  the 
Derwentwater  eftate,  becaufe  he  is  not  appointed  by  the  ad. 
miralty^  but  I  have  heard  it  hinted,  as  if  he  ought  to  be  a 
difabled  feaman ;  but  I  can  never  think  that  a  qualification 
re^^uiftte  for  fuch  an  employment ;  nor  did  I  ever  hear  that 
any  of  your  Lordihips,  when  you  wanted  a  fteward  to  ma- 
nage your  eftates,  ever  thought  of  fearching  for  a  proper  peT' 
fon  among  the  penfioners  of  Greenwich  HofpitaK 

My  Lords,  I  fay,  the  offices  abovementtoned,  cannat  be 
filled  with  difaUed  feamen,  and  yer,  if  the  interpretation  at- 
tempted to  be  given  to  the  charter  is  admitted^  the  appointing 
a  landman  to  any  of  them  is  an  illegal  ad ;  therefore,  my 
Lords,  the  way  that  I  underftand  this  direAion  is,  that  aU 
the  obje£b  of  the  charity  Ihall  be  difabled  feamen,  but  that  it 
never  was  meant,  that  the  managers  of  the  charity  fhould  be 
fo  ;  it  may  found  ridiculous,  but  it  feems  to  me,  that  to  argue 
otherwife,  is  exadly  the  fame  thing,  as  if  a  perfon  were  to 
contend,  that  becaufe  Bedlam  is  an  hofpital  for  lunatics,  the 
nanaeers  of  it  muft  alfo  be  compofed  of  madmen. 

BeSdes,  my  Lords,  the  very  words  and  fpirit  of  the  chtrter 
and  commiffions  of  the  hofpital  feem  to  (hew,  that  a  mixtureof 
landmen  and  feamen  fhould  be  employed  in  the  adminiftration 
and  offices  of  the  hofpital ;  as  on  the  lift  both  of  commiffiooers, 
governors,  and  diredors  of  the  hofpital  on  ita  firft  eftaUiih- 
ment  (that  is  to  fay,  in  the  firft  commiffion)  landmen  and 
feamen  are  promifcuoufly  mentioned  }  it  being  wifely  intend- 
ed and  forefeen,  that  though  the  perfons  fupported  by  the  cha- 
rity {hould  be  thofe  whofc  merits  and  toils  in  the  (ea  fervioe 
intttled  them  to  it,  yet  that  the  adminiftration  of  the  hofpital 
could  not  exift  or  go  on,  without  the  interference  and  affi- 
ftance  of  the  abilities,  fkill,  and  a£livity,  of  fome  profeffioaal 
and  (kilful  landmen. 

If  then  fome  of  the  civil  officers  muft  be  landmen,  and  that 
it  is  no  illegal  a£l  to  appoint  them  to  thefe  particular  offices, 
and  no  deviation  from  the  charter,  I  have  a  right  to  contend, 
that  the  charter  does  not  bind  the  admiralty  to  make  the  civil 
officers  out  of  difabled  feamen ;  it  haa  always  been  underftood 
and  executed  in  this  manner,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  papers 

upon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A,i779»  DEBATES.  359 

upon  yoar  table,  that  my  predeceflbrs  have  appointed  more 
landmen,  in  proportion  to  tbe  number  of  the  appointmentS| 
than  I  have  done. 

I  appeal  to  the  paper  on  your  Lordlhips'  uble,  which  con*» 
tains  a  lift  of  all  the  appointments  of  officers  civil  and  mili- 
tary, fincethe  firft  inftitutton  of  the  hofpital  in  the  year  1704^ 
by  Mdiieh  it  will  appear  how  that  matter  was  underftood  at 
firft,  for  it  is  very  particular,  that  not  one  of  the  pcrfons  firft 
appointed  to  the  civil  offices  was  a  Teaman,  and  though  great 
ftrefs  has  been  laid  upon  the  appointment  of  the  prcfent  chap« 
lains,  who  have  neither  of  them  been  at  fea. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  firft  chaplain  that  ever  waa 
appointed,  namelv,  Mr.  Stubbs,  was  never  at  fea  ;  his  fon 
has  been  at  your  oar^  and  proved  it  to  be  fo,  in  addition  to 
the  proof  in  the  lift  on  your  table.  Dr.  Campbell,  who  waa 
appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  had  been  at  fea  only  a  few 
months,  and  then  left  his  fhip,  and  was  run  upon  the  (hip's 
books  as  a  deferter :  I  have  here  in  my  hand  a  proof  of  this 
faft,  namely,  a  copy  of  an  order  from  the  admiralty  to  take  ' 
ofF  his  R.  without  which  he  could  not  receive  his  pay« 

Were  thefe  two  difabled  feamen  ? — And  was  it  ever  urged 
as  an  accufation  againft  Prince  George  of  Denmark  and  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  that  they  had  made  chaplains  contrary  to 
the  diredion  of  the  charter  f 

It  therefore  plainly  appears  that  precedent  is  on  my  fide  for 
the  appointment  of  landmen  to  the  civil  offices  of  the  hofpital, 
and  that  I  am  not  (as  Captain  Baillie  would  fain  make  your 
Lordihips  believe) .  the  firft  perpetrator  of  this  enormous 
crime ;  if  it  be  a  crime,  which  I  fliall  never  allow  it  to  be,  I 
infift  upon  it  that  I  am  lefs  guilty  than  any  one  of  my  prede- 
cefTors  ;  I  appeal  a^in  to  the  lift  of  tbe  appointments,  from 
the  original  infiitution  of  the  hofpital,  as  an  irrefiftible  proof 
of  this  aifertion. 

As  a  farther  illuftration  of  this  matter,  I  will  have  recourfe 
to  the  account  of  the  officers  now  in  being,  and  fee  whether 
the  firft  lords  of  the  admiralty  who  have  appointed  them^ 
have  been  more  attentive  than  me  to  the  words  of  the  char- 
ter, or  whether  they  have  not  put  the  fame  interpretation  upon 
the  words  that  I  have  done.  There  are  now  twenty-nine 
civil  officers,  fourteen  of  which  have  been .  appointed  by  mej 
of  thefe  fourteen,  eleven  are  not  feafaring  men,  namely. 
The  Auditor,  Brewer,  Cook's  Mate, 

Two  Chaplains^       Butler's  Mate,     Scullery  Man, 
Steward,  Cook,  His  Mate, 
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Of  the  remaining  fifteen,  which  have  been  put  in  by  other 
Lords,  ten  have  never  been  at  fea,  namely. 
The  Secretary,      Porter,  Cook, 

Difpenfcr,     Two  Matrons,       Cook's  Mate, 
Surveyor,       Butler's  Mate,        Scullery  Man's  Mite. 

Your  Lordfliips  will  obferve  that  of  the  eleven  landbien 
appointed  by  me,  three  are  of  thofe  ibrt  of  offices  that  can- 
not be  filled  by  feamen,  namely,  the  auditor,  organift»  and 
brewer ;  and  out  of  the  ten  landmen  named  by  my  predecef- 
fors,  there  is  only  one«  the  furveyor,  who  might  not  hare  been 
a  feamen  ;  for  I  confider  the  two  women  under  the  fame  pre- 
dicament, as  they  might  have  been  the  widows  of  feamen. 

What  then  does  all  this  mighty  char^  amount  to  ? — Why, 
that  m  confequence  of  a  conftant  fenirs  of  precedents  from 
the  original  exiftence  of  the  hofpital,  I  have  appointed  eight 
landmen  to  civil  offices;  while -there  is  a  majority  of  civil 
officers  in  being  who  are  landmen,  and  who  bave  been  ap- 
pointed by  other  firft  lords  of  the  admiralty. 

Had  a  fingle  landman  ever  been  admitted  as  art  objeA  of 
the  charity,  that  is  to  fay,  as  a  penfioner  or  a  military  officer, 
I  (ball  acknowledge  it  would  have  been  a  notorious  and  (can- 
dalous  abufe,  but  I  d^fy  the  moft  rigid  enquirer  to  prove,  that 
any  one  perfon  under  that  defcription  has  ever  been  admitted 
tinder  my  adminiftration  of  the  office  of  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty. 

Third  PwW.^-Thc  next  charge  is, "  the  allowing  the  clerks 
and  under  officers  to  lodge  in  the  hofpital,**  but  this  is  much 
blended  with,  and,  in  a  manner,  anfwered  by  what  I  havefaid 
on  the  former  article  \  I  will  therefore  only  add,  that  as  the 
number  of  the  penfioners  has  been  encreafing  gradually,  from 
forty  to  near  two  thoufand  two  hundred,  a  proportionable  in- 
creafe  has  been  neceiTary  in  clerks  and  other  officers  to  carry 
on  bufinefs ;  thefe  people  muft  be  fuhfifted,  and  by  being  in 
the  hofpital  they  are  more  at  hatid,  ahd  fave  the  expence  of 
houfe  rent,  which  muft  be  paid  for  them  if  they  lodged  in  the 
town  ;  were  there  a  penfioner  lefs  in  rhe  hofpital  upon  their 
account  it  would  be  an  abufe,  but  it  has  been  proved  to  yoar 
Lordfhips  that  the  number  of  penfioners  has  not  been  limited 
by  the  want  of  room  to  lodge  them,  but  by  the  deficiency  of 
the  revenue  there  was  to  maintain  them. 

Fourth  Point, — The  next  charge  is,  **  that  I  have  turned  a 
deaf  car  to  complaints,  and  have  refufed  to  redr^fs  the  grie- 
vances of  the  hofpital/*  How  is  tlys  attempted  to  be  proved  P 
Why  by  Captain  Baillie's  finale  tdtimony  at  your  Lord(bips* 
bar,  which  teftimony  is  in  direA  contradidion  to  his  own 
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publication ;  for  there  it  appears,  that  when  there  was  a  com- 
plaint againft  Mr.  Tbbctfbn,  for  having  obtained  an  order 
from  the  direftors  to  remove  fome  of  the  cabins  of  the  pcn»- 
lioncrs,  in  order  to  extend  his  apartments,  I  immediately 
took  upon  me  to  fuperfedc  the  order,  dire£led  the  cabins  to 
be  rcinftated,  and  (hewed  my  dilapprobation  of  the  conduft 
of  Mr.  Ibbctfon  and  the  direftors,  by  every  means  I  had  in 
my  hands ;  for  I   not  only  infilled  that  the  cabins  fhould  be 

fut  into  their  original  ftate,  but  called  a  general  court,  where 
notified  to  them,  that  I  thought  the  dirtftors  had  exceeded 
their  power,  and  that  I  (hould  expefl,  for  the  future,  they 
would  not  make  any  alteration  in  the  hofpital,  without  the 
ian£lion  of  a  general  court. 

What  other  grievances  have  been  brought  before  me,  and 
negleSed  by  roe,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  fay  ;  this,  however,  I  know, 
that  all  bufinefs  concerning  the  hofpital,  that  has  come  to  my 
hands,  I  have  regulaiiy  laid  before  the  general  court :  I  did 
fb  by  Captain  Baillie's  complaint,  though  it  is  a  libel  upon 
myfelf,  and  upon  ahnoft  every  officer  of  the  hofpital. 

And  here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  upon  Captain  Bail'-' 
lie's  art  and  contrivance  to  prove  that  I  have  not  redreifed 
grievances ;  he  tells  your  Lordlhips  that  I  was  (b  bcfct  by 
his  enemies,  that  the  channels  of  information  were  choaked 
-up  ;  fb  that  in  order  to  cenfure  me  for  not  redreffing  what  he 
thought  to  be  abufcs,  he  is  obliged  to  own  that  the  knowledge 
of  them  never  reached  me. 

But  what  right  has  Captain  Baillie  to  fuppofe  that  the  chan- 
nels were  choaked  up,  and  that  complaints  could  not  reach 
mc  ?  There  is  nothing  but  his  own  bare  ailertion  for  the  fa£^, 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  your  Lordlhips  will  allow  that  my 
ailertion  to  the  contrary  deferves  at  leaft  as  much  credit  at 
his ;  bcfides,  the  proceedings  upon  your  table  (hew  the  falfc- 
hooid  of  his  aflertions,  as  they  prove  that  the  complaint 
againft  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  and  his  own  libel  againft  me,  did  come 
to  my  hands,  and  that  I  gave  immediate  rcdrcfs  in  one  cafe, 
and,  in  the  other,  ordered  a  moft  accurate  and  ftrift  enquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  fafts,  before  I  thought  myfelf  juftificd  to 
form  an  opinion. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  fubjcft,  without  faying  a  word  or 
two  to  prevent  your  Lordlhips  from  thinking  unfavourably 
of  Mr.  Ibbetfonj  on  account  of  the  removal  of  the  cabins, 
as  that  matter  has  been  magnified  by  Captain  Baillie  (for 
there  his  art  confifts ;  he  always  makes  a  mountain  of  a  mold 
)iill,  and  endeavours  to  lead  the  world  to  believe,  that  be  \i 
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the  only  refqrmer,  and  that  no  one  has  the  ^ntereft  of  the 
penfioners  at  heart  but  himfelf )  I  fay,  as  this  affair  has  been 
inagnified  by  him,  I  am  perfuadcd  that  fome  of  your  Lord- 
fl),ips  will  think  that  this  was  a  mere  tyrannical  a£t  of  Mr, 
Jbbetfon's,  ^.nd  that  it  was  done  to  make  his  apartments  more 
elegant  and  fpacioiK,  and  that  the  men  were  turned  out  of 
doors  to  Ihift  for  themfelves.  The  real  faft  is,  that  from 
the  great  increafe  of  bufinefs,  by  the  additional  number  of 
officers,  and  peniioners,  the  bufinefs  of  the  fecretary  has  been 
fo  greatly  augmented,  that  he  had  not  room  for  his  papers, 
or  for  his  clerks  to  do  their  bufineis,  and  he  was  the  more 
/tricightened,  a$  the  place  that  had  been  ufed  by  his  predecef- 
fors  lor  their  clerks  and  papers,  had  been  taken  away  and  con- 
verted into  apartments  for  a  lieutenant^  By  laying  this  cafe 
before  the  direftors^  they  thought  proper  to  accommodate 
J^jm,  by  removing  eight  or  nine  cabins,  and  putting  the  pen- 
loners  into  as  convenient  habiutions  in  another  part  cf  the 
4iorpitaU 

Fifth  Point. — The  pext  charge  is,  ^*  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  ;"  for  as  to  the  partiality  or  impartiality  of  their 
proceedings,  T  ihall  not  enter  into  a  minute  difcuflion  of  that 
matter^  not  being  pcrfonally  concerned  in  it.  With  regard 
to  the  mode  of  appointment,  I  aver  that  the  utmoft  attention 
was  paid  by  me  to  its  being  fo  compofed  as  to  be  likely  to  do 
the  ftri£left  juftice  between  all  parties,  I  wifhed  to  have  no 
fhare  in  the  nomination,  left  it  fliogld  be  fufpcftcd  that  I 
meant  tp  influence  their  judgment ;  nay,  fo  far  did  I  carry 
this  delicacy,  that  I  defired  Captain  Baillie  himfelf  to  name 
the  whole  committee,  and  it  w$is  not  till  his  rpfufal  to  do  fo, 
tliat  I  thought  of  propofing  any  gentleman  for  one  of  the 
committee ;  thofe  1  did  propofe  to  the  general  court  arc  all  of 
them  m^n  of  fortune  and  reputation,  and  particularly  fuch  as 
had  no  iqimediate  conneftion  with  the  naval  department; 
and,  before  they  were  approved  by  the  court.  Captain  Baillie 
was  4t{ired  to  obje£t  to  any,  or  to  all  of  them,  and  to  name 
Other  perfons  to  be  appointed  in  their  room.  Has  this  the  ap- 
pearafice  of  partiality  on  my  fide ;  and  does  my  conduct,  in 
this  particular,  d^ferve  to  be  treated  as  violent,  arbitrary,  and 
oppreflive  ? 

But  C^P^^'iQ  Baillie  fays,  the  committee  ought  not  io  be 
diofen  out  of  the  direftors,  becaufe  they  arc  accufed  in  his 
book,  and  therefore  are  parties  concerned  :  how  do  I  know 
but  that  he  accufed  them  purpofely ,  to  h^ve  %  |>reteoce  |o  dif- 
l^p^fy  theip  from  bein^  his  judges  ? 
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But,  pray  allow  me  to  a(k  yOnr  Lor^fllips,  wh6  c6i^  tke 
committee  be  chofen  out  of,  but  the  direAors,  whofc  profef* 
fed  bufinefs  it  is  to  fuperintetid  the  management  of  tho  hofpi* 
tal,  and  to  enquire  into  and  red refs  the  grievances  that  ai% 
ever  complained  of  ?  Who  would  hav^  concerned  themfetv^H 
in  ity  if  they  had  not } — ^I  am  certain  there  exifti  n6  perteli| 
but  the  direftors,  who  would,  or  could,  have  undertaken  the  * 
talk;  therefore  Captain  BaillieS  objeAing  to  them  was,  ill 
other  words,  objcfting  to  the  enquiry,  yirhich  be  knew,  whtfA 
it  was  gone  into,  would  fheW  that  his  accufations  vrttQ  ilidftl]^ 
nugatory,  falfe,  and  infidious* 

As  to  their  enquiring  into  the  charges  againft  thvmielves^ 
it  was  never  intended  they  Ihould  do  foj  and  your  Lordfhipt 
have  heard,  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  C5uft,  afnd  Sir  William 
James,  that  they^aw  it  themfelves  in  that  lights  and  examindt 
only  into  thofe  charges  in  which  there  was  no  aocofatioft 
againft  the  dire^ors. 

Upon  the  whole,  concerning  the  appoint^Hent  of  this  coin* 
mittee,  I  muft  appeal  to  your  Lordmips,  whether  it  does  ap^ 
pear  to  you  that  1  exerted,  or  had  it  in  my*  power  to  tfj^erf^ 
any  undue  influence  over  thefe  gentlemen ;  and  whether  it 
was  pof&ble  for  me  to  purfue  any  method  more  likely  than 
this,  to  examine  fully  into,  and  afterwards  redrefs,  the  grie^ 
vances,  if  any  real  grievances  there  were,  of  which  Captdift 
Baillie  had  complained.  Had  I  joined  in  with  his  idea^  and 
been  of  opinion  that  the  direftors-  were  improper  etaminers^ 
the  enquiry  would  have  been  qualhed,  which  I  firmly  belicvfc 
Was  Captain  Baillic's  with,  though  it  t^as  far  from  being 
mine.  I  then  fhould  have  deferved  the  imputation  of  (htit^ 
ting  mv  ears  to  complaints,  and  difcoaragtng  enquiries  :  sfs  it 
is,  I  flatter  myfelf  your  Lordfhips  will  acquit  me  of  that 
imputation. 

My  Lords,  I  fear  it  will  be  impoflible  for  me  to  tf»ke  any 
reparation  to  your  Lordfhips  for  the  trouble  I  have  given  you 
in  this  long  difcuffion ;  I  fnall,  however,  have  fome  claiM  to 
forgivcnefs,  when  I  inform  you  that  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble 
you  with  a  lioglc  witnefs  in  fupport  of  the  defence  I  have 
made  upon  any  of  thefe  points,  refting  my  caiife  entirely  upoil 
the  evidence  already  given. 

Sixth  Point.-^Thttt  are  two  other  points  remaining,  o% 
nrhich,  I  belike,  I  muft  bring  a  few  witnefles.  It  ftands  ift 
evidence,  that  '^  expreilions  of  intinudation  have  befe  made 
ufr  of,  as  from  me  to  Mr.  Le  Fevre,  tsiA  others*** 
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Though  no  one  pretends  that  he  ever  heard  me  ufc  any 
fuch  expreffions,  it  will  be  neccflary  for  me  to  alk  Mr. 
Cooke,"  whether  he  had  any  authority,  from  me  to  ufe  any 
snena^tng  expreffions  towards  thofe  who  fided  with  Captaia 
Blillie;  and  whether  he  ever  heard  any  fuch  expreffions 
come  out  of  my  mouth  to  him,  or  to  any  one  elfe  ? 
'  'Seventh  Point. — The  other  remaining  point  is  *^  the  nego- 
tiation with  Mr.  Murphy  and  Mr.  Butler  :**  the  fafts  rcU' 
tive  to  this  bufinefs  have  been  fo  well  explained  at  your  bar, 
that  I  ftiall  make  only  one  obfervation  upon  the  evidence  al- 
ready given  your  Lordfliips,  by  begging  you  to  recolleft,  that 
it  is  to  be  proved  that  Captain  Baillie  authorifed  his  two  coon- 
icl,  Mr.  Bearcroft  and  Mr.  Murphy,  to  negotiate  with  mc, 
which  they,  or  one  of  them,  did,  long  ago,  through  Mr.  Gar- 
tick,  Dr.  Shepherd,  and  Mr.  Brown ;  and  though  Mr.  Mur- 
phy and  Mr.  Butler  agree  invariably  in  faying  that  the  mo- 
tion came  from  Murphy  to  Butler,  and  not  from  Butler  to 
Murphy,  Captain  Baillie  has  thought  proper  to  endeavour  to 
prove  that  I  was  the  firft  mover  in  it,  though  it  has  been 
proved,  as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day,  that  he  knew  the 
contrary  faft  to  be  true. 

'  Here  I  muft  trouble  your  Lordfhips  to  call  Mr.  Murphy 
and  Mr.  Butler  again  to  your  bar,  not  fo  much  becaufe  I  want 
any  farther  evidence  from  them  with  regard  to  my  own  con- 
du&,  as  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  juftifying 
themfelves  from  the  mifreprefentations  that  have  been  made 
by  Captain  Baillie,  in  that  harangue  that  he  was  allowed  (in 
my  opinion  very  irregularly)  to  make  to  your  Lordfhips  to- 
wards the  conclufion  of  the  bufinefs  on  Friday  laft. 
:  I  fhall  alfo  call  Dr.  Shepherd  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  prove 
that  they  were  employed  to  negotiate  with  me  long  before 
Mr.  Butler  knew  any  thing  oi  this  bufinefs. 

Having  mentioned  Captain  Baillie*s  harangue,  which  I  fup- 
*pofe  is  to  be  confidered  as  evidence,  having  been  given  in  upon 
oath  at  your  Lordfhips'  bar,  I  muft  fay  a  fingle  word  upon 
an  exprcffion  or  two  in  that  harangue,  in  which  my  name  has 
been  introduced.  Captain  Baillie  endeavours  to  prove  that 
)ie  is  not  of  a  violent  and  \ingovernable  temper,  by  two  cir- 
curiiftances,  namely,  that  he  has  formerly  received  letters 
from  mc,  approving  his  conduA  in  the  hofpital,  and  that  there 
are  particular  ftrong  words  in  his  warrant,  which /ays,  that 
they  who  appoint  him  place  a  truft  in  his  care,  prudence,  and 
Tignance« 
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As  to  my  letters,  let  them  fpeak  for  themfclves ;  when  I 
thought  Captain  Baillie  was  io  the  right,  I  told  him  fo;  but 
is  it  impoiBble  to  form  a  good  opinion,  and  to  alter  it  after- 
wards ?  and  am  I,  or  any  man,  pinned  down  by  a  letter  writ- 
ten fome  years  ago,  to  applaud  the  a£tions  of  a  man  as  long 
as  he  lives,  let  him  behave  in  ever  fo  extravagant  a  manner  } 
The  truth  is,  I  have  altered  my  opinion  of  Captain  Baillie, 
aod  find  him,  by  experience,  to  be  a  man  of  a  very  unhappy 
temper,  which  makes  it  impoffible  for  him,  even  when  he 
means  what  is  right,  to  avoid  bringing  confufion  and  anar-* 
chy  into  whatever  he  undertakes. 

As  to  the  words  in  the  warrant,  furely  he  muft  be  driven 
very  clofe,  to  catch  at  fuch  a  draw  :  why,  my  Lords,  thofe 
words  are  nothing  but  mere  common  form,  and  are,  I  con- 
clude, inferted  in  every  warrant,  to  every  one  of  his  predccef- 
fors  ;  it  is  juft  the  fame  thing  as  if  I  were  to  fay  that  I  w^as 
of  the  royal  family,  becaufe,  in  the  patent  by  which  I  hold 
ray  office,  his  Majefty  ftilcs  me  his  dearly-beloved  coufin. 

Captain  BatUie,  at  his  conclufion,  favs,  I  have  attacked  his 
profei&onal  character ;  I  deny  the  faa  ;  I  know  notlilng  of 
him  as  an  officer,  good  or  bad  ;  but,  though  I  have  not  at- 
tacked his  charader,  he  feems  to  forget  how  much  he 
has  attacked  mine,  and  that  it  would  not  have  been  a  very 
extraordinary  thing  for  me  to  have  retaliated. 

It  is,  however,  full  time  for  me  tofinifh  ;  I  fhall  proceed 
thtftefore  to  call  my  witncffes. 

Lord  Forte/cue  moved,  that  "  the  paper  now  read  by  ihe  tord  ?•»> 
noble  Earl,  as  his  fpeech,  be  laid  upon  the  table,'*    After  a"'/'^** 
ihort  debate,  this  motion  was  over-ruled. 

Doftor  shepherd  then  appeared  at  the  bar,  and,  in  anfwcrOoaor 
to  a  fingle  queftionfrom  Lord  Sandwich,  gave  the  committee  ■^^^Z'*'^'' 
to  tinderftand,  that  he  had  a  law-fuit  tried  at  Norwich  laft 
Midfummcr  affizcs ;  that  he  faw  Mr.  Murphy  there,  he  being 
employed  as  one  of  his  counfel ;  that,  juft  before  the  begin- 
ning of  November  term  laft,  he  rode  up  to  London,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  Murphy,  at  his  chambers  at  Lincoln*s-Inn ;  that 
Mr.  Murphy  pointed  to  sv  bundle  of  papers  in  his  room,  and 
faid  they  concerned  a  friend  of  his,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ; 
that  they  were  the  charges  of  Captain  Baillie,  refpefling  the 
jnifmanagement  of  Greenwich  Hofpital ;  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  for  hijs  Lordihip  to  make  up  the  mat* 
ter  ;  that  he  would  undertake  that  Captain  Baillie  (hould  re« 
fign  all  his  papers,  and  quit  his  place  in  the  hofpital  quietly, 
U  Lord  Sandwich  would  give  him  an  equivalent ;  and  that 
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lie  heartily  wfltcd  he  would  tell  his  Lordlhlp  as  much.  Dr. 
Shepherd  added,  that  he  made  no  reply  ;  that,  foon  after  he 
left  Mr.  Murphy,  he  confidered  of  the  matter,  and-rcfolved 
not  to  mention  it  to  Lord  Sandwich,  being  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  not  be  for  his  Lordfhip*s  honour  to  come  into  a  pri- 
vate compromife  in  an  af!air  which  had  been  urged  agaiaft 
him  as  a  matter  of  public  accufation. 
^Mr^af  Launceht  John  Brown  (commonly  better  known,  wc  bc- 
7.  rtmn,  ^j^^^^  y^^  ^^^  name  of  capabitity  Brown)  was  next  called,  and 
proved,  that  he  was  in  Scrle*s  cofFee-houfc  in  the  early  part 
of  the  winter,  he  believed  the  very  day,  or  the  day  after,  that 
the  rule  had  beendifcharged,  withcofts,in  the  court  of  King's- 
bench  ;  that  there  were  fevcral  gentlemen  prcfent ;  that  thr 
COnverfation  turned  on  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  Captain 
Baillie's  book  ;  that  Mr.  Murphy  was  prefcnt,  and  talked  of 
the  rule  having  been  di (charged  ;  that  he,  the  witnefs,  faid, 
he  thought  Captain  Baillie  had  gained  a  defeat,  alluding  to 
the  little  good  which  he  imagined  Captain  Baillie  could  poffi- 
bly  derive  from  the  recent  event  in  the  court  of  King*s-bcnch. 
That  Mr.  Murphy  took  him  afide,  and  propofed  terms  ct 
accommodation,  begging  him  to  mention  them  to  Lord  Sand- 
wich ;  that  he,  in  confequence.  did  mention  them  to  kii 
Lordfhip,  who  faid  he  would  liften  to  no  fuch  matter. 
Edw.Star^  Edward  BcoTcro ft,  ECq^,  [the  counfel]  was  the  third  wltnefV 
«r»^r,  Efq.  examined,  and  after  flating  that  he  had  been  one  of  Ciptain 
Baillie's  counfel,  and  Mr.  Murphy  another,  in  the  court  of 
King's-bcnch,  he  demurred  to  anfwering  any  queftions  rela- 
tive to  the  negotiation,  declaring  that  all  he  knew^  refpefiinf 
the  matter,  he  knew  merely  as  Captain  Baillie's  counfel,  and 
he  prefumed  he  ought  not  to  be  examined,  unlefs  Captaia 
Baillie  gave  his  confent  that  he  (hould  fpeak  all  he  knew. 
^"V^'ct  ^^^^  °^  Sandwich  faid  he  had  no  wilh  to  examine  Mr, 
'*  *"'  '  Bearcroft  farther,  without  Captaia  Baillie^s  confent ;  butdc- 
iired  Captain  Baillie  might  come  to  the  bar,  and  have  tlie 
queftion  put  to  him. 
c«pt.  B0U'  Captain  Baillie ^  as  before,  declared  h^  had  no  (ccrcts  what* 
ever,  and  therefore  not  only  confented  that  Mr.  Bearcrcft 
fhould  fpeak,  but  begged  him  to  fpeak  cfut  generally  to  all  itf 
knew,  and  conceal  noting.  I 

Mr.  Btar-       Mr.  Bearcroft  then  went  on  to  ftatc,  that,  as  counfel  f<d 
""S^*         Captain  Baillie,  he  had  been  ftruck  with  a  defire  to  fcrve  bimd 
that  the  moft  likely  means  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  eftft- 
ing  an  acconuDodation  with  tiord  Sandwich  ;  that  it  wad 
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propofcd  to  Captain  Baillie ;  that  he  muft  do  Captain  Q^iHtc 
the  juftice  to  fay,  he  was  ftrongly  avcrfc  to  acceding  to  any 
fuch  mcafure  at  nrft  ;  that  at  length  he  did  confcnt  that  he 
Iliould  at  a  diftance  found  the  oppofite  counfel  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  ;  that,  being  determined  himfelf  to  aft  no  othcrwife  but 
ftriftly  confident  with  his  charafter  as  a  counfel,  he  deter- 
mined to  go  no  farther  than  barely  founding  the  counfel  em* 
ployed  on  the  other  iide  ;  that  he  did  fo,  but  was  delicate 
in  his  manner  of  doing  it ;  and  that,  for  certain  reafons  re* 
fpefting  himfelf,  he  chofe  to  decline  afting  further  as  a 
negotiator. 

It  was  then  propofed  to  call  Mr.  Murphv,  who  came  to 
the  bar  ;  but  the  t>uke  of  Richmond  defired  to  know  to  what  Duke  of 
points  Mr,  Murphy  was  Intended  to  be  examined,  declaring  *«^«*'* 
that  if  he  was  to  be  called  again  to  the  fame  points  that  he 
had  before  fpoken  to,  it  would  be  irregular  to  permit  it ;  that 
Mr.  Murphy  had  already  made  three  long  fpeeches,  and 
ought  now  only  to  give  fhort  and  direft  anfwers ;  that  if  he 
attempted  to  do  otherwife  he  would  interrupt  him. 

This  produced  a  warm  debate.  Earl  of  Sandwich  complained  Sari  of 
of  the  noble  Duke's  interrupting  him  in  his  examination  oi^^^^'^h 
witneiTes,  declaring  he  had  not  in  anv  manner  difturbed  his 
Grace,  while  he  had  been  queftioning  his  evidence ;  that  Mr. 
Murphy  ought  to  be  as  much  at  liberty  to  fpeak  at  large 
now,  as  he  was  when  the  noble  Duke  called  him  to  the  bar, 
and  that  if  the  noble  Duke  perfifted  in  his  objeftion,  he  would 
.  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Duke  of  Richmond  replied,  that  he  would  not  be  bullied  Duke  of 
out  of  what  was  his  right,  by  any  Lord  threatening  to  take  ^KbnuU. 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe.     His  Grace  was  called  to  order ; 
Whereupon  he  moved  that  the  witnefs  withdraw,  and  then,  in 
a  more  calm  and  collefted  manner,  reworded  what  he  had 
faid,  and  made  a  fhort  fpeech  in  juftification  of  ir.  ^ 

At  length  Hit  l^oxii  Chancellor  rofe,  and  faid  he  had  known  Lord  a^n. 
Mr.  Murphy  a  long  time ;  that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  as  per-  ^U^r* 
feft  honour,  and  as  clear  integrity,  as  any  one  man  living  ; 
that  his  underftanding  and  his  profelGonal  abilities  were  equal 
to  his  integrity  ;  he  fubmitted  it  therefore  to  the  committee, 
whether  it  were  right,  or  becoming  their  dignity,  to  treat  wit- 
neiles  with  cruelty,  merely  becaufe  they  had  power  ?  He.  fub- 
mitted it  alfo  to  their  coniideration,  whether  gentlemen 
of  the  law,  who  came  to  their  bar,,6ught  not  to  oe  treated 
with  the  cpQiaiQi^  (^ourtefy  doe  to  every  gentleman,  in  every 
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fituation,  and  while  in  that  Houfe,  to  be  coniideredjas  perfon! 
under  their  Lofdfliips'  proteftion,  and  therefore  fccure  in  re- 
turning from  the  bar  of  that  Houfe  with  as  unfullicd  a  nam( 
and  as  quiet  a  mind  as  they  brought  to  it.  Having  laid  dow! 
thcfe  confiderations,  he  aiked  whether  it  were  confiftcnt  wid; 
that  courtefy  to  gentlemen  (who  were  witncfles)  which  h 
had  mentioned,  to  declare,  that  they  ought  to  be  given  10 un- 
dcrftand,  that  they  were  not  to  make  long  fpeeches,  but  thai 
if  they  were  to  give  any  other  than  direft  and  ftiort  anfwcrs, 
they  would  be  interrupted  ?  He  avowed  that  he  pcrfcflly  re- 
membered Mr.  Murphy's  evidence,  but  that  he  did  not  recol- 
•  Icft^ when  Mr.  Murphy  had  been  laft  examined,  that  afingfc 
fyllable  had  fallen  from  him  more  than  was  ncceffary ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  recolleftcd  that  his  evidence  was  remarkably 
coUefted,  fenfible,  and  to  the  point.  He  appealed  therefore 
to  the  commitrtee,  but  more  particularly  to  the  heart  of  his 
friend,  the  noble  Duke,  if  he  might  take  the  liberty  of  calling 
him  fo,  whether  fuch  condud,  or  fuch  language,  was  proper 
■  on  the  prefent  occafion  ? 
Duke  of  Dukt  of  Richmond  mzdc  awarm  anfwer,  declaring  he  dcfpifed 
itiibmoad,  ^^y  f^^j^  invidious  infmuation,  as  that  he  treated  any  pcriba 
with  cruelty, merely  becaufe  hehtfd  power;  and  that  if  thatvas 
the  firft  inftance  of  his  Lordihip's  fricndihip,  he  made  00 
fcruplc  to  fay  he  preferred  his  enmity. 

The  debate  now  became  defultory,  and  was  mixed  witH 
much  perfonal  acrimony. 

Adjourned  to  the  17th.  i 

May  17.  I 

Greenwich  Hofpltal  bufinefs  refumed.  | 

fAt.Mur-       Mr.  Murphy  was  called  to  the  bar,  in  order  to  cxcul-j 
f^'  pate  himfelf  from  the  charges  contained  in  Captain  Bail- 

lie's  addrefs  to  their  Lordffiips,   relative  to  the  negotiatioiu 
in  which  he  was  concerned  between  the  captain  and  Lou 
Sandwich. 

The  witnefs  contended,  that  no  fecrecy  was  impofed  upoi 
him  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  tlie  a<^miralty  ;  thath( 
neverthelefs  thought  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  himtoob' 
ferve  a  profound  fecrecy  to  every  perfon  but  the  negotiatinj 
parties  ;  that  he  was  determined,  as  much  as  pofGble  that  hi 
name  fliould  never  be  mentioned,  and  to  put  it  beyond  a  poi5* 
bility  of  any  fuch  imputation,  he  had  chofen  ihatMr.Butic 
fhould  be  prefent  when  he  communicated  what  had  f2&^ 
between  him  and  Lord  Sandwich  to  Captain  Baillie. 

4  Captaia 
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Captain  Baillie  immediately  confented  to  the  propofition 
of  obferving  fecrecy,  and  therefore  he  was  by  no  means  an- 
Twcrable,  if  ady  thing  which  had  happened  nad  got  out  inlo 
the  world; 

He  laid  that  the  meeting  between  hini  and  Butler,  the  firft 
time,  at  Serlc*s  cofFee-houfe,  was  purely  accidental ;  yet  he 
acknowledged  that  Captain  Baillie  feemed  t6  have  entertain-^ 
ed  a  different  opinion,  and  frequently  fuggeftcd  his  fufpicions, 
that  the  meeting  at  Serlc's,  on  the  part  of  Butler,  was  medi- 
tated, and  with  defign. 

He  allowed,  that  Captain  Baillie  thought  that  Lord  Sand- 
tO-ich's  offering  him  an  equivalent  was  a  proof  that  he  looked 
upon  him  in  the  light  of  an  innocent  man ;  but  for  his  (the 
Witnefs's)  own  part,  he  interpreted  it  and  received  it  in  a  con- 
trary fciife  ;  for  he  imagined  it  flowed  purely  from  a  gene- 
rous difpdfition  in  the  noble  Lord.  Mf.  Murphy  now  en-  ' 
tercd  into  a  very  long  and  irrelative  account  of  his  fevcral 
endeavours  to  enter  into  a  negotiation,  bjfore  the  fafts  10, 
Which  he  was  examined  took  plac^,  which  could  afford  very 
little  entertainment  to  the  reader. 

The  next  point  he  fpoke  to  was  the  intended  examination 
of  Mr.  Butler,  as  fuggefled  by  him  to  Captain  Baillie,  which 
he  complained  of  in  very  ftrong  terms*  He  faid  it  was  his 
duty,  as  counfel  for  his  client,  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  lervc 
him,  and  he  very  little  expe£ted  that  what  he  had  advifcd  in 
the  way  of  his  profcflion  would  have  ever  been  produced 
againft  him  in  a  cdurt  of  juilice,  in  order  to  invalidate  his 
tcftimony.  The  qucftions  were  framed  merely  to  extort  di- 
rect and  dry  anfwers  to  matters  of  fa£t  :  Captain  Baillie 
knew  tlie  purpofe,  and  he  confcflcd  his  aftonifhmcnt,  when  he 
heard  that  fuch  a  paper  had  been  produced  bv  a  noble  Duke 
[Richmond]  in  contradif^ion  to  the  evidence  he  had  delivered 
at  their  Lordfhips*  bar.  He  hoped,  however,  that,  in  order 
to  juftify  himfelf,  he  might  be  indulged  with  a  fight  of  the 
paper. — Some  fymptomsof  diforder  appearing  within  the  bar, 
indicative  of  a  difapprobation  of  granting  Mr.  Murphy's  re- 
qucft,  he  repeated  again,  that  he  thought  jufticc  entitled  him 
to  a  fight  of  the  paper. 

Duke  of  Richmond  conicndcd  that  no  witnefs  could  juftly  Dukeof; 
claim  any  fuch  right.  Rtdm^nd. 

Earl  Bathurji  inlifted,  that,    as  the  paper  in  queflion  had  Ewl  Ba* 
}>ecn  produced  in  order  to  invalidate  Mr.  Murphy's  evidence,  '*"'^- 
he  had  a  right  to  fee  it ;  becaufe  otherwife  it  would  be  im^ 
-    Vol.  XIL  B  b  b  pofEblc 


Digitized  by 


Google 


37^  PARLIAMENTARY        A.  1719. 

poflible  ta  clear  himfelf  from  charges  of  which  he  could 
have  but  a  very  impcrfcft  knowledge  or  rccoUedion. 
^"I^VL        ^^^^^  of  Richmond's  chief  obieftion  to  the  produftion  of. 
the  paper  was,  that  though  a  fight  of  the  paper  might  be 
granted  as  a  matter  of  favour,  it  could  not  be  demanded  as 
a  matter  of  right.     His  Grace  very  ably  diftinguillied  be- 
tween the  right  of  a  witnefs  and  a  culprit  upon  a  criminal 
charge,   having  a  copy  of  a  direft   or  indire£l   accufatloii 
made  againft  hiiii  ;  and,  he  believed,  he  need  not  remind  the 
learned  Lord  that  the  conlradiftion  between  the  parole  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Murphy  and  the  written  tcftimony,  or  the 
queftions  diftated  by  Murphy  to  Butler,  did  not,  or  could  not 
afTed  him  farther  than  to  go  to  the  credit  of  his  tcftimony. 
As  to  the  paper  in  queftion,  he  had  it  not  in  his  poiTeflion, 
confequently  could  not  produce  it.     It  was  in*the  hands  of 
Captain  Baillic,  and  it  refted  with  him  whether  be  would 
produce  it  or  not. 
Cspt.  Bail'     Captain  Baiilie  was  ndw  called  to  the  bar,  and  having  faid 
^-  that  he  had  the  paper,  he  was  dcfired,  in  a  peremptory  man- 

Lofd  Bm-  ncr,  by  Lord  Bathurft  to  produce  it.     The  Captain  seplicd, 
i^fl'         that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  his  private  property,  and  was  of 

courfe  not  obliged  to  produce  it. 
Duke  or         Duke  of  i2/V^mo«// condemned  the  fudden  and  peremptory 
ikj.bmond.    jiianney  \^  which  the  learned  Lord  called  for  the  paper,  and 
reprehended  his  Lordlhip  for  his  diforder. 

This  produced  an  altercatory  debate,  in  which  the  Dokcs 

of  Richmond,  Grafton,  and  Lord  Sandwiofa,  the  Lord  Chao- 

ccllor,  and  the  Lords  Dudley,  Cheftcrfield,  Fortcfcue  and 

hoT^  Bst'  Effingham  bore  a  part ;  but  at  length  Lord  Batburji  gave  up 

^^  the  point,  and  confelTed^  that  Captain  Baiilie's  giving  up  the 

paper  muft  be  voluntary  and  not  by  compulHon. 
Captain  Captain  Baiilie  faid,  he  had  no  manner  of  objeftion  to  the 

hAiUa*       giving  up  the  paper,  but  there  were  fomc  menaorandums  up- 
on the  back  of  it  that  rendered  it  very  unfit  for  public  in- 
fpeAion. 
t.ard  CLm9'     This  produced  another  debate,  in  which  the  Lord  QMn- 
cdUrs         ^^yy^^.  ^^5 j^  ^^^  ^^  committee,  under  all  circumftances,  were 

entitled  to  a  fight  of  the  paper. 

Pulu   of        Duke  of  Ricbmondm^t  the  following  pointed  allufion  to 

Rhhm^^    the  learned  Lord  who  fpoke  lafl:.     Suppofc,  faid  his  Grace, 

the  memorandums  which  Captaiq  Baiilie  ftates  to  be  written 

on  the  back  of  the  paper,  (hould  contain  a  memorandum  of 

any  Lord  of  Parliainent  having  fent  for  a  brief  without  coni 

'  lent  of  the  party  whofe  cafe  it  referred  to^  have  t^c  comaut- 
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tee  a  right  to  a  view  of  fuch  a  nQemorandum  }  He  hoped, 
how  much  foever  fuch  ideas  and  praflices  might  prevail  out 
of  that  Houfe,  the  Englilh  Peerage  would  never  adopt  a 
mode  of  proceeding  that  muft  diigrace  them  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind. 

Lord  Chancellor  owned  that  he  was  the  Lord  of  Parlia-  Lord  a«|. 
ment  alluded  to,  but  the  fad  was  this  :  hearing  that  thc^^^' 
rule  moved  for  in  the  King's- bench  was  difcharged,  he  was 
fomewhat  furprized,  and  was  deiirous  to  know  the  ground  on 
which  the  court  of  King*s-bench  refufed  tp  grant  it.  For 
the  purpofc  of  being  informed  on  the  fubjeft,.  he  fent  to  Mr, 
Hargrave,  and  begs^ed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  arguments 
urged  in  behalf  of  Captain  Baillie,  one  of  his  counfel.  Mr. 
Hargrave  fent  him  his  brief,  which  contained  the  affidavits  in 
the  caufe.  After  entering  into  fome  other  particulars,  in  which 
he  gave  judgment  againfl  Captain  Baillic  and  the  opinion  q( 
the  court  of  King's-hench,  he  faid,  he  difdained  being  guilty  of 
any  thing  which  bore  the  moft  diftant  appearance  of  an  abufe 
of  office  or  a  perveriion  of  faw,  having  many  other  channels 
pf  procuring  that  fpecies  of  intelligence  which  he  fought. 

Duke  of  Richmtmd  p\fmed  down  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  Duke  of 
the  fa£t.  He  faid,  he  could  not  poffibly  dive  into  the  inten-  ^cbmnid* 
tions  of  other  men,  that  he  therefore  would  not  attempt,  or 
endeavour  to  interpret  the  real  motives  which  influenced 
other  perfons  in  their  conduct,  neither  the  noble  Lord's  or 
that  of  any  other.  It  was  not  hii  bufinefs  or  inclination  to 
make  criminal  charges  againft  his  Lordfliip,  or.  prefume  to 
affirm,  that  he  had  any  concealed  intention  of  doing  Captain 
Baillie  an  injury,  or  whether  it  was  a  mere  fo^eftion  arifing 
from  curiofity ;  but  this  be  could  fay  with  confidence  and 
unreferve,  and  without  a  poffibility  of  giving  the  learned 
]L.ord  offence,  that  Captain  Baillie's  brief  was  his  private 
property  and  private  purchafe  ;  that  having  paid  for  it,  no 
man  living  had  a  right  to  a  light  of  it  even  for  a  minute  ; 
and  that  no  man,  be  his  charaSer  or  rank  in  the  law  ever  fo 
great,  could  properly  demand  a  fight  of  it  without  fpccial 
permiffion  from  Captain  Baillie. 

L'Ord  Chancellor  replied,  that  the  matter,  as  a  point  of  law.  Lord  Gk«* 
was  totally  concluded  by  thedifcbargc  of  th^  rule  in  the^^'*^* 
King's-bencb,  and  therefore  a  fight,  perufal,  or  even  poiTeffion 
of  the  brief,  could  not  poffibly  atte£l  the  caufe  of  Captain 
Baillie. 

Lord  Fortefcue^  after  beflowing  ieveral  ftrong  expreffions  u^,^  jp^ 
jOn  the  conduft  of  the  learned  Lord^  obferved,  that  it  was  in  #«/<•«. 
9  b  b  a  the 
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the  power  of  the  King  to  make  a  Lord^  but  impoffible  for 
him  CO  make  a  gentleman. 

It  Was  at  length  agreed  that  Captain  BalUie  might  reuia 

the  pper  if  he  chofe.     Having,  however,  waved  his  right, 

becaufe  he  was  certain,  he  faid,  the  tnorc  fully  the  tranfac* 

tion  in  all  its  parts  was  inveftigated,  the  more  it  would  make  in 

his  favour,  the  captain  confented  to  the  delivery  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Mur^       Mr.  Murphy  was  accordingly  called  in.     The  fum  of  his 

f^'  evidence  was,  that  he  drew  up  the  paper  as  a  counfel  zealous 

to  fcrve  his  client,  and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  frame  quef* 

tions  the  beft  fuited  to  ferve  the  caufe  he  was  employed  in. 

Mr.  BtttUr.      Mr,  Butler  was  next  called  to  the  bar,  and  corroborated 

tlic  evidence  he  gave  on  his  former  examination. 
Rev.  Mr.       The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke  was  then  called  to  tlie  bar  to  relate 
^^^'*         whai  he  knew  of  the  matter,  and  exprei&d  the  fame  forget* 

fttlnefs  as  upon  every  other  former  occafioo. 
Capc.a«/i.      Captain  Chads  was  the  next  witnefs  examined,  and  he  re* 
membcred  every  thing  that  had  been  forgotten  by  every  other 
.    witnefs.     Captain  Chads  remembered,  that  Captain  Baillie 
was  not  only  a  very  troubldbme  but  a  ver^  indifferent  lieu- 
'    '       tenant-govertior,  and  that  bis  fate  was  precifely  m  every  re- 
fpe£t  correfpondent  to  his  deferts. .  Captain  Chads  fortunate-^ 
ly  mixed  confcience  and  pofit  together.     He  got  a  fbep  high- 
er, he  acknowledged,  by  fiaiUie's  removal  towards  the  poftof 
lieutenant-governor,  and  was  fo  fav«pred,  through  the  intc- 
t^ft  of  his  friends  in  the  liofpital,  as  to  procure  two  promo-* 
tions  for  his  family. 

Two  debates  enfued  oti  a  point  of  order  between  Lords 
Townfhend,  Dudley,  Effingham^  and  Forteicue  ;  and  the 
Jloufc,  after  fonifc  previous  confidtation,  adjourned  the  en- 
quiry into  the  manage|nent  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  to  the 
a7th  inftant* 

May  \%» 
No  debate.     Adjourned  to  the  21ft. 

May  ar. 
No  debate.     Adjourned  for  the  Whitfunday  }iotidays  to 
Wednefday  the  26th.    • 

iWJyy  26. 
Nothing  iflarerial. 

May  27. 

Marquis  of     Marquis  of  Rocklnghamy    previous  to  the  going  into  the 

K6ckinglam,  ordtx  of  the  dav,  rofc,  and  defired  that  the-  addrefs  of  that 

Houfc  to  his  Majefty  of  the  nth  inftant  might  be  read, 

'    with  his  Maje((y's  anfwer,  which  beit^  complied  widi,  he 

obferved,  it  was  with  infinite  aftoniihment  and  furprize  he 

'       '  faw 
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faw  that  oQoneftep  had  been  taken  in  that  important  bufi*  . 
ncfs,  though  more  than  a  fuU  fortnight  had  intervened  fiocC 
the  addcffs  palled  unanimouily,  and  adduced  this  cifcum* 
ftance,  as  a  recent  proof  of  the  grofs  inattention  of  mini- 
ftcrs  to  the  duty  of  their  ftations.  It  was,  he  faid,  no  lefs 
difrefpcfiful  to  their  Sovereign  and  that  Houfc,  than  i^njuri-T. 
cus  to  tke  peace,  profperity^  and  interefts  of  both  kingdoms* 

His  Lordfhip  then  i*ecapitulated  his  arguments  on  the  for- 
mer day,  and,  after  urging  them  in  the  flrongeft  and  moft 
forcible  terms,  flated,  feveral  additional  grounds  of  perfua- 
fion.  Me  obferved,  that  tliis  frefl)  inftance  of  duplicity  or 
total  negU^ft,  would  cxafperate  the  oppreffed  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  work  them  up  into  fiich  fucceflivc  paroxyfms  of  re- 
fcntment,  phrenzy,  and  defpair,  as  might  at  length  terminate 
in  a  civil  convnlfion,  which  would  (hake  the  government  of 
thefe  kingdoms  to  its  inmoft  foundations.  The  manufac- 
turers of  this  countrv  had  already,  by  their  clamours  with« 
out  doors  and  intereu  vviih'ui,  profcribed  the  trade  and  cona^^ 
jnercc  of  tlieir  brethren  in  Ireland.  Minifters  had  repeat- 
edly broke  their  moft^  folcmn  affurances,  and  amufcd  them  • 
from  fcflion  to  fcffion  with  4)romifes,  in  order  th«  morc-eafi- 
Jy  and  fafely  to  plunder  them  ;.yet  Ireland,  with  an  endu- 
rance unequalled  in  the  hiftory  of  any  other  ftate,  and  witjj 
a  loyalty  not  known  or  j^raftifed  by  any  Other  people,  looked 
ftill  upuvith  confidence  to.' their  Sovereign,  and  the  Britifll 
^Parliament  in  hopes  of  rcdrrfs.  »  That  redrefs  has  been  held 
out ;  but  mark  the  confcquence.  A  vote  of  both  Houfes, 
promifing  relief,  has  been  folemnly  given  ;  his  Majefty  ha* 
fandiorted  the  promlfe ;  but  minifteri  hate  determined  td 
intercept  the  gracious  difpofitions  of  the  crown  and  the  eood 
intentions  of  Parliament,  This,  he  faid,  was  a  ftretA  oF 
infolcnceorperverfencfs  in  mi nifters  which  called  for  imihe- 
diatfe  enquiry.  The  fafety  of  the  nation  loudly  demanded 
fatisfadion  upon  this  head  ;  for  moft  affurcdly,  if  the  Anti- 
ments  of  Parliament,  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  So- 
vereingn,  were  to  be  fuperfeded  by  miniftcrs,  the  peojplc  of 
Ireland  would  then  think  tKat  their  fate  was  determined,  and 
that  juftice  and  redrefs  would  be  only  dealt  out  to  them  ift 
proportion  to  the  means  they  xnig^t  have  of  compelling  it^ 
and  thofe  means  be  fuggefted  by  their  ability  to  rciifl  a  fy« 
ftem  of  profcfled  tyranny  and  oppreiBon. 

To  demonftrate  that  mtnifters  were  00  longer  left  a  Iha^ 
dow  of  excufe  or  apology,  his  Lordfhip  obferved,  that  there 
had  been  two  papers  oh  the  table  of  the  otbcr  Hotife^  ib- 

ting 
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Jug  an  account  of  the  exports  and  imports  between  Eng- 
md  and  Ireland  for  the  laft  ten  years,^  which  contained  in- 

fonnatioa 


*  The  papcrsf  here  allludcd  to  by  the  noble  Marquis,  are 
very  long  and  vei^  minute,  but  the  following  is  an  cxzBt  co- 
py of  the  TOTALS, 

jh  Account  of  the  Totals  of  the  Value  ef  Gwds  exported  frtm 
England  to  Ireland^  and  imported  from  Ireland  into  EnglanSj 
from  \fi  of  Januaty^  1768,  to  the  jjl  of  January,  1779,  <5- 
Jlingut/hing  each  Tear^ 

Englifli  Manufafturc  and  Produce  exported. 


Tears. 
1768 
1769 
1770 
i77r 
1772 

»773 


900,713 

997,983 
1003,432 

771,047 

«93>^SO 
850,073 


5. 

8 

4 

o 

18 

o 

19 


d. 

6 
10 
II 
6 
6 
o 


TiarSm 
1774 

177s 
1776 
1777 
1778 


A  s.  l  \ 

1035,217   13  7 

1132,950     I  4 

1220,^52   10  1 

1076,883  14  9 

787,120     3  6 


Foreign  Goods  and  Merchandize  exported  by  Certificate  in 

Time. 


Years^  L  J.  d, 

1768  -  i335»369  la  6 

J  769  -  930^229  13  4 

1770  -  1113,686      O  II 

17J1  -  1207,106  15  II 

1772  -  1049,691   11  9 

1773  -  1057,269  17  o 


Tears. 
1774 

177s 
1776 

1777 
1778 


/. 

1061,779 

1032,266 

940,37 1 

850,03s 

669,201 


J. 

I 

9 

'7 

% 


d. 
10 

5 

4 
0 


Foreign  Goods  and  Merchandize  exported  by  Certificate  out 

of  Time. 


Tears^ 

1768: 
1769 
1770 

177a 

«773 


/•  5.    d. 

",232    5    5 
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formation  worthy  of  their  Lordfhips'  immediate  attention,  «l 
they  would  fhew  thai  the  interefts  of  both  kingdoms  were 
infepar^ble,  and  that  of  courle  whatever  afFe£ted  one  would 
furely  afTcA  tlie  other. 

His  Lordlhip  concluded  with  aiTuring  their  Lordfhips,  that 
what  he  faid  proceeded  from  a  iincete  deiire  to  warn  mini'* 
fters,  not  to  ccnfure  them;  to  point  out  the  very  critical 
ftate  of  this  country  in  refpe&  to  the  prefent  condition  of 
her  lifter  kingdom,  and  to  endeavour  to  prevent  evil,  not  to 
punifli  the  criminal^  ^s  he  always  would  prefer  the  preven- 
tion of  evil  to  the  punithment  of  its  authors. 

As  foon  as  the  Marquis  fat  down  a  profound  filence  enfued 
for  ibme  minutes,  not  one  of  the  cabinet  miniilers,  properly 
io  called,  being  prefont.  The  Marquis  rofe  a  fecond  time^ 
and  jufl  obferved,  that  he  expeSed  ibme  one  of  the  cabi- 
net minifter^  would  have  been  in  his  place  to  give  an  afiu« 
ranee  that  the  papers  alluded  to  would  be  produced  on  fome 
fhort  day. 

Lord  Chancellor  at  len^  rofe,  and  for  ibme  time  kept  the  Lord  Ofs^ 
Hoiiic  in  fufpence  what  his  argument  was  meant  to  convey.**^* 
At  length  his  Lordfliip  faid,   that  if  the  papers  were  of  that 
importance  defcribed  by  the  noble  Marquis,  his  Lordfhip  had 
no  more  to  do  than  to  move  for  them.     He  faid,  that  it  was 
not  ufual  for  noble  Lords  to  argue  upon  papers  not  before 
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the  Houfc  or  moved  for.  It  might,  or  might  not  be  proper 
to  grant  them,  but  whether  or  no,  tlie  noble  Marquis  had  oo 
right  to  complain  of  the  abfence  of  his  Majefty's  fenrants. 
It  was  reafonable  to  conclude  they  were  engaged  in  the  bufi- 
nefc  of  their  rcfpeftive  departments,  which  beings  the  caie, 
he  doubted  not  but  the  noble  Lord  would  give  fufficient  no- 
tice of  his  intention  before  he  would  frame  any  motion ;  be- 
{ides,  if  a  motion  was  made  and  carried,  probably  it  would 
be  Ibme  days  before  they  could  be  produced.  He  difclaimed 
all  refponfibility  relative  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ;  faid,  he  had 
not  been  confulted  upon  them,  and  could  therefore  give  no 
opinion  as  proceeding  from  himf^lf  one  way  or  the  othefr. 
Puke  of  Duke  of  Richmond  obferved,  that  there  was  no  great  dif- 

MuhmoBd.  ^culty  in  the  difcovery  the  learned  Lord  had  made,  that  there 
was  no  motioa  before  the  Houfe ;  the  faft  was  (elf-evidenr, 
and  his  Lordihip  might  have  fpared  himfelf  a  great  deal  of 
timcand  trouble,  had  he  forbore  to  ftate  what  was  knovrnto 
every  noble  Lord  prefent. 

It  was  of  very  little  confequence  either  in  who(e  depart- 
ment the  blame  lay,  the  queftion  being,  why  the  papers  haJ 
not  been  before  now  produced.  It  was  fome  peiibn's  bufi- 
fieft,  and  that  was  fuiiicient  to  juftify  the  complaint  made  by 
the  noble  Marquis,  of  the  manifeft  inattention  and  neglect 
of  adminiftration^  The  learned  Lord  faid,  he  had  notbetn 
confulted.  That  was  very  little  to  the  prefent  queftion.  It" 
he  had  not,  he  dare  fay,  his  Lordihip  would  be  confulted. 
'^  It  could  hardly,  he  faid,  be  poffible  that  either  his  Majcffy 
or  .his  mii)ifter$  Mirere  ignorant  of  the  diftreiles  of  Ireland,  or 
.  of  its  internal  ftate,  and  the  difpotition  of  the  people  of  that 
Kingdom.  He  called  upon  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  other  <^' 
his  oolleagues  in  office  to  fay,  whether  they  dare  hazard  2 
.  denial,  that  they  had  not  been  apprized  of  every  thing  mate- 
rial on  the  fubjeft  relative  to  the  decay  of  trade,  wane  of  rc- 
fourcesjj  decline  jind-deficicncy  of  funds,  &c.  in  that  kingdom. 
•  Was  it  poffible  to  believe  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, at  a  period  when  almoft  all  appearance  of  govero- 
ment  had  ceafed,  would  have  kept  the  King's  fervants  in  the 
dark,  ^d  .t^k^'  the  confequences  on  his  own  head  }  or  diac 
tbcy  fhould  be  the  only  ijcrfons  within  or  without  that  Honfc 
vvhp  remained  ignorant  that  the  people  of  Irelatui,  goaded 
by  calamity,  Qiiiery  and  diftrefs,  by  tyranny  and  oppreffion, 
were  in  a  ftate  little  fliort  of  rebellion  ?  It  could  not  be; 
the  not)le  Lord,  ^ith  ^U.his.great  and  willing  abilities,  could 
;)aCr  fT^Uod  iu  Befides,  if  his  Lordihip  retained  any  doubts, 
I  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1^79*  D    £    fi    A    T    fe    S.  37> 

he  entreated  him  to  order  the  addrefs  of  the  nth  inftant  to 
be  read,  when,  perhaps,  his  Lordfhip  might  find  that  the  faft 
of  national  diftrefs  was  ftated,  and  the  propriety  and  necef- 
lity  of  alleviating  and  removing  it  as  folemnly  declared*  If 
fo,  then  the  affair  was  of  a  prcffing  nature,  and  called  for  the 
immediate  interpofition  of  Parliament. 

His  Grace  then  adduced  feveral  arguments  to  (hew  the 
danger  of  obliging  Ireland  to  truft  to  aflurances^  he  might 
add,  to  broken  alfurances,  during  the  whole  enfuing  fummer ; 
to  confider  that  that  country  mighfpoffibiy  be  invaded  du- 
ring the  recefs,  and  the  fatal  confequences  which  might  foU 
low,  if  an  invafion  ihould  take  place,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a 
fcene  of  national  calamity  and  defpair  as  (he  mud  be  in, 
when  all  hopes  of  redrefs  were  over,  at  leaft  for  the  preient* 
For  his  part,  he  had  ever  been  led  to  think  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland  as  two  provinces  of  the  fame  kingdom,  rather  than 
feparate  fovereignties  fince  ever  he  began  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  political  fubjcfts,  and  fhould  ever  continue  to  do  fo, 
notwithflanding  the  partial  and  local  prejudices  of  this  or 
that  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

The  noble  Marquis  had  con^plained,  and  he  thought  with  . 
great  juftice,  of  the  abfence  of  the  King's  minifters.  It  was 
a  matter  of  amazement  that  their  Lordfhips  were  fo  feldom 
indulged  with  a  fight  of  the  only  fecretary  of  ftate  who  had 
a  feat  in  that  Houfe  [Lord  Weymouth].  The  office  of  one 
of  the  fecretaries  had  been  fo  long  kept  vacant,  that  he  was 
led  to  hope,  that  the  King's  fervants  in  general  thought  the 
office  unneceflary,  and  were  determined  to  abolifii  it  entire- 
ly.  No  doubt  the  moment  was  arrived  when  the  moft  rigid 
oeconomy  ought  to  be  obferved  in  every  department  of  the 
flate ;  and,  he  trufted,  they  would  fet  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation  in  the  lower  departments  of  government. 

His  Grace  reverted  to  the  original  fubjefV,  and  pointed  ont 
the  neceflity  of  adopting  fpeedy  and  effeftual  meafures  fot 
the  relief  of  Ireland,  zs  any  delay,  at  this  important  crifis, 
might  draw  after  it  very  fatal  efFefts. 

I'he  Lord  Chancellor  replied.  He  faid,  that  it  was  cx-j,^  ^j^i 
tremely  unfair  to  cenfure  any  noble  Lord  (ot  his  abfence,  par*  aihr. 
ticularly  the  noble  Vifcount,  who  had  been  alluded  to,,  who 
wras  immerfed  in  bufinefs  of  a  kind  extremely  preffing  and 
important.  His  Lord(hip,  it  was  well  known,  was  particu- 
larly aiEduous  and  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no 
lefs  pun£lual  in  his  attendance  on  that  Houfe,  wiienever  he 
underftood  matters  of  real  confequence  were  to  be  agitate^ 
Vol,. XII.  C  c  Q  there. 
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there.  The  very  hSt  ftated  by  the  noble  Duke  of  the  bufi- 
iicfe  of  the  two  offices  refting  with  the  noble  Vifcount,  would 
plead,  in  his  opinion,  a  fuH  apology  for  the  defigned  abfence 
imputed  to  his  Lordfhip  ;  for  he  would  never  prefurme,  rn  fuch 
an  emergency  as  the  prefent,  that  it  could  be  cxpeded  the 
noble  Vifcount  was  to  attend  in  his  place  in  that  Houfe  from 
day  to  day,  becaute  it  might  happen,  that  a  cafuat  converfa- 

^  tion  might  arife,  in  which  as  one  of  the  King*s  miaifters, 

fome  noble  Lords  (hould  ^ink  it  necefiary  for  him  to  be  in  the 
way. 

As  to  the  poffibte  events,  which  the  noble  Duke  fpoke  of, 
about  invafions,  &c.  conje£tures  were  not  to  be  fubftitutcd  as 
grounds  of  debate,  or  motives  of  policy  rn  that  Houfe.  What- 
ever the  deftgns  of  our  enemies  might  be,  it  was  not  for  him 
to  fay ;  but  he  had  no  reafon  to  dread  any  of  the  confe- 
quences  which  the  noble  Duke  feemed  fo  much  to  dwell 
upon. 

There  were  two  modes  of  proceeding,  that  the  Houfe  were 
It  liberty  to  adopt,  which  was  to  move  for  the  papers  de« 
fcribeJ,,  and  go  into  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeib  matter  of 
thofe  papers,  or  let  matters  remain  in  their  prensnt  fituation, 
till  the  papers  and  information  fpoken  of  the  laft  day  by  the 
noble  Vifcount  high  in  office,  were  received  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

EarlGcw^.  Earl  of  Goubir  came  into  the  Houfe  while  the  learned  Lord 
was  upon  his  hegs.  He  faid,  the  bufinefs  which  he  underftood 
was  now  wider  confideration,  was  of  a  moft  ferious  nature. 
It  required  the  utmoft  deliberation,  and  could  not  be  fafely 
tntered  upon,  without  their  Lordihtps  were  fully  infonned  of 
the  fubje(^  in  all  its  parts,  both  as  it  related  to  each  kingdom 
feparately,  and  as  it  might  affe£t  them  jointly.  He  was  ne- 
vertheleis  free  to  declare  his  own  general  fentiments  openly, 
and  wi thotit  the  leaft  degree  of  referve,  which  were,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  their  Lordikips,  fb  late  in  the  feffion,  to  come 
to  any  refolutions  that  would  afford  greater  fatisfadion  or  fe- 
curity,  than  the  vote  agreed  to  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
and  his  M^jefty's  ^nn^er  in  confequence  of  thofe  add refles. 
The  thin  attendances  that  might  be  expe£led  at  fo  late  a  pe- 
riod of  the  feffion,  formed  another  great  obftacle  to  the  under- 
taking any  eflFedual  proceeding  in  a  matter  of  fuch  extreme 
difficulty,  and  that  almoft  at  the  eve  of  a  prorogation.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  enfuing  feffion,  when  their  Lord- 
(hips  would  be  enabled  by  the  documents  to  be  laid  on  the 
table,  to  give  a  full  and  decided  opinion^,  was,  in  his  opinioj)» 
the  only  proper  time. 
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As  to  the  two  papers  before  the  other  Houfe,  relative  to  the  ' 

exports  and  imports  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  he 
thought  they  would  contain  but  partial  evidence  of  matters 
of  infinite  variety,  magnitude  and  extent ;  looking  upon 
them  in  that  light,  he  did  not  fee  any  advantage  their  produc- 
tion would  be  of;  becaufe  let  them  be  ever  fo  clear  land  con- 
vincing in  themfelves,  no  mesfure  whatever  could  be  taken 
in  confequence  of  them,  unlefs  they  came  cofliiedled  and  ac- 
companied with  other  matter. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  agreed  with  the  noblfe  Earl  at  the  Duke  of 
head  of  the  council,  that  the  bufmefs  ought  not  to  be  entered  ^'utmcnd* 
into  in  a  premature  or  precipitate  manner  ;  yet  the  ai^ument 
of  caution  and  deliberation  (hewed,  that  while  the  noble  Lord 
recommended  both,  he  tacitly  acknowledged,  that  the  reafon 
why  the  bufinefs  propofed  has  been  poftponed  was,  becaufe  ad* 
miniftration  had  delayed  to  a  late  period  of  the  feiSon,  wh;^t 
ought  to  have  been  attended  to,  when  there  were  full  Houfes  ^ 
in  fhort,  they  had  ufed  their  own  neglect,  as  the  plea  of  pro- 
craftinating  an  enquiry,  which  they  confefled  was  preffing  and 
important. 

But,  for  his  part,  be  could  neither  admit  of  the  argument 
or  the  apology.  The  fubje£l  was  not  only  important,  but 
much  too  important  to  be  got  rid  of  upon  fuch  frivolous  pre- 
tences, however  irkfome,  tedious,  or  troublefome.  The  go- 
ing into  it  was  an  a&  of  duty  too  binding  upon  every  one  of 
their  Lordfhips  to  be  difpenfed  with ;  the  miniftry  had  no  one 
to  blame  but  themfelves,  ihould  they  be  put  to  an  inconve- 
nience; and  it  was  farcical  to  talk  of  difficulty  or  trouble, 
when  perhaps  the  very  fafety,  and  all  future  political  con- 
nexion between  both  countries,  depended  on  the  event  of 
adopting,  or  withholding  any  effedlual  meafures  for  there-  « 
lief  of  our  fellow  fubje£ls  in  that  .kingdom. 

The  noble  Lord  on  the  woolfack  fpoke  in  high  terms  of 
the  ftrength  and  refources  of  this  country,  and  Ireland  re- 
fpeftively,  and  concluded  on  that  ground,  that  we  had  no  rea- 
ibn  to  defpond.  He  fhould  be  glad  to  htar,  where  the  learn- 
ed Lord  picked  up  the  word  defpond  ?  No  fuch  idea  as 
defpondency  had  entered  his  thoughts,  nor  did  he  recolleft 
that  any  thmg  like  it  dropped  in  debate.  He  was  very  far 
from  defpondjng,  if  minifters  adopted  wife  and  juft  meafures. 
Little,  he  hoped,  was  to  be  dreaded,  if  our  affairs  were  pro- 
•perly  condufted.  If  a  fingle  idea  leading  to  defpondency 
ever  arofe  in  his  mind,  it  was  only  when  he  rcflefted,  that 
wifdom,  juftice,  and  policy  had  long  deferted  our  councils, 
^Xid  that  there  were  fo  few  profpefts  of  fuccefs  opened  to  our 
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yiew,  vAien  it  \vas  cpnfidcrcd  who  were  to  be  cntmftcd  vnxk 
the  guidance  of  our  roeafures.  But  the  learned  Lord  had 
mixed  two  queftions  together  of  a  very  dlflR?rent  and  diflinA 
nature.  The  .anxiety  of  the  noble  Marquis  did  not  arift 
from  the  fingle  idea,  that  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  united 
in  affeflion,  and  held  by  the  tie  of  common  intereft,  would 
not  be  able  to  defend  themfclves  againft  their  foreign  ene- 
mies, but  that  Ireland,  after  fufFering  a  feries  of  afts  of 
tyranny  and  opprefiion,  and  thofe  a£ls  continued,  and  all 
real  redrcfs  rcfufed,  would  be  eft  ranged  from  thii  country, 
and  perhaps  for  ever  diffcvercd  from  it.  Thefe  were  the 
grounds  of  the  noble  Marquises  apprehenfions,  and  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  his  Lordfhip  to  prefs  the  Houfc  to  roea- 
fures, which  would  immediately  remove  the  difconteuts  and 
jealoufies,  which  univerfally  prevailed  throughout  the  fifter- 
kingdom. 

His  Grace,  after  fpeaking  to  feveral  other  incidental  topics 
of  inferior  confequence,  but  all  either  depending  or  blended 
with  the  main  fubjcft,  (aid,  the  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  rcfola- 
tion  which  had  now  broke  forth  in  Ireland,  ought  not  to  be 
chilled  by  unkindnefs,  or  be  fufFered  to  evaporate  by  negleft ; 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  diftrefled  and  impoverifhed, 
he  might  add  oppreffed,  beyond  mcafure ;  that  while  they 
wiQied  for  an  union  of  intereft  and  affcftion  with  this  coun- 
try, they  were  not  infenfible  of  their  ill  treatment,  nor  quite 
free  of  refentment ;  and  moftearncftly  exhorted  their  Lord- 
fhips^  not  to  permit  them  to  be  driven  to  defpair,  and  con- 
trary to  their  own  inclinations,  into  the  arms  of  rebellion; — 
that  kingdom  was  our  moft  faithful  ally  and  moft  powerful 
friend,  and  was  not  to  be  facrificed  to  the  blunders,  the  inca- 
pacity, and  negleft  of  minifters.  The  people  were  valiact 
and  loyal^  they  were  high  fpirited,  and  however  patient  and 
cnduriTig,  would  probably,  if  fomething  were  not  fhortly 
(2one  towards  alleviating  their  prcfent  calamities  and  diftrelTcs, 
at  length  break  out  with  a  violence  proportioned  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  their  mjferics',  and  to  the  extent  of  the  injuries 
they  had  endured  for  fuch  a  feries  of  years.  His  Grace  con- 
cluded his  fpeech  with  reminding  their  Lord fliips,  that  amo- 
jment  was  not  to  be  loft,  and  late  as  it  was  in  the  feftion,  who- 
ever attempted  longer  delay,  would  moft  certainly  be  ref'pon- 
iible  ifor  the  confequences.  Here  the  converfation  dropped, 
ininifters  fhewing  every  poflible  difpofition  to  decline  any 
farther  difcuffion  on  the  fubjefl:,  neither  chufing  to  meet  die 
^ucftion  fairly^  or  confent  to  give  it  up. 
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At  fix  o'clock,  the  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Grctn- 
^vich  Hofpital  was  refumed,  when  Captain  Chads,  at  the  de- 
sire of  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  was  called  to  the  bar.  Captain  c^ptaU 
Chads  confcfled,  he  had  an  intereft  in  the  removal  of  Captain  ^^*'*" 
Baillie,  wc  mean  by  inference ;  for  if  Captain  Cooke,  the 
circumnavigator,  fhould  return,  and  Captain  Baillie  be  rein- 
stated. Chads  muft  return  upon  half-pay,  having  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  hofpital  upon  them  terms. 

Lieutenant  BeJJon  was  next  examined,  and  gave  many  in-  Lieatenuit 
fiances  of  great  memory,  fuch  as  his  acquaintance  with  the^#"' 
hofpital  for  twenty  years,  and  his  never  recollefting  any  di- 
fturbance  in  it,  till  the  lieutenant  governorfiiip  of  Captain 
Baillie.  He  beftowed  the  moft  flattering  encomiums  on  the 
court  of  direftors,  and  the  council  of  the  hofpital,  of  which 
he  forbore  to  give  any  proof,  but  that  they  differed  with 
Captain  Baillie,  and  oppofed  him  in  every  thing;  and  that 
he  never  heard  of  the  diftinftion  between  the  civil  or  land 
intereft,  and  the  military,  till  he  read  of  it  in  Captain  Bail- 
lie's  book.  That  book,  in  his  opinion,  was  worfe  by  far  than 
the  opening  of  Pandora's  box,  for  as  foon  as  that  black  book 
was  open^,  out  flew  contentions,  libels,  &c.  which  had  fet 
the  whole  hofpital  in  an  uproar.  After  perfifting  with  great 
feeming  confidence  and  compofure  in  this  ftrain,  he  concluded 
with  an  eulogium  on  the  public  and  private  virtues  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

Lieutenant  Moyle  was  called  in.  He  entered  into  a  defence Lteutentat 
of  the  council,  and  corroborating  what  he  fa  id  by  feveral  cir-  ^^^' 
cumftances,  which  had  come  out  in  the  former  part  of  the 
evidence,  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw ;  but  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  i^\A  by  no  means,  as  he  had  a  few  queftions  to  aik 
him.  This  crofs  examination  chiefly  related  to  the  meafure- 
ment  of  fbe  fhirts  and  fheets ;  but  upon  clofe  interrogation, 
it  appeared,  that  the  admeafurement,  which  the  witnefs  had 
given  fg  minpte  an  account  of,  and  fo  much  in  favour  of  the 
ruling  powers  in  the  hofpital,  had  taken  place  in  the  month 
of  March,  iince  the  enquiry  had  commenced  in  that  Houfe. 

Chads  was  again  called  to  the  bar  to  confirm  fome  of  theC^ptai^ 
fafts  ftated  by  his  brother  officer ;  and  entered  into  a  ftory  of ^*^* 
a   difpute  or  fracas^  which  happened  between   Mylne,  the 
clerk  of  the  works,  and  lieutenant  Smyth,  the  confequence 
of  which  was,  that  blows  enfued,  and  the  affair  was  after- 
ivards  amicably  adjufted. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  interrupted  this  witnefs  in  his  cir- Duke  of 
cumftantial  detail,  and  objefted  to  the  evidence  as  hearfay,  i^/^**W. 
an<l  not  applying  to  the  fubjeft  before  the  Houfe, 
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sujt^H  Sir  John  Fielding  was  next  called,  and  gave  a  very  great 
FMiMi.  charafter  of  Captain  Allright.  He  gave  a  long  account  of 
the  examination  taken  before  him,  relative  to  the  fire  which 
broke  out  in  the  hofpital,  its  progrcfs,  and  effe&s  ;  and  wascf 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  occafioned  by  any  remiifiieis  in  tboie 
whofe  duty  it  was  to  preferve  the  police  and  good  govern- 
ment of  the  bofpital.  He  confeffed,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
in  a  gafrifon,  he  would  have  thought  it  neceifary,  if  he  fore*  ! 
faw  any  poffibility  of  an  accident  happening  in  the  taylor's 
room,  by  riot,  drunkennefs,  or  diforder,  not  only  to  reoaon- 
ftrate,  but  to  iniift  that  the  perfons,  who  worked  in  the  Uj- 
lor's  room,  fhould  be  controuled  and  direded  by  the  officer  oa 
duty,  without  any  previous  appeal  to  the  ciyil  power.  Sir 
John's  teftimony  was  well  received  on  both  fides  of  the 
Houfe,  as  he  Teemed  on  one  fide  to  entertain  the  higheft  opi- 
nion of  Captain  Allright,  one  of  die  principal  witnelTes  in 
behalf  of  the  enquiry,  and  the  propriety  of  the  military 
controul  over  the  hofpital ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  declared  it 
to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  fire  did  not  break  out  in  the  taylor^s 
room,  which  was  the  place  generally  pointed  out  by  thofe  who 
'  complained  of  the  nuifance* 
Mr.Cjr/ff-  Mr.  Cypriani  wzs  examined  refpeding  the  repairs  in  the 
^'  painted  hall.     He  had  feen  them  about  ten  years  ago,  but  did 

not  particularly  attend  to  their  then  ftate ;  he  faw  them,  for 
the  lad  time,  about  a  fortnight  finc^.  He  thought  them  well 
and  cheaply  done,  but  he  did  not  pretend  to  what  the  real  va- 
lue was. 

In  contradi£lion  to  part  of  Cooke*s  evidence.  Captain  Le 
Captain  le  Ferni  pofitivcly  depofed,  that  he  never  told  or  offered  to  him 
Feme.        £Cooke]  that  he  could  procure  for  him  a  living  in  the  gift  of 
Mr.  Calcraft,  the  living  alluded  to  being  difpofed  of  long  be- 
fore the  death  of  that  gentleman. 
Earl  of  Karl  of  Sandwich  now  gave  notice  that  his  evidence  was 

Sandvficb,  ^clofed, 

Duke  of     .    The  Duke  of  Richmond  begged  their   Lordships'  indul- 

tiicbmond.    gence  for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  arrange  the  great  mafs  of 

evidence,  which  had  come  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry. 

After  a  fliort  converfation,  the  fecond  of  June  was  fixed  for 

fumming  up  the  evidence. 

May  28. 
No  debate. 
Adjourned  to  the  31ft. 

May  31. 
No  debate,. 
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The  Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  that  tbe  Greenwich  Ho-  Duke  «f 
fpUalbufincfs,  which  ftood  for  the  ad,  be  put  off  10  the  3d.  ^^^'''• 
After  fome  debate,  the  motion  was  loft  on  a  divifion  13  to  15. 

The  Duke  of  Boltan^  the  Houfe  being  rather  tjiin,  many  of  Doke  •f 
the  Lords  having  gone  home,  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do  ad-  ^^'^' 
journ  till  Thurfday  the  3d. 

The  Duke  of  Ruhmond'hcgged^  that  his  noble  friend  would  Duke  of 
decline  the  matter,  and  withdraw  his  motion,  as  he  did  not  ^'^^^^ 
chufe,  whatever  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty 
might,  to  take  any  advantage  of  the  Houfe,  being  always  de« 
fiiDus  to  be  determined  by  the  fenfe  of  it. 

Houfe- tax  bill  prefented.  Petitions  from  the  citizens  of 
Ix>ndon  in  their  corporate  capacity,  againft  the  bill,  defiring 
to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  counfel.  After  a  Ihort  debate, 
ordered. 

Lord  Radnor  moved^  that  faid  bill  be  printed.    Another  de-  Urd  %^ 
bate;  and  on  the  divifion  for  printing:  contents,  \%\  not  "^' 
contents,  15. 

Adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

Jum  2. 

The  f«irther  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital  was  deferred  to  the  3d. 

Lord  Shilburm  then  rofe,  and  ftated  a  propofition  to  their  ^^otA  Shdr 
Lord(hips'  confideratton,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  His  ^''' 
Lordihip's  fpeech  was  very  long,  able,  and  diffufe,  embracing 
a  great  variety  of  obje^s,  befides  thofe  he  rofe  to  difcufs. 

He  began  his  fpeech  with  ftating  the  feveral  inftances  of 
negled,  inattention,  and  defigned  deby,  which  minifters  had 
been  guilty  of  refpeding  Irqjand,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
following  important  money  detail. 

He  ftated,  that  in  the- year  1759,  the  public  debt  of  Ireland 
Was  under  half  a  million  ;  that  fince  that  {he  had  contracted 
1,000,0001.  funded,  and   6oo,caol.  unfunded,  befides  )he 

?oo,oool.  borrowed  upon  public  faith,  for  which  no  taxes  had 
•een  yet  appropriated  ;  fo  that  the  whole  debt  amounted  to 
full  three  millions  in  twenty  years,  fifteen  of  which  contained 
a  period  of  a  peace  eftablilhment,  and  of  courfe,  a  peace  ex- 
penditure ;  but  contrary  to  every  idea  of  good  government, 
and  national  oecanomy,  bv  much  the  greater  part  of  the  debt 
was  eontraded  during  the  latter  period  ;  till  at  length  the  new 
taxes  were  unequal  to  the  annual  out-eoings,  and  at  prefent 
the  receipts  at  the  Irilh  treafury  were  wort  to  the  amount  of 
^oOiOOOlf  piT  annum. 

His 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3*4  PARLlAMENr  ARY        A*ii7q, 

His  Lordfhip  next  toolc  ?  review  of  the  recent  condudof 
the  King's  minifters,  which  he  condemned  in  very  pointed 
terms,  and  confeflfed  his  aftontOiment,  when  he  hearJ  the 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  council  [Gowcr]  fay,  thac  no- 
thing could  be  done  for  Ireland  till  next  feffion. 

Situated  as  affair?  were,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  delay  the 
bufinefs  ;  that  the  neceflities  of  Ireland  called  for  immedbte 
relief,  and  that  it  would  be  abfurdity  in  the  extreme  to  let  the 
Irlfh  remain  unfatisfied,  for  feven  or  eight  months  longer.  He 
confidered  the  matter  in  a  variety  of  different  points  of  view, 
and  faid,  that  leaving  the  whole  to  refl  upon  a  refolution  (o 
vague  and  indeterminate  as  that  which  had  been  carried  in 
both  Houfes,  and  which  in  fad  prefcribed  no  fpecific  line  o( 
procedure,  might  be  conflrued  into  an  intention  to  do  nothing, 
but  a  mere  defign  to  get  over  the  fummer,  to  fet  the  war  upon 
its  legs,  and  then  to  fufFer  the  diflrefTes  of  Ireland  to  remain 
unattended  to,  and  unredrefled.     When  the  amendment  to 
the  noble  Marquis's  motion  was  firft  propofed,  he  dedared  he 
was  very  far  from  having  this  opinion  of  it  himfelf,  on  the 
contrary,  he  thought  that  miniflry  (h^wed  rather  more  readi- 
nefs  than  became  them,  and  feemed  willing  to  do  too  much  ; 
he  appealed  to  their  Lordfhips,  in  whofe  memory  he  flood, 
whether  he  had  not  on  that  day  been  the  fiagle  peer  to  cry  out 
doucement ;  whether  he  had  not  flood  up  alone  and  faid,  ^*  Gent- 
fy^  take  care  what  you  do,  don't  promife  too  much,  for  fear 
you  fhould  not  be  able  to  perform  all  that  you  fay  you'll  do ; 
if  your  performance  falls  fliort  of  your  promife,  depend  upon 
it  you  will  do  more  mifchief  than  good,  and  exafperatc  Ire- 
land more  than  ever."     The  refolution  carried  that  day,  had 
already  got  over  to  Ireland,  and  there  would  certainly  be  cwo 
opinions  upon  it ;  the  fevere  and   cautious  men,   naturally 
prone  to  doubt,  would  fay  immediately,  **  this  is  nothing, 
this  is  mere  fallacy ;  government  being  afraid  of  us  juft  now, 
have  done  this  with  a  view  to  quiet  us  for  the  prefect,  and 
when  they  have  at  all  furmounted  the  difficulties  in  which 
their  affairs  are  involved,  they  will,  as  ufual,  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  our  complaints,  it  being  evidently  their  intention  to  give  us 
no  relief,  if  they  can  poffibly  avord  it."     Another  very  dif- 
ferent opinion  would  doubtlefs  prevail  with  thofe  whp  were 
inclined   to  think  better  of  government  and  this  country ; 
they  would  fay-^*^  Stop,  don't  go  fo  far,  read  the  refolution 
again ;  good  God  !   was  it  not  carried  unanimoufly  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament  ?     Did   England  ever  do  fo  much  for 
us  before ;  only  fee  the  drift  of  it,  fee  the  wording  of  it,  and 
confider  that  the  whole  has  been  done  in  the  moft  Iciod  and 
flattering  manner  poffibU.*' 
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His  Lord/hip  placed  thefe  two  opinions  in  qontraft,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  Houfe,  whether  in  cohimon  policy  and  pruderyre 
it  would  not  be  right  to  encourage  and  fupport  the  latter,  and 
give  as  little  room  as  poffible  to  warrant  and  countenance  the 
former  ?     What  would  prove  nnoft  fatal  to  this,  he  declared, 
'Was  the  language  of  a  noble  Lord  in  another  place.     The 
premier  had  faid,  that  no  individual  could  form  a  plan  for  the 
relief  of  Ireland;  that  it  was  out  of  his  power;  that  next 
ie^on    the  proper  accounts  flit)uld  be  laid  before  both  the 
Englifh  and  Irifh  Parliament,  and  the  bufinefs  muft  be  done 
by  them;  but  that  he  did  not  thinic  the  complaints  of  Ire- 
land well  timed,  for  that  this  country  had  done  more  for  her 
within  the  laft  three  years  than  had  been  done  for  her  for  ninc^ 
years  before.     His  Lord  (hip  faid  he  had  turned  this  language 
again  and  again  in  his  mind,  and  he  was  yet  at  a  lofs  to  divine 
the  meaning  of  the  noble  Lord.     He  was  fure,  however,  it 
would  give  moft  ferious  alarm  tb  the  other  kingc^om ;  that 
they  ^ould  conftrue  it  as   an  indication  that  nothing  would 
be  done  for  them  ;  that  the  two  parliaments  would  be  fuffered 
to  rub  againft  each  other,  prejudice  and  jealoufy  to  meet  pre- 
judice and  jealoufy ;  and  that  the  mrnifter,  whofe  eflential 
duty  it  was  to  reconcile  all  differences  of  opinion  between  the 
two  countries,  to  fmooth  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  in- 
clined to  be  ruffled,  and  to  pacify  and  quiet  the  uneafy,  only 
took  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  clearing  the  ftage,  and  letting    ' 
them  difpute  it  out  among  themfelves.    What  could  the  noble 
Lord  mean  ?     Did  he  wifli  for  a  new  war  to  mif-conduft,  in 
order  to  procure  new  reverfions  for  his  family  ?     Had  he  ano- 
ther wanting  progeny  to  provide  new  honours  and  new  emo« 
luments  for  ?  Or  was  it  to  a  different  motive,  a  motive  which 
he  bad  heard  frequently  mentioned,  that  he  was  to  afcribe  his 
earneltnefs  to  get  rid  of  the  bufinefs  i  Was  it  to  his  indolence 
and  his  love  of  eafe  ?  Did  the  noble  Lord  long  to  be  at  lei« 
fure  to  feaft  on  turtle  i    He  remembered  when  he  fome  years 
fince  had  the  honour  to  be  an  unworthy  member  of  admini* 
ftration,  a  noble  Vifcount,  then  in  oppofTtion,  attacked  them,' 
and  called  them  a  boiled-chicken  adminiftration.     He  was  as 
much  warranted  to  term  the  prefent  a  turtle  adminiftration, 
and  he  was  fure  the  turtle  adminiftration  had  done  this  coun* 
try  as  much  injury  and  as  much  mifchief  as  the  boiled- chic* 
ken  adminiftration  bad  done  it  good,  and  that  was  faying  a 
great  deaK 

Having  talked  thus  ludicroufly  for  fome  little  time,  his 

Lordfhip  reverted  to  ferious  argument,  and  de£red  the  Hoijfe 

Yoj^.XlU..  Ddd  .to 
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^o  1:ec<AIeft,  tliat  tUe  Aiicierican  war  liad  commenced  opoQ 
^Bft  pr6v6catt(m  than  this  country  bad  given  Irclaod,     The 
iktiple  idiea  of  the  right  of  taxation  had  caufed  it.     Let  tli<eir 
Lbrdfhips  TtBeStf  Aat  from  the  time  of  the  remonllracices 
of  America,  to  her  declaration  of  independency,  was  only 
eleven  nionths.     Let  them  look  at  the  language  of  Ireland  at 
prefent,  ikcy  would  find  it  much  higher  than  that  of  Ame- 
rica had  been  at  the  time  he  mentioned  ;  let  them  confidcr, 
tShat  in  every  point  of  view,  Ireland  ftood  more  forward  now 
dikn  America  had  done  immediately  previous^  to  the  origin 
Sf  the  war,  and  let  them  afk  themfelves,  if  it  were  wife  to 
faflfcr  Ireland  to  remain  in  difcontcnt,  for  (even  months  loog- 
tr  i     Let  them  alfo  turn  their  eyes  to  the  fituation  of  this 
^otlntry  With  foreign  powers.     Without  an  ally  of  any  kind 
Whatever^  engaged  in  a  war  of  the  moft  alarming  fort,  and 
iiv  the  fame  moment  having  the  only  friend  on  whom  diis 
country  could  place  confidence,  or  from  whom  Ibe  paig^ 
expeAtodrawher  refources  of  men,  and  reafonable  refeorces 
of  money,  in  a  ftate  of  jealoufy,  ripe  for  alienation,  ready 
to  rife^  and  with  ten  thoufand  armed  men  in  her  kii^deo^ 
iinder  no  controul  of  government^    Where  was  now  our  fen- 
timental  jiUy,  about  whom  a  noble  Vifcount  [StormontJ  had 
lately  faid  it  was  improper  to  fpeak,  urging  that  the  friend* 
fhip  of  great  ftates,  and  the  friendihip  of  private  perfoos 
"were  governed  by  the  fame  principles,  and  therefore  it  was 
as  unfair  to  diftruft  the  good  faith  of  the  one,  as  it  would  be 
to  diftruft  the  fincerity  of  the  other.  Was  it  not  known  that 
.all  negotiation  was  at  an  end ;  that  Spain  had  ^iTcn  vp 
her  mediation?     He  declared,  he  had  a  high  opinion   e{ 
iSpanifh  honour ;  the  minifters  of  that  country  weie  great 
and  refpedable  charaAers;  they  alwaiys  aAed  nobly   and 
fairly ;  if  therefore  he  might  gue(s  at  the  language  of  Spain 
to  this  country,  it  h^d  &en  very  diiStrent  from  what  hsul 
been  circulated  under  the  countenance  of  adminiftration. 
He  believed  Spaiti  had  faid  explicitly,  *^  We  wifli  for  peace 
ourfelves,  but  you  muft  either  make  peace  on  (he  tenut  diat 
art  o&red  you,  or  we  fiiall  be  obli^  to  take  part  in  the  war 
i^ainft  you."   Spain  was  not,  in  his  (pinion,  to  Uatne  for  ber 
donduA.    Where  were  our  other  allies  i   The  bafiiie&  of  die 
xiorthern  courts  had  been  fo  iil-condvtQed  and  ill-managed 
Hy  the  igrnorant  perfons  to  whom  it  had  been  entmfled  of  hte 
*yeart,'that  ^e  had*ii6t  a  friend  'amoi^  diem.    Even  the 
cofXtt  of  Peterfbucgh,  in  which  there  faaki  been  fofttXH^  a 
ipredikdMoo^  ip  violent  ^  ilKSuis^ioQ  tQ  fepre'  this  COuntiy, 
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kad  been  ob^ged  ta  wean  iittlf,  and  tke  f^rit  wbacb  W4 
ought  to  have  cnltivated  and  encouragedj,  had  been  lu^red 
to  evaporate  entii«ly.  We  had  let  France  make  a  peace  fo^  > 
Ruffia  with  the  Turk^  and  permitted  her  to  load  the  Em* 
prefs  witH  iavoars.  Where  was  the  King  of  Frnfiia,  dur  old 
ally  in  the  laft  war  i  He  had  taken  no  part  for  us ;  he  would 
take  none.  He  knew  us  too  well ;  he  knew  the  little  politics 
of  our  court,  the  narrow  fyftem  of  our  cabinet ;  he  was  tod 
well  acquainted  with  both,  to  truft  the  prefeot  miniftry*  Af-^ 
ter  laying  a  great  deal  lefpefiing  foreign  powers,  his  Lord«> 
ihip  drew  bis  argument  nearer  home,  and  remarked  that  the 
eyes  of  many  weilt  turned  upon  the  nature  of  the  connedioa 
between  this  country  and  Ireland  ^  that  he  had  lately  read  a 
very  able  and  mafterfy  pamphlet ;  be  knew  not  who  was  the 
the  author  of  it,  but  it  was  called  a  Letter  to  Sir  William 
Blackftone,  in  which  the  whole  matter  was  ftirred,  the  prin« 
ciples  of  government  inveftigated,  the  pra&ice  of  it,  with  re^ 
gaid  to  Ireland  confidered,  and  the  propriety  and  reafen  of 
both  the  principles  and  praAtce  of  government,  in  that  re* 
fped,  very  freely^  but  very  fairly  difcufled  and  argued. 

Having  enforced  the  neceffity  of  immediately  beginning 
the  bufinefs  of  examining  into  the  ftate  of  the  trade  and  go-^^ 
vernment,  management  of  the  revenue,  &c.  of  Ireland,  and 
declared,  that  by  admitting  the  diftrefles  of  the  country  in 
the  motion  for  me  addrefs  of  the  nth  ioftant,  every  tninff 
done,  and  every  thing  faid  by  Ireland  up  to  diat  day,  wa3 
ratified  and  fadioned,  his  Lordfliip  proceeded  to  advife  the 
Houle  of  his  intended  propoiltion,  which  he  rea4  to  the  foU 
lowing  purport : 

^^  That  an  humble  addrefi  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty, 
rcquefting  tl|;at  his  Majefty  would  be  graciouily  pleaied  t6 
order  to  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  luch  fteps 
as  have .  been  taken  in  confequence  of  the  addreft  of  thit 
Houfe  cS  the  nth  of  May,  and  of  his  Majefty^s  moft  gra^ 
cious  anfwer  thereto^  and  humbly  to  recommend  to  his  Ma^ 
jefty,  if  his  royal  prerogative,  ^s  vefted  in  his  Majefty  6r 
the  conftitution,  be  not  adequate  to  the  relief  of  the  a(> 
knowledged  diftreflTed  and  impoverifhed  ftate  of  his  Maja- 
fty's  loyal  and  welUdeferving  fubieAs  of  Ireland,  that  fat 
would  be  pleaied  to  continue  the  rarliament  of  this  king^ 
dom,  as  now  aflembled,  and  give  immediate  orders  for  caU- 
ing  forthwith  his  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  t^eir  juft  com- 
plaints may  be  fully  conjidercd  and  remedied  without  delay  ; 
th^  thf  w^te4  vimon  of  affe&ion  may  be  Djreferved  between 
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both  kihgdoinsy  always  defirable  but  in  the  pitfent  ikiiatioD 
of  public  affairs,  abfolutely'  efiendal  and  iadifpenfable  to  the 
prefervatioQ  and  welfare  of  both ;  and  that  the  united  ftrcngth 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  in  due  time,  and  with  due 
effeft,  be  executed  under  the  blcffing  of  Gk)d  againft  the 
common  enemy.'* 

*  This  motion,  he  declared,  he  wifhed  not  to  move,  unlefs 
he  was  obliged  to  it ;  that  he  would  leave  it  on  the  table  till 
Monday,  or  any  future  day,  for  the  confideration  of  mini- 
fters ;  he  only 'wifhed  them  to  fee  the  neceffity  of  not  defer- 
ing  the  bufinefs  till  the  next  feSon  ;  and  he  the  rather  prefled 
it,  becaufe  they  might  very  eafiiy  proceed  without  delay  ;  thtt 
the  bufinefs  might  be  done  without  calling  a  parcel  of  mer- 
chants and  manufadurers  to  the  bar  ;  that  as  far  as  he  could 
iee,  it  would  not  reft  merely  on  their  evidence.  Having  fiid 
this,  he  took  occafion  to  ridicule  the  prefent*enq airy  in  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  faid,  it  was  falfely  called  aa 
enquiry  relative  to  America  ;  that  it  was  no  fuch  thing ;  that 
it  was  merely  an  tnveftigation,  whether  the  American  fecre* 
tary  had  treated  General  Howe  and  General  Burgoyne  with 
necefiary  civility  and  politencfs,  and  whether  the  generals  had 
returned  the  civility  and  politencfs  to  the  American  fecretaiy. 
He  obrerved,  that  a  parcel  of  lawyers,  the  attorney  general, 
and  the  judge  advpcete  at  their  head,  were  the  perfons  who 
put  the  principal  military  queftions  ;  that  ctmmls  took  upon 
them  to  enquire  whether  the  generals  pitched  their  camps  in 
fuch  a  pofition,  or  crofled  the  river  in  fuch  a  diredion  ;  how 
they  formed  their  line,  and  where  they  placed  their  park  cf 
artillery.  In  like  manner  he  imagined,  if  in  the  courfe  of 
enquiry ' relative  to  Ireland,  it  (hould  be  found  neccfTary  to 
call  merchants  to  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  the  military  officen 
would  be  the  members  employed  in  aiking  queftions  about 
trade. 

Byway  of  ftill' farther  preffing  the  matter,  his  Lordfliip 
declared,  that  if  miniftry  did  not  propofe  fome  immediate  ftep 
of  themfelves,  or  accede  to  his  motion,  ftiould  he  find  it  ne- 
ccfTary to  make  it^  he  ftiould  confider  their  conduct  as  an  in- 
demnity for  every  thing  thatmiglu  happen  in  Ireland  between 
tbis  and  the  next  feffions. 

His  Lordfhip  fpoke  for  a  full  hour  and  a  half,  and  after 
having,  with  his  ufual  power  of  oratory,  noticed  an  infinite 
varitrtv  of  topics,  concluded  with  repeating  his  declaration^ 
that  he  did  not  wi(h  to^prefs  his  motion,  provided  miniftcrs 
would  take  fome  ftep  immediately  to  convince  Ireland  of  the 
fxncerity  of  the  <int6i^iions  of  gbverli^ent  towards  her,  and 
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mfierting,  that  he  had  not  znj  motive  whatever  for  his  prefent 
condu^  but  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  he  had  no 
wfli  to  obtain  the  place  of  any  one  mihifter,  that  he  urged 
chem  to  z€t  in  the  bufinefs  immediately  from  the  beft  motives, 
and  that  it  certainly  would  be  eafy  for  them  fo  to  do,  when 
chey  were,  as  they  would  be,-  fupported  by  one  of  the  moft 
adive  oppofitions  ever  known  in  this  country. 

Lord  Stormont  rofe  to  reply  to  the  farcafm  thrown  out  by  Lord  Sur* 
the  noble  Lord,  who  fpoke  laft,  by  alluding  to  what  bad  fal*  ^'^^ 
len  from  him,  in  the  debate  of  the  23d  of  April.  •  He  never 
called  Spain  a  fentimental  ally,  but  was  ready  to  repeat  the 
words  ufed  upon  that  occafion,  which  fubftantially  imported, 
that  it  was  the  intereft  of  Spain  not  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
France,  and  that  it  was  neither  prudent  nor  politic  to  diftruft 
the  avowed  friendfliip  of  great  nations,  unlefs  it  were  known 
that  their  declarations  and  aSual  condud  were  contradidory^ 
to  each  other. 

He  replied  likewife  to  that  part  of  the  noble  Zx>rd's  fpeech, 
which  related  to 'the  condu^  of  the  court  of  Vienna;  and 
entered  into  a  perfonal  exculpation  of  himfelf. 

His  Lordfliip  fat  down,  with  declaring,  that  if  the  queftioil 
ihould  be  put  on  the  propofition,  he  would  vote  againft  it. 

Lord  tatu^nberg  rofe  to  make  an  apolog]^  for  interrupting  Lord  Fm* 
the  noble  Lord,  who  fubmitted  the  proportion  to  the  Houfe.  ^^nhergn 
Said,  he  was  convinced,  that  he  ihould  have  waited  till  his 
X«ord(hip  had  finiihed  his  fpeech. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  rofe j  and  made  a  fpeech  againft  re^harA  Cha^ 
ceiving  the  noble  Lord's  propofition.     The  chief  argument"'*^* 
bis  Lordfbip  urged  ioiupport  of  his  opinion,  was  the  mani- 
feft  repugnancy  between   the  propofition,  and  the  addreis 
moved  and  carried  on  nth  of  laft  month  ;  for  while  the  great 
cbje£l  is  pending,  and  preparatory  fteps  taking  for  the  full 
and  final  adjuftmeht  of  the  refpe^ive  rights  and  interefts  of 
both  countries,  what  does  the  propofition,  if  moVed    in  the 
ihape  of  an  addrefs,  import,  but  that  without  any  previous 
m&fures  founded  on  information,  or  mutual  confent,  to  come 
to  a  fpecific  vote  blindfolded  i     This  was  a  mode  of  proceed- 
ing to  which  he  could  never  lend  his  approbation.     It  would, 
in  his  opinion,  fruftrate  the  wife  and  cordial  intentions  of 
both  kingdoms  ;  and  both  addrefles  appearing  fo  him  mani- 
feftly  contradidory,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  who  fubmitted 
the  paper  to  their  Lordfliips*  confideration,  would  reconfider 
the  impropriety  of  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  at  prefent, 
and  confent  to  withdraw  it. 

4  Lord 
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lord  Gm-      lm4  0mM4wiili^  mM^» wH«tlm  lliff  IctarMd  Loid  aa 

^  fiip.    Clir^utpAim^  W  4lcr^  fvicf  tlw  lift  dxy ;  iiie 
pcqpk  cif  Icf Im^  w<fo.  in  9  fernmu  ^  he  would  not  fay  ripe 
for  inr^rK^ion^     Something  bad   becA  promiftil  ;  nothin:^ 
ImJ  been  4oin«n    Tbe  k^gusge  of  miaifteis,  particiftlarly  o£ 
the  noble  Lord  in  itv^  olhei:  Hou(^,  ikfi  the  bead  oIF  ibe  ^nances, 
i^  *^  Nobbing  <<9il  bf  donf  in  time  j'^  the  learacd  Lord  con- 
fers it,,  chough  be  b^ti  UQt  ufed  the  vecy  wQcds«    What  then 
VfiiX  be  the  prqbable  refult  of  fuch  a  conduA  I    The  patient 
dieVy  while  ihe  ph^^ioian^  are  ^oinfultiag  what  to  prefcnbe  -, 
the  people  in  the  laft  fts^e  of  s^aguifh  acid  defjpiair  call  for  ub' 
mediate  r^rcfs,     What»  oq  the  other  hand,  doea  tho  prefeat 
mo^ioo  ultipiately  UkM  tg.?  That  ibe  Partiaofieot  of  Great« 
^ritain,  inftead  vf  f^noty,  geoersd  promifca,  a  hundred  tunes 
violated,  an4  9fk  wbidhf  of  courfe,  Ireland  cannot  depend, 
call  for  fome  fubftantial  proof  of  Britifh  or  minifiirrial  fincc« 
rity.    ^^  Qiv^  ys  fome  one  ififtanee;  to  fliew  that  you  are  (in« 
<;erc  and  in  earneft,'*  fgy  the  people  of  Iretand.     ^^  Call  the 
Parliament  of  bptb  hioguoma,  toconfult  and  delibopate  in  theii 
];erpedive  affeqiblies^"  echoes  the  addrefe,  ^^  in  order  to  conic 
•   to  fome  fpeciiic  propp(i|ipn»  before  it  be  too  late  ;  or  if  that  be 
•thov^b^to^  m.H^b,''  faya  the  addrefs,  ^«  let  i|s  make  fome  pio- 
gref9  i  lei;  |he  ne ^^iliiry  dcicuments,  on  both  fides  the  water,  be 
procured  }  and  le|  uu  %t  a  feafon  of  more  leifure,   prodeed 
upon  fome  certain  fpecific  propofitions,  intended  as  the  iM^fis 
Va!t  h^iufCfifFO^^kig'S^i  by  which  means  Great- Britain  may 
determine  pn  the  grfat  line,  though  not  the  deuil,  of  her  in- 
tended con^effiom  I  an4  Ireland  mav  know  what  ibe  will  have 
good  reafonable  grounds  lo  cxpeA/^ 
Duke  of         The  Duke  of  Cb^n^u  prolefied  his  affcAion  and  bis  warm 
Cbandos.  '  feelings  for  the  difirefiVs  of  IreUn<).  '  Attached  to  it  by  fenti- 
ment,  and  conneded  with  it  by  intereft,  (having  a  large eftate 
there)  no  aobJe  {iOrd  preft^nt  would  go  greater  lengths  in  giv- 
ing ^arly  and  efTe^val  relief;  but  from  thefe  very  confidera- 
tioxis,  be  was  <:autiau«  in  taking  any  fudden  ftep,  or  adopting 
any  hafty,  immature  line  of  meafures  that  miffht  MX  ihort  of 
go  beyo^  that  medium,  on  which  alone  the  feparate  and  ag- 
gregate interefts  of  both  kinj|doaAS  muft  for  ever  depend.   Hit 
Grace  did  not  expnels  his  aifent  or  diiTent  to  the  propofidoa 
}aid  upon  the  table  by  the  noUe  Lord. 
Lord  fT^      Lord  li^^ytmauib  difapproved  of  the  propofition,  becaufe  it 
mwtb*        contained  ao  impJied  cenfureon  governmeht,  which  they  by 
no  means  deferved.     It  pre-fuppo(ed  two  things  ;  that  miRi- 
fleis  and  this  country  were  avcrfe  \p  the  giving  any  relief  to 
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I  rHa Ad  V  ^^fl  Silthough  l^arYhiArKM  lirli^  ^ell  ftif^dftd,  thalt  M]^ 
nifter^  had  negleded  to  comply  with  the  termi  of  the  fdroier 
addrei^l  He  cnutd  aiffure  the  no^le  LdM  who  had  laid  the|>a« 
pet  on  the  "tj^le,  iht^t  both  PiYlfani«l|[t  Md  minrfters  in/trt  tx^ 
tremer^y  defirotts  to  give  the  moft  csttiy  Mni  tfffedaal  Ye\M  to 
Ireland  in  their  power,  ahd  that  no  ftettiing  delay  afoTe  fhmi 
rreglef^*  He  had  written  to  the  Lord  Ifieutenant  *of  ItelanA 
for  fuch  papers  as  could  be -procured  ;  and  tiOthiAfr  b<jt  th^ 
thne  nctcflary  to  Aiake  tliem  out,  artdfct'Artflr^roduAtoTi  in 
that  Hocrfe,  prevented  them  from  being,  befere  MW^  imdet 
^leir  Lordfhips'  confiderarion. 

Duke  of  ManchiftiT  rdfe^  and  foiinie  SHbrdar  fatfviug  tAxti  Dukeof 
place,  the  oppofition  benches  tdtHpelted  ordet.  MsMcb^* 

His  Grace  faid,  he  had.th^  higheft  opinion  df  thelbyukjr 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  hi  cafe  the  Frendi  hmdett  as  an  ^ene- 
my  come  to  cQnquer.  He  had  no  fears,  thA  tht  radbo  meti 
now  nirgally  ^rmed  ?nthat  country,  vO^OUld  jbjn^ith  a  fo- 
reign ihvader.  By  every  tbihg  be  couFd  learn,  they  were  tob 
'brave,  too  loyal,  and  too  much  attached  to  ftiltttntrfts  t>f  H- 
T)crty,  ever  to  tamely  fubmit  to  a  foreign  yoke,  fnach  Wfs  af- 
-fift  in  forging  and  rivetting  their  own  chaikia.  Thealarm 
created  in  his  mrnd  was  of  a  very  different  nature.  It  waa 
the  new  adbpted  policy  of  7rance,  riot  to  appestr  as  an  invader 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  orti^rs,  but  the  protedor  of 
them,  the  friend  of  hutnaji  kind,  and  of  puUic,  at  leaft  Of 
municipal,  liberty.  The  French  creed  retp^drt^  thettepen- 
dencies  of  the  9ritilh  empire,  was  independency,  freedom, 
no  reftriflive  laws  upon  trade ;  an  exercife  of  natural  rights, 
rcftrained  only  by  law  and  liberal  policy.  On  this  Cvftem^tfae 
great  outline  of  French  politics  has  been  newly  modelled  ;  and 
he  hid  certain  information  that  French  emifiaries  had  been  in 
Jrehnd  for  fome  time  paft,  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  minds 
of  the  people  there,  as  they  had  fo  effeoually  done  in  Ame- 
rica. 

Whatever  the  real  Intentions  of  France  may  be,  if  (he 
fhould  efFe£l  the  landing  of  a  confiderable  force  in  that  king- 
dom, he  had  every  reafon  to  be  perfuaded,  that  it  would  not 
aAas  an  enetny,  however  it  might  be  received  ;  in  his  opini- 
on, tfaerefcre,  it  was  indifpeniably  neceflary  for  that  Houle 
and  Farlrament  to  adopt  fuch  fpeedy  mrafures  as  may  promife 
ro  defeat  fmpreffions,  which,  if  not  timely  counteracted, 
might,  from  circumftances  of  actual  mifery,  and  the  defpafir 
arifing  from  it,  be  produfitve  Of  the  moft  fatal  confequences. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  fpoke  for  a  confiderable  time,  arid  Duke  of 
}ji  |t)e  ipoarfe  of  his  fptei^  "tttat  \nt9  Ibc  ftatc  of  the  nation,  Grajm. 
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and  a  view  of  the  feveral  pofTeffions  and  dependencies  of  tbe 
empire. 
Sari  Gawtr,  £arl  Gower  faid,  the  objed,  if  rightly  underftpod,  and  pro- 
perly purfued,  was  an  objed  of  vaft  extent  and  magnitude, 
and  muft  of  courfe  involve  in  it  a  great  variety  of  confidera- 
tions.  Ireland,  he  allowed,  was  in  a  very  difl-reflcd  condi- 
tion, but  he.  could  never  think  (he  had  any  grievances  to  com- 
plain of,  if  the  term  was  applied  to  this  kingdom*  The  tra- 
ders and  manufadurers  of  Great-Britain  had  interefts  to  for- 
ward, proted,  and  preferve,  as  well  as  tbe  traders  and  maau- 
fadurers  of  Ireland.  They  muft  be  permitted  to.ftate  them, 
and  be  heard  in  their  fupport.  It  was  to  be  prefumed  that 
the  Irifli  Parliament  would  adopt  the  fame  mode.  Such  a 
mafs  of  important  matter  muft  take  great  time  to  adjuft,  fepa- 
rate,  and  conclude  upon*  It  was  not  the  work  of  a  day,  a 
.week,   or  a  much  longer  time. 

After  the  materials  were  arranged,  it  would   require  great 

.deliberation  to  devife  the  moft  proper  means  to  lead  to  a  wife 

and  happy  decllion*     It  would  call  for  great  labour,  induftry, 

and  unremitting  afliduity,  before  the  interefts  of  both  coun- 

.  tries  CQuld  be  alcertained,   and  fairly  placed  on  the  fame  bails. 

Great  ftrefs  had  been  laid  bj  noble  Lords,  upon  thepreffing 
exigencies  of  the  times.  Granted  :  and  he  was  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge that  they  were  prefling,  critical^  and  dangerous ; 
but  if'  this  argument  be  puflied  too  far,  may  it  not  be  fairlj 
afked,  will  you,  to  prevent  a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  give  caufc, 
perhaps,  df  a  rebellion  in  England  ?  No,  to  prevent  a  rebel- 
*  lion  in  either,  do  jufticeto  both  ;  give  relief  to  one,  and  the 
'  iq'ferefts  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  will,  as  they  ought,  be 
infeparably  and  permanently  conneAed. 

After  arguing  this  .point  very  candidly  and  obferving  that 
of  all  politics  thofe  are  the  moft  deteftable  which  conceal  ho- 
jdile  intentions  under  fjtir  words,  his  JLordfliip  proceeded  to 
point  out  the  inconvenience,  as  well  as  ihefficacy,  of  keeping 
Parliament  fitting  during  the  iunamer  and  autumn  by  fliorc 
adjournments. 

.  Bv*"the  regifter^  of  their  Lordlhips'  proceedings  [the  Jour- 
nals]  he  obferved,  that  late  feffions  were  always  thinly  atten- 
ded, be  the  buHnefs  ever  fo  important ;  and  if  the  reports  pf 
.  an  intended  invafion  Qiould  promife  to  be  realized,  many  of 
their  Lordfhips,  and  a  great  number  of  the  members  of  the 
'  other  Houfe,  who  bore  commiiBons  in  the  militia,  would  ne- 
ceflarily  be  abfentfrom  their  duty  in  Parliament,  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  another  duty,  that  of  repelling  the  common  enemy  : 
and  he  believed  it  did  not  require  mi|ch  argument  to  prore 
that  they  could  not  6e  in  two  places  at  the  fame  time.    He 
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flroDg  argument  ufed  by  his  Lordfl:iip  was,  that  not  miniftcrs, 
but  the  Parliament  of  Great- Britain,  ftocd  moft  folemnl/ 
and  facredly  pledged  to  the  Irifli  nation,  by  an  unanimou$ 
vote  of  both  Houfes,  followed  by  the  King's  anfwcr,  which 
was  a  pledge  given  by  every  branch  of  the  Jegiflature;  nor 
did  he  fee  from  the  circumftances  alreaiiy  urged,,  aa  to  the 
time,  the  latenef'a  of  the  feffion,  and  the  enormoi^s  cnafs  of 
matter  to  be  enquired  into,  how  it  was  poffible,  by  any  vote 
of  their  Lordjibips,  to  give  any  more  fatisfac^ory  aiQu ranee;.. 

Earl  of  Effingham  alluded  to  what  fell  in  the  coucTe  of  the  £iri  of  iT/- 
former  debate  on  the  prefent  fubje£i,  and  with  great  ability /fff^^«« 
endeavoured  to  ibew  that  himfelf,  and  feveral  n^1>le  Lorda 
[Richmond,  Rockingham  and  Ravenfwortb]  prtiTc^d  the  ne^ 
ceffity  of  letting  the  aUdreis  go  in  its  origiJial  f  »rm,  and  not 
to  agree  to  the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  Earl  at  tho 
head  of  the  council  [Gower]  and  reminded  his  Lordfhip,. 
that  when  doubts  were  darted,  that  nothmg  timely  or  effec-  ' 

tual  was  meant  to  be  done  for  Ueland,  his  Lordihip  fubftantU 
ally  replied,  that  if  no.t  all,  fomethipg  would  be  done  for  Ire* 
land  before  the  rifing  of  Parliament 

His  Lordfliip  fpoke  to  feveral  other  points,  and  prefied  moft; 
carneftly  the  neceffity  of  talcing  fome  previous  fleps,  in  order 
to  allay  the  ferment,  to  foften  and  mollify  the  refentmenta, 
and  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  of.  Ireland 

Lord  Town/bend  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion  j  defcribed  Lord  Tmon* 
the  difpoficion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  ;  the  fentiments  olfi^* 
the  eftabliihed  chuich,  thediilcnters,  and  the  Roman  (  atho* 
lies  ;  the  ftate  of  the  army  *,  the  number  of  people  illegally 
armed  there ;  the  face  of  the  country  ;  its  rivers,  fortrefles, 
&c.  from  all  which  he  {hewed  the  imminent  danger  of  the  aU 
ternative,  of  the  French  landing  there  in  a  hoftile  or  friendly 
manner. 

.  He  then  drew  a  comparifon  between  our  condud  towards 
Ireland  and  America.  The  iirft,  loyal,  affectionate,  patient 
under  thegreateftmiferies  and  oppreflions  ;  the  latter  fadtious^ 
rebellious)  ungrateful,  and  perfidious,  in  the  midd  of  plentyj^ 
and  after  receiving  .a  feritrs  of  accumulated  favours;  .     ■ 

What  is  our  condud  towards  them  ?  They  only  fue  in  the 
moft  humble  and  dutiful  manner,  to  loofen  the  fetters  that 
gall  them,  and  rankle  by  their  intolerable  weight,  and  eat  to 
the  very  bone«  What  is  our  anfwer  ?  Break  your  chains  if 
you  can,  or  perilh.  What  is  the  anfwer  to  the  haughty  and 
infolent  demands  of  the  traiterous  Americans,  leagued  with 
an  inveterate  and  ambitious  enemy  for  our  total  d^i^dlion  ; 
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wlio  have  already  drawn  fo  much  of  our  bcft  blood,  and  have 
been  the  caufe  of  our  fpending  fo  many  millions  of  our  trra. 
fure,  wrun^from  the  very  vitals  of  the  people  ?  You  fbail  be 
free  ;  you  (hall  pay  rw)  taxes ;  we  will  not  interfere  with  your 
internal  government;  you  fiiall  be  bound  by  no  retliidiioas 
on  your  trade  and  commerce. 

After  contrafting  thofe  cirumftancel  in  a  very  pointed  man- 
ner, he  (hewed  the  impolicy  and  injuiticeof  delaying  to  grant 
with  a  good  grace,  what,  if  refufed,  muft  be  the  conlVquence 
of  even  an  accommodation  with  America  ;  namely,  that  after 
the  concluflon  of  the  prefent  war,  the  per»plc  of  IreUod 
would  migrate  to  America,  in  pu^fuit  of  a  tree  rrade,  and  a 
milder  and  happier  conftitution  of  government ;  that  they 
would  carry  thither  their  manufaAures,  which,  wanted  no- 
thing but  the  circumftances  he  had  mentioned  to  bring  rheoi 
to  the  utmoft  perfeflion  ;  that  of  court*  the  only  fmgl  quef- 
tion  was^  whether  trade  and  commerce,  a  fruitful  foti,  and 
numerous  inhabitant^,  bound  to  this  country  by  every  motive 
of  afFeflion  and  intereft,  was  preferable  to  the  time  riches,  in  - 
duftry,  and  =  fFedive  (Irength,  juft  as  much  in  our  power  to 
every  good  or  wife  pufpofe,  as  if  they  refided  within  the  ifljind 
of  Great  Br  tain  ? 

His  Lorufbip  then  entered  \nto  particulars,  and  deprecated 
the  comfequences  which,  he  forefaw,  would  immcdiaiely  fol- 
low a  refufal  oit  our  part.  Suppofing  we  were  able  to 
fpare  fuch  a  force  as  might  promife  to  keep  the  people  there  in 
awe,  twelve  or  fifteen  t^oufand  men  encamped  in  thefouthern 
centre,  or  northern  part  of  that  kingdom  ;  if  for  inflance  the 
importation  of  allcommodoties  of  Britifh  giowihor  manufac- 
ture fhould  be  prohibited  ;  or  fuppofe,  on  the  other  hand,  th^t 
the  people  ftiould  rcfoKe  not  to  permit  the  exportation  of  beef 
or  butter.  What  will  cur  manufadurers  do  in  one  in(t-*nce, 
what  will  our  fleets  and  diftant  armies  '60  in  the  other,  if  a 

Sencral  defection  among  the  body  of  the  people,  ,even  among 
tic  v^ry  magiflrates,  (hould  prevail  ?  Wny,  while  your  army 
in  the  north  may  be  employed  in  quelling  infurredions  there, 
your  imports  and  exports  will  be  fufpeoded  ;  or  while  you  are 
favouring,  by  a  military  aid,  the  export  of  provifibns  in  the 
fouth,  your  import  in  the  north  and  centre  will  he  flopped  ; 
and  {ovscever/a.  His  Lordfhip  was  remarkably  ftrong,  and 
^as  heard  with  great  attention  within  the  bar. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Brijot  made  frequent  allufions  to  what  p.ifled  in  the 

Mrifigf.  former  debate,  and  pledged  himfelf,  that  if  the  propoiitton  on 
tlic  table  (hould  not  be  accepted  of,  or  if  it  fhould  be  talren 
qS  the  table  and  receive  a  negative,  he  would  bring  tfaequef. 
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^ion  forward  in  fome  other  (hape  before  the  rifing  of  Parlia« 
ment, 

After  coodemning  minifters  in  very  ftrong  terms,  and  re« 
prefcfiting  their  condii^  as  equally  fraught  with  treachery, 
incapacity,  and  fallacy,  he  faid,  he  knew  he  had  been  grofsly 
Diiireprefentcd  b)  fome  of  thein  to  his  Sovereign,  who  wete 
tale-bearers  and  whii'perers  ;  but  1)e  defied  their  arts  and  their 
malice.  He  loved  his  Sovereign  and  ever  {bouJd  i  he  revered 
his  virtues  becaufe  be  was  well  acquainted  with  th^rm  ;  but 
he  regarded  his  duty  to  the  nation  at  large,  and  prized  it  fui> 
perior  to  any  other  confideration  whatever. 

He  told  his  mind  freely  like  an  honeft  n^an  ;  he  gavean  ac* 
count  of  the  ftate  of  the  navy  i  he  knew  what  it  was  ;  he 
knew  what  it  ought  10  have  been  ^  he  knew  it  was  now  infe- 
rior to  that  of  France  ;  and  he  affirmed,  that  it  was  that  cir- 
cumftanre  alone  which  was  thecaufe,  and  the  fole  caufe,  of 
all  the  dire  calamities  with  which  we  were  now  threatened. 

He  reminded  their  LordfliipSt  what  he  faid  the  laft  day  he 
bad  the  honour  to  trouble  them  on  the  affairs  of  the  navy  ^ 
what  was  the  naval  ftrength,  and  the  real  difpofition  of  the 
court  of  Madrid.  His  words  were  truly  prophetic  ;  all  mo» 
diaiion  with  Spain  terminated  on  the  17th  of  1  aft  month- 
Spain,  if  not  already  a  declared  enemy,  was  proceeding  di- 
retStly  in  the  path  leading  to  it ;  and  for  his  part,  unlefs  other 
meafures  were  fuddenly  adopted,  and  other  men  at  fuddenly 
called  to  the  helm,  fanguinc  as  he  was,  in  his  hopes  and  ex« 
pe<Statioas,  he  faw  noihing.but  the  certain  approach  of  natio* 
pal  ruin  and  difgracc  ! 

£arl  of  ^belburtie  lepHed  to  the  objedions  which  bad  been  Earl  of 
made  from  the  other  lide  of  the  Houie  ;  and  faid,  if  minifters,  SMurm* 
perfcvcred  he  would  be  obliged  to  take  his  propofition  off  the 
table^  an  J  move  it  by  way  of  addrefs  to  the  throne.    * 

Lord  ChanceUor  rofe,  and  repeated  his  former  arguments,  iMiiCUnm 
and  faid,  if  the  motion  was  ma4<«  he  would  meet  it  with  a  di*  uUtr.    '^ 
T^Gt  ne;gative.     He  did  not  wiib  to  take  the  lead,   nor  pretend 
to  determine  upon  matters  of  ftate,  which  were  fo  foreign 
to  his  fludies  and  habits  of  life  }  but  on  the  prefent  occafion 
would  a&  for  himfelf. 

Duke  of  Richmond  vt^Wtd^  and  upon  the  ground  of  delay  x>oke of 
faidy  he  was  free  to  acknowledge  tba(  his  plan  of  meafunes  Mktmid* 
would  beihort,  unembarraffed^  and  dired  ;  he  would  be  for 
having  all  the  reftri£live  laws  on  the  trade  of  Ireland  repealed 
without  referve,  and  have  both  iflands,  in  refped  of  common 
iiitereft,  the  fame  without  local  diftin&ions  •(  any  kind 
whatever. 
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-  Eail  of  SbiWnmi  took  his  propofition  off  Ae  tabic,  and 
moved  it  regularly.  He  introduced  it  with  a  (hon  prefatory 
difcdurfe ;  and  after  a  few  miniites  converfatioo,  the  queftion 
being  put  the  Houfe  divided,  contents  32,  not- con  tents  61. 

As  foon  a»  their  LordOiip^  returned  into  the  Hoole^  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  reminded  them,  that  before  the  com- 
menceflaent  of  the  debate,  which  he  by  no  means  forcfaw 
would  have  been  of  fo  long  continuance,  he  begged  their 
Lordihips'  indulgence  to  poftpone  the  Greenwich  Hofpital 
bufinefs  tiil  the  next  day,  the  3d ;  but,  in  fad,  the  prefent 
evening  having  been  unexpectedly  occupied  in  the  manner  it 
waS)  tlwtr  Lordfbips'  intended  indulgence  would  amount  to  no 
indulgence  \  for  if  the  time  was  not  enlarged,  be  fhould  nerer 
cotne  fuficiendy  prepared  to  fpeak  to  the  (evetal  objeds  of  the 
enquiry,  which  might  be  eafily  believed,  when  he  would  have 
fio  time  but  the  enfuing  forenoon  to  arrange  and  digeft  the  vaft 
m^fsof  evidence  which  lay  upon  their  Lordfhips' uble. 

Earl  of  Sandwkh  ftrongly  oppofed  any  further  procraftina- 
fion  of  the  bufinefs ;  nor  would  he  confent  to  the  delay  of  a 
fingle  hour  farther  than  what  had  been  already  granted. 

Dukex}f  Richm$nd  complained  of  the  want  of  candour  now 
manifeftcd  by  the  noble  Earl,  who  fo  often  experienced  it 
itom  him  and'^ther  noble  Lords  at  his  fide  of  the  Houfe.  His 
Grace  particularly  reminded  his  Lordfhip  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  were  fufpended  for  feveral  days,  merelj  in 
compliment  to  his  Lordfliip,  on  account  of  a  domeftic  mif- 
ibrtunc,  which  ft^i£kly  fpeaking,  was  not  a  matter  fit  to  be 
weighed  againftan  objed  of  great  national  importance;  £al' 
luding,  poffibly,  to  the  untimely  death  of  Mifs  Reay.] 

Earl  of  Sandwub  repeated  his  former  arguments,  and  com- 
plained much  of  the  feveral  delays,  he  would  not  fay  defigned 
ones,  which  had  taken  place  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
enquiry. 

Duke  of  Richmond rcqucfked  that  he  might  have  only  twen- 
ty-four hours  more  granted  to  him  to  Friday  the  4th  and  that 
be  hoped  would  be  fufficienr;  whether  or  not,  he  would  be 
ready  to  proceed,  on  that  day. 

Lord  Dudley  reminded  the  noble  Duke,  that  Friday  would 
Jbt  the  King's  birth-day,  and  that  noble  Lords  would  be  that 
day  at  St.  James's:,  paying  thci^  rcfpefts  to  their  Sovereign. 

Duke  of  Richmond  faid,  the  public  bufinefs  of  the  nation, 

is  not  to  he  facrificed  to  a  mere  point  of  etijuettc.     The  noble 

Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  and   the  noble  Vifcooot 
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create  the  neceffity,  confequently  they  cannot  compfain  of  the 
inconvenience. 

His  Grace  was  ctlled  to  order  ;  but  he  contended,  what  he 
faid  was  perfeftly  within  order  ;  that  it  was  ftrift  parliamen- 
tary language,  and  the  times  were  furely  very  fervile  if  a  peer 
of  Parliament,  in  debate  upon  a  great  national  bufmefs,  could 
not  exprcfs  himfelf  freely,  and  exercife  his  judgement  on  the 
relative  confequence  of  any  two  matters  propounded  to  his 
confideration.  As  to  the  mere  mode  of  expreffion,  itimpor* 
ted  no  difrefped  to  his  Majefty,  for  whofe  perfon  as  he  ever 
had,  he  ever  would  retain  the  warmeft  loyalty  and  affedton  ; 
but  hefliould  always  prefer  his  parliamentary  duty  to  every 
other  objedof  inferior  confideration. 

Earl  hatburfi  preffed  the  neccflity  of  proceeding  on  Thurf-  Earl  Ba^ 
day,  faid  feverai  Lords  who  attended  the  enquiry  throughout,  '^«'/*  • 
and  who  wiflicd  to  be  prcfent  at  the  conclufion,  would  leave 
town  the  next  day,  after  they  had  paid  their  compliments  at 
St.  James's  ;  and  that  as  no  bufinefs  would  be  tranfaded  on 
Friday,  the  noble  Lords  alluded  to  would  be  kept  in  town 
till  the  middle  of  the  next  week,  which  would  prove  a  very 
peat  inconvenience  and  detriment  to  fuch  of  them  whofe  pre^ 
fence  was  become  neceiiary,  in  the  country  on  their  private 
affairs. 

Lord  Dtidky  faid,  if  the  Houfe  (hould  confent  to  fit  on  Fri*  LordDwi* 
day,  it  would  be  very  thinly  attended,  and  would  indeed  have  %• 
a  very  odd  appearance,  if  they  {hould  abfent  themft^ves  on 
that  day  fix>m  St.  James's. 

Duke  pf  ^/Vfa»on</ obferved,  that  the  noble  Vifcount's  rea-  Duke  of 
foning  waa  conciufive,  becaufe  it  was  unanfwerable.  He  for  Rkbmwd^ 
one  would  not  be  prefent  at  St,  James's,  nor  was  it  neceifary 
hcihouid,  though  it  might  net  be  fo  with  his  Lordfhip  and  fe* 
veral  of  bis  noble  friends,  who  were  to  go  and  make  their 
bows  and  obtifancis  ;  that  however  might  be  a  greater  objeft 
with  thofe  noble  Lords,  than  attending  to  the  public  bufmefs 
of  the  nation.  He  gave  his  honour,  that  there  was  nothing 
fncre  irkfome  to  him  than  to  be  obliged  to  do  any  thing  which 
afforded  evea  a  ihadow  for  fufpicion  of  his  wifhing  to  pro* 
craftinate  and  delay  ;  but  if  the  noble  Earl,  who  firft  refufed 
the  indulgence,  perfificd  in  his  firft  refufai,  he  could  aflurehis 
Lordfhip),  that  t^iere  were  many  methods  and  thofe  jiiftified 
by  the  lifages  and  orders  of  the  Houfe,  which  would  in  fac^ 
compel  what  he  now  wifhed  to  have  granted  to  him  as  a  fa- 
vour. One  he  would  mention,  that  of  having  the  volumi- 
nous evidence  delivered  at  the  bar,  and  read  at  full  length. 
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,  Earl  of  Saudwicb  faid  the  noble  Duke  might  make  his  op- 
tion as  he  liked  ;  but  whether  the'  evidence  was  read  long  or 
fhort,  he  would  not  forego  his  right,  that  of  proceeding  on 
the  buiinefs,  as  the  fir^  order  of  the  day,  to-morrow, 

Duke  of  Richmond  concluded  this  altercation  with  aflbring 
the  noble  Earl,  that  he  would  move  the  next  day,  or  get  fome 
friend  to  move  it  for  him,  ihat  the  evidence  be  read  vtrkxtim 
from  the  firft  to  the  laft  ;  (o  that  he  believed,  at  the  earliefi, 
their  Lordfliips  would  fcarcely  have  time  to  drefs,  thoogh  they 
fhould  fit  up  all  night  on  Thurfday,  in  order  to  attend  the  le- 
vee at  St.  JamesV.  His  Grace  then  gave  a  (hort  account  of 
himfelf,  and  of  his  aflkluities  in  difcharging  his  duty  in  Par- 
liament. He  acknowledged,  in  reply  to  a  noble  Lord,  who 
fpoke  lately  [Montfort]  that  be  had  five  days  to  prepane;  but 
how  were  they  fpent  ?  All  Monday  and  that  day  in  debate ; 
fo  that  he  had  but  one  day  in  reality,  and  two  mornings,  each 
of  which  he  was  up  at  feven  oMock,  and  clofely  engaged  till  he 
came  down  to  that  Houfe :  to-morrow,  then,  would  he  the 
next  whole  day  ;  and  if  the  bufinefs  was  to  be  proceeded  on 
even  on  Friday,  inftead  of  five,  or  four,  he  (hoold  have  no 
more  than  three  whole  days,  to  make  his  way  through  a  raafi 
of  evidence  confiding  of  feveral  volumes*  He  faid,  his  iitna- 
tion  brought  to  his  recollcSion  that  of  the  Roman  foldicr, 
who,  being  ordered  to  jump  from  the  Tarpeian  rock,  Ac  cen- 
turion on  duty,  after  the  foldier  had  twice  tried,  and  as  often 
retreated,  aiked  him  why  he  did  not  jamp,  as  he  had  tried 
twice  ?  The  foldier  replied,  he  would  give  him  leave  to  try 
four  times :  (b,  added  his  Grace,  if  I  have  had  five  days  to 
prepsre  myfelf,  I  will  give  the  noHe  Lord  [Montfort]  ten, 
and  I  am  fure  he  will  not,  at  the  expiration  of  them,  be  ready. 

June^. 

This  day  the  Houfe  met,  and  a  motion  heing  made  ^^  to 
read  the  evidence  relative  to  the  enqtiiry  into  the  management 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,'*  the  clerk  proceeded ;  but  after 
about  an  hour,  their  Lordfhips  confented  that  the  farther 
proceedings  fhould  be  deferred  till  Monday. 

A  fhort  conveifation  arofe,  on  the  bill  for  preventing  the 
file  of  the  place  of  clerk  of  the  affize,  between  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the  committee.  At 
length  a  kind  of  compromife  took  place,  which  the  noble 
Duke  predifted  would  prove  fatal  to  the  hill,  but  of  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor  faid  there  was  not  the  leaft  danger.  [This 
bill  was  afterwards  thrown  over  the  table,  and  kicked  out  of 
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he  other  Houfe.]  Their  Lordfhips,  on  account  of  the  birth- 
lay,  adjourned  till  Monday  the  7th. 

y«/w  7. 

The  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpitai 
efunjcd. 

Duke  of  Riihmond.  My  Lords,  as  I  was  the  perfon  who  Duke  of 
novev^  your  Lordihips  to  undertake  the  enquiry  into  the  ma-  *'«' 
1  .S[ement  of  Greenu  ich  Hofpitai,  it  will,  1  imagine,  be  ex- 
ceed, that  I  fliouid  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  fome  plan  to  be 
uriaed  in  confequence  of  the  information  that  has  been  laid 
a  your  table,  and  of  the  evidence  given  by  the  witneflcs  who 
avc  been  examined  at  yotfr  Lordlhips'  bar. 

This  enquiry  has  laftcd  To  long,  and  has  of  neccffity  been 
)  frequently  inlerrupred,  that  I  fear  it  becomes  indifpenfiblft 
r  mc  to  recall  to  your  Lordfhips'  memory  the  grounds  oa 
\iwh  i  firft  ventured  to  engage  your  attention  to  this  bufi- 
ets  1  fear  it  will  be  likewile  neceflary  for  me  to  obfervc 
n  many  parts  of  the  evidence  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  to 
Kn^%  froqi  the  very  voluminous  s|nd  various  matters  which 
5'-  i'c^me  but,  fuch  parts  -as  apply  to  thofe  ot>je£ts  which 
.%Ke  me  as  deferring  the  attention  and  incerpoiition  of  Par* 
iiin^ni. 

Your  Lordfhips  have  with  great  patience  attended  this  exa« 
ia>rion  for  above  two  months ;  and  although  I  hope  our 
i-ours^re  now  drawing  towards  a  concluiion,  yet  I  fear  I 

(t  to-day  rely  on  your  Lordfhips'  indulgence,  for  taking 
>  omt  what  norc  of  your  time,  in  this,  not  the  Icaft  impbr- 
rii,  [lart  of  the  1  uiinefs.  It  therefore  gives  me  peculiar 
nccrn  to  delay  for  a  moment  the  weighty  confideration  of 
lat  may  ht  neceflary  to  he  done  for  this  great  and  ufeful 
?rity,  by  any  matter  relative  to  myfelf.  But  as  great  and 
reifant  pains  have  been  taken,  both  here  and  without  doors^ 
mnVcprerent,  not  only  my  intentions,  but  even  my  words^ 
-'  ro  give  to  ihe  whole  of  this  bufinefs  a  colour  of  pique  and 
entmenr,  I  truft  your  Lordfhips  will,  not  only  in  junice  to 
S  bur  in  juftice  to  the  caule  I  have  undertaken,  fuffer  aie 
fhew,  that  there  is  no  real  foundation  for  foch  charges,  and 
x\  they  are  mere  tricks  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  public 
m  the  fober  and difpaffionate  coniideratioQ  which  I  wfih  to 
giveii  to  the  wcliape  and  happinefs  of  thofcp  whofe  time  of 
!  adfiiitsofthe  feweilfatisfadi6n9,  but  whofe  merits  deferve 
rhatwe  are  capable  of  affording  them  ;  I  mean  thofe  Britilh 
men  who  arc  worn  out  in  the  lervtce  of  their  country. 
4  lam 
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I  Sim  well  aware  of  the  difad vantages  under  wdich  every 
man  muft  labour,  who  engages  in  meafares  that  can  in  any 
degree  afFed  a  miniftcr.  It  is  no  matter  whether  it  be  to 
proteft  the  injured  pcnfioners  of  Greenwich,  or  to  oorJiJer 
the  {late  of  the  nation,  on  the  eve  of  entering  into  a  mod 
unequal  war.  If  the  inveftigation  can  poffibly  affeft  a  irac 
in  office,  it  muft  be  defeated.  Let  the  feamen  continue  to  be 
ill  fed,  ill  clad.  III  ufed ;  let  the  nation  be  without  a  orvt, 
without  commanders ;  let  a  whole  fleet  of  viftuallcjs  be  itct 
into  an  enemy's  port-— All  thefe  had  better  be  left  onrcdreiTed 
or  unenquired  into,  rather  than  one  minifter  Ihouid  be  con- 
vifted  of  a  job,  and  of  a  total  incapacity  for  his  office;  oi 
another  of  having  forgot,  in  his  flumbers,  that  he  had  f^:- 
dered  the  evacuation  of  the  place  to  which  he  fent  the  only 
fubfiftence  of  his  army; 

To  prejudice  the  public  againft  the  enquiry  into  the  ma* 
jiagement  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  it  was  neceffary  tomiijr^ 
prefent  the  view  with  which  it  was  undertaken. 
:  To  inveftigate  the  abufes  of  a  public  charity  from  puWic 
motives  alone  was.  readily  deemed  impoffible  !  to  fed  for  u 
old  fcaman,  who  is  no  longer  of  ufe,  ridiculous !  to  eonpiO^ 
fo  much  pains  and  time  aierely  to  make  two  thoufaml  mci 
live  comfortably,  and  enjoy  uninterrupted  the  benefirs  ib 
'  ilate  has  allotted  to  themV  was  an  inconceivable  abfurdity  !- 
No,  it  muft  have  a  motive  more  confonant  to  the  notions  o 
^lofewho  feel  themfelves  attacked  in  every  attempt  at  refer 
*  mation.  It  originated  in  malice ;  it  was  purlbed  by  chicans 
ry,  and  would  end  in  dirappointment, 

Notwithftanding  the  moft  explicit  declarations  which  I  ba 
iBade,  in  the  opening  of  this  bufinets,  that  1  accuied  no-x>Jy 
that  .1  nieant  only  to  enquire,  not  to  charge^  yet  your  Lo-d 
jhips  have  fecn  how  often  attempts  have  been  made,  even  i 
iJiis  Houfe,  to  confound  things  fo  totally  difiierent.  Aik 
indeed,  coofidering  the  great  abilities  that  have  been  eroplov: 
in  thofe  repeated  attempts,  I  muft  rejoice  that  perfevcrar. 
and  truth  have  at  length  been  able  to  make  good  tbeir  grcun 
iagai^ft  fophlftry  and  art. 

..'It  has  been  argued,  that  the  foundation  of  this  eoquirv  wi 
an  attack  againft  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  that'ur. 
no  other  ground  would  the  Houfe  have  gone  into  it.  T' 
noble  Lord  himfelf  has  faid,  *^  that  unleis  he  had  cooildirt 
it  as  fuch,  he  ihculd  not  have  given  way  to  it  as  a  maazi 
of  thisHoufc/* 
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'Mly  ideas  of  the  motives  which  ihould  induce  ParUamenl 
to  enter  on  any  bufinefs,  arc  indeed  very  different  frort  thefe* 
[  had  conceived,  that  a  nation  whofe  exiftence  depends  upon 
its  trade  and  its  navy,  a  nation  which  compelled  thefervice 
3f  its  manners  while  they  were  young,  and  had  made  ample 
provilion  for  rheir  retreat  when  old,  would  think  complaints 
of  abufes  from  a  principal  officer  in  the  hofpital  appropriated 
for  their  repoie,  more  wogthy  the  attention  of  the  ftate  chaa 
the  concerns  of  any  individual  whatever. 

Had  the  noble  Lords  avowed  their  fentiments  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  thjs  bufinefs,  had  they  fairly  declared  bow  little 
they  thought  Greenwich  Hofpital  dcfcrvcd  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  of  how  much  importance  it  was  to  the  Houfe 
to  clear  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  we  fhould  have  been 
at  iiTae,  and  misht  have  faved  the  Houfe  much  trouble  ;  for 
I  tmft  I  know  the  principles  of  juftice  too  well  to  wifli  to 
try  any  man  without  a  charge,  and  by  a  court  of  enquiry.  ^  I 
know  chat  in  fuch  a  proceeding  guilt  can  too  frequency  evade 
the  evidence  necelTary  for  convidion,  and  that  the  want  of 
evidence  in  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  no  proof  of  inno- 
ceture.  If,  therefore,  the  Houfe  had  determined  to  confides 
this  enquiry  as  a  charge  againft  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty,  and  to  try  him  incidentally  in  the  courfe  of  it,  I  fhould 
for  one  have  retired  from  the  bufincfs. 

No,  my  Lords,  whenever  I  do'charge  any  man,  it  (hall  be 
in  a  l^al  and  dired  manner.  I  have  joined  with  a  noble  Earl 
[the  Earl  of  Briflol]  in  charging  the  lirflXiOrd  of  the  admi* 
ralty  with  malverfation  in  his  office.  I  think  the  fadl  was 
proved  :  if,  witii  fix  millions  more  money  than  was  voted  in 
\\We  circumftances  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  to  have  a 
worie  fleet  is  a  malverfation  in  office  ;  and  I  voted  with  thir- 
ty-feven  other  Peers  for  his  removal. — One  hundred  and  fc* 
venty*three  commoners  have  likewiic  voted  in  dire£t  and  per<» 
ional  queftions  againfl  that  noble  Lord  •  and  a  time  mar 
come  (I  wifh  it  may  not  be  near  at  hana)  when  the  bad  et- 
fefts  of  his  mifmaoagement  of  the  navy  may  produce  a  ftiil 
more  ferious  mode  of  trial.  ♦ 

But,  fo  determined  were  fomc  of  your  Lordfhips  to  let 
me  up  as  an  acctt&r  of  die  firft  Lord  ot  the  admiralty^  in  the 
bufmefs  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  that  the  cxproffions  I  ufcd, 
when  I  moved  for  papers  preparatory  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol's 
tnotion,  viz«  ^'  that  the  ground  of  that  motion  was  tnalver^* 
lation  in  office,"  were  immediately  transferred  from  the  ad*  . 
Vql.XIL  -     F  f  f  miralty 
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ftifalty  to  Greenwich.  'What  was  faid,  upon  the  knovm  and 
proved  ftift  of  a  ruined  navy,  was  applied  to  the  fufpiciom, 
but  then  unproved,  mifmanagement  of  a  marine  hofpiuL 
And  notwithftanding  the  very  different  ground  on  which  I 
opened  this  bufiocfs,  and  my  repeated  explanations  of  it;  tni« 
round  aiTertipn  was  puihed  lb  far,  that  if  other  Lords,  as  well 
as  myfclf,  had  not  particularly  recollected  the  circumfianccj 
2  muft  have  appeared  guilty  of  the  moft  grofs  c<2|itnididioo. 

My  objea,  my  Lords,  was  Greenwich  Hofpital,  the  wel- 
fare and  comfort  of  veteran  feamen,  to  whom  this  nation  o«  t^ 
its  former  glory.  Complaints,  infinite  in  ndmber  and  cod- 
iiderable  in  degree,  had  been  made  to  all  the  governors  of  thb 
charity.  As  one  of  them,  I  received  dielc  complaints. 
They  were  not  idle  reports,  but  regularly  made  out  by  a  prin- 
cipal officer  of  the  Houfe,  fupported  by  affidavits,  and  uanf- 
mitted  in  a  regular  official  manner. 

The  nature  of  many  of  the  complaints  was  fuch  as  tlic 
different  boards  eftahlifhed  in  the  hofjpital  could  not  reAify; 
for  the  complaints  were  chiefly  agamft  the  proceedings  cr 
thofe  boards.  And  the  fupreme  and  laft  powers,  the  general 
court  and  board  of  admiralty,  inftead  of  affording  rdret'^ 
had  illegally  deprived  the  complainant  of  his  office,  after  hav- 
ing at  leau  countenanced  his  being  harrafled  with  profecu- 
tions  in  Wcftminfter-Hall. 

The  charter  itfelf,  which  had  been  (b  materially  altered 
from  the  commiflion,  was  the  fountain  from  whence  moft  of 
the  grievances  flowed.  The  effeft  of  thofe  alterations  cauU 
not  be  flopped  in  its  courfe  by  any  of  the  boards.  The  in- 
terpoiition  of  P<irliament  was  necelTary  to  bring  back  the  cha- 
rity to  its  original  channel. 

With  a  view  to  learn  the  truth  of  thefc  complaints,  their 
nature  and  extent,  I  moved  your  Lordfliips  to  ondertakc  tius 
enquiry.  Captain  BaiUie's  reprefentation  of  grievances  wa 
fully  lufficient  to  create,  at  leaff,  a  preiumption  that  thef 
might  exift,  and  the  repeated  conviSion  of  one.of  the  men 
flagrant  offenders  in  the  courts  of  law^  with  the  notorious 
fubfequent  employment  and  encouragement  of  the  pcrlbnfo 
conviAed,  created  ibmething  more  than  a  prefumption.  H 
the  grievances  did  exift,  as  they  were  of  a  nature  that  Parlia- 
ment alone  could  remedy,  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  10 
afford  that  remedy  ;  if  they  did  not  exift,  it  was  equally  nc- 
ceffary  that  their  futility  mould  be  made  known,  that  (be 
miftaken  peniioner  fliould  be  diiabufec),  and  ti^  the  alann^^^ 
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iblic  (hould  be  made  cafy.  Whatever  was  to  be  the  refalty 
could  not  proceed  with  any  degree  of  &tisfa{iion,  but  from 
parliameatary  enquiry.  All  thedepartoients  of  the  hofpi- 
1  were  interefted  and  parties  concerned.  They  were  wri-« 
ng  libels  againft  each  other  ;  for,  if  Captain  Baillie's  bo^k 
called  a  libel  on  the  officers  of  the  houfe,  I  am  fure  the  re- 
)rt  of  the  committee,  and  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  en* 
tied,  Another  Sute  of  Fafts,  were  libels  againft  Captain 
aiilie.  . 

The  enquiry  therefore  appeared  to  me  proper  and  neceflary. 
If,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  there  (hould  come  out  proof  of  miC- 
)ndud  in  any  officer,  your  Lordihips  might  think  it  a  ground 
r  further  proceedings  in  a  regular  manner  againft  fucb  per« 
n.  You  might  dire£l  him  to  be  profecuted,  or  you  mighC 
ke  fuch  other  regular  and  legal  fteps  as  the  occauon  fhould 
quire,  and  the  wifdom  of  tne  Houfe  ihould  fuggeft.  But 
>ur  Lordfhips  would  never  deem  any  man  either  acquitted 
condemned  by  what  might  incidentally  have  come  out  in 
t  enquiry  into  another  matter^  wherein  no  charge  was  fo^ 
'^ed  as  to  convid,  and  wherein  there  was  no  hearing  in  dc« 
nee  to  obtain  an  acquittal. 

That  obfervations  (hould  be  made  on  what  has  appeared  was 
lavoidable. 

It  is  impoffible  for  mankind  not  to  form  fome  conjeAures 
I  tranfadions  which  may  be  very  apparent,  and  yet  not  fuf* 
ptible  of  that  degree  of  legal  proof,  which  can  alone  fup« 
n  legal  proceedings.  Judges  themfelves,  with  all  the  rec-^ 
ude  and  impartiality  which  ought  always  to  accompany 
?ir  charaders,.  may  have  inwardly  the  clearcft  €onvi£lion  o^ 
latthey  are  not  warranted  judicially  to  pronounce.  I  need 
t  fay  much  to  illuftrate  this  point.  How  notorious  is  the 
e  of  boroughs  !  the  jobs  that  are  given  to  fecure  them  !  and  . 
e  undue  influence  of  the  Crojvji  in  Parliament!  (i  mean 
former  times.)  No  man  doubts  thefe  fads,  and  yet  how 
e  is  detedion  !  It  might  therefore  happen,  that  although 
?re  fliouM  not  appear  any  dired  and  legal  proof  againft  the 
le  authors  of  fucb  abufes,  yet  that  the  moft  plain  under- 
ndmgs  (hould  fee  through  their  condud. 
Whatever  fuch  conjedures  may  have  been,  they  have  arl- 
I  from  fafls,  not  from  my  fuggefttons,  nor  has  it  been  at 
my  ohfeft  to  bring  them  forth ;  my  aim  has  been  to  af- 
tain  the  abafe.  All  confideration  of  mar  icing  or  of  punifh-^ 
;  the  delinquent  has  been  loft  in  the  more  enential  purfuit 
the  icoiedy«  For  although  example  may  be  the  bcaft  me* 
Fffa  thod 
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tkod  of  preventing  a  repetition  of  crimes  ;  yet,  punifhmcnt' 
in  my  opinion,  is  only  a  fecondary  coniideracion,  cotnpirei 
with  the  immediate  redrefs  of  grievance.*  That  this  basbren 
my  main  objeA  I  truft  has  fully  appeared,  I  have  not  once 
condefcended  to  alk  a  witnefs,  whether  he  was  a  Huntin- 
donflitre  voter,  or  deviated  from  my  finglc  bbjed,  wh:c5 
was  to  afcertain  the  matters  which  form  t^  fubjcd  of  com- 
plaint. 

It  has  been  fatd,  that  although  I  have  declared  that  I  dii 
not  charge  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  in  the  cnqu  r, 
that  Captain  Baillie's  book  did  ;  that  his  book  is  on  the  ta^ : 
before  the  Houfe,  and  that  therefore  the  noble  Lord  muft  te 
acqoitted  or  condemned.  But  is  this  the  method  of  proneo- 
Jng  in  this  Houfe  ?  Do  we  forget  that  the  bufincfs  of  m 
committee  it  enquiry,  not  .trial  ?  Captiin  Baillie's  book  ii 
before  us  as  evidence  of  charges  made,  laid  before  the  genna] 
codrt,  but  vninquired  into  by  them,  except  in  a  moftpantal 
manner.  To  convert  this  evidence  of  one  fad  into  a  charvj 
of  another,  into  a  charge  againft  Lord  Sandwich  for  w^icij 
he  is  now  on  his  trial  before  this  Houfe,  is  perverting  eved 
idea  of  common  fenfe  and  of  juftice.  Indeed,  this  ftrand 
tiotion  of  Gonlidering  every  .man  on  his  trial  before  the  com 
mittee,  for  what  might  come  out  in  evidence  upon  ano:hej 
fnatter,  has  been  attempted  to  be  enforced,  and  the  ridicuir;^ 
confequences  of  that  attempt  have  been  fo  glaring,  tha'  ta 
committee  havedefifted  from  purfuing  it.— It  was  concevd 
that  apart  of  Captain  Baillie's  evidence  was  an  accufittnpQ 
'  Mr.  Murphy;  and  it  was  contended,  that  Mr.  Murphy  ihotj'i 
read  his  defence,  and  comment,  article  by  article,  on  Captaij 
Baillie's  charge.  But  your  Lordfbips'  good  fenfc  put  a  itci 
to  this  proceeding.  It  is  true,  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  hci| 
of  the  admiralty  complained  of  my  having  induced  the  coi^ 
mittee  to  ftop  this  fttange  procedure,  which  he  -called  a  hard 
ihlp  on  his  witnefTes.  It  is  new  to  me  to  haVe  co  juftifv  rri 
felf  for  leading  the  Houfe.-p^-As  I  ftand  here  unfupported  ij 
the  weight  of  ofHce,  or  miniftcrial  influence,  and  have  bi 
ndChiifg  to  truft  to  but,  truth  and  reafon,  to  perfuade  yoi 
Lordfliips,  I  fhall  continue  to  believe  that  the  committer  «d 
ed  properly,  and  remain  convinced  that  enquiry  aod  tnaJ  ai 
fubjeas  totally  different. 

I  now  come  to  confider  what  has  appeared  in  the  ccurfei 
this  enquiry. 

And  here  I  am  perfuaded  your  Lord&ips  will  thiak,  wij 
me,  thaft  it  is  not  necefiary  for  the  Houfe  to  come  to  any  ti 
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iblutioii.concerniag  many  of  the  matters  which  ba^  beeo 
examined  into. 

From  the  be>2innrng,  I  wiihed  to, avoid  giviAg  the  Houfe 
the  trouble  of  entering  into  too  great  a.detail.     Many  points 
urged  in  Captain  BailUe's  book,  and  very  proper  for  him,  as 
lieutenant  governor,  to  attend  to,  were  not  of  a  kind  to  de« 
fciyt  the  attention  of  this  committee.     On  thefe  (and  ihey 
are  many)  no  enquiry  has  been  made.     Of  tbofe  which  have 
been  enquired  into,  many  are  either  adually  redrefTcd  by  hi^ 
means,  or  are  capable  of  redrefs  from  the  ordinary  conftitu-* 
tion  of  the  hofpiial.     i  Ihali  not  trouble  your  Lordfhips  to 
take  notice  of  thefe  in  the  report  I  fhall  move  to  your  Lord« 
ihips  to  make  to  (he  Houfe  ;  but  in  juftice  to  Captain  BaiU 
lie,  in  juftice  to  a  man  who  has  taken  laudable  pains  to  point 
out^and  wherever  it  has  been  in  his  power,  to  corred  every 
fore  of  abufe,  I  think  it  right  to  mention  how  far  they  havo 
been  proved.     Some  of  thefe  abufesmay  perhaps  appear  ofa 
mean  and  Frivnious  nature,  to  thofe  who  will  not  con&der  how 
many  things  there  are,  which  in  the  defcription  appear  ex* 
trrmtly  mean  and  cc>nten>ptible,  from  beiAg  of  the  moft  or* 
dinary  and  vulgar  ufe,  and  yet  contribute,  for  that  very  rea^ 
fon^  eflentially  to  the  happineis  09  mifery  of  mankind.     But 
I  (hall  be  fatisified,  though  1  {hould  afford  matter  of  ridicule 
to  thofe  who  have  more  tafte  than  humanity,  provided  that 
by  laying  open  the  very  meaneft  of  thofe  matters,  I  may  be- 
come ferviceable  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  the  meaneft  mai^ 
in  th   kingdom. 
Thei'c  abufcs  are, 
I  ft,  Reffe£iing  thi  danger  of  fin. 

Captain  failjie,  in  his  b<K>k,  page  68,  fays,  ^<  That  the 
taylors*  (hop  expofes  the  building  to  accidents  by  fire,  from 
the  careleli  c:§  of  j^)urneymen  taylors,  who  work  by  candle- 
light. 

Mr.  Cowley  depofed,  that  Captain  Baillie  had  requefted 
the  committee  to  enquire  into  this  bufinefs,  but  in  vain. 

Sir  John  Fielding  depofed,  indeed,  that  it  did  not  appear 
where  the  late  fire  had  begun;  but  he  pnoved  the  pradice  of 
thirty  journeymen  taylors,  of  the  loweft  clafs,  working  in 
the  hofpital  by  candle-light,  being  fupplied  with  gin,  and 
not  being  under  the  infpe£iion  of  military  officers. 
idly.  Jn  regard  to  tht  Jbitts. 

Captain  BaiUie,  in  hit  book,  page  66,  mentions  thexiam* 
plaints  of  the  penfioners. 

Thomas  Field  has  depofed  before  us,  that  he.had  nact-» 

Cured  770  (beets  in  the  infirmary,  and  that  he  had  found,  on 
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an  average,  a  deficiency  of  upwards  of  half  a  jrard  on  each 
pair. 

Mr.  Godby,  the  fteward,  has  contended,  that  they  are  obli* 
ged  to  cut  the  fheets  (horter  than  the  ftandard  length  of  the 
hofpital,  to  prevent  remnants ;  afferting  that  the  length  of 
the  pieces  running  from  thirty-feven  to  forty  yarda,  h^  cut 
them  into  eight  (beets,  or  fixteen  lengths.  Thar  the  ftan- 
dard being  two  yards  and  a  half  for  each  len^ith,  they  would 
be  exa£i  when  the  pieces  meafure  forty  yards,  but  deficient 
when  under  that  length. 

Mr.  Price,  a  linen-draper,  depofed,  th«t  Ruffia  pieces  of 
that  fort  run,  on  an  average,  to  thirty  ells,  or  thirty-  leirea 
yards  and  a  half ;  fo  that  on  the  average  there  mufl  be  a  con* 
tinual  deficiency  from  the  ftandard. 

Captain  Baillie,  in  his  evidence,  fays,  that  if  thefe  picoes 
of  thirty-feven  yards  and  a  half  were  cut  into  fifteen  inftead 
of  fixteen  lengths,  the  ftandard  of  the  hofpital  would  be  ad* 
herrd  to  without  leaving  anv  remnants. 


3dly,  With  refpe£f  to  the  Jhirts. 
Captain  F 


uptain  Baillie*s  book,  page  69,  ftates  the  oontplaints  of 
the  men.  . 

Thomas  Field  depofe^,  that  he  had  meafured  the  linen  ia 
his  ward,  and  upon  160  (beets  and  160  ihirts,  be  found  a  de- 
ficiency of  ninety-five  yards; 

Mr.  Godby  did  not  pretend  to  deny  the  deficiencv  from 
the  ftandard,  but  thought  it  enoUi^h  to  fay,  that  the  deficiency 
was  not  embezzled,  but  a  faving  to  the  hofpital— A  ftra.  ge 
.  reafoning  this  !  as  if  the  purfe  of  the  hofpital  had  any  other 
intercft  than  that  of  the  pehlioiiers,  and  that  favings  from  the 
fe^ruiated  allowances  were  a  benefit  to  thofe  from  whom  the 
lavings  are  made. 

Mr.  Cuft,  chairman  of  the  committee  which  was  to  exa- 
mine into  the  s^ufes,  admits  that  ^*  in  fome  inftances  the 
dirts  were  under  ftandard  ceruinly." 

4^hly.  In  regard  to  the  Jhoeu 

Captain  Baillie,  in  his  book,  page  69,  had  taken  notice  of 
their  bein^  bad,  and  that  the  penfioners  had  complained  to  the 
council  of  them,  27th  of  June,  1777. 

Mr.  Cuft,  in  his  evidence  admitted  that  *^  ibme  that  were 
prod  uced  were  found  to  be  very  bad.** 

5thly .   In  regard  to  the  uomen*s  cbaths. 
•    Mr.  Cuft  admits  that  ^^  they  were  not  fo  good  as  they  ufed 
t«  be,"  and  your  Lordfliips  have  bad  famples  produced  befoie 
you. 

bthly.  Ai  to  the  Joeitngs. 
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Tbty  werecompUiiied  of  by  Ci^ptain  Baillie^  in  bis  book, 
page  69. 

It  appears,  by  Mr.  Godby's  evidence  that  in  May,  1777, 
**  he  complained  to  the  direftors  of  6000  pair  of  ttockings, 
and  conceived  that  none  cf  them  were  equal  to  the  pattern  ;** 
and  it  appears  by  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  diredors,  that 
the  ftockings  returned  were  fo  bad,  that  one- third  of  thcnx 
was  returned  to  the  contraSor,  and  the  other  two-thirds 
kept,  bccaufe  there  was  no  time  to  get  better,  and  one  fhil- 
ling  per  dozen  was  dcdufted  from  tliofe  which  from  neccf- 
fity  were  kepft. 

The  council,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1777,  "  received  feve- 
ral  complaints  (cancerninje  (lockings^  found  them  to  be  juftly 
founded,  and  ordered  the  ueward  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
board  of  direftors,  for  their  information,  that  the  neccffary 
mcafurcs  might  be  taken  for  redreffing  the  men.** 

Nothing  was  done  in  confequence  of  this  minute.  ' 

7thly.  Ai  to  vjajhlng. 

It  was  complained  of  in  Captain  BaiUie's  book,  page  68. 

Mr*  Ball,  clerk  of  the  council  read  the  minutes  of  i6th 
January,  1778,  where  it  appears,  "  that  three  nurfes  com- 
plained that  the  linen  of  tlie  men  under  their  care  was  badly 
waihed,  and  feveral  peniioners  produced  their  fhirts,  flocks, 
towels,  &c.*' 

<^  It  appearing  to  the  council  that  the  complaint.was  jui( 
and  well-founded,  and  that  the  wafhing  of  the  peniioners  is 
equally  bad  throughout  the  hofpital :  the  matrons  are  hereby 
directed  not  to  give  certificates  for  any  linen  that  is  not  really 
clean  and  well  waflied." 

8thly.  Cofuerning  the  beer. 

Complained  of  by  Captain  Baillie,  in  his  book,  pages  64 
and  65. 

Captain  Baillie  depofcd  that  there  had  been  more  com* 
plaints  of  the  beer  than  of  any  other  article.  That,  on  Oc« 
tober  oth,  1775,  4COO  gallons  of  beer  were  ftarted  by  the 
council,  as  bad. 

The  council,  on  21ft  April,  1777,  on  a  frcfh  complaint, 
^*  are  of  opinion,  that  the  badnefsiof  the  beer  proceeds  from 
the  ready  and  eafy  communication  of  the  water  with  the 
pipes,  which  convey  the  beer  from  the  brewhoufc  to  the  fink 
where  the  beer  is  ferved.^ 

N{r.  Ibbetfon  and  Captain  Chads  attempted  to  lay  thit 
fraud  of  the  beer,  not  on  the  brewer,  but  on  one  Luke  Da* 
vis,  who  had  fiolen  fome  beer  at  one  of  the  finks ;  but  as  there 
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.  are  two  finks,  from  whence  thdbctr  is  fcrved  at  tfcc  fame  time 
by^  different  people,  and  at  both  the  beer  was  found  c«juaLy 
bad,  it  i&  impofflbte  the  fraud  of  Davis  at  one  of  them  cou.i 
be  the  caufe  of  fraud  at  the  other. 

.  This  complaint  is  fully  ftated  in  the  minutes  of  the  counci!, 
May  8th,  1778,  **  who  fent  for  beer  from  both  ends  and  middle 
bf  each  dining-hall,  and  were  unanimonfly  of  opinion,  ihat 
it  h  unfit  for  the  penfioners  to  drink.  The  council  then  re- 
paired to  the  brewhoufe,  and  found  two  rats  of  the  fame 
brewing  not  fit  to  be  fcrved  to  the  pcnfi6ners.** 

They  further  refolved,    **  That  the  lieutenant-goveroor 

be  defired  to  wait'  upon  the  governor  with  the  copy  of  the 

minutes,  hoping  he  will  take  fome  method  with  the  board  of 

dire^ors  for  the  relief  of  the  penfioners,'* 

'  9thly,     fFith  regard  to  the  pojls  and  rails  of  the  hlind  mer's 

Captain  Baillie  complained  in  his  book,  page  5  of  his  me- 
moriaJ,  of  their*  being  taken  down. 

Mr.  Barter,  one  of  the  chairmen  depofcd  *'  that  ccnainly 
the  committee  did  examine  whether  it  was  a  grievance  then 
fubfifling,  and  it  was  not  then  fubfifling,  but  rectified,  and 
in  ^  more  fafe  order  than  before.** 

Sir  William  James,  a  member  of  the  committee,  depofcJ 
**  that  the  charge  refpefting  the  inconvenience  which  the 
blind  had  laboured  under  was  admitted  or  allowed  ro  be  a 
grievance,  and  that  was  underflood  by  the  committee  to  have 
been  r,emcdied.'* 

■  Captain  Allwright  depofed  **  That  the  pofh  and  mils 
round  the  hofpital  being  taken  down,  of  which  the  bliod 
men  complained,  was  done  before  Captain  Baillie's  cafc  was 
heard  before  the  committee,  and  ihatfincc  that  time,  he  knsv? 
of  none  put  up  to  this  day.'* 

This  inflance  is  a  ftri king  proof  "of  the  reality  of  Capta'n 
Baillie's  complaints,  of  the  neglefl:  of  redrefs;  and  of  the 
true  fpirit  which  animated  that  committee  on  whofe  report 
Captain  Baillie  is  difmiffed  from  his  employment. 

lothly.  ^s  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke's  having  purchafed  btsji" 
tuatvjn  in  the  he  [pit  ah 

Captain  Baillie  complained  of  it  in  his  book,  page  1  x. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Cooke,  acknowledged  that  he  entered  into  an 
agreement,  figned.and  Tenled,  with  Mr.  Tindal  to  give  him  aff 
ijicprofitsofhischapl^inlhipduringlife,  onhisrefignationtDhi^ 
favbur,andaccoidinglypaidbimtheprofitswhUahcUvcd.  How 
•  4  f^ 
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fiir  this  was  (imony,  the  right  reverend  bench  of  bifliops  will 
judge.     He  farther  acknowledged, 

*'  That  Lord  Sandwich  was  acquainted  with  his  negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Tindal,  but  did  not  know  the  particulars  of 
their  agreement." 

He  alfo  acknowledges  "  having  given  to  Mr.  Tindal  50I.. 
to  refign  his  place  of  direftor,  to  which  he,  Mr.  Cooke,  was 
appointed  in  his  room.'* 

I  ithly.  As  to  the  intimidation  that  has  been  nfcd  to  prevent 
perfons  from  countenancing  Captain  Baiiue.  . 

Alexander  Moore  depofcd,  "That  the  rcvercnil  Mr. 
Cooke,  about  the  15th  of  A'Jguft,  1777,' faid  to  Him,  **  that 
Captain  Baillic  was  a  very  troublefome  fellow  in  .the  ho- 
ipital,  and  he  himfclf  had  taken  care  tliat  he  had  loft  his  beft 
friend,  and  he  might  get  him  as  He  could,  mentioning  Lord 
Sandwich.'' 

Licul:enant  Charles  Lefevre  depofed,  '*  That  he  Irad  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Cooke  nurtiberlefs  intimidations  from  giv- 
ing fupport  to  Captain  Baillie.  He  frequently  told  me, 
*^  that  if  I  was  fecn  in  company  with  Captain  Baillie,  or 
had  any  correfpondcnce  with  him,  an  end  would  be  put  to 
my  preferment." — That  hc-afterwards  faid  to  him,  "  I  find 
you  keep  company  with  Captain  Baillie,  and  he  fwore  by 
God  there  would  be  an  end  put  to  my  preferment  if  I  3id 
not  defift.'* 

**  That  he  heard  Mr.  Cooke  make  ufe  of  the  like  intimi- 
<Jation  towards  his  father,  the  late  Lieutenant  Lefevre." 
Thefe  menaces,  very  unjuftifiablein  any  man,  are*  fhocking 
in  a  clergyman,  who  ought  to  be  an  example  of  order  and 
decency,  ;  Who  ought  to  be  animated  with  a  peculiar  charity 
towards  the  poor  under  his  care  ;  and  who,  infliead  of  intimi- 
dating others  from,  an  enquiry  into  :  bufes,  ought  to  exceed 
every  one  elfe  in  zca!  for  tlicir  corredlion. 
f  2t h ly .  tn  refpccl  to  t  he  painted  halL , 
The  books  fliew  that  loool.  was  given  to  Mr.  Davies  for 
this  work,  excludvo  of  icafrolding  and  various  materials, 
that  this  was  undertaken  by  private  contraft,  and  not  advcr-* 
tifed. 

Mr.  Bertel9,  an  eminent  pifture-cleaner  depofed,  *'  That 
had  it  been  advertifcd  he  woukl  have  undertaken  it  for  about 
400I." 

John  Glofs,  botitftvain,  who  had  the  care  of  the  hall,  dct 

pofed,  '^^  That  he  had  ktpt  an  account  of  the  cleaning  and 

yepairing  the  paintings  at  the* time  the  work  was  carrying 
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on,  and  that  from  an  account  of  the  time  of  the  workmen, 
and  their  wages  (of  which  the  workmen  themfelvcs,  ajid 
Mr.  Davies's  fon  had  given  him  an  account)  the  workman- 
Ihip,  exclufive  of  materials,  amounted  only  to  an  hundred  and 
feventy  odd  pounds." 

Mr  Cipriani,  indeed,  depofed,  «  That  he  thought  the 
work  well  done  and  reafonable."  Mr.  Cipriani  compared 
this  job  with  the  cleaning  and  repairing  the  painted  ceiling  at 
the  banqucting-houfc,  now  Whitehall-chapel,  for  which  he 
thought  he  had  been  underpaid.  Your  Lordfliips  will  re- 
coUeA,  that  Mr.  Cipriani  is  one  of  llie  firft  painters  in  Eng- 
land, and  not  one  of  the  cheapeft ;  that  painting  and  clean- 
ing piftures  are  two  very  different  forts  of  work  ;  that  little 
more  than  care  and  fome  prafticc  is  neceflary  for  the  latter ; 
while  genius  and  great  art,  to  be  acquired  by  long  ftudy,  are 
requifatc  to  make  a  painter.  If  proper  oeconomy  had  been 
attended  to  at  Whitehall  or  at  Greenwich,  fome  careful  pic- 
ture-cleaner, at  moderate  wages,  would  have  been  employed 
to  remove  the  dirt,  with  which  time  had  covered  the  paintings 
at  thofe  places,  and  Mr.  Cipriani,  or  fome  great  matter, 
might  have  retouched  fuch  parts  as  had  received  any  da- 
mage. ' 

It  is  alfo  tobc  obferved,  that  Mr,  Cipriani  had  never  fecn 
the  paintings  at  Greenwich  before  they  were  cleaned,  except 
once,  about  nine  years  ago,  when  he  did 'not  coafider  them 
with  any  view  to  examine  what  work  might  be  neceflary  to 
clean  and  repair  them,  and  canpot  now  fay  in  what  ftate  diey 
then  were.  He  has  never  feen  them  iince  cleaning  but  once, 
and  that  from  the  floor,  at  the  diftance  of  about  thirty  fect< 
He  has  neither  heard  what  their  meafurement  is,  nor  know* 
the  quantity  of  work  that  has  been  done.  From  hence  your 
'Londfliips  will  fee  how  little  Mr.  Cipriani  is  capable  of  judg- 
mg  in  this  huiineis,  nor  will  your  Lordihips  think  that  any 
JQU  comparifon  can  be  drawn  from  the  repairs  neceflary  to 
the  works  of  Rubens,  which  have  ftood  upwards  of  i{o  yean 
in  the  fmoke  of  London,  with  thofe  of  Sir  Jamet  Thornhill, 
which  are  in  the  pure  air  of  Greenwich^  and  have  notexiflcJ 
half  ft)  long. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  has  it  been  proved,  by  undeniable  tefti- 
fiiooy  on  oath,  at  your  Lordihips  bar,^  that  no  left  thaa 

,*  Lord  Mansfield  was  pleafed  to  fay  in  the  debate^  that  aoc  fa 
much  BB  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  prove  any  ope  abulCf  except 
Iftat  of  die  ezorbitaat  price  paid  for  cleaning  the  pidhuei. 

€  twdr^ 
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wclvc  material  abufcs  complained  of  by  Captain  Baillic^ 
lave  afbially  exifted  in  the  hofpital  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
eprefentations. 

I.  Danger  of  fire. 

II.  Short ncfs  of  Ihcets. 

III.  Shortnefs  of  fliirts. 

IV.  Badnefs  of  fliocs. 

V.  Badnefs  of  flocking. 

VI.  Badnefs  of  walhin^. 

VII.  Badnefs  of  women's  cloaths, 

VIII.  Badnefs  of  beer. 

IX.  Blind  men  being  deprived  of  the  pofis  and  rails  in 
their  walk. 

X.  Sale  of  offices.  v 
XL  Intimidation  to  prevent  Captain  Baillie  from  be- 
ins  countenanced. 

XIL  Extravagance  in  repairing  the  painted  hall. 

All  thcfc  arc  clearly  proved.  There  arc  many  others  of 
:fs  note  which  I  have  omitted.  ' 

The  abufcs  of  greater  confequence,  and  on  which  I  fliall 
;round  the  report,  remain  to  be  obferved.  But  before  I 
)rocced  to  ilate  tl^m,  I  think  it  ncceffary  to  mention  one 
irticle,  which  although  proved  in  a  certain  degree,  I  am  free 
0  admit  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  an  abufe. 

It  is  the  lodging  the  clerks  in  the  hofpital,  and  giving  to 
bme  of  the  officers  in  the  houfe  better  accommodation  £aa 
hey  had  before. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  fome  of  the  wards  and  paflages  have 
)een  converted  to  thefe  ufes ;  but  it  has  not  appearoi  that  it 
las  been  done  in  any  improper  degree  or  for  any  improper 
)urpofe.  To  judge  of  this  matter  rightly  one  ought  to  fee 
he  alterations  ;  but  I  only  fpeak  from  the  evidence  we  have 
lad,  and  from  that,  I  am  ready  to  allow,  that  there  does  not 
ippear  to  have  been  any  abufe  in  this  article,  except,  perhaps, 
bine  impropriety  in  the  manner  by  which  feveral  penfioners  ' 
wre  fuddcnly  diflodged  many  years  ago. 

But  I  admit,  that  with  the  cncreafe  of  penfioners,  an  en- 
rreafe  of  cheers  is  neceflary ;  and  that  it  is  proper  that  all 
)fBcers  and  clerks,  whofe  duty  is  in  the  hofpital,  ihould  be 
edged  dierein,  provided  they  are  feafering  men. 

ihave  no  partiality  in  this  bufinefs,  and  am  happy  where  I 
Sod  an  inftanceof  mifcondu£k  not  proved,  to  give  the  hofpi- 
tal credit  for  it.  Sorry  I  am,  that  of  all  the  articles  complained 
G  g  g  2  of. 
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of,  thU  is  tlie  only  inftance  I  can  fitid  under  that  predia- 
ment. 

I  now  come  to  tliofe  matters  of  abufe  on  which  I  mean  \q 
found  the  report.    They  will  come  under  two  heads. 

ift.  The  introduSlion  of  landmeriy  contra/ y  to  the  end  and  ^ur- 
pofe  of  the  injlitution  and  the  dn  colons  of  tbc  charter^ 
2dly.  The  mijconduci  of  the  freer al  boards. 
Under  the  liift  of  thefc  heads  1  fhall  firft  take  notice,  that 
in  the  council  there  are  live  members, 

Mr.  Edf  n,  the  auditor. 
Mr.lbbetlbn,  the  i'ccretary. 
Mr.  Cooke,    1     ,      .  . 
•jVlr.Mauk-;    }^1"P'-^>"s. 
Mr*  Godby,  the  ftewani. 
who  are  not  w  ithin  the  words  of  the  charter,   *'  feafarir:: 
men,  or  lucH  as  have  loft  their  limbs,  or  been  oth^rwil'e  .:i.- 
ablcd  in  the  Ica-fervicf." 

The  charter  fays,  page  17,  "  that  the  government  of  lit 
houfe  ihall  be  performed  by  die  governor,  and  fuch  a  coun- 
cil of  the  officers  of  the  faid  hoipital  as  the  admiralty  lli.:. 
from  time  to  time  appoint." 

Now  tlic  fame  charter  authorifing  nnd  empowering  the  2l- 
miralty  to  appoint  all  officers  nccc liar y  to  be' employed  in 
,  and  for  Ihe  faid  horpital,  acids,  "  provided  that  all  officer- '^ 
be  emjaloyed  in  the  faid  hofpital  be  feafearing  men,  or  lu  ; 
"who  have  loft  their  limbs,  or  been  otherwife  difabled  in  f..: 
fja  fervicc." 

Here  is,  I  conceive,  a  direft  violation  of  the  charter, :.' 

the  council  muft  be  cor^ipofed  of  officers  of  the  faid  Lc:;-i- 

tal ;  and  all  officers  muft  be  fcafaring  men.     If  it  is  p.- 

tended,  that  thefe  five  members  of  the  council  arc  not  ct^ 

cers,  the  charter  is  infiinged  by  making  them  of  the  coupli', 

If  they  are  officers,  it  is  infringed  by  their  not  being  iczrc 

ring  men,  &c.     Ufagc  and  cuiiom  can  never  be  plesdcu  tc 

juftify  a  breach  of  fuch  dircft  provifions,  nor  can  they  iurt 

afford  an  c:{cufc  ;  for  if  ufage  had  fliewn  that  fuch  a  cc\':- 

tion  from  the  original  commiliions  was  proper,  the  framri 

of  the  new  charter,  granted  in  1775,  ^^  which  feercs  .J 

much  acconniodatetl  to  the  views  of  the  admiralty,  flicuJ 

have   rendered  this  legal  by  leaving  out  the  provno.    Bii 

they  have  done  otherwife  :  they  have  in  the  new  charter  ;c^ 

pcated  the  ftrift  provifo  of  the  old  commiffon,  "  that  'A 

officers  to  be  employed  in  the  hofpital  {hall  be  fcafaring mcnj 

&c,'*     Inftead  of  altering  this  regulation,  they  ha\e  con- 
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firmed  it  by  the  more  folemn  tie  of  a  charter  :  they  have 
made  it  a  law  for  thcrofdvcs,  which  they  have  violated  in  the 
five  inftances  I  have  mentioned. 

My  next  point  under  die  fame  head  is,  that  befides  theie 
five  members  of  the  council,  there  arc  twenty -one  other  of- 
fices in  the  hofpital  alfo  held  by  landmen^  contrary  to  tho 
charter,  viz. 

— — —  Furbor,  fchoolmaftcr» 

John  Pocock,  dltfpenrer. 

Francis  Cook,  (ecretary^s  clerk, 

Daniel  Ball,  fteward's  firft  clerk. 

Philip  Lewi,,    l^jtes  to  ditto. 
James  bkeen,    J 
Alexander  Moore,  mafter  cook* 
Roger  Hunt,  mate  to  ditto. 
Nicholas  Levit,  fcuUery-man. 

Robert  Ruffel,        1  ^^.      ^^  t.._ 
Txr-11*       r^  \  mates  to  ditto* 

.  Wilham  Garner,   J 

James  Lane,  porter. 

"William  Whcatley,  difpcnfer's  affiftant. 
Stephen  Hickman,  brewer. 
William  Dickey,  turncock. 
William  Dickey,  labourer. 
Robert  Milne,  clerk  of  the  works. 

• Paunceford,  clerk  of  the  council^ 

James  Huggins,  labourer. 
I  am  not  awafe  how  this  can  be  denied.    They  are  all 
lodged  in  the  hoijpital,  and  appear  to  me  under  the  defcrip« 
tion  of  officers. 

My  third  point  under  the  fame  head  is,  that  of  three  ma- 
trons which  are  eftablifhed  in  the  hofpital,  two  of  them  are 
not  widows  or  daughters  of  feamen* 

Poilibly  a  quibble  may  be  raifed  by  faying,  that  women 
cannot  be  called  officers,  and  cannot  be  feafaring  men^  or  be 
fuppofed  to  have  loft  their  limbs  and  beendifabled  inUie  fea* 
fervice.  My  anfwer  is,  that  the  evident  objeft  of  the  ipfti* 
tution  was  for  the  navy  ;  and  that  whenever  any  perfom,  pro* 
perly  under  a  naval  defcription,  can  receive  any  benefit  on 
this  eftablifhment  for  themfelves  or  their  widows,  they  have 
a  right  to  be  preferred.  Former  uiage  Ihews,  that  this  very 
office  of  matron  has  been  looked  upon  the  hdjpital  to  belong 
to  widows  of  feamen ;  but  the  prefeot  praAice  feems  rather 
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to  cotiiidcr  that  charader  as  a  difqualificadon*  Mrs*  Smithy 
the  wido\v  of  a  captain  in  the  navy^  petitioiied  to  be  a  ma- 
tron^ but  in  vain  A  Mrs.  Dennis,  the  widow  of  an  admi* 
nl,  has  alfo  petitioned  ;  and  there  are  now  die  widows  of 
twertty  officers  of  the  navy  ferving  as  nurfes  in  the  ho(pttal. 
If  ty^o  of  the  prcfeot  matrons,  being  neither  widows  nor 
daughters  of  feamen,  is  not  a  breach  of  the  charter,  it  is,  at 
leau,  a  pcrvcrfion  of  the  inflitution. 

Under  the  fame  head  I  have  further  to  obierve,  that  there 
arc  no  lefs  than  twenty -five  other  employments  held  under 
Greenwich  Hofpital  by  landmen*     As  they  are  not  lodged 
in  the  hofpital,  I  (hall  not  contend  that  they  hold  their  of- 
*  fices  contrary  to  the  words  of  the  charter,  but  ceruinly  con- 

Uary  to  the  fpirit  of  this  foundation. 

There  is  fcarcely  any  of  thefe  offices,  which  peribns  hav^. 
ing  icrved  at  fca,  or  who  have  been  difabled  in  the  lea-fer- 
vice,  might  not  be  found  fully  capable  of  executing,  TTiey 
cokQA  of 

Surveyor,  Clerks,  &c^ 

James  Stuart  furveyor, 

William  Fergufon,  auditor's  clerk, 

Henry  Taylor,  furceon's  fervant, 

George  Hamblcy,  tteward*s  clerk* 

J.  Samworth,  ditto, 

Cieor^  Smith,  clerk  of  cheques  clerk, 

iohn  Elder,  ditto; 
.ufton  Ralfe,  organift, 
George  Pope,  brewer's  afliftant^ 
■  ■  '■  ■  ■   Pierfon,  ditto, 
John  Smithy  ditto, 

n 

PeHbns  holding  under  the  Derwentwater  cftatc. 
Dodor  Scott,  reAor  of  Simonbourne, 
— —  Lancafter,  rcftor, 
James  Tutner,       l^^^:„^,. 
Nicholas  Walt^  J '^^**^'"- 

4 
IPerfdds  belonging  to  the  fixpennj-office  on  Tower rhill,  all 
paid  by  the  hofpital  fund, 
Thbmas  Hicks,  receiver. 
J.  Cleveland,  codptroUcr. 
J,  Beverley,  accompunt, 

J.  Bryan, 
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.  Mattocks,        I 
William  Gray,     >  their  clerks* 
Charles  Eve,         J 
J.Dallcy,  J 

Margaret  Scold,  houfe-keeper.  . 
William  Newnam,  mefienger. 


!0 


Of  thefc,  the  employment  of  furveyor,  who,  it  is  faid, 
^  muft  be  an  eminent  architeft,''  fbeois  to  me  to  be  the  oa- 
ly  one  which  a  fcainian  may  not  be  capable  of  executing* 

But  I  muft  here  obferve,  that  in  the  commif&on  there  was 
a  power  given  to  die  comroiffioners  '*  to  call  in  to  their  aid 
and  ai&ftance  fl^ilful  artifts,  to  the  end  that  the  building  and 
iinifhing  of  the  faid  hofbital  may  be  carried  on  with  as  much 
fpced  as  poffiblc."  As  fuch,  and  while  the  building  is  going 
on  (which  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  finifhed)  an  archi* 
teft  may  be  employed,  and  when  new  works  may  be  to  be 
undertaken,  fuch  a  ikilful  artift  might  be  called  in.  This 
power  was  given  by  the  coromiffions  to  the  general  court* 
The  charter  has  left  it  out  to  center  all  power  in  the  admi- 
ralty alone. 

But  I  do  not  fee  any  pretence  for  the  hofpital's  having  two 
architefis,  Mn  Stuart  and  Mr.  Milne,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  furveyor  and  clerk  of  the  works. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  three  other  officers,  viz.  the  auditor, 
organift  and  brewer  muft  be  landmen.  I  do  not  fee  why  thif 
is  neceflary.  The  auditor^s  buiinefs  is  not  law  bufinefs.  If 
an  organiK  is  neccffary,  is  there  no  feaman  fufficiently  mu*, 
fical  for  that  employment  i  If  not,  this  is  but  a  (ingle  ex- 
ception ;  and  as  to  the  brewer,  I  do  not  fee  why  a  feaman 
may  not  be  as  capable  as  the  prefent  brewer,  Mr.  Hickman, 
who  was  educated  an  enlign  in  the  guards. 

There,  can  be  no  reafon  why  all  me  clerks  and  under  clerks 
(hould  not  be  fcafaring  men. 

Why  ftiould  not  the  two  livings  of  the  Derwentwater 
effate  be  held  by  chaplains  of  the  navy  ?  Why  was  Mr.  Scott 
ux  have  the  preference  over  them  all  ?  What  was  his  merit  } 
Was  it  being  the  author  of  Anii-Sejaaus  and  other  politicsd 
writings} 

I  cannot 
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1  cannot  help  obferving  on  the  difFefence  between  the 
treatment  of  two  perfons  for  their  writings  of  the  fame  fort, 
attacking  favouritilm .  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expelled  Parliament, 
out-lawed,  fined  and  imprifoned.  The  reverend  Mr.  Scott 
was  rewarded  with  a  living  of  loool.  a  year.  Mr.  Wilkes  ad- 
hered to  his  own  independent  principles.  Mr.  Scott  belong- 
ed to  a  faction  (of  which  the  prefent  firft  Lord  of  the  admi* 
talty  is  an  eminent  branch)  which  changed  their  laoguzge 
and  conduft  on  getting  into  place. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  fte wards  of  the  Derwentwatcreftats 
muft  be  landmen^  but  no  reafon  has  been  given  ;  it  has  been 
afked  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the' admiralty^ 
•*  whether  your  Lordfhips  would  lend  to  Greenwich  to  get  a 
fteward  from  among  the  penfioners,  and  whether  being  a 
diiabled  feantan  Was  a  qualification  for  a  land-fteward?" 
My  ianfwer  is  direft,  it  is  no  qualification,  .but  it  is  noob* 
jeftion.  There  may  be,  and  tliere  are  many  meritorious  fea- 
mcn  who  "ate  not  difabled,  very  capable  of  this' office.  Arc 
•  there  not  many  admirals  and  captains  fecretaVies,  purlers  and 

ethers,  officers,  lieutenants,  or  captains  themfelves,  who  are 
perfeftly  qualified  for  this  office,  and  would  be  happy  with 
fuch  a  provifion  ? 

l.hkve  next  mentioned  the  fixpenny-office  on  Tower-hllt. 
The  Salaries  pf  the  ten  offices  belonging  to  this  eflablifh- 
ment  come  out  of  the  feamen's  pay.  Why  fhould  not  fea- 
llien  enjt)j,the  benefits  arifing  therefrom  ?  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  there  are  numbers  of.  feamen  capable  of  executing 
the  little  d\ity  the  fixpenny-office  requires. 

From  the  foregoing  account,  your  Lordfliips  will  fee,  that 
there  no  lefs  than  fifty-three  offices  depending  on  Greenwich 
HoCpital  held  by  landmen.  The  noble'  Lotd.  himfelf  pre- 
tends only  to  cite  five  of  them,  befides  the  fleward  of  the 
Dcrwent\vater  cftate,  that  he  thinks  feamen  are  not  fit  to  hold. 
Much  parade  is  made  for  not  having  placed  landmen  as  pen- 
iioners  in  the  holpital.  Thefe  fitoations  are  of  fraall  account 
compare<i*  wi):h  the  profitably  offices  I  have  mentioned,  which, 
to  the  amount  of  forty-feven,  the  noble  Lord  gives  to  land- 
men, although  he  admits  they  are  not  fuch  as  require  the  ex- 
clirfion  of  feamen.  This  is  the  true  friend  of  the  feaman  I 
/  come  now  to  the  fecond  head.     The  wifc^ndu^  of  the  boards. 

There  are  feveml  inftances,  in  which  the  condu<ft  of  the 
board  of  dirc6^ors  ftrike  me  as  highly  blameable,  but  I  ihall 
co^nfihe  mylelf  to  two* 
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It  appears  by^  their  minutes^  that  they  bad  referred  to  At 
council  for  their  opinion,  on  the  pradice  of  giving  moocjr 
infiead  of  provifioas  to  the  meni  imder  the  denomination  of 
Btit)er's  Lift,  and  Chalk^o£F  Lifts.  The  council  faw  fome 
dt/Hcukies  in  removing  the  firft,  but  with  regard  to  the  laft^ 
the  unanimous  reprefc^ntation  of  a  very  full  council'on  the  ^th  * 
of  Augufl,  1776,  was  in  the  following  words :  *<  That  fuch 
practice  (referring  to  the  chalk-off  lift)  is  not  only  contrary 
to  the  eftabiiihnientf  but  injurious  to  the  health  and  morals  of 
the  penfioner$,  and  is  attended  with  many  incontenienoesi 
improprieties,  and  irregularities,  and  ought  to  be  totally  abo* 
lifted.;' 

TTiis  reprefentation  was  made  by  t^e  council  to  the  board 
of  diredors,  in  confequence  of  a  reference  from  themfelves. 

But  the  court  of  diredors  took  no  fartlicr  notice  of  it,  and 
the  pradlice  fubfifts  to  this  day. 

It  was  indeed  faid  by  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  i8ch  March,  page  45^ 
that  he  had  heard  from  his  clerk  that  the  diredors  had  feeia 
reafon  to  preferve  that  praAi^e,  as  it  would  be  talcing  too  much 
ofi^  from  the  charity  fund.     And  Lieutenant  Moyle  fays,  that  » 

many  of  the  members  of  the  council  had  altered  their  opi- 
nions. But  nothing  of  this  fort  appears  on  the  minutes  either 
of  the  board  of  directors  or  of  the  council. 

I  fliall  not  heredifcufs  whether  fuch  a  praAice,  which  fo 
full  a  council  had  unanimoufly  recommended  to  be  alx>lifliedy 
and  had  fo  ftrongly  cenfured,  was  or  was  not  defervins  that 
cenfure.  But  Captain  0atllie  and  Captain  Allright  iwear^ 
that  thefe  and  other  inftances  of  negle^  in  the  board  of  di- 
nAors  difcouraged  them  from  making  farther  complaints. 

But  the  next  is  the  moft  ftriking  and  alarming  inftance  of 
mifcondud,  in  the  board  of  direoors.  It  is  ^  the  renewal 
of  the  contracts  with  Peter  Mellifli  for  fuppiytng  the  ho^ital 
with  meat,  notwithftandtng  his  being  on  record  for  having 
cheated  the  hofpitaj." 
The  ftory  of  thia  Mellifh  is  well  known,  and  briefly  this : 
He  was  employed  by  the  direAors  to  provide  meat  for  the 
penfioners,  at  thirty^two  (billings  and  fix-pence  p«r  hundred  ' 
weight.  The  complaints  of  the  peniioners  of  the  badncfs  of 
the  me^t,  excited  the  vigilance  of  Captain  Baillie,  who  at 
length,  throu|h  the  affiftante  of  Alexander  Moore,  the  cook» 
dccefled  the  villany  of  the  contraAor,  profecuted  him  in  the 
King's  Bench  for  the  penalties  he  had  forfeited,  and  brought 
him  to  punilhment  in  the  face  of  his  country. 

A  fecond  adion  was  commenced  againft  him  for  fimilar  of^ 

ijpnces  which  could  have  b^en  as  eafily  proved,  yet  the  direc- 
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ton  permitted  him  to  compound  for  one  hundred  pounds,  pe- 
nahieg  amounting  to  five  hundred  pounds. 

Notwichftanding  thefe  repeated  inftances  pf  knavery,  not- 
withftanding  it  was  proved  that  the  meat  he  ferved  was  worth 
only  fourteen  (hillings,  when  he  was  paid  more  than  thirty- 
two  (hillings  per  hundred,  yet  the  direflors,  in  defiance  of 
their  duty,  of  humanity,  and  of  their  truft,  renewed  their 
contrad  with  this  convicted  crimijiaK 

I  will  do  the  dircftors  the  juftice  to  ftate  the  apology  they 
liavc  made  for  their condud,  as  mentioned  by  one  if  them, 
Mr.  Cuft,  at  your  Lordlhips'  b.ir,  which  is,  **  That  as  Mf  1- 
li(h's  oiFers  were  the  loweft,  they  thought  themfelved  under  an 
obligation  to  contraft  with  hin^.'* 

But  this  principle  is  the  moft  falfe  and*the  moft  dan^rerous 
4ti  its  confequcrces  of  any  1  ever  heard  uttered  3  it  is  contra- 
di^tory  to  all  the  rules  of  prudence  which  direA  private  afFairs, 
and  to  all  the  policy,  propriety,  and  decorum  which  ou^ht  to 
regulate  matters  of  a  public  nature.     It  tends  to  aiamrain  and 
encourage  the  wickedeft  and  bafeft  of  frauds  ;  fince,  accord- 
ing to  this  idea,  the  public  convidion  of  diihoneft  practices 
upon  the  moft  important  of  all  objcds,  thcfuftcnance  of  me- 
ritorious age  and  infirmity,  incurs,  at  worft,  nothing  but  the 
immediate  penalty;  ftill  leaving  the  capacity  for  future  truft 
'  (truft  relative  to  the  very  obje^  of  the  fraud)  as  pcrfcd  as 
ever.     It  thereby  deftroys  the  greateft,  if  not  the  only  prud-^n- 
tial  motive  that  any  trading  man  can  have  to  integrity  and 
juftice;  namely,  the  benefi*  of  a  fairch  aafler,  and  the  truft, 
confidence,  and  extent  of  employment,  which  ought  inftrpa- 
Tably  to  follow   it.     But  in  confequence  of  this  principle, 
Sind  of  this  example,  a  contrador  with  the  public  knows,  that 
k  is  with  difficulty  he  can  be  convified  at  all  of  any   fraud, 
however  grofs  and  palpable ;  he  knows  the  man  who  convicls 
bim,  will,  like  Captain  Baillie,  be  praifed  and  ruined  ;  he 
knows,  that  when  he  has  <:ompounded  for  a  very  trifle,  the 
advantages  of  years,  perhaps  of  the  moft  lucrative   pecula- 
tions, he  may,  by  the  richts  acquired  through  that  very  ini- 
<}uity,  be  enabled  to  out-bid,  as  he  had  before  out- faced,  ;*ll  the 
timorous  integrity  of  honeft  tradefmen,  who  are  kept  down, 
aind  put  to  (hame  by  the  hardinefs  of  his  vilbnie's  ;  and  after 
deferving  the  pillory  a  thouland  times,  he  (hall  trample  on  all 
oppofition,  domineer  in  all  markets,  command  all  contrafts, 
expend  a'^purfu-proud'influence  into  every 'quarter  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  pafs  the  hours  of  his  repofe  from  fraud,  in  county* 
dubs  with  the  nobleft  company  in  the  kingdom. 

This- 
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T  his,  my  Lords,  to  a  public  To  full  of  dealings  and  con* 
trails  of  all  forts,  is  no  rrifling  concern.  I  have  not  mifpenC 
your  time  in  marking  and  expoling  this  cruel  and  infolent  fraud, 
atid  the  profit^  power,  and  importance  that  refults  from  it.  It  is 
for  you  to  determine  how  far  you  will  join  in  the  corruption  of 
the  morals  and  injury  to  the  revenues  of  youfcountry,  which' 
muft  inevitably  enfue  from  fuch  pradices  followed  by  fuch  re* 
wards. 

I  now  come  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court,  and 
the  c.mmittee  they  appointed. 

Captain  Baillie,  ^ftcr  thefe  and  other  fruitlefs  attempts  to  ^ 
gee  theabufes  of  Greenwich  Hofpical  redreiled  by  the  council 
and  board  of  diredors,  drew  out  a  full  account  of  them  and 
of  the  general  management  of  the  hofpitaLfor  fome  years  back, 
which  he  entitled.  The  Cafe  of  the  Royal  Hofpit^  for  Seamea 
at  Oreenwich. 

He  caufed  it  to  be  printed,  not  with  an  intent  to  publilh  it, 
bur,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  prefent  it  to  all  the  com*  . 
miffioners  and  governors  of  the  hofpital,  to  fave  the  expence 
of  having  two  hundred  copies  written.  His  firft  ftep  was  to 
wait  .on  Lord  Sandwich,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1778,  with  a 
copy  of  this  cafe,  which  with  a  letter  explaining  his  reafons 
for  lb  doing,  he  left  at  the  admiralty*  Captain  Baillie  pro- 
ceeded no  further  in  this  bufinefs  for  fome  time',  hoping  his  , 
Lordfliip  would  take  fome  ftep  towards  examining  into  the 
complaints,  and  towards  rectifying  the  abufes. 

It  was  not  till  the  ninth  day,  after  leaving  his  complaint 
with  Lord  Sandwich,  thatCaptam  Baillie  called  on  his  Lord- 
(hip  to  know  if  he  had  any  commands  relative  to  the  fubjeft 
matter  of  the  cafe  he  had  laid  before  him.  His  Lordihip  laid 
he  had  not.  Captain  Baillie  then  waited  till  the  26feh  of 
March,  1778,  when  he  delivered  another  copy  of  his  cafe» 
with  a  letter,  to  Mr.  Stephens. 

The  noble  Earl  has  given  as  a  reafon  for  not  taking  any 
notice  of  the  letter  and  complaint  of  Captain  Baillie  to  him, 
that  it  did  not  come  officially  to  him  ;  that  letters*to  him  are 
all  of  a  private  nature,  that  thofe  only  which  come  to  the  fe-^ 
cretary  of  the  admiralty  are  of  puUic  concerii.  I  Ihall  not 
difpute  that  this  idea  is  ftridly  adhered  to,  when  a  grievance 
is  to  be  redrefled  ;  but  if  a  favour  had  been  to  be  granted,  or 
a  good  contrad  to  be  patronized,  I  ftrongly  fufpefl  that  no( 
writing  to  his  Lordihip  Would  have  been  deemed  a  ftrange  ^ 
ncgled  and  want  of  attention.  And  that  a  fuitor  would  have 
little  chance  of  fuccefs  who  Ihould  content  himfelf  with  an 
oiSclal  requefi  to  Mr.  Steplsens. 

H  h  h  2  At 
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A«  ^11  cvcRis,  Caftsin  B^tllie's  pcior  ftppKctdonto  tlM  no- 
bk  Lord,  wu  a  proof  tbat  he  was  noc  wanting  10  tcTpcd  to 
hit  LordOiip. 

Finding  no  redrefs  from  this  fiep^  Captain  Baillie,  as  I  have 
laid,  wrote  officially  to  Mr.  Stfphens^  on  the  26th  of  March, 
siiclofed  his  cafe  of  Greenwich  Hofpital»  and  defired  it  might 
he  laid  before  the  board  of  admiralty,  Healfo  requefled  that 
their. Lordfliips  would  be  pleafed  to  fummon  '^  a  full  andfre- 
neiii  eour^  of  the  commiffionera  and  govemort  according  to 
the.tnie  intent  and  meaning  of  the  charter,  to  whom  lie  moft 
ardently  wiflifd  to  appeal.  He  alio  hoped,  tlut  to  make  Tuch 
a  coi^  eficient  it  would  be  adverdfod  three  timea  in  the  Ga- 
setle,  as  well  as  fiimmonies  fent,  that  a  proper  number  of  te- 
fpedable  chara^rs  might  be  piefent/* 
'  ^  I  heglea^ve  here  to  obfi^rve,  that  this  reqneA  of  Captain 

Bailiie,  that  proper  fummonfes  or  notices  might  he  fent,  msa 
matter  of  Ibme  impprtaoce.  It  is  remarkable  that  tiicen  ap- 
pears but  one  inftanc^  in  the  records  of  the  hofpttal,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  examine  them,  in  which  regubr  jxitice 
was  fent  to  all  the  mem.bers  of  the  general  court  of  ooaunif* 
fioners  to  attend  ^ny  meeting*  So  tbat  perhaps  all  their  pro- 
caedings  from  the  ftrft  fettlmient  csf  the  hofpital,  may  (if  on 
a  more  ftrifi;  fearch  this  (bould  prove  So)  be  deemed  ilkgal  and 
void,  fior  wanit  of  fudi  fummons*  And  if  the  Houfe  ihaU 
think  proper  to  proceed  farther  in  this  bufinefs,  fuch  a  flrifi 
fearch  may  be  very  neceifary.  The  fingle  inftance  I  have 
mentionedi  was  when  anew  fteward  was  to  be  appointed  to  the 
Dcr  went  water  eftate»  Mr.  Ibbetfon  has  informed  the  com- 
mittee, that  on  that  occaiion  there  being  two  candidates^  he 
had.  of  his  own  mere  motion,  fent  fummonies  to  all  the  mem- 
bfers*  except  the  princes  of  the  blood.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  tha|t  this  was  ever  repeated,  iiot  even  on  the  pafing 
the  new  charter,  nor  on  this  occafioni,  when  it  was  panictt* 
l^rly  requefted  by  the  lieutenant-governor^  on  a  complaint  of 
great  abufes,  into  which  he  deiired  the  general  court  would 
enquire* 

His  requeft  tt^u.  notice  in  the  Gazette  might  he  three  tames 
given,  was  alfo  totally  dii'regarded.  The  court  was  called  in 
the  ufual  manner,,  ^hich  from  Mr,  Ibbetfon  we  learn,  is,  to 
fummon  only  ^*  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  fecretarjr  ait  war, 
treafurer  ai^d  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, audijtor  and  dire&ors  of  the  hofpital,  and  deputy  maAcr 
of  the  Trinity  Houfe.".  Tbelci  it  is  obfervabie,  amounccd. 
on  the  prefent  occa&on  to  forty  perfons  ;  o£  tfaefe,  tweotf- 
four  were  dire&ors,  and  feven  werc.locdts  of ; thcLadmicalty, 
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that  is,  thirty-one  perfons  Wnmediatdy  aficdad  b^  the  cdm- 
plaint.  The  rematning  nme  confifted  of  tbe  fecietary  al 
war  and  treafurer  of  the  navy,  who  never  attend,  and  of  the 
fecretary  of  the  admiralty  and  fix  oommiiioRers  of  the  navy, 
who  were  not  the  moft  pxoper  men  in  the  world  to  fit  in  judg-^ 
ment  on  the  conduA  of  the  admiralty—^  fuperior  board  un- 
der whofe  direftioos  ihey  are  immediately  placed. 

When  this  general  court,  thus  compofed,  met  on  the  14th 
of  April,  it  confifted  of  twenty-five  perfons,  of  which  all  but- 
two  were  afficded  by  the  complaint,  either  as  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty, or  as  direAors ;  and  thofe  two  were'  Mr.  Stephens^ 
tbe  fecretary  to  tke  admiralty^  and  Sir  Rtchafd  Temple,'» 
commiffioner  of  the  navy*  All  the  other  great  peribnages^ 
officers  of  ftate,  and  others  that  are  membtire  of  this  courts 
were  not  fummoncd  as  they  had  been  when  Mr.  Smeatoa  was 
appointed  fleward  to  the  Derwcntwater  eftate,  nor  was  the 
meeting  advertifed  in  the  Gazette,  as  Captain  Baillie  had  rc-» 
quefted.  It  cannot  be  urged,  that  this  was  refufed  for^any 
good  reafoo,.  fince  the  fubfeqaent  general  court,  in  AoguA» 
to  receive  the  rcport>of  the  committee,  was  advertifed  with« 
out  any  requeft  of  Captain  Baillie's,  To  advertife  the  meet- 
ing in  Augoit,  when  it  could  produce  no  effed>  every  body- 
being  out  of  town  at  that  feaibn,  and  to  refufe  it  in  AprU 
when  many  migha  have  attended,  ferves  only  to*  convince  Us, 
that  Captain  Baillie^s  requeft  was  liable  to  no  other  objedioa 
thait  the  good  efleA  it  might  have,  produced* 

Thia  court  thus  conftituted,  met  on  the  14th  of  Aprils 
1778. 

The  minutes  fay,  ^*  that  Lord  Sandwich  informed  them  he 
called  them  together,  to  lay  before  them  Mr.  Baiilie's  letter 
to  Mr.  Stephens,  and  his  pnnted  cafe;  His  Lordibip  alfo  laid 
before  them  Tevcral  applications  from  the  board  of  dire^ors^ 
feveral  offioecaof  Ibe  council,  principal  civil  officers,  and 
numbers  of  clerks^  &c.  (who  conceive  themfclves  greatly  tra-* 
duced  and  injured  by  the  charges  contained  in  Captain  Bail* 
lie's  book)  defiring  redrcfs  ;  all  which  were,  read,  Qaptaia 
Baillie  acknowledges  himfelf  to  be  the  author  of  the  printed 
cafe.  Great  part  of  the  faid  cafe  waa  then  read,  particularly 
fuch  of  it  as  more  immediately  refleAed  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  diredors  and  their  lecretary.'' 

Mr..Cuft  (oneof  the  directors)  then  moved,  that  a  com- 
mittee might  be  appointed  to  *<.  inveftigate  the  grounds  of  tha 
charges  contained  in  the  faid  printed  book." 

Captain  Baillie  was  then  defired  to  name  feveh  of  the 
moft  independent  directors  to  form  a.committee,  which  he 
i  dcr 
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Alined.  Lord  Sandwich  then  i<xM  a  lift  of  the  diredors^ 
and  having  put  down  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen* 
yiz. 

Sir  Mcyrick  Burrel,  Mr.  Fonncrcau, 

,     Mr.Cuft,  Mr.  Savory, 

•       Mr.  Barker,  Mr.  Wells, 

Mr.  Jame$,  Mr.  Reynolds 

Captain  Baillie  was  afked,  if  he  had  any  objection  to  them, 
fowiiich  he  declined  giving  any  other  anfwer,  than  that  he 
diiai^proved  of  the  mot^e.     It  was  then  refolved, 

••  rhfit  the  abnve-mentioned  gentlemen,  except  Mr.  Foo- 
fia«au,  who  defired  to  be  excufed  on  account  of  his  tll-heaJth, 
fhould  be  a  committee  (of  whom  three  to  be  a  quorum)  to  m- 
veftigate  the  grounds  of  the  feveral  charges  contained  in  the 
above-mentioned  book  ;  and  they  were  defired  to  proceed 
upon  that  bufinefs  with  a)l  convenient  difpatch,  at  fuch  dmes 
and  places  as  they  (hould  think  moft  proper  for  the  purpofe; 
and,  when  they  had  completed  fuch  inveftigatton,  to  let 
the  Lords  of  the  admiralty  know  it,  that  another  general 
court  might  be  called  to  receive  their  report." 

Two  rcflpftfons  occur  on  the  proceedings  of  this  general 
toUrt,  compofed  as  I  have  before  flared,  of  directors  and  Lords 
of  the  admiralty.  The  firft  is,  that  they  confidcred  the  di- 
redors  as  peculiarly  concerned  in  Captain  Baillie's  book — 
Lord  Sandwich  had  laid  before  this  general  court  applications 
from  them  complaining  of  it,  and  defirtng  redrefs.  The  whole 
of  thefe  and  ocher  applications  were  read,  while  only  a  great 
part  of  Captain  Baillie's  cafe  was  read.  The  minutes  fpeci- 
fy  the  part  which  was  read  **  to,  have  been  particularly  that 
which  more  immediately  reflected  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
direAors  and  cheir  fecretary.**  But  nbtwitbfbnding  thefe 
proofs  that  the  general  court  looked  upon  the  dire^ors  as 
more  immediately  concerned  in  the  complaint,  they  appointed 
a  committee,  confifting  folely  of  diredors,  to  examine  the 
grounds  oi  it.  The  minutes  of  the  general  court  ftate  Cap* 
rain  Batllieasobjeding  only  againR  the  mode  of  proceeding. 
But  he  has  fworn,  that  he  objeded  to  the  conftitution  of  that 
committee,  as  compofed  of  diredors,  parties  in  the  bufinefs. 
This  evidence  has  oot  been  controverted,  and  Captain  Baxilie's 
letter  of  the  18th  of  April,  I/78,  to  the  coipmittee,  protcfting 
againfl-  thetr.conftitution  and  proceedings,  is  very  full  upon 
liie  (uhjca. 

1  he  fecond  refle6^ion  to  be  tna4e  is,   that  the  motion  for 
•    the  committee  by  Mr«  Cuft,  and  the  refolution  of  the  gene- 
ral court  arc  in  the  following  words  :   *^  To  inveftigate  the 
^  •  groundl 
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grounds  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  faid  book/'  l^is 
was  the  matter  reterred  to  tk>em,  and  no  other.  They  were  to 
enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  complaint  altedged  by  Capt. 
Baiilie  in  his  book,  againft  any  perfons  whatfoever ;  not  th^ 
compUints  of  thofe  individuals  who  had  petitioned  to  the  ge- 
neral court  kgainft  him,  for  although  their  applications  h^id 
bctn  rtccivcd  and  read,  tht^y  were  noi  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee^ whofeconduft  to  be  regular  (hould  have  been  ftri<5tly  go-* 
verned  by  the  matter  referred  to  them.  But,  indeed,  it  is  n* 
wondfr  if  thefe  gentlemen  fometimtis  confounded  the  charac- 
t  rs  m  which  they  were  to  a<^,  as  it  was  the  fame  fet  of  gen- 
tlemen who  appoii|ted  the  committee,  and  con>pofed  the  com- 
n.ittee,  who  ^ere  judges  and  parties,  who  reported  of  thcm« 
felves  aiid  jtothemfelves. 

I  have  already  mentioned  Captain  Baillie's  proteft  in  his 
letter  to  the  committee  of  the  i8th  of  April,  1778.  How- 
ever, they  proceeded,  and  had  feven  different  meetings  at 
Greenwich,  To  g've  an  account  of  all  the  extravagance  and 
injuttice  of  their  conduct  would  be  voluminous  indeed.  A 
few  particulars  will  mark  the  chanider  of  their  proceedings* 
Mr..  Cuil,  who  fat  as  chairman  fix  days,  hasdepofed  at  your 
Lord  (hips'  bar,  that  the  committee  did  not  think  they  were  to 
enquire  into  any  matttrs  refpeding  complaints  againft  either 
the  court  of  dired>ors,  the  general  court,  the  governor,  board 
of  admiialty.  or  firfl  Lord  of  the^dmiralty.  In  confequence 
ot  this  idea,  the  moftcfTential  parts  of  Captain  BiiilhVii  com- 
plaints were  left  unexamined,  nor  was  any  other  means  oflper-' 
ed  to  Captain  Baillie,  thereby  he  might  proceed  in  hiscom- 
pla.nts  againft  tbefe  fuperior  powers.  Mr.  Cuft  admitted, 
th-:t  as  directors,  they  were  patties  intereftcd,  and  could  not 
judge  in  their,  own  cafe.  It  is  a  pity  thaft  his  ideas  coy  Id  not 
re  'ch  a  iittlt  farther,  and  fee  that  perfons  accu fed  were  not 
the  moft  proper  judges  to  try  a  caufeof  the  fame  nature  as 
their  own,  and  whtre  their  own  accufer  was  a  party. 

Let  us  now  fee  bow  the  commfttee  proceeded  to  invefti- 
gate  thofe  grounds  of  tne  charges  contained  in  the  printed 
book,  to  which  they  had  now  reduced  the  enquiry.  Cap- 
tain Bail  lie  propofed  to  go  through  his  book  regularly 
from  beginning  to  end,  article  by  article,  and  to  brin^  evi* 
dence  in  fupport  of  each.  This  was  refufed :  and  the  faft 
o'  the  refuial,  with  many  orher  particularities  no lefs  ft riking, 
appear  in  Mr.  Cowley's  evidence.  Mr*  Cuft,  admits  that 
he  had  fettled  with  Mr.-  Morgan,  who  was  employed  sl^  coun«^ 
fel  for  the  perfons  who  hiid  complained  againft  Captain  Baiilie, 
the. plan  for  the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  This  plan 
we  iearn  from  Mr.  Morgan,  was  as  follows  :  to  colled  from 
4  Captaiji 
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Baillie's  book  fuch  articles  as  related  to  one  parttcslar  officer, 
fuch  as  the  fecretary,  furveyor  or  fteward,  and  to  call  upoa 
Captain  Baillie  to  maioe  good  thofe charges,  fo  feledcd  by  Mr. 
Morgan.  In  this  manner  the  committee  directed  him  to  pro* 
ceed,  notwithllanding  his  repeated  proteft^tions  agaioft  ta  ex* 
traordinary  a  method.  I  believe' this  is  the  firft  inftance  in 
siny  court  whoie  condud  claimed  the  fmaUeft  fimilitude  to  le- 
.gal  proceedings,  where  an  accufer  was  didatrd  to  as  to  the 
ipanner  in  which  he  fliould  accufe,  andhrs  accwfatioo  regula- 
ted by  the  counfel  for  the  accufed.  The  thread  of  Captain 
Baillie's  complaints  was  broken.  He  was  obliged  to  jump 
backwards  and  forwards,  from  one  page  to  another,  iu ft  as  Mr. 
Morgan  chofe  to  lead  him*  When  he  wanted  to  brin^  more 
evidence,  he  was  refufed.  It  was  either  foreign  to  the  lubjed 
or  not  the  proper  time, 

Mr.  Cufl  had  repeatedly  afiured  him,  that  when  Mr.  Mor- 
gan had  done,  he  (hould  be  heard »  and  bring  what  witnefib 
he  pleafed.  Mr.  Bailiie  fubmitted,  relying  on  his  promifc  ; 
but  Mr.  Barker,  who  was  chairman  on  the  laft  day  of  the 
committee,  knew  nothing  of  this  promife,  and  Suddenly  broke 
up  the  committee  without  fuffering  Captain  Baillie  to  pro- 
duqe  any  farther  evidence. 

Captain  Baillie  had  brought  a  (hort-hand  writer  to  take  aa 
account  of  the  proceedings.  This  was  rcfufcd,  and  the  man 
was  turned  out  of  the  room;  although  Mr.  ibbetfon,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  and  others  complained  of,  and  complaining 
againft  Captain  Baillie,  were  fuiFered  to  take  fuch  notes  as 
th^y  plea  fed. 

One  inftance  of  Captain  Baillie*s  fairnefs  is  very  remarka* 
ble*  It  had  been  contended  that  the  fpecimens  of  bad  doatfa- 
ing  which  Captain  Baillie  (offered  to  produce,  might  have 
been  picked — Sir  William  James  propoAd  examining  the  firft 
men  that  paflfed.  Captain  Bailhe  moil  readily  aflcnted  to 
fuch  an  impartial  examination,  andearneftly  preflTed  that  the 
men  on  guard,  or  any  other  men  taken  by  chance,  might  be 
examined:  but  this  was  refufed  by  the  committee. 

Another  inftance  before  alluded  to,  proves  how  this  com* 
ipittee  inveftigated  the  grounds  of  the  charges  contained  in 
Captain  Baillie's  book.  He  ftates  a  grievance  of  the  poor 
blind  men,  that  the  pofts  and  rails  belonging  to  a  walk  called 
the  blind  men's  walk,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  ftcl 
their  way  in  fafety,  had  been  taken  down,  and  had  occafioncd 
i'o!ne  accidents.  One  man  had  fallen  down,  and  broke  his 
thigh.  Captain  Baillie  begged  that  feveral  of  the  blind  men 
ihen  at  the  door  might  be  called  in,  ud  examiaed  as  to  this 
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complaint^  This  was  refufed,  and  it  was  then  thdt  Captain 
£ai]lie  going  qut  of  the  room  loft  his  temper,  and  told  thefe 
poor  creatures  that  they  would  meet  with  no  redrefs  ;  that 
they  might  ^*  break  their  necks  and  be  damned,  nobody  would 
favc  them/*  At  your  Lordfiiips'  bar,  Mr.  Barker,  thcjchair- 
nian«  and.  Sir  William  James,  one  of  the  committee,  have 
depofed,  that  their  rcafon  for  not  examining  into  this  matter 
was^  that  it  bad  been  redrefled.-r-But  as  I  have  before  ftated. 
Captain  Allwright,  who  lives  in  the  hofpital,  pofitively 
fwears,  that  the  pofts  and  rails  in  the  blind  men's  walk,  taken 
down  before  Captain  Baillie's  book  appeared,  have  never  been 
put  up  again ! 

Tlie  minutes qf  the  proceedings  of  this  committpeihew  how 
thefe  meetings  were  attended. 


4a> 


At  the  firft  meeting  wcrepre- 
fent, 
Mr.  Cuff, 
Mr.  Wells,      . 
Mr,  Savory, 
Mr..  Reynolds. 

At  the  third  meeting, 
.    Mr.  Cuft, 

Mr.  Barker, 

Mr.  Reynolds. 


At  the  fecond  meetings 
Mr.  Cuft, 
Mr.  Wells, 
Mr.  Savory, 
Mr.  Reynolds, 

At  the  fourth  meeting, 

Mr.  Cuft, 

Mr,  Wells, 
And  Mr.  James,  for  tTie  firft 
time.  '  * 

At  the  fixth  meeting, 

Mr.  Cuft, 

Mr.  Wells,     '  •     • 

Mr.  Reynolds* 


At  the  fifth  meeting, 
Mr.  Cuft, 
Sir  Meyrick  Burrel, 
Mr.  James, 
And  Mr.  Reynolds. 

At  the  feverith  meeting,  ' 

Mr,  Barker, 

Mr.  James, 

Mr.  Wells. 

No  one  of  the  members  attended  all  the  meetings,  Co^  that 

none  of  them  could  fay  he  had  gone  through  this  examination^ 

fuch  as  it  was.   'There  was  an  eighth  meeting,  but  whether 

to  call  it  of  the  ccmraittee   or  of  directors,  I  know  not. 

Captain  Baillie  was  excluded  from  this  meeting.     An  anfwer 

from  the  directors  refped^ing  their  conduA  was  there  drawn 

up,  and  added  to  the  report,  but  no  accufer,  witnefs,  orevi^ 

dence  heard.     Mr,  Cuft  and  Mr.  Barker  figned  the  report,'  as 

chairman.     Mr.  (juft  has  depofed^  that  he  figned  only  for  the 

fix  days  he  attended  5  but   Mr.   Barker,  has   fworn  that  he 

fianed  for  the  proceedings  of  the  whok  ftfveh  days,  although 

'^Vou  XII.  I  i  i  h9 
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H^  wife  triRtit  only  f#o  di]pir$  '^  preAoiU^fiulfefrMyttit 
tike  cbriTtHittrt  did  vHSrtI  h/wb  ibfeht  ^  4Attl  KHU  ^- 
ftiift  ^  ^nd  diat  Being  inen  of  bufiii£6»  tlfiiy  ijbtiS^  tibttBt 
otter#ifcthaii  regularly." 

Tht  gener^  c6art  of  comteifiooe^  ind  feoyqiioi^  iM 
flQtIod  my2th6f  AvgtifttDJweirethisti^not  tkitodib^ 

t  tM  Urt^Sf  mehtibiied,  fbst  this  iheetiog#as  aM^tilU 
in  fiB^  OAssette ;  but  beiilg  in  tie  midft  of  Stumtacty  dm 
Aekltire  did  hot  |)roddce  a  very  great  .attendahee-.  TKHi 
ij^dk  pTC^t  twenty  ptrfons ;  of  tbefe,  fiitfien  were  ifftcKfl- 
ed  in  the  complaint,  .  The  other  four  were,  Mr.  SfiefAeni 
i^&t^Tf  to  the  iimirihf^  Sir  Geors^  Kodh^  aUS  89  Ed- 
ward  Huehes»  Admirals,  and  Sir  Jofei  WBlIMii  cdUBi& 
^er  &f  tne  navy.    . 

At  this  meeting  a  report  of  tne committee  wis  read^  ^^^^*^ 
« letter  from  Captain  Baillie  to  the  governors,  and  etimnmo* 
iiers,  ebjeAing  to  th^  committee,  complaining  of  kftet^  piHtte* 
dinpa,  &c.  &c. 

An  altercation  then  took  piade,  whether  a»>fleitiifti  of  6l^ 
fain  B^illi^s  in  thai  tetter,  ^*  that  be  was  informed  by  Lord 
Sandwich  at  the  laft  cpurt,  that  iu>ne  are  fummoncd  tif  the 
-geoefal  courts  ^Hft  thofe  whom  he  thinks  proper9''  wasfiMin* 
|edinlr¥(h.,  Loit!  Sandwich  appealed  to  the  coauniffiooen 
*  who  were  at  .the  lad  court,  and  they  all  were  pofitive  that  his 
Lordibiii  h«d  not  faid  any  thing  which  co^ld  be  fo  utfderfioed.'* 
There  can  be  no.doobt  on  fuch  tcftimony,  and  yet.  I  ^ao  con- 
ceive that  Csptatn  Bailjie  mignt  be  led^  fo  to  underftand  the 
matter,  froip  linding  that,  his  requeft  for  a  general  fomoions 
waa  disregarded,  and  his  delire  that  the  n?eetiog  might  be  ad- 
vertifed  complied  wlch,  only  when  it  could  be  of  no  ufe. 

The  general  court  came  to  the  following  refolutions  ; 

^  That  the  feveral  charges  contained  in  Captain  Baillie^s 

book^  which  have  been  examined  into  by  the  committee  ap* 

|y>^^  for  that  puFpofe«  appear  generally  malicious  and  ircud 

ttf  foundation,  and  tending  to  difturb  the  peace  and  good  go- 

-ycttiment  of  theiiofpital ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 

i^d  comciiit^  be  therefore  laid  before  the  Lords  coratniffio* 

lier%  of  the  admiralty,  and  that  it  be  fubmitted  to  their  Lord- 

ili»f9^  whether,  for  the  better  government  of  the  ^ofpitai,  it 

jnay  not  foeadvifcable  to.  remove  the  faid  Captain  Baillie  from 

jkis^employtnenuof  Ueutenant-governor  and  one  of  tfaedirec* 

torathcitof/; 

'    t    b  CufUin  Baillie's  evidence  of   the   lath  of   March, 

«W  fvmt^  th4t.  hq  had  in  his  hands  the  depafitiom  for  his 

n  I  *  ...  defence 
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they  were  not  come  to  bearf  i^^ce  uppxi  .ic^tb,  {|biu(  it^^f  ,l.er 
nprt  (ff  the  copm^tfjpe/'  t  ' 

Jt  4ii  fiqc  ^%i4ipji|^idb  JUi^e.to^gcr  tc^lhei^  j;i(pIut;ionf  ;;||F 
fthe.gcj(|e»]  f;ouJ6t,  thr  fb^np  ff  fim.ority  froqp  Ae'a^miraU/. 
XhlB^ltil^rdiwho^iuft  (at  a5  meaxhtrs  of  i^c  gi^ncr^l 
court,  immediafely  transrormed  tnemfelves  into  aJbgard  gf 
^mMty«  Tlie  ininute  fyfctJb^m  to  h^e  ,^p v,c|i  ii  Ufict 
fysmM/p  -Ihlwfeiii  jcif  iM  <Uy^4f^{r>  Mofingfi  qop}r;.o^  ^ 

4pr9«wlif^,pf  the  gcqeral  court.  It  ^ati^  tf^^ejn  jtopn^yp  r^ 
the  report  of  the  committee,  ^n4  wc  mintitp  qf  ^  m^* 
^ij\gj^ni9^  W\^^j  C¥^  the.coomiit;^  was  appointed.  ^  fe , 


aM[>  0k^/'\^Ok  to  have  read  a  i^tcr  of  ^l)e  .Sfh  ^  j^ujeitft, 
figned  by  fifteen  principal  officers  of  tl^e  hc^fpfMy  j(q£iK 

|jlp^^tiife^Q«iii4s,  fLod  ^Qii)er,,tl)riI^d^i;q9ia^%{M^ 
-#f  .t%«iriwkaUy^Qli5i:r-"  Xhatiti3cj;j^ifB*<or.jJ^«^^ 
.OMift^  mm]  rjn^ul^r  coadtM^int  ^ke  ^uUi^ra  pf  .t)|e  l>flSn^» 
.ttVMiLGjapMio  fiaiUie  be  fu&endcdCcom'hjs^^ffiplM^q^ti^ 
«'liwfCf)aii|rSPHrn)pr  ^nd  .S\ft^,  ,iju^  oneoT ^e  ^ulji^ 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  till  furtber'order/'    ^' 

^<  ^ffolvedt  Tb4l  .dimftipqr  ^  foc(h<BHt)i  gi^  tm  Sn 
.Om}t$  U;ur4y9  to.OMifr.biin  ^  be  fufpcxi^c^  accordiiig^J^. 

J^.mojix%s^<;rj  vi^.  ontUe  14th  6f  Auguft,  1778^  Caft^ 
flain^B^illje,  in  bi^tetter  to  Mr.  Suph^s,  >^  ipiiy^^  ^bjfa 
>to  i|K)(!0e;|hf)Lpf4»  <^f  the  admiralty  to  dired  that  §fijpii ' 
furniOied  with  a  copy  of  the  order  by  which  he  mffi^tis 
;dod^"  i^Nt^eiferfouU  obtain  the  Cwne;  -<' 

O^.tbe  .ift  of  Deceqober  1.7,78,  C^pfain  Btiltie^w^yiye  jbo 
4be:lMds,pf.t^t  i^dmiralty,  intieating  tPibe  fp99iP(9d.|p,l)if 
nftaMft  Uijhe  fa^  hpfpital. 

-On , rt«  8tb  flf  JOeo^n*^ . Ii778>  Qjipta jn ^Baill^e  m^JS» 
Mr.  Stephens,  beegiog  that  *<  he  would  be  pleafed  to  \^y  J|i8 
diM«ibk,rQqtiejbi|e^e.tlKK  I^orilfr      ^r.tl|e  g;¥aet?l>5i&un,  at 
.llie.crfe,inij^b^*e,  10  t^e.^nd  aiatkb^flighthave  }jpthei«K<jo.^ 
,ykft^f.>n$:imcaniM»Mi'^«    All^l  «lfet^^t  tt)«|ic  fi<9r4jP^ 
might  be  ple4fiyl,to;gi.Yc4irtdioiia(that  he^^/^t.^i^e  a4cae  ~ 
^Qjpy^of  itierjc<p9rt  A^cle^t  ,t»\e,g^n(?r^l.^Vrt  !Wi,«<tbe  iid^ 
.Aoiilll^  i»f  the  liMb.of^Aiigtf ft  laA,>v:|^^ 
,«f  «iy^ii)cy;iPi^ntf)d.for.ibat.9ufyi«ie^'^     . 

In  anfwer  to  thit  |et|er^^f.  Qap|aiii:e.ailli»'«»  Jl^..H^(glmm- 

.on  jUie  jirfi,  ♦f  :Oa;wt^»  jrratta,  "  T  i^  ,.c9fH0)ndiMl  by 

their  Lordfhtps  to  acquaint  you^  ibl^^  j;|)|{y^.l^lK^i|pt^rff^ved 

^any  new  complaints  againft  jrou,  and  that  as  &e  s^pm  abovf* 

liia  — 
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mentioned  was  made  to  the  eeireral  court,  their  Lordfliips  do 
not  think  themfclves  ^uthonfed  to  give  <lire£Koiis   for  jour 
.  t>eing  fornifted  with  a  copy  of  it." 

It  is  true  this  letter  is  not  before  the  committed.    "Tlie  or- 
der having  been  only  for  letters  written  to  the  adchinlty)  not 
for  thofe  written  by  their  fecretary.     But  the  original  is  in 
.  Captain  Baillie's  poi!ei&ori,  mid  ready  to  be  product  to  yosr 
Lordfliips. 

Oil  the  25tli  of  December  1778,  the  admiralty  difmtfied 
'Captain  fiaillie.     The  minnte  or  their  proceedings  is  fe  curi* 
pus  and  fo  important  in  thjs  bufinefs,  that  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
'read  the  whole  minute  of  it.  * 
^        '      '  Admiralty-OiEce,  December  25,  ^77*» 

•*  Prefcnt  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Mr.  BuHer,  Earl  of  LriKmrne 
/Lord  Mtilgrave. 

« Jtead  a  letter  of  the  ift  inft.  from  Captain  Baillie,  ift- 
*|iringto  be  rcftored  to  his  ftatiah  in  Greenwich  Hbiphal  5 

".Read  alfo  a  letter  from  the  diredors,  and  a>  memorial  figfl- 

ed  by  fifteen  of  the  principal  ofRcers,  as  well  itiilitaiy  as  ci- 

Lvil,  "both  dated  the  4th  inftant,  repeating  their  former  appli* 

cations,  that  juftice  may  be  done  to  their  much  tnjared  dta« 

laders; 

•  **  Read  alfo  the  warrant  by  wfiich  Capniin#Bai1I!e  was'  ap. 
pointed  lieutenant  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  ;  the  or- 

•  der  for  his  fufpenhon,  and  the  claufc  of  the  charter  Mithori- 
jing  amiempowerrngthe  admiralty-'board  to  difplace^  ifiovfe, 

**  or  fufpend  officers  for  mifbehaviour,  and  to  appoint  others  in 
their  roonfi.   ♦  •       • 
**  And  their  Lordfliips  having  refumed  the  -confideration 

•  pf  the  minutes  of  the  ganeral  court,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  relative  to  Captain  rBaillie,  and  the  feveraJ  appli- 
cations w^ijch  have  been  before  made  to  them  by  the  dtredon 
and  others  who  cpnceive^  tb^mfelves  greatly  injured  by  bis 
book,  - 

•  "  RefoTvcd,  That  the  faid  Captain  Balllie,  for  his  mifbc- 
fia^iour^  as  fbted  in  the  reporfbefore  mentioned,  be  removed 

•  from  the  offices  of  lieutenant- govemofs,  oiie  of*  tbe  dir«£iors, 
and  one  of  the  council  in  Greenwich  Hofpitalv 

'  ^   ♦<  Refolved,  Thtit  Captain  Jarvis  Maplefden,  firft  captain 
in  t1)e  faid  hofpital,  be  appointed  to  thefe offices  in  his  foom« 
<«  That  the  Captains  of  t?he  faid  hofpital^  below  the  fiud 
"^  .Captain  Maplefden,  bemoved  up,' ^nd 
;      *  «♦  Thaf  Caf^tain*  JamcsCobIt  be  aj^pointed  fourth  GuCain, 
^"..Miemc*€3pptaiixiJChadi.7>   :,  -*  '  !..j.      .       ., 

•  v;  •  -••      -../:.     ^  .On 

kit. 
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On  the  30th  of  January  folIofHng,  Captain  Baillie,'  m  « 
letter  40  Mr.  Stephens,  repeats  hi$  rcqueft  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  for  a  copy,  of  the  report^  to^etberwith  theother^pa- 
pc?r8  tdiitlve  tohiihvanjreadbefqrethe  adniiralty  on  the  2<th 
of  December,  wbM  he  was  difmtlTed.  He  alfo  defires  tohav^ 
copies,  of  the  risfolution  of  the  geoeral  court  of  the  12th  of 
Augoft  laft,  refpeding  htrnfelf,  and  of  -the  origina)  order  to 
the  committee.  -  He  defires,  thefc  for  the  furtherance  of  jtt- 
^ice»  beingjadvifed  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  legal  remedip*. ' 

Captam  BailHe  agaiii,  on  the  9th  of  February,  in  his  lettfr 
to  Mr.  Stephens,  repeats  his  reqaeft  for  thefe  papiers.  Fte  rnr- 
fifts  on  them'as^hfe  right,  and  at  all  events  hopes  he  (hall  be  in- 
titled  to  an  aniWer.  •  • 

Bot'to  all  theferequefts  Captain  Baillie  got  no  other  aii* 
fwer  than  that  of  the  nth  of  December  above-mentbned, 
whefein  the  copy  of  the  report  was  refufed^'and  he  never  bb* 
tained  «By  of  the  papers. 

It  is  hei«  neeeflary  that  I  (hould  call  your  LordflHps*  ttten- 
tion  very,  particularly  to  this  proceeding  of  the  board  of  .ad« 
mirdty.  Bjr  the  new  charter  of  1775,  the  admiralty  had  jgqt 
the  power  ot  appointing  to  all  offices  in  the  hofprtal.  They 
had  alfo  obtained  the  power  and  authority  to  difplace,  move, 
?or  fufpend,  anv  officer' for  his  mifbehaviour. 

I  bdieve  it  will  not  be  contended,  but  thkt  the  charter  gi- 
ving the  power  of  removal  for  miA>ehaviour,  reftriAs  that  po* 
wer  for  any  other  caufe  than  mi(behaviour :-  that  by  fo  doing, 
all  officers  {0  appointed,  enjoy  a  freehold  in  their  office,  from 
which  they  can  be  removed  only  for  mifbehaviour.  The  per- 
fona  to  judge  oh  this  miflKhaviour  are  the  admiralty  j  but  m 
judging  of  it  they  muft  obfervc  fomething  of  the  ufual  forms 
of  Tcgai  proceedings.  Before  a  man  can^  be-removed  from  his 
freehold,  he  muft  be  charged  with  fomead  of  miibehaviour, 
as  a  caufe  for  his  removaU  That  aft  muft  be  regularly  proved, 
and  be  muft  be  heard  in  his  own  defence.  The  court  autho- 
rifed  to  determine,  muft  itfelf  hear  the  caufe.  It  cannot  dc- 
legate  the  powers  with  which  it  is  vefled.  The  charter  has 
conftitttted  the  admiralty  the  proper  board  to  remove  for  miibe- 
haviour—they  alone  can  judge  oif  it  ;  no  other  fet  of  men  can 
isxcrdfe  this  judgment  for  them. 

In  Ac  pretent  inftance^  even  that  burlefque  upon  courts  of 
enquiry,  the  committee,  was  not  appointed  by  the  admiralty, 
but  by  the  general  court?  ^  and  the  general  court  itfelf  has  ho 
power  by  th^<1iarter*\o  judge  of  miftehaviour.  It  is  the 
condiia  of  the  admiralty,  afling  as  a  board  of  admiralty,  that. 
p^  be  Aloine  confidcred  in  this  buiuiefs  :  not  will  it  be  of  any 

avail 
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WiDUld  mike  g  bpa^j4. 

tVJbcnxhnr^flMtatAgpiVUll  ffwyt^f -ffUPffiffiweii  ^irf 

To  a(ei;fcifeirtke{pomwnif|(M«t>r«%e<rf^^ 

now  on  your  Lordfliips'  table. — The  genet^l^^m^t  fjt^  ^^ 

conlideration  the  recommendation  ^^Mffs^  MPfe^ 
it#«nd  P|pt»i|i^i^)k«.  jH^  tftiRPI^M  ;flpithf$  a^  flf  pe* 
.^OTber  4»  alfe^f  <«he,h#Hi.flf  M)f^M»l^y* 
Bvt  di4  thj|C.Jt>9g|d^ii^  #^niiraIfiF#v!fr  «4^t^^ 

ded  upon  his  dcli^^^ACyjiii  .^f^y  ^f^j.i  ^^^Qz^m^Vljii 

Jiomi.  of  adnt^Uy  ig»flWnillWC^|p  g^y  r<Mhi^¥»«C^  .{^^Pfsp 
iUiUic;  f  i£)id  .ihe-l^Mnl^^f  M4inAca^}syw:^-iu9ar>ai^;^M  M*- 

ji^(^^>Mtion  of  mtmfk^i  sM^^f^C^w^ntS^^^^ifiiSK^f^ 

<i#^iMC4,  x>Mirer  Jmidifili^il-J  Jt  Mipoaiii  iiy:ii|c  4sv^n9e«ffi^ 

*tkQfiM(H9»^^k9i  £^mi^  'iiml\a^'s  pcmM^]^  ^to^u^f^m- 

4Sr«W|prJfh^Hgii)i|iJ'.;*j>«t»jhe:f)iafittra  w^MJii iMPRpfs^ U»e 

r^teW^ya?  |M<f  fliit)pipi»WWt.  jft»iiaftgii§»i  jlyjiiOtiiwye 
of  Icfs  extent.  But  if  vftfitmxH>ji4m.^0ft^UmKr^s»i^ 
^imiMA,  -th^fcrt>^j»ff i^^iiWiW'i  Mfgd^>M4«f Wfifl^ 

>jka^l9f^i|h|^]W^^Hmti|kii8u|i^ei^9ed  i«f^##iMaMV»3l^  * 
^«(d  j^n4Tft»ti^MB<WfrnAy^ftipg*N»i^ 

eliding.    They  aded  upon  a  complaint.     That  i9>  they  ac- 
ted 
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tH«<ir&ft  fjfddk^^  with  ^  Mi  fiMft.  ffhhr  Ct^rriMsritltixttf  tt^- 
WKWMuir  *^  tftd  ftilrg^crmwf  ^  tM^.  ^^thofrtjr  X6  remote, 
»J«Wrtf,;  thiy^^rtteyftf fof <tt3tfly at  1^ Cbtift,  am!  vfidi  Ae 
^ftsttfi  WfeifratHty  nnaj^fiatri^  dnVTnii^ok){ytfat!ei|RlfiAl  p^t^ 
Cfiil  »)  ilT  le^  df  prM^  6f  Atf  tnt{M*tid«t  oh  wMd)  thtf 
grounded  their  iu4gaient,  and  the  hearing  or  c^Hlig  tb^p$(t^ 
vf  WDMi  AIJ^  HnAtgnf  t>H^{tef  tb  e&ilJttttit. 

I  Sm  Mm«  {&  il^  Vkk  WtOr  }Bn(M  tmtm  artkfe  l»P  fl^l^, 
AM  M  aiHM  iH^QMeti^fHeh  mr^WH  I  fMlA  th^itaifiitions       ^ 
J*  tit  thimir  liPdhT  Ihe  Mt  eMim^fixM^ 

The  nobl«  l»§M,  itMt  iWai  (^tifc  MMNlty,  feMM  te  pridt 
MmMT taMtl,  thit  fir  tM  liivi(!t|«iM  bf  tkift  pm  of  the  bu* 
MeAt  «Mt  ihiFMfMs  illvfe  Mt  bitii  br^Mtht  ikime  w  him* 
H  istlhl)^  thai  tM  fHiflefitey  Mr,  Evtrf^  andAlr^  8i1>^ 
tfM^  Mr.  )hlfit<bfi%  Md  Mv.  £deji»  kai^  iteadfiy  fWoiu 
tiMit  fiit^  LufrdHii]^  hni  ft6  <^qiii«efli  in  fheiA.  Fmii  ihafr  evU 
dflooe  k  d«i^  «Mlt  ^i»»  thait  kit  L#rdflif^  Itiivw^^  mf  tiiim  of 
feeh  bnintft  Mnj^  in  haMd^  till  tht  dmogiit  imlaid  ba&ra 
the  evQit  iof  dircftuVBi 

Before  I  remark  on  this  fad,  I  fliiiftbeg  teave  id  point  oiiC 
to^or  Lerdflii^^  bo^  extssordinary  it  i<  tint  die  noble  Lord, 
wto-vflflnes  faimffllf  ib  hishly  on  his  atttotton  to  the  minutiA 
affairs  ot.  tbak  hofykaU  ^^imd.  ta^e  ^tdX  paiitt  to  prore  that 
h^'j^i:  DO  mtaention  whatever  to  the  moft  material  poiMs  of 
alf^  no  nefgird  to  the  Ible  fetifidationof  all  \He  oe«H%omy,  pc^ 
lioTy  ^hfc  aad  .powers  o^  that  infticntton,  lad  e veo  of  hia 
pWn  over  tt^tbfe  charter.  That  he  fb^tild  have  baen  even 
iglwcMti  vtterly  knorttYt  of  thf  whole  of  thif  iinpor^aiK 
lrfta6aftia»,M»  WM  fo  Mghljr  vakes  JbUnfelf  lon  fitcii»g  up  g^ 
d^aihgroMil  JMeyeJCyM^'OMfiWcHre^hat  «ot>lf  Jbord  ai»> 
teaa|jt  fodxfMlpatehiffifelf  ifro^  b^ing  the  author  or  advifa  of 
an  irfl  which  in  as|iiniie{ft  ba  bolda  noc  oalydefenAble  but  pee* 
P^^j  by  rprovia^  biinralf fuilt^  of «  n^I^ence  exxremel}/:  «i4* 
j>able|,  and  which  k  is  imp^fibk  to  defend  1  it  \%  zJixon^  pr^ 
fuoiption  that  he lo(iks  on  that cha]fter«obeof  i4icb anatur^ 
that  a  complete  ign^iraoce.of  it^  ai)d  «  ntf^\gtu(x^  .  however 
fauky^,  that  removes  biin  at  adi&aoce  from  aq^^  in^feienct 
in  it^  is^the  moft  repuciit>}e  fituation  with  regard  to  that  b^^ 
jie^  in  w;bich  be  <an*ftaod. 

Bi|t  however  this  may  be^  1  may  h^  ilill  to  conxead.  tba^ 

the  alterations  were  fucK  as  his  Xordibip  did  not  dif^ppn^vew 

-Aa  If  its  not  being  proved  that  he  contrived  them,  lam 
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perfedly  contented  that  the  noUe  Lord  fhould  remain  poT- 
fcfled  ^  of  the  triumpHs  he  fceins  To  pleafed  with  on  this  oc« 
cafionl  It  is  imiQaterial  to  me  who  altered  die  garter.  It 
is  not  immaterial  to  Greenwich  Hofpital  Jtfaat  it  was  fo  alteitd* 

The  firil  alteration  is  taking  from  the  general  court  the  re- 

Gommendation  to  all  the  officers  in  the  holpital,  which  was 

vefted  folely  in  them  by  the  commifiion,  and  placixi^  in  the 

'  admiralty  the  appointment  of  all  officers  witnout  mdi  tc* 

(;^mmendation. 

This  alteration  totally  changes  the  confiitntion  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital.  It  renders  the  general  court  of  commiffioncn 
and  governors  infignificant,  and  makes  the  admiralty  the  ible 
and  uncontrouled  ruler  of  this  charity.  It  deprives  it  of  all 
check  and  of  all  hopes  of  redreis  in  cafe  of  abufe. 

If  the  general  court  in  any  infiancewas  guilty  of  mifbon- 
duAt  the  fuperintending  power  of  the  admiralty  was  ready  to 
corre£(  the  grievance,  jBut  now  that  the  admiralty  has  in- 
grolled  the  whole  governmept  of  the  hofpital,  if  by  chance 
they  fhould  fwerve.from  thek  duty,  be  guilty  of  any  job,  or 
place  landmen  in  this  naval  eftablifliment,  mere  is  the  con- 
trolling power  that,  can  correft  them  ?  I  know  of  none  but 
Parliament,  and  your  Lordfhips  have  ieen  the  difficulties  at* 
tending  fuch  proceedings  here. 

The  higher  branches  of  government  fhould  always  be  coo« 
^ned  to  their  proper  fphcre,  and  never  be  fuffisred  to  become 
executive  where  they  fhould  be  only  fuperintending. 

While  the  government  of  the  £afl-India  company  was  left 
to  their  own  direflors,  though  very  ill  conduced,  it  was  not 
half  fo  ill  conduced  as  iince  mioiflers  have,  in  fa&y  taken  it 
into  their  own  hands.  Before  that  time,  the  fervants  of  the 
company  were  under  fome  reftraint  from  the  fear  of  the  intei- 

S»fition  of  government,  and  of  being  punifhed  for  abufcs. 
ow,  that  fear  is  removed  ;  iince  it  is  government  itfelf 
which  dircfts ;  and  there  is  now  no  greater  fear  in  robbing 
the  inhabitants  of  India,  in  extorting  prefents  of  millions 
from. nabobs  and  princes,  or  in  plundering  the  company  it- 
felf, than  in  rendering  England  a  bankrupt  Ration  to  enrich  a 
minif^er  and  his  dependents. 

Any  power  withoof  check  is  dangerous.  That  aojulred 
by  the  admiralty  in  Greenwich  Hofpital  is,  in  faft,  without 
ft  check.  . 

But  we  are  told  by  the  noble  Lord,  in  defence  of  this  im- 

Sortant  alteration,  "  that  ufage^  as  well  as  commoo-fenie, 
lews  it,was  never  intended  to  be  othcrwifeV 
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I  Ihall  not  trouble  your*Lordihip^  with  any  reinarks  apoii 
that  extraordinary  fpecies  of  comEnon-fenfe  which  attempts 
to  ^rovp,  that  a  commiffion  giving  in  the  moft  exprefs  terma 
the  right  of  recommendation  to  a  oody  of  men,  meant  there^ 
by,  that  they  (hould  never  ufe  it,  but  that  another  (hould. 

I  fhould  think  myfelf  ftill  lefs  cxcufable^  if  I  fhould  take 
up  your  Lordfhips  time  in  difproving  the  impra£ticability 
(another  exception  taken)  of  regulations  which  commenced  ia 
the  year  1703,  and,  according  to  the  noble  EarlS  own  ac* 
count,  did  not  ceafe  till  the  year  1722*  I  ihall  content  my- 
felf with  explaining  how  the  other  defence^  ufage,  fupports 
this  pretended  intention  of  the  coaunii&on  fo  different  from 
its  provifions« 

I  find  from  the  minutes  ot  the  hofpital,  that  the  cour(e  of 
proceeding  at  the  firft  eftabliihment^  and  for  many  fucceeding 
years,  was  this :  >    . 

Upon  the  vacancy  of  any  office,  the  petitions  of  thofe  who 
had  any  claims  to  offer,  were  prefented  to  the  meeting  of  the 
dtreSors.  There  the  certificates  of  their  qualifications  were 
examined,  their  refpeflive  pretentions  enquired  into,  and  a 
report  made  of  the  whole  to  the  general  court* 

At  the  general. court  the  ^epor^of  the  direftprs  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  and  an  order  made  for  recommending  to 
the  admiralty  fuch  of  the  candidates  as  weve  fixed  on  for  lup- 
plyiiig  the  vacant  offices.  It  fometimes  happened,  when  the 
merits  of  the. petitioners  were  nearly  equal,  or  when  the  court 
wiflied  to  pay  a  perfonal  compliment  to  the  lord  high  admi* 
ral,  that  the  court  recommended  two  or  more  for  the  fame 
office,  leaving  the  choice  of  them  to  the  Prince  of  Dea* 

mzxk*  .  . 

The  noble  Earl  has  faid,  ^'  that  in  one  inftance  fix  peribna 
were  named  to  be  chofen  out  of/'  I  am  exceedingly  obliged 
to  his  Lordfhip  for  pointing  out  this  inilance  to  the  com« 
mittee^  as  the  proceedings  of  the  admiralty,  of  the  dire£lors^ 
and  of  the  general  court,  in  that  cafe,  afford  the  completed 
proof  how  the  ufage  was,  and  will  fave  me  the  trouble  of  fe- 
lefting  many  others*  out  of  the  numerous  inftances  in  which 
the  minute-DCK:^of  the  hofpital  abound.  It  is  in  the  minute« 
book  D.  folio  23. 

By  the  dire£{or^  In  the. Hofpital  at  Greenwich,  Decern* 
ber2o,  1716. 

<^  Mr«  Kynafton  acquainted  the  board,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  A-om  Mr.  Burchct,  fecretary  to  the  admiralty, 
with  dlrefilions  to  acquaint  the  dire&ors  from  their  Lord* 
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ihifX)  tiiat  by  the  commiffiofiy  att  tht  xiBkxrt  tor  Greenwich 
Hofpical  are  t&  be  recommended  by  the  commifltoners,  and 
oot  by  the  direftorsy  and  tbat  their  Lordfliips  had  smpoiaied 
that  a  general  court  be  bekl  ttiis  day  ft'nnigbt^  in  order  to  re- 
commend a  fecrctary  to  the  faid  hofpital/' 

At  a  general  court  of  the  cmnmilfioners,  at  the  admirahy 
office,  January  5,  1716-17,  Minute-book  D^  folraaj, 

"  A  general  court  being  called,  in  order  to  Tecommend 
to  my  terds  commiffioncrs  of  the  admiralty,  a  fecretary  to 
Greenwich  Hofpital,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Vanbrugfa,  deceafed, 
thty  proceeded  to  Che  fame,  and  agreed  to  recommend  Mr. 
Belly  Mr,  TlKxnas  Oorbett,  Mr.  Robert  Southby,  Mr. 
Hawie,  Mr.  Maddox,  and  Mr.  Hall,  to  their  Lordfhips,  and 
dcfire  their  L6rd(hip«*  approbation  to  cither  which  they  ihall 
tliink  proper,  if  they  (hall  appear  to  their  Lordfhips  to  be 
i\x\j  qualified." 

B  V  the  direftort  in  the  Hdfpital  at  Greenwich,  January  26, 
»7^o-7*  Minute-book  D*  foHo  27. 

.  .  *<  Mr,  Thomas  Cottett  prefcnted  his  warrant  from  Ac 
Lords  commrlfioners  of  the  admiralty,  appointing  him  fecre- 
tary to  the  faid  hofpital,"  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Vanbrugh,  dc- 
ORvfad,  Che  iaime  was  read  tod  orderd  to  be  etfterod,  and  he 
eook  his  place  accordiirgly.'* 

"  But,*^  fays  the  noble  Earl,  "  the  abfolutc  and  final  ap- 
pointment was  in  ibe  admiralty.^  The  final  appointmeat 
undoubteAy  was^  fhice  it  was  neceflary  that  the  warrant 
ihoold  be  figned  by  that  board ;,  but  if,,  by  abfolute,  he  meant 
that  they  had  a  right  to  appoint  without  the  recommendation 
ef  the  general  ^ourt,  his  pofitioh  is  by  no  means  true.  The 
admiralty  of  171^6,  in  the  letter  I  have  quoted^  fay  direftly 
the  reverfe. 

Befides  the  iidlance  above  adduced,!  (hall  only  beg  leave  to 
hring  onie  more,  which  proves,,  beyond  difpute,  that  the  ad- 
miralty had  no  right  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  any 
officer  previous  to  the  recommendation  of  the  general  court. 
B/  the  direAors  in  the  hofpital  at  Greenwich,  Augaft  9, 
X705,  Minute-book  D,  ftdio  113, 

"  A  lower  from  Mr.  Bm-chct,.  fetretery  of  theiadmJralry, 
recommending  Mr.  Thompfon,  porter  of  the  admiralty,  10 
•he  medeagerto  Greenwich  Ho&itafl,  was  read  and  accepted, 
provided  he  has  belonged  to  the  fca.*'  •     *      ' 

I  hope  I  have  proved,  to  your  Lordfbips*^  canv^iAidb,  that 

.ufage  has  not  ferved  the  noMe  Earl  much  better  than  com- 

moisk  feoft,  itt'hifr  attempt  tai&ew^  ^t  it  ne%xr  was  intended 
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the  geoeral  court  (hould  to  fix  upon  the  pcrfont  vbo  were  iO- 
bold  offices  in  the  hofpitaU  It  retuains  to  be  confidered^ 
whether,. duriog  the  period- that  this  power  in  the  general 
court  exifted  in  practice,  the  great  rnds  of  the  charity  were 
more  efFcdually  carried  into  execution,  than  when^  by  de- 
grees, the  fole  power  of  appointment  flipped  into  the  iiand« 
of  the  admiralty^  We  ffaall  then  be  able  to  judge  bow  far 
ex|)erience  jufli&ed  his  Lordfhip,  as  the  friend  of  tac  feamen,' 
in  his  endeavours  to  eftabli(h,  by  his  new  charter,  a  pradice  # 
which  had  crept  in  by  the  neglea  of  the  old  cooimiflioners.      '     , 

In  the  ficfl  part  of  what  1  hav^  troubled  your  Lord(htp$. 
with,  I  have  fufly  explained  how  little  the  introduftion  of  ^ 

landmen  into  the  c^ces  in  the  hofpital  is  warranted  by  the 
old  commiffions  or  new  charter.  But  it  is  faid,  that  it  would 
be  as  rcafonable  toexpeft  that  the  managers  of  Bedlam  fhould 
be  lunatics.  My  grave  anfwer  to  this  miferahle  attempt  at 
ridicule,  by  comparing  feamen  with  madmen  Is,  that  if  Bed^* 
lam  Hofpital  was  founded^  in  its  adminiflration,  as  well  as  in 
its  beniefit,  for  the  fole  ufe  of  madmen,  and  that  lunacy  did 
not  difquifify  from  the  management,  the  managers  ougnt  ta 
be  madmen.  And  as  being  a  Teaman  is  not  being  a  madman, 
nor  any  difqualification  from  the  management  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  I  think  the  pofitive  direAions  of  the  charter  ihould 
be  obferved. 

I  (hall  now  beg  your  Lordfhips*  permiffion  to  examine  % 
little  farth<:r  what  was  the  pra&ice,  with  refpe^  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  feamen  to  the  management  of  this  hofpital,  at 
the  time  of  its  firfl  eftablifbment.  The  .praftice  of  that 
time  will,  I  think,  prove  the  beft  comment  on  the  intentiont 
of  its  founders.  And  I  think  I  fball  prove,  to  your  Lord- 
(hips*  fatisfaSion,  that  none  but  feafaring  men  were  former-;* 
ly  looked  upon  as  qualified  to  hold  any  offices  in  the  hofpit^ 
at  all.  That  none  but  fuch  were  recommended  by  the  gene< 
ral  court,  and  that  when  feamen  capable  of  executing  any  of 
the  offices  were  wanting,  perfons  were  ap^iotedj  fro  umpvre^ 
to  fill  them« 

The  firft  proof  is  a  general  order  given  by  .the  court  of 
commiffioners  to  the  Direftors,  Augufl  11^  iy.Q4,  Minute-r' 
book  D,  folio  32. 

<^  At  a  general  court  of  the  commifiiQners  for  the  hofpital 
at  Greenwich, 

^<  Several  petitions  relating  to  offices,  which  had  beep  laid 
before  the  board  of  direAors  were  offered  to  conilderatiooji 
wd  are  I'eferred  back  to  the  dire&ors  to  examine  the  fametj 
^  report,  by  an  abfiraft  thereof,  the  claims  therein  made^ 
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Tcfpefting  all  fuch  as  arc  not  qualified  according  to  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  commiffion.'* 

What  IS  meant  by  being  qualified  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  commiffion,  will  appear  from  the  following  letter  of 
recommendation  to  the  Lord  high  admiral,  of  perfons  to  be 
appointed  ilcwards  and  matrons  : 

By  the  direftors  of  the  hofpital  at  Greenwich,  &c,  Odo- 
ber  5th,  1704?  Minute-book  B,  folio  40. 
**  May  it  pleafe  your  Royal  Highne&, 
^*  The  dire£tors  of  the  roval  hofpital  at  Grcenmch  received 
and  perufed  the  petitions  of  Richard  Gibfon  and  Jofeph  Gaf- 
N  coyne,  relating  to  the  office  of  ftcward,  and  having  bad  due 

confideration  to  their  refpeftive  qualifications  and  Icnricc  o£ 
th«  crown  at  fea,  do  humbly  take  leave  to  lay  chcir  names  be* 
fore  your  Royal  Highnefs,  for  filling  the  faid  ofSce,  as  a  nc- 
ceflary  preparation  towards  the  talking  men  into  the  laid  bo- 
l^ital. 

**  And  there  having  been  Hkewifc  divers  women  praying 
our  recommending  them  for  the  office  of  matron,  we  likcwile 
humbly  take  leave  to  lay  before  your  Royal  Highocfs  the 
names  of  thofe  perfons  which  are  looked  upon  to  be  qualified 
by  the  conftitution,  for  your  Royal  Highnefs*s  eleAion  of  a 
matron,  and  moft  humbly  leave  the  fame  to  your  Royal  High- 
nefs's  confideration. 

Pelitimen  for  Jlewari. 
•*  Jofeph  Gafcoy ne,  regiflered,  and  well  recommended  from 
all  the  commanders  he  fias  fcrved  with, 

"  Richard  Gibfon  fets  forth  his  merits  and  long  fcrvice  in 
his  petition,  and  very  well  recommended. 
PethiontYi  for  matron. 
Sufan  Sher^Vln,  fets  forth  the  long  fervice  of  her  hulbaod 
in  the  wars  of  i656,  when  he  commanded  ftveral  fmall  fhips. 
He  was  blown  up  in  the  Breda. 

Elizabeth  Yelverton,  herhufband  died  mailer  in  the  vcffel, 
having  feiVed  the  crown  from  his  youth,  &c. 

Rachel  Low,  her  hufband  fcrved  as  mafler  of  divers  Ihips, 
|ind  Aiti,  in  the  fcrvice,'* 

A  repnefcnt^tion  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  recommending 
the  petitianersfor  fleward  and  matron,  was  agreed,  and  is  to 
fee  prepared  t6  be  figned  at  the  next  meeting. 
,  .  The  fo\lowipg,,  oqt  of  innumerable  other  inftances  to  the 
iameefFeft,  wi^i  pe  fufficient  tolhew  your  Lordfhips  that  the 
^Jmointment  of  feamcn  to  the  officps  ip  the  hofpital  wa$  an  ob- 
jea  of  WhicI^  they  never  lofl  fight, « 
•••  3  '    ■  ,  .; •       '-At 
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At  agericral  court,  Auguft  a2d,  1705,  Minute-book  B, 
folio  ii8,  •     .  .  . 

*^  William  Thompfon  having  petitioned  tofuccced  as  mcf-  . 
fcDgcr,  it  is  to  be  en(}uired  whether.hc  is  a  feafaringman." 

By  the  direftors,  &c.  November  8th,  1705,  Minute-book 
B,  folio  130. 

f*  Xhoroas  Hog  being  ofiercd  and  recommended,  and  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  employed  in  the  fer  vice  of  the  crown,*ne 
is  to  be  recommended  to  the  general  court.** 

By  the  Dircftors,  &c.  Fcwuary  2d,  1 704-5,  Minute-book 
S,  folio  91. 
*  **  Richard  Hendcrfon,  of  Gfeenwich,  having  {haved  the 

Eenlioners  to  this  time,  i&  to  continue  the  fame,  till  fbme  fea» 
arbcr  be  appointed." 

By  the  dirfeSors,  &c,  Auguft  30th^  1705,  Minute-book  B, 
folio  119. 

**  David  Williams,  having  officiated  as  clerk  from  the  firft- 
entertainment  of  the  peniioners,  is  to  be  further  employed 
till  fome  feamen  be  appointed.'* 

I  now  come  to  a  very  ferious  part  of  this  bufinefs, 

TTie  noble  Earl  has  appealed,  with  imprudent  confidA^c, 
to  the  paper  on  youriordftiips*  table,  which  contaips  a  lift 
of  all  the  appointments  of.  officers,  civil  and  military,  lince 
the  firft  inftiturion  of  thehofpital  in  1704,  by  which  he  tells 
us  it  appears  bow  that  matter  was  underftood  at  firft,  and 
that  not  one  of  the  perfons  iirft  appointed  to  the  civil  offices 
was  a  feaman. 

How  the  matter  wtisunderflood  I  hope  I  have  Ihewn  pretty 
clearly  to  your  Lordfhips,  by  theextrads  which  I  have  read 
from  the  Minute-books  of  die  hofpital,  moft  of  which  art? 
dated  in  the  years  1704  and  1705.  The  feme  books  may  per- 
haps be  of  more  uf e  to  us  in  afcertaining  the  praftice,  as  well 
as  the  fentiments  of.  the  firft  commiflioners  of  the  hofpital,  than 
the  lift  given  in  at  your  Lordfhips*  table  by  Mr,  Maule,  whofe 
return,  I  take  upon  me  to  prove,  is  falfe  in  no  lefs  than  five 
inftanccs. 

.  The  fecond  perfon  mentioned  in  that  lift  is  Jofeph-  Gaf- 
cpync  ;  he  is  put  down  as  ftc>vard,  and  not  fcrved  at  fca. 

The  clerk  will  be  -{a  good  as  to  read  the  letter  from  the 
commiffioners  to  the  l^ord  high  admiral,  Minute-bode  B,  fo- 
lio 4p,.0ftpber  5th,  1704. 

'  '      Petitioners  Jor  Jleumrd^ 

**  Jofeph  Gafcoyne,  regiflercd  and  very  well  recommended 
from  all  the  cominanders  be  has  faile4  with**' 

I  be. 
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{'believe  your  LordfKips  will  have  little  doubt  of  JoTepb 
Gafcoyne's  having  ferved  at  fca. 
,  A  little  lower  down  fiends  £4 ward  Griffiths,  cook's-CDate, 
-  not  ferved  at  fea. 

The  clerk  will  now  read,  in  the  feme  hook,  folio  219,  the 
minute  relating  to  Edvi^rd  Grifiiths.'    July  3d,  1 707. 

By  the  DiFpfl4Ks,  (See,  - 
.  ^*  Edward  Griffiths,  applying  to  be  admitted  afliftant  to  the 
cook,  he  is  to  be  recommenued  to  the  general  court,  if  it  ap* 
pears  he  has  fervec)  at  (ea/'    At  folio  z^^  he  will  find  that  he 
•     was  recommended  accordin^y. 

I  think  your  Lordfhips  will  give  credit  toEdward  Griffiths, 
that  he  has  alfo  ferved  at  fca. 

Two  names  lower,  in  Mr.  Maule's  lift,  appears  William 
SHkworth,fculkry- man's  mate,  not  ferved  at  fea, 
'  The  clerk  will  read  the  Minute-book  relating  to  ttils  iaid 
$lkworth|  folio  ao;,  March  6th,  1706-7. 
^y  thedireftors,  &e, 

^'Tohn  Silkwordi,  an  ancient  fcaman,  is  to  be  recommended 
for  (cullery-mao's  mate***  There  is  a  miftake  in  the  Chrifliaa 
narne^  but  from  the  o^e  it  is  evidently  the  (ame  ixua. 

Have*  your  tiprdihips  any  doubt  that  this  Silkworth  has 
been  at  fea.  ? 

Next  but  one  to  Silkworth  ibnds  James  Barnes,  porter^  not 
ferved  at  fea. 

The  clerk  will  now  turn  to  folio  142,  and  read  what  is 
there  faidof  James  Barnes,  January  ^d,  1705-6. 
By  the  direftore^  occ. 

''  A  petition  of  |ames  Barnes,  cook  of  the  Londoo^  was 
read,  and^  op  reading  his  certificates,  ordered,  that  he  be  re- 
jCQOunci^d  to  his  Rpyal  Highiveft  as  aperfoo  fitly  quali&d 
^  ,f  orter  of  the  soyal  bolpLt^,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his 
petition." 

To  James  Baraes,  my  Lords,  one  of  the  perfons  ficft  ap- 
pointed that  never  was  at  Tea. 

The  laft  in  the  (iil  is  Williaiti  BuUer^  barber,  not  ferved 
at  fea. 

If  your  Lord^ips*  |>atieqce  be  not  exhaxifted,  the  clerk 
wHl  read  the  <ninuiu:relatix^g  to  William  Buller,  at  folio  iiS, 
Auguft  aad,  1 705* 

At  a  general  court,  &c« 

^'  Wm«  Buller  petitioning  to  be  baiber  to  the  hofpital,  his 
petitbn  is  to  br  r^ifef red  to  be  the  j^vy  board  for  a-ccftificate 
of  his  fervice  at  <fea<^  I  cannot  pafs  over  this  matter  withoof 
ca^llipg  your  Lordmips^'  attention  to  (0  very  extraordinary  a 
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falfificatiDa  iii  returns  msuk  by  your  Lo'rdAii^*  otStrs.  Tbt 
lift  of  officers  in  the  Prince  of  DenmarVs  time  confifts  but 
of  twenty  perfons,a  fourth  part  of  whom  arcfalfcly  returned 
in  the  lift  before  your  Lordmips,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  iQ 
millcad  the  committee  in  one  of  the  $ipft  important  objcfts 
of  their  enquiry  ;  and  the  noble  Earl  lias  built  the  beft  part 
of  his  defence  upon  this  rotten' foundatipn':^ 

Thefe 


*  At  the  coteraporary  j>r«dtce.bf  tbejcomiDiiEi0DersandbQai4 
of  admiral cy  is  undoubtedly  the  beft  interpreter  of  the  intentions 
of  the  original  inftitutjon^  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fiate  the  6>U 
lowing  inwinoes  in  addition  to  thofe  mentioned  above* 

B^ctraAs  frem  thi  Minutt'htoh  tf  the  c^mmijbnkn  cf  OtemnvHck 

By  the  iireAoit,  &c.  Dtoember  9^h,  >i7«j,p.  i  j. 

A  petition  of  Mr.  LcNeve  concerning  the  place  of  ouditDrtt^ 
the  fa#lfical  was  read  aa4  erdcvedtobelaidbeftwe^begeiiemlcQitrt, 
with  the  petioo  of  Mr.  Moody,  and  others,  relatiiig  Aai^cd. 

By  the  diredors,  &c.    Pebruary  i  ;th,  i  ^oy^  ^p^g/t  l6. 

A  petition  of  ^oyce  RuiTel,  widow,  defiring  to  be  adcnitted  a  ma- 
tron ID  the  hbfpital,  was  read,  and  is  to  be  confidered  at  the  proper 
iieafon. 

By  the  diredors,  &c.    Auguft  loth,  1704,  page  30. 

A  ^itiott  itom  Mr.'Riehant  GMaa  was  read,  dtflriagto  be  ' 
fteward  of  the  hofpiul,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  befof  e  thegcnerai 
court. 

By  the  dire6brs,  &c.    Auguft  J4fh,  1704,  page  54. 

A  petition  of  Rc^cca  Dawfen,  tobe  nurfe,  was  prefenicdy  txA 
tt  to  foe  oMffideffed  wttht»ther  petitiotisof  a  IHcettature. 

Bytliediieaon,  4ce.    ^ptember  f 4(h,  z^o4«^ 

The  petitions  of  allperiiMis  petitiotting  for  oiRn^es,  and  the  wo* 
men  for  ma(r#ns  and  nurfes^  were  examined,  and  the  women,  w^a 
wenpreieot  wofe  called  in  and  heard,  and  an  abftrad^  was  made  ^ 
them  to  be  laid  before  the  general  court.  ' 

By  the  directors,  &e.    September  art,  77^4,  page  ^7, 
Several  certificates  were  read,  rehniRe  to  the  women  petitioning  ; 
tuy  aie^SD  be  roferred;o  »he  derk  of  the  (ieket«oQce  to  be  exa- 
mined. 
Bjr  theditviters,  &c.    September  i9th,  page  58. 
Sevcval  90<itioos  wotre  read,  viz.  J.  IIHngwortfa  for  butcher,  B** 
HaaelwM  for  an  employment,  John  'Shot  for  barber,  Tbomaa 
SOilla  for  ^nutoynent,  ^riftepher  Hocker,  Mag.  Davis,  Sarafc 
AircluipQnsi  ior  aurfes,  or  Uke-iervke,  and  Henry  Middlcton  for 
iurgeoo.     .1       i . -  •  •     .   .       '  •  * 

"^^hc  diredoTSi  &c.    May  lA,  190C,  Iblio  104. 

Tilkr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44?  PARLIAMENTARY       A- 1779. 

Thefe  ate  what  appear  manifeftly  on  the  face  of  their  own 
books,  and  I  have  not  myfelf  a  fhadow  of.doabt,  from  ihe 
general'  mode  and  fpirit  of  their  proceedings,  but  that  the 

fjrcateft  part,  if  not  alLtbe  reft  of  the  officers,  confifled  c: 
eamen.  With  regard  to  the  chaplains,  one  of  them  is  al- 
lowed  to  have  been  at  Tea ;  the  other,  Mr.  Stubbs,  was  chap- 
Iain  to  the  dock  yard  at  Woolwich,  and  may  on  that  account 
be  fuppofed  to  have  had  fome  fort  of  claim  to  the  benefits  of 
a  naval  charity.  For  by  the  appointment  of  the  cliaplains  of 
the.ordinarv  of  Woolwich  and  Deptford  to  be  chaplains  to 
the  hoTpitaf,  their  annual .  pay .  and  profits,  on  an  average 
amounting  to  afxnxt  17b/.  a  year,  is  added  to  the  fand  of  the 
hofoital.     .  ^  ' 

'  ^ome  other  alterations  in  the  charter  from  the  coauniffioa 
have  been  taken  notice  of  and  defended. 
,•  I  have  already  fe- fatigued  your  Lordlhips  and  oiyfelf,  that 
I  will  not  abufe  your  patiepce  in  adverting  to  them 'any  far- 
ther  than  to  fay  j  that  if  :they  are  innocent,  they  appear  to  me 
aUbu&lefs. 

If  the  new  powers  given  by  the  charter  to  alien  and  kll, 
are  incidental  to  alt  corporations^  without  cxpreft  words  ta 
give  tbefn  that  power,  it  did  not  fecm  neccflary  to  give  that 
fowcrby  exprefs  words  in  the  charter.     It  is  a  dangerous 


:  "iTillad^ini;  a  feaman's  wido«^,  to  be  farther  recoiniBcnded  for  a 
9urCe,  to  the  general  coiirt. 

Two  more  ini^ancesof  feamen's  widows,  recommended  to  be  nuHb 
in  the  hofpiuU  Me  found  in  the  fame  Miniue-book,  tbtio  x^,  ai^ 
folio  194,  and  twbn^ore  in  Minute*book  C,  folio  16,  and  &Ko  lyi. 

Can  there.be  a  doubt,  from  thefe  eztradt,  chat  the  fcnle  of  the 
governors  of  this  hoCpital  was,  from  ittfirft  inftitutioo,  coniboaat 
with  the  plain  Aoi  exprefs  woidt  of  the  commiffion  ? 

Petitions  for  admiffion  are  founded  on  pretenfioot  arifing  from 
^ryices  at  fea.  The  court  of  directors  and  general  coims  x^ier  to 
the  ticket-office  for  proofs  of  fervice  at  fea* 

Reports  from  that  office  certify  accordingly* 
.  X)n  thofe  reports  appointmenu  are  made  out. 
.'  Throughout  the  whole  the  \yords»  dniy  quai^d  are  to  be  Cnced, 
and  the  due  qualification  is  proved  to  be  fervice  at  fra. 

This  is  oot  for  the  adroiffion  of  peafioners,  but  for  efficen  in  die 
management  of  the  hofpital,  fecretarieSi  ftewank,  auditof¥,4ec.  &c 
and  to  that  intent  is  this  idea  of  fea  fervice,  bemg  a  neceiiaiyqnali* 
^cation  puihtd,  that  even  a  barber,  and  a  icuilery-»man'a  mate,  are 
^fTcred  to  continue  only  un:i)  a  tea  barber,  .an  ^  a  tctttteiy-nuui'i 
mate  duljr^ualified'  by  having  been  at  fet,  can  bcfouad. 
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Bdw^'r  and  very  liable  to  ^\>uXc,  particularly  in  a  cafe  like  thU. 
The  dftiites  of  many  cd^ratioas  arc  folely  for  the  ufc  of  tbe 
corporate  txHfy,  like  thfc  private  cftates  of  individuals,  and' 
\hty  nAay  ilieh  them  in  the  fame' manner  without  any  detri- 
ment Xo  tht  puUic.  ^ut  in  the  cafe  before  us,  the  efiate  cf 
the  c6rporat6  body  is  a  mere  truft ;  and  not  at  all  for  the  ufe 
of  thofc  who  alien.  They  ought  thierefore  to  have  been  put 
under  reftraints,  if  they.hadbeen  free  before,  rather  than  to 
liave  had  fo  dangerous  a  power  nbwly  conferred  upon  th^ou 
An  titk^i  parliament  has  put  this  reftraint  very  properly  on 
bifhops,  who  ancientlv  pofTelTed  a  right  of  alienation.  The 
governors  of  this  hoipital  did  very  well  without  this  power 
before  the  charter ;  and  oi^^t  not  to  have  had  it  when  the 
new  incorporation  was  made.  What  is  remarkable,  the  no- 
ble Lord  himfelf  defends  the  power  by  an  atten\pt  to  prove 
that  it  is  in  c^eft  no  power  at  all  {  and  that  no  purcha&r  eak 
fafely  rely  on  it,  without  knowing  that  his  purchafe-money  is 
properly  applied.  A  thing  impoftible  for  him  to  know ;  ^ 
It  is  utterly  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  a  great  public  body  to  be 
under  the  controul  of  an  individual  an.d  a  ftmnger,  for  the 
due  ekcrcife  of  any  of  its  functions.  I  conceive  it  would  bb 
better  wlien  exchanges  are  advantigeotis  to  have.reeourie  tp 
an  act  of  parliament  than  to  veft  the  coosmiffietier^  wilb 
jK^wers)  ^tiich  alter  All  the  alarm  they  have  giy^n,  afenoC  Ar 
lowed  iatiitfadory  to  a  purchafer ;  unce  the  Viake  of  Ner^ 
Qiumb^rland  in  bis  1%  excliange,  fubfequent  to  the  peWeiet 
given  by  the  clmrter,  has  thought  it  more  ptudept  to  h^vt  h^ 
title  fbuojcfed  in  a  fpecial  a&  of  parliaments '  I  can  ftiU  left 
conceive  ^hy  good  purpoi!^  for  which  the  words  ilitbe  tofl^ 
mii&on  ib  particularly  direSing  that  all  monies  given>  &c.,  t0 
the  hofpital  <^  {ball  not  be  a^^icabie  to  any  i^ther  purpofe/*^ 
u^rc  left  out  m  the  charter* 

1  blve  now  ^at^d  to  your  Lordmi^s  the'  Vffieui  mattefft 
which  t  think  feouire  redrefs,  an4  I  am  now  to  fubrait  to  ycntr 
^  LordHiipV  ton^deracion  what  appeari  t#  flat  a  pr^er  rb- 
'medy. 

i'hat  remedy  aims  at  two  points, 

FIxR.  ^*  To  reftorc  to  the  wnerai  court  ef  commiffi^ 
ners,  the  recommendation  to  offices  which  they  eojoybd  hj 
the  old  coaidiidion,  add  of  w^cH  Ae  new  chartei^  hit  d«« 
privcd  item.**. 

Secondly.  ^^  To  ^ure  that  none  bat  fcafaring  bMii  fiiall 
ttartakeof  ilie  bene^ts  o^  this  iBann«.£ft>UlflMtio4."    ,  . 

Vol.  Kit.  Llr  Ilhall 
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'•  "^  I  (hall  irieve  your  Lordfhips  to  report  to  the  Houfc  tbc  opi- 

nion of  the  conjrnittcc,  that  the  judges  fhould  prepare  a  bill 
for 'thcfe  purpbfes^  Ipropofe  a  bill,  bccaufe  I  do  not  know 
^f  any  dther  method  of  rel'dnding  the  prefcnt  charter.  I  ai3 
toW  the  King  cannot  aphul  a  chaner,  but  by  the  furrehdcr  of 
^4hofe  to  whom  it  is  givca.  A  bill  fcems  to  me  the  ftiortcr 
■irtc(4iod,  and  f  have  no  fcn:plein  rcfcindingby  aft  of  pailia- 
•rncnt  a  charter'  wherein  thofe  to  whom  "it  is  given  have  no 
^crlbnat  intercft,  when  the  provifions  of  that  charter  miliratc 
-againA  its  oljjefVs,  and  when  the  dcfign  of  reicinding  it,  is  to 
.fibftitutei  better  in  its  place. 

i  am  ready  to  agree  with  the  noMc  Lord,  tiiat  the  jjeneni 
court,  as  conft'itu ted  by  the  eommiflioners,  was  not  well  con- 
-trivcd  to  procnrc  attendahce.     Nor  do  I  think  that  the  cbar- 
•ter  leaving  the  general  court  fo  'compofed*  is  more  likely  to 
-pirocure  a  be'tter  attendance,  T)y  depriving  that  court  of  the 
.'importance- it  iTijoyecT*by  *the  recommendation  to  offices,    I 
•would  therefore  fubftitute  anotlicr  tort  of. general  court  in  lU 
•place,  to  coniift  of  all  the  flag  officers  in  the  navy,  and  oi 
-none  other.     I  think  the  care  of  our  agsd  feamen  can  be  ic- 
Irufted  in  no  better  hands,  than  thofe  of  our  admirals ;  hav- 
ing fcnrcd  with  them^  they  will  be  acquainted  with  tbtTr  prc- 
teniions,  and  know  their  merits  ;  and  they  will  be  fure  to  be- 
flow  the  benefits  of  this  charity  among  their  own  profefBon. 
•A  laudable  profeffional  zeal  will  encourage  them  to^vc  their 
^attendance  ;  andthe  power  of  providing  for  an  old  fhtp<-mate« 
'to  be  cxcrcifcd'upon  vacancies  by  thofe  whoattend,  will  be  a 
jfarihcrencourggement  to  them  not  to  negleft  this  noble  in- 
.ftitution»     As  to  the  particular  prprifiohs  and  regulations  of 
•the  bill,  if  your  Lordfliips  IhaH  approve  of  the  general  plan, 
•they  may  be  fettled  when  that  detail  comes  before  the  Houfe. 
1.  am.  not  particularly  attached  to  this  or  any  other  plaa,  I 
only  wifh  to  fecurc  mv  two  main  objefts,  Ac  reftoring  to  an 
^ifVJepend&nt  and  efleaual  ^eral  court  the  appointment  of 
'officers,  and  to  exclude  au  landmen  from  the  poffirtfoQ  ot 
■them  iji  <5reenwich  Hofpital.- 

It  may  be  expefted  that  I  fhould  move  forac  vote  cff  cen- 

fure  on  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head' of  the  admiralty.    He 

•has  taken  to  hinlfelf  the  (blc  merit  of  every  imprbveilieiic  that 

>,has  been  made  in  the  hospital  during  his  time,  even  the  in- 

-■crcaifc  of  rents'of  the-Derwentwater  eftate  is  to  be  attributed 

to  him  i  it  would  therefore  be  but  juft,  if  he  was  made  an- 

fwiirabte  for  the  many  abnfes  which  have  been  proved  to  cxift 

unredrtiTed  by  his  Lordihip  :  he  might  partiodatly  be  chaig- 

*.,'••  *  *    *  '    cd 
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ed  wiih'having  himfclf  appdirtfcd  Ian(?iTfcn  toi)^incfnbcrs*of^ 
rhc  connril,  nnd  officers  o^,the  hofpital,  in  breach  of  the  po-j 
titfvc  direSions  oiF  the  ccfmmiffion.     The  noble  Lord  might' 
indeed  pfcad  precedent ;  and  I  am  ready  to  allow,  th)^  it^ 
might  be  admitted  as  a  confiderable  alieviatrop  of  his  offcDCC, . 
But  I  think  no  precedent  ean  juftify  \o  dirc£l  a  breach  of  the 
law.  '  But  whar  precedent  can  be  pleaded  even  in  cxcufe  of 
a  breadi  of  that  charter  which  has  l'>een  obtained  under'his 
own  arfminiftration  ?     If  it  was  no  more  neccffary  or  rea-. 
l^nablc  that  feamen  (hould  be  employed  iri  the  management 
of  (irccnwich  Hofpital  thati  lunatics  in  the  manageitient  of] 
Bedlam,  this  new  modelled  cksfl-ter  fliCuld  bavcfaid  fo;  but 
it  has  fai(i  dircflly  tlie  rcverfe.;  it  has  conlirmed  the  old  pvc- 
vtlioQ  in  the  commiffion,  "  that  all  officers  of  the  houfc  to  be. 
employed  in  the  faid  hofpital  be  feafaring  men,  &c.'*  Never-. 
thefefs,  this  provifion  in  the  chtirter  af  1775  has  been  vio-. 
lated  in  the  follpwing  inftances  of  officers^  who  are  landmen, 
appointed  to  CSreenwich  Hofpjial  fi nee  the  chaitet :    y 
Stephen  Hickman,  brewcf, ' ^p^inted  rith  Auguftj >7^7. 
Alexandei-  Moore,  mafter^cdok^  14th.  December,  1777. 
James  Arundell,  cook^s  mate,  19th  December,  1775.     ' 
Roger  Hunt,  cook's  mate,  7th January,   1777.  .  '    -       • 
N.  B.  Thefe  are  all  warrant  officers  appointed  by  .^  ad- 
tniralty.  •  *        .  . 

They  aril  all  officers  in  the  hofpital,  and  are  not  feafaring 
men,  I  am  fenflble  that  it  is  not  the  iirft  lord  of  the  admi'- 
ralty  alone,  that  would  regularly  fall  under  the  cenfore  this 
condad  deferves,  although  the  noble  Lord,  as  chief  of  that 
board,  would  certainly  hear  the  greateftihare. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  Inall  make  no  motion  of  cenfure.  Your 
Lordibips  fee  that  it  is  not  want  of  proof  that  retrains  me ; . 
I  aih  prevented  only  by  my  indiifcrcocc,  whether  the  noble 
Lord  fuffijrs  or  cfcapcs  cenfure  for  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  this, 
when  he  has  avoided  it  for  having  ruined  the  navy  of  this 
kingdom,  and  deprived  it  in  tones  like  tl|[efe  of  the  tervice  of 
its  moft  valuable  officers.  It  is  fufficient  for  my  prefent  por- 
pofe,  if  J  cao  obtain  redreft  for  the  exiftiog  grievances  of 
Greenwich  HoipitaL 

But,  my  Lords^  although  I  am  indiiTerent  as  to  the  pu- 
Difhment  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  4m  not  fo  as  tp  the  periecu-*, 
tions  Captain  Bailiie  has  met  with.  He  has  been  very  me- 
ritortoiis  in  detefting  the  cruel  frauds  of  the  botcher,  and 
ptoiecating  him  and  his  fervant  to  convifUoo.  He  has  been 
lit  ^  times  the  true  friend  of  the  peafioner.  'He  h^  brotighf 
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pro(e6utioD  pjT  otIi|ers  has  occ^oBp4  ^i^^iog  twni^ed  with. 
ejcpenfiy^fuits  in  WcftfMinft:cr-H^!iJ,[  and  hh  being.  i]lcg.4ily 
djfmii&d  frocn  hi.s  office.  'Voder  this  b^s^d  pf  injuj:ic:s  ctcmc. 
to  Captain  Baillie^  I  cannot;  avoid*  taking  ooUce  oi  xbt^  d<;lu-: 
five  hopes  of  a  peaceful  rc(ii^a^tnX^  Iveid  o»t.  to.  hipj,  in  the 
]|Cgotiation  with  Lord  $a.ndw4<;Ji^  <;vniqd.  QP  b J  Mi«  Mur- 
phy, one  cf  Captain  BaiIIVs  c<?Aioci^  a^'i-^fe.  '?^f]l^*"»  * 
lawyer  and  i^i^nd  of^Lprd  S^ndwjcVf.  Xb^  ob^Qt  o£  thi& 
jjegbtiation  was.  to  ^ve  C.^^iA!B.alUif|.fQ»^e.provifipa  ade-. 
.  ouate  to  the.  vaiu^.  of  bis  g^e^  ^A^d.  t^.e  eY^minaxipa  oi, 
thW  matter  has  ta)f^  w  ^  great)  de.ajl.  q^  du;  yopp  q£  ^ 
Houfe.  '  .,^.      ; 

The  only  nopoQ  I  ev^  luid  9f  dm  bu^ipe/i  w^s,^  ^at  £al>- 
ftq^uent  to  all  con)pl^Intsa^a>n^ Captain  Baillie,  the  firltrlocd 
of  the  admiralty  ^ad  l^ad  tl^QUghts  o.f  giv/ug.  Uii^^  in  ^^aio 
fbapi^  or  otI}er;  s^  equiyaU^pt  to  tb^,  value  of  hi;;  ^tKOfflpy- 
rtent.  Frp,D9  IjQifQC  I  ip^a^J  tQ  ax^w^t  t^at  tb^y;  pmc.tjijs 
nobis  X^rd  tfeo^^ht  Qapt.^.i^,  BaiUiQ.  bad  fowj  W"f,  fgne 
claim  ^tij^prQteQIp^,.  th;(t.  fp,  ^r  PJ|t«:pi6b^.,^.y,  fajij^  that 
roigtit  m4^^t,gxPpcr  |p  ren^pv^njp  front.  t^l^o^^CaJ,^  as  to 
induce  mc  nobl4l«ord.tp  maj^i^fpr  h)in,^n  cqgjyai^i^p'.9rpf^fi<^ 

Tbij^  faft *h;i)»  been,  fully  grby.qd^  IV^K.'SJttl.^  .(W  <^<^  4*b 
^fty,  1779)  depbfcd  at  your  Lordfliips*  bar,  that  in  ik^ 
*  V^Ky  ^rft  cpjiy^rfation  h(^  hadj  w/jb  Lpfd:Sai|fl>^b  pi^  this 
fobjcjJl^  Iws  Lprd/bip  ftid,  "  Hiffct  if  Ca{)taixi  B^Uiq  wodH 
conjuh  the,  pc^ajr^.^^nd  \^^cl{arQ,of  the  hplpital  fp.mucfa  as  to 
retire  in^incdiately^  and  refign  a,!!  his,  offipes^  ^q4  ^n|gl6y* 
inenfs  there,  th%j[  1)C  l^ad  no  pl:yi;£tioq  to  i^ajvc  hiq^  tooK 
provi§on/* 

He  furtjji^r  deppfiis,^  tlfa^  aj.  tljc.  mceti|ig  «t;  th^  ^f^our^lr 
ty,  he  heard  I/.ord  S.aodwjch  f»»y.  tq  Mr,  Myrph}^  **  79^t! 
ir  'Captam  Baillie,.  i^Kpiiid.  ip  far  confidcr  the  pf  ace  an^  wcl*. 
f^re.o/  the  bofpjtaj,^  a^,  to  r,qtii-Q.  iimuudiapdyt  afld*  r^igA. 
ajl  his  officers  .ind  ecnploymcntji, .  hft  had  no.pbjettion  tojnakc 
the  brqyilipjj  thaj.was  nientibi?Vdjfor  Mr^  DcNufrpe,  or  any 
c$  Qiptai.n  BaIIIIcV  fwdy,.  ^  }ih  tordfl>ip.  tjif^.  ip^^Uic 
propofaU,  vt%»  Captain  BajHie,.  upon  ba\';ing  1^^  f|2)^^c;;iiioa. 
tal^^eji  of,  ;ind.  receiyjog^  the.  ioleMiii^djiatc  prpfifs^  ^od  b^iBg  ' 
pcr.ffiitXcd  tp.ftgiy  in.tjiehoj'pijtaj  fpr  ajgiy^c.h^tiiiie,^.  WlI,.tb<M\ 
reijgn  his.  oflfpc,  an,  c?quiyilc9\  QfiOvilJpQ,  b^ipg  tp.  h^  ro^Q 
fpr  Kill?,     Ha  confidcrs.hH  place..  iQ  thq  lioQjitJil  %6pp(,  fitr. 
ofiiim  ;,  bejng  dcfirc(Lto,ppiht  qgi^  ^UK)d«,,.hcv.U4ni^ij,  miff 
l#.  4a»S;  i».  ^  foUftyyio^ip^AP^i;  }\%  uq(ii554^(;ap^ii» 
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for  K^  Im  tbft  lifiiiH»Mi->g9vinios  ^XSrewfmtAk  Ho^^io),  h!» 
therefore  may  be  appointed  in  Captain  Baillie^s  rbboiy  aim) 
C^WsOrftuUie  will  bb  cbnibMit  t6  vecko  on  bis>  Yie^f-piyy  i( 
his  Ibn-in-Iaw,  Mr.  Dtvifiu,  w  appiMtcd  a  commiAocMV^ 
In  tlvK  vQom  of  Mr.  Kivbe^  or  a  commilfioaefy  placa  a«  ATi* 
n9fca  fethio^felf*  In  thikcaiey  hewUfc^vhaMre*  isthikk 
pesi^n  IQ»  present  any  frrtbcr  diftttsbance  o»  the  tabkAy  fl|o4 
tbe  lewBinMg  copies  c^  dJR  .prtocod  ca£n  fhali  he  denra^d  s» 
th^  po^recftBe  of  any;  petfooa  that  wift  atumd  far  that  imt]k4i*^ 
he  hopes  there  will  be  no  more  printing  on  either  fide/'  Tl|t»i 
pn^p^biy  «0 1  an  infOmied^  «a«  diAatiiAIly.  Mi.  MutpUy, 
aai^wiBAlen  by  Mff.  Butter. 

AAep&yii^,  that  he  beliere^Ci^iim'Bsilfie>wai  mifil^ 
C»fO)od  orCapfeatiiKiiik^t'wiiUiigiochangK:}  aodi  after  de- 
filing toi  iMid  Captam  Baiilie  to  MRacmm,  or  to  ^f e  hii»  aiif» 
f)mp9  wJiqrc  hewonkl  hxto  »  aft  in  oonctrt  with  any  other 
p^don^  oi^aciQOODtof  hi&.leiBpir>  Lovd  Sai^dwiob  wont-o* 
to  fay,  *^  As  getting  him  immediately  trom  the  J|o(|nial^ 
W^Qoldb^  cpntnbuiitt^Viiry  efibabailyi  m  die  ^ood^ and< wel- 
fiffe  oi  tiifihoffitaily  if  CapfeaiftBullirwNifaljio^&i*  co-iopti* 
rnte^  as  tOiCpntribiMMio  diM  ftbu^Mii  adiailtjigt^  he*  woutd- 
i^afce  biro  the  provifion  which  be  bcifcM  ^te  ct(  forMK 
DeirifcM,  or  anv  of  Captain  BaittieS  iemMffC*' 

AfM  this,  Mr.  Botki;  had:  a.  meeting'  with  Captain  Bailliot 
and  Mr.  Murphy,  whidi  ended  ia  iho  fallowing  memoraii^ 
dlma:- 

^  CapkaiA  Baillie,  upon  having,  aq.  eqniwaleM  mado  htm^* 
i&wiUii^tar^gn  his  office  of  lieutemmt«gav«rnor  of- Greene. 
wich  Hofpital,  wbkh  piovifio»  may  bo  either  to  him  or  to* 
Mc«  Devifine,  ai.  hefare->meniii6ned^  but  tba  refignatioa  i«^ 
not  to.  he  made  ^11  the  compenAtion  is'giv4n-<^Captain  BaK^ 
lie  wilhes  to  have  a  ihip,  though  it  Wer4  to  be  but  for-  on* 
QRuiae^  ill  ocder  to.  gq  out  oi  the  hofpiml  with  oreditp-r^and*  to 
i^ceive  dfte^omolumienti  of  hiso^e  tiliihe  compeiiOuio»iif 

S'ltten-^Nothing  dpnein  this  bufimefs  toJiLeep  the  fiM^ice«ftoi» 
;isg  opea  to  Captain  Baillie  onanjc.  occafion.'* 
•  Tbia  was  Tent  by  Miv  Butler  to.  Lord.  S;mdjyrich,  ymh&  » 
few  days  after  told  Mr.  Botler,  that  **  if  C^in  BtiHti^ 
would  refign.  all.  his  employments,  and  rotiiie* immediately^ 
il  would  be*  doin^  an  cfientialfervice  to  the  hofpital;  and  he« 
vrouU  fi),fftv  Gon&ier.it^  at  tom^kehitn  tke^pnovifiwi  be  bo<* 
ftws  fp<ritB  of  far  Mr.  Devifme  or  hit  family ;  that  if  he-didi 
qaitSQSigni hU ^oit. aadshiteaif lojf;AMntit  bo^fllMU oomS^ 
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der  it  as  a  defiance  of  his  right  to'  remove  hiin,  and  flioold 
proceed  accordingly*  .  That  at  all  evenci  he  ihould  qnit  tiic 
hofpjtal/' 

Ko  lefs  than  four  tiqies  did'Lord  Sandwich  repeat,  that  be 
had  no  objeAton  to  make  provifioa-ibv  Caf>tain  Bailltc. 

The  firft  time  his.Lordfhip  menciooed  this  provilioa,  it 
was  for  Captain  Batflie,.  not  for ^ his  iami)^ ;  that  part  oF  the 
propoOil  came  from  Captain  Baillie  himl'elf,  between  the 
firft  time  Mr.  Butlec  had  heard  Lord  Sondirieh  open  on  this 
fifbjeA  and  the  meeting  between  his  Lordship  and  Mr.  Mnr- 
•piiy.:  .  ';r--    , 

.  The  three  laft^ditkes  this  wa«  faid,  ^tUt  provilion  (cems  to 
be  Veftrained  to  fome  of. Captain  BaillieU  family,  hut  throng* 
cm  there  is  a  condition  t^ar  Captain  Baillie  ihould  rdigti« 

It  .farther  appears  from 'Mr.  Butler's  CTidencc,  that  the 
r^afea  this  n^timlipn  broke  off,  was  '^^^  Captain  Baillie 
would  not  retire  on  the  faith  of  Lord  Sandwiches  promtics, 
aijihoug^  {trongly<  peduadedib  to  do  by  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr. 
Murphy^ 

Thtii  tranfadion  was.  in  December  laft;  fubfequenttothe 
report  of  the  committee  ;  iubfequeot  to  ali  complaints  agtiaft 
Captain  Baillie,  andfubfeqoenttohisfuljpeniion-;  itwaaibon 
followed  by  his  removaL '  The  ftory  which  came  out  in  Mr. 
Butlcr^s  evidence^  to  have  been  fold  by  htm  to  Capuio  Bail* 
lie,  concerning  the  fate  of  reformers,  fuftcicntly  marked  the 
trealiucnt  he  was  to  expe£l.. 

The  evidence  txaving  proved  that  the  noble  Earl  wxwld 
tt^^kt  a  provili^n  for  Capiain  Baillieror  his  family,  if  he  re« 
iigned,  I  am  to  aik  what  merit  there  was  in  this  aft  of  refig* ' 
nation,  that  ihould  entitle  him  to  fuch  a  provifion,  or  what 
crime  in  rcfuiine  to.refign  till  the  compenlation  was  aAnafiy 
«  granted,  that  mould  render  him  unworthy  of  what  was  in« 
tended  to  be  given  him  ? 

Since  that  period  of  this  negotiation,  when  the  provifioa 
was  intended  to  have  been  given,  what  has  Captain  Baillie 
done  ?  Mr.  Butler  tells  your  Lordihtps,  Captain  -BaHlie 
would  not  retire  on  the  faitli  of  Lord  Sandwich's  proraties ; 
'  and  his  Lordfliip  coniidertd  his  refulal  to  rcfign,  as  a  de- 
fiance of  his  right  to  remove  Jiim« 

I  fhall  not  examine  on  wiiat  grounds  Captain  Baillie  re« 
f ufcd  to  truft  to  tlie  faith  of  the  noble  Loid's  pcomiles  ;  or 
whether  lucli  a  diftruft  was  prudent  or  wcU-foonded-:  hot  I 
mud  contend,  that  it  was  no  crime  in  Captain  Baillie,  and 
that  he  had  a  perf^ft  rig&t  to  diftruft  and,  to  refuTe  gi«in|; 
ft  '  '  m 
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ia  fais^Ybfignatii^o^.titl  the  compenfiition. was  given ;  I  (KaUl 
farther  infift,  that  a  refufal  to  refign  an  office  is  not  a  defi- 
ance of  a  right  to  remove. 

From  thcfe  obfervations  your  Lordfhips  will  clearly  fe« 
that  Captain  B'aillieloft  the  proviiioh  infended  for  him,  not^ 
on  account  of  any  fubfequeot  mificonchiift  of  his,  but  merely^ 
bccaufe  he  wovld  not  plade  faith  in  the  nobk  Lord's  pro^ 
mifcs,  • 

The  account  of  the  negotiation,  as  taken  from  Mr.  But* 
)er,  Lord  Sandwich's  friend,  fully  proves  that  his  Lordftiip 
did  not  think  Captain  Baillie  nndeferving  a  proviiion--«np 
frefh  a£t  intervened  on  the  part  of  Captain' Baillie,  to'  reodef 
him  lefs  worthy  of  foch  a  proviiion.  I  mnft  therefore,  in- 
concurrence  with  the. noble  Lord^s  own  firft,  and  moft  equi- 
table femimcnts,  think  it  peculiarly  hard  and  cruel  to  de- 
prive hiiti  of  his  office  without  the  intended  compenfation. 

This  is  the  ufe  I  originally  intetided  to  make  of  this  tranf*;;^ 
adion^  and  the  evidence  has  fiiUy  warranted  my  obferva*^ 
tion^ 

Much  flrefs  has  been  laid  on  the  fide  on  which  the  nego* 
tiation  began.  Tliis  neVei'  appeared  to'  me  a  matter  of  iny 
Importance. 

Captain  Bailliefs  account  of  it  certainly  induced  me  to  be- 
lieve that  it  had  commenced  on  the  part  of  Lord  Sandwich.^ 
By  the  account  of  the  witneiies  it  appears  otherwife,  and  that 
it  took.its  rile  from  Mr.  Murfdiy,  for  it  is  clear  that  Captain' 
Baillie  did  not  fet  it  on  foot. 

That  Captain  Baillie  had  faid  generally,  that  he  was  rea« 

Sto  take  an  equiiAlent  for  his  office  is  undoubtedly  true, 
e  n^otioned  it  in  his  affidavit,  fworn  to  before  the  King's- 
Bench,  in  November  laft,  as  an  oi&r.he  had  made  to. Lord' 
Sandwich,  in- 1 7  75.  Hfe  certainly  could  not  do  a  wifer  thing, 
than  to  wiih  to  retire  from  an  office  in  which  his  attempt  to' 
do  his  duty  rendered  him  obnoxious,  and  even  expofedhim 
to  ruin. 

On  this  idea,  Mr.  Bearcroft,  leading  counfel  to  Captain 
Baillie,  had  .albed^him,  whether  if  an  opportunity  9neTed' 
he  was  willing  to  enter  into. treaty  }  Captain  Baillie  faid. 
Yes.  Mr.  Bearcroft,  in  a  verydiftant  manner,  (bunded  the 
Solicitor  General,  who  was  on  the  other  fide  :  but  finding  he 
had  n6  authbrity  to  tre^t,  Mr:  Bearcroft  told  Captain  Bail- 
lie  {0^  and  there  the  matter  dropped.  This  was  previous  tp 
thedecifionctf  the*  court  of  KingVBench,  on  the  ]7rofecu- 
tion  «f  Captain  BiuUie  for  a  Hbel ;  Mr.  Bearcroft  wiflied  to 
;  j   ■  ntfgo-' 
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~T}ifc  fwfircutioti  xfcnt  M,  a«d'di<efe  tte  neg^'^ikti  elided 
— Mr.  Bcacfoft^s  evidence  on  thu  Mjeft  is  dfftiiid,  fliart, 
«tid  niMiiy.  ' 

Tkit  Mr.  Muipky  hot  strnhpted  fibce  th^t  titot  lofd 
M  foot  a  nej^atioti  with  Mt.  G»mek,  I>.  Sfae)»Iietd,  and 
Mr,i  Broiro,  u  now  ^ptovod  ^  kinight  iirife  horn  Mr.  Mur- 
phy's then  zeal  to  fcrvc  Captain  Bailtie,  bbt  Captain  Balllit 
Mfittvdy  Areirf  it  wat  without  bit  knowlKl^,  tin  Mr. 
Murphy  loqaaoitcd  biNi  MnA  liis  cbnirtrfacioa  widi  Mn 

If  Captain  BAillic  Ins  led  me  into  an  tfn>r  in  this  bilGntfi, 
Us  to  Chi  Mt  tvi  which  dH  firgptiatioo  began^  I  have  eftry 
refon  to  kft\\«vt  it  was  noc  ititeouotMUy.  It  is  a  ^^ce  ^  j«- 
ftiee  1  owt  hifti  CD  declare^  that  in  the  coarfe  bf  the  teaoy^ 
maR^  <«nivar(atk>ns  t  have  had  with  him  oh  this  fubjcA^  and 
relative  to  Oreenwioh  HoTutal,  I  have  never  foond  hiai  nake 
the  thiaUeft  attempt  to  tnilkod  or  deceive  me.  Evcrf  pait 
of  his  ftory  has  hung  together,  and  there  has  appeared  the 
moft  fltift  atteatioit  to  truth* 

PoAbiyCabtatiiBailUe  nUfuAdcrftood  Mr.  Murphy,  anJ 
Mr..  Murphy  him.  I  \Vould  wifh  to  reconcile  the  contn- 
A fttetos  that  hcvt  affpuittd  between  gentlemen  of  dbhtaAcr. 
Capt:itfi  BaiUie,  i^  iopport  of  his  belief  that  the  Mgtfliatton 
t>egan  on  the  part  of  Lord  Saniwich^  has  ]>rodaceil  die  phtn 
for  the  exaiAiiMitioa  of  Mr.  Builet  oh  this  fobjctit,  which 
\ras  drawn  by  Mr.  Murphy.  Bat  l^ir.  Mufphy^  fifjrt  (if  t 
uhderfti^nd  liini  riaht)  that  he  drhw  this  examihSEtioh  with  ell 
the  art  he  was  Aaftcr  cf ,  to  bring  out  on^  a  part  of  IbetifanN 
a^ion>  to  cononl  ahether  patt,  and  di^reby  to  fibimtst  aa 
account  diHertM  from  the  truth. 

But  fo  Air  I  muft  ihy  for  Captain  Baillie,  that  unMs  it  was 
fully  explained  to  hiiii  that  it  was  for  this  artful  purpoft,  that 
Mr.  Mur^iy's  ptan  of  exaoiiDacioQ  of  Mr.  Buder  \ra« 
drawn,  1  do  not  Wonder  at  Captain  Baillie's  having  boca  iiiit*^ 
fcd  by  It.  • 

Captain  BalUie  was  not  htiiifelf  prsfent  at  die  npttune  be* 
rweeti  Mr.  Murphy  and  Mr.  Butler ;  he  never  ftar  Lcht^ 
Sandwich ;  the  only  accounts  he  had  of  the  bofih^s  were 
lixjm  Mr,  Murphy. 

However  it  mieht  appear  juMfiable  to  'Mr*  Morpltfy  for 
CajKain  Baillie  tolbringout  in  Parliament  an  imperfed  ftate 
of  fhe  tranfaffioff)  I  am  oerraaied  Obptaia  Baittie  kail  oo 
Aich  wifh;  and  diat  if  Mn  Motphy  gave  hint  pny  Stoper^ 
ft9  hints  of  his  paper  being  drawn  with  that  intent,  \fr. 
3  Baillic 
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Bailltedid  isotDndefftaiullum.  He  appears  to  me  To  plain 
and  direft  a  man,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  if  fuch  i,  fcheme  wat 
not  dineftly  amd  fully  explained  to  him,  he  Woxild  not^  fufpcft 
it,  and  would  take  all  that  was  faid  to  him  on  the  fubjed  as.  a 
technical  manner  of  fpeaking  which  he  did  not  underftand. 

I  am^  therefore,  not  furprized  that  the  following  paflages^ 
in  the  paper  of  interrogatories  drawn  for  him  by  Mr.  Mur- 
phy, ihouid  have  convmced  Captain  Baillie  that  thenegotia* 
tipn  began  jon  the.p^rt  of  Lord  Sandwich* 

Examinatiojn  of  Mr.  Butler,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Murphy, 

Q.  ift.  Was  you  jjrefcnt  at^ 

any  converfation  be- 
tween   Lord    Sandwi<:h 

and  Mr.  Murphy  upon 

tbc  fulfeO  of   Captain  I 

BaiUie  >  J 

Q*  2d.  Wai  it  at  the  admi-  \ 

ralty?  J 

Q^  jtU  DU  Mr.  Murphy -J 

go  there  /«  cot^^ina  of\ 

a  Imfrfromyou^  inform- > 

IB^  him  that  IMd  ^and-^X 

wub  dt&redtofa  bim  f  ) 
Q^43i«  Befdreyouwrittbat.^ 

letter  Imd  you  tru^k  attf  j 

Sakdwiib^  to  be  mention-  i 
ed  by  Mr*  Murphy  to 
Captain  Baillie  i 


449 
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It  Wit. 


Kemafiji^^t  he  Writ  II 
letter  to  thatpurpo/i^ 

Hfc  muji  admity  that  on  Satur^ 
day  the  lath  of  December^ 
ie  didieU  Mr.  Murphy^  that 
(fCapU  Baillie  would  uJipL 
its  ^pct  of  Ueutcnam^gtmr^ 
not.  Lord  Sandmcb  wotdd 
nt^an  equivalent  frovifiom 
far  CafUdn  BaiUit^ 

Mad  this  enminatton  of  Mr*  Butler  conlifted  if^erely  of 
^neftionsy  Captain  Baillie  might  poflibly,  with  a  good  deal  of 
explanation,  havennddlftood  them  as  Mr.  Murphy  fays  thej 
were  meant*  But  it  is  rather  extriordiniry  that  the  anfw^^ 
iptitten  merely  fbr  Captain  Baillia^s  information,  or  for  thaf 
of  a  .pMcA  who>m  to  examine  Mr*  Butler^  Ihould  not 
oontaidf  one  fy liable  expreifive  of  the  view  with  which  it  was 
laid  the  ij^Ueftions  yttset  drawn*  tMt  anfwers  feetned  to  giV« 
40  accotfnt  of  tlit^ole  tru^h ;  nor  ai th«te  in  the  wbcde  of 

Yog^XlIt  MttA  thii 
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tl^i$  paper  the  leafl  caution  to  avoid  bringing  about  more  dian 
is  there  ftated« 

I  have  before  faid,  that  it  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  do 
moment  whence  the  negotiation  originated. 

'  If  there  is  any  rcfleftion  to  be  made  on  the  ful^e&y  it  is, 
that  had  it  originated  from  LcM-d  Sandwich,  there  would  have 
been  much  merit  in  offering  to  a  map  whpm  he  thought  had 
good  intentions,  but  an  unhappy,  temper,  fome  <:omfortablc 
retr^t. 

Much  has  alfo  been  faid  on  the  fuppofed  breach  of  faith 
in  Captain  BaiUieby  making  the  tranfaAion  known*  It 
was  -certainly  conduaed  under  an  injuhdibn  of  fecrecy  at 
the  exprefs  defire  o£  Mr.  Butler,  but  (or  what  rcafon  I-cannot 
devife.  If  the  tranfadion  was  honourable,  and  even  meri- 
torious (as  I  think  it  was)  where  was  the  neceffity  for  fe- 
crecy ?*— ^But' does  it  appear  that  Captain.  Baillic  was  the 
firft  perfon  that  divulged  it  ?  Quite  the  contrary.  It  was 
publickly  talked  of  in  Greenwich;  Hoipital  ibon  afrer  it  was 
over.  "       •  .    . 

Captain  Baillie  finding  it  was  already  known,  and  that 
inftead  of  concluding  in  that  friendly  manner -towards  bim, 
which  he  was  led  to  expeA,  it  was  to  end  in  his  tuin^  thovghc 
allibondof  fecrecy  was  drflblved.         ' 

In  matters  of  this  delicate  nature,  (b  mnch  depends  upon 
the  precilc  chain  of  circumftanccs  attending  eycrypart  'of 
the  tranfa^ron,  .that  I  am  fure  it  would  oe  impolfible .  for 
your  Lordlhips  (if  you  had  any  bufinefs  witl^  it)  to  deter- 
mine how  far  Mr.  Baillie's  condufl  was,  or  was  pot  juftifia- 
ble  in  the  prefent  inflance.  We  have  hea^rd  niuc^t  but  0ot 
a  tenth  part  enough  to  enable  u?  to  judge  fo  nice'j^  queflion. 
^nd  undoubtedly  the  manner  of  carrying  on  a  buuioefs^  ,ics 
final  conclufion,  and  the  ^onduflk  of  the  other  parties,*  may 
very  mnch  alter  the  nature  of  an  obligation. 

I  have  only  one  more  obfervation  to  make  on  this  fobjeA, 
whicli  is^that  precife  accpunts-of  a  .tranfaJtion  of -tkis  iia- 
ittre  cannbt  be  cxpefted. . !  T  am  perfuaded  that  Mr,  Cooke, 
Mr.  Butler,  and  Mr.  Murphy,  meant  to  give  a  faithful  ac- 
count'of  what  had  pafled;  but  yet  their  rccoUeftions  are  fo 
different^  thatinm^ny  inftances  they  do  not  agrec^  infbmc 
they  contrsidift. each  other.'  -  .\  ^ 
'  -1  he  Rev.  Mr..  Cooke,  who  was  prfifent'when  Lord'Sand- 
.  WiCh,  Mr.' Butler,  and  Mr..Mgrphy  met,  has  lb  unlucky  a 
jn^mojrjf^.  that  he  rccpllefts  aotbin^  ytfAc^  had  palled  in  that 
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convcriation  which  could  poffibly  tend  to-  prejudice  Lord 
Sandwich  orftrvc  Captain  Baillie« 
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.  Mr,  Cooke^  on  the  4th  of 

May,  • 

Does  not  ,recolieSl  that  Lord 

Sandivich.Jkid  what  had.  paffed 

between  him  and  Mr.  Kirke^-* 

Although  '     .  -  . 


Afr^  Cooke,  though  prefent^ 
did  net  hear  Lord  Sandwich  Jay, 
that  the  dhreSkrs  cf  Greemvich 
Hofpitai  had faid  they  would  not 
a3  with  Caftain  Baillie. 


^  Mr.  Batlcr  depofes,  May  4th 

.  That  Lord  Sandwich  faid, 
**  That  with  reri>eft  to  what 
Captain  Bnillie  had  mention- 
ed of  Captain  Kirkc,  he  be- 
lieved ]ie  was  much  mifin- 
formed,  as  Captain  Kirke  aid 
not  wijh  th6<kaHg&f  which  was 
there  meniioned,^^.    .     '        ' 


Neitfasr  did  Mr.  Cooke 
.hear  Lord  Sandwich  fay,  that 
Jje  muji  quarrel  with  the  direc^- 
tors,  or  Captain  Eaillie^  or  the 
UaJlUkethat. 

Mr,  Cwke  never  heard  Lord 
Sandwich  fay,  there   was   a 

Seat  deal  of  right  in  Captain 
aillie^«<4houg^  he  has  a  per- 
fect recoUeftion  of  his  Lord- 
ihip's  obferving,  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  wrong  in 
him, 

Mr,  Cooke  docs  .  not  recol* 
left  Lord  Sandwich's  fayiilfr 
any  thing  \xfon  Mr*  Murphy's 
faying,  he  imagined  Captam 
Bailhe's  plate  worth  600I.  a 
year. 


And  yet  Mr;  Murph\\ 
fpeaking  of.  tiie  time  when 
Mr.  Cooke  was  pr«fent,  de- 
pofes,  that  Lord  ^andiMfkh  /aid 
the  dire^rs  tanftvt  aci  zvith 
him,  they  have  pcefeoted  a 
new  memoFial-agftinft  him.' 

.  .And  yejC^/fcTr.  flir//jr.aflerf*^ 
ed,  that, Lord  Sfmclihidi  did 
Jay  Jo  i  and  Mr.  Murphy -•:«». 
Jirms  it. 


And  yet  Mr.  Murphy 
fwears,  that  Lord  Sandwich 
faid,  he  believed  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  rl^ht  and  a  great 
deal  of  -x't^ng  In  C4H,  ^Bail- 
lie. 


And  yet  Mr.  Alurphy^ 
fwcafs,  tiiat  l^ord  Sandwich 
faid  hit  place  may  be  600/.  •  a 
year,  and  I  know  if  a  man 
lofes  600I.  a  year,  and  lias  no' 
other  fortune,  he  mull  be  di- 
ftrelTed. 
M  m  m  a  yl^. 
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Jtfr»  Cooke  docs  not  rccol- 
Icft  that'  Mr.  Murphy  faid. 
Captain  Bailli©  wopjd  print  a 
(bird  column* 


.  Mr.Cooichcing^fkedvfht'k 
.tlicr  Lord  Sandwich  did  not 
Uy,  that  if  Captain  Baillte  did 
not  refign  his  office,  he  ihonld 
look,  upon  it  as  a  fiag  0/  dtfi^ 
aikey  '  anCwcred,  he  never 
beard  Lord  Sandwich^  of^ 

Mr.  Murphy  haa  pofitively 
fworn,  (that  Lord  Sandwich 
faid  to  hioi.  Captain  BaiUii^s 
place  may  he  6oo/«  a  year^  I 
neard  you  cftiinate  it  at  that 
futn  in  the  Kin^s-bcpcb, 


And  Mr.  Morphy,  ncver- 
theldSydepofes^thatMr.  Cooke 
faid  that  bock  (meaning  the 
printed  book  in  twocolDinos) 
muft  be  publiflied,  •«  I  told 
Him  that  woqM  do  no  good, 
—and  that  if  it  was  pvUtifa^ 
ed  in  two  cbtiimnsy  I  JbomU 
aJin/i  Captaim  BmUie  to  frbu  « 
tUrd  to  h.^ 

However,  Afr,  Buiier  de* 
dares,  Lord  Sandwich  (aid, 
he  fhottld  confider  it  as  a  d£- 
f  XAKCE,  if  CapUinBaillkdid 
not  refigo  I4s  o^ke^ 


And  yet  Mr^  Bttikr  as  po« 
-fitively  fwears,  that  when  he 
read  to  Lord  Sandwidi  Capt, 
Baillie's  propo&I,  ib  wfaidi  bis 
office  was  ftated  t»  be  600I.  a 
year,  that  Lord  Sandwich  re- 
plied, i/tcy^ii^^A  tUmgy  and 
thai  he  is  very  certain  Lord 
Sandwich  did  not  fzy  to  Mr. 
Mtirphy,  that  when  he  bad 
ihted  Captain  fiaillie's  place 
to  be  6poU  a  year  he  had  fta- 
ted it  fairly. 

Thcfc  differences,  (hew  how  little  dependenee  can  be  had 
on  the  precife  recitals  of  converfations  nt  fn<^  a  diftance  of 
time  ;  and  conrequently,  ho\«r  littlcwe  are  able  tojiidgc  of  a 
point  of  honour,  depcQdipg  entirely  on  that.precilion.  Moch 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  Captain  Baillie's  univerfal  good  cfaa- 
rafier,  as  a  man  of  honour  apd  integrity.  And  therefore,  it 
would  be  both  cruel  and  ^unjufi,  to  cenfuie  him  qi>  a  matter 
pf  which  we  jiavt  fucb  iffipcrfeft  accounts. 

But, 
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But,  my  Lerds,  I  have  done  with  tUt  negottatton^  liiid  re* ' 
torn  to  Greenwich  Hoipiul,  and  I  afk  whether  Captain  Bnil^r 
lie  19  to  fae-  ruined  for  hia  attempts  to  redre&  the  abuies  of  th€' 
charity  over  which  he  prefided  ? 

Let  me  aik  what  are  the  crimes  widi  virhich  he  is  charged  }: 

Every  witnefs  ezanuned,  whether  friend  or  foe,  has  certi- 
fied to  hia  reputation,  as  a  man  of  morahty  and  honefty  ;  )ii$- 
icrvkes,  as  an  officer,  are  admitted,  andhiscealferthepent{ 
doners  ftands  uncontradifted. 

The.lcle.  offende  alledged  againft  Captain  Baillte  is,  that 
be  is  a  man  of  a  vexatious  temper  and  of  intraftabit  man*- 
ner«.  Thele,  if  tme,  are  faults  moft  certainly ;  but  they»  ' 
are  fuch,  as  though  they  render  foctety  unpleafant,  do  not 
render  a  roan  crimmal ;  and  never,  that  J  have  heaM  of»  hav< . 
been  affigned  as  reafons  for  depriving  any  perfon  of  his  cor« 
porate  pmcc.  Admitting,  however,  thiit  Captain  BaiUie'  is 
a  man  of  that  temper,  and  of  thofe  manners ;  before  his  be* 
sng  vexatious  and  mtradable  becomes  a  reafon^for  punifhing 
him  in  fo  high  a  degree,  or  perhaps  of  punifhing  him  at  all, 
we  ought  to  know  upon  what  fort  of  matter  he  is  vexatitius, 
and  in  what  ibrt  of  fbciety  he  is  intrafiaUe.  Nothing  in  the 
world  is  to  vexatious  againft  abufes  as  ftri^  enquiry »—No^ 
thing  fo  intraflable  among  gentlemen  of  eafy  morals;  -^s  a 
man  ^  rigid  virtue,^  I  confefs,  I  do  not  know  any  thing  . 
that  can  be  fuch  a  nuifance,  as  a  man  of  ftfcrh  and  uncor-  * 
Tupt  integrity,  in  a  fociety  made  happy  and  unanimous  by  a 
participation  of  jobs,  by  mutual  conmvaoce,  and  the  ^rfe& 
ec|ualiiqr  among  themfelves  that  ariies  from  a  thorough  con«- 
fciotifaefs.  that  not  one.  of  the  company  is  a  jot  better  than 
his  neighbour. 

I  am  perfeAly  fatisfied  that  Captain  Bailiie,  whilft  he  did 
great  fervice  to  the  poor  penfioners,  did  infinitely  difturb  the 
traaquility  of  the  officers :  and  all  they  who  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  government  of  rhofpitals,  as  well  as  that  of  king- 
doms, was  made  .for  the  pleafure  of  the  governors,  and  nt^t 
the  benefit  of  the  governed,  will  think  his  condu£^  was  atro- 
cious. 

But  fuch  of  your  Lordihips  who  may  be  of  different  fen* 
dments,  ^nd  who  reile£t,  that  the  greateft  reforiners  have 
rarely  been  men  of  the  beft  tempers,  will  pit^^  the  imperfec- 
tion of  hupian  virtue  ;  and  will  think  Captain  fiaillie's  mo- 
joiepefs  rather  the  objeft  of  reprimand,  than  of  the  utmoft 
puniihment  the  admiialty  .had  the  power  to  infli£t.  They 
ought  to  havp  coipmepd^d  and  ipconded  his  ?eal,  and  ex-*' 

horted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4tf4>  PARI^IAMENTARY       A.  1779. 

harted  hiin  to  more  conciliatory  manaers,  and  tyol  Iiave  de« 
piived  him  of  his  ofiieewith  difgratCy  whilft  they  condnoe 
tb  employ,  traft,  and  careft  a  recorded  cheat,  who  triuxxiphf 
in  the  deftruflion  of  Captain  Baillie,  who  had  the  dduuve 
viAoiTT  oF  defeating  him  in  a  court  of  juftice. 

Whilft  Mr.  Mellifh  is  enriching  himfelf  with  all  the  coo- 
mSt%  of  the  hayy,*I  think  it  behoves  your  LonUhips,  who 
]iavebeen  able  to  j^adge  qf  th^ir  comparative  merits^  not  to 
let  Captain  Baillie  ftarve.  I  fhall  not  move  thathe  ihonU  be  rr» 
ftored  to  his  office,  I  might  be  told  that  he  has  a  legal  remedy 
agaitift  His  illegal  removal ;  and  I  am  fenfible,  that  after  a^'l 
that  has  paiTed,  he  could  not  lead  a  happy  life  in  Greenwidi 
HofpitaL  I  only  wifh  for  him  fome  provifion,  fuch  as  his 
Majefty  {hall  think  him  deferving,  fiich  as  the  Earl  of  Sand* 
mch  thought  him  deferving,  fubfequent  to  every  complaint 
which  has*  t)een;dledged.againft  Captain  BaiUie.  . 
'    I  (hall  now  fubmit  to  the  committee  the  following  report : 

It  is  moved,  Th^t  the  chairman  be  dire£led  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  . 

.•  That  the  committee  have  read  the  fcveral  papers  referred 
.  to  them  by  the  Houfe,  and  have  examined  feveral  wimeffis 
touching  the  affairs  of  Grccnwicli  Hofpital. 

That  it  appears  to  the  committee,  that  abuies  of.  various 
kinds  have  at  different  times  crept  ihto.  the  management  of 
•the  faid  bofpitaL 

That  the  committee  do  not  judge  it  neceflfary  to  troabie 
the  Houfe  with-  any  account  of  tbofe  which  have  been  cor* 
rented,  or  with  iiich  as  are  either  of  {mall  importance,  or 
likely  to  meet  with^redrefs  from. the  prefent  confutation  of 
the  hofpital. 

But  the  <:ommittee  think  it  their  duty'  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  fome  of  the  abufes  which  flitt  fidiiifl, 
.and  are  worthy  the  attention  of  Parliament,  efpecially  as  fome 
of  them  appear  tp  the  committee  to  have  arifen  from  provi* 
lions  introduced  into  the  new  charter,  and  to  require  fuch  re- 
medies as  the  interpoiition  of  thelegiflature  is  alone  competent 
to  afford. 

That  the  principal  abu&s.  at  prefent  exifling,  come  under 

•  the  two  following  heads  : 

Firft,  The  introduftion  of  landmen,  to  a  very  great  ex* 

•  tent,  into  various  departments  of  the  government  of  this  na- 
val hofpital,  mofl  of  them  in  breach  of  the  expireft  piovi- 
iions  of  the  original  co^imiffion,  and  of  the  prefent  exiftiog 
charter.  '•  . 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  The  refufal  6k  ntgleft  of  redreft  frtub  the  dif- 
ferent boards  in  whom  the  management  .Of  the  l^ofpital  it 
placedy  particularly  itt  the  general  courts  ixb^ppointing  f^  ptt^ 
tial  and  Interefted  committee  to  enquire  ipto  th^;  compkii^tf } 
of  the  lieutenant-governor,  the  unjuftifiable^onduAof  tblMh 
committee,  and  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the  board  of  adr. 
miralty,  in  removing  the  faid  lieutenant-governor  from  bis 
office  without  ever  hearing  him  in  his  defence,.. or  evfin.fi>: 
much  as  alledging  againft  'hii^  any  fpecific  diarge  of  milbe- 
haviour.  •?  *  -  • 

Under  thefirji  of  tbejiheadsy 

It  has  appeared  to  n)i&  conmiittee^  that  five  of  the  prefent 
members  of  the  council,  viz. 

William  Eden,  Elq.  auditor^ 
John  Ibbetfon,.  Efq.  fecretary^  .... 

Rev.  John  Cpoke,      UKanlairts '  -      •  -^ 

Rev.  John  M^yle,  J  ^^^P^^'^.'r .  _  , . 

Mr.  John  Q()dby,.fte)C4Tdf   :. .  . 
are  not  ieafaring  men,  or  luch^frhavei^their  limbt,  orbeea 
otherwife  difabled  in  the  fea-feryice,  ai  r^qmreid  by  the  clyir- 
ter of  the  faid hoipitaT.  ,;,.^    ".   ,-/.,' 

That  befides  the  above-mentipned  five  .nfembers  of  the 
council,  there  are  twenty -one  o^r  perfbns  who  hold  offices 
in  the  faid  hofpital  alfo  contrary  to  the  charter,  viz, 

Furbor,  fchoolmafter.  .  , 

John  Pocock,  difpenfer. 

Francis  Cook,  fccrct^ry's  <:I^rk«-.    -  - 

Daniel  Ball,  fteward's  firft  clerfc.      ' 

jSsSs.  }—»*«»■  ■■ 

Alexander Nto9rC» rojdlcrcook.  '       ....*.. 
Roger  Hunt,  mate  to  djtto.      . 
Nicholas  Levit,  fculkvy  ma|i».  .  . 
Robert  Ruffel,     1  ^  _^  ^^  ;,.^_  :  • 
William  Garner,  ]  ?:^  ^  ^'^^\'r: 
James  Lane,  porter.. 

\<^illiam  Wheatley,  difpcnfer*s  aflifblnt. 
Stephen  Hickman,'  brewer. :  '  T 

William  Dickey,  turncock..  .J 

William  Dickey,  labourer,,      

Robert  Mylne,  clerk  of  tK^  wptks.j^ 


Hr. 
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*  •  ^      '    Mn  Pawiceford,  clerk  of  the  oottxiciU 
James  Huggizii  labourer*    ' 
Than  of  the  thYeer  matrons  now  belonging  to  the  faid  hofpi^ 
tat,  two  of  ibcih  are  neither  widows^   nor  daughters  of  lea- 
men  ;  wh'ile  the  widows  of  captains  in  the  royal  hotpital  have 
iftVain  pctiti6ned  for  thefe  appointments. 

That  there  are  likcwife  twenty -five  other  employments 
(bftie  of  them- very  confiderable  and  lucrative,  which  not  being 
denomihated  offices  in  the  houfe,  may  not  fsdl  within  die  ex- 
prefs  proviiionsof  thecharter,  to  be  held  by  feafaring-mea; 
but  as  there  is  no  artor  ikili  required  for  them,  which  a  maa 
who  ha$  fervod  at  fc^  may  not  be  poileiTed  of,  it  is  contrary 
to  the  objeft  and  fpirit  of  this  inftitution,  when  feamen  pro- 
perly  qualified  can  be  found,  not  to  give  them  the  prefeitDce 
over  landmen,  who  have  no  pretentions  to  the  benefit  of  this 
naval  charity*    TheCb  <^ces  confift  of. 

Surveyor,  Clerks,  &c.  notlodged  within  the  hotpital. 
James  Steward,  furreyor. 
William  Ferguftn. 
.    Henry  Taylor* 
George  Hambley. 
J.  Samworth; 
Oeot^  Smith. 

{ohnf£lder. 
iUfton  Ralfe. 
George  Pope* 

"  Pier^on. 
JohnSftidi. 

It 
Peribns  holding  under  ikt  Defwentwater  eft^» 
Dodor  Scott. 

Lancafler. 
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William  Gray, 
Charles  Eve. 
J.  Dallcy. 
Margaret  Scold. 
Williani  Ncwnam. 

W 

Ifhat  the  office  of  architeQ  is  the  only  one  belonging  tO' 
Greenwich  Hofpital,  to  which  it  appears  that  a  feamao  may 
not  be  competent.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  fuch  an  officer 
is  at  all  neceflary.  When  new  works  are  carrying  on,  an 
eminent  architedt,  like  an  eminent  painter,  may  be  employed' 
without  loading  the  efiablifhment  with  fuch  a  pergianenc 
office,  as  is  particularly  pointed  oi^t  in  the  cotmniilion,  but 
entirely  omitted  in  the  charter.  It  is  ftill  lefs  necefiary  for 
the  hoipiul  to  have,  as  at  prefebf  is  eftablifbcd,  two  architeds; 
Mr*  Stewart  and  Mr.  Mylne,  under  the  different  denomina- 
tions of  furveyor  and  clerk  of  the  works. 

Under  thefcctmd  bead.  .    > 

With  refpea  to  the  court  of  dire&ors,  it  appears  to  the 
committee,  that  a  moft  ihameful  abufe  exifted  for  a  very  con«* 
fiderable  time  in  the  hofpital,  by  thecontrading  butcher,  Mr. 
Peter  Metlifh,  iupplying  the  poor  penfioners  with  bull  beef; 
and  meat  of  the  worft  kind,  worth  only  fourteen  (hillings  ^^r 
hundred  weight,  inftead  of  the  beft  tat  ox  beef,  for  which 
he  was  allowed  thirty-two  (hillings  and  iixpence  per  hundred 
weight.  And  although  the  faid  Melli(h  was^  in  the  year 
1770,  convided  in  a  court  of  law  of  this  deteftable  fraud,  in 
no  lefs  than  ten  inftances,  and  was  afterwards  fued  for  fifty 
other  breaches  of  his  contract,  which  he ,  was  fuffisfed  t<^ 
compound,  yet  the  direftors^  inftead  of  marking  fo  infamoDs 
a  cheat,  by  excluding  him  from  all  future  dealings  with  the 
hofoital,  have  ever  fince  coatimied  to  |;tve  to  the  faid  Melli(h 
frem  contrafls  for  fupply  ing  the  whole  hofpital  with  meat  for 
a  twelvemonth,  under  an  idea,  as  one  of  the  dire£^ors  depofed 
at  the  bar  of  tlus  Houfe,  that  although  a  man  had  been  guilty 
of  a  fraud  towaids  the  hofpital,  yet  if  be  offered  to  ferve  for 
lefs  money  than  any  odier  perfon,  there  was  an  obligation  upoo 
the  conmuffioners  and  jnauagers  of  the  hofpital  to  employ 
that  man  fo  coQvi&ed. 

It  alfo  farther  appears, 
:    Vot.XII.  Nna  Thf 
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'  That  the  prafticc  of  chalking^  (whereby  money  is  given 
twice  a  week  to  the  penfioncrs,  in  lieu  of  meat  anid  chccfc) 
fiill  continues  to  fubiift,  notwithftabding  the  unanimous  re* 
prefentation  of  the  council  on  the  Qtb  of  Augufl,  1776,  to 
the  board  of  dircflors,  "  That  fuch  prafticc  is  not  only  con- 
trary to  the  eftabliftiment,  but  injurious  to  the  healdi  and 
morals  of  the  petifioners,  and  is  attended  with  many  incon* 
vehiencies,  improprieties,  and  irregularities,  and  ought  to  be 
totally  abolilhed." 

With  refpeft  to  the  general  court,  and  the  committe  which 
they  appointied,  it  appears^ 

That  the  foregoing,  and  other  matters  of  complaint,  were 
in  the  printed  cafe  of  the  R<>yal  Hofpital  for  feamen  at  Green- 
wich,  laid  before  the  iirft  loid  of  the  admiralty  by  Capuin 
Baillie^  the  lieutenant  goverbori  and  afterttrards  on  the  26th  of 
March;  1778,  tranfmitted  to  ihe  fccretary  of  the  admiralty, 
lb  be  by  him  officially  laid  before  the  board,  with  a  re^ueft 
froto  the  faid  Captain  Baillie,  ^*  that  their  Lotdfliips  would 
}ft  pleafed  to  fommon  a  full  and  general  court  of  the  commif* 
fi(M)ers  and  governors,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  charter,  to  wh(6m  henibft  aiVieAdy  wilhed  to  ap- 
peal, and  prove  the  charges  therein- contaitiea  ;  hoping  that 
tb  fnake  fucK  a  |court  cffltciedr^  h  might  4)o  advertifed  three 
times  in  die  Gazette,  as  well  ks  fumn^onfes  fent/* 
•  That  a  eeneral  court'of 'cortiri)iffioner&,  and  governors  of 
GreehiidcSi  Hofpital  was  Accordingly  called,  but  without  fuch 
advertisement  or  general  fummonfes,  and  fat  at  the  admiralty 
on  the  14th  of  i^rif,  1778.  At  this  cotfrt  it. was  re&lvcd, 
that, 

<8ir  Merrick  Burrell,  Mt.  Wells, 

Mr.  Cuft,  Mr.  James, 

Mr.  Savary,  Mr^  Reynolds, 

Mr,  Barker, 
'  /hould  be  k  committee  (of  whom  tliree  to  be  a  quorum)  to 
inveftigate  the  grounds  ^^<>{  the  fcVei'al  charges  contained  in 
the  above-menttoried'lx)6k  i  and  fhey  were  ddired  to  proceed 
\ipk>n  that  bufinefs  With  alt^6nvcnient  di^^tch^  at  fuch  times 
bnd  places  as  they  fhould-thitik  moft  proper  for  the  purpofe  ; 
"^nd  when  they  had  compleated  fuch  invefiigation,  tokttbi 
lords  of  th£  {tHmiralty  know  it,  that  iinotihKh:  general  court 
tnight  be  called  to  receive  Acir  report.^  . 
.  That  -Capt^ih  Baillio  €bje£ied"t6  the  faid  committee,  al 
^ompofed  of  diredors^  perlbns  ^ainft*  Vto&  UsxofmplaiiA 
chiefly  lay,  ,  i  ■     .v.    • 

i  • .  *:     /i  .      .        That 
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•  That  holwithjlanding  his  objeftions,  thcf  {M  genrffat  co\jrt 
appointed  die  faid  coirimittcc,  confiftihg  of  the  fcven  pcrTohJ 
above-named}  who  arc  all  of  them  direAors. 

That  Captain  Baillie  in  his  letter  of  the  1 8th  of  AprU* 
1778,  to  the  faid  committee,  protefted  ajgainft  their  proceed^ 

5»gs*.  .  '    , 

,  That  notmthftanding  the  faid  proteft,  the  ftid  committee 
■met  at  Greenwich  Holbital,  and  fat  (even  days,  but  would 
neither  fufFer  Captain  Baillie  to  proceed  in  his  own  way  tb 
|>rove  his  cafe,  nor  enquire  into  **  any  matters  fefpeSingcpni- 
faints  againft  either  die  coort  of  direftorv,  the  general  court, 
the  governor,  board  of  admiralty,  qr  firft  lord  of  the  admi^ 
talty  ;'•  but  confined  their  enquiry  merely  to.fuch  parts  as  re- 
i*peaed  the  officers  who  had  complained  to  the  general  couit* 
And  in  the  profecution  of  this  enquiry,  the  faid  committee 
ibffered  Mr.  Morgan,  ascouhcil  for  the  faid  officers,  to  direft 
the  mode  in  which  Captain  Baillie  fhould  proceed  to  make 
good  his  charges,  frequently  refufing  to  hear  his  witnclTes. 
-  That  no  one  member  of  the  faid  committee  attended  the 
whole  feven  days  which  it  fat,  but  that,  ncverthetefs,  a  report 
of  their  proceedings  was  made  to  the  general  Court,  and 
figned  by  two  of  the  members,  who  had  Ikt  as  prcfidents,  one 
of  whom  had  been  prefent  only  two  days  out  of  the  fcveii*; 
but  declared  at  the  bar  of  this  Houft,  that  he  had  figneid  fdij 
the  proceedings  of  the  whole  feven  days* 

That  at  the  general  court  of  coinmiffioners  and  governor*^ 
held  on  the  12th  of  Auguft,  .1778,  when  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  read,  Captain  Baillie,  in  bis  letter  of  that  day^ 
again  protefted  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  committee,  • 
as  well  as  to  their  being  conftituted  of  direClors  only,  ahd  de« 
'fired  that  the  general  court  would  themfelves  review  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee,  offering  immediately  to  prdduce 
before  the  faid  general  court,  witneifes  and  affidavits  to  prore 
every  part  of  his  complaints.  '^  V^     '   ' 

That  at  the  faid  general  court,  the  foUowingrefolutions  ffctt 
moved  and  agreed  to,  viz,  **  That  the  feveral  charges  con- 
tained in  Captain  Baillie's  book,  which  have  been  examined 
idto  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  appear  ge- 
nerally malicious  and  void  of  foundation,  and  tending  to  • 
difturb  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the  hofpital ;  and  | 

"  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  faid  committee  be, 

therefore,  laid  before  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admii- 

talty ;  and  that  it  befubmitted  to  their  Lordfliips  whether  for 

-  the  better  government  of  the  hofpital^  itmay  not  be  «dvife« 

N  n  n  2  ibl« 
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able  to  remove  die  hid  Captain  Baillie  from  hU  employments 
pf  lieutenant-TOvernor,  and  one  of  the  diredore  thereof." 

With  rcfpcft  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  it  appears, 

Th?t  on  Ac  lith of  Auguft,  1 778,  the  fameday  00  which 
Ithc  lords  of  the  admiralty  received  from  the  general  court  the 
report  of  the  coniroittcc,  and  their  advice  to  remove  Captain 
Baillie,  their  Lordfhips  immediately  refolved,  **  That  direc- 
tions (honld  be  forthwith  given  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  gover- 
nor of  the  faid  hofpital,  to  caui'e  Captain  Baillie  to  be  fiif- 
pended  from  his  employments,  both  as  lieutenant-goveroor 
and  direAor,  and  one  of  the  council  of  Greenwich  Hofptal, 
till  further  order." 

That  the  iaid  Captain  Baillip  requefied,  by  letter  of  the 
14th  of  Auguft,  1778,  Mr,  Stephens,  "  to  move  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  to  direft  that  he  might  be  furnilhed  with  a 
copy  of  the  order  by  which  he  was  fufpeoded,"  but  could  ne- 
ver obtain  the  fame* 

That  Captain  Baillie  in  his  letter  of  the  ift  of  Deceoi- 
ber,  1778,  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  entreated  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  his  ftation  in  the  faid  hofpital. 

That  Capuin  Baillie,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  Decem- 
'  ber,  1778,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  "  requefted  that  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  or  general  court,  would  give  dire&ions  that  he 
might  have  a  true  copy  of  the  report  made  at  the  general 
court  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  by  the  committee  of  enquiry,^ 
but  was  refufed  the  fame. 

That  on  the  a5th  of  December,  1778,  the  lords  commif- 

(ioners  of  ^e  admiralty  refolved,  ^^  That  the  faid  Captain 

Baillie,  for  his  mifbchaviour,  as  ftated  in  the  report  before- 

mentioned,,be  removed  from  the  offices  of  lieutenant-gQver- 

.nor,  one  of  the  dtrc£lors,  And  one  of  the  council  of  Green- 

..wich  Hofpital." 

^     That  Captain  Baillie  applied  for  a  copy  of  the  order  for 
his  removal,  in  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  January,  but  could 
;^not.  obtain  the  fame. 

That  it  docs  not  appear  that  the  faid  Captain  Baillie  ever 
;  was  called,  or  appeared  before  the  faid  board  of  admiralty, 
.  or  was  ever  heard  before  the  faid  board,  touching  his  com- 
plaints, or  ihofe  made  againft  him. 

That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  words  pf  H^e 
charter  by  "  authorizing  and  impovvcring  the  board  of  ad- 
.  miralty  todifplace,  move,  or  fufpend,  any  officer  for  hismif. 
-^Kbaviour,"  the  faid  board  could  not  legally  fufpend,  or  re- 
•  movq  cl\c  faid  Captain  BailUe  from  the  officas  of  lieuteaant- 
*...:  *  -...:.  S«ver. 
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S^vernoTy  one  of  the  diredors,  and  one  of  the  council  ot 
reenwich  Hofpiul,  without  imputing  to  him  ibme  fpecific 
charge  of  miibehaviour^  and  hearing  him  in  his  defence,  n«i- 
ther  of  which  neceiTarj  fteps  the  faid  board  appear  to  have 
taken  tm  the  prefent  occafion. 

That  bcfides  what  has  already  been  mentioned,  under  the 
two  beads  of  the  introdufiion  of  landmen,  and  the  mifcon* 
duft  of  the  feveral  boards  concerned  in  the  management  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital',  the  committee  have  to  obferve,  on  the 
alterations  which  have  been  made  in  the  charter  from  the  ori- 
ginal commifBon,  transferring  to  the  board  of  admiralty  the 
difpoial  of  all  employments  held  under  the  bofpiul,  the  re- 
commendation of  which,  was  by  the  commiflion  placed  in  the 
general  court  of  commiffioners.  This  great  increafe  of  patro- 
nage to  the  admiralty,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  main 
objcft  of  Ae  chafter  obtained  in  1775,  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  prejudicial  to  the  good  government  of  the  faid 
hofpital,  in  as  much  as  it  creates  a  fort  of  mutual  intereft  and 
conneAion^ between  thofe  who  ought  to  be  kept  entirely  iepa- 
rate  and  diftinA,  the  executive  oiGcers  of  the  hofpital,  and 
thofe  who  fhould  fuperintend  that  execution,  in  order  to  come 
at  abufes  when  they  cxift,  • 

That  the  faid  charter  alfo  varies  from  the  original  com- 
miflion in  other,  and  no  lefs  material  circumftances,  both  of 
infertion  and  of  omiiiion^  New  powers  fufccptible  of  abufc 
are  inferted,  and  the  old  provilions  prohibiting  of  abufe  are 
omitted  ;  two  circumftances,  which  combined,  appear  to  this 
committee  of  a  very  fufpicious  nature.  The  claufe  added 
being  the  creation  of  a  power  to  fell,  alienate  and  exchange 
the  eftates  ajnd  tSc&s  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  claufe  omitted 
being  a  ftrift  diargc,  command,  injun£^ion  and  requifition, 
that  none  of  the  faid  eftates  or  efPeAs  fhould  be  diverted, 
ufed,  or  applied,  or  be  in  any  wife  applicable  to  any  ufe  or 
purpoie  whatfoever,  other  than  the  charitable  purpofes  of  the 
faid  hoipital,  or  to  defray  the  neceifary  chai^  relating  there- 
unto. 

The  committee  fee  no  neceflity*  for  thefe  alterations,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  it  is  better^  When  anv  material  changes  in 
the  property  of  the,  hofpital  are  intended,  to  have  recourfe  to 
parliament  for  an  ad  for  fuch  particular  purpofe,  as  wa?  lateliy 
the  cafi»  in  an  exchange  of  lands  between  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland and  Greenwich  Hofpital, 

That  in  order  to  remedy  the  abufes  before-mentioned,  to 
confixle  diis  great  naval  foundation  to  th^  foicobj«ft  for  whidi 

it 
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It  ins  firft  ioffitutcdy  the  hfaefit  of  fczHnng  Bien,  and  to 
r«ftor€  A€  fpiric  of  the  original  commiffioo,  from  which  ts; 
charter  has  eflfotiallj  deviated,  the  judges  he  dircAcd  to  pre- 
pajre  a  h'Al  fof  idcindiog  the  charter  for  incorporating  tkc 
commiflioners  and  governors  of  the  Royal  Hofpitai  for  fea- 
men  at  Grficnwich,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  December,  1 775, 
a«d  for  (iibflitotlng  a  new  charter  in  lien  tfaereofy  refiofingto 
the  general  court  of  commiffioners  and  governors  ^^ike  pe- 
9f£Tgj(  reconunending  to  the  board  of  admiralty  all  cftccn 
AeoeiTary  to  be  employed  in  and  for  the  faid  holpital,  wiih  di* 
jreAions  i»lhe  board  of  admiralty  to  appoint  ah  £iich  oficrs 
aocordiogiy,  except  the  governor  and  treafnrer  of  the  iak 
juifpital,  withezpcefsproviiions,  that  all  fach  perfoos  u>  bett 
recommended,  and  admitted  into  the  faid  hofpitai,  as  officec 
jaf  the  houfe,  or  otherwtie,  be  (cafaring  men,  or  foch  ws£ 
4hall  hxvt  loft  i^eir  limbs,  or  been  otherwi/e  xltlaUcd  in  dv 
fea  fervice,*'  as  was  direAed  by  his  Majefty's  cominiffion,  ci 
ilbe  18th  of  May,  1763. 

That  if  any  exceptions  to  diis  general  role  Aall  appear  ne- 
xdQary,  the  fame  may  befpecified  in  the  faid  bill. 

That  no  perfpn  rmail  be  deemed  a  Seafaring  maa,  and  as 
fttch,  capable  of  being  appointed  an  officer  of  the  faoiife,  cr 
-of  being  lodged  in  ^Greenwich  Hospital,  unlefs  frKh  .perfx 
Ihall  have,  Jbomafide^  (erved  four  years  at  fea,  or  (hall  hau 
4)cen  diiabled  in  the  (ea  iervice. 

That  all  ^voaicn  employed  in  the  hofpitai,  as  inatroes 
.  nuvfes,  .or  otherwife,  .be  widows  of  ieamen. 

That  none  but  fuch  perfons  as  have  fervcd  as  oiSccra  in  &: 
•foyal  navy.beoiembeiisof  the^counciL 

That  tbeigeneral  court  (^all  meet  once  in  every  month,  0: 
cftener^if  there  ihould  be.occafion. 

That  the  commiAioners  and  governors,  (hall  in  (btore  coo- 
'£ft  of  all  <lhe  .flag  .oncers  of  his  MajeftyU  'fleet^  and  oocc 
.other. 

TKat  arcertain  numberof  the  laid  flag  officers  (hall  atterJ 
by  rotation,  whilft  they  remain  on  fhore. 

Xhat  all  vacancies  (hall  be  recommended  to  be  filled  op  by 
•iuch  of  t-heimcmbers  as  (hall  attend  the  faid  general  courts. 

That  tMTo  of  the  flag  officers,  the  governor,  the  lieutenajit 
^governor,  tteafurer,  auditor,  anidfenior  captain,- be  a  court  ct 
diredorsj'for.thepurpofeS'Cxprefl'^d  in  the  late  commiffion. 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  (hall,  at  all  times,  have  the 
infpoftibn  of  the 'books  containing  the  proceedings  of- die  gc- 
jiAral  .cottrt^  court  of  dirofiors  a»l  <XH)Rd^  a;{a  &ail  xecain 

the 
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the  pdWcr  ^ivcn  them  by  the  charter,  to  difpUcfc,  moire,  <M* 
fui'pvnd  any  officer,  or  officeh  of  the  faid  hofpital,  Tot 
his  or  thcit  mifbehaviour,  not  tjtceptihg  the  governor  of 
treafurer.  , 

That,  in  confideration 'of  Captain  Ba5!lit*s  hiVing  beeh 
iUcgally  tembvcd  from  the  office,  by  thd  boafd  of  adiliiraltv, 
and  of  the  ztal  he  has  uniformly  (hewn  in  the  courfe  of  fc* 
venteen  vcars  that  he  has  been  in  thd  faid  hoipital,  k  \s  re* 
commencled  to  the  Houfe  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  bo  Ootiftr 
on  Captain  Baillie  fomc  mark  of  his  royal  fkvour. 

Earl  bf  Chefier field  ro^^  after  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  Earl  of 
made  a  reply  merely  founded  on  tht  tvidencfc  delivered  oti  ^'^'c/^l. 
the  examination  in  chief,   in  behalf  of  thfe  parties  charged. 
He  would  not,  he' faid,  purfue  the  noble  Duke  through  the 
whole  of  his  detail,  but  would  confine  hiniftlf  tntirely  to 
the  matter  that  had  been  given  in  evidence,  and  t)ie  plain 
ftate  of  tfee  circuhlftanccs  whidi  arofe  in  the  courfe  of  the 
examination  at  the  bar.    The  noble  Duke,  he  obfcrved,  pro- 
nouncedi  that  it  Was  a  thihe  proved,  that  the  fii^  in  the  ho- 
ipital came  from  the  tayfor^  roo'ita.    iThi's  Va^  a  bold  alTet- 
tion,  fthce  ft  jfauft  be  ^erfeftly  in  the  re'ddHeftion  'of  tbfe 
Houfe,  rtiat  Sir  John  Fielding*  <vh6  "had  enquired  ihto  thte* 
a'ifeir  ^iih  infinite  iiiduftry,  and  was  perfectly  adequate  t^ 
judge  xc^Ti  it,  had  declared  in  evidence,  that  he  thought  it 
highly  probable,  that  the  fire  broke  out  rjiree  ot  font  rocims 
above ;  n^y,  that  there  was  every  ptoof  of  entire  de^monftra> 
tion  that  it  did.     Their  Lbrdfhips.  itx  being  influenced  by' 
fdch  repyefentations,  ivere  not  direaed  'in  thdir  judcmefit  by 
the  teftimony  that  had  beei>  given  a!t  llhdr  bar,  but  by  the  tpjh 
iixit  di  an  i^divlAual  peer.     The  linen  Was 'the  next  fubjeft, 
Tn  different  "articles  of  ft,  of  complaint  and  accufation.  Had  it 
not  been  proved,  that  the  pieces  of  cloth  out  of  which  the 
fliirts  aftd  ihcets  >^efCi  made  contained  diflferent  numbers  of 
yards,  fo  llikt  if  the  ftiirts  and  fheets  Wire  all  made  of  the 
fame  length',  there  would  be  a  lofs  of  a  con(idcrablc  number 
of  rdmriilntk  which 'cbuld  be  ojf  no  ufc  at  all  ?.  whereas  by  di- 
viding tlie  pieces  indifcriminatcly  into  an  cxaft  nun&er  of 
fheets  or  fhiru,  th6ugh  mdeed  there  might  be  a  partial  ine- 
quality in  the  lengths  of  them,  ydt  certainly  there  could  be 
no  lof&  to  the  hoipital,  as  by  that  device  every  part  of  each 
J>iecc  WJis  appropriated  to  'the  purpofes  of  the  peftfioners  ; 
find,  indeed,  it  had  been  proved  at  their  Lordlhips*  bar,  that 
out  df  about  iiVe'or'fix  hundred  ftiirts,  upwards  of  one  hdn- 
^ttd  yard*  6f  Cloth  had  'bbenTaVe'd  ^Y  this  frugal  divifion  of 
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die  pieces.  As  for  the  {lockings,  that  was  only  a  temporary 
grievance,  it  exifted^  only  for  a  little  time,  and  the  perfon 
whofe  duty  it  was  to  fee  that  the  penfioners  were  properly 
ferved  in  that  article,  had  been  as  a£^ive  and  induftrioos  ia 
applying  a  remedy  to  the  evil  as  any  one  was  or  could  have 
been  ;  k>  that  it  was  clearly  only  a  cafual  misfortune,  and 
np^a  miicondu£^  connived  at  or  introduced  by  a  wicked  com- 
bination of  the  fervanu  of  the  hofpital,  for  the  purpofe  of 
defrauding  the  pendoners.  The  beer,  the  next  fubjed  of 
complaint,  it  was  granted  had  been  had,  but  the  caufe  of  that 
had  been  moil  fully  explained  to  the  Houfe,  and  been  fhewn 
to  be  only  a  temporary  evil  ariiing  from  the  villainy  of  a 
perfon  employed  in  the  hofpital,  who  was  fufpedcd,  and 
with  the  greateft  reafon,  offpoiling  and  corrupting  it.  But 
why  fliould  the  Houfe  intereft  thcmlclves  about  mevanccs 
not  exifting  ?  What  was  the  affigncd  motive  for  thcrr  intcr- 
pofition  ?  To  give  redrefs — a  very  good  motive,  if  in  this 
cafe  it  could  exift,  but  in  reality  it  could  not,  for  the  grie- 
vances themfelves  did  not  exift,  (the  beer,  dockings,  and 
fhoes  being  at  this  time  entirely  to  jthe  fatisfaAion  of  all  the 
penfioners^  and  therefore  this  pretended  motive  had  no  long- 
er realitjr  m  it.  As  for  the  grand  matter  of  charge  concern- 
ing Mcllifh,  the  butcher,  he  would  onl]f  here  agam  alE  their 
Lordihips,  if  it  became  their  wifdom  to  interpofe  for  the  cor- 
redion  of  grievances  pot  exifting  ?  The  meat  at  prefent  was 
extremely  good  ;  the  penfioners  were  unanimous  m  giving  it 
4xat  charaaer.  He  had  been  at  Greenwich  himielf,  and 
found  it  fo— What  then  had  they  to  redrefs?  The  noble 
Puke  had  dwelt  very  partiqularly  upon  the  circumftance  of 
Lord  Sandwich's  bavjng  chofen  fome  civil  officers  to  em- 
plovments  in  the  hofpital,  who  were  not  feamen.  He  beg* 
ffea  their  Lordihips  m  the  firft  place  to  confider  with  them- 
klves,  if  it  was  poffihle  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  all  the 
various  offices  in  the  hofpital  could  be  filled ,  with  infirm, 
lame,  or  aged  penfioners,  and. therefore  to  confider  whether 
or  not  it  could .  have  been  the  original  intention  of  the  infti* 
tutors^  that  all  the  civil  officers  mould  be  feamen — certainly 
not :  and  in  the  fecond  place,  that  his  XfOrdlhip  bad  put  in 
fewer  landfmen  than  any.  of  his  predeceiTors.  The  noble 
Duke  had  ftated,  that  there  were  fifty- four  landfincn  in  the 
hofpital ;  his  Grace  fhould  recolle£l,  that  half  of  theie'were 
men  appointed  by  the  principals ;  fo  that  the  number  aftual* 
ly  cbofcn  by  the  ftewards  of  the  charity,  would  not  amount 
•to  nearly  as  many  as  his  Grace  had  reprefentcd.  He  was  ve* 
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^y  much  fiarprifed  to  hear  the  noble  Duke  bring  again  to  the 
rccollcftion  of  the  Houfc  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Baillie,  in 
legard  10  the  negotiation.  No  apology  could  exculpate  him 
three  from  the  diflionourable  ccnfurc  of  being  a  babbler  of 
fecrets,  a  betrayer  of  confidential  trufts.  His  Lordfhip  con- 
cluded with  obierving,  that  he  (hould  certainly  objeft  to  the 
report,  becaufc  it  was  grounded  upon  matters  which  bad  no 
cxifttiice  or  foundation* 

Earl  of  Effitigbam  replied  to  the  laft  noble  Earl,  and  met  tzxlofEf- 
him  almoft  upun  every  argument  and  every  fafl:,  lhewing,/''iE^**« 
that  his  Lordlnip  had  only  ftated  one  part  of  the  evidence, 
and  rcatbned  on  it,  as  a  defence  which  had  been  fully  proved 
in  every  particular,  without  either  endeavouring  to  reconcile 
the  man  if  eft  contradidion  of  the  fa£ts  fo  ftated  to  matters 
notorioufly  acknowledged,  or  the  teftimony  of  the  feveral  wit- 
neffes  with  each  other. 

Here  his  Lordlhip  followed  his  noble  leader  ftcp  by  ftep,. 
obferving,  as  he  proceeded,  where  the  witneffes  had  contra- 
diAed  themtelves,  where  they  had  been  detected  on  their 
crofs-exami nation,  and  where  they  contradicted  each  other 
as  Vo  the  fame  fa^. 

Earl  Batburjl  rofe  to  point  out,  he  faid,  the  legal  efFcft  of  J^*'!  ^^ 
the  evidence  delivered  on  both  fides,  and  to  eftablifli  thisge-  '^*'-^* 
neral  concluiion,  that  moft  of  the  fafts,  if  proved,  prefented 
nothing  of  any  confequence,  and  the  few  that  might  be  wor- 
thy or  their  Lordflnps*  particular  attention  or  notice,  were 
plainly  fliewn  to  be  ill  founded,  and  to  have  originated  in  the 
refcntments  and  ungovernable  difpoiition  of  Captain  Baillie. 

Lord  Camden  fohcited  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  for  Lor4  Cam*^ 
the  trouble  he  was  about  to  give  them  ;  and  this  requeft,'  on  ^■' 
his  p.>rt,  became  the  more  neceflary,  he  faid,  on  the  prefent 
occaiion,  becaufe,  contrary  to  his  ufual  habits  and  inclina- 
tion, he  found  it  ncccffary  to  invcftigate,  pretty  much  at     . 
large,  the  prefent  queftion,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  origi- 
nal charter  and  commiflion,  and  the  alteration  made  in  thv 
new  charter  in   1775.     Thefc,    in  his  opinion,   produced 
matter  on  which  only  the  main  queftion  turned,  as  had  beea 
well  and  truly  obferved  by  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion. 

The  lift  of  the  abufes,  which  had  been  proved  at  the  bar 
of  the  ccimmitcec,  prefented  nothing  of  fufBcient  confequence 
in  themfelves,  farther  than  as  their  exiftence  indicated  their 
original,  the  departure  from  the  views  and  intentions  of  thoft 
royal  and  noble  pcrfonages  who  were  the  firft  foundes^^  atu* 
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thors,  advifers,  and  promoters  of  this  charity ;  what  tbofe 
views  and  intentions  were,  he  fliould  endeavour  to  point  out, 
after  he  had  regularly  made  his  way  to  that  part  of  the  bufi- 
nels. 

'l*he  firft  i^atter,  upon  a  tranfient  view  of  the  objcfts  of 
enquiry  which  flnick  him,  was  to  examine  into  the  abufes 
that  had  or  do  ftill  ex  id.  So  far  as  the  good  regimen  of  the 
hofpital,  the  diftributive  juftice  of  t hole  apjwnted  to  prc- 
ferveand  give  it  effcft,  formed  part  of  the  fubjeft  matter  be- 
fore  the  Houfe,  he  had,  for  the  prefcnt  moment,  very  little 
anxiety  on  his  mind.  He  granted,  that  mifmanagcmcnts, 
when  known  and  afccrtained,  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
cxift  for  an  inftant.  That  they  had  exiftcd,  he  believed  there 
was  not  a  noble  Lord  prefent,  however  anxious  he  might  be 
to  juftify  the  conduft  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  who  entertained  a  doubt  upon  thip  fubjeft.  That 
many  of  the  abufes  had  been  remedied,  appeared  by  the  evi- 
dence of  feveral  witneffes  examined  at  the  bar  ;  and  he  be- 
lieved, and  hoped,  that  fuch  as  came  within  the  defcription" 
of  abufes  ftill  exifting,  would  be  redreffed.  All  complaints 
about  Ihoes,  ftockings;  bull  beef,  beer,  &c.  were  at  an  end. 
If  a  larger  fum  had  been  given  for  repairing  the  painted  hall 
than  ought  to  have  been,  the  worft  that  could  be  faid  was, 
that  it  was  a  job,  for  the  impropriety  of  which  no  individual 
was  fpecifically  refiponfible  ;  fo  the  matter  refted  in  refpeft  of 
feveral  other  heads  of  complaint.  They  arofe  from  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  improper  exercifc  or  abufe 
of  the  powers  created  by  the  two  charters.  The  mirma- 
nagements  were  not  politive  or  original,  but  indicative. 
The  charter  did  not  fay,  employ  landmen  in  all  civil  offices 
in  the  hofpital ;  it  did  not  veft  the  admiralty -board,  or  the 
firft  commiflioner  at  that  board,  with  the  abfolute  and  oncon- 
trouled  direftion  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  its  revenues,  and 
internal  regulation  and  police :  but  if  fuch  a  power  was  af- 
fumed,  or  exercifed  ;  if  all  check  or  legal  interpofition,  be- 
tween the  admiralty-board  and  the  penfioners,  was  fufpendcd 
or  furrendered  by  the  perfons  appointed  to  ftand  between  the 
board  and  the  peniioners ;  if,  from  this  circumftancc  alone, 
this  power  falling  into  improper  hands  by  delegation,  to  per- 
fons who  might  find  an  intereft  in  abuCng  it,  it  would  amount 
fo  this,  that  the  mifmanagements  and  abufes  were  the  effeft, 
3nd,thc  ufurped  powers  of  the  admiralty-board  the  caufe, 
'  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  the  firft  Lord  of  die 
admiralty  was  not  the  firft  author  of  this  djeparturc  from  the 
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prcrfeffed  intention  of  thofe  who  framed  the  original  cllarfer* 
His  Lordihip  trod  only  in  the  footfteps  of  his  precleceflbrs, 
many  of  them  as  great,  as  worthy,  and  honeft  men,  as  ever 
adorned  the  annals  of  this  country.  As  the  inftitution  grew 
older,  it  gradually  deviated  from  its  firft  principles  ;  and,  as 
far  as  he  could  undcrftand,  a  great  many  years  had  inter- 
vened, fince  the  powers  of  the  court  of  direftors  and  of  the 
general  courts  anfwered  any  other  purpofe  but  to  meet,  dc-  , 
liberate,  and  determine,  according  to  their  ancient  fornxs,  but 
really  only  to  carry  into  execution  not  what  might  appear  to 
them  the  moft  nccelTary  and  proper  mcafures,  but  whatever 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  for  the  time  being,  no  matter 
who,  might  think  proper  to  direfl.  In  this  part  of  his  fpeech, 
he  faid,  he  could  not  omit,  without  manifdl  injufticc,  tefti- 
fying  his  hij^heft  approbation  of  the  open  and  candid  con»- 
duA  of  the  Larl  of  Sandwich  ;  for  while  feveral  of  his  noble 
friends,  throughout  the  courle  of  feventeen  or  eighteen  days 
enquiry,  had  laboured  with  all  thofe  talents  and  great  pro>> 
feflional  knowledge  [fuppofcd  to  mean  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
and  the  Lords  Bathurft  and  Mansfield]  for  which  they  are  fo 
jufty  diftinguiflied,  to  prove  that  Lord  Sandwich  had  no- 
thing at  all  to  do  in  the  bufinefs  ;  that  the  council  did  this^ 
the  diredors  did  that ;  and  that  the  difmiflion  of  Captain 
Eaillie  was  folely  an  aft  of  the  general  court,  in  which  his 
Lordihip  afted  rather  officially  than  pcrfonally  and  fpecifical- 
ly  ;  the  noble  Lord  himlelf,  when  he  came  to  his  defence,  as 
he  very  juftly  termed  it,  ipoke  out  like  a  man  ;  and,  dcfpifing 
quibble  and  evafions,  and  fubtile  refinements  and  diftinftions, 
which  were  as  much  beneath  his  rank  and  dignity,  as  unwor- 
tliy  of  his  particular  fituation,  in  refpeft  to  the  hofpital,  faid 
the  noble  Lord,  "  It  was  I  improved  the  revenues  of  the 
Derwentwater  eftate  almoft  double  ;  it  was  I  built  a  larger 
kitchen  ;  it  was  I  put  the  foundation  upon  fuch  a  footing  a's 
to  procure  conveniences  and  fupport  for  the  admiffion  of 
two,  inftead  of  one  thoufand  penfioners  ;  till  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  prTifiding  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  no  more  than 
fix  hundred  could  fit  down  to  dinner  at  a  time,  now  twice 
that  number  can  he  feated  with  eafe  and  dine  in  comfort.'* 

From  fo  indubitable  a  teftimony  as  the  noble  Lord's  own 
words,  he  Ihould  argue  upon  it  as  fo  much  incontrovertible 
proof,  that  the  prefcnt  management  and  regulation  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital  was  in  the  fingle  hand  of  that  noble  Lord ; 
and,  from  that  very  circumftance,  fhew,  that  the  charter,  if 
not  grofly  violated,   had  been  imperceptibly  departed  from  ; 
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and  of  courfc  the  prcfent  executive  powers,  cxcrcifcd  by  his 
Lordfliip,  and  I'everal  of  bis  predecclVors  in  office,  wtre  no 
more  correfpondent  to  the  executive  powers  vefted  m  the 
corporate  body  on  its  firft  formation,  than  abfolute  defpotiiiDy 
in  the  execution  of  limited  powers,  is  correspondent  to  the 
conftiiution  of  a  limited  government* 

The  original  charter  and  inftrudions  to  Prince  George  of 
Denmark,  in  April,  1704,  creates  a  corporate  body,  ftiled 
the  governors,  general  court^  direSors,  &c.  of  Grtenwich 
Hofpital.  Certain  perfons,  fome  of  the  niofl  noble  and  di- 
fiinguiflied  peribnages  in  the  kingdom,  are,  by  vinue  of 
their  rcfpeftiVe  offices,  appointed  governors  and  members  of 
the  general  court.  A  council  is  conilituted  for  the  internal 
regulation  of  the  hofpital,  who  are  to  report  every  matter 
properly  cognizable  by  the  powers  entrufted  to  them,  to  the 
court  of  diredors,  and  the  lord  high  admiral,  or  admiralty 
board,  is  invefted  with  the  executive  truft,  or  fu peri n ten- 
dance of  the  whole ;  or,  in  other  words',  to  give  fuch  direc- 
tions as  the  conftitution  of  the  corporation  authoriies.  It 
will  be  worthy  of  attention  to  fee  how  far  the  executive  po* 
wers  growing  out  of  this  conftitution  have  been  properly  ex* 
erciied. 

1  he  charter  fays,  that  all  civil  officer*,  or,  which  amounts 
precifely  to  the  fame  thing,  that  all  officers  who  are  10  be  up- 
pointed  to  places  in  the  hofpital,  (hall  be  fea-faMng  men,  or 
perfons  who  have  been  at  fea,  or  difabled  in  the  ieA-frrvicc. 
Here  is  \  pofitivedi region,  defcribing  the  perfons  wh{>  (hail 
be  eligible.  But  feveral  arguments  have  be^n  reforteJ  t>,  in 
order  to  (hew,  that  ihis  was  not  the  intention  of  rht'  original 
jnftitutors  of  this  noble  chariry.  The  very  firft  eftabtifhaient, 
formed  in  the  Nc>vember  following,  (1704)  under  the  charter 
and  commiffion  for  giving  »t  tffedt,  gives  evidence  of  the  di- 
re£l  contrary ;  the  impradlicability  of  fea-faring  perfons  or 
difabled  feamen  to  Jifcharge  the  functions  prefcribed  by  fuch 
offices;  and  the  iifage  of  more  than  half  a  century,  »n  the 
mode  of  elefling  the  civil  officers,  afford  fo  many  proofs,  that 
if  it  ever  prevailed,  it  only  prevailed  in  a  few  infiances,  and 
rather  arofe  iiicidentaUy  than  from  fyffem ;  that  men  bred  at 
fea,  or  difabltd  there,  were  totally  unfitted  by  habit  to  fi'l 
many  of  the  civil  offices;  and  that  there  was  not  a  fingle 
vcftigc  appeared  in  the  records  of  the  hofpital,  refpecting  any 
ufage  of  the  kind  to  have  ever  been  aaopted  or  adhered  to. 

To  the  lall  of  thofe  he  fbould  firft  repiv,  that  fuch  an  ufage 
bad  exifted  was  inconttovertibly  evident,  becaufe  the  records 
^f  the  hofpital  (hewed  that  the  general  court  had  continued 
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egularly  to  recommend,  and  that  the  commifllon  reftrided  the 
idmiralty-board  to  make  choice  out  of  the  perfons  fo  recom- 
iicuded,  who  were  nor  could  be  no  other  but  fea«faring  men, 
>r  difabled  ffamen.  He  was  equally  clear,  that  there  was  not 
I  firuTle  civil  employment,  within  or  without  the  hofpital, 
3ut  two,  wnich  fea- faring  men,  not  perhaps  in  ail  inftances 
lifah)  d  feamen,  were  capable  of  filling  ;  and  he  begged  their 
Lordihips  to  refied,  how  many  fpecics  of  naval  military  d\(» 
ihiltty  theemay  befliort  of  rendenng  a  man  incapable  of  fiU 
.ng  a  civil  office  and  employment :  and  bore  a  thought  ftruck 
v'Ti,  which  was,  that  the  only  two  offices  retained  for  the 
iifliofai  of  the  crown,  the  governor  aiid  treafurer,  which,  as 
•ar  as  they  refpefied  (the  latter  indeed  was  out  of  the  quef* 
icn)  Greenwich  Hoipital,  were  civil  employments,  a  fingle 
nlKmce  had  not  been  icnown  in  which  either  of  thofe  places 
I'd  been  beftowed  on  a  landman  by  any  one  of  the  four  princes 
A^ho  had  (.(t  on  the  throne  fince  the  year  1704. 

The  othtr  point,  which  had  indeed  been  preflcd  by  the  no* 
)le  Earl  with  gre.it  fceming  eclat  in  what  he  called  his  de^ 
ence,  but  what  he  fliould  ever  confider  to  be  no  more  than 
he  noble  Earl's  fpeechi  was,  that  out  of  the  whole  number 
If  point  d  under  the  commiifion  in  November,  1704.^  to  civil 
)fHcc:s,  twcnry  one  were  land<nen.  He  (boutd  be  glad  to 
orgei  thnt  circumftance.  He  believed  the  noble  Earl  knew 
lothing  of  that  very  fufptcious  bufiiiefs  ;  perhaps  Mr.  Maule; 
n  fcarching  the  regifter,  might  have  done  it  haftiiy,  or  neg- 
igently  *,  he  wi(he j,  for  the  iake  of  that  gentleman's  charac- 
er,  he  had  been  more  careful  and  corredi,  but  more  particu- 
uriy  for  the  noble  Lord's  own  private  fatisfaSion  :  but  be 
oiireiled,  he  heard  the  noble  Duke's  account  of  the  minutes 
ind  regidcr  with  aftoniihmenc,  when  his  Grace  proved,  as 
ar  as  his  enquiries  went,  or  he  was  fo  fortunate  to  procure  aur 
hentic  documents,  that  five  out  of  the  twenty^one  reported 
n  Maule's  lift  proved  not  to  be  landmen  but  feamen,  fome 
It'  them  of  known  and  meritorious  fer vice. 

His  Lordffajp  having  (hewn  the  real  intended  conftitutioa 
^f  the  hoipita],  obferved,  that  it  contained  the  feeds  of  abuf^ 
nd  nnfmanagcment  tn  its  very  firft  formation.  A  gFcat  num* 
ttr  of  the  firft  men  for  rank  and  quality  in  this  kingdom,  were  . 
rnfhtuted  a  part  of  the  corporation  ;  great  officers  of  ftat«, 
erfons  occupying  certain  pofts  under  the  crown,  privy-coun* 
sli<»rs,  &c.  but  no  fpecific  means  had  been  provided  to  either 
n force  their  attendance,  or  to  compel  the  executive  power 
f  the  hofpiul  to  five  them  notice  by  (uauiiOAS  to  attend. 
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He  believed  it  bad  been  agreed  and  ruled  as  law,  chat  goi 
vernart  could  not  ad  9$  viAtors,  or  attend  without  due  doi 
tice.  If  fo,  this  v^as  the  real  and  true  Iburce  of  all  the  mu^ 
management  which  took  place  in  the  bofpital,  and  of  th?  toi 
tal  departure  from  the  original  charter ;  for  if  on  one  fide  th< 
members  of  the  corporation  could  not  attend,  and  on  ita 
Other,  that  the  fidl  commiH^oner  of  the  admiralty  had  it  i:| 
his  power  to  forbear  to  fumvian  them  at  his  pleafure,  the  rui 
dent  confequence  and  effect  were,  that  the  firft  commiiEonc:^ 
9r  th^  iidmiralty-board)  being  invefted  wiih  a  power  of  fun 
mQning  whom  they  plcafed,  it  wouid  at  all  times,  and  uy.q 
every  occafion,  be  within  the  difcretion  and  the  option  ot  chx^ 
board  to  controul  the  proceedings  of  the  general  courr,  ad 
dire^l  it  to  fuch  purpofes  only  as  fuch  a  power  wifhed  to  Cii* 
ry  into  execution. 

The  .bringing  back  the  conftltution  of  the  hofpital  to  's 
firft  avowed  and  intended  principles^  was,  in  his  opinion,  a 
maitet  well  worthy  the  interpofition  of  Parliament ;  no  o^h:: 
power  was  competent  to  the  talk,  and  this  confideration  t: 
iaid  woujd  conclude  the  firft  object  of  his  ri(ing,  folio wd  br 
(his  additional  and  cogent  motive  for  urging  the  necei&tyc' 
fuch  a  meafure,  the  alteration  or  change  made  in  the  nev 
charter  granted  in  1775. 

This,  perhaps,  as  to  the  proceedings  previoufly,  aad  rh 
means  finally  adopted,  was  one  of  the  moft  ex'raoriti.i^:- 
traoiadioos  that  ever  came  before  that  Houfe,  or  tne  Br.:  .1 
Parliament*  One  of  the  witneff^s  at  the  bar,  a  Mr,  Ever  it. 
a  young  man,  who,  from  his  own  acknowledgment,  wss  :.- 
tally  incompetent  to  the  tafk,  is  defired  to  fearch  an  ur/r?- 
qucnted  dufty  room,  for  a  parctl  of  papers,  of  no  defer; p-r 
Well,  after  fweeplng  off  the  cobwebs,  what  does  he  nexr/ 
lie  gather*  a  birndleof  he  knows  not  what,  and  gives  ihr-^ 
to  a  man,  his  partner,  Mr.  Sibthorpe,  as  much  too  old  a^ '. 
was  too  young  ;  and  this  old  man  does  fomething,  of  w"^..' 
he  confefles  himfelf  equally  ignorant.  After  the  drud^rv  j 
#he  young  man  and  the  old  man,  fome  crude,  indigefted  r.'J 
mprajidums,  of  former  inconveniences,  ftated  to  have  sr! :  i 
from  fome  parts  of  the  original  charter,  arc  prefented  to  i 
Mr.  Eden,  a  'very  worthy  member  of  the  other  Houfe,  a^  I 
auditor  of  Greenwich  liofpital.  What  then?  From  ihd 
precious  documents  Mr.  Eden  forms  his  opinion  of  what  .\ 
riain,  expedient,  and  neceffary,  and  prcfents  it  to  the  two 
firft  lawofiicers  of  the  crown.  Lord  Thurlow,  then  attorney- 
general,  .and  ih€f9.eftf\t  attorney.  What  do  they  d.«?  H« 
prefumcd,  looking  upon  the  matter  to  be  merely  a  matter  oi 
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»urre,  for  he  had  the  hi|heft  optnioo  of  thefr  abiKty  and  Ixt* 
grity,  they  make  no  obfervation  of  any  kind,  but  add  only^ 
at  the  tj-eafurer  fliall  in  future  be  obliged  to  give  fccuuty 
r  the  truft  repofed  in  him  ;  and  during  fhcenquiry,  tt  haf 
»me  out  in  proof  from  the  tecretary,  Mr.  Ibbetfon,  that  tb^ 
)b]e  Lord  at  the  he«d  of  the  admiraky  kne^  nothing  at  all 
'the  matter,  a  circumftance  which  eould  hardly  obtain  ere* 
t  if  it  had  not  been  fo  refpedably  autheniicated  ;  in  wbieil 
anfa^lion*  he  begg^  j^ermiiBon  tof^y,  (he  noble  Earl  ba4 
xn  extremely  ill  treated,  his  l^ordihip^  as  he  observed  ber 
re,  having  taken  the  refponflbility  of  #Vfry  <biii^  00  hmt 
If,  refpefiing  the  good  management  and  gpyernqfi^nlt  rf 
Greenwich  Hofpital.  Mr.  Everifi  lookf  fpr  papers  which  no 
an  defired  him  to  trouble  himfelf  aboHt  $  bis  partner  draWf 
}  fomethings  of  which  he  knew  nothing  s  Mr.  Eden  upon 
•is  fomething,  fqrins  another  fometbiog ^  which  he  lays  he- 
re the  law  officers  of  the  crovirn ;  and  the  law  officers  of  ^hf 
own,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  fubjed  matter  refer«> 
i)  to  their  confideration,  make  an  amendment  to  the  paper 
ferred,  by  adding,  that  the  treafurer  in  futurefhall  he  ohJiged 
'  give  fecurity  for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  tb^ 
uff  repofed  in  him. 

His  Lordihip  faid^  it  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that  tbp 
fl  Lord  of  the  admiralty  had  not  beea  confulted^  and  his 
reflions  taken,  in  confequence  of  the  inftniflions  he  would 
oft  probably  have  given,  and  that  for  many  rcafons,  two 
ily  of  which  he  fhould  mention :  one  was,  that  the  com- 
iffion  for  the  new  charter  direfted  that  the  law  officers  of 
e  crown  fhould  have  been  applied  to  in  the  firft  inflaace. 
It  they  were  not  applied  to ;  the  other  was,  that  he  was 
re  the  noble  Lord  would  never  have  confented  to  have  the 
hole  power  of  the  governors,  general  courts,  &c.  transfer- 
d  to  the  admiralty-board,  and  confequently  to  the  perfon 
the  firft  commiffiontr  of  that  board.  His  Lordfhip's  ftrift 
tentioa  ro  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  refpeft  for  the  grcajt 
:.l,  would  h:ive  prevented  the  firft,  and  bis  Lordfhip's  mp- 
:ftv  the  fccond. 

His  Lordfhip  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  ne^ 
larter,  and  endeavoured  to  (hew,  that  it  went  either  to  an 
)ridgement  of  the  powers  vefled  in  the  corporate  body  by 
e  old  charter,  or  to  the  confirmation  of  the  powers  ufurped 
f  the  admiralty-board  ;  and  particularly  obferved,  that  it 
ok  away  the  right  of  re^rommendation  veiled  in  the  general 
'yrts,  created  new  powers  relative  to  the  management,  di-  ' 
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feftton,  and  difpofal  of  the  revenues  arifing  from  the  Drr- 
went  water  eftates;  and,  ultimately  and  fahftantially,  TcftcJ 
the  whole  of  the  deliberative  and  executive  powers  of  the  cor- 
poration  in  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty.  On  iheic  fcvcrJ 
grounds  of  abufe,  as  well  as  mifufer  of  the  powers  firft  cre- 
ated, he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  P  rliamont^  and  P2r- 
liament  only,  were  competent  to  reach  and  extermioatc  ih: 
evil  in  its  inmoft  r^ccffcs,  and  once  more  relieve  the  mofi  cc- 
fervins  body  of  men,  the  pride  and  glopy  of  this  coontrr, 
its  beft  bulwark,  and  laft  refuge  in  the  moment  of  diftre^. 
from  ffce  accumulated  oppreffions  and  injuries  they  at  prcien! 
laboured  under. 

On  the  fecond  point  contained  in  the  noble  Duke's  propc- 
fition,  he  ihould  content  himfelf  with  a  very  few  word«. 
Captain  Baillie  had  publifhed  a  book ;  he  fcarcely  beIiev;J 
there  was  any  Lord  prefent  who  doubted  of  the  truth  of  tb: 
tnoft  material  fads  therein  aflerted  :  if  any  fuch  were  prt- 
fcnt,  he  was  not  one  of  them ;  he  was  pcrfuadcd  that  ther 
confifted  of  a  very  fmall  number.  In  point  of  law,  he  w  ^j'J 
not  undertake  to  defend  every  paffage  in  Captain  BaillicN 
book;  he  might  be  intemperate,  hafty,  and  not  well  war- 
ranted in  every  fingle  minute  circumftance.  Some  of  lb: 
matters  therein  fet  forth  might  be  libellous;  but  allowing  v^ 
worft,  and  qualifying  the  moft  meritorious  part  of  Capt.iz 
Bailhe^s  conduft,  he  thought  him  a  very  deferving  man  ;  : 
man  to  whom  his  country  was  highly  indebted  ;  a  man  who-- 
cvery  honeft  feaman  muft  for  ever  revere  ;  a  man  whom  •!: 
prefent  and  future  penfioners  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  ou^  '. 
to  look  up  to  with  gratitude,  afFeftion,  he  might  ad  J,  ver,J- 
ration  ;  no  man  merited  it  more,  and  he  was  fure,  long  2'- 
ter  the  prefent  fcene  was  paffed,  his  memory  would  conticr 
dear  to  every  difabled  or  fuperannuatcd  feaman^  as  long  » 
the  charity  itfclf  fubfifted. 

What  had  Captain  Baillie  done  ?  He  flood  forth  the  fcv 
man's  friend,  at  the  rifque,  almoft  at  the  certainty  of  h 
own  perfonal  ruin,  and  the  overthrow  of  his  private  forttm: 
Convinced  from  every  motite  of  juftice,  and  every  groiir. 
of  reafon  and  law,  he  endeavoured  to  recover  thoic  wel. 
earned  rights  which  the  Britifli  feamcn  had  been  deprive: 
of ;  refolved  to  penlh  or  fucceed,  he  trufted  every  thing  t? 
the  hazardous  ifi'ue.  In  his  zeal  for  the  profeffion  to  v\hi:i: 
he  belonged,  he  committed  almoft  every  thing;  he  commit- 
ted his  prefent  means  and  future  profpefts,  in  the  very  ucc 
qual  conleft  with  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  aU  thoit 
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^onnefted  with  the  admiralty -board,  who,  as  he  muft  know 
their  difpofitions,  could  have  but  little  doubt  of  their  ability 
to  crufh  him.  Like  other  reformers,  he  had  fallen  a  viftim 
to  prejudice,  party  rage,  perfecntion,  and  fclf-intcreft.  Like 
the  firft  reformers,  Luther,  Calvin,  and  John  Knox,  though 
crufhcd,  over-looked,  or  neglefted  in  the  jcontention,  he 
would,  like  them,  leave  behind  him  not  only  a  tcftimony  of 
his  zeal  in  a  good  canfe,  but  demonftrate  that  he  preferred^ 
the  eafe,  comfort,  and  content  of  numbers  yet  unborn,  ao 
every  motive  vvWch  is  fuppofcd  to  govern  the  aftions  of  the 
inajority  of  mankind. 

Having  cftablilhed  fully  the  public  merits  of  Captaia 
B:.illie,  and  the  vaft  obligations  the  public  at  large,  and  the 
nivy  in  particular,  owed  him,  from  the  native  diipolition  of 
the  noble  Earl,  who  had  already  offered  that  gentleman  ai» 
equivalent,  and  his  natural  love  of  juftice,  therefore  he  pre- 
I'uined  that  his  Lordfliip  would  be  one  of  the  firft  to  accede 
to  the  noble  Duke's  propofition,  for  making  a  provi'fion  for 
that  much  injured  officer  ;  and  the  rather,  as  the  noble  Earl, 
by  all  that  he  could  perceive,  had  no  reafon  to  think  diffe- 
rently of  Captain  Baillie,  fince  he  pledged  his  honour,  upon 
certain  conditions,  to  procure  an  equivalent  for  him.  If  it 
was  an  aft  of  juftice  at  Chriftmas,  it  was  fo  ftill ;  that  it  was^ 
he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  bccaufe  he  would  never  fop- 
pofe  that  the  noble  Lord,  from  any  perfonal  confideration 
merely  afFefting  himfelf,  could  be  induced  to  make  a  public 
provifion  for  an  undeferving  man.  His  Lordfliip,  after  go- 
ing very  fully  into  the  cqnduft  of  the  court  of  direftors, 
relative  to  the  renewing  the  contraft  wMth  Mcllifh,  the  but- 
cher, concluded  his  fpeech  with  expreffing  his  hearty  aii'eiK  to 
the  refolution  mov^d  by  the  noble  Duke. 

Earl  oiMansfald  faid,  he  entered  into  the  important  di'buf-  lari  of 
(Tion  under  confideration  with  fome  zeal,  and  was  anxious  MamJUld. 
to  confidcr  the  queftion  in  all  its  parts.  His  Lordfhip  took 
uithin  his  view  every  particular  head.  He  recapitulated  the 
evidence  on  both  fides.  He  oppofed  pofitive  alTertions  to 
pofitive  affcrtions.  He  diftinguifhed  what  was  pofitive  from 
what  was  a  degree  ftiort  of  it,  or  bordered  upon  conditional. 
He  marked  the  difference  between  belief  and  perfuafion,  and 
perfualion  and  conviftion  arifing  from  faAs.  And  finally, 
went  fo  far  as  to  deal  oot  meafures  of  probability  and  poffi- 
bility,  and  fhewed  how  direftly  they  preponderated  in  fa- 
\our  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty. 
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'  His  Lordfhip  then  proceed^  d  to  give  an  aceoant  of  the 
whole  proceedings  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  and  fDllowed 
^r.  Morgah^  in  ev^y  one  of  his  n /^ />ri«i  t^etails,  and  chat 
gentleman's  arrangements,  when  employed  by  the  perfons 
charged  in  Captain  Batltie's  book  before  the  committee  of  di- 
reAors  in  Greenwich  Hofpiul,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
foundation  of  the  complaints  ftated  in  the  faid  publication. 
He  allowed,  that  Mellifli,  the  contradting  butcher,  had  been 
twiceconvided  in  large  penalties,  for  felling  bull-beef,  but  his 
^ordihiphad  the  candour  and  generofiry  to  acknowledge,  as 
Mr.  Morgan  well  proved,  that  he  alone  [Lord  Mansfield] 
was  the  innocent  caufe  of  the  laft  compromife  ;  tor  after 
Melli(h,  who  he  contended  did  not  defene  to  fit  in  the  pil- 
lory for  a  fraud,  as  had  been  haftily  aflerted  by  tht  noble  Duke 
who  made  the  motion»  refufed  pofitively  to  agree  to^any  com- 
fn-omife,  but  to  try  the  iiTue,  fomething  had  fallen  from  him 
^tbe  noble  Lord]  from  the  bench,  which  imparted  a  wifh  or 
recommendttion  to  compromife  the  matter.  Upon  this  hint, 
thrown  out  accidentally  by  him«  both  parties  fremcd  difpa- 
ied  to  agr«e ;  but  fo  far  from  agreeing  to  pay  ten  penalties  to- 
ftead  of  a  hundred,  being  a  motive  with  Mellifli  to  fuboiit 
that  judgment  (hould  be  given  in  default  for  tbofe  ten  penal- 
ties, it  fiill  remained  a  matter  of  great  doubt  with  him,  w&e- 
iber  one  of  them  could  be  legally  recovered. 

Much  had  been  urged^  on  either  hand,  oh  two  points  inclu- 
ded in  the  particular  part  of  the  enquiry,  relative  to  the  con- 
t^a£Hng  butcher  ;  firit,  rcfpe^ing  the  difEcultv  of  the  proof 
relative  to  the  buU-becf  :  fecondiy,  the  impropriety  of  conn- 
jauing  to  deal  with  Mclliih,  after  hrs  fuppofed  dcrlinquehcy. 

Oil  the  firft  point  he  could  only  fay,  that  Mr.  Mellifti's  crn- 
tra&  was  to  furnifh  the  very  bc{\  ox,  or  bullock  beefy  whtch 
in  a  ilrid  view  wasalmoft  impofiible,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  were  to  ufc  it ;  becaufe  the  difi^rence  between  the  verv 
bcft^  a  degree  fomewhat  inferior,  or  middling,  was  very  dif- 
ficult to  be  afcertained  ;  nay,  according  to  the  diftribution  of 
legal  juftice,  beyond  the  cognizance  of  the  confcietice  of  a 
jury.  Perfons  who  had  formed  their  expedations  on  the  very 
bcdft,  might  dc^m  that  of  a  quality  fomewhat  inferior,  or  ihe 
middling  kind,  to  be  bull,  when  it  was  really  ox,  and  perhaps 
good  ox  beef ! 

Qn  the  fecond  point,  th9t«>f  cpntinuing  to  deal  with  Mel- 
^  liO),  after  his  Aril  and  iecoivd  con? tftion^  there  wcie  many 

good  feafons.  No  complaint  of  any  kind  (witnefs  the  com- 
plaint in  the  infirmary)  bad  been  made  againft  thecontrading 
bmcher^Dce  1775  ^  he  had  provided  the  hoipital  with  the 
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beft  of  meat  of  every  kind  ;  hfi  had  offered  or  engaged  for  thi 
toweft  price  $  and  of  courfc,  by  the  conftitution  of  the  ho* 
fpital,  became  intiiled  to  the  preference ;  and  his  cxtcnfive 
dealings  prefented  a  fecurity  to  the  hofpital,  for  the  due  per- 
formance of  his  contrad,  which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
any  other  butcher  to  give. 

His  Lordibip,  after  havihg  dwelt  for  upwards  of  half  all 
hour  upon  the  contrafting  butcher,   and  Very  ably  defended 
him  and  his  friends,  entered  into  the  queftion,  what  light 
Captain  Baillie  flood  in  before  the  committee*     Capt«  Baillie 
had  publilhed  a  book  containing  very  ferious  charges  againft 
almoft  every  perfon  concerned  in  the  government  and  dire£tioa 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  had  not  been  able  to  bring  proof 
of  a  matter  of  criminal  charge  home  to  any  one  of  the  par- 
ties ;  fo  far  Captain  Baillie  was  highly  blameable,  inA  whexi 
he  made  the  charges  he  moft  certainly  pledged  bimfelf  to 
maintain  what  he  affirmed^  or  tacitly  confentra  to  abide  tht 
confequences.     But  the  learned  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  faid,  ht 
had  a  freehold  in  his  office,  and  could  not  be  legally  removed 
but  for  an  a^ual  abufe  in  exerciiing  of  his  office.     N6  fuch  , 
thing  was  pretended,  confequeiitly  his  removal  was  unjuft  and 
illegal.     If  illegal.  Captain  Baillie  had  a  remedy,  and   (hould 
feeic  it ;  it  was  not  competent  to  that  Houfe  to  interpofe* 
The  noble  Duke*3  motion  indeed  imported  as  much^  for  it 
could  hardly  be  prefumed  that  the  noble  Duke  would  have 
moved  for  redrefs  while  the  law  lay  open  and  prefented  tht 
means  of  obtaining  it.     The  truth  was.  Captain  Baillie  had 
no  freehold  in  his  office,  to  prove  which  it  would  be  only  ne-^  ' 
ceflary  to  briefly  (late  what  amounted  to  fuch  a  tenure,  which 
he  looked  upon  to  be  of  two  forts ;  namely,  by  a  title  under 
letters  patent,  or  the  King's  commiffion  for  life^  or  during 
good  behaviour.    Was  either  the  cafe  here  ?  Not  at  all ;  Cap- 
tain Baillie  was  appointed  by  a  warrant  from  the  admiralty* 
board,  which  at  all  times  had  a  power  of  difplacing  or  fufpeil- 
ding  him,  whenever  they  thought  proper.    The  fame  ilio- 
tives  which  gave  birth  to  the  appointment,  would  at  all  times 
juftify  the  difconti nuance  of  him  in  office  :   nor  could  be  (ee 
that  Captain  Baillie  fuffered  any  greater  hardihtp  in  being  dlf« 
fiiified,  than  he  would  had  he  never  been  appointed  :  his  ap« 
pf>ointment  was  a  favour,  to  which  he  had  no  claim^  nor  had 
ke  a  rieht  to  complaifi  when  that  favour  was  withdrawn. 
!     His Xrordlkip  again  fpoke  to  the  conftitution  of  the  nevi^    " 
kharter,  and  tnade  a  very  long  reply  to  Lord  Camden's  argu- 
nient,  relative  to  the  abridging  of  the  popular  poU^fs  vefted  : 

by  th«  original  ch  ner  in  the  governors,  dirtdots,  general 

F  p  p  a  court. 
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court,  &c.   in  which   he  laid  down  the  following  pofition : 
*•  That  the  fewer  hands  power  was  placed  in  the  better^  and 
flill  the  more  To,  if  veded  in,a  (ingle  hand,  bccaufe  he  couU 
be  made  refponfible :   whereas   numbers  combined  together, 
are  better  able  to  perpetrate  injuftice,  to  ihift  from  one  to  cbe 
other,  to  exclude  detedion  and  evade  punifhment,  and,  if 
prefled  clofely,  to  defend  by  their  power,  numbers  and  influ- 
ence, the  crimes  or  injuftice  they  have  committed.*'      For 
which   reafon,  fo   far   from   dif;ipproving  of  the   alteratioa 
in  the  charter,  by  which  the  executjve  power  of  the  wbols 
l3ody  had  become  veiled  in   the  admiralty- board,  or  the  hrlt 
Lord  of  the  admiralty  for  the  time  being  ;  he  thought  it  a 
very  great  improvement.      Heretofore,   the  admiralty-boird 
might  throw  the  blame  on  the  general  court,  or  court  of  di- 
re(Sors,  and  jhey  back  again  upon  the  admiralty-board  ;  but 
by  placing  the  whole  of  the  executive  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  latter,  they  were  made  anfwevable  as  well  for  their  own 
particular  part,. as  for  the  general  condud,  managemeat,  anJ 
dircflion  of  every  inferior  department. 

After  anfwcring  almoft  every  objection  of  the  noble  Duke 
who  made  the  motion,  on  every  material  charge  of  abufe,  \n 
'nearly  the  fame  manner,  he  was  no  lefs  eloquent  and  conrin- 
cing  in  his  law  argument,  in  reply  to  the,noble  and  Icarnaii 
Lord  whofpoke  laft,  in  matters  of  mere  laW  ariiing  from  ibe  1 
dodrines  laid  down  by  that  noble  Lord,  relative  to  the  origi-  I 
fial  conftitution  of  the  hofpitah 

He  faid,  the  words  of  the  charter  would  feem  to  fupport  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord's  interpretation  upon  a  tranficnt  viewt 
but  it  was  not  words,  but  what  was  the  fenfe  put  upon  thue 
words,  by  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  and  his  affiftantcoun- 
fel,  which'  w<is  to  determine  in  the  prefent  inftance  i  mofi 
certainly  to  appoint  landmen  to  civil  ofEces.  His  rora! 
highnefs  had  appointed  fuch  noeR,  by  the  evidence  00  tbc 
table  ;  it  appeared  he  had  twenty-one  on  the  £rft  forma- 
tiun  of  the  charity.  He  perfedly  relied  on  what  the  ao^ 
ble  Duke  had  faid,  as  to  the  iive  feameo,  t»  far  as  the  noble 
Duke  was  informed  ;  but,  as  a  parliamentary  document,  be 
"could  never  fubfcribe  to  it,  or  coofent  to  argue  upon  it,  as  a 
parliamentary  authority  ;,beride&  what  did  it  prove,  if  grart- 
rJ  in  it&  fullcft  extent  ?  Nu  more  than  that  five  out  of  thv 
twenty-one,  dated  to  have  been  landmen  in  Maule's  lift,  we.r 
feamen,  or  fca-faxing  perfons  ^  the  fairdedudion  from  whiw  1 
W3S,  that  the  other  fixteen  were  landmen* 

His  Lordihip  then  replied,  with  equal  abilities  and  candour. 
.t.u  confidcr  cvei)'lc£^  ubje6iton  fiarted  by  Lord  Camden  i  anc 

^  4>  "       '  ^  con- 
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concluded  with  a  very  florid  eulogium  on  the  virtues  and  tran- 
fcendent  abilities  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty. 
The  queftion  being  put  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  mo- 


tion 


The  Houfe  divided  ;  contents  25,  not  contents  67.    The 
25  Contents  were  the  following. 
Duke  of  Richmond,  £arl  of  Abingdon, 

Grafton,  Harcourt, 

Bolton,  Eiizwilliam, 

Portland,  Spenfer, 

Devonlhire,  Vifcount  Hereford, 

Manchefter,  Lord  Abergavenny, 

i      'Ancafter,  DcFerrars, 

Marquis  of  Rockingham,  King 

Karl  of  Effingham,  Ravenfworth, 

Pembroke,  Wycombe, 

Ferrers,  Camden, 

Jcrfcy,  Foley. 

Radnor, 
As  Toon  as  the  queftion  was  difpofed  of,  a  feceffion  of  the 
minority  members  inftantly  took  place  ;  the  Duke  q(  Rich- 
mond  having  given  notice  of  his  intention  of  leading  the 
way:  after  which  the  three  following  motions  were  made, 
and  carried  fl«m.  c^n. 

E9jI  Baiiurji  moved,    "  That  nothing  hath  appeared  in  £»l  ^4n 
the  courfeof  this  enquiry  which  calls  for  any  interpofition  of^^'^'fi' 
the  Icgiflature,  with  regard  to  the  management  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  or  which  makes  the  fame  neceffary  or  proper/' 

Lord  Dudley^  *'  That  the  book  which  was  referred  to  this  tof<ii>«rf- 
commiuee,  intitled,  tbe  Cafe  of  the  royal  hofpital  for  fcamen  ^' 
at  Greenwich,  contains  a  groundlefs  and  malicious  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  conduft  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  and  others, 
the  cemmiffioners,  directors,  and  officers  of  Greenwich  Ho* 
fpital,  with  regard  to  tbe  management  thereof." 

And  the  Duke  of  Chandosy  *'  That  it  has  appeared  to  this  Duke  of 
committee,  that  the  revenues  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  havc^^«^«" 
been  confiderably  incceaf^d,  the  buildijigs  much  enlarged, 
and  rendered  more  commodious,  and  the  number  of  penfio* 
ners  greatly  augmented,  .dvrittg  the  time  in  which  the£ar)  of 
Sandwich  has  been  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  who  has, 
upon  all  occafions,  ihewn  great  attention  and  impartjaliaty  in 
forwarding  the  true  end  of  that  noble  foundation,*' 

June  8. 
Tbe  fervants  and  houfe  tax  bills  read  a  fecond  time  rcfpec- 

tively  and  committed. 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


478  P  A  R  L  I  A  M  E  N  t  A  R  Y      A.  tj']§. 

The  I^uke  of  Richciiainii,  IVfarquit  of  RockingbaMi  aiMi 
Earls  of  Ferrers  and  Effinghjm  oppofe4  the  bilb ;  they  were 
anfwered  folely  by  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  none  of  the  cabi- 
net miniftcrs  were  prefent  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  feveral 
^ueftions  put  to  the  King's  fcrvants  of  the  ftate  of.  the  na- 
tion, refpeding  our  refources,  alliances,  difpofition  of  fo- 
reign courts,  &r«  The  condud  of  Spain  refpeAing  her^ne- 
diation  between  Great.Britain  and  France,  was  fpqken  of, 
and  it  was  afierted  with  confidence  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond,  that  the  mediation  had  finally  terminated  for  fome 
days  'y  the  fad  was  not  denied,  nor  acknowledged. 

The  convi3  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed.  This  produced  a  (hort  debate,  but  the  Houfe  did 
not  divide/  Earl  of  Effingham  being  the  only  peiibo  who 
fpoke  againft  it,  his  chief  objeAion  arofe  on  account  of  the 
inequality  of  the  mode  and  extent  of  puoifliaKnt  prefcribed, 
and  the  indifcriminate  application  of  it  to  grand  uid  petty 
larceny. 

The  bill  to  prevent  fmuggling  was  likewife  icad  a  fecond 

lime,  and  committed.     Objefiions  were  taken  to  this  bill  by 

the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lord  Effingbaii»«    They  piomi* 

fed  to  enter  more  fully  into  their  obfeAions  in  the  coaiaiictce* 

The  clerk  of  the  affise  bill,  went  through  a  commkiee,  and 

while  there,  gave  birth  to  a  debate  of  upwards  of  four  liours, 

which  chiefly  turned  upon  a  matter  of  p^rfontl  alteicatton 

between  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on  one  fide  and  the  Lord 

Chancellor  and  Lord  Stormoiit  on  the  other,   rehitive  to  the 

noble  Vifcount's  late  appointment  to  the  place  of  derk  of  she 

pleas-fide,  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench. 

Duke  of  The  Duke  of  Richmond  having  faid,  that  fuch  a  place  as 

J^icbmuJ.    that  of  a  clerk,  was  not  becoming  the  dignity  of  a  peer  of 

Parliament,  bis  Grace  was  anfwcied  by 
horACbaw-      The  Lord  Cbancelkr  who  feeming  to  difcovcr  a  dcfimed 
€iUor.         contempt  thrown  upon  the  ancient  gentry  rf  the  kingmm, 
reprehended  the  condud  of  thofe  noble  Lofda,  who  were  con- 
ft^ntly  exalting   thcmfelves  and  undervaluing  every  pcrfon 
without  diftindion,  who  was  of  inferior  rank. 
Duke  of         ^^^  Duke  of  Richmond iiicWim^Ukj  fuch  idea  ;  faid  one 
JiidactjJ.    gentleman  was  as  good  as  anotlicr  i  but  ftill  contended  that  a 
clerk's  place  in  a  court  of  law,  waa  not  a  place  fuited  to  Hie 
rank  and  dignity  of  a  peer  o(  Parliament* 

No  debate. 
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JwiilO. 

A  great  deal  of  public  bufinefs,  no  debate ;  but  on  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bj}l,  for  refiraining  the  Eaft-India  divi- 
dends, for  a  limited  time, 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  rofe  to  oppofe  its  being  fent  to  a 
committee.     He  laid  Parliament  were  bound  by  compadi  to 
the  India  company  upon   certaia  conditions  agreed  to  by  aii  Dokeof  , 
^a  paffed  ivk  the  fpring  feflion  of  1773.  ru:hmo»d. 

By  that  96t^  the  company  being  then  in  a  ftate  of  aAual 
bankruptcy,  were  fupported  by  the  public  credit  of  the  nation. 

Jt  was  then  agreed  that  exchequer  bills  fhould  be  ifTued  by 
government  to  the  amount  of  1,400,000!.  which  was  the 
amount  of  the  debt  the  company  owed  io  the  proportion  of 
900,000^  to  government,  and  500,000).  to  the  Bank. 

The  prime  condition  of  this  loan  was,  that  the  coiDpany 
ihould  not  till  this  loan  was  difcharged^  divide  more  than  6  . 
per  cent  on  their  capital  ;  that  after  that  event  ihould  take 
place,  they  might  divide  7  per  cent  and  no  more,  till  after  - 
they  had  paid  oiF  1,500,000!.  of  their  bond  debts,  and 
the  z6t  was  to  continue  in  force  till  the  year  1778,  or 
till  the  concluflon  of  the  then  feffion  of  Parliament ;  all 
thefe  feveral  contingencies  had  taken  place.  The  1,400,000!. 
borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  government,  was  paid  off  j 
fo  was  the  i,5'>o,0oc!.  bond  debt;  and  laftly,  the  period 
to  which  the  operation  of  the  aft  was  extended,  was  on 
the  eve  of  being  terminated ;  he  therefore  thought  the  bill 
tiow^  before  their  Lordfhips  was  a  wanton  and  oppreffivc 
interpaittion  of  the  legiflative  controul  of  Parliament,  becaufc 
every  motive  for  paiHng  the  laft  bill  had  ccafcd,  both  as  to 
time  and  neceffity  j  his  Grace  farther  obferved  that  the  pre- 
fent  bill  wanted  a  fandion  the  other  had,  for  Parliament  took 
the  affairs  of  the  company  into  coniideration,  upon  an  appli- 
cation for  relief,  on  account  of  their  then  diftrcfled  circum- 
ftances  ;  whereas  now  their  afFairs  were  in  the  moft  flourifli- 
ing  condition  and  they  had  made  no  application  to  Parliament 
cither  direiHy  or  indirc6lly. 

To  reftrain  the  company  under  fucb  circumftances,  in  or- 
der to  extort  affiftance  from  them,  was  little. better  than  pu- 
blic robbery ;  .it  could  only  be  jufttfied  upon  the  ground  of  ne- 
.  ceffity,  the  tyrants  plea ;  and  in  his  opinion  would  be  pro- 
dudhve  of  very  bad  confequences,  and  carried  adtual  inju- 
ftice  on  the  very  face  of  it. 

His  Grace  found  great  fault  with  a  pafiage  in  the  preamble 
of  it,  which  implied  or  rather  avowed  a  claim-to  the  territori- 
^  acquifitions  tn^de  by  the  cpmp^ny  in  Uidia.    This  he  faid» 

was 
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was  a  claim  made  in  an  indirect  manner,  in  order  to  eftablifli 
a  real  claim  upon  it  hereafter.  He  contended,  that  the  crown 
had  no  right  to  the  territoria)  acquifitions,  as  they  had  beea 
granted  to  the  company,  under  the  authority  of  Parltamcnf ; 
nor  could  they  uow  be  appropriated  to  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  without  the  grofleft  violation  of  parliamentary  faith; 
but  even  though  thole  territorial  acquifitions  might  be  di- 
vcfted  out  of  the  company,  it  was  to  the  laft  degree  abfurd  and 
unfounded,  to  fay  they  belong  to  the  crown,  when  it  was  well 
know,  that  they  muft  belong  to  the  public. 
toM  CbaH'  The  Lord  Chancellor  replied,  that  there  was  nothing  new  nor 
€eUor.  fpecifxc  in  the  prefent  bill.     It  created,  nor  afTerted  no  light 

it  had,  or  might  have.  It  was  calculated  merely  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  continuing  the  prefent  law  to  the  end  of  the  next  fcf- 
fion  of  Parliamcnr. 

In  the  company's  diftrefles  in  1773,  he  well  remembered, 
that  thCy  applied  to  Parliament  for  relief.  Parliament  grant- 
ed the  relief  defi red,  upon  certain  conditions  \  they  were  ftill 
in  |>eing,  and  the  bill  meant  no  more  than  to  continue  thofe 
.  conditions  in  exiftence  till  the  legiflature  had  leisure  to  renew 
the  old  oneS)  to  extend  them,  or  enter  into  a  frefh  agree- 
ment. 

As  for  the  exprefTion  the  nobleiDuk6  had  quarrelled  with, 
he  could  not  fee  the  leaft  caufe  of  obje<'^ion.  It  was  the  con- 
ftitutional  and  cuftomary  language  invariably  ufcd  on  fuch 
occafions.  The  crown  repre(cnced  the  ftate,  and  held  what- 
ever was  thus  acquired  in  truft  for  the  nation.  No  perfon 
thought  or  pretended  to  inflnuate,  that  the  crown  had  an  e%- 
clufive  property  in  thofe  poflcflions.  His  Mijrfty  in  this,  as 
well  as  many  other  inftances,  takes  by  reprcfcntation  what 
properly  belongs  to  the  people,  or  rather  to  the  ftate.  This 
waa  called  theyi/j  corona  ;  but  it  would  be  abfurd,  however, 
to  fay,  that  what  he  held  in  truft  was  a  fpecific  property, 
vcfted  in  him  in  his  mere  perfonal  capacity,  and  which  he 
could  appropriate  to  his  own  peculiar  ufe,  without  the  con- 
fent,  advice,  and  approbation  of  his  parliament. 

After  fome  further  dtfbate  of  little  confequence,  the  quef- 
tion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided  ;  contents  25,  not-con- 
tents  -,  5.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed,  and 
the  Hcufe  adjourned  to  the  next  day. 

June  II. 
Earl  of  Earl  of  Coventry^  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the  vote  o*  ere* 

Coventry,      ^it  bill,  fpoke  oH.thc  ftate  of  the  nation,  relative  to  its  con- 
nection with  America,  its  internal  refources,  the  ability  and 

prefeoc 
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prefent  views  of  foreign  powers,  and  the  particular  dirpofition 
and  diftreiTes  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 

His  Lord/hip  then  entered  into  feveral  details  on  this  Tub- 
jedl,  and  fpolce  a  confiderable  time  on  the  great  improprfety  of 
the  Parliament  rifing  at  fo  critical  a  moment,  a  moment  per- 
haps fo  very  critical,  that  no  man  could  undertake  to  promife, 
that  their  Lordfhips  would  ever  again  aiTemble  in  that  Houfe. 

He  faid  before  that  Houfe  could  venture  to  give  a  fandlion 
to  the  bill  now  about  to  be  read,  he  could  not  refift  that  part 
of  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  as  a  peer  of  Parliament,  which 
urged  him  to  declare  his  fentiments  in  moments  of  fuch  great 
exigency  as  the  prefent.  He  wifhed,  however,  to  be  under- 
ftood,  as  by  no  means  wifhing  to  impede  or  obftrud  the  grant-» 
ing  of  fupplies;  they  were  neceflary  at  all  times,  much  more 
in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger :  he,  therefore,  affured  their 
Lordfhips,  that  he  would  be  one  of  the  laft  men  in  that  Houfe^ 
who  would  wifh  or  endeavour  to  clog  the  wheels  of  govern- 
ment  in  mere  money  matters ;  but  as  he  had  uniformity  done 
from  the  beginning,  and  fliould  ever  continue  to  do^  he  would 
oppofe  every  vote  whether  leading  to  afls  of  mere  legiflation, 
-or  finance,  that  had  the  further  profccution  of  the  American 
war  for  its  obje£t. 

He  begged  that  their  Lordfhips,  without  paffion  or  preju- 
dice, would  ferioufly  refleil  upon  the  prefent  flate  of  Europe, 
France  united  in  the  flriftefl  bonds  of  amity  with  America, 
and  the  condud  of  Spain  at  befl  doubtful ;  but  in  all  proba- 
bility really  hoftile,  and  to  counterbalance  this  very  formida- 
ble and  alarming  combination  of  power,  not  a  fingle  ally  from 
Archangel  to  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar;  but  if  appearancei 
were  to  weigh,  rather  an  unkind  and  unfriendly  afpe£l  from 
every  court  in  Europe.  Indeed,  fuch  was  the  prefent  impref-* 
Aon  made  upon  every  unprejudiced  and  intelligent  mind,  that 
theprofped  which  terminated  the  view  on  every  fide,  was  the 
melancholy  alternative  of  difrobing  ourfelves  of  our  wonted 
national  reputation,  power,  and  dignity,  or  being  compelled 
to  fight  for  our  all,  our  very  altars  and  firefides. 

For,  fuppofing  that  Spain  fhould  join  with  France,  which 
was  far  ffom  being  improbable,  would  not  fuch  1  combina- 
tion of  naval  force  be  infinitely  fuperior  to  our  utmofl  exer^ 
tions^  even  in  the  opinion  of  the  mofl  zealous  and  confident  t 
Would  not  our  (bores  be  infulred  by  a  proud,  incenfed,  and 
xnfuhing  enemy  ?  Would  not  our  naval  arfenals  be  open  to 
the  pledatory  attacks  of  French,  Spaniards,  and  Americans  ? 
Would  not  France  retaliate  upon  us  their  lofies,  and  the  dif* 
£racei  tbejr  fuffercd  diiriflg  the  late  war  i    Would  not  Spain  * 

Vpl,XII  aqq  en- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  i)7f 

endetvottr  to  avenge  her  former  fuppofed  ir^juries,  and  in  all 
probability  would  not  the  exafperated  Americans  retaliate  on 
us»  with  thofe  horrid  inftruments  of  butchery  the  tomobawi^ 
and  fcalping  knife  ? 

As  to  Ireland,  no  man,  miniftcr,  courtier,  or  dependcnti 
was  hardy  enough  to  fay,  that  that  country  niuft  not  have  re- 
lief  and  redrefs,  for  the  innumerable  oppreOions  and  hardfliips 
de  had  fnflained  for  more  than  half  a  century.  T  he  ftatc  of 
that  country  afForded  no  longer  a  fit  fubjedfor  fpcculativc  po- 
litical reafonin^.  When  he  faid  this,  he  was  far,  perhaps, 
from  going  thelengths  propofed  by  fcveralof  his  noble  iriends, 
but  fome  relief  (he  muft  have,  and  that  efFedual  relief.  He 
was  far  from  offering  to  point  out  the  particular  fprcies  of 
relief,  but  thofe  who  gave  or  propofed  it,  fhould  confider  well 
the  fubjedl  in  all  it6  parts  and  relative  confequenccs  ;  and  uice 
care  while  they  adminiftcred  the  relief,  that  neither  kingdom 
(hould  have  any  juft  ground  for  diirattsfadtion  or  Jifcontent ; 
becaufe  in  that  cafe,  the  remedy  would  be  partial,  whicn, 
when  common  and  reciprocal  interefts  were  concerned,  woUiJ 
operate  as  injuftice  to  one  of  the  parties. 

Under  fuch  a  variety  of  circumftanccs,  portending  exter- 
na) danger  and  iiiternal  weaknefs,  his  Lordfhip  trufted,  chic 
Parliament  would  not  thinjc  of  rifmg.  He  did  not  controverc 
that  acknowledged  inherent  prerogative  in  the  crown,  to  dif* 
folve  or  prorogue  Parliament  ^  but  he  hoped  that  minifters 
would  abltain  trom  the  exercife  of  that  influence,  which  they 
•  had  fo'  fuccefsfully,  but  fo  fatally  rendered  predominant  on 
former  occafions.  That  Houfe  might  be  diil'olved  or  pro- 
rogued, it  was  true,  at  the  King's  pleafure  i  but  he  tmfled, 
that  his  Majefty's  miniders  would  not  advife  him,  at  fo  alarm- 
ing a  crifis  as  the  prefent,  to  forego  the  affiance  of  Parlia* 
tnent.  The  conjundure  was  fuch,  as  this  country  never  be- 
fore experienced  ;  and  fuch  ccnlequently,  as  could  not  beob- 
je(2cd  to  on  the  ground  of  any  former  precedent. 
SMl«f  The  Earl  of  EJfingham  chiefly  confined   his  obfervations  t» 

Mfribsm.  the  mere  matter  of  finance,  on  which  he  fpoke  very  fully. 
His  Lordfhip  ftated  the  debtor  and  creditor  fide  of  the  budget, 
and  entered  into  a  great  variety  of  computatit^ns,  relative  to 
the  new  loans  ard  its  probable  effects,  on  the  whole  fyftem  of 
borrowing  and  fundiifg  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  la- 
mented much  the  great  quantity  of  negotiable  paper,  which 
would  of  courfe  get  into  market.  Upwards  oi  five  oillioos 
navy  bills,  a  million  vote  of  credit,  exchequer  bills  one  mil- 
^  lion  and  an  half;  new  exchequer,  one  rhillion  nine  hundred 
thouland  pounds^  befides  the  new  aavy  bills,  in  ihe  whole  up- 
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ivards  of  ten  millions.  He  faid,  while  fuch  vaft  funis  were 
kept  in  circulation,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  obtain  money 
Upon  perpetual  fecurities,  at  any  reafonable  premium  ;  the 
confequence  of  which  would  be,  if  the  war  continued  but  for 
a  few  years,  that  national  bankruptcy  muft  follow.  But  if 
what  was  much  fpoken  of  for  fome  days  paft  was  true,  he 
feared,  that  national  bankruptcy  would  become  an  objcft  of 
very  inferior  confideration  ;  Tor  he  underftood  that  Spain  aa 
longer  aded  as  a  mediator  between  the  courts  of  London  and 
Verfailles,  He  did  not  wi(b  to  draw  forth  court  fecrets,  or 
reafons  of  ftate  ;  but  he  had  fome  ground  to  believe,  that 
Spain,  ini^ead  of  continuing  to  mediate  in  an  amicable,  friend- 
ly manner,  would  avow  herfelf  a  declared  enemy  ;  and  though  ' 
he  did  not  mean  to  draw  any  conclufion  from  the  filence  of 
minift^rs,  he  was  led  to  think,  if  they  had  any  afiurance  of  a 
Spanilh  neutrality  worthy  to  be  relied  on,  that  they  would  be 
|he  firft  to  proclaim  it. 

If  minifters  knew  all,  and  refufed  to  tell  any  thing,  how 
was  it  poflible  that  their  Lordfhips  could  zSt  in  the  capacity 
of  counfdlors  to  their  Sovereign  ?  It  was  abfurd  to  fuppofi? 
it.  As  well  might  a  phyfician  pretent  to  prefcribe  for  a  pa- 
tient, whofe  perfon  or  malady  he  was  totally  unacquainted 
with. 

If  his  information  could  be  depended  on,  he  was  juftified 
in  affirming,  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture  with  the 
court  of  Madrid,  and  that  the  force  ready  for  fea  in  the  ports 
of  Breft  and  Cadiz,  amounted  to  fixty  (hips  of  the  line.  The 
fioble  Earl,  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  had  yet  never  pre* 
tended,  liberal  as  he  was  of  his  promifes,  that  he  ihould  have 
any  thing  like  that  number.  He  begged  noble  Lords  to  con- 
fider,  what,  in  fuch  an  event,  would  be  the  condition  of 
this  country.  Would  not  the  prefence  and  co-operation  of 
Parliament  be  neceffary  ?  It  might  be  faid,  that  the  advice  of 
him  and  his  friends  was  neither  fought  nor  wanted.  He  was 
fully  aware  of  that.  Minifters  piobably  deemed  it  unworthy 
of  acceptance}  but  whatever  they  might  think,  he  could  af- 
firm upon  the  moft  unqueftionable  authority,  that  it  would  be 
the  moft  fortunate  circumftance  that  could  have  happened  for 
this  country,  that  the  admonitions  and  fads  given  and  ftated 
on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  where  he  had  the  honour  to  fit^ 
had  been  more  carefully  attended  to. 

His  Lordfliip  then  entered  into  a  very  long  inveftigation  of 
the  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  Ireland,  and  faid,  he  much 
feared  that  France  would  endeavour  to  work  more  on  the  fieam 
and  expefiations  of  Ireland,  as  an  ally  come  to  procure  free-     ^ 
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dom  and  independency  for  that  much  injured,  diftrefled,  and 
opprefied  kingdom,  than  as  an  enemy  coming  fiuihed  with 
vain  and  Improvident  expe^ations  of  conqueft. 

He  could  not  adopt  precifely  the  ideas  thrown  out  by  the  ooble 
Earl,  who  introduced  the  prefent  converfation,  that  we  ought 
Xiot  to  grant  favours  to  Ireland  in  the  way  of  trade,  or  that 
'  we  could  neither  grant  nor  give  redrefs,  at  the  expence  of  our 
own  manufaSurers ;  and  that  whatever  might  be  done,  ought 
to  be  adopted  with  great  caution  ;  for  he  could  readily  point 
out  two  meafures,  Wh  of  which,  inifead  of  injuring  our  own 
manufaftures,  would  effentially  ferve  them.  The  firft  was, 
to  permit  Ireland  to  manufa£ture  her  own  wool ;  the  fccond, 
letting  her  into  a  full  paiticipation  of  the  whole  of  thi  cot- 
ton,  Imen  and  cotton  ^oods,  painted  or  ftained.  The  free  ex- 
ports of  woollens  would  totally  cut  up  that  of  France,  which 
in  the  fine  fabrics,  could  not  lubfift  a  fingle  year,  if  the  Irifh 
fupply  of  raw  wool  (hould  be  prevented,  which  muft  be  the 
cafe,  if  permitted  to  work  it  up  themfelves  j  and  as  for  the 
cotton  and  ftriped,  and  painted  and  ftained  linens,  there  was  a 
demand  in  Europe  for  thofe  articles,  more  than  fuflicient  for 
the  fupplv  that  the  greateft  exertions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land could  produce. 

France  had  already  rivalled  us  in  our  woollen  trade  to  Tur- 
key, Portugal,  ^c.  '  She  was  making  a  very  great  progrefs  in 
the  cotton  and  mixed  linen  ;  and  parts  of  Germany,  Switzer* 
land,  and  Auftrian,  and  French  Flanders,  were  making  daily 
improvements  in  the  manufadurc  of  painted  and  ftained 
goods.  So  that  the  queftion  was  not,  whether  Great- Britain 
or  Ireland  fliould  have  a  monopoly  or  fhare  of  thofe  refpedive 
branches,  but  truly  and  fairly,  whether  Great-Britain  fliould 
let  in  Ireland  for  a  part  iullead  of  transferring  it  to  France, 
Germany,  and  Holland. 
Duke  of  T'he  Duke  of  Manchefier  purfued  the  idea  of  the  noble 

Mncb^tr.  Earl  who  fpoke  laft,  refpeding  the  probable  views  of  France 
upon  Ireland,  and  her  intended  means  of  detaching  that  king- 
dom from  Great  Britain  \  and  begc'.ed  to  know  from  mini- 
fters,  whether  they  meant  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  prorogue 
Parliament  at  fo  perilous  a  crifis  ?  No  anfwer  was  returned, 
and  the  queftton  being  put  by  the  woolfack,  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  vote  of  credit  bill,  the  fame  was  refolved  in 
the  afHrmacive,  without  a  divifion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  ereft  a  gallery  over  the  lobby 
door,  over  the  entrance  from  the  painted  chamber,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  members  of  the  other  Houie,  which 
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produced  a  debate  of  fcveral  hours.     It  was  made  by  the 

Earl  of  Effingham^  and  conceived  in  the  following  terms :       Earl  of  J[f« 

**  That  an  hum*ble  adJrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to/*^**** 
equeft  that  his  Majefty  will  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  order ' 
Jie  proper  perfons  to  caufe  a  gallery  to  be  ereded  on  the 
3utfide  of  this  Houfe,  containing  four  or  more  rows  of 
>cnches  as  long  as  the  breadth  of  the  Houfe  will  admit,  for 
he  accommodation  of  fuch  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
nons  as  may  chufe  to  attend  any  trials  at  the  bar  of  this 
Houfc.'^ 

Little  was  faid  againft  the  motion  but  on  its  being  difordcr- 
y  to  introduce  any  motion  whatever  to  refcind  a  ftanding 
)rdcr  of  the  Houfe,  without  notice  given,  that  fuch  ftanding 
)rder  was  meant  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  fuch  adajr, 
ind  their  Lordfliips  to  be  uimmoncd  for  the  purpofc.  This 
vas  the  Lord  Ctxancel!or*s  argument.  Lord  Defpenfcr  to- 
ally  difapproved  of  the  regulation.  The  Duke  of  Man- 
he'ftcr  and  Lord  Townfhend  fupported  the  motion.  On  die 
|ueftion  being  put,  the  contents  were  14,  not-contenta  27. 
June  12. 

Private  bufinefs  chiefly.  Motion  made  by  Lord  Ferrers  Lord  Ftr- 
n  a  committee  on  the  bill  to  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious  ''•'*• 
rrefts,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  ten  pounds,"  and  inftead 
hereof  to  infert  **  five  pounds."  After  a  fhort  debate,  the 
ucftion  being  put  and  the  fame  palTed  in  the  negative  ;  con-^ 
;nts  for  the  amendment  3,  npt-contents  14.  Adjourned  to 
le  14th. 

June  14. 
Before  the  Houfe  proceeded  on  the  order  of  the  day.  on  n 

hich  their  Lordlhips  were  fummoned,  being  an  intended    . 
lotion  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  relative  to  the  intended  pro-> 
)gation  of  Parliament,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  rofe,  and  x)nh*  of 
id,  he  had  a  propofition  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  which^  he  . 
^ubted  not,  would  meet  with  their  Lordfliips*  approbation. 
It  related  to  Greenwich  Hofpital;    and  as  every  one  of 
leir  Lordlhips,  who  had  fpokc  or  voted  in  the  courfc  of  the 
iquiry  into  that  noble  charity,  it  might  fairly  be  prefumed^ 
oke    from  fentiment,  and  voted  from  convi&ion,  he  had 
ery  reafon  to  infer,  that  there  would  not  be  a  iecond  opi- 
on  relative  to  the  propriety  of  his  motion  ;  becaufe  every 
)ble  Lord  being  fatisfied  that  he  was  right,  would  wi(h  to 
ake   the  evidence  as  much  known  as  poffible^    and  his 
oands  of  convifiion  as  prevalent  in  every  other  breaft  at 
ey  had  been  already  in  his  own, 
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Such,  he  faid,  were  his  motives  and  the  foundation  of  his 
cxpeftations,  that  altliough  difference  of  opinion  had  bet::: 
apparent  throughout  the  whole  of  that  bufincfs,  the  prir.ci 
pie  of  perfonal  juftification,  now  alluded  to  by  him,  won*: 
be  a  principle  of  union  applicable  to  the  individaalfentiment 
of  every  noble  Lord  prefent.  In  order  therefore  to  enaL'. 
'  their  Lordfhips  to  judge  of  the  grounds  on  which  thole  rs 
folutions  refted,  he  fhould  move,  that  the  whole  of  the  cvi 
dence  be  printed,  a  motion,  he  had  every  reafoa  to  believe, 
would  not  meet  with  a  fingle  negative. 

After  this  fliort  prefatory  difcourfe,  his  Grace  mom, 
**  That  the  proceedings  on  the  enquiry  into  the  manage- 
ment of  Greenwich  rfofpital,  together  with  the  evidence  *l 
the  bar  of  this  Houfe,  be  printed.'* 

larlof  £aj.l  of  Sandwich  coincided  in  fentiment  with  the  nobl:' 

""  ^'^  '  Duke.  He  was  as  defirous  that  the  evidence  be  printed,  as 
in  his  opinion,  it  contained  a  full  juftification  of  his  condoft. 
He  had  all  along  expreffed  an  earneft  wifh  to  have  the  matter 
made  as  public  as  poilible  ;  he  had  no  reafon  now  to  adopt  a 
contrary  mode  of  conduft,  and  was  therefore  ready  to  coc- 
cur  in  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Duke,  Thefe  were  hi> 
avowed  fentiments  in  the  early  flages  of  the  enquirVy  ccr 
had  he  at  any  fubfequent  period,  the  leaft  reaibn  for  alterisg 
his  fentiments.  Such  being  his  ideas,  it  could  hardly  be  fop- 
pofed,  that  he  wifhed  to  put  a  negative  on  the  motion  midt 
by  the  noble  Duke  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  was  nothing  be 
more  earneftly  defired,  could  it  be  done  with  conveniens, 
than  to  have  the  whole  of  the  enquiry  go  out  into  the  wcr!:'. 
There  were,  as  the  matter  ftruck  him,  hut  two  objefiions; 
which  were,  that  the  evidence  was  voluminous,  and  that  tht 
expence  attending  fuch  a  publication  would  be  very  hcavv  ; 
,  ,  but  ftill  ftrong  as  thefe  obje£^ions  might  appear,  if  it  w..i 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  he  thought  thofe  confiderations  ougb 
to  give  way* 

Jl«^r^  Earl  of  Denbigh  warmly  preffed  a  compliance  with  ih 

**  '^  '  motion  made  by  the  nolile  Duke,  and  approved  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  his  Grace,  to  induce  their  Lordfhips  to  con- 
fent  to  it.  Such  a  publication  would  do  his  noble  frier..! 
[Earl  of  Sandwich]  infinite  honour  and  credit,  as  it  woulvl 
prove  to  the  Koul'e  the  folly,  or  deiigned  malice,  in  which 
the  enquiry  originated  ;  not  only  the  noble  Earl's  innocence, 
byt  hisi  high  dcfertis  rcfpefting  the  management  of  Green- 
wich Hcifpitalyib  far  a^.he  was  concerned  in  its  adminiilra- 
tion  ;  and,  finally,  that  he  had  not  only  fulfilled  his  duty 
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hirofclf,  but  had  made  tho  neccflary  arrangements  through 
the  loweft  departments  in  the  hofpitaU 

Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  had  no  manner  of  objeflion  to  the  Lord  a«s« 
motion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would  have  been  extremely  ''''*''* 
glad  that  the  form  of  their  Lordlhips'  proceeding  in  that 
Hoafe  could  have  permitted  him  to  give  his  aiTent  to  the  no- 
ble Duke's  propoiition,  as  it  feemed  to  be  the  dtlirc  ot  every 
fide  of  the  Houfe. 

The  real  ftatc  of  the  matter,  fo  far  as  it  was  conneftecl 
with  the  prefent  motion,  was  this  : — a  committtee  is  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  certain  matters ;  evidence  is  given 
at  the  bar,  atid  the  committee  do  not  report  it ;  the  confe- 
qucnce  of  which  is,  that  the  Houfe  can  take  no  notice  of 
any  thing  which  doe^  not  come  to  them  through  the  medi- 
um of  the  committee.  The  evidence  is  not  in  being;  the 
committee  have  already  difpofed  of  the  contents,  by  not  re- 
porting ;  and  it  is  now  iiurompetent  to  the  Houfe  to  take 
the  matter  up  in  any  Ihape,  or  for  any  purpofe,  de  navo. 
The  committee,  it  was  true,  reported  three  refolutions,  which 
had  been  unanimouily  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  The  Houlc 
of  courfe  were  in  poflcffion  regularly  of  thefe  three  refolu- 
tions, and,  if  their  Lordlhips  thought  proper,  might  give 
orders  for  printing  them ;  but  uniels  they  travelled  out  of 
their  ordinary  and  eftabliflied  mode  of  proceeding,  for  which 
he  faw  no  juft  ground  on  the  prefent  occaiion,  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  confentxng  to  print  any  fpeciesof  proceeding 
whatever  by  the  Ho\ife,  which  had  not  been  reported  to  it, 
would  be  extremely  diforderly  and  unparliamentary. 

As  to  his  own  part,  he  had  no  poffiblc  objeftion  to  agree 
to  the  noble  Duke's  motion,  except  in  the  mere  point  of 
form.  The  noble  Duke  and  tlic  noble  Earl,  the  perlons  who 
had  moft  intcrefted  themfclves  in  the  event  of  the  enquiry, 
had  ihewn  an  equal  defire  to  have  the  evidence  printed,  which 
would  have  been  a  fufficient  motive  with  him  to  acquiefce  ; 
independent  of  that  circumflance,  however,  he  was  free  to 
acknowledge,  that  he  could  forcfee  no  particular  benefit  that 
would  arilt:  from  fuch  a  publication.  The  enquiry  was  car- 
ried on  publickly  and  openly,  in  the  hearing  of  a  very  large 
auditory  ;  and  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  Parlia- 
ment was  no  lefs  perfuaded  of  the  grounds  of  their  decifion, 
than  the  nation  was  fatislied  of  its  wifdom  and  juflice. 

After  what  he  had  heard  from  the  noble  Duke  and  noble 
Earl,  he  could  urge  very  little  in  point  of   argument  but 
-irhat  he  had  already  flated.    But,  allowing  that  the  mere  point  - 
I  ©f 
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of  order  were  difpenfed  with,  it  would  then  reft  with  their 
Lordlhips,  to  conlider  and  determine  how  far  it  would  be- 
come the  dignity  and  gravity  of  that  Houie  to  print  evidence 
which  had  been  already  finally  difpofcd  of.  Their  Lordftiips,  it 
«ra5  to  be  prefumed,  were  fufficicntly  informed  of  iu  nature  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  a  vote.  The  three  relbbitions  on  ihc 
journals  was  an  open  declaration  of  what  the  majority  of  that 
Houfe  thought  of  the  matter,  and  it  could  hardly  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  noble  Duke  wifticd  a  re-trial,  or  re-hearing, 
unlefs  he  could  undertake  to  promife  that  he  had  frefli  matter 
to  urge* 

The  public,  befides,  were  not  il rangers  to,  what  paffed 
on  the  occafion  :  the  doors  were  open ;  the  bar  day  aficr 
day  crouded  with  ftrangers  for  fevcral  months*  The  en- 
quiry* had  afforded  matter  of  converfation  without  doors,  and, 
he  believed,  it  was  underftood  pretty  well  for  a  full  month 
before  the  deciiion  took  place,  that  the  minds  of  the  people 
were  fufEciently  made  up  to  prepare  them  for  what  after*" 
wards  happened. 

As  to  the  regions  urged  by  the  noble  Earl  who  ipoke  lafi, 
that  the  agreeing  to  the  propofed  publication  would  be  tb« 
beft  means  of  clearing  the  honour  of  the  noble  Eari  whole 
conduf^  had  been  one  principal  obje£^  of  the  enquiry,  it  was 
an  argument  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  motion,  to  the  truth  of 
Vfhich  he  could  never  fubfcribe.  The  noble  EarFs  iDnoccnce 
had  been  already  made  fuiliciently  manifeft,  for  which,  as 
well  as  the  dignity  of  their  Lordihips*  proceedings,  he  fo: 
one  could  never  conient  to  the  motion  made  by  the  nobie 
Duke. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  Richmond  cx^xniticd  the  feveral  parts  of  the  learned 
,Mubm9nJ.  Lord's  fp^cch.  He  denied  that  his  arguments  were  (atisfadory 
or  conclufive,  even  as  to  the  mere  point  of  order;  becauie,  to 
come  to  refolutions  of  opinion  upon  evidence  not  reported, 
they  were  not,  in  fa£t,  refolutions  at  all,  according  to  the  re-* 
ccived  meaning  of  parliamentary  language.  The  grounds 
of  the  refolutions,  as  welf  as  the  refolutions  themielves, 
ihould  have  been  reported,  otherwife  what  grounds  of  ai- 
fent  or  diffent  had  the  committee,  to  proceed  on  ?  None  at 
all :  they  were  mere  refolutions  of  opinion^  unaccompanied 
by  a  fingle  fa£^  or  tittle  of  evidence.  "Whether  this  defe£l 
*  had  been  purpofely  permitted  and  pafled  over,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  printing  of  the  evidence,  he  woold  not  undertake 
to  fay  ;  but  he  would  contend,  notwithfianding  the  confi- 
dence with  which  the  learned  Lo^d  accompanied  bis  a£er- 
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tions,  that  it  was  much  more  unparliamentary  and  informal 
to  agree  with  refblutions  unauthcnticaied,  for  luch,  in  point 
of  fc^rm  at  leaft,  they  muft  be  confidercd,  the  evidence  not 
being  reported,  than  refufc  to  publifli  or  print  the  evidence 
becaufc  it  was  not  reported  ;  for  fuch  a  rcfufal  amounted 
fairly  to  this  :  the  evidence  ought  to  have  been  reported,  but 
it  was  not  ;  and  as  it  has  not,  though  it  ought,  we  will  avail 
ourfelves  of  an  informality  we  have  ourfclves  been  the  occa- 
fion  of. 

His  Grace  animadverted  in  a  very  poinred  manner  on  the 
noble  Lord  on  the  woolfack,  and  laughed  at  the  afFefted  can- 
dour of  the  noble  Lord  alt  the  head  of  the  admiralty.  He 
faid,  the  latter  confenting,  and  the  former  oppofing  the  pre- 
fent  motion,  was  the  effeft  of  mere  artifice.  The  noble  Eurl 
could  not  decently  rife  to  give  a  negative  to  the  motion,  af- 
ler  fo  frequently  expreffing  an  earncft  defirc  of  having  hii 
own  conduA  enquired  into,  and  the  charges  contained  in 
Captain  Baillic's  book  fully  and  openly  inveftigaied  ;  but 
when  it  was  found  that  the  Houfe  were  unaqimoully  difpofed 
to  agree  to  the  motion,  out  fteps  his  learned  friend  from  be* 
hind  the  curtain,  and  ftates  his  objeAions  on  the  fcore  of  in* 
formality,  and  the  irregularity  of  confenting  to  fuch  a  mode 
of  proceeding.  ' 

The  learned  Lord,  and  the  noble  Earl  [Denbigh]  who 
fpokc  before  him,  had  taken  it  for  granted,  that  all  the  com- 
plaints ftated  in  Baillie's  book  had  been  difproved.  He  beg- 
ged leave  to  contend,  that  every  one  of  them,  but  one,  had 
been  clearly  proved,  and  that,  one  of  little  or  no  confequence. 
Notwithftanding  the  infinite  labour,  dexterity,  addiels,  and 
oratory  ufed  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  over  the  way 
[Mansfield]  on  the  night  of  the  decifion,  he  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  learned  Lord's  gravity  and  good  fenfe,  to 
fuppofe  that  his  Lordlhip  would  have  made  fo  laboofed,  and^ 
apparently,  a  ftudied  harangue,  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. 
If  the  faas  were  fo  clear,  fo  evident,  the  deduftio'n  fo  plaifi 
and  conclufive,  why  mifpend  fo  much  time,  fo  much  legal 
knowledge,  in  proving  what  already  had,  from  the  evidence, 
been  incontrovertibly  made  out  ?  No  great  fagacity  was  re- 
quifite  to  di (cover  the  caufe.  The  people  witliout  doors  not 
only  retained  their  doubts,  but  a  very  confideifablc  number  of 
them  did  not  hefitate  to  publickly  condemn  the  decifion.  On 
this  account,  if  upon  no  other,  it  became  incumbent  on  their 
Lordfhips,  mece  particoiarly  fuch  of  them  as  had  fpoke  or 
voted  on  the  occ9&(^,  to  {mblilk  their  reafi)ns  to  the  whole 
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INTOTld,  to  fatisfy  their  friends,  and  to  confound  their  enemies, 
and  fhcw  that  their  conduft  was  juftifiablc,  and  that  the  evi- 
dence received  rather  went  beyond  than  fell  fhort  of  the  re- 
folutions  moved  in  the  committee.  If  confcious  of  having 
nftcd  right,  they  ought  to  wifh  to  fttbrnit  to  the  public,  prooft 
that  they  had  not  a^ed  as  an  abandoned  and  corrupt  Hooie 
of  Parliament,  which  was  a  language  he  had  heard  ufed  on 
the  occafion  more  than  once  without  doors.  He  did  not 
mean  to  fay  that  filch  language  was  juftifiablc  ;  but  if,  from 
political  motives,  their  Lordfliips  had  flopped  or  perverted 
juftice,  whatever  might  be  the  prcfcribed  language  current  it 
that  Houfe,  it  would  not  be  very  eafy  to  dircft  the  public 
opinions  out  of  it,  or  prevent  the  people  from  faying,  that  it 
was  an  abandoned  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

He  obferved,  that  it  had  a  very  odd  appearance,  that  the 
noble  Lord  on  the  woolfack  fo  repeatedly  ^beppcA  forward, 
3nd  that  on  almoft  every  occafion,  and  in  the  pi^fent  ioflanct 
rofe  to  controul  what  ieemed  apparently  to  be  the  fcnfc  of  eve* 
ry  fide  of  the  Houfe,  even  of  feme  of  the  perfons  mofl  near- 
ly concerned.  The  noble  Earl  in  particular,  who  bad  been 
pointed  out  as  the  principal  objeft  of  the  enquiry  by  the 
learned  Lord,  had  openly  confented  and  urged  nothing  againft 
the  propriety  of  his  motion  but  the  mere  ob^cAion  of  ex- 
pence,  yet  the  noble  Lord  on  the  woolfack  had  fet  his  face 
as^ainft  mc  motion  and  attempted  to  lead  the  majority  of  the 
Houfc.  It  reminded  him  of  what  had  happened  more  than 
once  in  the  courte  of  the  enquiry,  which  was,  that  after  the 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  iaid.  By  aQ 
means  go  oq-«>I  wi(h  an  enquiry— -I  care  not  how  much  my 
conduit  is  inveftigated— The  more  the  better.  The  learned 
Lord,  or  fome  other  trufty  frjend,  xnftantly  rofe,  and  by 
ftarting  fome  quibble  or  legal  diftin&ion,  or  iome  futile,  ex- 
ploded, or  frivolous  point  of  order,  fhifted  the  true  gpround 
of  debate,  in  order  to  lead  their  Lordfhips  from  the  Uuc 
^ucftion. 

This,  his  Grace  contended,  afforded  juft  caufe  of  fufpi- 
eion  and  pre*concert ;  and  indeed  it  was  difficult  to  recoiled 
any  of  the  principal  proceedings  in  the  courfe  of  the  enqui- 
ry, without  remembering  frequent  inftanon  of  what  be  now 
alluded  to. 

He  had  another  motive  for  wilhing  to  have  the  evidence 

printed,  which  was^  that  mankind  might  be  enabled  to  form 

a  judgment,  he  meant  in  order  to  eftimafe  the  weight  of  the 

•rgamcnts  ui^ged  by  the  noUe  £ar|  whoptefidcs  in  the  conn 
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of  King's-bcnch.  Here  his  Grace  made  fcveral  pointed  oft* 
fervations  on  feveral  of  the  learned  EarPs  arguments^  parti* 
cularly  refpedting  Maule's  lift  of  the  perfons  who  were  fta** 
ted  in  his  report  to  have  never  been  at  fea,  though  occupying 
civil  offices  in  the  hofpital.  This  fabricated  lift  he  had  fully 
proved,  liC  prefumed,  to  every  one  of  their  Lordlhips,  to 
have  been  founded  in  tnifreprcfentation  and  faliehood ;  bat 
What  was  the  learned  and  noble  Earl's  concluiion  from  his 
proofs  and  clear  dctcftion  of  the  witnefs  ?  Ycry  novel  and 
extraordinary  indeed  !  Such  logic,  he  hoped,  as  he  (bould 
never  hear  again  reforted  to  in  an  Houfe  of  Parliament* 

Maule,  in  his  lift,  made  a  return  of  twenty-one  of  thoft  • 
pretended  landmen  who  had  filled  civil  offices  in  the  ho- 
IpitaL  Hc^himfelf  made  fuch  an  enquiry  as  the  IhoTtneft 
of  the  time  and  the  means  of  information  would  admit  of  4 
and  had  proved,  tliat  five  out  of  the  twenty-one  were  per- 
fons  who  had  been  bred  Teamen,  or  had  ferved  at  fea,  and 
fome  of  them  had  had  rank.  Ob  !  fays  the  learned  Earl, 
Maute  might  have  fearched  in  an  hurry,  and  poffibly  may  bt 
miftaken  in  the  five  inftances  alluded  to ;  but  that  no  more 
thaA  five  having  appeared  to  be  feamen,  it  i8ademonftrative5 
nay  certain  proof,  that  the  remainder  were  landmen. 

He  was  no  lefs  fe vere  on  that  part  of  the  learned  Earl^s  fpeecb^ 
which  related  to  his  Lordfliip's  conduft  refpcfting  Mellilh  the 
contracting  butcher,  the  alteration  of  the  charter,  and  his 
Lordfhip*s  avowed  preference  to  an  arbitrary  inftead  of  4 
limited  power,  being  invefted  in  thoTe  entrufted  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  hoi'pitaL  The  noble  and  learned  Earl  had 
indeed  ftepped  beyond  the  line  which  his  prudence  and  can* 
tion  generally  prefcribed,  for  he  contended  fairly  and  open* 
ly,  that  the  fewer  hands  the  management  of  Greenwich  jHo» 
fjpital  was  cntrilfted  in,*  the  better ;  and  in  a  finglc  fentence^ 
at  once  condemned  any  controul  or  limitation  of  the  power 
vcfted  in  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  but  what  his  Lord- 
Ifiip's  own  ^ood  judgment  might  fuggeft  :  in  fhort,  indivi*^ 
dual  rcfponiibility  was  preferred  to  any  interference  or  check 
which  might  be  luppofed  to  be  lodged  in  the  court  of  direct 
tors  or  general  court. 

His  Srace,  after  paying  his  compliments  to  a  noble  Earl 
and  a  noble  Viicount  [Lords  Chefterfield  and  Pudley]  who 
bad  afied  fo  commendable  and  zealous  a  part  in  behalf  of 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  entered  into  a  long  hiftorical 
rarrativc  of  the  bill  for  preventing  the  fale  of  t|ie  clerks  of 
aflize  places^  and  gave  broad  hinu^  that  the  noble  Lord  on 
R  r  r  2  the 
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tbe  woolfack  had  deHgnedly  made  fuch  amendmcDts  in  the 
bill,  as  bis  Lordlhip  forefavv  would  have  furnifiied  tho(e  who 
fecretly  difliked  the  bill,  with  a  pretence  for  getting  it  flung 
over  the  table  of  the  other  Houfe  ;  and,  as  it  literally  bap- 
ppned,  of  being  the  caufe  of  having  it  kicked  out  of  that 
Houfe  into  the  lobby.  This,  he  faid,  was  indecent,  and  be- 
trayed a  want  of  that  rcfpcft  which  tlie  Houfes  owed  reci- 
procally to  each  other ;  and  though  it  would  be  very  idle 
now  to  enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  fubjcft,  he  doubted 
much  if  the  other  Houfe,  from  ill-founde5  motives  of  jea- 
loufy,  had  not  rather  ftepped  a  little  out  of  their  way  to 
fpend  their  rcfcntment  on  what  adminiftered  no  juft  caufe  of 
offence. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  replied  with  great  warmth  ;  faid  he 
was  .above  the  infinuations  thrown  out  by  the  noble  Doke ; 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  rife  and  ftate  objcfliions  to  any  infor- 
mal or  irregular  proceedings  going  on  in  that  Houfe  ;  that  a 
fenfe  of  duty  was  what  urged  him  to  rife  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  as  it  did  upon  a  former  one  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
Duke  ;  and  aiferted,  that  he  never  prcfumed  to  rile  aoJ 
controul  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  but  in  inftances  in  which 
the  form  of  their  proceedings  were  about  to  be  departed 
from.  • 

Earl  of  MansJUld  mdiic  a  reply  in  defence  of  his  fpeech  on 
the  7th  inftant,  upon  tlie  feveral  points  refpe£ling  tjie  char- 
ter, the  affair  of  the  contracting  butcher,  and  faid  the  noble 
Duke^s  conduct  was  fuch,  as  that  thofe  who  differed  in  opi- 
pion  with  his  Grace,  were  always  prepared  for  what  they  were 
taught  to  expcft. 

Duke  of  Richmond^  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
learned  Earl,  contended,  that  he  had  truly  and  candidly  repeat- 
ed the  arguments,  and  ftated  the  grounds  from  which  his 
Lordfliip's  concluiions  had  been  drawn. 
/  He  was  far  from  hinting,  that  the  learned  Earl  had  talked 
nonfenfe,  or  was  abfurd,  or  of  imputing  his  Lordfhip's  con- 
du£i  to  any  bad  motive.  Of  the  latter  he  had  no  fufpicion, 
and  of  the  former  no  perfon  could  think  higher  of  his  Lord- 
Ihip^s  abilities  than  he  did.  So  much  and  no  nK)re,  he  was 
ready  to  grant;  but  furely  the  learned  Earl  in  the plentitude 
of  his  vvifclom,  profeffional  knowledge,  and  great  powers  of 
oratory,  could  not  lay  claim  to  an  infallibility  which  was  de- 
ified to  every  other  man*  -  It  was  no  proof  furely  of  his 
waat  of  iefpeft,  to  give  bis  Lordfhip  to  underftaml,'  that  h\ 
. .  ^P^*-^ 
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fpeech  of  the  preceding  Monday,  was  not  qukci  ib  convin* 
cing,  brilliant,  and  able,  as  his.  Ipe^cbfs  vyere  wont  to  be.     ^^ 

After  throwing  fome  degree  of  ridicule  upon  the  learned. 
Earl's  claim  to  Infallibility,'  h,c  i^eferred  to  fevcral  parts  of 
the  evidence  which  had  beeh  delivered  at  their  Lordfliips^. 
bar,  refpefting  tlie  enquiry  into  the  management  of  Green-. 
wich  Holpital,  and  the  very  novel  and  extraordinary  argu- 
ments and  conclufions  which  his  Lordihip  had  drawn  from 
it.  He  dwelt  for  a  confiderable  time  on  the  cafe  of  the  con- 
trafting  butcher,  Mellifh,  and  the  feveral  defences  fet  up  by' 
his  Lordfiiip  in  behalf  of  the  direftors  for  the  renewal  ,of* 
that  contraft,  after  Mellifh  had  been  convifted  of  the  moft- 
grofs  and  fhameful  frauds. 

The  noble  Earl  had  defended  the  contraflor  and  the  di-' 
reftors  in  a  manner  the  moft  uncommon  he  ever  heard. 
In  the  inftancc  of  the  firft  conviftion,  his  Lordfhip  fup- 
pol^d,  that  what  was  really  and  fully  proved  might  not  be 
true  ;  and  on  the  fecond  conviftion,  that  he  permitted  judg- 
ment to  go  againft  hiln,  though  he  w^s  confcious  of  his  owa 
innocence.  But  fuppofing,  uys  his  Lordlliip,  that  Mellifh 
was  really  guilty  of  what  he  had  been  charged  with,  the  di- 
reftors,  by  renewing  the  contraft  the  third  time  with  him, 
were  juflifiabU,  as  they  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  retriev- 
ing his'charafter.  He  t^ad  often  heard,  that  to  fave  a  rogue 
from  the 'gallows  was  the  way  to  have  him  cut  your  throat, 
but  never  before  heard,  that  it  was  necefTary  to  continue  a 
connexion  v/ith  a  man  convifted  of  cheating,  merely  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  retrieving  his  chara^^cr,  or  in  other 
words,  to  give  him  a  frefh  opportunity  of  repeating  hi^  for- 
mer frauds  in  the  firft  inflance,  and  a  pallport  to  enable  him 
to  cheat  the  refl  of  mankind  befides.  ^ 

Hi3  Grace  infifled,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  directors  to 
have  immediately  fet  their  face  againft  Mellifh,  and  their 
failing  in  the  performance  of  it,  furniflied  a  roofl  dangerous 
example  to  every  perfon  conneSed  with  the  hofpital,  and 
was  little  fhort  of  a  profcflcd  invitation  to  cheat,  under  the 
proteftion  of  thofe  to  whom  its  management  in  the  feveral 
departments  was  cntrufled.  He  faid,  fuch  sm  open  encou- 
ragement to  public  rapine  and  fraud,  was  replete  with  the 
moil  mifchievous  confequences,  and  enabled  the  roan  thus  , 
protefted,  to  become  a  monopolifl,  and  of  courfe  a  public 
plunderer,  to  any  amount,  having  th?  market  entirely  in  his 
o.vn  power.. 
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Ife  had  lately  heard  of  an  inilance  which  confirmed  hinx 
ftronger  In  the  truth  of  what  he  had  now  aflcricd,  rcfpcfting 
this  Mcllilh  ;  which  was,  that  having  found  that  a  peribn 
bad  catered  into  a  pontraa  for  fupplying  the  demand  of  go- 
vernment at  Portfmouth  with  frelh  beef,  he  had  offered  five 
Hundred  pounds  to  the  contractor,  though  he  accepted  the 
contraftj  upoa  lower  term&  than  he  did,  merely  to  prevent 
h'lm  from  being  connefted  with  government.  He  was  not 
then  in  poflTei&on  of  the  proofs,  but  he  undertook  to  bring 
proofs  of  it  eady  in  the  next  feffiod  of  Parliament. 

His  Grace  adverted  to  a  great  many  paflages  in  the  learned 
Earl^s  ipecch,  particularly  the  falfe  returh  made  by  Maule  of 

Srfons. appointed  to  civil  offices  who  had  never  been  zt  fea. 
e  obferved  on  feveral  provilions  in  the  firfk  charter,  which 
Were  omitted  in  that  of  X77<  ;  and,  io  fhort,  weot  through 
the  whole  of  the  learned  Earrs  (peech,  and  fairly  coafoted 
every  one  of  his  Lord(hip*s  law-doArines.  • 

In  reply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  he  faid,  how  muchfeever 
the  learned  Lord  might  be  above  afiing  in  concert  with  the 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  the  Houfe  and  the 
public  would  judge  for  therofclves.  Tlie  faA  he  alluded  to 
was  that  of  a  noble  Lord  [North]  in  the  other  Houic,  who 
had  ordered  a  fleet  of  viAuatlers  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
though  he  had  prcvioufly  given  orders  to  the  fleet  and  army 
"^  io  evacuate  it,  and  that  ae  had  been  charged  with  calling  that 

noble  Lord  a  blockhead.  Poflibly  fuch  an  appellation  might 
ftrike  fome  of  their  Lordfliips*  ears  at  an  harih  expreffion  ; 
he  begged  them,  however,  to  confider  the  enormity  of  the 
blunder,  "and  decide  fairly  and  impartially  for  themfclvcs, 
whether  the  calling  fuch  a  minifter  a  blockhead,  was  not 
treating  him  very  mildly,  and  he  farther  hoped,  tliat  thetr 
Lordihips  would  refleft,  whether  the  learned  Lord  on  the 
woolfack  did  not  adminifter  good  grounds,  at  leaft  apparent 
grounds,  of  ftcpping  forward  in  a  very  extraordinary  mrn- 
ner,  when  he  oppofed  the  motion  made  by  his  noble  friend 
near  him  [Manchefter]  which  had  been  made  at  his  defirc, 
for  the  papers  relative  to  that  tranfaftion,  and  that  in  con- 
tradlftion  to  the  profcffed  opinion  of  two  noble  Lords  in 
high  office  [Govverand  Weymouth]. 

His  (J race  again  returned,  to  obtcrvc  on  the  political  con- 
duft  of  the  learned  Earl  who  fpoke  laft,  and  repeated,  that  be 
was  fully  cOiivinced  of  his  Lordfliip*s  very  great  abilities  j  be 
knew  ihey  were  indeed  very  powerful,  and  his  Country  bad 
juft  caufe  CO  lament  that  they  were.    Ic  was  to  diofe  abdiiies, 
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to  thofe  delufive  expreffions  of  the  noble  Earl^  diat  ^^  we  had 
paflVd  the  Rubicon,"  that  ^^  the  (word  was  drawn,  and  the 
icabbard  thrown  away,"  that  **  the  whole  continent  of  North 
America,  by  a  ficlion  in  law  politics,  was  reprefented  as  com- 
pictdy  as  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  BritiOi  Parliament," 
and  *'^  that  if  we  did  not  kill  the  Americans  they  would  kill 
us,"  which  fornied  the  true  caufe  of  all  the  calamities  that 
this  country  now  felt,  or  was  threatened  with,  as  well  as  alt 
the  mifertes  and  diftrefles  under  which  ei'ery  part  of  the  Briiiih 
empire  laboured. 

Kari  of  Manifield  charged  the  noble  Duke  with  mifrepre-Earlof 
fenting  what  he  (aid,  relative  to  Mdliib  the  contrador.  The^^f^fi^ 
noble  Duke  had  given  to  him  a  kind  of  argument,  which  he 
had  never  urged  -,  the  noble  Duke,  among  the  variety  of  things 
which  he  chofe  to  fekd  out  of  his  fpeecb  for  the  purpofes  of 
controverting  them,  had  imputed  to  him,  a  declaration  that 
the  reafon  of  the  board  of  diredors  having  contraded  agaia 
with  Melli(h  after  his  cooviftion,  was  to  give  him  an  opporr 
tuniry  of  retrieving  bis  chsra^r ;  on  this  the  noUe  Duke 
had  reafoned  pretty  largely,  tnd  had  triumphed  not  a  little^ 
Unfortunately  the  noble  Duke's  triumph  was  grouadkfs««<-he 
had  never  ufed  the  argument  nor  any  thing  like  it.  He  waa 
in  the  judgment  and  the  recoUedion  of  their  Lordihtps,  whe- 
ther his  argument  was  not  dianKtrically  oppofite;  in  talking 
of  the  reafons  that  might  influence  ^kllilb  to  feek  a  new  eon- 
tra6t  with  the  hofpital,  he  had,  among  other  things  faid,  that 
probably  he  might  wiih  to  retrieve  bis  charafier  w/th  the 
hofpital ;  but  he  bad  never  fuggefted  an  idea,  chat  it  was  the 
reafon  which  prevailed  in  the  mindsof  the  diredors  to  oontraft 
w^th  him  a  frefb.  In  juftification  of  their  having  done  fo, 
he  begged  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe  what  had 
been  faid  by  Mr,  Cuft  and  Mr.  Mar(h,  both  of  whom  had  de- 
pofed  that  the  contrail  of  Melliih  was  cheaper  by  300L  than 
that  of  any  other  pexfon,  and  that  hia  concrad  was  fo  cau- 
tioufly  guarded,  that  if  the  fervanta  of  the  hofpital  did  their 
duty,  it  was  impoffible  for  any  new  fraud  to  happen,  and  he 
had  added,  what  their  Lordibips,  at  leaft  Aich  of  them  as  had 
attended  the  committee,  well  knew,  viz.  that  by  the  concur^ 
Ttnt  teftimony  of  Captaia  Baillie  and  Alexander  Moore,  the 
the  cook,  there  had  not  been  the  fmalleft  complaint  of  bad 
.meat  at  the  hofpital  fi^ce  June  1775.  At  to  the  expreflions 
which  <he  noble  Duke  had  repeated,  concerning  what  fell 
frofB  hkn  fome  years  fmce,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  American 
war,  he  was  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  .noble  Duke  for  hav- 
ing mcnticoed  tfa»D,  unce  itigav«  him  an  opportunity  of  ci&. 
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phinfng  what  had  been  moft  grofsly  miffcprcfcnted,  over  and 
,    over  again,  both  within  doors  and  without.     The  expreffions 
were' not  ufed  by  him  on  one  and  the  fame  occafion.     When 
I  the  Bofton  port  bill  came  before  that  Houfe,  and  their  Lord- 

fhips  were  debating  it,  he  had  troubled  the  Houfe  with  his 
fentiments  upon  ii.     He  had  difcufled  the  alternative  at  that 
i  time  under  confideration,  whether  it  was  more  wife  to  give 

up  the  colonies,  or  to  endeavour  by  a  fyftem  of  coercion  to 
recover  them,  and  bring  them  back  to  their  allegiance  and  de- 
pendence on  this  country.  He  had  taken  the  argument  in 
both  points  of  view;  he  had  faid,  "  If  this  bill  pafs,  your 
choice  is  over,  and  your  eleftion  made  ;  you  muft  go  on,  you 
will  have  paffed  the  Rubicon."  This  was  the  mode  in  whfch 
he  ufed  the  expreifion  ;  he  had  not  faid,  **  We  had  puffed  the 
Rubicon."  The  other  cxprcilions  he  had  dropped  long  after- 
wards, during  the  war,  on  the  prohibitory  bill,  and  on  a  mo- 
tion for  a  ceifatton  of  hoftilities.  On  thofe,  ^nd  feveral  other 
Sueftions  as  they  arofe,  he  argued  upon  the  exifttng  circum- 
ances  at  the  time;  *« Great-Britain  at  war  with  America, 
the  Americans  in  arms,  and  ading  in  a  hoftrle  and  ofllcniive 
manner  againft  this  country,*'— having  foftated  it,  he  bad 
quoted  an  addrefs  made-  by  Guftavus  Adolphus  to  hk  foF- 
dfery  ;  an  addrefs  well  known,  **  There  is  theenenav,  if  yo« 
don't  kiU  them,  they  will  kill  yon."  It  had  been  his  opinioa 
at  the  time  ;  it  was  his  opinion  now ;  — and  why  ?— There 
muft  be  two  parties  to  the  making  of  peace ;  it  was  not 
enough  for  one  of- the  contending  powers  to  be  wiiliog  to  end 
a  war,  the  other  muft  confent  to  end  it  likewife. 
Ouke  of  The  Duke  of  Bokon  anfwered   that  part  of  the  noUc  and 

Ealtw.  .learned  Earl's  argument  about  Mr.  Mellifh,  and  contended, 
that  the  board  of  directors  had  a£(ed  unjuftifiably  ;  that  they 
ought  not  to  have  contracted  again  with  Mellifti.  Heaiked  iV 
any  of  their  Lordfhips  had  difcovered  that  they  were  cheated 
by  their  butcher,  whether  they  vrould  not  have  turned  him  off 
and  never  dealt  with  him  again  i  As  to  the  argument,  that 
they  could  get  no  other  perfon  to  make  a  tender,  it  was  futile 
and  abfurd  ;  it  was  well  known  there  were  feveral  butchers  in 
Greenwich  who  would  have  been  glad  to  have  fcrved  the 
Hofpital,  and  who  would  have  ferved  it  as  cheap  as  MeUilh. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  faid  a  great  deal  about  thcfc 
nor  having  been  a  complaint  of  bad  meat  iince  June  1775 — 
Why  was  there  not  f  bfcaufe  Captain  fiaillie  had  prevented 
it ;  the  butcher  and  the  fteward  well  knew  that  he  was  watch- 
ing their  conduct ;  they  dared  not  to  fuiFer  any  bad  meat  10 
come  into  thcrhofpkil  for  feirpf  hit  difcovering  them  j  w^en 
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they  had  entirely  got  rid  of  hins,  he  did  not  doubt  but  tl^e 
fame  frauds  would  be  attempted  again,  for  Moore  had  fworn^ 
that  Mr.  Cooke,  the  chaplain,  and  the  fteward,  both  came  to 
him,  and  defired  him  not  to  fpeak  of  the  bad  meat  ?  His 
Grace  thought  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  ought  to 
be  printed,  and  voted  for  the  motion. 

Lord  Dudley  faid,  that  if  it  were  only  on  account  of  the  Lord  J>Ui 
cxpence,  he  thought  the  evidence  ought  not  to  be  printed;'^* 
the  whole  would  make  a  very  large  volume,  and  he  under- 
flood  that  the  mere  coft  of  printing  would  be  one  thoufsind 
pounds,  which  in  times  of  public  neceffity  like  the  prcfent, 
iwas  too  large  a  fum  to  wafte,  in  printing  what  fcarcely  any 
one  perfon  would  take  the  trouble  to  read.  His  Lordihip 
alfo  ftrenuoufly  controverted  the  doSrine,  that  it  was  right  to 
print  the  .evidence  in  juftification  of  the  conduA  of  the 
Houfe.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  informed  their  Lordlhips, 
that  Sevward  the  batler,  whom  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had 
aderted  never  to  have  been  at  fea,  wa3,  to  his  knowledge,  a 
ieaman,  and  by  no  means  came  under  the  objedion. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  made  a  fhort  reply,  declaring  that  I^«ke  of 
the  papers  on  the  table  had  mifled  him,  if  he  had  been  mif-  *"**"«^ 
taken.     His  Grace  alfo  fpoke  in  anfwer  to  what  Lord  Mans- 
field had  faid  in  his  iecond  fpeech,  avowing  that  he  had  under- 
ilood  the  expreflions  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  refpe£l- 
ing  paffing  the  Rubicon,  &c.  exactly  as  his  Lordlhrp  had 
explained  them  ;  his  Grace  added,  that  both  when  he  firft 
heard  them,  and  now,  he  thought  the  expreffioQs  very  im-  ' 
proper,  and  he  really  believed  they  had  mifled  the  public,  and 
done  much  harm. 

Queftion  put  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion :  con- 
tents, 18;  not-contents,  43. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton^  as  loon  as  this  rtfotion  was  difpofed  of,  Dufce  of 
entered  into  the  proper  order  of  the  day.  He  obferved,  that  ^^^'^*^ 
miniftry  were  not  to  be  trufled  to  themfelves,  after  having-mif- 
managed  the  public  concerns  in  fo  grofs  a  manner,  and  made 
a  particular  attack  on  the  iirft  lord  of  the  admiralty  ;  charg- 
ing him  with  having  driven  a  Keppel,  a  Howe,  a  Hariand, 
and  a  Shuldham,  from  the  fervice  of  their  country,  when 
their  aififtance  was  moft  neceifary,  and  with  having  taken  a 
commander  of  tl)e  fleet  from  Greenwich  HofpitaL  He  faid 
he  did  not  mean  to  arraign  either  the  chara£ter,  courage  or 
conduft  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  but  he  had  always  confidered 
an  appointment  to  Greenwich  Hofpital  as  a  retirement ;  re- 
garding that  charity  a$  an  eftablifliment  for  old  and  difabled 
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feamen. ,  After  ftating  other  topics,  containing  juft  grcnindi 
for  ccnfuringadminiftration,  and  giving  various  reafons  whj 
Parliament  ought  not  to  be?  prorogued,  bis  Grace  made  his 
motion. 
Lord  Wty^       Lofd  Weymouth  oppofcd  the  motion ;  his  Lordfliip  feid  that 
tmtb.        Parliament  had  already  fat  to  a  much  later  period  than  was 
ufual,  and  that  the  Crown,  in  cafe  there  fhould  arife  a  caufe 
for  convening  Parliament,  was  invefted  with  a  power  of  cal- 
ling them  together  at  fourteen  days  notice ;  add  to  which,  if 
the  Americans  fhould  exprefs  a  defire  for  peace,  his  Majefty 
had,  by  a  late  aft  of  parliament,  authority  to  declare  them  in 
his  peace.     Befides  this,  the  reccfs  would  be  for  a  very  fhort 
time,  fo  Ihort  a  time,  that  it  would  be  fcarcely  longer  than 
was  enough  for  a  vcffcl  to  fail  to  New- York  and  back  again. 
His  Lordlhip  farther  faid,  that  he  faw  no  real  neceffity  for 
Parliament's  continuing  to  lit;  the  fumnier  would  betaken 
up  chiefly  with  military  operations,  and  he  was  certain,  that 
neither  Houfe  of  Parliament  could  forward  the  execution  of 
them. 
Duke  of.         The  Duke  of  Richmond  in  reply  faid,  that  it  was  true  the 
Ricbm«»d.    feffion  of  Parliament  had  continned  to  an  unufual  length  of 
time,  but  he  begged  the  noble  Vifcount  to  recoiled,  that  the 
times  and  the  circumftances  of  the  times  were  altogether  un- 
ufual.    We  were  engaged  in  a  moft  expenfive  war,  and  were 
on  the  eve  of  being  more  deeply  engaged,  as,  he  feared,  that 
Spain  would  certainly  join  with  France.     His  Grace  advert- 
ed to  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  faid,  they  ftood  on  a  very 
tottering  foundation  indeed.     He  urged  miniftry  by  their 
hopes  of  peifonal  fafety,  to  confent  to  the  motion,  and  de- 
clared, that  what  he  then  faid  arofe  merely  from  his  zeal  to 
avert  the  cloud  of  calamities  which  hovered  over  this  devoted 
country.    He  neither  wanted  place  nor  penfion.    He  thanked 
God,  there  was  nothing  in  the  gift  of  the  minifter  which  he 
had  the  leaft  occafion  to  defire. 
Marquis  of      The  Mariquis  of  Rockingham  rcczlM  the  attention  of  the 
Rockirgbam.  Houfe  to  the  terms  on  which  the  King  poffeffed  the  power  of 
convening  the  Parliament  on  fourteen  days  notice.     The  a£l 
exprefsly  ftate^,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  in  cafe  of  aftoal  rebel- 
lion in  the  kingdom,  and  in  cafe  of  imminent  danger  of  cither. 
Thefe  were  the  three  exprefs  conditions,  and  not  a  word  ttas 
faid  about  making  peace.     The  Marquis  faid,  it  was  reported 
that  twenty-fix  or  twenty-eight  fail  of  the  Breft  fleet  were  at 
foa  on  the  4,th  inftant,  and  put  the  queftion  to  thefirft.lord  or 
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the  admiralty  whether  he  had  a  fleet  equal,  ready  for  fca,  and 
when  it  would  fail"? 

Earl  of  Sandwich  replied,  and  gave  the  Houfe  to  under-  Earl  of 
ftand,  that  at  that  very  time,  we  had  a  fleet  falling  down  to  ^^"^^iirA. 
St.  Helen's,  ready  *to  fail  the  next  day,  which  was  greatly 
fupcrior  to  the  French  fleet,  as  defcribed  by  the. noble  Mar- 
quis. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  in  reply  faid,  that  the  French  Marquis  of 
had  been  mailers  of  the  Sritilh  Channel  evier  fince  the  4th  ^^'f^'^^^^M"- 
inftant;^  if  his  information  was  cood  ;  he  begged  therefore  to 
know  of  the  noble  Lord,  whether  it  was  fo  or  not ;  at  the 
fame  .time  he  informed  hini,  that  if  it  were,  it  w^  altogether 
a  new  circumftance  in  the  Engllfli  iiiftory,  and  that  the  mi- 
nifter,  who  by  his  negleft  of  duty  fuffercd  fugh  a  disgrace  to 
the  country,  ought  to  be  hanged. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  he  had  given  a  proper  anfwer  al-  Earl  of 
ready.'  Sandwkb. 

'  The  Duke  of  Bolton  ridicujed  the  auUiority  on  which  the  Duke  of  -^ 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  relied  his  intcU  *•*•"•. 
IjgencQ.  He  faid  it  might  come  from  an  old  woman,  and  that 
Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pye  might  have  told  madam  fuch  a  one 
fo  and  fo,  for  what  the  Houie  knew.  He  begged  to  know 
what  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  what  the  commander  of  the  fleet, 
faid  upon  the  fubje£l }  If  he  had  fent  any  information  to  the 
admiralty  }  If  he  had,  that  could  be  depended  upon.  If 
be  had  not,  he  Ihould  pay  no  credit  to  the  blind  flory  the 
noble  Earl  had  told  their  Lordihips. 

Lord  TownPjend  fpoke  next,  and  dated  feveral  reafons  for  Lord  Tovjn^ 
the  recefs  of  Parliament;  his  Lordfhip  faid,  if  Parliament-^'*^- 
could  with  any  propriety  proceed  immediately  to  give  Ire- 
land that  relief  me  flood  fo  much  in  need  of,  and  merited  fb 
highly  at  the  hands  of  this  country,  he  would  be  the  firft  man 
to  fupport  the  motion ;  but  as  it  was  impoflible  to  cfFeft  fo  fa- 
lutary  a  purpofc  till  next  feffion,  and  as  it  was  extremely 
necenary  the  militia  officers  fhould  refort  to  their  refpeftive 
ftations,  and  neceflTary  a  variety  of  miHtary  operations  fhould 
be  forthwith  put  in  execution,  he  thought  that  Parliament's 
fitting  longer  would  rather  be  an  impediment  to  the  national 
bufinefs,  than  tend  to  accelerate  it,  or  affift  it  in  any  manner 
whatever. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  rofe  again,  and  urged'  as  a  Marquis  of 
frefh  inflance  of  ncgleft  in  the  firfl  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  ^^^khgbam. 
(if  the  French  fleet  were  out  as  he  had  flatcd)  that  a  fleet  of 
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Indtamen  had  failed  on  Saturday  under  convoy  of  only  one 
twenty  gun  fliip. 

Lord  Effingham  (M  a  few  words,  and  a  divifion  being  cal- 
led for,  the  contents  for  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  motion  were 
20 ;  not*contents,  46. 

Jung  15  and  i6. 

No  debate. 

Juneij. 

This  day  Lord  Vifcount  Weymout  prefentcd  a  meflfage 
from  the  King  on  the  fubjed  of  Spain,  together  with  a  copy 
of  the  paper  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  the  Spanifli 
tmbaffador*  Both  papers  were  the  fame  as  prefented  this  day  to 
the  Houfeof  Commons;  {SieCommws  bebates  ofthisDay.^ 
His  Lordfhtp  moved  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  which  was  alfo 
to  the  fame  purport  as  that  of  the  commons.  After  which 
)ii8  Lordihip  only  faid,  that  the  addrefs  contained  his  fenti* 
ments  fo  fully,  he  had  nothing  to  add,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
^  that  their  Lordfiiips  would  unanimoufly  agree  to  it. 
Carl  of  Earl  of  Jhingdm.    I  rtfe  folemnly  to  declare,  that  I  will 

^ingd^it.  never  give  my  aflent  to  any  addrefs  of  any  kind  to  the  throne, 
but  will  now,  and  upon  all  future  occafions  of  the  like  kind, 
divide  the  Houfe,  though  I  be  the  fingle  diflfentient  voice,  un* 
til  the  grievances  of  the  people  are  redrefl'ed,  by  bis  Majefty 
driving  from  his  prefence  and  councils  chofe  wicked  and 
abandoned  wretches  of  mlniflcrs  who  have  wantonly,  openly, 
and  Jn  defiance  of  the  majefty  of  the  people  of  England,  not 
only  broken  down  the  fences  of  the  iconftitution  of  this  coun- 
try, but  have  now  left  us  expcfed  to  the  ravages  and  the  threa- 
tened deftru£tion  of  our  enemies. 

1  ihai],  therefore,  my  Lords,  uke  the  liberty  of  moving  a 
claufe  by  way  of  ameiidment  to  this  addrefs,  and  in  addition 
thereto. 

The  claufe,  my  Lords,  is  this,  and  may  ftand  as  the  laft 
fentence  in  the  addrefs. 

*^  All  which,  however,  is  faid  as  well  conditionally,  as  in 
humble  hope  and  confidence,  that,  awakened  as  your  Maje- 
fty muft  at  length  be  to  the  impending  ruin  of  the  ftate,  'by 
the  incapacity  of  thofe  minifters  to  whom  the  admin iftrat ion 
of  government  has  been  entrufted,  your  Majefty  will  fee  the 
ncceflity  of  removing  thofe  minifters  from  your  royal  councils 
^  and  prefence,  and  of  placing  others  in  their  room,  who  (by  a 
change  of  fyftem,  and  in  fo  doing  by  obtaining  the  confidence 
of  your  Majefty's  loyal  fubjeds  at  large)  may  unite  the  whole 
as  with  one  mind  and  with  one  body,  as  tb»  only  means  of 
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preffrvation  left  for  the  political  cxifteoce  of  this  once  greats 
but  now  expiring  empire," 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  then  rofe,  and  begged  of  his  Lord- 
{hip  either  to  withdraw  or  poftpone  his  motion  till  one  he  had 
to  make  was  difpofed  of,  as  it  went  in  part  to  the  fame'efie^ 
Lrord  Abingdon,  however,  faid  he  iwould  abide  by  his  motion^ 
which  was  accordingly  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided  on  it ;  ^ 
contents,  23 ;  not-contents,  62.  * 

As  foon  as  their  Lordlbips  returned  into  the  Houfe,  the 
DuJce  of  Richmond toit^  and  after  recommending  unanimity  Dake of 
in  the  moft  preifing  terms,  moved  the  following  amendment,    ^idmmi* 

^^  That  in  a  moment  fo  critical  as  that  which  now  prefente 
itfelf  to  the  coniideration  of  Parliament,  the  moft  awful  this 
country  has  ever  experienced,  it  would .  be  deceiving  his  Ma« 
jefty  and  the  nation,  if  at  the  fame  time  that  we  lament  the 
fatal  effe£i  of  thofe  councils,  which  by  dividing  and  wafting 
the  forte  of  the  empire,  of  the  civil  wars,  which  incited  our 
natural  enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our  weak  and  diftraded 
condition,  we  were  not  to  reprefent  to  hit  Maje%,  that  the  ' 
only  means  of  refifting  the  powerful  combination  which  now 
threatens  this  country,  will  be  by  a  total  change  of  that  fyftem 
which  has  involved  us  in  our  prefent  difficulties  in  Americat 
in  Ireland,  and  at  home  \  by  fuch  means,  attended  with  pru« 
dent  oeconomy,  and  the  due  exertion  of  a  brave  and  united 
people,,  we  truft  that  his  Majefty,  with  the  affiftance  of  Di« 
vine  Providence,  will  be  able  to  withftand  all  his  enemies,  and 
to  reftore  Great  Britain  to  its  former  refpi^ded  and  happy  fitu- 
aiion." 

His  Grace's  fpeech  was  a  counter* part  of  the  above  amend* 
ment.  He  faid,  he  would  not  confidcr  paft  mifcarriages  \  he 
would  not  refer  to  any  former  circumnocos,  which  might 
create  a  diverfity  of  opinion.  His  amendment  was  founded 
on  the  broad  bafis  of  public  union  and  public  flreogcli^  and 
was  meant  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  and  imprefs  the 
nation  with  the  afiual  exilling  circumftances  of  the  kingdom- 

His  Grace  arranged  his  matter  as  he  had  ftated  it  in  bis  mo- 
tiDD,  conitdering  in  lucceffion,  America,  Ireland,  and  the  home 
defence. 

In  cafe,  he  faid,  that  the  manifefto  (the  contents  of  which 
he  had  read  before  it  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  by  the  per* 
miffion  of  the  noble  Vifcount)  imported  what  ic  feemed  to 
him  to  import,  an  a^ual  and  avowed  declaration  of  intended 
hoftility ;  our  fituation  in  lefpc^of  theh«iie4cfiBooe  was  ia« 
dived  truly  awfuk 
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*  By  the  home  defence  he  meant  oor  naval  force  in  the  Euro- 
pean  Teas.  This,  he  faid,  amounted  in  iche  whole  to  thirty- 
otie  {hip%  of  the  line,  as  fine  a  fleet,  he  underftood  from  per- 
fens  well  informed,  as  ever  left  this  country,  tolerably  well 
manned,  he  believed,  as  well  manned,' at  leaft,  as  the  circam- 
Ibnces  of  afFairs  would  admit. 

,  Thofe  thirty  or  thirty-one  fhips  of  the  line  compofed  the 
whole  fleet  on  which  this  country  muft  at  prefent  depend  for 
its  fafaty  and  proteAion.  It  would  next  he  neceflary  to  learn 
the  ftrength  of  our  enemies. 
^  *  -  By  authentic  accounts  which  he  had  received,  twenty^eigbt 
#lips  of  the  line  failed  from  tireft  on  the  3d  inftant,  ani 
were  at  .that  minute,  if  they  chofe,  mafters  of  the  Britift 
Obannel ;  and  th<augh  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  at  prefent 
to  take  op  any  matter  retrofpedively,  he  could  not  avoid  ex- 
yreifing  his  aftonifliment  at  the  condud  of  the  noble  £2:!  at 
the  head  af  the  admitmtty,  whoooukl  fofar  negled  his  dutyas 
Aot  to  know  that  the^Breft  fleet  would  have  failed  on  or  aboct 
that  day,  wind  and  weather  permitting;  or  his  cnminaliT, 
JMrcfomin^:  him  to  be  Apprized  of  that  event,  that  he  bad  net 
alief;Taiid  fleet  ?ea^y  to  proceed  to  fea,  :md  not  have  fufl^er^d 
QQF  trade,  commerce,  &c.  to  be  liable  to  be  captured  or  de- 
ftmyed  by  a  foreign  enemy  ridtng  ofF  our  coafts. 
^.  iita  information  went  ftill  farther,  that  aboard  this  flnt 
thcue  were  feveral  thoufand  troops,  commanded  by  an  old  lieu- 
tenant general,  a  Monfieur  lyAvaux.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
point  out  the  deftination  of  this  fryrce,  whether  it  was  intend- 
ed to  co-operate  with  Spain  in  the  fouthern  part  of  Europe, 
or  fov^an  attack  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  for  North  Hmerica. 
Each  altarnative'c^afbd  in  his  mind  the  moft  melancholy  ap- 
prebenfions.  Hf  flftiAsrflood  that  the  fleet  of  Spain  was  in  1 
fbrmidable-  ftai^e  of  forwardnefs ;  but  at  the  prtfent,  befide- 
her  naOil  force' in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Spanifh  America,  flic 
had  thkty  fliip^  of  >the  line  ready  to  proceed  'upon  a^oal  fer- 
vice,  at  a  day's  warning,  perhaps  aMady  at  fea. 

This,  he  cotifeflled,  would  be  a-  great  inequality,  ihould  a 
jundkm  between  both  fleets  take  place.  Sixty,  ihtps- to  thim' 
did  not  hold  out  any  flattering  profpe6is  of  vidory  and  fuc- 
cttfej  but  we  muft  not  defpond,  nor  fiftk  into  an  abjeA  fit  of 
defpair  and  dej«ift46n.  It  was  the  duty  of  man  to  ftruggfc 
Dfitbdifficulties,  tofurmount  them-byrefolotion  and  adrvnj'; 
atid  Whate^r  he  itas  b^und  to  bear  or  perform  in  hisr  indivi- 
dual iMtftaciey^  to^i^  lR)dnd  to  beaV  ^tid  perform  asa  member 
of  the  community.  His  Grace  pointed  out^'the  means'  in  f 
y^ry  warm,  manly,  and  pathetic  manner.    He  fpoke  much  oi 
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the  exeuions  of  a  free  people  engaged  in  e  j^uft  cauf^.  .  Brorm 
man,  he  faid,  was  called  upon  in  the  prefeot  dvftreGful  anl 
calamitous  fituation,  to  aflift  by  bis  purfe  or  in  perfon*  Thofe 
who  could  fight  muft  aflift  that  way;  thofe  who  can  pay 
ihould  contribute  in  the  manner  they  arc  beft  able.  It  was  a 
feafon  of  peculiar  urgency  ;  the  means  of  defence  muft  b^ 
corjrefpondent  to  the  prefent  (ituation  of  affairs^  Thofe  who 
are  blefled  with  affluence  muft  contribute  largely.  Whea 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate  was  at  ftake  all  reafoning  was  at  an  end. 
He  did  not  fee^  though  we  had  no  money,  why  we  might  not 
devife  means  to  anfwer  or  fupply  that  want.  The  people  of 
America  bad  no  money ;  they  were  obliged  to  iflue  paper,  by 
which  means  they  have  refifted  the  whole  force  of  this  coun- 
try. Why  may  not  Britain,  fliould  the  neceffity  of  the  times, 
require  it,  do,  to  fecufe  her  very  exiftence,  what  America  haa 
done  in  defence  of  her  liberties  ? 

After  very  fully  difculEng.  this  fubjefi,  he  took  notice  o£ 
the  ftate  of  Ireland  ;  well  difpofed,  be  allowed,  but  her  dif- 
pofitions  inuch  altered  refpeding  her  political  relation  to  thia 
country.  There  were  men  at  a)I  times  of  enlightened  under- 
Handings  in  that  country,  fufficient  to  difcover  the  unwar- 
rantable claims  exercifed  bv  Great  Britain  over  Ireland,  par^ 
ticularly  refpeAing  the  reftridiona  laid  on  trade  and  com* 
merce.  A  book  or  pamphlet  had  been  lately  published,  point- 
ing out  the  injufticeof  thofe  claims,  in  anfwer  to  fom^  pafiw 
fages  in  Sir  William  Blackftone's  Commentaries. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  the  publication  alluded  to» 
difclaim  any  dependence  on  this  countrv,  but  what  may  arifc 
merely  fr6m  an  union  of  iotercfts  and  power  ;  and  he  was 
firmly  perfuaded  they  were  the  principles  of  every  perfon  of 
property  and  common  fenfe  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  What  will  be  the  confequence?  We  ftiall,  in  the 
firfi  inftance,  want  the  cordial  aiEftaoce  and  good  will  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  which  is  at  prefent  fo  extremely  neceflary  ; 
and  when  you  come  to  after t  what  they  think  your  unjuft 
claims,  or  deny  them  what  th^y  deem  their  juft  rights,  youc 
JLordChips  ought  to  ferioufly  look  forward  to  the  confe- 
quences.  He  next  reprefented  Scotland  as  in  an  extreme  bad 
temper,  on  account  of  feveral  internal  and  external  caufes  of 
complaint  which  the  people  there  laboured  under.  Thecon-> 
clufion  was,  that  the  pidure  was  a  melancholy  one,  fo  much 
To^  that  he  did  not  wifti  to  draw  it  too  correfily,  much  lefs  to.  ' 
ovrr- charge  it. 

If  then  England,  engaged  in  an  unequal  conteft  with  a 
combination  of  power,  apparently  entered,  into  for  her  de- 
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'ftruAion  ;  if  Ittlmd  was  on  the  eve  of  vindicating  what  (he 
underftood  to  be  her  natural  and  political  rights,  in  cafe  any 
rcfolution  to  longer  withhold  themihould  be  determined  upon 
on  this  fide  of  the  water ;  if  Scotland  was  ripe  for  infuncQion ; 
if  our  fortrefies  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  our  pofleffions  in  the 
Weft-Indies  and  America,  were  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemies  j 
if  the  colonies  were  diflevered  from  this  country,  and  leagued 
with  our  foreign  foes,  nzxt  to  meafures  of  immediate  prefer- 
vation,  was  it  not  the  great  fecondary  objeA  to  endeavour  to 
add  to  our  effedive  ftrength,  in  order  to  proted  ourfelves, 
and  retaliate  on  oor  enemies  ? 

He  had  no  doubt  but  that  every  noble  Lord  prefent  would  'm- 
ftantly  anfwer  with  one  voice.  If  we  like  the  means.  The 
means,  in  his  opinion,  were  very  pradicable,  and  of  eafy 
accefs.  His  idea  was  to  change  the  fyftem  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  our  councils,  to  abandon  the  American  war,  atledt 
for  the  prefent,  to  colled  the  great  military  force  now  doing 
pothing  there,  and  employing  it  inftantly  againft  our  enemies 

'  (he  meant  Spain)  both  in  North  and  South- America.  The 
adopting  fome  fucb  meafure  as  this,  if'  it  would  not  be  the 
means  of  gaining  America,  would  not  be  the  caufe  of  lofing 
it.  That  country  was  already  worfe  than  loft.  It  wisi 
drain  of  treafure,  a  lofs  of  fome  of  our  beft  blood  ;  it  was 
the  great  caufe  of  divifion  in  Parliament  and  the  nation.  If 
that  unfortunate  war  was  once  abandoned,  and  with  it  the 
fyftem  which  gave  it  birth,  he  made  no  doubt  but  that  Bri- 
tain, as  ftie  had  been  Often  before,  would  prove  a  match  for 
the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

It  might  be  urged,  that  withdrawing  the  troops,  orcollcfi- 
ing  them  for  the  purpofe  of  employing  them  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy,  would  amount  Aibfiantially  to  the  declaring 
America  independent.     He  aflured  their  Lordfliips,  that  he 

.  had  not  then  a  fmgle  idea'on  the  fubje£l,  whether  fuch  a  de- 
claration on  our  part  would  be  wife  or  politic.  The  fole  ob- 
jedls  of  his  motion  were  thefe  ^  to  alter  the  fyftem  on  which 
fhofe  councils  have  been  formed,  that  have  brought  us  into 
our  prefent  calamitous  fituation  ;  and  to  make  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions,  both  offenfive  and  defenfive,  in  order 
to  defeat  the  defigns  of  our  enemies.  The  means  to  ob- 
tain thofe  objefts  were,  union  at  home,  and  a  general  con- 
fidence  arifing  from  the  propofcd  change  of  fyftem  in  thofc 
who  may  be  entrufted  with  the  conduS  of  public  affairs. 
He  muft,  however,  put  in  one  refervation,  as  well  in  behalf 
of  himfelf  as  applicable  to  the  argQments  which  he  ufed,  thai 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  pledge  -his  life  and  fortune^  fuch  a 
•i    "  pledge 
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pledge  on  his  part  muft  come  accompanied  with  that  fpecles 
of  fecurity  that  is  ever  underftood  to  be  the  condition  of  fo 
facred  a  truft.  He  muft  have  one  grand  teft  of  the  wifdom 
of  future  meafures,  that  of  an  immediate  change  of  the  rulr 
ing  fyftem.  His  Grace  fpoke  to  a  great  variety  of  topics^ 
and  enlarged  upon  others. 

Lord  Weymouth  rofe,  but  faid  not  a  tittle  In  anfwer  to  the  tta^Wty^ 
noble  Duke's  motion.  He  only  took  notice  of  that  part  of  ""•'*• 
his  Grace's  fpeech  which  related  to  the  condud  of  the  King's 
minifters.  For  his  part,  in  whatever  manner  the  King's  mi- 
sifters  might  have  aded,  was  at  prefen^  of  very  little  confe- 
quence.  Spain  had  already  decided  for  herfelf,  and  thequef- 
tion  fairly  before  the  Houfe  was,  whether  the  utmoft  exer* 
tions  of  this  country  Ihould  be  made  in  our  own  defence, 
and  in  repelling  the  attacks  of  our  enemies  ? 

•  Earl  of  Shelburne  faid,  he  highly  approved  of  the  amend*  Btriof^M' 
ment  propofed  by  the  noble  Duke,  though  he  was  not  exad«  ^f^^f*  . 
]y  prepared  to  give  an  opnion  on  the  m^e  of  colledling  our 
force,  or  employing  it  efFedually ;  but  this  he  was  ready  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  ftate  and  condition  of  America,  and  of 
Europe,  was  much  changed  iince  he  gave  his  fentiments  re- 
fpediog  the  proper  conduA  to  be  purfued  refpeding  the  for- 
mer. 

As  to  a  change  of  fyftem,  it  was  become  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  as  well  in  point  of  men  as  meafures.  He  meant  thoCe 
employed  as  the  (ervile  inftruments  of  carrying  that  ruinous 
fyftem  into  execution.  The  nominal  minifter  in  the  other 
Houfe,  who  was  drefled  up,  what  kind  of  a  thins  was  he  I 
He  begged  pardon,  what  kind  of  a  drefled  up  thmg  was  it  I 
Who  were  his  employers  ?  What  was  his  bufinefs  ?  Though 
he  did  not,  any  more  than  the  noble  Duke,  wifti  to  take  ret^o- 
ipedive  views  of  paft  calamities^  he  could  not  avoid  taking 
notice  of  the  ufe  made  of  thistool,  that  of  impoiing  on  that 
very  refpeflable  body  of  men  the  country  gentlemen.  Thid 
thing,  thus  tricked  out,  anfwered  the  purpofesof  his  creation, 
.  under  the  deceitful  appeltation  of  a  minifter.  This  phantomi 
of  a  re&l  oinifter  had  led  the  country-gentlemen  into  a  war  ; 
he  had  biioyed  up  their  expe£kations  with  hopes  of  a  revenue, 
and  had  perfuaded  them,  by  a  iingle  vote,  to  give  up  thofe 
expe£tatiofis  :  he  had  led  them  into  a  French  war ;  he  had 
lately  iofpired  them  with  hopes  of  once  more  recovering 
America;  and  finally,  he  had  led  them  into  the  calamitous 
fituation  of  being  obliged  to  go  to  war  with  the  whole  Houfe 
of  Bourboa  allied  with  the  fubjcds  of  a  third  part  gf  the  Bri- 
tilh  empire. 

Vol..  XU.  TtC  Who 
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Who  was  the  next  great  ropporter  of  this  nefarious  and  de- 
ftriidive  fyftem  f  A  man  who  neirer  having  any  r^aid  to 
inilitary  honour,  could  not  be  expeAed  to  have  very  nice  or 
delicate  feelings  for  that  of  a  moft  able,  brave,  and  experien- 
ced officer ;  he  meant  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  Che 
American  department  in  the  other  Houfe^  in  refeience  to  his 
condufi  towards  General  Grey.  General  Grey,  who  took 
a  part  in  all  the  a£ttve  operations  of  the  campaign  of  1777 
and  1778,  is  examined  as  a  witnefs  at  the  bar  of  a  committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  con- 
dud  of  the  American  war.  What  happens  i  General  Grey, 
who  gave  the  moft  fatisfafiofy,  corred,  and  full  evidence 
that  was  ever  given  before  an  Houfe  of  Parliament,  is  let  to  go 
out  of  town,  and  in  four  weeks  after  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
bead  of  the  American  department,  taking  an  advantage  of 
htsabfenee,  pafles,  in  a  pre-concerted  fpeech,  the  moft  unge^ 
nerous  and  ill-founded  cenfure  on  that  gentleman.  He  con- 
troverts his  military  (kill,  he  condemns  his  opinions  as  un- 
founded and  taken  up  lightly,  and  upon  trivial  grounds.  He 
does  more :  he  undertakes  to  difprovehis  allegations  even  be- 
fore a  fingle  fenrence  of  the  teftimony  on  the  other  fide  is 
heard,  and  that  through  the  channel  of  a  fiivourite  witncT^, 
who  has  already  experienced  the  good  wifhes  of  government, 
by  bemg  appointed  governor  of  New- York, ;  he  ftates  con-> 
verfations  previouily  held  with  General  Robertfon  as  fo  many 
proofs  to  the  Houfe  that  General  Grey  bad  gtvea  a  hik 
or  ignorant  teftimony. 

Let  us  contraft  this  condufi  of  the  noble  Lord,  rdpcAing 
General  Robertfon,  the  gentleman  I  latterly  alluded  to,  and 
that  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dixon  late  firft  engineer  oo  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  that  much  injured  geoile- 
man  Sir  William  Howe.    The  noble  Lord's  fecretsur,  a  very 
adive  voung  man  [Mr.  de  Grey]  is  fent  with  a  meflage  ftom 
'the  noUe  Lord  to  Colonel  Dixon,  deiiring  to  fee  him  imme-^ 
diately.     The  colonel  returns  a  moft  manly  and  officer-like 
-anfwer;    Hcletsp  his  Lordihip  know,  that  he  was  juft  on  tbe 
-point  of  being  examined  refpefttng  the  condudof  his  com- 
manded In  chief}  that  he  was  then  exttemely  bufy,  being  eia- 
^  ployed  in  airanging  fuch  parts  of  his  evidence  as  woitld  de- 
*  pertd  upon  written  documents,  &c*  but  that  as  ibon  aa  his 
'examination  wiis  cfofed,  he  would  *take  the earlieft opportuni- 
ty of  waiting  on  his  Lordfliip.     Attend  to  the  (equel  :  the 
'  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  American  department  and  has 
'  iecrctaryi  underftanding  that  the  colonel's  teftkaony  vhus  not 
I  likely 
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likely  to  turn  oi)t  very  favourably  to  his  Lordfliip's  firft  views 
and  expedations,  declines  to  have  hjm  examiaed  ;  when  the 
noble  Lord's  intentions  are  imported,  the  colonel  iampi^zttlY 
prepares  tp  attend  his  dpty  in  the  north  of  England,  and  inferms 
his  Lprdflirp*s  fecretary  that  he  is  then  ready  to  wait  on  him  $' 
but  a  profpedt  of  all  mana^ment  beii^g  at  an  end,  he  receives 
a  very  coid  meflage  from  his  Lordfl^ ipV  impofting  that  his  pie* 
ITence  will  be  difpenfed  with. '  Thefe  are  the  foul,  the  fcan* 
dalous,  the  treacherous  means  reforted  to,  jtodeftroy  the  cba* 
|ra£ters  and  wound  the  honour  of  brave  an4  decrying  oficers  i 
and  fuch  afc  the  art^  made  i^fe  of  to  (educe  profe^onal  men  to 
facrifice  at  the  (brine  of  powery  in  order  tq  a<ccomplifl|  the 
pndsof  ^  wicked  an^  abandoned  adminiftration*^ 

The  other  leading  perfon  in  this  fyftem  is  the  noble  (rO|d 
pppofite  to  me,  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty.  '  What  have 
peen  his  Lordfliip's  chief  merits  ?  A  contimied  ferics'of  de* 
iaiion  and  impofition  ;  a  total  ignorance  and  incapacity  ^ 
the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  the  high  ftatioh  he  occifpiea  | 
and  talents,  unhappily  for  his  country,  of  fuch  a  ^articula^ 
fi^e  and  make,  as  to  enable  him,  contrary  to  every  grbune  of 
fubftantial  convidion,  to  evade  the  conf^itutional  or  parlia^ 
mentary  effed  of  proofs  little  ihort  of  mathematical  demon- 
ftration.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  man,  who  by  his  negleft 
and  incapacity,  has  invited  an  attack  from  France,  ij^ich 
has  by  its  confequences  produced  that  manifefto  on  your  ta« 
h'e. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  would  not  ftop  ihort  at  overthrowing  this 
fyflem,  fo  far  only  as  it  related  to  the  oftenfible  aAors  in  it^ 
I  would  go  much  further;  I  would  trace  the  evil  to  its  very 
fource«  I  would  drag  into  open  day,  and  to  public  puniih* 
ment,  its  real  authors.  I  would  extirpate  and  eradicate  the 
power  pofTefled  by  every  difierent  defcription  of  men,  who 
compofe,  in  their  feveral  leading  and  fubordinaee  capacitici, 
Che  whole  and  each  refpedive  part  of  this  traiterous  (yftem. 
The  lawyers,  the  commis^  the  clerks  in  office,  &c;  x  have 
been  informed  that  one  of  thofe  eommisy  who  was  lately  a  com* 
miffioner  to  the  American  Congrefs  [fuppofed  to  mean  Mr. 
Eden]  has  had  a  moft  ample  pe^on  fetded  on  him  on  the 
Iriih  eftabli(hment.  But  to  return  ;  as  I  would  wi(h  to  have 
the  (yftem  changed,  fo  I  would  wiih  to  have  the  concealed  au* 
thors  punKhed.  The  nation  muft  have  fatisfaAton,  the  day 
hoay  be  procraftinated,  but  the  enquiry  cannot  be  prevented  ; 
fooneror  later  vengeance  will  overtake  thefe  men  in  their 
wicked  career. 

T 1 1  a  I  remem- 
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I  remember  fome  time  fince,  I  think  in  thecourfeof  the 
enquiry  into  the  management  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  an  in« 

Snious  gentleman,  one  of  the  counfel  at  the  bar,  a  Mr. 
[organ,  faid  the  learned  Lord  over  the  way  [Lord  Mans- 
field J  gave  him  a  hint  which  he  immediately  took.  I  hare  of- 
ten, in  this  Houfe,  been  a  witnefs  to  hints  having  been  gtveo, 
and  their  inftantaneous  elFeds.  I  have  feen  a  hint  from  uio- 
ther  high  law  charader  in  this  Houfe  [fuppofed  to  mean  the 
Lord  Chancellor]  controul  fuch  of  the  cabinet  as  have  feats 
here,  although  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  council,  and 
the  noble  vifcount  who  has  moved  you  this  addrefs,  feverally 
declared  their  fentiments  on  the  other  fide. 

After  attacking  the  cabinet,  the  lawyers,  and  the  ctmads  for 
fome  time,  in  terms  of  the  greateft  afperity,  he  reminded 
their  Lord&ips  how  exadly  the  fentiments  of  the  noble  Duke 
refpe&ing  the  meafurea  proper  lo  be  adopted  on  the  prelcnt 
occafion,  accorded  with  thofe  he  had  more  than  once  takm 
die  liberty  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
feffion  of  Parliament. 

He  faid,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  city  of  London  had 
ever  maintained  a  very  high  and  confpicuous  fituation  in  the 
political  hiftory  of  this  country,  particularly  at  feafons  of  pe- 
ril or  approaching  danger.  The  city  of  London  paid  about 
the  fixth  part  of  the  whole  public  revenue  :  but  how  did  the 
fpirit  of  this  ruinous  fyftem  operate  upon  the  city  of  London  \ 
After  creating  the  neceffity  of  laying  on  new  taxes,  and  lay- 
ing one  upon  dwelling  houfes,  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  finances  endeavoured,  under  the  colour  of  law,  atid  an  ex- 
tra-judicial opinion  of  the  judges,  to  convert  this  dwelling- 
houfe  tax  into  a  warehoufe,  as  well  aa  a  dwelling*houfe  tax. 
Weil,  what  did  this  great  financier  next  do?  Contrary  to 
every  principle  of  trade  and  commerce ;  contrary  td  his  owa 
pretended  principle  of  laying  taxes  upon  luxuries  alone,  or 
things  which  might  be  fairly  deemed  to  come  within  that  dc- 
fcription  ;  cot^traiy  to  the  fentiments  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  very  bafis  of  the  conftitution,  be  laid  a 
tax  upon  warehoufes. 

Without  the  fyftem  qf  government  was  changed,  as  had 
been  well  obferved  by  the  noble  Duke  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  a  farce  to  talk  of  unanimity,  or  while  the  men 
who  were  the  authors  of  all  our  calamities  and  diflrefles  re- 
mained in  power,  only  to  devife  frefh  mifchifs  and  perpetuate 
them.  He,  for  one,  wou]d  never  confent  to  pledge  his  life 
or  fortune,  much  lefs  his  own  honour,  and  the  liberties  and 
dc&nce  of  his  country,  to  thofe  who  had  fo  often  milled,  de« 
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epived^  and  betrayed  it.  Which  of  their  Lordfhipswovld 
appoint  a  fteward  to  take  care  of  his  eftatc,  who  had  no  bet-. 
ter  claim  lo  his  truft  or  confidcnca  than  ilating  lo  him,  "  I 
have  thrown  away,  from  a  corrupt,  ignorant,  and  oppre^v^ 
difpoiition,  a  very  confiderable  part  of  its  produce,  in  har-» 
railing  and  vexatious  iaw-fuits ;  I  have  plundered  vou  my«* 
ielf,  to  a  very  confiderable  amount;  I  have  lavimed  iiii« 
inenfe  fums  on  thofe  who  have  aflifted  me  in  my  plans  of 
oppreffion,  impoiltion,  and  extortion,  or  in  fcreening  mj 
villanies  from  you.  One  half  of  your  Lord(hip*5  fortune  is 
already  loft,  the  other  part  may  be  prelerved ;  your  Lord* 
ihip  is  ftill  poiTciled  of  it ;  you  muft  keep  it  as  well  as  you 
can,  for  my  condu£t  has  brought  many  demands  on  it,  and 
railed  up  many  competitors  :  but  you  had  better  neverthe- 
lefs  continue  your  confidence  in  me,  for,  as  I  firft  alTured 
your  Lordihip,  I  will  give  you  every  afliftancc  in  my  po- 
wer." 

His  Lordfhip  highly  applauded  the  noble  Duke's  manly  ex- 
portation to  union.  He  perfe£lly  coincided  with  his  Crrace^ 
that  it  was  union  only  that  could  bring  us  through  our  pre* 
fent  difficulties  :  but  he  was  well  pleafechto  obferve,  that  the 
Tinion  recommended  by  the  noble  Duke  was  conditional ; 
that  it  was  to  be  preceded  by  a  change  of  fyftem,  confequent- 
ly  a  change  oiF  meafures*  He  moft  fincerely  fubfcribcSd  to 
his  Grace's  opinion,  that  our  /alvation  depended  folely  on 
union,  and  if  united,  that  we  were  fully  equal  to.  refift  and 
defeat  the  deepeft  defigns  and  moft  vigorous  efforts  of  our 
moft  defperate  enemies. 

He  begged  leave  to  recall  to  their  Lordfliips'  remembrance^ 
that  he  had  more  than  once  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffion,  en- 
tered pretty  fully  into  this  fubjeft,  that  of  our  ability  to  repel 
and  retaliate  on  our  foreign  enemies,  and  had  referred  to  in- 
ftances  drawn  from  our  own  hiftory,  as  well  as  that  of  other  na- 
tions ;  that  he  had  defcribed  the  ftate  of  this  country  at  two  ve- 
ry critical  periods  indeed,  thofe  of  the  reigns  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth and  of  King  William,  and  of  Holland,  when  farrouod- 
ed  by  the  numerous  armies  of  Louis  XIV.  in  the  year  1672.^ 
The  fate  of  the  Spanifli  Armada  was  too  well  known  to  call 
for  any  particulars,  fo  was  that  of  our  navy,  after  the  fight 
off  Beachy,  in  the  year  1690,  when  the  fleet  of  France  rode 
for  full  two  months  triumphant  in  our  channel,  and  that  at 
a  time  when  more  than  one  half  of  the  nation  were  miilakea- 
ly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  a  peijured  tyrant.  Yet  in  none 
of  thofe  very  trying  and  alarming  ficuatioiu  did  we  deipond* 
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Wc  had  ftill  gr«flt  refources  ;  wc  could  vie  with  the  l>right- 
cft  period  of  our  biftory,^  in  great  and  refpeflable  haqacs,  iq 
our  fleets  and  armies.  Our  navy,  though  far  (horC  of  what 
k  oijght  to  be,  was  ncverthelefs  formidable  ;  our  armies  nu- 
jmcrous  and  well  difciplined  ;  we  were  ftill  a  free  people,  and 
therefore  had  a  ftake  to  lofe  worth  contending  for. 

His  Lordlhip  entered  ipto  a  minute  account  of  the  internal 
^  ftatc  of  this  country,  when  it  was  threatened  by  the  Spaniih 
Armada,  which  contained  a  narrative  of  the  feveral  meafares 
Queen  Elizabeth  adopted,  the  inftruAions  given  at  Tilbary 
camp  by  that  Princefs  to  the  Earl  of  Cumberlaxul,  and  the 
di^rcnt  precautions  taken  in  the  event  of  a  niiral  defeat,  &c« 
which  it  is  unneceiTary  to  repeat,  as  they  fo  often  appeared 
in  the  debates  of  laft  feilion* 

His  Lordfhip  again  recurred  to  general  exhortations  to 
tinion^  for  withovit  it,  national  deftrudion  was  inevitable ; 
but  this  great  bafi$  of  public  fafety  could  ^eyer  be  laid,  but 
on  the  ruins  of  that  baleful,  wicked,  and  abfyrd  fyilein  of 
politics  which  had  pervaded  our  coyncils  for  the  laft  eighteen 
years,  and  which  muft  be  cut  up  by  the  very  roots  ;  till  the 
puppet  minifters  were  driven  from  their  prefent  ficuations, 
and  the  fecrct  advifers  draped  forth  into  open  day,  and  ez^ 
cmplary  and  condign  puniihment  iuflifled  on  them. 

His  Lordiliip  profefled  himfelf  to  be  of  no  party,  bot  fea- 
^y  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power,  and  fland  forth  with  his 
life  and  fortune,  as  he  deemed  neither  to  be  his  own,  when 
his  country  demanded  them.  There  ou^ht  to  be  now  but 
one  party  in  this  country,  who  ftiould  diftmguilh  themfelves 
iblely  in  its  defence,  with  a  warm,  refolute,  and  fpirited  zeal 
for  its  honour.  In  fuch  a  party  he  was  ready  that  inftant  10 
enlift ;  he  cared  not  who  they  were,  or  of  what  dcnomina^ 
tion,  unlefs  it  were  thofe  who  had  led  us  or  betrayed  ns  into 
our  prefent  calamitous  lituation ;  that  wicked,  umiatun), 
and  deftrudive  fyftem  once  diflblved,  he  for  one,  had  nothing 
to  fear,  he  had  not  a  fingle  doubt,  that  fliould  inch  an  event 
take  place,  the  country  oeing  again  united,  would  in  tiie  end 
recover  its  wonted  power,  dignity,  fame  and  glory. 

He  begged  pardon ;  he  was  cohicious  how  often,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  and  prefent  feffion,  he  had  experienced  their 
Lordfliips*  indulgence,  on  fome  of  the  topics  treated  of  by 
him  this  day,  which  would  always  be  a  fufficient  induce- 
ment to  him  never  willingly  or  knowingly  to  abufe  it,  but 
he  trufled  the  occaiion  would  plead  his  excufe,  as  he  pre- 
fumed,  thsft  the  propriety  of  recurring  to  feme  of  his  foraicr 

argu. 
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ftrguments,  returned  with  double  forcel    He  begged  leavli 
to  mention  a  parcicnlar  cf iicumftance  applicable  to  the  fab- 
je&  of  debatie,  which  readied  an  obfervation  or  two  that 
fell  from  the  nibble  Yifconnt  [Weymbuth]  who  mov6d  the , 
addrefs» 

The  noble  Duke  Who  ttioved  the  amendment  had  well  ob* 
ferved,  that  the  tbmk  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  with  th6 
nature  of  the  complaints  ftated  ih  the  manifcfto,  which  lumped 
together  amounted  in  die  whole  to  one  hundred.  No^  iaid 
the  noble  Vsfeount,  that  is  totally  unneceiTary ;  Spain  by 
her  manifefto  has  told  us,  that  fhe  no  longer  feeks  fatiafao- 
tion  in  the  way  of  negotiation — ^Granted,  that  (he  docs  not* 
Will  the  noble  Vifcount  ieriouHy  attempt  to  perfuade  this 
Houfe^  that  becaufe  Spain  has  told  us  (he  will  haye  recourfe 
to  arms,  to  procure  that  fatisfa£bion  which  ihe  charges  us 
with  denying,  that  their  Lordfhips  ought  not  to  be  made  ac* 
quainted  with  the  motives  which  induced  the  court  of  Mw^ 
drid  to  make  this  dernier  appeal.  He  was  ready  to  allow, 
that  probably  Spain  had  long  conceived  an  intention  of  makr 
ing  war,  and  only  Waited  for  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
carrying  this  intention  into  execution  ;  for  indeed  the  rea^^ 
fons  fuggefted  in  tlie  manifefio  appeared  to  him  little  better 
than  mere  pretences,  and  fuch  as  the  court  of  Madrid  ought 
to  be  afliamed  of;  it  was  nevetthelefs  incumbent  upon  mt- 
hifters  to  give  Parliament  every  fatisfa£kion  relative  tot]i& 
whole  progrefs  of  both  the  mediation  and  negotiation,  be>- 
cauic  Parliament  would  be  better  enabled  to  decide  and  pix>« 
nounce  with  certainty  on  their  truth  or  faliity.  ^ 

After  tahing  great  pains  to  fliew  the  propriety  of  mini- 
fters,  even  if  for  no  other  ceafon  but  that  of  defending  theni* 
ielves  againft  fome  harfh  expreffions  perfonally  pointed  at 
them  in  the  manifefto^  laying  the  ftate  of  the  negociation 
before  the  Houfe,  he  made,  a  few  obfervations  on  another 
reafbn  urged  by  the  noble  YiCbount,  which  was,  that  fucha 
difclofuFtrwoukl  not  be  proper,  till  Lord  Grantham  fhould 
retum  from  the  court  of  Madrid.  Firft  in  point  of  tim^ 
juft  at  the  eve  of  a. prorogation ;  fecondly,  what  could  Ixnd 
GrajiCham  tell,  when,  he  did  arrive  ?  Not  a  fyllable  more 
tban  was  contained  in  the  papers  on  the  table.  It  was  thero- 
jfore  to  die  laft  degree  abfurd,  to  thus  amufe  or  fmpofe  xxpaik 
the  Heufe.fo  flimfy  an  apology.  What  information  had 
the  0Aer.Tia}At  Vifcount  JTStormont]  or  minifters  given  tfachr 
Lordfiiipa^  iince  hisLordiniip's  return  from  the  court  of-Vt^- 
failles^  tkoiigb  full  fifteen  months  had  elapfed  ?  WbaCdMiis . 
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know^  or  what  had  he  told,  but  that  he  had  informed  mini* 
flcrs  of  the  treaty  between  France  and  America  in  the  va- 
rioas  fta^s  of  its  progrefs  to  its  final  comptetion  ?  And  how 
had  minifters  afied  ?  By  denying  in  one  Houfe  that  they  had 
any  information,  and  in  this,  owning  they  received  it,  but 
did  not  believe  it. 

^B^  Earl  of  Carli/k  laid  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  noUe  Lord, 

-^'  and  charged  feveral  parts  of  his  Lordfhip's  fpeech,  with  being 
fraught  with  malediftory  exprefiions,  reiledii^  on  fever^ 
noble  perfons,  and  others  [meanine  Lords  North  and  Ger* 
main,  and  Mr.  Eden]  who  beingabfent,;  were  not  inafitua^ 
tion  to  defend  themfelves. 

^icmiu  Dol^c  of  Chandos  faid,  that  he  believed  our  misfortunes 

originated  from  other  caufes,  than  thofe  afcribed  by  th^  no 
ble  Earl  who  fpoke  lately  [Shelbumc.]  His  Grace  fpokc  of 
the  public  and  private  virtues  of  his  Majefty,  and  contended, 
that  mtnifters  were  far  from  defervin^  the  very  gro(s  chaigci 
which  had  been  made  againft  them  m  the  couiie^f  the  de- 
bate. 

lordS/«r-       Lord  Stormont  faid,   he  did  not  intend  to  rife  in  the  prcfent 

^^*  debate,  but  for  fome  allufions  made  by  a  noble  Lord  .who 
fpoke  lately,  to  the  conduA  of  a*  very  dear  relation  of  his 
[Lord  Mansfield.]  The  noblr  Earl  who  fpoke  later  [Car- 
lifle]  had  in  his  opinion,  made  a  very  proper  diftinftton  be- 
tween inveAive  and  accufation,  for  no  man  prefcnt  or  ab- 
ient  could  defend  himfelf,  or  vindicate  himfelf  a^inft  ma)c- 
didory  exprefiions,  violent  inveftives,  loofe  afleitionsy  asy 
general  infinuations. 

The  noble  Duke's  amendment,  if  he  underftood  it  proper^ 
ly,  went  to  a  withdrawing  our  fleetr  and  armies  from  Ame- 
rica*.  The  words  did  not  exprefa  that  precifely  ;  but,  froo 
the  tenor  of  the  noble  Duke's  fpeech^.  he  prefumed  he  was 
warranted  in  putting  upon  diem  that  interpretation  :  ke  al- 
luded particularly  to  the  wonls,  a  due  exertion  of  tke  force, 
and  his  reconmiending  in  hisfpeech  to  coUeft  it,  in  order  to 
be  employed  againft  the  common  enemy,  the  honfe  of  Bour- 
bon* 

He  would  not  make  any  diflinfiion,  whether  recaUing  the 
troops  would  be  in  fa£t  declaring  America  independent  s  but 
he  would  tell  the  noble  Duke  fairly,  what  were  his  grovzodi 
of  dilSent  to  any  fuch  propofition.  In  one  of  the  prtTate  ar- 
ticles  of  the  treaty,  figned  in  February,  1778,  between 
France  and  the  Congrefs  delegates^  it  is  fpeciaUy  provided, 
\  the  Colonies  and  France  &aU  never  agree  to  any  terma, 
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till  the  former  is  acknowledged  independent  by  Great  Bri- 
taift.  What  then  will  be  the  confequcnce,  (ho'uld  the  troops 
be  recalled,  but  that  America,  bound  by  the  fccrct  article, 
can  never  treat  with  the  mother  country,  till  (he  is  de<clared 
independent.  This  was  the  reaKcaufe  why,  he  faid,  we 
were  not  at  that  inftant  at  peace  both  with  France  amd  Spain. 

Earl  of  Sbelbwrnc  replied,  that  he  never  intant  t6  make  ufe  Bari  of 
of  malediflory  language  or  i.nvefti ve.  His  charges,  he  faid,  ^^^^rme, 
were  zK>t  founded  in  loofe  aflTcrtions  or  vague  conjeftures, 
hut  notorious  fa{ls,  incontrovertible  in  their  nature,  and  he 
believed  fufficieatly  fpecific.  The  learned  Earl  [Mansfield] 
knew  them  to  be  direfted  at  him.  He  faid,  the  learned  Earl 
had  overturned  the  common-law  of  England,  l)oth  in  his 
profcffional  and  political  capacity.  He  did  not  (peak  by  ha- 
zard, nor  did  he  form  his  charge  upon  loofe  conjedture.  Able 
as  that  learned  Ear]  was,  confident  as  he  might  be  of  his  le- 
gal abilities  and  great  talents,  he  had  his  information  from 
more  than  one,  fully  his  equal,  as  a  lawyer  or  a  polititian> 
[fuppofed  to  mean  Lord  Camden  and  Mr.  Dunning.]  There 
was  a  fpecific  charge.  He  would  make  another,  which  came 
within  his  own  knowledge  and  habits  of  life.  It  was  the 
learned  Earl  who  led  that  Houfe  through  every  mcalure  re- 
lative to  the  American  war,  which  accurfed  war  had  finally- 
brought  on  our  prefect  calamities.  He  had  carefully  ob- 
ferved,  and  correftly  marked,  the  means,  the  arguments,  the 
artifices,  the  learned  Lord  had  employed  to  lead,  or  rather 
raifiead,  that  Houfe. 

After  prefflng  this  part  of  his  argument,  Jie  faid  he  never 
made  accufationa  behind  any  man's  back,  that  he  would  not 
repeat  to  his  face.  He  was  ready  to  repeat,  that  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  other  Houfe  [North  J  had  been  trimmed  and 
decked  out,  in  order  to  draw  in,  under  fnlfe  pretence.^,  the 
country  gentlemen  to  their  own  ruin  ;  and  to  co-operate  in 
mcafures  fatally  deftruftive  and  ruinous  in  their  confe- 
qucnces  to  the  nation  at  large.  He  was  prepared,  and  at  a 
proper  feafon  was  ready  to  piove,  that  the  other  noble  Lord 
[Germain]  at  the  head  of  tlic  American  department,  was  no 
lefs  criminal ;  that  he  had  conimitted  the  fate  of  this  country 
in  an  eventual  contcft  with  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon,  in 
order  to  enforce  unconditional,  fuhmiffion;  that  he  had  af- 
terwards baiely  humiliated  the  nation  ;  had  led  it  in  fackcloth 
and  afhes  to  the  foot  of  the  Congrefs  ;  and  after  facrificing 
the  honour  of  the  nation^  had  made  a  tender  of  the  fupreme 
and  conftitutional  contr9ul  of  this  country  over  fo  nume- 
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rous  atnd  valuable  a  part  of  our  fuUe&s ;  jret,  not  content 
with  all  this,  his  Lordfbip  for  the  fecond  time  had  relapied 
into,  his  former  dreams  of  conqueft  and  unconditional  fob- 
miflion,  by  ag^in  iniifting  that  Great  Brftairi  fhould  never 
treat  with  rebels  with  arms  in  their  hands.     He  had  beiides 
libelled  our  generals,  and  done  all  in  his  power  to  diigrace 
them  in  the  e^es  of  their  fellow  fubjeAs,  in  order  to  ikreen 
htsown  guilt  and  incapacity  ;  and  as  the  laft  effort  of  an  un- 
principled and  malevolent  mind,  had  endeavoured  to  low  the 
feeds  of  fafiion  in  the  army,  as  the  noble  Lord  oppofite  to 
him  [Sandwich!  had  fo  fucccfsfully  in  the  navy  ;  by  which 
me^ns  the  firft  officers,  naval  and  military,  had  been  drivea 
from  both  ferviceSf 
Piikt  ti         Duke  of  Jticbmondj  after  having  openly  declared  that  his 
^'"''     ^     ameildment  went  really  to  the  withdrawing  the  troops  fro«i 
America,  entered  into  a  defence  of  the  propriety  of  that 
meofure,  in  all  its  parts,  as  conneded  with  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  ;  and  profemng,  that  he  gave  up  all  cxpeAatioos  of 
unanimity  at  home,  or  fuccefs,  which  could  in  the  nature  of 
things  never  take  place,  till  preceded  bjr  a  change  of  fyftcm, 
his  Grace  concluded  with  informing  their  {^ordfRips,  Aat  he 
would  immediately  fet  oiF  for  the  country,  and  put  on  a  red 
coat,  and  there,  as  the  laft  proof  of  his  finccre  attachment 
to  his  country,  meet  its  enemies  in  the  field,  and  perifh  in 
its  defence,  or  triumph  in  their  difcomfiture* 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment ;  contents  32,  not 

contents  57. 

DiJJenucnty 

Bccaufc  the  amendment  propofed,  recommending  to  his 

Majefty  a  change  pi  fyftem  in  the  principles  and  condud  of 

the  war,  appears  to  us  to  be  warranted  by  every  confideiatioo 

which  prudence  and  experience  can  fuggcft,  and  to  be  called 

for  by  the  extreme  magnitude  of  the  dangers  which  furround 

us.     The  formal  furrcnder  of  all  right  to  tax  Norih  Amcri- 

ca,  propofed  by  the  very  fame  minifters,  who,  at  the  cxpcncc 

of  fifty  thoufand  lives,  and  thirty  millions  of  money,  had, 

for  three  years  fucceflively,  attempted  to  eftablifh  this  claim, 

neceffarily  proves,  either  that  thofe  principles  of  Icgiflation, 

.  which  they  had  thus  afl'erted  and  thus  abandoned,  were  un- 

juft  in  thcinfelves,  or  that  the  whole  power  of  Great  Britain, 

under  their  condu£^,  was  unable  to  efFcSuate  a  realbnab?e 

dependency  of  its  own  colonies.     A  dilemma  dilhonourabie 

to  them,  and  ruinous  to  us ;  and  which,  whatever  fide  is 

t^ken,  provts  them  wholly  undeferving  of  the  future  cozifi- 
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ience  of  a  Soveteign  and  a  people,  whofe  implicit  tnxSt  ia 
hem  ^thc  larged  which  ever  was  repofed  in  any  miniftcr,  bjT. 
nj  king  or  any  nation)  they  have  abuftd  in  a  manner  of 
vhich  the  records  of  Parliament  and  the  calamities  of  the  na-^  • 
ion  are  bat  too  faithful  witnelTeSi 

If,  with  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
lided  by  the  moft  lavifli  grants,  affifted  by  thirty  thoufand 
jermans,  unobftru£ted  for  a  long  time  by  any  foreign  po^ 
irer,  they  have'failed  in  three  campaigns  againft  the  unpre-^ 
tared  provinces  of  Nortl^  America,  we  (bould  hold  ourfelve$ 
inworthy  of  all  truft,  if  v^e  were  willing  to  confide  in  thofe 
bilities  which  have  totally  failed  in  the  iingle  conteft  with 
he  colonies,  for  .reicuin^  us  from  the  united  and  freih  ei* 
oTts  of  France  and  Spam,  in  addition  to  the  fuccefsful  re* 
ilance  of  North  America. 

In  fuch  a  fituation,  a  change  of  fyftem  appeared  to  us  to 
e  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  advife.  We  have  con^dered, 
ich  a  change  as  the  only  means  of  procuring  that  union  of 
oiincils,  that  voluntary  effort  of  every  individual  in  the  em- 
ire^  which  is  neceffary  to  be  called  forth  in  this  hour  of  dan-> 
er.  We  have  readily  concurred  in  a  lincere  offer  of  our 
ives  and  fortunes  in  fupport  of  his  Majefty  againfl  the  at« 
icks  of  his  enemies*  Thofe  valuable  pledges  both  of  wh^C 
I  our  own  perfonally,  and  of  what  belongs  to  our  fellow  ci-* 
izens  (which  ought  to  be,  and  are  no  leis,  dear  to  us)  givci 
s  a  full  right  to  claim  and  demand  fome  better  fecurity  foK 
leir  being  employed  with  judgment  and  e£Fe£t,  for  the  pur- 
ofes  for  which  we  ofFer  them,  than  can  be  derived  from  t&« 
pinions  in  which  all  mankind  concur  of  the  total  want  of  ca* 
acity  of  his  Majefly'sminiflers.     ^ 

\v  e  have  avoided  recommending  any  fpecific  meaiuftf^  in 
rder  not  to  embarrafs  government  in  a  moment  of  fuch  dif<* 
cultv.  But  we  hdve  nofcruple  in  declaring,  that  whatevet 
lay  oe  the  future  conduct  of  Great  Britain  with  refpeCb  ta  ' 
Lmerica,  the  colleAing  our  force  at  a  proper  time  to  refifk 
nd  annoy  our  natural  rivals  and  ancient  enemitS|  ieems  to 
s  beyond  a  doubt  to  be  proper  and  expedient. 

Secondly,  We  think  this  advice  the  more  feafonablei  be« 
lufe  we  know  the  obflinate  attachment  of  the  minifters  to 
>ac  unfortunate  fyflem,  from  the  fatal  prediU£^ion  to  which^ 
ley  have  fuffered  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  to  be  endangeTed| 
id  the  naval  flrength  of  our  powerful,  jealous,  and  natural 
vals  to  grow  under  t^eir  eyes,  without  the  leaft  attempt  to 
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intferrupt  it,  until  it  had  atrircd  at' its  prefcnt  alartning  mag- 
nitnde,  and  hoftile  direAion, 

Thirdly,  This  plan  appears  to  us  ftrongljr  enforced  by  the 
meUnchoiy  condition  in  which  the  mifcondu£t  and  criminal 
ncglcfts  of  the  minifters  have  placed  us.     Our  beft  refoorccs 
wailed  and  confumed  ;  the  Britifh  empire  rent  afander  ;  a 
cembination  of  the  moft  powerful  nations  formed  agaioil  us, 
with  a  naval  fupcriority  both  in  number  of  ibips  and  alacrity 
of  preparation.     And  this  country  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
left  entirely  expofed,  without  the  aid  of  a  fingle  ally  ;  we 
ihould  think  ourfclves  partakers  in  the  ofF6nces  of  the  mini- 
fters, and  accclTaries  to  our  own  dcftruSion,  if  we  n^eScd 
any  poffible  means  of  fccuring  a  proper  application  of  a]l 
the  f6rce  we  have  left,  from  a*  blind  confidence  in  perfons, 
on  whofe  account  no  nation  in  Europe  will  have  any  confi- 
dence in  us.     A  manly  difpofition  in  Parliament  to  apply 
the  national  wifdom  to  the  cure  of  the  national  diftempers, 
would  reftore  our  credit  and  reputation  abroad,  and  induct 
foreign  nations  to  court  that  alliance  which  now  they  fij 
from ;  would  invigorate  our  exertions  at  home,   and  call 
forth  the  full  operation  of  that  Britifli  fpirit  which  has  lb 
often,  under  the  difeftion  of  wife  counfel  and  a  proteSinj 
Providence,   proved  fopcrior  to  ^numbers,  but  which  c2n 
have  no  cxiftcncc,  but  from  a  well-founded  opinion,  that  i: 
ii  to  be  exerted  under  minifters  and  commanders  who  poCeii 
the  efteem  and  afFefVion  of  the  people. 

We  have  in  vain  called  for  fame  plan  on  which  to  bui^J 
better  hope^,  or  for  fome  reafon  for  adhering  to  the  preicz: 
fyftem.  * 

\Ve  have  in  vain  rcquefted  to  know  what  have  been  the 
circumftances  of  the  mediation,  what  are  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  Spanilh  court,  in  order  that  wc  may 
weigh  the  juftice  of  that  war  in  which  we  are  going  to  en- 
gage ;  on  which  foundation  alone  we  can  rely  for  the  pso- 
tection  of  Providence.' 

We  have  urged  the  neceflity  of  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion continuing  to  fit,  that  his  Majefty  may  not  be  dep^iY^i 
of  the  advice  of  Parliament  in  fuch  a  difficult  crifis. 

All  thcfe  reprefcntations  hgve  been  met  with  a  fullen  aro 
unfatisf^ftory  filence  ;  which  gives  us  but  too  much  reafon  to 
conclude  that  minifters  mean  to  perfevere  in  that  unhapnv 
courft,  ^hich  has  been  the  caufe  of  all  our  misforruno. 
After  doing  ouriitmoft  to  awaken  the  Houfe  to  abetter  fei:*- 
oFtSifigs,  we  take  this  rtefhod  of  clearing  ourfelves  of  tic 
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conlcquences  which  muflf  refult  from  the  continuance  of  fucK 

meafures,  .    •   » 

Richmond,  Manchesteii,    , 

ABEkGAY]?NNY^  EfFINGHAM, 

Derby,  Ferrers, 

De  Ferrars,  Kino,                 ^ 

Harcourt,  Portland, 

Rockingham,  Radnor, 

Scarborough,  Coventry,        .♦     ^ 

PoNsoNBY,  Hereford, 

Devonshire,  Foley, 

Egremont,  ^     Fitzwilliam.  ^ 
Adjournments  and  private  bufinefs  till 

Bills  to  augment  the  militia  and  ntan  the  navy  read  th^ 
firft  time. 

Marquis  of  Rockingham  faid,  the  alarming  ftate  oJF  the  couq-  Mar^itoff 
try,  and  the  weak  ftate  of  the  navy,  thou^  imputable  xq^^^v 
nuniftry  in  general,  were  particularly  fo  to  the  firft  Lord  of      * 
the  admiralty,  who  fuflfered  the  navy,  the  great  bulwark  of 
the  kingdom,  to1)e  in  ib  deplorable  a  ftate  (ihotwithftanding 
his  repeated  promifes,  tliat  it  (hould  be  equal  at  leaft,  if  not 
fuperior,  to  the  united  fleets  of  the  houie  of  ^urbon)  that 
it  was  now  much  weaker  than  it  had  been  on  former  occa* 
iioDSof  public  danger,  and  although  fo  many  millions  had 
been  granted  for  the  fupport  of  it,  it  was  barely  equal  to  the  ' 
fleet  of  France  alone*     The  Marquis  enumerated  various 
inftaoces  of  inifcondu£t  in  the  admiralty  .department,  and 
particularly  mentioned  the  fuffering  fev^n  fail  of  Eaft-lndia- 
men  to  put  to  fea  under  convoy  of  only  one  fbip,  fome  day» 
after  the  Breft  fleet  had  failed.    He  attacked  minifters  le« 
verely  on  this  faft,  and  charged  them  with  being  either 
grofsly  ignorant  and  deficient  of  neceflary  intelligence,  or 

frofsly  inattentive  to  fuch  information  as  thejr  obtained., 
le  faid  their  conduA  refpeftinff  the  Spaniih  refcript  w^s  a 
frefh  inftance  either  of  their  ne^ed,'  or  of  their  Want  of  in«^ 
tcUigence.  If  they  had  known  of  it  before  it  wa*  delivered, 
and  law  that  the  war  muft  happen,  they  ought  not  to  have 
deceived  Parliament,  and  declared,  that  there  was  no  fear 
of  a  war  with  Spain,  neither  ought  they  to  have  come  now 
With  a  violent  bill,  which  nothing  but  the  moft  preffing  exi* 
gency  of  affairs  could  juftify  ;  the  meafure  fhould  have  been 
adopted  fooner,  in  order  to  have  rendered*  it  effectual;  and, 
if  they  had  not  forefeen  the  event,  they  were  the  ox^y  perfons 
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igaomtt  of  its  beine  likely  to  occur ;  an  ignoratice  die  more 
inexcufable^  becaole  they  had  been  told  of  it  from  almoin 
every  man  on  thatiide  the  Houfe.  He  (aid,  he  wondered 
not  at  their  tumii^  a  deaf  ear  to  the  noble  Lords  near  hina^ 
after  they  hsid  turned  adeaf  ear  to  the  advices  of  their  own 
ambaflador.  What  he  alluded  to  was,  the  circumftance  of  a 
noble  Vifcoont^s  rifing  in  that  Houfe  (in  confequence  of  a 
queftion  being  put  to  him,  whether  he  had  or  had  not  fent 
minifters  due  and  timely  information  of  the  treaty  between 
the  court  of  Verfailles  and  the  Congrefs  of  America,  being 
in  progreft)  and  declaring,  that  he  had  not  only  ient  mini- 
ftry  word  of  his  knowing  that  the  treaty  was  on  foot,  but 
had  fent  them  word  of  his  being  confirmed  in  his  knowledge 
of  it,  and  of  its  conditions.  At  that  time  he  remembered 
a  noble  Vi(count  then  in  his  eye  [Lord  Weymouth j  who 
fill  next  to  the  noble  Vifcount  in  qaeftien,  rofe,  and  (aid  that 
it  might  be  true ;  that  what  the  noble  Vifcount  had  declared 
was  in  every  refpeft  well  founded,  but  they  were  not  bound 
to  believe  it.  The  Marquis  added,  that  he  thought  this  at 
the  time  a  little  extraordinary,  but  from  what  he  had  lately 
heard  the  noble  Vifcount;  who  was  ambaHador  at  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  fay  refpeAing  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  of  the 
delicacy  with  which  that  court  oug^t  to  be  fpoken  of,  and 
the  little  doubt  there' was  to  be  made  of  Caftitian  honour  and 
fincerity,  he  gave  the  miniftry  credit  for  not  placing  too 
much  reliance  on  what  came  from  the  noble  Vifcount.  Ha- 
ving dwelt  for  fbme  little  time  on  the  deceit  of  the  miniftry, 
his  Lordfhip  fpokeof  his  own  conduft,  and  juftiiied  himfelf 
from  tht  chaige  of  inordinate  ambition,  vls  the  main  fpring 
of  his  aftions,  by  reciting  his  own  life,  and  declaring  the 
marked  charafter  of  his  mind  from  his  youth  upwards.  He 
*faid  he  had  been  bred  in  principles  of  the  warmeft  loyalty, 
attachment,  and  afiedion  to  his  Sovereign,  accompanied 
with  the  moft  iincere  regard  and  enthufiaftic  reverence  for 
the  conftitution.  That  from  his  earlieft  infancy  he  had  afl- 
cd  upon  thcfe  principles.  That  during  the  reign  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  predecdibr,  he  had,  as  fome  of  thofe  who  faw  him 
then  well  knew,  (hewn  ^e  moft  zealous  ardour  to  prove  his 
loyalty.  That  fcis  Majefty  of  that  day  had  done  him  the 
honour  to  fay,  he  regarded  him  as  a  man  of  integrity.  That 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prcfent  reign,  he  felt  the  fame  at- 
tachment to  the  throne,  but  was  fofry,  in  the  opening  of  the 
reign,  to  fee  tfiat  defigns  were  fortbing  by  intetcfted  indi- 
viduals  near  the  King's  perfon,  which  neither  promilcd  ho- 
nour 
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nour  to  the  Sovereign,  nor  happinefs  or  advantage  to  kis 
fubjeas.  That  his  Majefty  thought  proper  to  cntruft  him 
with  the  aflminiftration  of  his  affairs.  That  at  that  moment 
he  ambitioned  nothing ;  his  fole  objcft  -was  to  aft  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  fliould  preicrve  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
happinefs  and  grofpcrity  of  the  fubjefts  in  general ;  that  he 
icgardcd  the  Americans  as  the  younger  children  of  the 
Ciovvn,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  humoured  thelc 
frowr^rdnefs,  and  contributed  to  their  comfort,  refting  on 
that  aloije  his  hopes  to  render  them  dutiful  and  affeftionate 
to  their  parent  country.  How  different  had  been  tlie  con- 
duft  of  thofe  who  fucceeded  him  in  office  !  Inftead  of  falling 
in  with  the  little  waywardnefsof  America,  .  they  had  oppofcd 
the  ilcrnn^cfs  of  power  to  the  harmlefs  bent  of  inclination  in 
the  colonies.  They  had  thwarted  America  in  every  point, 
and  denied  her  requciis  in  every  particular;  Not  that  he 
meant  to  fay,  America  had  been  unreaibnable  in  her  requefts  ; 
moil  of  them  were  founded  on  juftice,  and  upon  our  denial  of 
giving  them  the  relief  they  praye^/or,  rofted  that  righteouf- 
nefs  of  cauie  which  upheld  every  ftep  fhe  had  taken.  The 
Marquis  mentioned  his  Majefty's  having  thought  proper  to 
change  his  adminiftration,  and  declared  heat  the  time  cbear^ 
fully  acquifced  in  the  alteration,  hoping  that  matters  would 
be  conduced  by  n^en  more  capable  of  undertaking  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  public  affairs  than  himfelf.  How  far  they 
had  been  well  condufted,  he  left  it  to  the  world  to  deter- 
mine. Of  this  he  was  certain,  they  could  not  have  been 
condufted  with  more  zeal  for  hit  Majefty's  honour,  nor  with 
more  anxiety  to  promote  the  profperity  of  all  his  people. 
Having  come  to  this  point,  the  Marquis  mentioned  Ireland, 
and  defired  to  know  what  minifters  intended  to  do  refpeding 
that  loyal  and  diftreffcd  country  ?  He  faid,  it  was  highly  ne- 
Ceflary  that  they  fliould  go  a  ftep  farther  than  their  late  re-: 
Iblution,  before  Parliament  arofe.  He  complained  of  the 
chief  part  of  his  motion  refpe£iing  Ireland,  ibme  weeks  ago, 
}iaving  been  iniidiouily  omitted,  and  faid,  tliat  nothing  but  < 

the  hope  that  the  J^ing^s  fervants  were  in  carneft,  fliould  have 
inducied  Imn  to  have  agreed  to  the  omiffion.  After  difcuffing 
this  miach  at  large,  he  defired  to  know  whether  minifters 
meant  to  prorogue,  or  only  to  adjourn  Parliament,  and  at 
length  adverted  to  the  bills  upda  the  table,  which  he  termed 
meafures  of  great  magnitude,  and  upon  the  face  of  them  «t 
confeffion  on  the  part  of  the  miniftry,  that  the  ftate  of  af- 
fair^ was  defperate.     Hft  declared  his  readinefs  to  ferve  hit 
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country  as  far  as  his  abilities  would  allow,  and  faid  he  was 
fully  convinced  that  great  as  the  danger  might  He,  this  coun- 
try was  equal  to  meet  it  fully  and  fairly,  provided  unanimi- 
ty prevailed.  That  unanimity,  however,  he  feared  coold  not 
take  place  while  thofc  who  had  by  their  milinanagetnent  in- 
duced the  prefcnt  danger,  were  ftill  in  office.  He  would  not 
oppofc  the  bill,  but  he  had  great  ohjeftions  to  it  in  its  pre- 
fcnt ftate,  objcftions  which  he  fhould  offer  at  the  proper 
time,  and  when  the  bill  came  to  be  debated. 

With  regard  to  the  indemnity  bill,  he  faid,  that  it  was 
not  a  little  hard  upon  the  fubjeft,  that  after  minifters  had 
from  time  to  titije  been  apprized  of  their  fatal  miicondud, 
and  forewarned  of  the  confequences  which  would  incvitablr 
follow,  they  (hould,  when-  the  predifted  eflFcft  really  cairie 
upon  them,  urge  Parliament  to  confent  to  bills  which  went 
mimccliately  to  deftroy  the  liberty,  and  dtfturb  the  quiet  and 
comfort  of  individuals,  merely  ujwn  the  grounds  of  that  ne- 
ccfliry,  which  they  had,  by  their  obftinacy  and  their  igno- 
rance, given  rife  to.     Tlic  idemnity  bill,  the  Marquis^ de- 
clared to  be  founded  upon  vtelence  and  injufticc  ;  it  was  fuch 
a  bill  as  ought  never  to  be  count^anced  but  in  a  moment  of 
the  itjoft  prefling  emergency  ;   it  tended  direftly  to  violate 
parliamentary  faith,  and  to  deftroy  that  confidence  whirii 
ought  always  to  be  religioufly  preferved  between  the  Icgiiia- 
turc  and  the  fubjcft  :  acid  10  this,  it  carried  in  it  an  extraor- 
dinary gift  of  power   to  the  firft  Lord  of  the   admiralty. 
That  was  a  point  which  ought  to  be  fettled;  was  it  nmler- 
ftood,  that  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  was  to  grant  war- 
rants of  ipTOit£\ion  ad  lilltum  P  The  l)ill  took  away  all  par- 
liamentary proteftions  ;  why  did  it  not  remove  all  others? 
If  it  was  founded  on  neccfliiy,  that  neceflity  ought  to  have 
Its   prevalence  in  all  cafes  without  partiality.     He  begged 
therefore  to  know,  if  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  was^  by 
this  bill,  to  be  created  Ible  arbiter  of  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
)eft  }  The  qneftion  was  ferious  and  important,  and  therefore 
he  expeftcd  it  would  be  anfwcrcd. 
^r]  of  Earl  of  Sami^utch  lametTtcd,  that  the  bill  did  not  meet  vrlth 

Sandwich,  ^gj  unanimity,  ^which  he  had  flattered  himfclf  would  cha- 
rafterize  its  reception.  From  what  had  palled  dli  the  laft 
day's  debate,  and  from  what  had  then  fallen  from  the  nobie 
Lords  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he  had  been  indacrd 
to  hope,  tWnt  as  the  ohjeft  of  the  war  was  now  changed,  and 
fis  the  qneftion  at  prefent  was,  whether  France  and  Spain 
Ihould  be  vigort>ufly  oppofed,  every  one  of  their  Lordihip^ 
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would  join  heart  and  hand  in  adding  to  the  ncccffary  exer- 
tions of  government,^  He  would  not  fay,  that  there  was  an 
cppoiition  to  the  bill ;  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  nobl6 
Marquis,  he  was  convinced  there  would  not  be  any  ;  he  was 
forry  to  find,  however,  that  tbeie  was  even  the  fhadow  of  an 
oppofition  to  it.  The  exigency  of  affairs  was  certainly  great, 
bat  it  was  fuch  as  ought  rather  to  create  an  ardour  in  the 

,  mind  of' every  true  lover  of  his  country,  than  any  idea  of 
defpair.  The  prefcnt  meafure  was  a  neccffary  one,  and 
added  to  the  other  preparatipns,  would  put  the  iafety  of  the 
country  out  of  doubt.  With  regard  to  what  the  noble  Mar- 
quis had  thrown  out  refpefting  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  it  was 
a  frcfh  proof  to  him,  that  every  Lord  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  thought  it  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  attack  the  firft 
JLord  of  the  admiralty,  let  there  be  grounds  for  an  attack  of 
that  aim  and  direction  or  not ;  for  what  had  been  the  prin- 
cipal bufinefs  of  oppofition  during  the  feifion  ?  To  endeavour 
to  difqijiet,  accufe,  and  harrafs  as  much  as  pofiible  that  ofii- 
cer  of  the  crown,  who  in  the  prcfent  crifis  had  moft  bufineft 
of  importance  upon  his  hands^  and  who,  if  noble  Lords  had 
really  confidered  the  interefts  of  their  country,  and  had  thofe 
interefls  as  fincerely  at  heart  as  they  declared  they  had,  they 
would  rather  have  encouraeed  to  additional  exertion  than 
endeavoured  to  teize  into  diicontent  with  himfelf,  and  difre- 
gard  of  his  public  duty.  Charge  after  charge  had  been  urg^i 
againft  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  what  'had  been 

-  the  confequence  ?  Every  one  of  the  various  charges  that  had 
been  urs^ed  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  againft  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  admiralty,  had  been  in  the  clcarcft  and  ful- 
kft  manner  refuted  and  difproved.  His  Lordfhip,  in  reply 
to  what  the  Marquis  had  thrown  out  refpcfting  the  ill  con- 
duft  of  miniftei^  heretofore,  faid,  it  was  true,  that  from  un- 
forefeen  accidents,  from  ill -fuccefs  in  points  which  promifcd 
a  much  better  iffue,  the  meafures  of  his  Majefty*s  fervants 
had  not  all  of  them  turned  out  fo  well  as  they  had  every 
reafon  in  the  world  to  have  expe£^ed.  He  was  far  from  blam- 
ing any  perfon,  or  faying  who  was  in  the  wrong.  He  did 
not  mean  to  cenfure,  he  fpoke  merely  in  defence  of  thofe 
who  were  unjuftly  accuied,  for  furely  it  was  no  proof  of 
criminality  to  have  been  unfucccfsful.  The  noble  Marquis 
had  thought  proper  to  fay,  that  the  navy  was  in  k  deplorable 
ftate.  He  denied  the  aifertion ;  on  the  contrary,  he  infii^- 
ed  upon  it,  that  the  navy  was  at  prefent  in  the  moft  refpeft- 
able  ftate  that  ever  was  known  fince  Great  Britain  was  a 
Vol.  XIL  Xxx  king- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S22  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1779^ 

kingdom*  To  prove  this,  his  Lordlhip  recapitulated  the 
number  of  men  and  fhips  in  commiffion  during  four  years  of 
the  laft  war,  and  particularly  inflanced  the  amount  of  each 
in  1759,  which  was  by  far  the  year  of  the  grcateft  exertion. 
In  that  year  he  fbated  that  86,700  and  odd  men  were  borne 
on  the  books  of  the  Ihips  of  the  line  then  in  commiffion,  and 
that  the  number  of  fhips  was  q7.  At  prefent,  he  declared, 
we  had  not  quite  fo  many  Ihips,  but  what  we  had  were 
greatly  fuperlor  in  point  of  ftrengih,  being  chiefly  fii-fk  and 
fecond  rates  (whereas  in  1759,  out  of  the  number  ft atcd, 
there  were  twenty -five  fixty-gun  fhips,  and  now  we  had  but 
one  lixty-gun  fhip)  and  the  number  of  our  feamen  at  prefent 
amounted  to  81,000  and  odd,  which,  confidering  that  wc 
loft  i8,cooof  the  feamen  employed  laft  war,  by  not  having 
America,  was  furely  a  very  confiderable  number.  The  fleet 
under  Sir  Chnrles  Hardy,  he  faid,  was  as  fine  a  fleet  as  ever 
was  fent  out;  it  was  now  very  ftrong,  and  in  a  few  days  it 
would,  he  hoped,  be  much  ftronger.  The  noble  Marquis 
had  complained  of  feven  Eaft-Indiamen  having  been  fcnt  to 
fea  under  the  convoy  of  a  fhip  of  forty  guns,  and  he  had  for- 
merly faid  of  twenty  guns.  The  noble  Marquis  was  miftaken 
inboth  points.  It  was  neither  a  fhip  of  twenty,  nor  a  fhip 
of  forty,  but  a  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  accompanied  with  a  fri- 
gate. At  the  fame  time  they  were  fuffered  to  fail,  Admiral 
Darby  was  at  fea  with  ten  fliips  of  the  line  ;  therefore  there 
was  no  danger.  As  foon,  however,  as  Admiral  Darby  re- 
turned, orders  were  fent  after  the  Indiamen  to  bring  them 
back.  By  fome  accident,  the  firft  orders  did  not  reach  them ; 
other  orders  were  afterwards  fent,  which  did  come  up  with 
them,  and  they  returned  fafe.  His  Lordfhip  juftified  the 
fufFering  them  to  fail  at  firfi,  upon  the  then  ftrong  appear- 
ance of  fafety,  and  the  prefling  requcfts  of  the  company,  that 
they  might  fail  as  early  as  polfible.  The.  French  fleet  alfo, 
it  had  nnce  appeared,  were  not  out ;  and  the  event  had 
proved,  that  had  they  l^en  permitted  to  fail  they  would  have 
gone  fafe.  His  Lordfliip  next  took  notice  of  what  the  Mar- 
quis had  faid  refpefting  Ireland,  and  declared,  he  uaderfiood 
that  matter  was  fettled  to  the  fatisfadion  of  both  countries. 
He  then  returned  to  hi§  great  topic,  the  ftate  of  the  navy, 
and  faid,  that  every  effort  of  vigour  was  making  in  his  de- 
partment, aoij  fo  far  was  he  from  thinking  that  there  was 
aay  blame  due  to  the  firft  Lord  oif  the  admiralty  on  the  fcore 
of  negleft  or  inattention,  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  time 
w^uld  fliew^  that  tt^ere  had  not  only  been  the  greateft  exer- 
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tion  that  ever  was  known  for  the  laft  two  years,  or  rather  for 
the  laft  eighteen  months  (For  fince  that  time  only  the  war 
had  really  been  commenced,  and  this  country  had  began  to  put 
forth  her  ftrengch)  but  that  the  navy  was  on  a  very  refpedable 
footing,  and  very  (hortly  it  would  bf  much  more  refpeflable 
.  than  it  now  was.  He  acknowledged,  that  at  prefent  the  on- 
ly deficiency  was  want  of  men  ;  the  bill  under  cnnfideration 
would»  he  trufted,  remedy  that  complaint ;  indeed,  what  had 
been  done  under  the  idea  of  it  already,  had  materially,  very 
noaterially,  leiTened  the  neceffity  in  queftion,  and  in  a  very 
little  time  indeed,  he  hoped,  the  neceffity  would  no  longer 
exift. 

Earl  of  D<rby  faid,  that  there  was  not  any  one  of  their  Earl  qf 
Lordfhips  more  willing  to  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  1>»^J*' 
kingdom  in  a  moment  like  the  prefent,  when  minifters  them- 
felves  acknowledged  the  great  peril  in  which  we  ftood,  than 
he  was.  He  heartily  wiihed  that  the  unanimity  which  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  adverted  to, 
could  be  brought  about.  Perfedly  convinced  he  was,  that, 
at  lead  on  the  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  which  he  then  ftood,  an 
^inanimity  of  fentiment  to  fupport  his  Majefty  againfl.  his  ene- 
mies of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,,  prevailed  in  the  moft  eminent 
degree  ;  but  how  was  it  poffible  that  they  ihould  be  unani- 
mous in  joining  in  the  meafures  propofed  by  thofe  very  mini- 
fters  who  had, "by  their  mifcondu£t,  their  weaknefs,  and  their 
want  of  policy,  brought  this  once  glorious  kingdom  to  the 
miferable  condition  to  which  (he  then  felt  herfclf  reduced* 
He  meant  not  to  oppofe  the  prefent  bills,  becaufe  in  fuch  a 
moment,  he  would  not  furniih  minifters  with  a  pretence  to  be 
brought  forward  in  future,  why  they  were  unfuccefsful ; 
neither  (hould  he  have  rifen  at  all  that  day,  had  not  the  no- 
ble Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  faid,  that  ^very  charge  ^ 
which  had  been  brought  againft  him  had  bten  difproved. ' 
Good  God,  was  it  poilible  for  their  Lordfliips  to  have  pa- 
tience, and  hear  fuch  an  aflertion  !  Had  not  a  noble  Earl 
moved  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  for  the  removal  of  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  admiralty  but  a  few  weeks  fince,  and  had  not  the 
noble  Earl  fupportcd  his  motion  by  a  variety  of  facts,  to  fc- 
veral  of  which  no  anfwer  had  been  given  ?  Had  any  refuta-  « 
tion  been  attempted  of  the  charge  of  leaving  Lord  Howe 
in  America  without  a  reinforcement,  iti  a  moment  when 
it  was  known  that  Monfieur  D'Eftaing  was  under  fail  for 
America  with  a  large  fleet,  which,  had  wind  and  weather 
permitted,  might  have  extinguiflied  all  our  hopes  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe  i  What  anfwer  had  been  given  to  the 
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charge  of  not  having  fent  a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean  ? 
What  anfwer  had  their  Lordftiips  heard  to  the  charge  of  not 
having  fent  a  fleet  to  prevent  a  ]unAion  of  the  fleets  of  Ton* 
Ion  and  Breft  ?  Why  had  not  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty this  year  prevented  the  Breft  fleet  from  failing  out  to 
join  that  of  Cadiz  )  His  Lordfhip  added  other  interrogato- 
ries, and  denied  the  noble  Earl's  afl'ertion  was  well  founded. 
Etrl  of  Earl  of  Briftol  faid,  that  he  had  no  intention  whatever  of 

Brifiel.  yjgpg  \Yi2Lt  da)^,  had  not  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty  again  attempted  to  millead  the  Hoiife  refpeding 
the  navy.     His  Lordfliip  declared,  he  made  no  fcruple  to 

f pronounce  that  the  dcliveryof  the  Spanifh  refcript  was  folc- 
y  owing  to  our  fleet's  not  being  at  fea  fooner.  He  owned,  , 
that  the  thirty rOne  fail  of  the  hne,  now  undef  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  were  as  floe  A>ips,  and  he  believed  as  well  manned,  as 
ever  put  to  fea  ;  he  wifhed,  however,  that  they  had  gone  to 
fea  fooner,  and  he  charged  the  flrft  Lord  of  the  admiralty 
with  being  guilty  of  the  grofleft  mifconduft  in  not  having 
got  them  out  before  the  French  fleet  failed,  emphatically  de- 
claring, tliat  if  he  had,  he  verily  believed  we  might  now 
have  been  at  peace  with  France,  with  Spain,  and  with  Ame- 
rica. He  reprehended  the  fame  noble  tarl,  with  his  ufoal 
acrimony,  on  account  of  the  navy  of  England  being  decreaf* 
cd  fo  much  fincc  the  year  1771,  when  Lord  Hawkc  left  139 
fale  of  the  line  behind  him,  eighty-one  of  which,  his  Lord- 
fhip declared,  were  at  that  time  ready  for  fea.  He  aikcd 
what  had  the  noble  Lord  done  with  thofe  ftiips  and  the  money 
fo  lihcrally  and  almoft  laviflily  granted  him  by  the  public  to 
fupport  the  navy  ?  To  prove  what  the  number  of  the  navy 
at  prefent  was,  the  Earl  drew  forth  a  paper,  and  enumerating 
the  fiiips  of  the  line  under  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  under  Admi- 
ral Byron,  in  America,  in  the  Eaft-lndies,  upon  our  coaft, 
at  Corke,  and  ellewhere,  ftated  that  the  whole  of  the  (hips  of 
the  line  now  ready  for  fea  was  feventy-iix,  though  poffibly 
in  two  or  three  weeks  we  might  have  eighty  or  eighty-one. 
This,  he  faid,  was  a  numl-^r  (band alouflyfm all ;  confidering 
the  money  that  had  been  granted,  and  the  fliips  Lord  Hawke 
left,  the  navv  of  England  ought  at  leaft  to  amount  to  140 
fail,  lo  ^nlwcr  to  what  Lord  Sandwich  had  faid  refpefting 
the  want  of  men,  he  declared,  that  was  not  his  argument  ; 
he  complained  of  want  of  fliips  ;  he  was  convinced  that 
there  were  men  enough  to  be  had,  if  the  proper  means  were 
taken  to  obtain  them.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty  had  faid,  every  charge  brought  againfl:  him  had 
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m  dirproved.     He  appealed  to  their  Lordlhips  whether  he 
d  not  ftated  a  variety  of  charges  in  order  to  juftify  his 
)tion  for  an  addrefs  to  his.Majefty  for  the  removal  of  rhe 
bic  Earl.     What  was  the  coniequeQce  ?     The  motion  was 
t  rid  of  by  a  previous  qucftion-^— was  that  a  refutation  ? 
H'  noble  Lord  at  prefent  confeffed  miniftry  had  been  un- 
tunate.     Taking  him  on  that  ground  only,  it  was  an  am- 
realbn  why  he  ought  to  quit  his  office.     This  was  not  a 
y  for  unfortunate  minifters  to  guide  the  public  helm.     His 
xofliip  faid,  he  was  far  from  wiihing  to  clog  the  meafures 
government  at  this  criiis  ;  on  the  coiltrary,  he  was  ready 
allift  with  his  perfonal  fervices,  and  without  any  emolu- 
nr,  in  repelling  the  common  enemy.     He  called  upon  mi- 
ters to  give  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their  pretended  zeal 
offering  their  lives  and  fortunes  ;  declaring  that  the  words 
ich  conveyed  the  offer,  were  'not  fo  weighty  as  the  alt* 
ich   bore  it  to  the  ears  of  thofe  to  whom  they  made  it  ; 
t  they   (liould  proceed  to  realities^  and  that  now  was  the 
le  to  give  a  ted  of  their  true  meaning ;  let  them  reiiga 
ir  falaries,  their  peniions,  their  emoluments,  and  their  rever- 
is,  and  let  the  amount  go  to  the  payment  of  the  neceilary 
>cnces  6f  the  times.     Having  uttered  this  in  a  loud  tone^ 
owned  be  fpokc  with  heat  but  not  with  paffion  ;  the  fub- 
wamied  him  ;  he  deiired  to  be  heard  diftindly,  and  he 
bed  he  could  be  heard  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
er.     What  he  faid  was  fair  ;  it  was  warrantable.     At  the 
e  time  he  declared,  that  he  called  upon  thofe  who  were  in 
:e  to  make  no  very  great  facrilice.    Every  man  poffeffed  of 
thoufand  a  year,  was  able  to  give  as  much  as  he  was,  if 
r  would  but  be  contented  to  live  within  a  moderate  com* 
.     The  miniftry,  and  thofe  in  place,  had  derived  great 
tluments  from  the  public  for  many  years,  and  it  was  but 
that  in  this  hour  of  the  ncceffity  of  their  country,  they 
lid  give  back  a  little  of  the  wealtu  they  had  amafled  from 
national  revenue.     With  regard  to  one  of  the  bills  upon 
:a,ble,  it  was  liable  to  great  objeflion.     It  muft  neceifari- 
nterfere  with  the  firft  and  moftpreffiog  fervicc — that  of 
lavy.      It  would  be  impoffible  to  man  the  navy,  recruit 
Id  corps,  fill  up  the  new  levies,  and  create  a  new  militia 
ic  and  the  fame  tin>e.  The  objeAs  were  each  of  them  im- 
,nt,  but  they  could  not  be  all  ierved  at  once*     The  grcat- 
>je£t  vfc-as  our  navy,  for  upon  that,  and  that  chiefly,  refted 
pcirrity.     The  Earl  laughed  at  the  idea  of  dcfpairing. 
i  been  the  falhion  of  the  day  to  hold  out  terror  to  the 
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puWic,  to  alarm  them  and  to  throw  them  Into  dcfponded 
This  was  cruel,  it  was  unnecelTary  •  There  was  in  ihis  coc:i 
try  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  riches  and  refourccs ;  more  th^ 
abld  to  repel  ten  times- the  dangers  and  diihcuUies  that  fd 
round  us  ;  but  all  depended  upon  thofe  riches  and  thole  :| 
•fources  being  properly  called  forth  and  properly  exerted.  If  | 
heard  that  minifters  afted  wi  th  vigour,  he  would  be  the  Mitj 
to  applaud  their  cooduft.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  o(  i 
admiralty,  if  he  knew  his  duty,  would  fee  that  he  ought  to 
all  lengths  to  fupply  the  fleet  with  men.  The  indemnity  b 
was  a  very  proper  &ne,  but  why  had  not  the  meafore  K* 
fooner  adopted  ?  This  was  not  an  hour  to  talk  of  proteflic 
The  fleet  was  the  grand  objcft,  and  nothing  fliould  check  t 
exertions  to  man  it.  Had  he  been  in  the  noble  Earl's  vix 
he  would  not  only  have  put  in  pradice  what  the  bill  wee: 
authorize,  but  he  would  have  ftripped  all  the  privateers 
every  port  in  the  kingdom  ;  there  Ihould  not  have  bee: 
fingle  merchantman  fuffered  to  put  her  bowfprit  out  t: : 
till  the  grand  fleet  was  fully  manned,  and  able  to  protcftj 
When  he  faid  this,  he  did  not  mean  to  have  it  undert^ 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  commerciat  intcrcfts  ot '. 
kingdom ;  far  from  it :  no  man  had  them  more  at  her 
but  in  a  moment  like  the  prefcnt,  the  intereft  of  indivii 
depended  altogether  on  the  intereft  of  the  public ;  the  Iz 
muft  be  fcrved  iirft  in  order  to  fecure  the  former.  His  Lcn!:: 
advanced  feveral  more  very  ftrong  arguments,  in  proof  r 
our  having  a  formidable  fleet  was  the  primary  concern  of 
nation  ;  that  with  it,  we  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  that  e 
man  who  did  not  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  further 
great  objeQ,  was  an  enemy  to  the  kingdom. 
^^'^f^.  ^  Earl  of  Sandwich  in  reply,  faid,  that  the  noble  Eail 
he  differed  exceedingly  refpefting  their  fafts  ;  the  notki 
had  ftated  to  their  Lordfhips  what  he  thought  to  be  the 
fent  number  of  (hips  in  commiflion,  but  as  that  by  nor 
agreed  with  what  he  could  prove  to  be  the  number,  he: 
ged  leave  to  be  indulged  with  his  ftate  of  fafts,  and  he  w| 
leave  it  to  their  Lordihips  to  determine  which  was  the  j 
to  be  depended  upon.  The  ^loblc  Earl  had  faid,  there 
only  feventy-fix  fliips  of  the  line  in  commiflHon.  [1 
Briftol  idid,  *'  I  mentioned  feventy-fix  at  prefent,  p:' 
in  three  weeks  there  might  be  eighty  or  eighty-one.*'] 
noble  Earl  had  been  greatly  mifinformed  ;  there  were/c 
more  than  feventy-fix,  and  though  he  did  not  chu{c  cxa 
to  lay  what  was  the  number,  thus  much  he  would  fey-J 
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e  verily  believed,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  there  would  be 
)ore  than  ever  this  kingdom  had  in  commiiSon  at  a,nv  one 
me,  from  the  firft  inftitutionof  the  monarchy.  His  Lord- 
up  iniifted  upon  it,  notwithftanding  what  the  noble  Earl 
ad  faid  of  the  declining  ftate  of  the  navy,  that  the  navy  at 
relent  was  in  a  more  flouriihing  ftate  (conEdering  the  fliort 
roe  in  which  it  had  been  put  into  the  condition  it  was  now 
i)  than  had  ever  been  known.  The  noble  Earl  had  talked 
f  Lord  Hawke's  having  left  139  fail  of  the  line,  when  iie 
;ft  the  office  of  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty.  If  he  reckoned  - 
irery  thing,  he  could  make  up  a  greater  number  ;  and  if  he 
uitted  his  office  the  next  day,  a  greater  number  would  ap- 
:ar  on  paper,  butfuch  an  argument  was  mere  fallacy. 
With  regard  to  what  the  noble  Earl  had  thrown  out  rc- 
)efting  the  propriety  of  preiling  from  privateers,  &c.  h« 
^clarcd  he  was  happy  to  hear  his  Lordfhip's  fentiments  up- 
1  a  fubjeft,  in  which  the  admiralty  had  pombly  adopted  tht 
:ry  meafures  adverted  to ;  in  that  cafe  at  leaft  he  hoped  they 
lould  have  the  noble  Earl's  fupport  and  affiftance.  In  reij)e& 
)  what  the  noble  Earl  had  faid  upon  the  prefent  indemnity 
ill,  and  in  accufation  of  the  admiralty  for  not  having 
rought  in  fuch  a  bill  before,  he  J)egged  their  Lonifhips  in 
cneral  to  confider,  that  the  meafure  was^  as  had  been  flated, 
meafure  of  fome  violence,  and  fuch  as  certainly  tended  to 
rprive  many  individuals  of  their  preient  comfort ;  it  would 
icrefore  have  been  highly  unjuftifigble  to  have  harraiTed  the. 
b}€&  with  it,  till  that  exigency  and  that  ncceffity  which 
one  could  warrant  it,  really  preiTed.  The  moment  was  now 
ime,  and  therefore  it  was  now  propofed.  IJis  Lordfhip 
"ed  a  variety  of  other  arguments  in  fupport  of  what  he 
en  faid,  as  well  as  in  fupport  of  his  former  fpccch,  refting 
nfidently  on  his  aiTertions  that  the  fl^et  was  in  a  more  re- 
eftable  fituation  than  ever,  and  that  the  prefent  bills  weie 
ch  as  the  crifis  of  affairs  rendered  neccffary,  and  therefore 
ch  as  he  hoped  would  pafs  unanimoufly. 

Earl   of  Brifiol  replied,  that  he  had  ftated  the  fleet  of£viof 
ngland  to  be  but  fcventy-fix  in  number.     He  had  faid,  that  ^'i/^*^- 
/enty-lix  were  all  that  were  now  ready,  but  that  he  fup- 
fcd  there  might  be  eighty  or  eighty-onc  in  a  fortnight  or 
ree  weeks. 

Duke  of  Manchefter  declared,  there  were  now  two  prefe  Duke  of 
lis  on  the  table,  a  bill  for  a  land  prefs  and  a  bill  for  a  fea  Mam(bef$f0 
cfs*     He  fhould  referve  the  chief  of  his  objcdy^ns  till  the 
oper  time  of  debating  the  two  bills,  but  he  thought  it  ne- 
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ccflary  to  alarm  thetr  Lordfliips,  and  call  their  confideratio:: 
to  the  real  importance  of  the  fubjeft.     He  then  ftated  iLj 
difficulty  of  railing  a  militia  when  it  was  originally  inftitu- 
ted  ;  the  ferment  it  occasioned,  &c.  &c. 
Dttke«f  Duke  of  •5o//o«jcntercd  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  difficulties 

9oM.  thait  would  attend  the  carrying  of  ^e  two  bills  into  execu- 
tion, and  fpoke  with  great  apparent  knowledge  to  a  variety  of 
maritime  points.  He  faid,  that  fuppofing  the  taking  all  the 
men  that  could  be  got,  without  regard  to  proteftions,  to  mzn 
the  thirteen  (hips  of  the  line  now  ready  for  fea,  furaiflied  a 
fufficient  number,  that  thofe  minifters  would  be  mad  wb^ 
fent  fhips,  which  now  had  no  men  on  board,  to  fea  with  fuch 
riff-raff.  His  Grace  reprehended  the  militia  in  general,  as 
inadequate  to  any  real  fervice,  and  after  enumerating  his  ob- 
jeftions  to  them,  faid,  a  fig  for  your  new  militia  bill,  it  is  rr: 
worth  a  farthing  I  His  Grace  alfo  pronounced  the  late  offlr 
of  the  Eaft-Incha  company  to  build  three  /hips  for  govern- 
ment, a  frivolous,  impertinent^and  impudent  offer.  That  it 
was  rather  an  infult  Jthan  an  effential  benefit,  and  that  be 
believed  it  was  brought  about  through  the  infiuence  of  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty, 
tord  Du^  Lord  Dudley  anfwered  the  Dukes  of  Manchefter  and  B<^- 
'y*  ton  :  declaring,  in  rej)ly  to  the  firft,  that  the  prefcnt  militia 

bill  was  no  more  a  land  prefs  than  the  former  militia  hill  was, 
and  adding,  that  though  it  was  true  the  original  balloting  for 
militia  occafioned  much  ferment  in  the  kingdom,  and  gave 
rife  to  great  uneafinefs,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  fame  con- 
fequences  would  follow  the  prefent  aft,  becaufc  the  militia 
was  now  much  better  underftood,  and  mcn*s  minds  were  curcil 
of  the  foolifh  prejudices  which  formerly  filled  them  upon  Lhc 
fubjeft.  In  reply  to  what  the  Duke  of  Bolton  had  feid  rc- 
ipefting  tlie  offer  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  he  dcclarec, 
that  fo  far  from  thinking  it  a  frivolous  or  impertinent  offer, 
he  thought  it  a  very  handfome  and  a  very  noble  offirr  ;  thut 
it  did  the  company  the  high'eft  credit,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it 
would  be  followed  by  other  commercial  bod ies,  and  wovlJ 
have  the  moft  falutary  effeft. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  Manchcjler  defended  his  former  argument,  <'f- 
Mauchtfitr.  glaring,  that  the  original  militia  bill  certainly  was  a  land 

prefs,  and  fo  was  that  now  on  the  table. 
Duke  of  Duke  of  Richmond  hcg^n  with  informing  their  Lordfhlps, 

Jikbmoiij.    ^j^-j^  having  underftood  the  Houfe  would  be  prorogued  caHr 
in  the  week,  he  had  been  down  into  the  country,  upon  bi> 
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militia  duty,  but  hearing  of  the  bill  then  under  confideration, 
he  had  immediately  returned,  in  order  to  aflift  in  that  Houie 
as  much  as  poflible  in  fupport  of  fuch  meafures  as  might,  in 
the  prefent  moment  of  public  exigency,  appear  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament  proper  to  be  adopted.     The   two  bills 
upon  tlie  table,  certainly,  were  fuch  as  nothing  but  the  moft 
urgent  neceffity  could  juftify.  •  They  were,  as  a  noble  Duke 
had  declared  them  to  be,  both  prels  bills,  and  the  militia 
bill  not  lefs  fo  than  the  indemnity  bill.     For  what  was  pref- 
fing  but  a  compulfory  mode  of  obliffing  perfons  to  take  up 
,  arms,  to  become  either  foldiers  or  tailors,  and  to  fubmit  to 
martial  law  againft  their  inclinations,  and  againft  their  con- 
fent  ?  Thus  much  for  the  principle  of  the  bills  ;  not  that  he 
meant  what  he  had  faid,  as  an  objection  to  them  ;  in  times 
6f  public  danger,  every  coniideration  muftgive  way  to  the 
fafety  of  the  empire.     The  rights  of  individuals,  even  their, 
deareft  privileges,  muft  at  fuch  a  moment  be  fuffered  to  be 
invaded,.and  that  under  fandtion  of  law.     It  only  behoved 
minifters  to  take  care,  whei^they  atten^pted  meafures  of  the 
extent  and  violence  of  tliofe  which  the  two  bills  before  their 
Lordlhips  authorized,  that  there  was  real  occafion  for  fuch . 
meafures,  and  that  the  danger  was  of  that  degree,  as  would, 
bear  them  out  for  having  aiked  fuch  unlimited  powers  of 
Parliament.     With  regard  to  doubling  the  militia,  he  had 
himielf  fuggefted  it  in  the  very  laft  debate  in  that  Houfe  : 
not  that  he  intended  to  run  a  race  with  the  noble  Vifcount  . 
[Lord  Dudley]  who  faid,  he  had  hinted  it  laft  year;  he  was 
perfcftly  indifferent  from  whom,  the  idea  firft  came  :  he  did 
not  wifli  to  lay  claim  to  the  originality  of  it ;  he  merely  re- 
minded their  JLordihips  of  the  circumftance,  to  Ihew  that  it 
was  one  of  the  means  for  procuring  men,  to  which  he  had 
turned  his  thoughts.     The  prefent  bill,  however,  was  not 
fuch  as  he  had  hinted  at,  there  were  claufes  in  it,  which 
ftruck  him  as  highly  improper ;  fo  much  fo,  that  he  really . 
believed  they  would  render  the  whole  bill  nugatory  and  im- 
pra£licable.      The  claufe  which  augmented  the  companies 
from  fixty  to  an  hundred  men  ;  and  the  cLiuie  to  empower  - 
his  Majefty's  lieutenants  to  accept  of  any  number  of  volun- 
teers, and  appoint  officers  to  command  them,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  liable  to  very  great  objeftion.     They  were  novel- 
ties in  the  militia,  and  might  interfere  materially  with  raif- 
ing  the  men  by  ballot.     He  had  his  doubts  alfo,  whether  it 
would  be  poffible  to  raife  the  whole  number.     He  remem- 
bered the  violent  tumult  that  there  was  in  various  parts  of 
Vol..  XII.  Yyy  tho 
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the  l^ingdom  when  the  militia  was  firft  inftitutcd.     Forces 
were  obliged  to  be  employed  to  proteft  the  magiftrarts  ia 
the  execution  of  their  duty.     It  was  true,  as  the  noble  Vif- 
count  had  faid,  the  matter  was  now  better  underftood,   and 
hiuch  of  that  prejudice  which  artful  men  had  inculcated  ia 
ignorant  minds  againft  the  militia,  was  fuhfidcd ;  but  the 
bufijicfsof  raifing  a  militia  was  not  yet  fo  eafy  as  the  noble 
Vifcount  imagined.     Laft  year  only  there  were  riots  and 
difturbances.     In  the  very  county  in  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  his  Majcfty^s  lieutenant,  the  people  were  in  a  fer- 
ment ;  with  a  great  deal  of  talking  to  them,  and  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,   the  difturbances  were  quelled,  and  quiet  was  re- 
flored.     From  that  partial  tumult  it  was  warrantable  to  fup- 
pofe  that  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in  railing  a  new 
militia,  and  probably  ^n  army  rouft  be  employed  in  order  to 
carry  the  meafurc  into  execution.     Another  objeftion  he  had 
to  the  bill  was,  that  the  militia  now  to  be  raifcd,  were,  by  the 
Ijill,  to  be  raifed  for  three  years.     Why  fo  ?     The  exigency 
ihight  not  laft  fo  long.     Sefides,  in  a  moment  like  tic  pre- 
lent,  every  poffible  encouragement  Ihould  be  held  out  to  in- 
dividuals to  offer  their  fervices ;  it  was  in  the  free  fpirit  of 
the  people  that  our  fecurity  conlifted,  and  not  in  a  body  of 
men  preflTed  reluftantly  to  tear  arms.    Why  then  fhould  the 
men  be  torn  from  their  families  under  the  unpleafant  idea 
that  they  were  not  to  return  for  three  years  ?    There  was  no 
occalion  for  the  bilfs  carrying  with  it  luch  an  obftruflioa  to 
the  very  meafure  it  tended  to  authorize.     Say  half  the  time; 
if  the  exigency  then  remained,  how  eafy  was  it,  having  the 
men  trained  and  dilciplined,  to  get  them  again  ?     Their  pre- 
judice to  the  fcrvic  would  then  oe  worn  out,  and  being  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  a  militia  life,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  them 
would  enlill  again,  or  come  back  as  fubftitutes.     At  any  rate, 
his  Grace  advifcd  avoiding  compulfory  meafurcs  as  much 
as  poffiUe ;  and  for  that  reaibn  it  was,  he  faid,  that  he  (hould 
give  the  preference  to  accepting  fuch  oiFcrs  of  railing  regi- 
ments as  had  been  made  to  government. 

Nothing,  his  Grace  declared,  could  more  ftrongly  mark 
the  want  of  decifion  and  firmnels  in  the  King's  miniftcrs, 
than  the  mode  in  which  he  underftood  this  bill  had  palfcd  in 
the  other  Houte  of  Parliament.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  trca- 
fury  had  brought  it  in,  and  propofed  that  the  number  to  be 
jailed,  Ihouldbe  31,500,  or  in  other  words,  that  the  militia 
fhoulabc  augmented  to  double  ks  prefent  number  ;  a  con- 
vexfation  took  place^  and  upon  fomething  that  had  been  faid, 
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by  fomc  perfon  or  another,  up  rofc  the  firft  Lord  of  the  tre^- 
fury's  ibcretary,  and  propo  ed  that  the  number  fhonld  be  oq- 
ly  15000  ;  by  and  by,  after  fome  more  converfation,  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  treafury  changed  his  mind  again  ;  and  the  num- 
ber was  altered  hack  to  3 1,500.  It  was  this  irrefolution  in  go- 
vernment that  made  all  their  meafures  fruitlefs.  No  one  of 
the  minifters  knew  their  own  minds  ;  how  then  could  they 
cxpe£b  that  the  nation  at  large  would  put  that  confidence  in 
them  which  they  required,  and  from  whence  alone  could 
arife  that  cordiality  and  unanimity^  hinted  at  that  day  by  the 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  )  For  his  part,  he 
was  free  to  fay,  he  (hould  have  more  confidence  in  men  whot,  ^ 

when  they  came  to  Parliament  with  any  meafure  which  had 
been  agreed  on  in  the  cabinet,  propofcd  it  fairly  and  ftri£tly 
adhered  to  it,  even  though  it  might  be  argued  by  one  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  that  it  was  ob]e£tionable  and  impolitic,  than  ia 
fuch  undetermined  minifters,  who  liftened  to  all  with  aa 
afFeded  defire  to  be  inftrufled,  and  were  at  a  lofs  upon  which 
opinion  to  reft  their  conduct,  whether  upon  their  own,  or 
upon  one  of  ihofe  fuggefled  by  others.  Having  made  this 
remark,  he  I'ecurred  to  the  militia  bill  then  under  confidera* 
tion,  and  faid,  that  as  the  pcefent  bill  was  worded,  it  was  li* 
able  to  be  made  a  precedent  of,  and  to  authorize  the  .calling 
out  a  double  militia  whenever  his  Majefly^s  miniflers  thought 
proper.  There  ought  to  be  inferted  in  it  fome  words  ex- 
preiQve  of  the  neceffity  upon  which  it  was  founded,  either 
oy  mentioning  that  the  power  was  granted  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  prefeat  war  with  France  and  Spain,  or  during 
the  expeflation  of  an  invafion.  He  next  complained  of  the 
ufe  made  of  the  militia  when  they  were  embodied,  and  faid, 
that  he  was  forry  to  fee  we  were  lofing  fight  of  the  original 
conftitution  of  the  militia,  oiore  and  more  every  day,  and 
getting  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  idea  of  an  army  of  regulars. 
The  militia  was  originally  formed,  not  only  as  th£  llauonary 
force  of  the  kingdom,  but  as  a  means  of  local  defence. 
For  this  reafon  it  was  exceedingly  wrong  to  move  the  mili- 
tia of  one  county  into  another.  He  was  aware  of  the  ar*- 
gument  that  men  under  arms  fhould  have  no  local  attach- 
ments, and  that  they  ought  to  be  as  ready  to  maintain  this 
fpot  of  ground  as  that,  and  in  fhort  to  fight  for  their  country 
any  where.  This  was  good  do£lrine  when  applied  to  the  re- 
gular foidier,  but  very  bad  dodrine  when  applied  to  the  mi- 
litia-man. The  local  afPe^ions  of  the  latter  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged as  much  as  poflible,  whercai  t^e  foidier  ihould  be 
Y  y  y  ifc  taught 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


532-  P  A  R  L  I  AM  E  N  T  A  R  Y  A.  1779. 

taught  to  regard  all  places  alike,  and  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  world,  prcfcrving  only  that  general  love  for  his  country, 
and  that  zeal  for  its  intereft  and  its  honour,  which  ever  had, 
and  he  doubted  not  ever  would  be  the  charaf^erifticks  of  all 
ranks  of  the  Britifh  army.  By  changing  the  militia  of  the 
refpeftive  counties,  and  marching  thole  raifed  in  one  part  of 
the  kingdom  into  another,  that  regard  for  their  natakfdwmj 
that  family  attachment  and  connexion  which  would  make  a 
militia-man  fight  with  the  utmoft  ardour  in  defence  of  a  parti- 
cular place,  was  wholly  deftroycd,  and  a  general  indifference 
begot  in  the  minds  of  the  whole  body.  Add  to  this  (and 
which  indeed  was  by  no  means  the  leafl:  ill  confequence  of 
•  marching  the  militia  of  one  county  into  a  diftant  county) 

the  knowledge  of  the  flrong  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
thofc  militia-men  born  near  them  muft  be  poffelTed  of,  and 
which  might  be  rendered  effentially  ferviceablc,  was  loft  al- 
together ;  fo  that  if  a  dcfcent  were  made  by  the  forces  of 
France,  and  the  regiments  of  Berne,  Rouffillon,  and  Orle- 
ans attacked  any  particular  county,  they  would  know  full  as 
well  the  pafies,  high  grounds,  heatiis,  inclofures,  and  roads  of 
it,  as  that  part  of  the  militia  who  happened  to  be  there  fU- 
tioned,  and  upon  whom  the  defence  of  it  would  neceflarily 
devolve.  His  Grace,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  made  this  re- 
mark, obferved,  that  what  he  had  there  laid,  applied  chiefly, 
or  rather  altogether,  to  the  militia  of  the  coafl  counties. 
The  militia  of  Rutlandfhire,  Leicefterfhire,  and  other  inter- 
nal parts  of  the  kingdom,  oti^ht  certainly  to  be  moved  nearer 
to  the  Tea,  becaufe,  as  a  delcent  muft  neceflarily  be  made 
coaftwife,  it  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  keep  any  part  of  the  mi- 
litia in  the  inland  counties. 

Befides  this,  his  Grace  faid,  it  was  highly  impolitic  to  con- 
Tert  the  militia  into  ftationed  garrifons,  and  to  Ipck  tbeni  up 
,  in  one  fettled  camp  all  the  fummer,  till  both  men  and  ofiicetv, 
without  doing  the  leaft  good,  were  moft  heartily  tired  ot 
their  fituation.  By  this  means  they  learnt  merely  their  com- 
mon evolutions,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  teal  and  moft  el- 
fcntial  duty  of  a  foklier.  At  prefcnt  doubtlefs  many  igno- 
rant perfons  might  agree  to  enier,  if  chofen  by  the  ballot,  or 
as  fubfiitutes,  under  the  ridiculous  idea,  that  parading  at 
Coxheath  or  at  Warley  Common,  aod  being  reviewed  by 
his  Majefty,  was  all  that  they  had  to  do,  and  that  in  fo  doing 
they  were,  as  it  was  termed,  defending  their  country.  This, 
however,  was  very  far  froni  the  neceffary  military  prcpan- 
tron  for  a  defence  of  the  kingdoin  againft  an  invasion  ;  ax}u 
4  If 
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if  no  invaiion  was  feared,  the  prcfent  bills  on  the  table  were 
without  a  pretence.  The  Lord-lieutenants  of  the  refpcftive  * 
counties  had  it  in  their  power  to  give  the  commander  in 
chief  very  important  information,  and  they  Ihould  be  con- 
vened for  that  purpofe.  The  weak  and  ftrong  parts  of  the 
coafts  ought  to  be  afcertainedy  that  the  former  might  be  for- 
tified and  camps  marked  owt  near  them.  There  were  feveral 
other  things  highly  neceifary  to  be  done,  and  which  he  did  not 
even  hear  were  in  contemplation.  Had  the  cattle  in  the  fe- 
veral counties  near  tlie  fea  been  numbered,  and  a  proper 
place  appointed  for  them  to  be  driven  to,  upon  the  firft 
alarm  of  a  foe's  attemping  to  land,?  Had  fach  a  place  been 
chofen  for  the  general  rendjezvous  of  thq  cattle,  fo  driven  tOr 
getfaer,  that  it  might  conveniently  be  reforted  to  as  occafion 
ihould  require,  and  be  changed  according  to  the  change  of 
circumftances  ?  Had  an  account  been  taken  of  the  quantity 
x>f  hay  and  corn  in  each  ^ounty  on  the  coaft  i  And,  what 
was  exceediiigly  important,  had  it  been  albertained  what 
number  of  teams  and  horfes  there  were  in  the  refpe£Uve  di- 
itri£ls,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  off  the  forage,  and  driving 
it  further  inland,  whenever  fuch  a  meafure  fhould  appear  pro- 
per }  Were  there  powder  magazines  cftabliflicd  within  reach 
of  the  army,  nectilary  to  be  ftationed  near  the  coafts  in  ori- 
der  to  repel  a  defcent  i  Was  there  a  fingle  beacon  erected 
in  order  to  give  the  alarm  upon  the  approach  of  the  foe  t 
Thefe  and  many  other  meafures  ought  to  be  inftantly  adopted, 
if  roinifters  were  ferious  in  their  expe£tations  of  a  defcent  on  * 
our  coafts.  There  was  another  queftion  alio  of  the  firft  im- 
portance, and  xhsiX  was  this — Was  there  prepared  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  thofe  inftruments,  more  ufeful  in  milicary  ope*- 
rations  of  defence,  than  either  mufkets,  bayonets,  or  fwords  i 
what  he  alluded  to  was  pickaxes  and  Ipades.  Let  this  coun* 
try  for  once  learn  from  America  ;  let  the  minifters  confider 
to  what  it  was  that  the  long  continuance  of  the  war  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  was  alcribablc— to  their  intrenchments.  Every 
Gazette  account,  from  the  affair  at  Bunker's  Hill  to  the  very 
laft  aftion,  told  us  that  the  Americans  had  been  uncommon* 
ly  aftive  in  their  works  of  this  kind ;  that  they  were  in- 
trenched up  to  their  teeth  ;  that  as  foon  as  one  work  was 
^demoliihed,  another  at  a  little  diftance  prelcnted  itfelf,  and 
another  after  that ;  in  (hort,  that  the  induftrv  difplaycd  m 
this  kind  of  defenfive  operation  was  aftoniffiing.  Let  us 
alfo  learn  from  France,  and  recolleft,  when  we  attempted  a 
defcent  on  the  coafts  of  that  kingdom  laft  year,  what  ol>- 
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ftacles  we  met  with«  and  what  was  the  nature  of  thofe  ob- 
flades  ?  At  prefcnt  he  had  not  heard  that  thccoafts  had  been 
even  viewed  by  engineers,  nor  a  finele  foot  of  earth  turned  up 
for  an  intrenchme^it.  Suppoling  that  the  latter  fbould  turn 
out  to  be  unnecefiary  as  a  matter  of  defence,  it  could  oot  be 
unneceflary  as  a  matter  of  inftruflion  to  the  militia^  any  more 
than  marching  and  talcing  pofitions,  of  which  from  their  pre- 
fent  management,  they  could  not  poffibly  have  the  ftnallefi 
idea,  and  though  in  cafe  of  invafion,  a  very  neceflary  and  ma- 
terial part  of  the  fert^ice,  was  what,  unlefs  they  were  immediate- 
ly intruded  in  it,  they  would  be  perfeftly  Grangers  to.  His 
Grace  added,  that  after  all,  take  as  much  pains  as  poffible, 
the  militia  could  tiever  be  rendered  ecjually  fcrviceable  with 
the  regulars ;  it  was  very  true  there  were  many  fine  corps  in 
the  militia,  but  the  fervice  was  fo  different,  that  it  wa$  a  thing 
not  to  be  expedted  that  they  (hould  in  the  day  of  danger  pro^-e 
as  good  foldiers.  When  he  faid  this,  he  had  not  the  fmallefl 
doubt  of  their  steal  and  fpirit ;  be  fpoke  merely  of  their  want 
of  iki)I  and  pradtce,  a  want  chat  it  was  notjn  the  power  of 
rfomdlic  difcrpline  to  fupply. 

Another  ob^edion  he  had  to  moving  the  militia  of  one 
coumy  into  another,  was  this ;  at  prefent  moft  of  the  lords 
lieutenants  of  counties  ferved  themfelves  in  the  miliria,  and, 
according  to  their  miHtary  duty  odght  to  be  with  the  corps 
they  had  the  command  of,  let  thofe  corps  be  fhtioned  at  e\-er 
fo  great  a  diftane^  fr^fn  the  douifities  in  which  they  were  bal- 
loted. In  confequence  of  the  prefent  ad,  it  would  be  in- 
cuanbent  on  them  to  be  in  their  own  counties  in  order  to  affifi 
in  calling  out  and  ballotina  the  new  miKtia  and  in  appoint- 
ing officers,  it  was  morally  imf>offible  for  them  to  be  in  two 
places  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  confequently  one  of  the  da- 
ties,  either  their  civil  duty  as  lords  lieutenants,  or  their  mili- 
tary duty  as  colonels  of  militia,  muft  be  negleded.  Add  to 
this,  as  an  objedion  to  the  prefent  bill  (what  ought  to  be  2 
very  great  confideraiion )  the  expence  that  doubling  the  mih- 
tia  would  cofl  the  nation.  His  Grace  faid,  it  feemed  of  late 
to  have  been  adopted  by  government  as  a  maxim,  that  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  public  muft  inevitably  be  great  if  the  coft  were 
large.  There  never  was  a  more  !ooli£  idea.  It  not  only 
was  a  wn  fiquitury  but  to  go  to  a  great  expence  without  a  cer- 
tainty of  producing  fome  adequate  effort  was  at  all  times 
highly  imprudent ;  at  this  moment,  it  was  playing  into  the 
enemiirs  handsy  and  cutting  our  own  throats  to  fave  them  the 
trouble.  It  might  be  faid,  that  he  threw  thisoiit  to  fave  him- 
felf  from  paying  more  to  die  public  neceflities;  very  far  from 
it  i  every  man's  property  was  leflened  near  a  third  within 
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thcfe  ten  years,  and  if  it  were  leflened  a  third  more,  he  wag 
ai  able  to  live  upon  a  little  as  any  one  of  their  Lor4fhips. 
His  Grace  earnelHy  exhorted  minifters  to  attend  to  what  he 
had  fiid,  and  to  impute  it  to  its  true  motive — a  defire  tofervc 
his  country  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  danaer.  Let  thcn% 
not  imagine  that  their  places  were  wanted,  and  ihat  what  fcJl 
from  him  and  from  other  Lords  near  him,  arofc  from  any 
wi(h  to  difpoflcfs  them  of  their  offices.  Thofe  muft  be  bold 
men  indfed,  who,  at  this  moment,  wifhed  to  hold  rcfponfible 
fitii.'tions.  He  had  no  fuch  wi(h,  he  did  aflure  them.  When 
this  country  was  at  war  with  her  natural  enemies,  France  and 
Spain,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  he  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  man,  to  do  his  utmoft  in  fupport  of  his  Majefty's 
crown,  and  the  intercft  of  the  kingdom,  againft  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  The  cafe  was  widely  different,  when  we  were 
folely  engaged  in  an  unjuft  war  with  America.  Then  be 
wifhed  for  peace,  and  would  have  done  ail  in  his  power  to  pro- 
cure it.  His  feelings  had  b^n  of  another  kind  from  the  firft- 
moment  that  ihc  French  refcript  was  delivered  laft  year.  As 
foon  as  he  heard  of  it,  he  made  a  tender  of  his  fervices  in  any 
capacity  ;  either  in  the  regular  army,  in  the  militia  (in  which  • 
he  was  then  ferving)  or  by  raifing  a  regiment  of  riflemen. 
We  were,  his  Grace  obferved,  much  in  want  of  fuch  corp^  in 
our  army,  and  therefore  he  had  offered  to  raife  either  riflemen 
or  chaffeurs.  If  the  French  made  a  defct'nt,  our  army  would 
foe)  ^  great  difadvantage  from  having  neither  riflemen  nor 
chajfeurs  lo  oppofe  to  their  chajjeurs.  As  a  proof  of  the  very 
effential  fervice  of  fuch  corps  in  a  "ion,  his  Grace  mentioned 
an  inOance  of  eight  hundred  of  this  fort  of  force,  being  poftetd 
by  General  Imhoff,  laft  war,  in  a  thick  wood,  near  Caffel, 
diredtly  in  the  front  of  the  French  army.  He  faid  it  was 
aftonifbing  the  execution  they  did,  and  the  difficulty  with 
which  they  were  diflodged  was  inconceivable.  They  placed 
themfelves  tw  >  and  two  behind  the  trees,  and  were  fuch  admi* 
rable  markfmen,  that  as  foon  as  any  of  the  enemy  ventured 
forward,  they  dropped-them.  After  trying  for  a  confiderable 
time  to  dlflodge  theie  riflemen,  the  French  general  was  obliged 
to  march  up  a  large  body  of  his  infantry  with  the  utmoft  ra- 
pidity, and  by  that  means,  with  very  great  lofs  on  his  flde,  at 
length  difpoffeffcd  them  of  the  woocl.  His  Grace  declared  be 
bad  offered  to  raife  thefc  fort  of  men,  from  his  icnowlcdge  of 
their  great  utility,  and  from  our  want  of  fuch  corps.  He 
Could  have  gained  nothing  by  raifmg  them ;  his  rank  in  the 
yrmy  would  not  have  been  more  exalted  ^  and  it  was  impof- 
Sble  for  him  to  have  derived  any  one  advant.ige ;  government, 
k>wcver,  thought  proper  to  reje£t  his  offer.    He  underftood 
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that  an  offer  to  raife  a  regiment  of  horfc  had  been  made  lately 
by  a  noble  Duke ;  indeed  that  offers  of  different  kinds  had  come 
from  two  noble  Dukes,  and  two  noble  £arl$,  but  that  mini- 
ftry  had  either  refufed  to  accept  tbem,  or  had  accepted  them  in 
(b  unhindfome  a  manner,  that  ic  would  have  been  more  civil 
to  have  refufed  them.  The  Duke  of  Rutland,  he  was  told, 
bad  offered  to  raife  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  the  expence  of 
which  the  noble  Duke  had  been  given  to  Mieve,  would  cofl 
him  f2,ccol.  Surely  if  minifters  threw  cold  water  an  fuch 
an  offer,  they  ought  to  do  more  tbemfelves«  He  had  not  heard 
of  any  offer  coming  from  them  ;  and  as  a  noble  Earl  had  well 
faid  [Earl  of  Briftol]  *^  the  air  that  conveyed  the  offer  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes  was  more  fubftantial  and  weighty  than  the 
words  of  the  offer,  unlefs  the  truth  of  it  was  proved  by  cor- 
refpondent  adions.*'  Laft  war,  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty  had  raifed  a  regiment.  Had  he  ofFrred  to  raife 
one  now  ?  If  he  had,  he  had  not  heard  of  it.  Had  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury  offered  to  raife  one  ?  He  believed  not.  Let 
the  noble  Lords  high  in  office  confider  appearances  a  little,  and 
]f  they  were  confiftent  in  nothing  el(e,  let  them  for  their  own 
fakes  be  confiftent  in  their  attempts  to  prove  that  oppofitioa 
had  no  view  but  to  get  into  place,  no  dcfire  to  fervc  their 
country,  and  that  they  only  aimed  at  inducing  frefli  misfor^ 
tunes,  having  nothing  lefs  at  heart  than  the  intereft  of  the 
empire. 

His  Grace  declared,  he  had  heard  without  doors  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  miniftry  to  fend  a  part  of  the  miliria  over  to 
Ireland,  in  cafe  France  and  Spain  (hould  begin  their  attacks 
there.  He  warned  them  that  if  fuch  a  projc<ft  were  przAiCed^ 
the  faith  of  Parliament  would  be  broken,  and  not  the  leis 
broken,  becaufe  this  or  that  regiment  had  been  induced  to 
agree  to,  or  becaufe  they  had  voluntarily  confented.  Thecx- 
prefs  parliamentary  ftipulation  with  every  manchofen  by  bal- 
lot was,  that  he  (hould  not  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  the 
condition,  though  individually  made,  was  a  general  pledge  of 
faith,  and  ought  to  be  rigidly  obferved.  Let  the  miniftry 
paufe  a  moment,  and  refled  on  the  danger  of  violating  the 
parliamentary  faith  in  any  one  inftance.  What  was  their  ar* 
gument  refpefting  Ireland  ?  That  the  Parliament  had  pledged 
itfelf  to  enter  upon  an  immediate  confideration  of  their  grie- 
vances, early  next  feffions,  and  to  afford  them  all  the  relief 
that  was  confifttrnt  with  the  well  being  of  this  kingdom.  It 
the  parliamentary  faiih  were  broken  in  one  inftance,  it  might 
be  broken  in  another ;  and  Ireland,  bv  our  violating  our  faith 
in-regard  to  the  militia,  would  have  juft  caufe  of  fufpicfon  that 
we  did  not  mean  to  k^ep  our  faith,  relative  to  the  promifed 
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ctm^itrithn  and  fclibf  of  h^r  dIfWfl&i?.  N'ow  Ke  w^s  fpeaV- 
ing  of'Iiilanc^  his  Grate  fard^  he  w^s  naturally  Ictfto  corrcft 
aMf  efror  w&rcn  he  had  bbdn  grveiif  A>  underftand,  he  had  made 
in  his  laft  fpMch,  refp^Aing  General  t^ohyngham^  no  man 
m^nt  left  to  mHfcad,  mtrctf  moti  tb  coiiiTtTit  errtv  iti  jibinM 
^here  pib(;ift()^^I  ehat^afier  wa^  af  flake  cHsin  he  did.  fie 
Had  fatidFthat  General  Conyhghatri',  ^<t6M  JA  command  iti 
Ireland^,  had  never  feenaTlh'ot  fired  rn  his  fife.  He  had  been 
finee  informed,  thkt  the  general  had  been  in  adua)  Tervicd' 
iHicir  young,'  ai^d  that  he  had' lately  ferved  tw'O' campaigns. 
This  certiainly  ^rovrfd  that  h*  had  been  miftaken  in  his  de* 
fcrtptioa  of  the  general,  but  it  did'  not  alter  his  arguAient ; 
which  was,  that  the  officers  appointed  to'command  in  Ireland/ 
though  men  of  diftiiiguifbed  ^haraSlei^  in  private  Jife,  h^d^ 
ntvet  (fecn  fuch  fervice,  is  they  muft  ncceffarily  be  Jrt  the  licatt 
of,  in  cafe  Ireland^  w^re  atrdcked. 

A'  report,  his  Grace  obierved,  had  been  circulated.  Which 
if  it  Wtre  not  to  be  deemed  an  addition  to  our  nfisfortunes, 
Waa'  certainly  an'  addition  to  6ur  difgrace.  He  had  heard,  biit 
could  fcarbely  credit'  the  rep^rt^  that  it  had  bc^ii  refolved  iii' 
cabinet  to  invite  a  foreign  prince  to  take  the  command  of  our 
fmccs  at  home,  and  to  fuperintend  the  defence  of  the  king* 
dbm.  Was  it  poffible  that  minifters  Had  gone  fo  far  in  evil  all 
to  think  ferioufly  of  a  meafure  fo  infulting  to  every  Britllh' 
officer,  and  fo  abfiird  in  itfelf !  He  was  far  from  intending  to 
«aft  the  leaft  reBeftion  on  the  ihilitary  ulents  of  Prinde  ftr- 
dtnand.  During  the  laft  war  he  had  ferved  under  him  in  Ger- 
many,'and  it  beihg  his  duty  tb  be  near  his  perfon,  he  had  the 
beft*  opportunity  of  knowing  bis  ability  as  a  general,  and  of 
admiring  his  cohduft.  But  let  minifters  for  a  moment  recol- 
left  the  vtry  efiential  differedce  of  the  fervice  as  coitimander 
in  chief  in  Gerihahy  laft  war,  and  commander  iri  chief  in' 
Enehhd  at  this  crifis.  Let  them  candidly  confider  the  op* 
poiuion  of  circumftahces,  atid  then  let  them  fay,  if  they  were 
mad  enough  tb  parfut  aplah  Which  was  engendered  in  folly, 
and  which  could  only  end  in  Ihame  and  ill-fuccefs.  Prince' 
Ferdinand  laft  waf,  Commanded  in  a  country,  of  which  there' 
was  not  a  paiceJbtft  what  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with, 
as  wen  as  the  Ianguao;e,  cuftbms,  and  number  of  its  inhabi* 
tants.  He  headed  affo  an  allied  army,  chiefly  compofed  of 
foreigners.  In  this  kingdom  he  would'  have  to  head  an  army-' 
of  Engliihmen,  naturally  averfe'  to  a  foreign  leader,  and  to' 
command  \ti  a  country,  every  foot  of  which,  as  well  as  its* 
language,  cuftoms,  &c.  he  was  perfeAIy  a  ftranger  to.  Ex- 
clufive  of  this,  what  a  libel  would  the  bringing  over  Prince* 
Ferdinand  be  to  every  Britifh  officer  ?  Was  there  no  ^ngliih- 
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man  capable  of  heading  Englifli  forces  ?  Were  all  our  able 
generals,  and  all  our  able  admirals  employed,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  fend  abroad  to  recruit  for  commanders  ?  Was  no 
native  of  England' fufficiently  mafter  of  military  fciencc,  to 
be  capable  of  undertaking  the  defence  of  his  country^  with  a 
a  Britifh  army,  amounting  to  nearly  100,000  men?  Forbid  it 
honour,  and  forbid  it  ihame  !  While  a  Keppel  and  a  Howe 
were  unemployed  in  our  fleets,  and  2  Howe  and  a  Burgoyne 
unemployed  in  our  armies,  let  not  the  dif^race  of  inviting  fo* 
reigners  to  protect  our  country  from  a  foreign  foe,  be  added  to 
the  catalogue  of  national  ignominy,  and  national  calaoyty  ! 

With  regard  to  the  imprefs  bill  his  Grace  declared,  that  It 
went  a  very  alarming  length.  It  was  a  grofs  violation  of  par- 
liamentary faith,  ana  a  dired  attack  on  the  peace  and  freedom 
of  the  ful^jed  ;  in  fhort,  it  was  a  meafure  of  fo  much  magni- 
tude, that  nothing  but  the  moft  crying  exigency  could  coun- 
tenance it  for  a  moment.  Before  Parliament  therefore  gave  it 
the  ftamp  of  their  authority,  it  was  incumbent  upon  nuoifters, 
by  an  honeft  confeffion  of  the  true  ftate  of  our  affairs,  to  (hew 
that  they  could  not  do  without  it ;  and  here  bis  Grace  took 
oocafion  to  fay,  that  he  was  far  from  being  of  opinion,  that  if 
we  were  really  weak,  it  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to  cooccal 
our  weaknefs ;  that  might  be  very  good  policy,  while  it  was  a 
matter  in  doubt  whether  a  foreign  enemy  fhould  break  with 
us  or  not.  To  conceal  domeftic  weaknefs  from  other  powers 
was  a  pious  fraud,  fandified  by  wlfdom  and  good  fenfe,  but. 
in  a  moment  like  the  prefent,  when  all  that  we  had  to  dread 
was  at  our  door,  it  was  a  matter  not  only  of  the  greateft  folly 
but  of  the  grofleft  criminality  to  deceive  the  nation,  and  not 
•  to  tell  them  where  the  country  was  weak.  He  was  perie&If 
convinced  the  danger  would  be  le($,  the  more  it  waa  known, 
becaufe,  be  it  what  it  might,  the  country  had  abundant  re- 
fources,  and  there  was  fpirit  enough  10  the  people  to  give  the 
neceflary  ftren^th  to  government,  but  it  was  impoi&ble  for  the 
people,  let  thetr  zeal  be  ever  fo  ardent^  to  fupport  government 
effefiually,  unlefs  they  were  informed  to  what  point,  it  was 
moft  neceflary  that  their  zeal  ihould  be  dire^d.  One  great 
obje£iion  to  the  bill  he  was  then  fpeaking  to»  was,  the  paffing 
it  now  and  letting  it  advert  to  an  antccment  period.  If  the 
meafure  of  prcffing  from  all  protedions  wereieallv  neceflary 
to  man  the  fleet,  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  inould  have 
put  it  in  practice,  and  come  fairly  to  Parliament  in  the  ufual 
way,  and  defired  an  indemnity.  T  he  prefent  bill  dating  the 
time  of  its  being  in  force  from  the  fifteenth  of  June  (the  day 
of  the  delivery  of  the  Spanifli  refcript,)  was  clearly  zj[itxpe}i 
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lo  law,  and  all  ixf9fifa&$  laws  were  unjaft,  and  cohtrarjr 
the  (pirit  of  the  conftitution ;  a  general  taking  away  of 
3tp£Uoa$  alfoy  as  it  would  materially  aifeA  trade,  was  a  very 
^rioiM  oonfideration.  The  prefent  bill,  if  he  faw  it  in  its 
true  light,  would  throw  an  additional  and  inordinate  degree  of. 

C"  ftwer  into  the  hands  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty.  It 
as  highly  neoeflary,  therefore,  before  their  Lordlhips  gave 
Bieir  confent  to  the  bill,  that  they  (hould  hear  Uotn  either  the 
boble  Earl  hinifelf,  or  fome  other  minifter,  how  that  power 
^as  intended  to  be  exercifed.  The  qaeftion  concerned  the 
public  materially,  but  it  concerned  him  moft  materially.  If 
the  coal  trade  were  cramped,  not  only  the  city  of  London  and 
almoft  every  manufadory  in  the  kingdom  would  be  deeply  af- 
feded,  but  his  fortune  would  be  much  injured.  Did  the  noble 
Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  mean  to  proteA  the  coal 
trade  I  It  was  a  queftlon  which  ought  to  be  anrwered.  His 
Grace  reprobated  in  fevere  terms  the  pradioe  of  felling  pro* 
tedions  at  the  admiralty-office.  Be  declared  that  no  man 
ought  to  be  favoured  with  a  protedion,  who  was  not  entitled 
to  one,  on  account  of  the  nature  of  his  trade,  and  the  benefit 
which  the  public  derived,  or  were  likely  to  derive,  from  his 
being  protftfted  in  that  trade ;  where  he  was  fo  entitled,  he 
ought  to  have  the  protection  free  from  any  charge  whatever* 

His  Grace  concluded  his  fpeech  with  recommending  to 
miniftry  to  endeavour  to  create  what  they  themfelves  preached' 
up,  unanimity ;  and  this,  he  told  them,  they  could  never  ex- 
peA  to  attain,  unlefs  they  totally  changed  the  fyftem  of  their 
meafuves.  He  cautioned  them  not  to  place  too  much  confi« 
dence  in  a  majority  in  Parliament ;  there  were  times,  and  thofe 
feemed  to  be  at  hand,  when  the  voice  of  the  people  at  large 
would  be  heard,  and  minifterial  delufion  would  ceafe  of  its 
defired  and  ufual  effeA.  At  prefent,  he  affured  them,  a  great 
many  of  their  parliamentary  majprity,  the  moment  they  had 
got  on  the  other  fide  of  thofe  doors,  within  which  they  had 
given  their  votes  in  fupport  of  minifters,  made  no  fcruple  to 
flirug  up  their  (boulders,  and  to  declare,  that  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry was  the  moft  weak  and  abfurd  that  ever  ruled  a  great 
nation  ;  that  their  meafures  were  founded  in  the  grofleft  ig« 
norance,  and  conduced  with  the  moft  marked  negligence  and 
want  of  fpirit,  and  that  they  were  upon  the  whole  the  moft 
incompetent .  minifters  this  kingdom  was  ever  curfed  with. 
Without  doors  the  majority  was  three  to  one  againft  them. 
In  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  all  companies  andonall  occa- 
iions  their  condud  was  canvafied  without  referve^  and  repre- 
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bftuM  witbou^m^rcy.  Let  them  not  rhf rei«Hre  tni^  to  the 
siftomflii0g^  i^^ree  of  apsLtbj  tn4  ifif^^bWitf  th^t  bad  cfaa- 
r^ffteriieA  cbp  nation  for  years.  lh«y  h^  KVmCcJvjn /occa- 
fitmtd  die  cloud  irhicb  now  bUck^npd  the  BfiUOn  torisoo  ; 
let  ttiem  bewaie  it  did  not  burft  upon  thieir  own  bc«rf^  1 
Eui  of  .  Earl  ^  Bfingbam  ftatcd  Nro  or  tbree  objeAions  lo  «acli  of 
Bffingk^m.  tji^  1^^  jjjiig^  jipj  particularly  found  fault  wilb  tkc  ^3(raip* 
ttoii  of  the  £aft-»India  coispaoy»  cxpre(fed  in  the  ioduonhj 
biU. 

A  fort  of  general  convcrfatioo  enfu^d.    The  Mantis  of 
•Rockingham,  the  Earls  of  Briftol  and  £ffii^gbaai»  tlus  Duke 
of  Richmond,  the  Lord  Prefident  anfl  the  £ad  of  Saaffarich 
taking  part  in  it. 
Marqnit  of  •  The  Marqiiis  of  Rockingham  again  put  hi$  queftioan  about 
^^^'•1^^^' Iceland,  ai$d>  thp  remaining  right  of  granting  psoiofiiocis^ 
which  the  bill,  would  ieaire  se&^  in  the  adoiiraky^board  ;  de- 
clarinfl;  that  the  power  was  inordinate^  and  oif^t'  oat  to  be 
trufted  in  (iieh  hands.     That  the  terms,  which  he  oodcrftood 
the  Irifli  would  demand  and  expicfi,  were,  a  free  exportatioa 
of  their  woollen  manufadures,  and  a  taic  on  abfefttOB^     The 
Marquis  complained  of  miniftry  toxins  bis  property  in  Ire- 
land to  pay  penfions  to  ^roftitMte  Lor£  of  .Parliaaaeqt,  and 
members,  of  the  other  mufe;  be  threatened  ta  ftay  in  this 
country  no  longer,  unlefs  Ireland,  whene  he  1^  a  iasge  pio* 
perty,  was  relieved. 
Earl  Gimftr.     Earl  Gnwir  faid,  th^t  he  utiderftoqd  the  Irifli  wcee  pcrfisAly 
Atrsfied  with  the  parliamentary  plidge  of  faifth,;  that  io  the 
receft  the  matter  (hould  be  &illy  canvtaiibd,  and  early  the  ikju 
feffions  fuch  relief  as  this  CDviotry  could  grant,  a|»ided  to  that 
confefledly  diftreffibd  and  loyal  fseqple.    With  ceeard  ta  pro- 
teutons,  he  conceived  the  admtraltyrhoard.  qoduTd  poflcis  no 
more  power  than  they  formerly  had,  and  he  dared  aoCner  fioc 
it,  they  would  only  ufe. their difccetioo  where  it  waaaUblvtdy 
neceiTary* 
Duk-eof      .  Duke  of  £/V<^mfl»i  ftated,  that  his  property  would  be  naate* 
RubmoMd.    pally  altered,  if  the  qoai  trade  was  not  pcoto9ed,  aqd  com- 
plained  of  che  practice  of  felling  procefkions  at  the  admiralty- 
oiKce  toinvtduals*     His  Grace  faid,  hekneeta  laigc  body  of 
failors,  he  would  not  fay  where,  who  exerciihd  their  pfofeffioa 
in  perfeft  fecurity  from  the  prefs.     He  had^reafoa  to  believe 
they  paid  largely  for  their  protediona*  [Suppofed  to  alhide  to 
the  port  of  Brtghthelmftone,] 
K^rf  of  £arl  of  Brifiol  faid  that  he  was  (or  albwing  psoCoAions  to 

Mftjici.       Qo  perfons  whatever,  but  thofe  in  the  coal  trader  and  i£  the 
city  of  London  and  the  feycral  manufadories  in  the  kingdom 
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wouM  notbe  grcftdydiftrefied  by  checking  the  coal  trade,  lie 
was  free  to  fay,  he  would  not  even  agree  that  they  ought  toi. 
be  pn^leded,  before  all  the  navy  was  completely  mann^. 

Ear]  of  Sandwich  (M  no  protediona  were  ever  given  or  Btrl   9i 
fold  to  fingle  men.    That  it  was  aftonilhing  the  number  of  Smi^M. 
prottdioDs  that  were  wont  to  be  made  out  at  the  admiralty* 
office,  which  this  bill  would  put  a  flop  to.    That  the  $AtA^  * 

rnlty  proCe£lions  were  always  granted  to  maftera  of  certaiiC 
vefiels  for  fo  many  men  each,  and  ftipulated  fees  were  paid  at 
the  admiraity-office.  That  in  no  public  ofice  bufinefe  wae 
done  without  feme  flee  ;  he  faw  therefore  no  ground  for  eom*" 
plaint  againft  that  ofice  ti^tx  which  he  prefided^  more  for 
taking  its  accuftomed  fees  than  any  other, 

Ttece  was  no  divifion. 

Private  bufineft^  and  adjournments  till 
June  Q». 

Earl  of  Qtmmtry  (previous  to  the  order  of  the  day)  reco»^  Sari  of 
mended  unanimity  as  a  thing  highly  neceflary  in  an  hour  t^f^^vtmr^ 
danger  like  the  prefent.  His  Lordfliip  exhorted  minifters,  iJF 
tiiey  hadtheleaft  regard  for  die  interefl  of  Great^Britain,  of 
the  honour  of -the  Crown,  to  put  an  end  to  the  American  war 
immediately.  He  faid  the  American  war  waa  a  millftono 
aboQt  the.  neck  of  this  country,  which  pulled  her  down,  and 
rendered  every  eA>rt  to  isetrieve  her  chara6ier,  as  a  great  na«« 
tion,  iflcSirflua) ;  he  earneftly  therefore  urged  them  to  lofe 
DO  tiole  in  fetttng  about  the  relieving  us  from  fuch  a  cJog,  de^ 
clarittff,  that  although  he  was  as  ready  to  own  he  wiibed 
iknerica  independent  as  the  moft  flaming  member  of  Con- 
f|tfe6,  he  was  now  fpeaking  not  his  own  lentiments  but  tho 
language  of  thofe>  who  ftill  had  a  hope  and  an  expeAatioii 
^  getting  America  back  to  this  country.  He  underAoodi^ 
that  fince  the  large  detachment  had  been  fent  from  Sir  Hen* 
XY  Oliaton's  army  to  the  Weft-Indies,  our  affairs  acrofs  the 
Atlantic  wore  a  better  appearance  than  before  ;  if  the  leflen- 
ing  our  army  at  New- York  was  attended  with  fo  much  be- 
nent,  it  was  warrantable  to  prefume  that  the  withdrawing  the 
whole  of  the  army  would  produce  ftill  greater  advantage* 
For  thefe  reafons  he  moft  heartily  wiflied,  that  during  the  re* 
cefs  of  Parliament,  mlnifters  would  employ  themielves  in  en* 
deavouring  to  efied  fo  falutary  a  purpoie,  afiuring  them  that 
of  all  the  ipeafures  they  could  poffibly  adopt,  it  was  the  moft 
likely  to  promote  unanimity ;  for.  however  averfe  a  great  nnm* 
her  of  people  both  within  and  without  doors  might  havebeen^ 
9nd  certainly  were,  to  carrying;  on  an  unjuft  war  againft  ouv 
brethren  in  America,  there  could  be  bu;  dnefentimentrcfpedi 
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iiig  the  war  againft  our  natural  enemies  ;  every  man  would 

jpin  heart  and  hand  in  ftrengthenmg  the  arm  of  government 

againft  the  Houfc  df  Bourbon,  and  minifters  would  reap  the 

advantage  of  having  their  meafures  fupported  by  the  united 

Toice  of  the  nation.  ... 

Dvkeof        <Duk«  of  Grafton^  in  confequenee  of  what  the  noble  Earl 

9rtfi9»*      ]xad  thrown  out  refpecting  union,  faid,  he  wa$  as  ready  as 

any  oneiman  in  the  kingdom  to  be  unanimous  in  fupporting 

6ich.mcafures  as  were'moft  likely  to  contribute  to  the  defence 

of  this  country  againfi  f* ranee  and  Spain,,  and  to  give  vigour 

to  our  military  exertions,  in  a  crifis  in  "which  military  exer- 

tiof]>.  both  by  fea  and  larid,  was  ^n  neceiTary  as  the  prefent. 

He  could  not,  however,  confent  to  an  union  with  that  fetof 

men  to  whofe  bad  conduct  all  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  the 

bour  was  to  be  afcribeS.     The  beft  way  to  procure  unanimity 

would  be  for  thofe  men  to  retire  from  the  »>vernmeot  of  this 

'  country,  to'  which  they  had  proved  themfelves  wholly  inade- 

'  quace.     They  had  not  only,  by  their  weak  meafures.  Drought 

On  all  the  di (grace  and  all  the  calamity  which  overwhdiaed 

lis  at  this  moment,  they  had  not  only  loft  all  confidence  at 

bpme,  .but  they  had  contrived  to  lofe  all  confidence  abroad. 

Hence  it  was  th^t  in  this  perilous  crifis  we  ftood  wtthoata 

£ngle  ally  ;  all  Europe  locking  on  with  indifference,  or  rather 

perhsfs  with  a  hope  to  fee  us  cru(hed  and  annihilated.    His 

Grace  faid,  he  was  in  the  country  upon  hi9  private  bufioefs 

whep  he  fird  heard  of  the  bill,  which  was  that  day  to  be  the 

ib^bjc£l  of  confideration,  if  their  Lordlhips  went  into  a  com- 

mitcoe  upon  it.     it  ftruck  him  inftantly  that  a  bill  Co  fiiddenly 

brought  in  and  hurried  through  the  other  Houfe  in  fo  bafly 

«.  n^nner,  that  their  Lordfliips  might  almoft  count  tbe  hours 

^i^e  it  was  hrtt  fpake  of, .  n)uft  be  a  very  raw,  indigefted  and 

imperfect  perforrnance.     As  a  proof  of  this  aflertion,  he  re- 

nHpded  their  Lord  {hips  of  the  great  variety  of  our  militia  laws, 

Sfid  tbe  manifold  errors  that  had  from  time  to  time  cTcaped  in 

modi:<>f-  them.     He  mentioned  alfo  that  the  laws  themfelves 

were  fo  voluminous,  that  a  few  years  back,  when  it  vras 

thought  ad  vifeable  to  review  the  whole,  and  colled  the eiTen- 

V\i\  ciaufes  of  e^ch,.  into  one  ftatute,  that  ftatute  fwellcd  into 

a  volume ;  a  volume  to  which,  if  their  Lordfhips  did  go  into 

'4  Committee  upoA,tl;)e  prefent  bill,  he  {hould  have  frequent 

.    dccafion  to  call  their. Lordfhips'  attention  to,  in  the  courfe  of 

wJ^a&'he  meant  to  Qirer,    refpecEting  the  bill  then  under  confi- 

deration.     Havjno^  iaid  tl^is,  he  informed  the  Houfe,  that  as 

loon  as  he  heard  of  ;he  bill,  he  pofted  to  town  inftantly, 
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and  arrived  at  his  houfe  jeftcrday  cvcniog.  ;That  he  thcre^ 
found  the  bill,  which  he  prefumed  had  been  delivered  as  foQa' 
as  it  was  printed.  That  as  he  cxpe<3edj  when  he  came  to^ 
read  It,  he  difcovcrcd  it  to  be  full  of  errors  and  full  of  de- 
fers. .He  was  not  at  all  furprifed  at  finding  it  in  that  ftate^ 
be^a^fe  when  he  *  confidewd  in  what  a  hafty  manner  it  hjd 
been  drawn  up,  it  was  impoflible  that  it  fliould  be  otherwiieii. 
His  Grace  then  ilated  the  parts  of  the  bill  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  particularly  obie<9ionab1e,  and  firft  he  mentioned,^ 
that  in  the  fecond  ciaufe,  it  was.ena(^ed  that  *^  it  may  be  law- 
.ful  forhisMajefty.to.or'der  ^nd  dire£l  the  member  of  private, 
men  to  ferve  in  tne  militia  to  be  doubled."  The.words  pri-» 
vate  men,  his  Grace  commented  upon  for  fome  time,  obfer*. 
virig,  that  thofc  words  confined  the  new  militia  to  the  private^ 
men  only,  and  did  not  give  the  lead  hint  of  the  officers  necef-. 
iary  to  command  them.  He  next  adverted  to  theclaufe  which' 
enabled  his  Majefty  to.  augment  the  militia  companies  to  the 
nucnber  of  one  hundred  and  direded  that  one  lieutenant  ibou14 
be  ad^ed  to  each  company  fo  augmented.  This  he  declared 
was  an  innovation,  that  might  be  attended  with  bad  confe- 
quences  ;  he  addeid  likewife,  that  it  was  the  firft  mention  of 
any  officer,  and  that  it  fo  effe6lually  took  aw^y  the  right  of 
appointing  officers  from  the  lieutenant  of  each  county,  and 
from  the  three  deputy.Jieutenants,  and  vefted  the  power  in  his 
Majefty,  that  if  he  were  fent  to,  as  l,ord  Lieutenant  of  Suf- 
folk, and  defired  tp.  appoint  the  officers  of  the  new  militia, 
fie  {houtd  write  word  back,  that,  according  to  the  a6l  of  Par-' 
liament,  he  had  rib  power  ^  that  he  could  not  aiTume  any 
fiicb  power,  for  that  by  the  ad,  his  Majefty  alone  had  the 
power.  After  arguing  this  point  very  ably,  his  Grace  recom- 
mended to  the  Houfe  a  ferious  reconflderation  of  the  bill,  (ba- 
ting, that  the  meafure  it  tended  to  authonfe  was  of  infinitely 
greater  extent  than  they  might  poffibly  forefee  ;  that  however 
plaufible  it  might  appear  in  theory,  it  might  not  upon  trial, 
beeafy  to  be  carried  into  pradice,  and  that  if  they  did  not 
feize  (bat  opportunity  of  deliberating  upon  it  with  due  cir- 
cumfpe£tion,  they  might  hereafter  havemuch  reafon  to  lament 
their  precipitation. 

Duke  of  ManchefltrCsMj  that  he  had  for  many  years  taken  Duke  of 
a  great  deal  of  trojuble  about  the  militia  j    that  as  originally  Mancbeftr. 
formed,  it  was  a  conftitutional  force,  and  fuch  he  hoped  it 
ever  would  continue.    The  prefent  bill  tended  to  alter  it  in 
many  points,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  very  deliberately  con- 
fideredt    His  Grace  ftatcd  a  variety  of  ohjeflions  to  the  form 
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ef  the  6i!l,  and  foCM  to  its  i^rihciple.  £fe  ddubted  the  pncc 
llicabifftyof  thefheafuTe,  and  Vikewik  tb€  efftA  tt  might  have 
On  other  fervices.  With  regard  to  the  former  he  ftated  that 
it  wocdd  bearhard  upon  the  {Public  froril  t&e  feafdn  of  the  year 
in  which  it  ftiuft  necelTarlly  be  carried  ifi^O  extf^tion  ;  the 
&arvefteo«ingoB,  and  all  thehufbandmeii  pre)^aring  to  get 
hi  that  very  com  and  pfovi^nder,  which  Waa  nbt  only  of  ma^ 
(Orial  imponance  to  the  individual  whofe  property  it  was,  but 
fur  the  natSoii  It  large,  whofe  fubli(tenc^  depi^nded  upon  it, 
c(i>eidially  the  fubfiftence  of  the  arihy.  Ht  qudBoned  like- 
Wife  the  poffibility  of  gaining  fe  many  meh  as  die  bill  caUcd 
for,  and  dreaded  the  difturunc^  that  might  enfae  from  at- 
tempting  to  enforce  the  tCt  (if  the  bill  paflTed  into  an  21EL) 
He  argued  alfo  upon  the  neceffity  of  recruiting  the  old  corps, 
and  of  getting  men  for  the  new  levies,  fubn^itting  it  co  their 
Lordl^ips,  whether  it  was  not  obvious  that  one  fervictf  Would 
<lMbL  with  another,  and  that  perhaps  by  attempting  to  raife  a 
new  ntilitia;  it  would  be  impoffible  either  to  complete  the 
ihanning  of  the  navy,  to  complete  the  old  regimAts^  or  for 
fuch  of  the  nobility  whofe  ofiers  to  raife  r^ments,  &c  hac 
been  accepted,  to  get  their  men.  He  mention^,  that  he  bai 
very  early  made  an  offer  to  government  to  raife  a  regitiicnt,  bu: 
bia'oflf^r  had  been  rejeded* 
Lord  Om-  E^rl  of  firiftol  was  rifing  to  fpeak,  when  the  Lortf  C2j«- 
€dkr.  allor  afked  if  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  the  ord^  of  tbt 
day  read,  that  the  bufinefs  might  be  more  regular  ?  Tlie  or- 
der of  the  dav  was  read  accordingly,  and  a  defultory  kind  c: 
debate  ehAied. 
EtrUf  Earl  of  Briftol  faid  he  fhould  not  have  rifen  that  day,  h:.: 

Br^       ft  not  been  attempted  both  within  that  I^oufe,  and  withcj: 
doord,  t6aflert  that  he  had  miftated  fa£b  relative  to  the  na-.T, 
land  that  he  not  only  was  confuted  in  that  erroneous  ftatemene, 
but  that  he  had  acknowledged  he  was  confuted.     This  was  t 
grofs  deception.    He  had  (poke  to  their  Lordlhips from authco-^ 
tic  accounts,  which  he  defied  any  one  Lord,  either  in  or  o  '^ 
of  o£Sce  to  difprove.     His  LordQiip  adhered  to  what  he  h 
on  every  occafion  infifted  on,  viz.  that  the  manning  of  t 
navy  was  the  firft  confideration,  and  ought  to  be  firft  attends 
to.     He  faid,  that  no  meafure  which  was  the  leaft  likely  to  pre 
judfce  that  great  end,  ought  to  receive  the  countenance  c 
their  Lordfhips,  and  that  the  prefent  defign  of  augmentin 
the  militia,  ftruck  him  as  immediately  tending  to  opcni 
againft  that  and  other  very  important  fervices.     He  was  then 
fore  inclined  to  vote  againft  the  bill  being  committed  ;  bi 
What  would  determine  him,  would  be  an  anfwer  from 
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commander  in  chief  o(  the  army,  relative  to  the  deficiencies 
of  the  army.  Report  faid  that  the  army  was  from  fourteen 
to  fixteen  thoufahd  men,  fhort  of  its  complement.  If  this 
were  true^  it  was  an  unanfwerable  argument  a^ainft  acceding 
to  a  bill,  which  if  paiTed  into  a  law,  would  hvallow  up  aU 
moft  every  man  in  the  nation  fit  for  fcrvice.  Before  he  fat 
down,  he  would  aflc  another  queftion  of  a  noble  Lord  in  his 
eye  [Lord  Sandwich]  were  the  corps  of  marines  complete  i 
If  they  were  not,  it  was  an  additional  reafon,  why,  in  a  mo- 
ment like  the  prefent,  the  augmentations  of  the  militia  was  a 
meafure  impolitic,  and  improper  to  be  adopted. 

Earl  G$wer  declared,  that  in  a  crifis  of  emergency  like  that  tulGmtf 
in  which  we  now  ftood,  he  had  hoped  that  every  mode  of  cal- 
ling out  the  ftrength  of  the  country,  which  was  propofed, 
would  be  readily  adopted  and  fupported  by  Parliament.  That 
he  had  himfelf  had  his  doubts  of  the  praidicabiljty  and  prudence 
of  the  prefent  meafure.  That  there  was  fcarcely  an  argu- 
ment which  had  been  urged  againft  it,  which  had  not,  at  one 
time  or  other,  fince  the  meafure  was  firft  propofed^  occupied 
his  mind  j  that  however  he  was  inclined  to  foregoe  his  own 
opinion,  from  the  confideration,  that  the  bill  apparently  held 
out  the  mode  moft  likely  to  colleA  a  large  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  fpeedily.  That  the  bill  as  it  ftood,  was 
not  of  neceffity  to  be  adopted  t'n  Mo ;  moft  of  the  objedions 
which  he  had  heard  made  to  it  might  be  met,  and  the  com- 
mittee mieht  fo  alter  the  bill,  that  the  whole  might  be  done 
away.  Fie  wiihed  to  hear  the  opinion  of  every  Lord  upon 
the  (*iibjeS,  and  as  it  was  a  topic  of  very  grjeat  importance, 
he  fliould  be  for  adopting  the  fentiments  of  the  majority. 
With  regard  to  the  queftion  put  l>y  the  noble  Earl  who  fpoke 
laft,  refpe£ling  the  deficiencies  of  the  army,  he  was  not  com- 
petent to  anfwer  it,  and  if  he  were,  he  was  free  to  fay,  he 
fhould  think  a  direA  and  explicit  anfwer  highly  imprudent. 
Thus  much  he  would  declare,  the  amount  of  the  armed 
forces  in  the  kingdom,  including  the  militia,  which  had  been 
flated  by  a  noble  Duke  laft  Friday,  was,  ,he  believed,  ex- 
tremely erroneous;  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  the  grofs 
number  was  many  thoufands  ftiort  of  the  number  ftated. 
The  dStStxvt  troops  therefore  now  in  the  kingdom  ought  not 
to  be  taken  to  that  extent  in  which  it  had  been  adverted  to, 
and  therefore  the  argument  againft  the  prefent  bill,  which 
had  been  built  on  that  foundation,  was  much  fliaken.  His 
LordQiip  earneftly  advifed  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  committee 
upon  th^  bill,  and  faid,  that  it  might  be  there  fo  altered  as 
to  be  rendered  unobjectionable.     Before  the  Earl  fat  down,  he 
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begged  leave. to  notice  what  had  been  faid  about  foreign  al- 
liances, and  called  to  their  Lordlhip/  recolleSion,  that  in 
the  miniftry  of  the  ableft  ftiitermen,  fuch  alliances  as  the  na- 
tional intetefts  ihoft  required  had  been  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
be  eftablifh^d  ;  it  Was  no  argument  of  the  weaknefs  or  the 
iIl-condu£l  of  the  prefent  admiiiiftration  therefore,  that  they 
had  failed  ill  their  endeavours  to  make  alliances  with  the  court 
of  Ruffia,  or  other  European  powers.     His  Lordihip  added 
farther  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  aflertion. 
LordTcwi**     Lord  Townjhifid  reprehended  the  folly  of  providing  for  a 
p>€nd.         home  defence  only,  and  lofing  fight  of  the  neceflary  provifion 
for  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of  our  diftant  dependencies. 
He  faid,  it  refembled  the  conduct  of  a  poor  wretch  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  mortality,  who  turned  all  his  attention  to  his  fto- 
mach,  and  thought  if  he  kept  that  tolerably  warm  and  com- 
fortable, he  was  fafe,  although  his  extremities  were  wafliog, 
and  their  lofs  of  fundion  muft  neceflfarily  approach  the  (eat 
of  life  by  gradation,  and  end  in  putting  a  period  to  his  exi- 
,  ftence.     His  Lordfhip  declared  that  no  man  was  more  ready 
than  he  was  to  give  government  every  fupport  that  Parlia- 
'  ment  could  give  them  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  j  it  was 
neceffary,  however,  to  confider  how  far  any  meafure  propofed, 
'    was  adequate  to  the  purpofe  it  was  avowedly  defigned  to  an- 
'  fwer.     The  prefent  militia  bill  was  fuch,  as  he  feared,  was 
rather  founded  in  zeal  than  in  prudence.    At  prefent  the  army 
wanted  many  recruits,  and  there  were  feveral  new  corps  to  be 
raifed.     Both  of  thefe  objeds  ftruck  him,  as  obje£b  which 
ought  to  precede  the  raifmg  an  additional  national  force,  and 
for  this  reafon  ;  the  regulars,  whether  raifed  as  recruits  to  the 
army,  or  raifed  under  the  offers  of  nobility  as  new  regiments, 
might  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,   and  fent  wherever  the 
preflure  of  affairs  might  require.     At  prefent  we  had  pofief- 
fions  at  fome  diftance.    The  Weft-Indies,  it  was  faid,  would 
be  the  obje£t  of  attack  on  the  part  of  our  enemies.    We  could 
not  fend  any  of  the  militia  to  the  Weft-Indies,  neither  could 
we  fend  any  of  the  regular  forces  now  in  the  kingdom  ;  the 
fending  of  the  one  was  prohibited  by  law,  and  the  fending  of 
the  other  was  prohibited  by  neceffity — in  fa£^,  we  coulJ  not 
fpare  them.     When  fuch  was  the  cafe,  why  fhould  we  attempt 

♦  to  monopolize  every  man  in  the  kingdom  fit  for  a  foldicr,  by 

•  augmenting  the  militia  to  double  its  prefent  number  f  His 
Lordfhip  urged  alfo  (he  fame  arguments  as  thofe  ufed  by  the 

"  Duke  of  Manchefter,  refpedting  the  impropriety  of  putting 

the  meafure  in  prafiice  juft  on  the  approach  of  the  harvctt, 

'  and  ftated  his  reafons  why  he  thought  that  agreeing  to  lSc 
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prefcnt  bill  would  clafli  with  other  fcrvices,  aflcing  why  mi- 
nifters  fhould  defirc  to  warp,  cripple^  and  obftru£l  the  re- 
cruiting for  the  army,  by  throwing  in  the  way  of  that  great 
objeS  a  bill  which,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  eiFe<Sl>  and  he 
much  doubted  whether  it  could  or  not,  would  effeAually  hin- 
der men  being  got,  either  by  the  regulars,  the  new  corps,  or 
by  the  navy  ?  He  declared,  that  every  gentleman  in  the  army 
well  knew,  that  fince  the  militia  was  firft  eftabliflied,  the  re-, 
cruiting  fervice  for  the  army  was  greatly  checked,  and  almoft 
put  an  end  to.  After  other  arguments  in  fupport  of  his  Lord- 
fhip's  aflertions,  he  advifed  a  different  mode  of  armament; 
that  of  each  gentleman  in  his  own  county  arming  his  fol- 
lowers, and  regifiering  their  number,  by  which  means  each 
county  would  have  its  own  force,  and  fuch  a  force  as  he  was 
convinced  would  ferve  more  efFedually  in  driving  the  coun- 

Sj  on  the  approach  of  a  foe,  than  any  other  force  whatever^ 
is  Lordibip  threw  out  a  variety  of  hints  refpeAing  this  idea, 
and  at  length  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  militia  bill ;  but  that  if  he  heard  no  better  fcheme 
propofed,  he  fhould  certainly  vote  for  that,  becaufe  in  a  mo-* 
ment  like  the  prefent,  he  thought  no  man  ought  to  deny  bis 
fupport  to  fuch  meafures  as  were  fuggefted  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom,  however  (hort  thofe  meafures  might  fall  of  what 
he  conceived  might  be  propofed  and  carriea  into  execution 
with  greater  eflFeft. 

Earl  of  Brijlol  faid,  he  confidered  the  filence  of  the  com-  Earl  of 
mander  in  chief  of  the  army,  refpe£ling  the  deficiencies  he  ^'i/^»'« 
had  alluded  to,  as  a  confei&on  of  the  fad ;  he  therefore  cer- 
tainly fhould  oppofe  the  prefent  bill,  and  for  that  reafon  he 
moved  their  Lordfhips,  '^  that  the  bill  fhould  not  be  com* 
mitted." 

Duke  of  Grafton  reflated  his  objcfiions  to  the  bill,  and  faid,  Duke  of 
that  the  more  he  thought  of  it,  the  more  he  faw  its  dcfefts  ^''^/"»« 
and  its  ill-tendency.  He  conjured  the  Houfe  to  take  a  little 
more  time  to  confidcr  it.  He  faid,  his  bufinefs  in  the  coun- 
try was  prefiing,  and  that  he  was  to  be  in  camp  next  Mon- 
•  day  ;  he  would,  however,  give  up  every  perfonal  confidera- 
tion  to  a  matter  of  fuch  moment.  He  begged,  therefore,  that 
their  Lordfhips  would  only  defer  committing  the  bill  till  the 
next  morning,  that  miniflers  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
deliberating  among  themfelves  once  more,  and  profiting  by 
the  hints  they  had  that  day  heard  thrown  out  in  Parliament, 
His  Grace  particularly  dwelt  on  the  impofTibility  to  recruit 
the  army,  man  the  navy,  and  fill  the  new  corps  at  one  and 
the  fame  time.  He  declared,  though  theSpanilh  refcript  had 
A  a  a  a  2  been 
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been  delivered  nesr  a  fortnight,  and  it  was  cuftomary  for  the 
people  in  general  to  (hew  a  fpirit,  equal  to  the  wifhes  of  go* 
vernment,  to  repel  the  common  enemy,  that  in  SuflFolk  he 
bad  not  feen  the  leaft  appearance  of  that  fpirit,  no  one  offer 
having  been  made  him  to  accept  a  commiffion  in  the  new  mi- 
litia. His  Grace  ufed  a  great  many  other  arguments  to  in^ 
ducc  the  Houfe  to  coir.cide  with  his  propofition, 
tora  cbMf  Lord  Chancellor  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
fr//«r.  queftion,  which  was,  whether  the  bill  fliould  be  commirted. 

His  Lordfhip  entered  into  the  argument,  urged  the  neceffity 
of  calling  out  the  force  of  the  kingdom,  fubmitted  to  the 
Houfe  what  was  the  moft  proper  means  of  calling  out  that 
force,  and  informed  them,  that  agreeing  to  the  motion  that 
the  bill  be  not  committed,  would  be  in  fad  denying  the  ne** 
ceffity  of  encreafing  the  national  force  in  any  meafure  what-* 
ever.  The  prefent  bill,  he  faid,  might  be  imperfe<£l,  and 
might  be  liable  to  challenge  in  point  of  form  ;  it  would  not, 
however,  heprefumed,  be  liable  to  any  in  point  of  principle, 
bccaufe  in  a  crifis  like  the  prefent,  he  did  not  conceive  that 
any  man  would  fay  he  was  an  enemy  to  putting  the  kingdom 
into  the  beft  ftate  of  defence  that  was  poffible ;  whatever  were 
the  errors  of  the  bill,  as  far  as  he  was  enabled  to  judge  from 
the  objcSions  which  had  been  taken,  there  was  not  any  cxne 
of  them  which  might  not  be  correded  in  the  committee. 
CarUfi?/.  Earl  of  Effingham  dtchred  he  underftood  that  his  Majeftj 
fi»gk0m.  jj^j  appointed  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough  to  the  vacant  fecrcta- 
ryfbip,  whom  he  ha[d  ail  ways  regarded,  though  not  as  the 
principal,  yet  as  the  fecondary  inftrument  in  occafioning  the 
'  '  American  war.     If  he  was  right  in  his  information,   he  de* 

•  clared  he  would  oppofe  the  prefent  miniftry  with  redoubled 
vigour,  becaufe  it  (hewed  that  the  fame  meafures  and  the 
fame  fyftem  were  intended  to  be  adopted  which  firft  caufed 
all  our  misfortunes.  He  faid,  on  fuch  ground  he  would  op- 
pofe his  Prince,  and  he  fhoOld  think  it  as  much  his  duty  to 
do  fo,  as  if  he  had  lived  in  the  days  of  James  the  Second, 
He  animadverted  with  great  feverity  to  the  celebrated  circu- 
lar letter,  and  confined  his  fpeech  to  a  review  of  the  meafures 
of  miniftry  when  Lord  Hillfborough  was  laft  in  ofEce. 
Earl  of  Earl  ot  Derby  faid,  he, meant  neither  to  vote  one  way  or 

^^^'  the  other  when  be  firft  came  down  to  the  Houfe  j  but  frooi 
what  he  had  heard,  he  was  confirmed  in  his  opinion,  that  the 
bill  was  impracticable.  His  Lord  {hip  entered  into  a  hiftory 
of  his  offers  to  raife  a  regiment,  made  on  the  delivery  of  the 
French  refcript,  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ameri- 
can department,  and  fince  the  delivery  of  the  Spaniih  refcript, 
4  to 
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he  prefcnt  commander  in  chiefs  and  CQinplained  pf  beingv 

itly  ill-treated  on  both  occafions,  and  bei^g  mjirke^  a9  an! 

\&  of  siiniftcrial  perfecution. 

)uke  of  ManAifier  maintained  his  former  argunacnty  apd.Dvkcof 

r  re-ftating  the  inconvcniencies  that  the  carrying  the  pre-,  M^cb^ft. 

bill  into  execution  would  moil  probably  be  attended  with, 
ifcd  the  new  modelling  the  bill.  His  Grace  faid,,  he  made, 
'cruple  to  confefs  that  he  was  againft  the  h\\\  ab  imo^  aa| 
noble  Lord  on  the  woolfack  had  phrafed  it  i  if  he  .coa*  ' 
ed  to  the  bill  in  any  {hape,  it  would  be  upon  condition^ 
:  only  the  laft  claufe  was  fufFered  to  ftand,  and  (hat  every 

which  carried  in  it  the  leaft  idea  of  a  cbmpulfory  exe^u- 
I  of  the  z&  (hould  be  expunged. 

)uke  of  Richmond  faid,   he  had  mentioned  doubliog  the  Dnke  of 
tia  in  a  late  debate  as  a  feafible  projed  in  cafe  of  ricceffity^  KUbmni. 
he  had  not  dreamt  of  carrying  the  meafure  into  pra£^ice» 
uch  a  manner  as  the  prefent  bill  ftated.     He  agreed  per- 
\y  with  Lord  Townihend,  as  to  the  propriety  of  raiCng 
nty  corps,  declaring  that  fuob  corps  were,  of  all  forces^ 

moft  capable  of  driving  the  country  in  cafe  of  necei&ty. 
er  difcuffing  that,  and  a  variety  of  other  analogous  topics. 
Paid,  he  dinered  in  fome  degree  with  the  noble  Earl  [Bri- 
.]  He  thought  the  navy  the.firft  object,  and  that  it 
tit  to  be  manned  immediately  ;  but  he  did  not  think,  if 

met  with  an  accident  at  fea,  that  it  was  over  \viti>  ihis 
ntry.  Having  dwelt  upon  this  for  fome  time,  he  com- 
ned  of  the  partiality  of  government  refpeding  the  ofFeri 
Je  them  of  railing  regiments,  and  faid  be  would  fpeak  out  i 
:  a  noble  Larl  of  th;it  Houfe,  who  had  ferved  abroad,  and 
>fe  name  ought  to  procure  him  refpeit,.  had  been  raifed  onl/ 

miferable  Sep  in  his  profefiion  (from  a  lieutenant  to  9 
tain)  at  the  fame  time  that  another  Earl,  who  had  never 
ed  either  in  the  militia  or  in  the  army,  was  of  a  fuddeji 
ointed  to  the  command  of  a  company.  He  ineant  the  Earl 
i^hefterficld  and  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
[his  gave  rife  to  an  ex;  lanatery  converfation,  which  lafted 
jll  hour.  Lord  Amherft,  Earl  of  Cbefterfield,  Earl  of 
by,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  riflng  more  than  oncf 
1  on  the  occafion. 

;,arl  of  BriJI^l  withdrew  his  motion,  declaring  that  when  £ail«e 
nade  it,  he  thought  the  bill  would  not  be  fo  altered  as  to^^P^^ 
juce  any  good;  but  from  what  his  Grace  of  Richmoad 

faid,  he  was  induced  to  change  his  opinion, 
ifter  a  variety  of  arguments  from  moft  of  the  fpeakera  wc 
^   meationed^  £ail  Gower  propofed  that  the  committee 
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fliould  fit,  and  that  it  Ihould   be  immediately  adjourned  tt 
the  next  day.     This  was  complied  with. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill  to 
,  remove  difficulties  with  refpe^l  to  the  manning  his  Majeftys 
navy,  for  a  time  to  be  limited. 
Buke  of  X  he  Duke  of  Richmond  propofed'to  alter  the  preamble,  and 

MichtnMJ.  to  ftate,  not  a  general  plea  as  it  flood  in  the  bill,  but  the  par« 
ttcular  prefent  exigency,  and  alfo  to  omit  among  the  cata- 
logue of  afis  to  be  fufpended,  that  refpeding  the  coal  trade, 
which  hip  Grace  declared  to  be  unneccfTary  to  be  fufpeaded, 
fince  the  trade  \ti  queftidn  muft  be  fuftained. 

The  Duke's  amendments  gave  rife  to  a  debate,  in  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Stormont,  and  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich, fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
£arl  of  Effingham,  and  Lord  Ferrers,  againft  ir. 

The  Duke's  argument  was,  that  the  prefent  bill  authorized 
a  breach  of  parliamentary  faith,  and  tended  to  authorize  aa 
ixtoftfa^o  law. 
^rd  a*ii-       J^,.j  Chancellor  maintained,  that  as  the  afls  fufpended  by 
"  *^'         the  bill  then  under  conflderation  were  pafled  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  public  expediency  and  public  convenience,  it  was  eve- 
ry way  warrantable,   when  a  greater  degree  of  public  ezpe* 
diency  and  public  convenience  rendered  it  neceflary  to  fufpend 
the  operation  of  thofe  afts. 
WwiV^.        ^^"^'  ^'  Sandwich  called  upon  the  jufticc  of  the  Houfe,  and 
sn  wK  .   ^^.j^  .^  ^^^.^  Lordftiips  could  fatisfy  their  own  feelings,  and 
think  they  were  right  to  fuffer  him,  who  had  rifqucd  cvcrv 
thing  for  the  public  fervice,  and  put  hrmfelf  in  the  danger  of 
an  infinite  number  of  prbfecutions,  to  (land  the  hazard  of  the 
law,  he  muft  reft  contented  ;  he  {hould  think  it  a  noble  fa- 
crifice :  but  he  fhould  have  fo  mean  an  opinion  of  the  Houfe, 
that  he  Ihould  think  he  difgraccd  himfelf,  if  ever  be  fet  foot 
in  it  aj^ain*     His  Lordfhip  ftated,  that  on  a  hot  prefs  fomc- 
time  fince,  they  got  500  men,  but  could  only  keep  fify. 
That  in  the  prefs  laft  week,  they  had  got  600  men,  and  hopci 
to  keep  them  all.     They  had  got  near  3000  men  from  pri- 
vateers, &c.  and  had,  fince  the  aA  was  firft  introduced,  re- 
ceived more  than  one,  two,  or  three  offers  of  (hips  and  men, 
and  in  each  cafe,  of  confiderable  fize  and  number, 
Lord^**^       Lord  Stormont  fupported  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty, 
mciu:         and  declared  he  envied  him  the  opportunity  of  having  broken 

the  law  for  the  fervice  of  his  country. 
Duke  of     •     The. Duke  of  Richmond  propofcd  two  claufes,  which  pafTfii 
Richmond,    j^^  ^^^  negative  without  a  divifion.     Lord  Ferrers  aftewar*^* 
propofed  a  claufe  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  London^  whicb 
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pafled  alfo  in  the  negstivie.    The  bill  then  went  through  the 
committee. 

Juneig,         .    -  >  ' 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  <^  for  re- 
moving certain  difficulties  with  refped:  to  the  more  fpeedy 
and  efFedual  manning  of  his  Majefty's  havj  for  a  limited 
rime." 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  after  which 
Earl  of  Sandivich declared,  that  although  the  bill  was  high-  Earlof 
ly  neceflary  to  be  pafled,  he  wifhed  exceedingly  to  render  it  ^«»<'«'«** 
as  palatable  as  poffibie  to  all  their  Lordfhips  ;  for  which  rea«* 
ion  he  liad  turned  in  his  mind  all  that  had  been  faid  in  thalt 
Houfe  upon  it  the  preceding  evening,  and  confidered  every 
objeAion  which  had  been  fuggefted,  with  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion.   The  objedioR  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moft 
urgent  of  any,  and  upon  which,  indeed,  the  greateft  flrefs 
had  been  laid,  was,  that  if  the  m^n  were  prefled  out  of  the 
colliers,  the  city  of  London,  and  many  great  manufadories, 
would  be  materially  detrimented.     He  had  revolved  this  ob- 
jedion  upon  his  pillow,  and  had  endeavoured  to  difcover 
ibme  mode  of  leiTening  it,  if  one  could  not  be  hit  upon»  x 

which  would  remove  it  altogether ;  at  length  he  had  found 
whar,  if  it  did  not  fall  under  the  latter  defcriptlon,  would  at 
leaft,  he  hoped,  be  allowed  to  come  under  the  former,  and 
that  was  by  an  amendment,  which  he  fhould  offer  to  their 
Lordfhips'  confideration,  and  if  they  approved  of  it,  it  might 
be  annexed  to  the  bill  as  a  rider.  •  {lis  Lordfliip  then  read  his 
amendment,  which  was  in  purport,  ^*  that  the  ad  (hould 
operate  refpeding  the  coal  trade  for  one  month  only  inftead 
of  five;"  that  was  till  the  i6th  of  July,  which  would  not 
be  above  a. fortnight  longer.  By  this  favour,  his  Lordfliip 
faid,  it  would  be  clearly  evinced,  that  his  wifli  was  to  proted 
and  encourage  that  trade  as  far  as  the  exigency  of  the  public 
fervice  would  poffibly  allow.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech 
alfo  he  took  notice,  that  every  one  of  their  Lordfliips,  as  well 
as  himfelf,  had  been  miftaken,  refpe£ling  the  aA  of  the  fe« 
cond  of  Queen  Anne,  ftated  in  the  bill'to  exempt  and  protect 
the  apprentices,  &c.  .of  colliers.  That  a£t  had  long  fince 
been  repealed,  or  rather,  being  a  temporary  ftatute,  and  paflfed 
cxprefsly  to  remain  in  force  only  a  limited  time,  it  had  re* 
pealed  itfelf.  The  coal  trade,  therefore,  by  this  amendment, 
would  in  a  fortnight's  time  be  put  exa^ly  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  in  which  it  ftood  previous  to  the  paffing  of  the  bill  then 
under  confideration,  and  that  he  hoped  would  fatisfy  their 
Lordihips,  and  induce  them  to  pafs  the  bill  unanimoufly* 
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Duke  of  B^lim  conteiKted,  that  thou^  the  proThb  wfikli 
the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  had  nead^  was 
certainly  fuch  a  one  as  he  fliould  fiot  objed  to,  it  did  not  go 
far  enough.  The  coal  trade  was  of  the  moft  material  oon^* 
quence  to  the  metropolis.  Its  very  exiftence  might  be  faid  to 
depend  upon  it.  The  ad  therefon:  ought  not  10  atfbrd  the 
coal  trade  a  partial  relief;  it  ought  to  relieve  the  mailers  of 
colliers  altogether,  and  to  exempt  them  Mm  harii^  any  of 
their  hands  taken  from  them.  He  reminded  the  noUe  Lord, 
that  the  fecond  of  Queen  Anne  which  gave  them  pnMedioB, 
was  pafied  in  the  courfe  of  a  war.  They  had  been  in  the  en* 
joyment  of  that  protedion  during  (everal  wars  fince,  which 
was  a  clear  proof,  that  the  idea  that  had  uniformly  prevailed 
was,  that  the  coal  trade  ought  not  to  b^  moleAed,  tmA  that 
tehen  there  bad  been  occaficyi  to  man  our  fleets  formerly,  re- 
sources were  foand,  and  the  bufinefs  done  without  going  the 
extraordinary  length  of  the  prcfent  bill. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  in  reply  exprefled  his  aftoniflunent  that 
the  provifo  did  not  afford  univerfal  and  full  fatisfadioft.  He 
faid,  it  was  as  far  as  he  could  poffibly  go,  and  (cxdofive  rf 
the  difficulty  which  going  farther  would  throw  in  the  way 
of  the  fervice)  if  he  went  farther,  would  not  every  other  j 
Species  of  maritime  trade  have  a  right  to  complain,  and  to  aft 
why  is  the  coal  trade  to  be  exempted  from  this  difadvantage 
any  more  than  us  ?  His  Lordfhip  declared,  it  was  highly  ne- 
^Bary  to  get  men,  and  that  immediately.  Several  fliips  were 
ready  for  fea,  and  wanted  nothing  but  manning,  fle  had 
been  repeatedly  called  on  to  ufe  every  exertion  to  get  out  the 
.fleet;  what  he  had  done  was  an  exertion,  and  an  czertioa 
the  moft  likely  to  effed  the  great  purpofe  in  view.  AN  exer- 
tions were  burthens  upon  the  public,  and  that  ^as  in  parti- 
cular a  very  great  burthen,  but  it  was  a  neoeflary  one,  and 
every  defcription  of  men  muft  bear  a  part  of  it.  Fiom  the 
nobleman  down  to  the  matter  of  a  collier,  it  muft  be  equally 
fhared.  Add  to  this,  if  he  went  farther,  the  fervice  nktift  be 
materially  hurt,  for  then  thev  muft  give  up  the  men  they  had 
got  from  the  colliers';  a  numoerofvery  ufefii]  and  able  hands, 
exceeding  fit  for  his  Majefty's  fervice^  and  which  could  not 
be  fpared.  His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  defiring  the  noble 
Duke  ferioufly  to  confider  the  critical  fituatton  in  which  our 
aflairs  were  at  this  moment,  and  the  great  importance  of  man- 
ning as  many  (hips  as  poffible,  and  then  to  fay,  whether,  ai 
a  friend  to  his  country,  he  wi&ed  that  the  men  they  had  got 
by  that  exertion  which  he  had  rifqued,  (hould  be  difchargcd  i 
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Duke  of  £tf&0iv  declared  he  was  xioc  arguing  for  giving  up  Dalu  •£ 
men,  be  was  fpeakin^  of  boys,  the  apprentices  to  mafters  of^^^^ 
colliers.     It  was  thofo  by  whofn  the  veiTels  in  the  coal  trade 
were  chiefly  navigated,  and  without  them  the  trade  was  at  aa 
end. 

Earl  of  Sandwich  again  rofe,  and  declared,  that  it  was  men  Earl  of 
and  men  only  that  they  preffibd,  and  that  boys  under  efghteen  S^wdvkh 
were  not  taken,  or  if  they  were,  thejf  were  difcharged  again. 

Earl  of  Brift$l  faid,  he  was  not  for  giving  up  a  fingk  man  Sari  of 
till  every  (hip  now  ready  for  Tea  had  its  full  complement.  He'^'^^* 
wilhed,  however,  that' the  coal  trade  (hould  not  be  robbed  ^ 
the  apprentices,  and  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  coal  trade  was 
the  grand  nurfery  of  our  feamen,  and  inftead  of  being  cramp^* 
cd,  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as  hx  as  it  could  be  encouraged^ 
confiftently  with  the  prefent  exigency.  He  was  therefore  for 
introducing  a  daufe  in  the  bill,  by  which  they  (hould  be  fe* 
cured  in  having  two  apprentices,  and  not  depend  merely  upoit 
admiralty  protedions,  which,  mig^t  be  revoked  immediately 
after  they  were  granted,  and  which  in  fad  were  no  protediont 
atalK 

Earl  of  Sandttfieh  faid,  that  the  admiralty  went  much  far-  Batlof 
tber  in  their  protedions  of  the  coal  trade  than  the  noble  Earl  ^**^'^* 
had  (bted.  Their  orders  to  the  prefs*mafters  being  not  only 
to  allow  the  colliers  two  apprentices,  but  a  firft  mate  and  a 
carpenter*  He  had  a  prefs-*warrant  then  in  bis  pocket,  iigned 
by  himfelf.  His  Lordfhip  read  the  order  to  the  Houfe,  and 
it  thence  appealed,, that  the  prefs*niafters  were  direfied  to 
leave  fo  many  apprentices,  a  iirft  niate,  a  carpenter,  &c*  on 
board  the  vedels  which  they  entered,  in  proportion  tQ  tbefize 
and  tonnaae  of  the  veiTel.  , 

Duke  of  RicbiMnd  approved  of  the  provifo  fo  far  as  it  went,  Duke  of 
but  declared  it  ought  to  extend  to  a  total  exemption  of  the  ^*^^«^« 
coal  trade.  After  difcuffing  that  point  pretty  much  at  largf, 
his  Qrace  recurred  to  his  objedions  to  the  bill,  as  ftated  by 
bim  the  preceding  evening,  viz.  that  as  the  bill  then  (tood, 
it  tended  to  fanckify  a  breach  of  parliamentary  faith^  and 
being  retrofpe&ive,  it  was  in  truth  an  ixt^fa^a  bill,  nei« 
ther  of  which  ought  to  meet  with  the  (anaion  of  that  Houfe, 
he  therefore  argued  very  ftrongly,  that  the  date  of  the  bill 
ought  to  be  changed,  and  that  it  (hould  be  merely  profpec* 
tive.  His  Grace  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  meauirestakca 
by  the  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  in  oppolition  to  the  letter 
of  the  law,  he  gave  him  full  credit  for  his  gopd  intentions; 
but  unlcfs  the  number  of  men  that  had  been  obtained  in  con* 
fequence  of  them  was  fairly  ftated,  it  was  impoffible  to  decide 
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wbcthfijT  the  tx^ii  wfis  equal  tp  the  inevi&;  he  W9m  wilitog, 

.  however^,  to  agree  to  the  oply.true  cooftityitioo^  manner  of 

prcveifting  the  ooble  Lord  from  beuig,  h^rnilkd  by  a^ioM 

or  profecutlons,  aod  that  vas  by  a  bUl^pf  iadeiHiuty,  fiacjiig 

the  breach  of  the  law  exaAly  as  it  was,  and  iDdemnifyiiig 

•  the  poble  Lord  for  bis  cqndiidt    This  propofitioa  his  Gtac^ 

urged  very  ftreauoufly,  declaring,  that  cpnfifteody  with  bo* 

nour  and  juftice,  their  Lord^bipa  could  act  ^dopt  aaj  other 

line  of  a&ioiu    To  agree  |o  the  bill  as  it  thftQ  ftood,  would 

be  to  violate  parliamentary  faith,  t  pkdge  ei  (o  delicate  s 

ftgtpr^,.  that  he  did  not  know  that  aay.imeftty,  craay  est* 

gf  Dcy»  however  great,  cpuld  juftify  the  bieich  of  it ;  and  if 

their  Lordflnps  would  but  confider  a  momeDt,  that  the  hill 

btr  being  ret(ofpe£live  was  an  fx  f%fi  fafit  bill,  the^  fniclf 

would  not  fanftify  a  tpeafure  fo  contcary  to  every  principle 

of  juftice,  be  might  fay,  to  everv  principle  <£  hnnMHiity, 

What  occafion  alfoi  was  there  £ar  their  Lonlfhipa  to  adopt  a 

^gree  of  criminality  that  would  .di^jrace  them  as  men,  and 

difgcace.Paritament  for  ever,  when  it  wa»^fo eaiy  to  amfwer 

all  the  purpofes  of  the  preient  bill  in  a  fair,  open,  and  fimple 

moxkner  )  His  Grace  begged  their  Lonlfliips  lo  confider,  that 

the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  was  materially  aibfted  by  the  bill 

then  under  confideradon  ;  diat  on  that  account  it  was  a  nice 

matter,  and  at  that  moment  particularly  fe  *  in  the  critical 

fituation  of  public  afiairs^  it  was  well  worth  the  while  of 

governmens  to  make  their  roeaftires  as  popular  as  pofllble; 

as  the  bili  fto&d,  it  muft  be  odious,  it  muft  be  ctttt&vt  to 

the  puMic ;  befides,  why  prefer  injuftice  to  truth  and  virtue  ? 

Trudi  and  virtue  were  folid,  fubftantiaT  grounds  to  ftand  on, 

and  fuch  grounds  as  every  honeft  man,  and  every  booeft  go- 

veritment  wouM  chufe  t6  make  the  bafis  of  their  aAions« 

After  duelling  for  fome  time  on  this  point,  his  Grace  rc- 

Yerted  to  the  matter  more  immediately  the  fubjcft  of  debate, 

the  provtfo  relative  to  the  coal  trade,   and  what  the  firft  Lord 

af  the  admiralty  had  fard  rcfpcfting  the  nature  of  his  prcfs 

orders';  arguing  that  it  was  not  enough  to 'declare  that  ap- 

Creritice^  \h  that  trade  Ihould  be  fecured  from  being  prcflcd 
y  eiAct  aft  order  of  the  admiralty  not  to  prcfs  them,  or  an 
skfmirahy  office  protcftion  j  they  ought  to  be  fecured  by  a 
fcgal  exemption.  The  admiralty  office  n^ight,  as  a  noble 
Earl  hid  ftiicf,  gf'aht  proteftious  one  day,  and  revoke  thofc 
protections  the  ne^t  d^y.  The  coal  trade  was  admitted  on 
all  hamds  tb  be  of  the  utmoft  importance,  both  as  a  nurfcry 
for  f<;atneb,  and  as  it  tj^vcd  the  town  wift  fuel ;  it  ought 
i^.    "^  '    *  theic- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.jy^         t>  fi  ft  A  T  £-^1^  sis 

thet^rc  to  btf  dFeAnally  proteAedL  and  that  it  couM  ndf  be, ' 
barter  tn  cxprefs  Exemption  b^  a£t  of  Parliament ;  the  pre^ 
ftnt  l>HI  alforcM  tti  opportunity  of  introducing  fuch  an  ex* 
e«ypttM)'bd'«rilli«d  therefore  to' fce  words^ added  for  that  pur- 

Ealt  ^  Ct^^f r/</V  (pole  m  fdppoif  of  the  bHl  as  it  theA  £«rlor 
llosdy  aild  in  fliiroifer  of  the  admifalty-l^oard's  remaining  t6  ^^*rf^^ 
ImM  thepowisr  of  granting  prote^ions  to  the  coal  trade,  at^d 
to  oth^ri  as  rtiey  in  thtir  difcretion  judged  it  to  be  prudent. 
His  Lordflilp  Md,  that  the  very  fiircumftance.of  hairing  thfc 
power  of  revoking  their  protddlon's  whet^ever  th^  exigencies 
#f  the  ftate  requiral  it,  was  what  prefled  oil  his  mind  as  thi 
Ibrongeft  reafon  why  it  was  better  for  the  public  intereft  «nd 
wdAtfe,  tbkt  th€  po^r  fhbuld'  remirin  lodged  where  it  now 
v^f  than  thitt  it  fbould  be  taken  a  way,  and  the  coal  trade 
liftve  «  legai  exemption,  which  might  at  a  particular'  crifU 
opente  very  nuch  to  diedifadvantoge  of  his  Majdly's  fervice. 
His  Lordikip  called  the  attention  of  the  FToufe  to  thtf  prefent 
ficuatio»  of'  tfiinrs,  and  the  notorious  want' of  men  to  mail 
liieh  flifps'as  were  otherwife  ready  to  fail  and  reinforce  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  inftancing  that  as  an  unanfwerable  argument 
6f  the  propriety  of  what  he  had  juft  fatd*  With  regard  to 
the  bill  in  queftion,  he  was  for  itspaffing  in  its  prefent  form, 
including  the  provifo  which  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty  had  moved  as  an  amendment,  and  which  might  go 
as  a  rider  to  the  bill.  Whiit  the  noble^Diike  had  (aid  refpedo^ 
in^its  beirig  an  ixfvft'faSh  bill,  (truck  him  exa£Uy  oppofite-* 
\j  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was  evident  it  had  ((ruck  the 
aoMe  Duke :  the  very  bafis  of  the  hi|}  wai  its  being  an  a/l 
f^fmO^  law ;  an^  if  it  had  not  a  retrofpeA,  it  would  be  ufe- 
Ic6;  he  meant  with  regard  to  the  number  of  men  that  had 
beervobtained  in  confeqiience  of  the  exertions  of  the  noble 
£afl  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  exertrdns  whtch^did  the 
noble  Lord  the  higheft  honour,  and  for  which,  if  they  were 
candidly  coiik(idered,  he  was  entitled  not  ohijr  to  an  indemnity 
from  Parliament,  but  to  the  thanks  of  his  country.  Only  let 
tbefr  Lordibips  fee  the  whole  cafe  as  it  really  flood.  France 
and  Spain  were  in  open  hoftiliry  with  Great  Britain,  and  they 
had  a  powerful  fleet  at  fea.  Great  Britiln  was  a  maritime 
ftate,  and  her  chief  dependence,  and  her  chief  glory  was  htr 
navy.  In  fuch  a  (ituation  as  Great  Britain  then  flood  in, 
every  nerve  was  to  be  (trained  in  order  to  fit  out  as  large  % 
fleet  as  we  could,  to  cope  with  that  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ; 
men  of  all  parties,  of  all  political  defcriptions,  had  callccf 
upon  the^ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  to  ufe  every  exertion^  an^ 
Bbbb  2  tA 
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Co  tet  out  M  mtny  (hips  as  poflible,  and  with  all  piCble  ex« 
pedition.  The  hrft  lord  of  the  adoiiralty  bad  h^Mtf  Cko^ 
£ced  bis  own  fafety,  and  by  a  breach  of  the  law  had  ta  a  mat 
sneafure  attained  the  capital  end  of  gettin|^  oicn  to  man  feie- 
ral  {hips  now  lying  in  port,  and  only  wanting  men  to  be  neady 
to  fail.  This  was  an  exertion  of  the  firft  importaacn^  and 
would  their  Liordibips  deny  the  noble  Earl  the  credit  that  wai 
due  for  his  condud  i  Would  they  do  what  was  worfe  ■  would 
they  fuffer  him  to  be  liable  to  profecution  after  profecution, 
and  enable  all  the  men  he  had  obtained  by  his  ezcrtioa  io  foe 
out  the  kakeas  <arpus,  and  procure  their  difcharg^  I  for  fuch 
would  ineviubly  be  the  confequence  of  not  paifiiig  the  bill 
then  the  fubjed  of  debate. 
B«ri  of  Earl  of  Brijpl  reviewed  the  argument,  and  went  iaio  a 

MrijM*  1^  j  Qf  general  examination  of  the  flate  of  the  naryw  He 
faid,  that  manning  the  fleet  was  doubtlefs  the  iirft  grett  ob* 
je£t,  for  upon  that  our  fafety  and  our  exiflenceaa  a  nation  de^ 

Ended  i  the  prefent  bill,  w^^dirmiir  nfirt^  certainly  ottht  to 
pafled  when  properly  altered,  but  tiefore  it  was  pafled,  it 
was  neceflary  for  their  Lordlhips  to  know  whether  erery  other 
means,  and  every  other  exertion  had  been  pradifed  to  get  men. 
^o  fuch  fads  had  been  ftated  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty }  the  bill  therefore  was  without  that  proof  to 
fupport  it  that  ought  to  have  accompanied  it.  There  were  to 
his  knowledge  feveral  other  means  of  obuining  men :  one 
^as  the  ftripping  the  armed  veilels  employed  in  attempting  to 
prevent  the  exercife  of  the  fmuggling  trade*  That  trade  waa 
now  at  an  end,  and  the  veflels  he  alluded  to,  werecoofeqocnt* 
ly  ufclefs.  His  Lordihip  hinted  at  other  refouroes  for  mea, 
and  faid,  in  times  like  the  prefent,  every  brave  and  gallant  officer 
ought  to  be  afloat.  That  there  were  men  now  mouldering  oa 
fhore  whofe  minds  were  at  fea ;  Mr.  Keppel,  Lord  Howe^ 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  Admiral  Pigot,  and  Lord  Shaldham, 
were  officers  whofe  breafts  were  fired  with  the  trueft  seal  for 
their  country's  honour  and  intereft.  There  was  but  one  ob-> 
ftacle  to  their  ferving  their  countiy  at  the  prefent  chfis,  and 
there  was  but  one  obflacle  to  his  ferving  it  likewife.  If  he 
could  ferve  it  confiftently  with  his  honour,  he  would,  infirm 
as  he  was,  go  out  in  a  frigate  undet  the  command  of  an^  one 
of  the  brave  ofiicers  he  had  mentioned.  Sir  Charles  Hardj 
ought  to  be  reinforced ;  too  njiuch  depended  upon  his  fuccefs 
to  put  it  to  the  fmalleft  hazard,  if  it  were  poffible  to  prereot 
it.  His  Lordfhip  declared  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that 
every  fyllable  he  had  uttered  flowed  from  his  heart;  that  he 
fpoke  as  a  true  Englifhman,  and  he  had  no  other  objed  but 
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fie  falvaticMi  of  his  country,  and  the  maintaining  Great  firi<^ 
ain  a  free  tiid  independent  nation. 

Earl  of  Sanduncb  rofe,  and  after  thanking  the  noble  Earl  ^'ri  •( 
or  the  candid  and  difpaffionate  manner  in  which  he  had  de«  ^"^^ 
ivered  his  fenttments^  faid  though  they  agreed  upon  the  prin« 
ipal  fufajeift,  the  neceffiCy  of  ufing  n^ery  exertion  tD  man  tha 
lavy,  they  differed  fo  much  upon  fome  others,  that  it  was  n6t 
ery  likely  they  (hOttld  ever  emeruin  escaSly  the  fame  opinion 
efpeding  them.  With  regard  to  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  it 
iras  by  no  means  the  objed  of  debate  that  day,  neither  wa» 
i  a  fit  matter  todifcufs  juft  then.  On  a  proper  occaiion  he 
lad  no  obje£^ion  to  meet  the  noble  Earl  fully  upon  it,  and  to 
nter  into  the  ampleft  inveftigation  of  it ;  at  prefent  it  was 
oreignfrom  the  bufineft  before  thtir  Lordfhips,  to  which  he 
hould  confine  himfeif.  The  noble  Earl,  among  other  things; 
lad  faid  that  the  armed  vefleis  ought  to  be  ftripped  of  their 
aen,  for  that.thofe  vefiels  were  ufeTefs.  The  noble  Earl  was 
xceedingly  miftaicen  ^  fo  far  from  the  armed  Veflels  alluded  to 
•eing  of  no  ufe,  they  were  the  moft  ufeful  vefTels  in  the  fer- 
ice;  without  them  the  ports  of  Newcaftle,  Hull,  Liverpooiy 
nd  fucb  open  ports  would  be  perpetually  annoyed  and  bar*, 
ailed.  The  noble  Earl  was  f'qualiy  miAaken  in  other  points  ; 
very  poffible  exertion  had  been  made  previous  to  the  mea- 
ures  taken  lately,  to  indemnify  him  for  which,  the  prefent 
»ill  was  brought  into  Parliamrnc.  A  great  deal  had  been  faid 
efpe£ting  apprentices ;  it  was  inconceivable  the  fallacies 
rhich  had  been  pra£lifed  refpe^ting  them  from  time  to  time, 
mder  fandion  of  the  parKamentary  protei^iona.  Young  men  of 
wenty  years  of  age,  and  even  of  one  and  twenty,  declared  them* 
slves  to  be  under  eighteen,  and  as  the  admiralty  were  obliged 
o  take  the?r  own  evidence,  and  it  was  impuilible  for  them  to 
ifprore  what  they  chofe  to  fay,  or  what  thev  got  others  to 
Tf  and  fwear,  infinite  numbers  of  very  ufeful  and  fit  hands 
o  ferve  on  board  his  Majef^'s  (hips,  had  unavoidably  been 
iifcharged  repeatedly ;  the  prefent  bill  would  put  a  flop  to  ail 
hefe  cheats  and  delufions ;  at  the  fame  time  it  would  not  put 
eal  apprentices  under  eighteen,  in  a  ftace  of  leis  fafety  than 
lefbre,  becaufe  no  feamcn  would  be  taken  on  board  King's 
hips  but  fuch  as  were  really  fit  for  the  fervice,  and  furely 
very  one  of  their  Lordfbips  would  agree,  that  fuch  ought  to 
»e  taken,  while  any  fuch  were  wanted.  After  anfwering 
ither  matters  fhrown  out  by  different  Lords,  the  Earl  con* 
luded  his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  as  to  the  number  of  men 
btained  in  confequence  of  the  late  exertions,  to  fan<Eti fy  which 
ie  bill  was  brought  in,  it  was  impoilible  for  him  to  fay  what 
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Ae  tnmiber  was  -,  be  did  not  know,  nor  did  any  peHbn  know. 
It  couid  not  be  known  for  a  month  at  leaft,  becMfe  tbe  (me 
tmwiwrck  ware  now  under  operatioii  at  BriAoI,  Ltvvrpool, 
Ncwoaftle,  Hull,  Portfinouds  and  Pljmoitth^  and  in  ercf^ 
pent  of  England,  Iicland,  and  Scodaad ;  'tdl  the  f^taim 
tiRrtfbae' wera  fuUy  oade^  k  wai  impofiUe  to  ftacc  the  auMMuu 
•f  the  whok. 
tuloi  £arl  of  Sb$lkami  enteied  tnao  n  nfaMte  difeufiea  of  Hi 

^^^^"'^^  tendency,  which  he  divided  into  two  beads  of  argnnent,  the 
one  che  regard  the  bill  had  to  the  paft^  the  other  ita  Tiew  to 
the  future.  Has  Lordfliip  alfo  took  a  review  of  the  railica 
bill,  and  the  i^ood  and  ill  confeqnenoes  of  that  meafiire,  wfakk 
he  apetogised  for  fpeaking  to  out  of  order,  bj  declanng  thtt 
be  was  fo  tirrd  and  difordered  the  preceding  evening,  £tt  he 
oould  not  then  ftay  to  fpeak  to  it,  and  probablj  that  wduU  be 
die  hft  opportunity  be  fliottid  have  of  giving  hit  opinion  to 
Iheir  Lordihips  on  any  public  matter  that  feffion.  He  to* 
prehendcd  the  prefent  biil  in  very  fevere  terms,  and  attacked 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  originally  prodoccd  to  Par- 
liament, declaring  that  It  was  fmnn^  into  the  Hoirfe  hj  a 
kw  officer  of  the  crown  at  midnight,  and  that  frooB  that  cir- 
cumftance  alone  he  was  led  to  fufped  that  its  purpofe  wai 
fttdi  as  dared  not  to  be  avowed  in  open  day,  and  coold  not  be 
mainiained  with  fair  argument.  He  pointed  out  the  want  dt 
evidence  to  prove  the  fads  on  which  the  pfefent  bill  wai 
founded,  and  drew  a  comparifiMKbetwcen  the  oieaAuv  itfelf, 
and  that  of  the  indemnity  bill,  which  psffed  refpeAing  the 
embargo  laid  on  the  exportation  of  corn,  while  lie  was  m 
office.  He  paid  the  late  Lord  Nortbington  very  high  c«mipli- 
merts  on  bis  condud,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
noblr  Lord  had  been  particularly  fevete  upon  him,  and  had 
thrown  many  obftacles  in  his  way.  With  regard  to  the  Bsili- 
tia  bill,  he  faid,  it  was  neceflar^  to  declare,  that  tkefe  were 
oot  times  in  whicit  loyalty  was  pre-eminent,  that  the  King's 
name  had  not  that  effed  upon  men*s  minds  which  it  ought  at 
all  times  to  have,  and  which  it  ever  would  have,  if  miniftefs 
had  not  proftituted  it  in  the  bafcft  manner  as  a  cover  to  their 
weak  and  wicked  meafures,  till,  though  it  was  a  bard  and  a 
rude  thing  ro  fay,  it  was  aimoft  become  odious*  Hb  Lord* 
fliip  was  rather  paradoxical,  declaring  that  if  Sir  Charles 
Hardv  was  fuccefsful,  it  would  be  difadvantageeus  to  this 
country,  becaufe  it  would  fet  France  at  work,  and  oMige  her 
to  make  new  exerttoos^  which  would  render  it  necefery  for 
Grear* Britain  to  make  freih  exertions  likewife.  He  repie- 
hended  what  he  called  the  Tory  doftrines  of  the  day,  and  Aid, 
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-that  the  Tory  ft^ndard  mntt  be  lowered^  tnd  a  Whig  fttndar4 
piuft  be  fet  upt  if  this  country  hoped  for  better. fuccefs  than 
bad  lately  diftinguifiied  it.  After  a  variety  of  very  pointed 
f^rcafiQS  at  adminiftration,  his  Lordihip  concluded  with  de^ 
ciaringa  that  he  would  not  vote  either  one  way  or  another^  oe^ 
fpeding  the  bill  then  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  he  faw  gicat 
diScuhies  on  both  fides  the  qtieftion. 

Lord  Chancellor  anfwered.  His  Lordihip  firft  laid  down  Lord  Ci&«ii* 
his  argument  of  the  preceding  evening,  viz.  that  the  aAs  ««^*  . 
which  were  mentioned  in  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  the  ope« 
ration  of  which  the  bill  went  to  fufpend,  were  ads  pafied  for 
the  fake  of  public  convenience  and  public  emolument,  with- 
out making  (he  benefit  of  fuch  individuals  as  were  peculiarly, 
adverted  to  in  them,  the  ground  of  paffing  them,  that  confe* 
quently  whenever  a  greater  degree  of  public  emolument  and 
public  convenience  rendered  it  necefiary^  Parliament  had  no 
tie  whatever  to  prevent  their  repealing  them  altogether,  or- 
fufpending  their  operation  pr§  tempon.  His  Lordfliip  divided 
his  anfwer  to  what  Lord  bhelbure  had  faid  immediately  re- 
fpefhng  the  bill,  into  three  replies,  to  three  points,  which  he 
confidered  one  after  another.  He  complained  alfo  of  the  hard 
words  which  the  Earl  had  ufed  refpeding  the  pafTage  of  the 
bill  through  the  other  Houfe,  and  denied  it  had  been  fmuggled 
through  it.  He  faid  another  debate  prevented  its  being  fpoke 
of  fooner  than  twelve  at  night,  and  therefore  it  was  introduced 
at  that  late  hour,  but  in  every  other  refpeA  it  went  its  regular 
ftages,  with  the  ufual  deliberation.  In  their  Lordihips'  Houfe 
alfo  it  had  been  as  fully  debated  as  the  fubje£l  could  poffibly 
require.  He  declared  that  it  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a 
bill  of  indemnity.  That  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty  had  put  himfelf  in  danger  of  legal  profecution  by 
violating  the  letter  of  the  law,  in  order,  in  a  crifis  of  great 
public  danger,  to  do  his  country  moft  eflential  fervice ;  that  he 
now  came  to  Parliament  confeffing  his  breach  of  the  law,  fta« 
ting  why  be  bfoke  it,  and  deilring  tp  be  indemnified.  Their 
Lordihips  had  too  much  difcernment  not  to  fee  the  ftrong 
claims  to  their  protedion  urged  by  the  firft  Lord  of  the  ad* 
nairalty,  and  too'  mucb  juftice  to  withold  that  protection ;  the 
prefent  bilf^  if  pafled  Into  a  law,  would  acquit  them  of  theif 
obligation,  and  every  way  fatisfy  the  miniflcr,  to  whofe  ex* 
ertioo  every  thing  was  due,  that  was  now  defired. 

Earl  of  SbMurtu  denied  that  the  prefent  was  an  indemnity  Carl  ol 
bill,  or  that  there  was  one  word  refpe£ling  indemnity,  or  the  Sbei^utm^ 
l^reach  of  the  law  committed  by  the  noble  £arl«  in  it^ 

Lord  F0rti/iui  fpoke  againft  the  bilU  Lord  r^r^ 

I  Puke,,ja</. 
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Dakc  of  Riehmonci  and  Earl  of  Brijid  were  up  fcvcnl 
times,  and  offered  in  the  name  of  oppolition,  if' the  bill  were 
altered  as  they  defircd,  to  agree  tp  it  unanimoufly,  and  like- 
wife  to  agree  to  an  indemnity  bill,  couched  in  the  moft  libe- 
ral tcrttis  of  the  fir'ft  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  immediately, 
and  to  pafs  it  with  all  poffible  expedition.  Earl  of  Briftol 
again  called  on  Earl  Sandwich  to  ftate  the  number  of  ihc 
'men  that  had  been  taken  by  the  laft  prefs. 

Earl  Sandwich  declared  again,  that  he  did  not  know,  and 
Ihould  not  know  thefe  fix  weeks :  his  Lordfhip  exprefled  bis 
iftonifhment,  that  after  he  had  faid  fo  once,  he  Ihould  be  afccoEi 
time  called  upon  to  anfwcr  the  fame  queflion.  With  regard 
to  the  propofal  made  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc,  if  ht 
came  into  it,  he  muft  difcharge  all  the  men  be  had  lately 

Earl  of  Brijlol  offered  to  infert  a  claufe  in  the  indemnity 
bill,  empowering  the  noble  Earl  to  keep  all  the  men  he  hai 
obtained. 

Earl  of  Shdburm  backed  this  offer,  and  ui^ed  it  wannly. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond d\d  not  approve  of  it ;  his  Grace  was 
for  letting  the  men  go  as  unjuftly  feized,  and  then  taking  them 
again  under  the  new  a£V.  He  faid  he  Ihould  move  %o  re-com« 
mit  the  bill,  as  foon  as  the  prefent  queflion  was  difpofed  of. 

The  Lord  Chcwcciior  thjcn  put  the  queftion  on  Lord  Sand* 
wicli's  amendment  wh'ch  was  carried  without  a  dividon. 

His  Lordfhip  next  put  ihc  queftion  on  the  Duke's  motion 
to  re-commit  the  bill.  ■  The  Houfc  divided  ;  contents,  24; 
ni^t  contents,  5c. 

Hi^  Grace  aitcrwards' propofcd  an  amendment  by  way  of 
a  frcih  claufe,  that  all  proteftionsin  future  fhould  be  granted 
without  tec  or  reward.  The  Houfe  again  divided;  coa- 
tcnrs,  23;  not-conlcnts,  48. 

The  qucilion  was  afrcwards  put,  that  the  bill  thus  amend- 
ed do  now  pais;  contents,  51  \  not-contents,  ao. 

PROTESTS. 


Die  Afariisy  29**  Junij,  177^* 
*^  The  1)111  for  the  more  effeftually  manning  the  navy  was 
read  a  third  time.  Then  an  amendment  being  propofcd  to 
be  made  thereto  ;  the  fame  was  objcfted  to  after  a  ion:: 
Jebare.  Ilie  qucflion  was  put  thereupon.  Re(blvcd  la 
ihs  a;iiimacive.     Thea  it  WuS  moved  to  re-commit  the? 
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bii).     The  meftion  was  put  th^reupoo.    Revived  m  9h^ 
negative.    Contents  24 )  ootHConteots  jo*''    . 

.  DiffcHiient^ 
Bccaufe  the  re-commitment  of  this  bin,  which  wgs  nH>y«d> 
but  which  the  Hoafe  has  thmghl  proper  ip  i^g^tive^  9^ 
peared  to  us  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  ifi|rodu{t:^4llf 
ioch  alterations  a^m^ht,  we  h^pe,  h»ve  ^^bleei  lb^P{<>ure 
to  concur  xmanimouSy  in  the  fufpenfiop  0$  ^(b  ^^  ^ 
Parliament  which  ftand  in  the  way  of  the  eiUf^QftiiiasMry  fnpr 
ply  of  mea  wanted  for  equipping  the  f^et  99  (h^  pre£p|ic 
emergency  ;  an  unanimity  at  this  time  is.  ctflMniy  (k^»bk^ 
which  we  have  (hewn  our  readinefs  to  pipdaao^  py  f^f^rii^ 
to  acquieice  in  meafures  of  cojifider^ble  handlbip  aip((  9ppv«& 
fion»  6n  accoant  of  the  depiorahle  fitimli^i^  10  whifch  <h^ 
country  is  icduced  ;  althou^  ^t  iituation>  hi  f4r  Irosi  hm% 
imputable  to  us,  is  to  be  afcribcd  folely  to  that  obfti»f(t»  wi^ 
hcreaoo  tbf  a.  fyfUm,  of  which  w<i  hftYe  donftofttly  fer^fold 
the  cpnAraaences  we  now  fe  uahappiiy  esiperieiiof . 
'  We  wxmed  in  the  conmiitt ee  n^  tO'  h^ve  ftifieved  the  '^^ 
^  the  cqmnencement  of  tbbbiU  to  remaii!,  as  it  ikHt  ftand^ 
the  fixteenth  of  the  prefent  month,  a  perkui  anl«6«deiH  ^ 
foarteieo  days  to  the  palling  ^  this  bill,  whereby  it  has  a  re- 
trofjpefibrre  operation,  and  booomes  zncx  p^fi  fa£k  Uw»  com 
trary  to  every  principle  of  jufticc,  contrary  topurli^memiary 
faith,  and- contrary  to  true  policy* 

We  wiflned  to  have  accompanied  this  alteration  in  tfaf 
committee  with  an  aft  of  indemnity  for  the  avowed  breach 
ef  the  laws  now  in  being  ;  we  offered  to  conient  to  this  in-« 
demnity  in  the  fnlleft  manner  that  could  be  wilhed,  akhongb 
theprodfs  we  repeatedly  cabled  for,  of  the  extent  of  thel>c-« 
nefit,  were  refuled ;  proofs  which  we  did  not  vcquive  to  be 
atteiided  widi  that  degree  of  ftri&nefs  which  coold  render  kt 
difficult topToduce them ;  proofs,  which  in  common  cai'es^ 
from  an  eflential  part  of  the  grouiids  on  which  the  infradov 
of  law  is  to  be  faved  harmlda^  but  whidi,  in  the  predent  in^ 
fiance,  we  would  have  difpenfed  with  in  favour  of  the  in* 
tcatjon* 

We  wiihy  by  no  means^  to  difoourage  future  minifters 
from  extraovdinary  exertions,  when  warranted  by  ifufficienD 
neceflity  ;  but  we  think  it  due  to  the  dignity  of  rarliament,. 
as  weH  as  to  the  j^fety  of  the  conftitution^  on  all  occaiioos^ 
but  more  efpecially  where  the  parliamentary  faith  has  l^enr 
£>  deeply  j^Iedgedj  to  give. to  a%  of  indemnity  all  poffibitt 
Vou  XIL  C  c  *c  c  folcmnity. 
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(oleniaity,  tkat  thev  may  never  come  to  be  confidered  as  afib 
ef  right  but  as  aas  of  tht  laft  oeceffity  ;  recognizing  upon 
the  face  of  them  the  force  of  the  law^  and  ftating,  as  far  as 
the  occasion  will  admit,  the  necelficy  of  the  violation,  A 
precedent  in  point  ftands  in  the  ftatute  book,  7  Geo.  TIL 
chap.  7.  and  we  can  fee  no  reaibn  why  it  has  not  been  pre* 
ct&ly  followed. 

In  direft  oppofition  to  this  precedent,  the  prefent  bill  does 
not  in  the  title,  preamble,  or  in  any  part,  direAly  mark  its 
intermediate  ofajed  ;  it  no  where  diredly  recognizes  the  po- 
wet*  of  the  la^ ;  it  nowhere  ftates  the  neceffity,  nor  the  ob- 
tainable advantage,  which  can  alone  juftify  the  proceeding ; 
both  the  'Violation  itfelf  and  the  indemnity  it  is  to  obtain, 
come  only  incidentally  and  indireAly  under  the  laft  claule. 
It  has  been  hurried  through  Parliament  in  a  moft  uncommon 
manner,  and  eftablifiies  a  new,  dangerous  and  moft  alarming 
precedent. 

Such  an  %&  of  indemnity  as  was  propofed,  would  have  pre- 
served the  principle  that  laws  are  (acred,  that  nothing  left 
than  the  legiflative  power  itfelf  can  proteft  thofe  who  in- 
fringe them,'  and  that  fuch  prote&ion  is  given  oidy  in  cafes 
of  extreme  neceffity. 

The  objeAion  that  a  great  fervice  already  obtained  by  the 
number  of  men  imprefled  iince  the  i6th  of  this  month,  would 
be  loft  by  their  being  to  be  diicharged,  if  the  aft  had  no  re- 
trofpeA  to  the  time  when  they  were  feized,  by  no  means  ap^ 
plies  to  the  queftion  of  re-commitment  which  the  Houic  has 
rejefted.  It  appeared  in  debate,. that  of  the  number  of  men 
preiTed  on  this  occasion,  and  which  has  not  even  been  com- 
puted to  be  very  coniiderable,  by  far  the  greater  pan  had 
only  admiralty  protedions,  and  were  not  prote^eid  by  the 
aAs  now  propoied  to  be  fufpended.  And  it  was  by  no  means 
impoffible  but  that  fuch  bounties  or  encouragements  might 
have  been  fuggefted  in  the  committee,  as  would  have  induced 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had  the  faith  of  Parliament 
for  their  fecurity,  to  enter  voluntarily  into  the  lervice  at  this 
critical  conjunAure. 

Every  good  purpofe  therefore  of  this  bill  might  have  been 
pbtained,  and  probably  a  general  concurrence  in  its  (upport 
produced  by  limply  acquiefcing  in  a  proper  fecurity  for  the 
obfervance  of  law. 

But  when  we  fee  this  propoial  refufed,  when  we  ice  that 
part  of  the  preamble  pertinacioufly  adhered  to,  which  aims 
at  cftabliihing,  as  a  general  principle^  that  \vhatever  may  be 

deemed 


Digitrzed  by 


Google 


A.  1779-  DEBATES.  563 

deemed  an  arduous  and  difficult  conjunSbirey  makes  itequal- 
ly  juft  and  expedient  to  infringe  la^,  when  we  fee  a  propofcd 
amendment  for  confining  that  reafoning  to  the  cafe  which 
gives  rife  to  the  meafure,  namely,  the  prefcnt  conjunauxc 
rcjcfted,  we  cannot  but  fee  with  a  jealous  eye  this  and  every 
opportunity  taken  of  eftablilhing  fome  doftrine  fubverfive  of 
liberty  and  our  happy  free  conftitution. 

At  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when  miniftersavow  their  juft  feara 
of  foreign  invafion,  which  their  mifcondua  has  invited,  to 
create  frcfli  jealoufics  in  refpeft  to  that  liberty  which  is  aloQC 
worth  contending  for,  which  is  the  bcft  fupport  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  crown,  and  the  fureft  foundation  of  that  true  affeftion 
of  his  people  on  which  his  Majcfty  can  alone  rely  for  effec- 
tual and  general  rcfiftancc  to  a  foreign  yoke,  is  a  degree  of 
infatuation  we  cannot  comprehend  ! 

Anc  ASTER  and  Kest£-    Wycombe, 
vEN,  Manchester, 

Richmond,  Rockingham, 

ScARBOllOUGH,  FlTZWlLLIAM, 

Abergavenny,  CholmondelxY,     , 

FoRTEscuE,  Bolton^ 

De  Ferrars,  Effingham, 
Portland, 

Then  the  oueftion  was  put,  whether  this  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  mall  pafs  ?     Contents  51  ;  not  contents  20. 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative, 

Dijpntient^ 

Becaufe  the  acquiefcepce  of  the  country  in  the  mode  of 
imprcffing  feamen  (tolerated  only  becaufe  the  neceffity  of  the 
meafure  is  alledged  by  perfons  of  great  experience  in  naval 
matters,  and  hithierto  is  not  difprovcd)  has  been  by  pofitive 
afts  of  the  Icgiflature  interpreted  and  determined,  with  re- 
fpeA  to  the  feveral  perfons,  objects  of  this  bill,  who  have 
therefore  not  only  all  the  rights  of  this  kingdom,  in  common 
with  their  fellow  fubjefts,  but  the  fecurity  of  efpedial  afts  of 
Parliament,  made  exprefsly  to  check  and  curb  that  acquief- 
cence  with*  relpcft  to  ihem.^ 

2dly,  Becaufe  the  proteftion  given  by  fuch  afts,  ia  con-, 
fidence  of  which  thefe  perfot!s  have  engaged  in  their  refpec- 
tive  occupations,  has,  m  my  opinion,  the  nature  of  a  con - 
traft,  and  is,  by  every  rule  of  equity,  indiffoluble,  except  by 
the  voluntary  confent  of  the  jparties,  or  upon  a  coirp^nfa- 
C  c  c  c  a  tiou 
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lion  fatisCadory  tOy  and  accepted  by  tbeniy  or  in  cxdpcnft  ac- 
cdfity,  OD  the  tender  of  fuch  advantages  as  the  wifgom  of 
the  legiflature  Ihould  dired,  and  its  juftice  ihould  make  a 
complete,  adequate,  and  ample  eqmvalent  for  fach  an  in- 
fringement of  their  rights. 

jdly,  Becaufe  at  the  very  time  proteftions  that  hdd  out 
by  Parliament  to  certain  perfons,  as  invitations  and  encau<* 
f  agcmen^s  to  Undertake  certain  fer vices,  were  boldly  violated; 
the  cuftomiary  exemptions  of  certain  watermen,  liccnfcd  by 
tiie  members  of  this  Houfe,  unauthorized  (as  I  conceive)  by 
any  law,  and  unknown  to  any  court,  though  dated  ia  the 
Honfe  by  the  fame  noble  Lord  who  has  infringed  thefe  pro- 
tcftions,  to  be  conftruftivcly  difclaimed  by  a  vote  of  tlm 
Houle,  were  yet  declared  by  him  to  be,  from  deference  and 
refpefV,  held  lacred. 

4thly,  Becaufe  the  bill,  fo  far  as  it  is  an  aft  of  indemnity, 
is  inconlboant  with  reafon,  contradifted  by  precedent,  and 
dangerous  in  prafticc. 

Firft^  with  refpcft  to  the  perfons  to  be  indemnified,  as  it 
dpcs  not  contain  an  honed  avowal  of  the  traoigreffion ;  as  it 
•  docs  not  ftake  the  mlniiler  to  an  intentional  vic^ation  of  tlie 

law  for  the  public  good,  to  he  fubfcqucntly  approved  and 
juftiricd  on  ihat  ground  by  a  public  indemnity,  but  contents 
it!tlf  with  the  abat^puK-nt  of  fuits  and  aftions, 
.  /\nd  tccOndly  and  clnefly,  with  re  fpeft  to  the  confiitutior; 
of  ria'  kingdom,  to  vvl  jch  it  offers  no  faiisfaftion  for  the  vi- 
olation of  the  law;  as  it  acknowledges  only  by  conftruftioa 
and  icfcrtncc  to  dates,  tliat  it  has  been  violated,  as  It  attempts 
to  confound  the  juft  ideas  of  profpeftive  legiflation  by  au- 
rborl/ing  ameafure  from  a  day  which  has  already  long 
elapied,  and  as  it  totally  omits  to  ftatc  not  only  that  the  ef- 
fect hab  been  adequate  to  the  mcafure,  and  that  therefore  the 
iDcafurc  i.s  iixlutary,  and  tliat  it  has  had  any  effcd  whatever, 

RAONoa., 
For  the  firil  and  fourth  rcafons, 

PORTLAKD,.       De  FtRRARS. 

ABhkGAVENNY, 

III  cnyrmiittci  on  the  bill  to  augment  the  militia. 
r*iK-of       -  Duke  of  Grajion  threw  out  i'ome  general  ideas  as  to  the 
Cr.i/::^,      bcft  mode  of  entering  upon  the  bufinei'^,  propofing  todifcufs 
ti:c  clanlc  refpc<5ling  volujity-er  companies  firft,  and  to  poft- 
gouc  ikc  i'cfi  for  candid  d;KulIioa  afrci  wards* 

Duke 
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Dak€  of  MMchiJkr  thought  that  thb  datift  rerpefiiii^  the  Duke  of 
volunteer  companies  might  materially  depend  on  the  iate  oiJ^ncbtfitr^ 
he  da^ifes  which  preceded  it ;  he  therefore  fubmitted  it  to 
:he  confideration  of  their  Lordfhips,  .whether  it  would  iM 
>e  ad  viieaUe  to  begin  the  bill,  and  proceed  regulaii  j  thrdttgh 
t9  feveral  clauies. 

Earl  Gmer  &id>  be  was  wiUk^  to  come  into  any  mode  of  EarlG^wn^ 
)rocceding  with  the  debate  that  their  Lordfhips  mould  beft 
ipprove.  He  would,  however,  at  that  early  Ibge  of  the 
>unnefs,  inform  their  Lopdfhips  of  a  matter  that  had  fug-^ 
refted  idelf  to  his  mind,  and  which  poifibly  mi^t  be  im^ 
>roved  upon,  and  engrafted  on  the  prefent  oill ;  he  begged^ 
teverthelefs,  that  diey  would  confider  what  he  was  going  to 
ay  ss  a  erode  idea  of  bis  own,  as  a  Peer  of  Parliament,  and 
tot  as  wf  meafure  propoled  by  him  minifterially.  At  the 
ame  time  he  de£red  to  have  it  underftood  that  he  was  not 
/edded  to%is  idea,  nor  fo  much  attached  to  it,  but  he  would 
eadily  forego  it,  if  he  found  that  the  majority  of  their 
^ordlhtps  thought  differently,  or  come  into  any  modification 
\i  it,  which  according  to  the  opinion  of  more  experienced 
ind  abler  Lords  than  he  was,  ihould  appear  proper.  What 
le  alluded  to  was  this  ;  that  as  it  has  appeared  from  the  va«» 
ious  arguments  urged  refpe£ting  the  prefent  bill,  efpecially 
rora  fcveral  that  fell  from  the  noble  Duke  oppofite  to  him 
Duke  of  Grafton]  on  Monday,  that  the  ballotting  for  an 
ugnaeotation  of  the  militia  would  be  in  Ibme  degree  an  im* 
»ra£licable,  and  at  all  events  an  unpleafant  meafure  to  the 
ountry,  and  as  it  would  evidently  clalh  with  other  fervices^  , 

le  propofed  to  afford  the  fpirit  of  the  refpeftive  counties  fair 
»lay,  and  make  it  an  optional  matter  whether  they  would 
aifb  one  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  men  to  be  incor- 
porated in  the  regulars,  or  be  obliged  to  ballot  for  militia, 
rhis^  he  thought,  would  remove  the  unpleafant  idea  of  its 
«ing  a  compulfory  bill,  and  would  give  the  country  what  it 
^aated,  an  immediate  and  effeftive  force.  He  added,  by 
ray  of  explanation,  that  he  meant  that  fuch  counties  as 
greed  to  faife  the  number  of  men  he  had  flated,  fhould  be 
eld  to  \»fuHiius  officio  refpefting  the  prefent  bill,  and  that 
bey  ihould  not  be  called  upon  to  ballot  for  any  additional 
lihtia. 

Earl  of  Coventry  objefted  to  this  propoCtion,  as  being  only  Earl  of 
change  of  die  mode  of  compulfion,  and  not  a  removal  oiCu^entrf, 
ompuilion  altogether.     He  faid,  if  the  bill  authorized  the 
filing  counties,  '*  if  you  don'r  raitc  fo  many  regulars,  you 

muft 
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muft  ballot  for  mtlitta,'*  it  was  certaialy  a  compalfeiy  biC; 

and,  he  contended,  that  at  this  moment,  all  was  to  be  hoped 

for  from  the  zeal  and  voluntary  fpirit  of  the  people,  bot  oo- 

thing  from  compulfion. 

Dokt  of         £hike  of  JRicbtBond  oompllmented  Earl  Gower  00  the  vm 

MkbmoMd.    candid  and  handfome  manner  in  which  he  had  fuggcftcd  ha 

,        ideas  to  the  committee ;  he  feared,  however,  that  tfaofc  ideas, 

though  plauiible,  would,  if  examined  a  little,  tarn  out  im- 

prafticable.    If  the  counties  were  expe£led  to  raiie  men,  ir 

would  necciTarilv  be  ibme  one  private  country^  gentlenun,  c: 

mor«,  who  would  be  called  upon  to  fet  about  getdng  mec. 

Suj^fins  that  the  gentlemen  fo  applied  to,  ihould,  for  rea- 

fons  of  their  own  ^eafe,  from  a  confeioufne&  of  their  want  ci 

intcreft,  or  from  fome  other  claufe,  decline  the  propofidos, 

and  fay,  *^  I  wifh  fhe  fervtce  well,  and  I  wilh  my  country 

well,  but  it  does  not  fuit  me  to  raife  tnen."     "What  tten  - 

The  bill  would  ^e  no  compulf9fy  ?owct  reQ>eAing  the  pr:- 

vate  gentlemen  lo  refufing ;  but  the  county  generally  wcjI: 

be  called  upon  to  ballot,  and  thofe  private  gentlemen  wodJ 

be  no  more  afie£ted  than  any  other  individual.     If  thercfoct 

the  noble  Earfs  proportion  were  acceded  to,  it  wonld  hn^ 

.    an  appearance  of  being  compulfory,  when  in  reality  it  ga^ 

no  compulfory  power  where  the  compulfion  could  be  expedtj 

to  produce  efFeft.     His  Grace  bavii^  diicufled  this  poim. 

went  into  a  general  view  of  the  bill,  and  hinted  at  a  variet 

of  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  for  die  defence  of  the  kiog- 

dom.     He  faid^  he  never  had  it  in  idea  that  it  woul^  be  po:  I 

iible  to  raife  and  embody  a  new  militia  that  would  be  fit  fci 

fcrvice  this  fummer,  he  knew  it  was  impoffible ;  but  he  h:  I 

thought  that  men  might  be  ballotted  for,  and  without  beir.j 

cnab^ied,  kept  in  their  refpcftive  counties  ready  to  be  calkJ 

upon  whenever  an  enemy  really  landed.     They  might,  ri 

faid,  in  fuch  a  ficuation^- be  rendered  amazingly  ufefulin  cr\ 

of  an  invafion ;  niudi  more  fo  indeed  than  any  other  icj 

diers,  even  than  any  other  militia,  and  for  this^reafon  :  theri 

was  a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  a  defcnfive  war  ;  eza&  returl 

lliould  be  made  of  all  the  forage,  teams,  horfes,  cattle,  aoJ 

ihcep,  in  each  of  the  coaft  counties,  and  the  roads  Ihoald  ri 

broke  up.     This  country  at  prefent  was,   as  it  were,  ovcr^ 

run  with  the  fineft  roads  in  the  world  for  the  conveyance  cl 

artillery  from  one  place  to  another.      In  breaking   op  -| 

roads  there  was  rcquifitc  ibme  judgment,  or  more  harm  th:d 

good  might  enfue.     The  militia  of  a  county  would  be  ar^ 

to  execute  this  judgment  in  their  own  country  ;  they  wou  I 

knci 
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know  what  roads  for  the  fake  of  the  coaiiQuoication  with  out 
army  it  was  neceflary  to  leave  untouched,  and  would  coo- 
fine  the  breaking  them  up  only  to  fuch  general  high  reads  as 
led  from  the  coaft  to  capital  towns.  They  alio  being  headed 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  who  knew  the  fanners^ 
would  be  kept  from  that  plunder,  and  that  rapine,  which  it 
was  fo  difficult  to  reftraia  an  army  frcun.  The  militia  might 
alfo  in  their  own  counties'  ai&ft  materially  in  other  refpeas. 
They  were  the  fitteft  men  in  the  world  tc^drive  the  country  ; 
and  in  order  that  fuch  a  meafure  mighi:  be  properly  executed^ 
it  was  highly  neceflary  that  a  fit  puKie  ihould  be  pitched  on 
as  a  dipot  for  the  cattle,  &c.  &c«  His  Grace  faid,  he  was 
aware  that  the  obtaining,  the  returns  of  the  live  ftock,  &c.  of 
the  farmers  would  be  a  difficult  matter,  but  it  was  a  matter 
that  muft  be  done ;  ,and  if  an  invafion  was  really  to  be 
dreaded,  it  was  high  time  that  it  was  fet  about.  After 
more  military  advice,  his  Grace  concluded  with  wifhing 
that  a  militia  of  the  kind  b^  had  mentioned  was  railed. 

Duke  of  MambeJUr  faid,  every  thing  which  fell  from  the  Duke  of 
noble  Duke  was  attended  to  with,  fp  ipuch  eagemefs,  and  ^«^^^* 
defer vedly  had  fuch  wei^t,  owing  to  the  importance  of  it, 
that  he  owned  he  had  heard  him  fpeak  with  fome  pain. 
His  Grace  declared,  that  this  country  feemed  at  prefent  to  be 
military  mad ;  that  the  cockade,  the  glitter  of  the  army,  or 
fomethmg  or  other  about  it,  had  ieized  on  the  minds  of  all, 
and  every  rank  of  men  was  turning  foldiers.  What  the  no* 
ble  Duke  had  faid,  was,  he  did  not  doubt,  exceedingly  prd>^ 
per  to  be  done  when  occafion  really  required  it,  when  an  ene- 
my was  in  the  country,  but  he  hoped  that  military  difci- 
pline  and  martial  lavr  would  not  prevail  univerfally  till  the 
courts  of  juflice  were  Ihut  up,  and  it  could  not  be  avoided. 
The  noble  Duke's  advice  of  breaking  up  roads,  and  driving 
the  country,  were  exerciies  of  martial  law,  that  went  mate- 
rially to  affijft  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  fubjeft.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  they  would  not  be  attempted  till  the  mo- 
ment of  invaiion,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  nothing  but 
the  laft  extremity  could  juflify  them. 

Duke  of  Rictmondy  in  explanation,  declared,  be  fhould  be  Duke  of 
the  lafl  man  living  to  do  any  thing  that  affeftcd  the  liberty  ^''^««k^- 
of  the  fubjeft.     What  he  had  advil'ed  was  exceedingly  necc^. 
fary  if  an  invafion  did  take  place  ;  and  numbering  the  teams, 
cattle,  horfes,  &c.  of  the  farmers,  furely  was  no  opprefHon. 
That  ipijjht  be  done,  and  ought  to  be  done  immediately. 
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As  to  the  teams,  it  was  a  very  eafy  thing  to  g^t  at  their 
naoiber  ;  the  highway  bills  would  (hew  it  at  once,  and  upoa 
an  enquiry  being  inftituted  in  each  county,  the  Domber  cf 
cattle,  &c.  might  be  aicertained.  His  Grace,  however,  parti- 
colafly  recofuinended  aa^uracy  in  the  returns,  ^erwife  they 
Would  rather  perplex  than  inform,  and  would  breed  endiets 
^onfuiion.      His  Grace  concluded  widi  laying,  that  if  an 
iavafion  was  fb  near,  it  was  right  for  every  oiiaD  to  bear 
arms  i  and  therefore  the  more  military  mad  the  people  were 
the  better.     Our  oavy  w^s  confefiedly  inferior  to  that  of  the 
vmted  navy  of  the  hooie  of  Bourb6il,^g«eaCiy  inferior.     We 
had  nothing  but  the  army  to  depend  on,  in  cafe  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  was  beat,  and  it  behoved  almoft  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  to  become  a  foldier. 
Marquis  of      M^q\ti»of  RockingbofH  faid,  he  thought  ^t  (afar  frAm 
^Kkingbam.  jj^  formers  bekig  diipfeafed   at  their  cattle,  learns,  6tt.  *tc. 
l}eing  numbered,  they  would  be  glad  of  the  cifcunaftancc, 
because  it  would  fiitisfy  them  of  the  atten^on  of  govern* 
•    ''ment,  and  give  them  lx>  tinderftand  that  if  Aey  fuffisred  any 
tofi  from  the  etiemy,  the  publk  wo^d  bear  theih  hamriefs. 
Duice  of        Duke  of  Grafio»  rcproibated  every  part  of  the  aft,  ex- 
Craftcn,     ccpting  the  claufe  rrfative  to  the  volunteer  compmes.     Hi? 
Grace  faid,  lie  had  turned  it  in  his  mind,  that  every  man  vrho 
held  a  place  under  government  ought  to  find  one  or  more 
men,"  according  to  the  quantum  of- his  income.     The  man 
of  one  huudred  a  year  ihould  he  put  to  no  expence,    he 
Ittould  only  have  the  trouble  of  finding  a  man,  and  be   al- 
hvweJ  the  levy-money.     That  the  man  of  two  hundred  a 
'    year  flioutd  find  two  men,  and  ft>  on.     This  would  raife  a 
^reat  number  of  mfcn,  and   be  thought  the  country  had  a 
right  to  expert  it  of  thofc  in  oflSce.- 
T»»]  nf  Earl  of  Ccz'cfttry  objteftcd  to  the  compulfory  part  of  tie 

Cnifj:?y,  j^jj.^  ^^^  produced  a  paper  contarning  propoiitioas  for  with- 
dj;>vv-iBg  our  army  from  America,  and  concluding  a  ico 
rears  truce  with  that  ^ontry.  They  were  the  fame  as 
thoie  prodoced-  and  tn^mxi  in  the  other  Houfe  by  Mr. 
Hariity.  His  Lord fhip  Aid,  he  was  authorized  to  <^)arr, 
from  The  information  of  the  principal  men  in  America,  tkat 
the  propofitions  he  hard  read  would  be  acceded  to  aciols  the 
Ariantic. 
Lord  a#i».  L^^^j  Chancellor  defended  the  bill  as  it  then  ftood,  and 
nfted  his  arj^ument  chiefly  on  its  being  a  fpecific propofition, 
ior  the  cfl'ling  out  a  forge  body  bf  forces  fer  Ae  (ok  porpofi 
of  national  dcfeoce,  come  to  unanlmoufly  by  the  other  Houf*, 
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of  t'arliament,  and  fent  up  by  them  to  their  Lofdihips*;  He 
laid  great  ftrefs  On  the  words  **  national  .defence,**  because 
as  the  bill  avowed  no  other  purpofe,  every  argument  that 
had  been  held  refpefting  the  neceffity  of  carrying  on  an 
oFenfive  war  was  foreign  to  the  bill  then  under  confideratioo. 
His  Lordfhip  ftated  the  danger  of  the  prefent  crifis,  and  af- 
ter calling  the  attention  of  the  comnMCtee  to  it  very  clofely, 
afked  if  their  Lordihips  in  fuch  a  moment,  would  fay,  that 
though  the  commons  of  England  were  unanimoufly  of  opi- 
nion that  it  ^as  right  to  ftrengthen  the  executive  part  of  go- 
vernment, and  to  empower  it,  if  neceflary,  to  augment  th^ 
militia  for  the  purpofe  of  national  defence,  that  they  were 
unwilling  to  accept  the  propofition,  and  that  they  denied  af- 
fording what  was  thought  the  moft  fpeedyand  elFedual  means 
of  calling  out  a  force  adequate  to  the  national  defence  i  His 
Lordfhip  (hewed  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a  refufal,  at  fuch  an 
hour,  and  left  it  with  the  feelings  of  the  committee  to  deter- 
mine rerpe<S^ing  the  paffing  of  the  entire  bilK 

Duke  of  Grafton  anfwered  his  Lordfhip,  and  faid^  that  as  Duktdt*, 
the  meafure  was  impracticable  in  itfelf,   topafs  the  bill  would  ^'^P^^ 
be  to  bold  out  a  proof  of  our  own  weaknefs  to  the  enemy, 

Duke  of  Richmond  enteted  into  the  objcdions  to  which  the  Duke  of 
cLufes  empowering  the  King  to  double  the  militia  were  liable,  ^j^^«»'- 
and  flated  them  in  a  manner  unanfwerably  flrong*  His 
G  race  fpoke  particularly  of  the  nature  of  procuring  fubftitutes, 
and  put  the  cafe,  that  fuppofing  the  money  paid  for  fubftjtutes 
fhould  rife  to  more  than  ten  pounds  :  in  that  cafe  he  flated 
that  the  militia  could  not  be  raifed  at  all ;  for  every  man  chofen^. 
would  pay  down  the  penalty  of  lol.  according  to  the  z&  of 
Parliament,  to  be  exempted  from  ferving,  and  as  it  wa«  cufto- 
mary  for  the  poor  to  enter  into  clubs,  and  fubfcribe  their  five 
(hillings  each,  or  fome  fmall  furo,  to  make  up  a  purfe  to  in- 
demnify fuch  of  the  members  as  happened  to  be  ballot ted^ 
the  militia  would  not  be  able  to  get  even  the  poor  man.  His 
Grace  therefore  flrenuoufly  recommended  that  all  the  bill  be 
omitted,  excepting  only  the  claufe  refpe£ling  the  volunteer 
:ocn  panics. 

Lord  Amherji  declared  that  he  thought  the  nation  fo  circunr- 
(lanced  that  it  was  impoflible  for  us  at  this  moment  to  carry  ^>^,  ** 
3n  an  cifenfive  war  with  fuccefs.     That  if  we  had  already 
ten  to  one  more  thanr  the  enenjy,  it  behoved  us  to  get  twenty 
to  one  if  poifible,  for  the  fake  x^i  national  defence. 

Duke  of  Richmond  C2^td  upon  the  noble  Lord  to  give  fome  Dnkeof 
rrguments  to  fupport  his  affertion  ;  becaufe  although  his  word  ^^hmmi^ 
i^as  fuch  as  he  could  depend  upon,  and  his  aflertlons  always 

Vol;  XU.  Dddd  hadl 
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bad  their  flue  weight  with  him,  yet  his  faying  that  he  thoaght 
either  this  way  or  that  way,  Would  not  convince  the  public 
in  general. 
Lord  Am-        L/ord  Amherft  faid  the  late  exertions  to  recruit  the  army  had 
kerfi.  not  proved  fo  fuccefeful  as  formerly,  or  as  he  could  have  wifc- 

cd.     That  wc  muft  have  men  at  any  rate,  and  the  hallotting 
for  them  as  militia  men  was  the  mcft  fpccdy  and  moft  certain 
means  of  obtaining  them,  therefore  he  was  for  the  prefcnt  bill 
as  it  then  ftood. 
Earianytfr.      Earl  Gower  declared  that  what  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  army  had  juft  faid,  convinced  him  that  it  would  be 
highly  imprudent  to  pafs  the  prefent  bill  as  it  then  ftood,  be- 
caufe  the  nrble  Lord's  affcrtion  relative  to  the  failure  of  the 
recruiting  fcrvice,  convinced  him  of  the  great  ftrarcity  of  meo. 
His  Lordfhip  then  explained  more  fully  why  he  had  niade  ihc 
propofition   rcfpeiSting  each  county's  railing  a  itatcd  number 
of  men,  inftcad  of  balloting  militia,  and  faid,  it  arofe  from 
his  hearing  fo  many  ftrong  arguments  to   prove  that  the  mea- 
fure  of  ballottiug  for  mititia  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficolty,  if  not  be  utterly  imprafJicablc.     He  added,  that 
as  fo  many  Lords  were  againft  the  bill,  he  Ibrefaw  the  bad 
confequences  of  their  going  to  their  rcfpeftive  counties,  and 
faying  to  their  neighbours  and  tenants  that  they  difapproved 
of  the  meafure  ;  on  this  account  it  was,  that  he  had  endea- 
voured to  hit  upon  a  middle  way  that  would  be  left  (ri»jedio- 
nable,  and  yet  anfwer  the  exigency  of  the  times.     What 
he  meant  by  his  propofition  was  this  :  the  county  of  StaflFord, 
for  inftance,  raifed  about  000  miKtia  ;  he  fliould  confult  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county   and  try  their  fpirit,  telhng  them 
that  if  they  would  raife  150  men,  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
regulars,  they  ftiould  be  exempt  from  ballotting  for  anymore 
militia.     If  this  plan  were  adopted,  his   Lordfhip  computed 
that  8cco  cffeeltve  men  might  be  iwifed  within  a  month  (for  to 
that  time  he  meant  to  connne  it)  and  might  be  employed   oa 
any  fcrvice  that  the  country  (hould  require. 
Lord  Fer^       Lord  Ferrers  offered   to  join  with  four  other  peers  of  his 
^^*'  county,  in  raifing  xoo  men  each,  provided  they  were  not  to  be 

fent  out  of  the  county,     HisLord(htp  was  warm  on   the  fub- 
je6l  of  his  brother  [Captain  Shirley]  not  being  employed  at 
prefent. 
LordFor/c-       Lord  Firtefcue  recommended  the  paying  a  bounty  of  fi^T 
Jtue.  guineas  a  man  to  all  ftich  militia-men  who  bad  ferved  three 

years,  and  who  would  enlifl:  again, 
l-ord  iVe^        Lord  IVey mouth  owned  he  felt  the  force  of  the  objcdions 
m$Mth.        which  had  been  made  to  the  bill  as  itftood^  aud  feared^  that 
.        -  3  '         ^  the 
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the  militta  coald  not  \^c  raifed,  if  attempted  to  be'filllott^ 
for,  atleaft  not  Without  great  uneafinefs  and  trowBU,  he  was 
therefore  for  confining  the  bill  to  the  volujpteer  companies. 

Lord  Stormont  faid,  as  th^  bill  was  ptBki  unanirnoufly  by  Loni  St»r* 
the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  autborifcd  his  Majcfty  w**** 
to  call  out  9,  large  force  for  the  national  defence,  he  certainly 
fhould  give  ii  his  vote  as  it  then  ftood,  was  he  noi  Convinced 
that  it  would  clafh  with  other  fervices,  apd  fyoififaty  impede 
the  recruiting  of  the  army,  which  was,  in  bis  mind,  an  ob- 
je6lof  thefirft  importance. 

Earl  of  DaHmoatb  faid,  it  was  true  that  difficul^cs  might  BirlD^rt- 
attend  raifmg  a  new  militia,  but  as  the  exigency  of  aflFairs  «»«'*• 
required  it,  and  as  the  other  floufe  of  Parliament  had  unani- 
rnoufly adopted  the  meafure,  he  fhould  give  it  his  fispport. 

Earl  of  Hill/borough  expreflfed  his  fears  that  if  the  bill  were  Ear]  of 
altered,  the  other  Houfe  would  throw  it  out  j  he  fald  the  bill  MWfitrn^k 
did  not  oblige  the  new  militia  to  be  raifcd,   it  only  emyiower^d 
hisMajefty  to  raife  it  if  the  neceffity  of  .afiairs  £boUld  require 
it.     His  Lordihip  fpoke  very  ftrongly  in,  favour  of  the  bill, 
and  faid,  he  ihould  vote  for  it  as  itthen  (bod. 

Duke  of  Biaufort  and  other  Lords  (pfike  likewift  pf$  aiib  oakt  of 
con^  ind  feveral  of  thofc  above-mentioned  were  up  twice  or  Jim/^^ 
thrice  each. 

At  ten  the  Houfe  divided  on  thequeftion^  ^^  that  the  claufe 
empowering  his  Majefty  to  order  the  militia  to  be  au^ented  to 
double  its  prefent  number,"  ftand  part  of  tbe'biJl,  which  was 
carried  in  die  negative.     Contents,  22  ;  notpootents,  39* 

Various  amendments  were  then  propofed  refpeiftirig  the  voi- 
lunteer  ©ompanies,  and  carried*  At  half  aftof  ten  the  com- 
mittee rofe^  ', . 

The  following  is  an  exaft  lift  ofthelaft  divifion,  by  wfiich 
thefcheme  of  bal!otti'ng  for  30,000  militia  nienj   was  thrown 

Duke  of  Gloucelter,  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
Grafton,  Chandos, 

Richmond,  Northumberland, 

Bolton,  Earl  of  Denbieh, 
Dcvonftiire,  Sandwich, 

Ancafter,  Oxford, 

Portland,  Dartmouth, 

Manchefter,  Waldegrave, 

Dorfet.  Alhburnham, 

Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Loudoun, 

Earlof  Pembroke,  Northington, 

Earl 
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Eail  of  Winchelfca^ 
Eflex, 
Abingdon, 
Scarborough^ 
Coventry, 

Cholmondeleji 

Abercorn, 

Ferrers, 

Effingham, 

Harrington, 

GoweV, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Egremont, 

Radnor, 

Chatham, 
Vifcount  Hereford,- 

Weymouth, 

Stormoat, 

Falmouth, 
^rds  Abernveony, 
,      Dc  Ferrars, 

Edgecumbe^ 

Fortefcue, 
.    Ponfonby, 

Walpole, 

Sondes, 

Foley, 


39 


HilKborough. 
Vifcount  Townfbend, 

Dudley. 
Lord$  le  Defpenfer, 

WiUou^byde  Broke, 

Montfort, 

Amherfl, 

Rivers, 

Thurlow, 
pifhops  Worceftcr, 

Lincoln. 


22 


No  more. public  bufinefs. 
On  the  3d  of  July»  thefeffion  was  clofed. 
for  the  King's  fpeecb,  fee  the  end  of  the  Common's  debates. 


INDEX 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX 


TO      THE 


FOURTEENTH    VOLUME. 


ABINGDON,  Earl  of,  fupports 
the  motion   relative  to  the 
commiffioners'  manifeilo  65 

■.  ■  fpeaks  in  the  debate  refped- 

ing  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  288 

oppofes  the  addrefs  to  the 


King  on  the  Spanifh  refcript    joo 

Addrefs  of  the  Lords  to  the  King  on 

his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the 

feffion  47 

■     '        the  King's  anfwer  thereto 

48 
Admimlty  indrudioos  140 

Ailwright,  Capt.  examined  at  the 
bar  refpe£ting  the  management  of 
Greenwich -Hofpital  249 

'.     '  called  to  the  bar  again  on 

the  fame  bufinefs  323 

Anherft,  Lord,  joins  in  the  debate 
on  the  bill  for  augmenting  the  mi- 
litia 569 


B 


Baillie,  Capt.  examined  at  the  bar, 
relative  to  th^  management  of 
Greenwich-Hofpital  167 

r  *  called  again  to  the  bar  and  ex- 
amined on  the  fame  bufinefs    277 


Baillie,  Capt.  called  to  the  bar  at 
other  times,  and  examined  on  va- 
rions  matters,  178,  199,  231,  zj^g^ 
307,  315*  366,  370. 

Ball,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar,  rela- 
tive to  the  management  of  Greea^ 
wich-Hoipital  177 

Barker.  Mr.  examined  concerning 
the  affair  of  Greenwich-Hofpital 

298 

Bathuri^,  EarU  fupports  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  in  the  enquiry  into  the 
management  of  Greenwich-Ho- 
fpital 186 

— -—  confiders  the  evidence  pro- 
duced on  the  above  enquiry  as  of 
no  weight  46  j 

Bearcroft,  Connfellor,  exanrined  at 
bar,  relative  to  the  management 
of  Greenwich-Hofpital  366 

Beflbn,  Lieut,  examined  at  the  bar, 
relative  to  the  above  bufinefs  381 

Bolton,  Duke  of,  wi flies  for  a  public 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nifters  29 

— — —  moves  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill  to  try  Admiral  Keppel  on 
fliore  loi 

■  moves  for  the  fecond  reading 

of  the  above  bill  on  the  fame  day 

lOZ 

ff"  moves  for  a  committee  of  the 
Houfe  an  the  above  bill  103 

BoU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


N 


Bolton,  Duke  of,  objefts  to  fome 
amendments  propou  d  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  be  made  to  the  above 
bill  •  ii6 

'  fifes  to  fapport  the  charac- 

ter of  Admiral  iCeppel,  as  to  cou- 
rage and  condud  i  ^8 

■  complains  of  not  being  ^ble 

to  procure  the  memorial  fent  to 
the  admiralty-board,  relative  to 
Admiral  Keppefs  trial  121 

i  compfains  of  his  lefters  being  ■ 
delayed  and  flopiied  at  the  poll- 
office  .  122 

>*  vindicates  the  aofent  Earl  of 

Briftol  136 

"      pr&for€9  an  amendment  in 

t^e  court-martial  bill  152 

fu)>porrs  the  Earl  of  Briftors 


fpeech,  tenditig.ro  the  removal  of 

the  Earf  of  Sandwich  2  ft; 

•  ^%,i   ■  .  nmleev  a  motion  relative  to 

Admiral  Harland's  ftriking  his  flag 

...  ^^^ 
join#  in  the  debate  on  the 

motion  for  printing  the  proceed- 
ings oki  the  Green«rich-Hofpit)al 
enquiYy  496 

»  '  '  ifuri0e»  a  motion  againft  pro- 
roguim^  the  Parliament  497 

Bcfxtey,  Mr.  examined  at  the  btr, 
relative  to  tht  nianagerarent  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital  324 

Brithyl,  Earl  of,  attJicks  tHc  Earl  of 
Sandwivh  on  the  ftate  of  the  navy 

«■■"  '*  '  give%  the  HoHfe  notice  ofan 
intended  motion  180 

p -  mtoves^  for  ilie  copies  of  all 

€iTdet<>  for  convoys,  8cc%  200 

f  fupports  the  motion  againd 

tryuig  Sir  Hugh  PaUifer*  rt^ 

-  >■'*■■  '  makes  a  fi^ch,  cendiflg  to 
of  Cord  r 


the  removal 


:  Sandwich 


2<I 

■      ■'    fthtfc^  the  conditiotf  of  the 

navy  during  the  time  of  Admiral 

Hawfere  a6i 

"  ■     "  compares- the  force  of  the 


honfe  of  Bourbon  with  our  own 

26s 
Briilol,  Earl  of,    fpeaks  to  the  a:- 

tempts  of  the  French  on  the  iHaod 

of  Jerfey  516 

■  fupporfs  the  motion  on  the 

diftreiles  of  Ireland  337 

..... —  fupports  the  fame  meifnie  in 

a  i^ibfequent  debate  594 

— —  joins  in  the  complaint  of  the 

want  of  difcipline  on  board  our 

ifect»  340 

replies'  to  the  Barl  of  Sand- 


wich in  the  debate  on  the  militia 
and  navy  bills  524 

•  fupports  his  arguments,  ii;'ed 


in  a  former  delkite,  reipe^ing  the 
navy  544 

goe^  idto  a  kihd  of  general 


ezaminatioB  of  the  ftate  of  tbe 
navy  556 

Btown^  Lanucelot  Jobn,  examificd 
atthebKr,  reiktive  to  the  sMniige- 
mentof Greenwich-HoTpital    566 

turrel.  Sir  Meyrick,  exaoHned  at 
^  th 6  bar  on  the  fame  bniiaefs     323 

Butler,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar, 
rebtive  to  the  managcitient  ot 
Greenwich-Hofpital  302 

■  '  ■  .'p.  his  ezaihinat!on,  as  drava 
up  by  Mr.  Murphy,  when  the  for- 
mer fliould  'Oome  to  be  aiimiotd 
at  tHe  bar  30$ 


CaflMenV  Lord,  joins  ill  the  debate 
00  tbe  commiffionefs*  maasiiMo 

50 
■  confiders  the  manifefto  ai 


a  weak  and  wicked  publicatiOD  97 
•  joins  Ih  the  d^b.ite  on  the 


enquiry  into  the  management  of 
GiteAwiblpHolpital  Tt6 

i  ■  ■  ...Ti^  fupports  the  Earl  of  Sbel- 
barne's  rndtioB,  ftlatiTe  to  the  af- 
fetrs'of  Ireland  300 

r  III  Hi.  tnieili^rtcs-die  evidence 
givca 


Digitized  by 


Google 


N 


E       X. 


gireB  on  Uie  Oreenwich-Ifofpital 

enquiry  ^  465 

Carol,  Lieat.  examined  at  the  bar, 

relative    to   the   management  pf 

Greenw^ich  Hofpital  176 

Chads,  Capt;  examined  at  the  bar, 

relative   to   the    management    of 

Green  wich-Hofpital  372 

— —  examined  again  381 

Chancellor,  Lord.     See  Thurlow. 

Chandos,  Duke  of,  mov^s  for  an  ad* 

drefs  to  the  King  on  hi$  fpeech  at 

the  opening  of  the  feflion  i 

'    '  ■   oppofea   the  motion   for 

an  enquiry  into   the  (late  of  the 

navy  133 

fpeaks  agalnfl  the  motion 


for  papers  refpefting  convoys,  &c, 

293 
'  fpeaks  to  thp  motion  rela- 


tive to  the  dlflreires  of  Ireland 

■ .  joifts  in  another  deba'e  on 

the  fame  fobjeiSt  390 

Cheflerheld,  Earl  of,  replies  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond*  on  his  faxn- 
ming  up  the  evidence  relative  to 
the  Greenwich-Hofpital  enquiry 

463 

■   ■  fpeaks  iQ  defence  of  the 

hill  for  the  more  fpeedy  manning 

the  navy  ^-^ 

Cooke,  Mr.    examined  at  the  bar, 

-  relative  to  the  man;igement  of 
Greenwich-Hofpital  300 

Coventry,  Earl  of,  oppoi^s  the  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  on 
his  fpeech  4 

fpeaks  in  the  debate  on 
the  bill  to  try  Adpairal  Keppel  on 
ihore  loj 

fupports  the  motion  for 


the  removal  of  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich from  office  291 
■  ■ — •  oppofes  the  vote  of  credit 
bill                                         480 

*•  '  '  recomMnda  upion  wi,th 
the  American  colonies         '     $41 

CoHfiey,  Mr.  exanuned  at  the  bar, 


relative  to  the  tnanagemenf  of 
Greenwich-Hofpital  247 

Cowley,  Mr.  further  examined  on 
the  above  bufinefs  249,  29^ 

Craven,  Lord,  fupports  the  motion 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  office  291 

CuA,  Mr,  examined  at  the  bar,  rela- 
tive to  the  management  of  Green- 
wich-Hofpital 296 

Cyprian i,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar, 
refpefling  the  repairs  in  the  paint- 
ed hall  at  Greenwich  ^32 


Dartmouth,  Earl  of,  oppofes  the  mo- 
tion relative  to  the  number  of  vic- 
tuallers fent  to  the  Delaware     2o3 

— — —  fupports  the  bill  for  aug- 
menting the  militia  cjt 

Debates  on  the  addrefs  to  the  King 
on  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
the  feiiion  1 

■  01^  tbe  motion  for  the  com- 
miiiioners'  manifefto  48 

■■  on  the  bill  to  try  Admiral 

Keppel  on  fliore  lot 

— —  on  the  motion  for  papers 
refpe^ing  Greenwich-Hofpital 

126 

■  on  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  ma- 
rine bill  129 

on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 


motion  on  the  flate  of  the  navy, 
&c.  13s 

on  adjourning  for  a  week  the 


intended  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital  143 

on  accommodating  the  mem- 


bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

146 
on  papers  rcfpeftlng  Green- 
wich-Hofpital 148 
on  the  en<iuiry  into  the  nui- 


nagement  of  Greenwich-Hofpital 

relumed  ^  166 

■■    —  on  the  feme  fubjcS         170 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ti 


£ 


Debates  on  the  petition  agalnfi  the 
fewers*  bill  ^  1 74 

■  ■  on  the  Greenwich-Hofpital 
enquiry »  continued       ^  175 

■  ■  on  the  £arl  of  Bridol  gi^4ng 
notice  of  an  intended  motion  180 

>■  on' the  Grccnwich-Hofpiial 

enquiry,  continued  186 

■  ,  on  the  motion  for  papers  re- 
lative to  the  trial  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer  190 

on  the  further  proceedings 
on  the  Greenwich-Hofpital  enqui- 
ry 199 

■  on  the  motion  refpe6^ing 
convoy Sy  (hips  at  Toulon,  &c«  200 

— —  on  the  motion  refpeding  the 
vidoallers,  &c,  going  to  the  river 
Delaware  207 

■>  on  the  motion  againft  trying 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  109 

■  ■■  on  the  further  continuance 
of  the  Greenwich-Hofpital  enqui- 
ry 231 

■  on  nfmg  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich's name  233 

>  on  the  Earl  of  Briftol's  mo- 


tion to  remove  the  £arl  of  Sand- 
wich 251 
•ii— —  on  the  further  proceeding's 
on  the  Greenwich-Hofpital  enqui- 
ry              ,.    r     u               .       .^^5 

■  00  the  further  enquiry  into 

that  bufinefs  323 

■  on  the  difireilgd  date  of  Ire- 
land  s^S 

'  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton's 

information  of  the  mutiny  on 
board  tl)c  Defiance  340 

■  on  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  mo- 
tion relative  to  Admiral  Harland 
llriking  his  flag  342 

■■  ■ —  on  the  further  proceedings 
on  the  enquiry  into  the  manage- 
ment of  Greenwich-Hofpital    343 

.  on  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 

ham ^  motion,  relative  to  the  di- 
(Ireiles  of  Ireland  372 

'  ■  ■  on  the  further  proceedings 


on  the  enquiry  into  the  manage- 
ment of  Green  wich-Hofp'tal  ;Si 
Debates  on  the  Earl  of  ShclbcrcJs 
pfx>pofitiony  relative  to  the  fia^t  rf 
Ireland  3  89 

■  ■  on  the  further  proceedings 

on  the  Gteenwich-Hoipical  ccqui- 
ry  396 

■  on  the  fervants  and  hoiiie- 
tax  bill  477 

■  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
convia  bill  478 

— — — *  on  the  clerk  of  the  afiize  bill 

ib. 

■  on  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  retraining  the  Eall-India 
dividends  for  a  limited  time      479 

— — —  on  the  vote  of  credit  bill  480 

— —  on  the  motion  for  priotiug 

the    proceedings   on   the   Grcen- 

'  wich-Hofpital  enquiry  48^ 

■  on  the  motion  againft  pro- 
roguing the  Parliament  497 

-  on  Lord  Weymouth's  luef- 
fage  from  the  King,  relative  to 
the  Spaniih  refcript  500 

—  on  the  firft  reading  of  the 
bill  to  augment  the  militia  and 
man  the  navy  5 1 7 

■  on  the  bill  to  remove  diffi- 
culties with  reipe^t  to  manning 
the  navy  550 

■  '  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
(aid  bill  5^ 

'  in  the  committee  on  the  biil 

to  augment  the  militia  564 

Denbigh,  Earl  of,  interrupts  n  wit- 
nefs  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry 
into  the  management  of  Green- 
wich-Hofpital 233 

I  fupportt    the    motion    for 

printing  the  proceedings  on  the 
above  enquiry  486^ 

Derby,  Earl  of,  oppofes  the  addrefs 

to  the  King  on  his  fpeech  16 

»  condemns  the  meafures  of  the 

miniftersin  general,  and  the  com- 

miffiafters'  manifeffo  in  particular 

Der^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


N 


X. 


Derbjr,  Earlpjf,  fupports  the  motion 
for  the  intended  accommodation 
pf  the  members  of  the  Mouie  of 
Commons  147 

fupports  a  fecond  motion  on 

the  fame  bvfinefs  154 

•  joins  in   the  debate  on  the 

militia  4nd  navy  bill  523 

>  oppofcs  the  militia  and  navy 


bill 


548 

pu.  ley,  Lord,  fupports  the  Eail  of 
Sandwich  in  the  enqiiiry  into  the 
llate  of  Grecnwich-Hofpital     j  ^2 
'  oppofcs  ihe  printing  of  tbc 

propeediogs  on    the   Greenwich- 
Hofpital  enquiry  4J97 

■  replies  to  the  Dukepf  Man- 

chefler  in  rhe  debate  on  the  militia 
aqd  navy  bij)  528 


Eden,  William,  Efq.  called  to  the 
bar,  on  the  enquiry  into  the  ma- 
oagement  of  Greenwich -Hofpital 

Efgngham,  Earl  of,  condemns  th^ 
lying's  fpeech,  and  the  propoled 
addrefs  thercqn  1 1 

fpeaks  in  fupport  of  the 

Duke  of  Bolton's  marine  bill  130 
approves  of  the  motion 


for    the    accommodation    of   the 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons   .  J  55 
fupports   the  mot'up   for 


the  removal  of  the  p«rl  of  Sand- 
wich from  office  291 
— —  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 
diftreiles  of  Ireland  393 
replies  tp    the    Earl    of 


Chefter field  in  the  debate  on  the 
Greenwich* Hofpital  enquiry  465 
■  oppofcs  fhe  vote  of  credit 

bill         _  ,482 

— -—  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 
militia  and  navy  bill  C40 

Vol.  XII. 


Eilimates  refpeSing  the  nary,  &c.    . 

Evcrift,  Mr.  called  to   the  bar,   in 

the  enquiry  into  the  management. 

of  Greenwich- Hofpital  i/)8 

M  called  up  a  fecond  time     170 

■  further    c:^amined  on.  tiifi 

above  jbu^i^efs  zji 


Ferrers,  Lord,  offers  to  raife  one 
hundred  men,  provided  they  were 
not  to  be  fent  out  of  the  county 

Fielding/  Sir  John,  examined  at  the 
bar,  r.elative  to  the  managemeut 
of  Green wich-Hofpital  382 

Fortefcue,  Lord,  makes  a  motion  for 
papers  relative  to  Greenwich-Ho? 
fpital  166 

i joins  in  the  debate  OQ  the 

Earl  of  Briftors  intended  motion 

»85 


Glafs,  a  penficner,  examined  at  th< 
bar,  relative  to  the  management 
of  Grecnwich-Hofpital  300 

Qodby,  Mr,  examined  at  the  bar, 
relative  to  the  management  of 
Greenwich- Hofpital  jir 

Golf,  a  penfioner,  examined  at  the 
bar,  relative  to  the  management 
ot  Greenwich  Hoipital  296 

Gordon,  Lieut.'  examined  at  the 
bar  relative  to  the  above  buiinefs 

Gower,  Earl,  rifes  to  defend  the 
Karl  of  Carliflc*s  character         68 

joinfi  in   the  debate  on  the 

bill  to  try  Admirai '  Keppel    on 


fhore 


114 


f  '   '  '  propefes  a  kind  of  compto 
mife  on  the  motion  on  the  diftreiles 
o:  Ireland  336 

Eeee  Gower| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


N 


D       E       X. 


Gower,  £arl,  makes  a  motion  rela- 
dvc  to  the  diftrefle*  of  Ireland 

^  recomnendt  great  caution  la 

the  procecdiogs  on  that  bofinefs 

377 
■■  fpetkt  in  a  like  ilile  in  £  fur- 

ther debate  on  the  fame  fubjeA 

'  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 
militia  and  navybill  J45 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  joins  in  the  de- 
bate on  the  commiffioners'  ma-^ 
nifeflo  "     49 

■  ■  confiders  Lord  Lyttelton  as 

the  Drawcanfir  of  adminiliration 

7« 

■  fopports  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond's motion  for  an  enquiry  in- 
to the  flate  of  the  navy  1 3 1 

ipeaks  again  on  that  fubje^ 

—  ■  ■  j<*in«  in  the  debate  on  the 
motion  for  papers  refpcding  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer's  trial  193 

*  fupports  the  motion  for  the 
remoTal  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 

191 

"■  informs  the  Houfe  of  the 

mutiny  on    board    the  Defiance 

inan  of  war  340 

■  fu^ports  the  motion  relative 
.     to  Admiral  Harland  flriking  his 

flag  343 

■"'  ■  ■  adrifes  the  miniflers  to  re- 
tire from  place,  as  the  only  means 
of  procuring  unanimity  542 

■  reflates  his  obje6Hons  to  the 
militia  and  navy  bill  547 

*  '  reprobates  almoft  the^whole 
of  the  miliria  ad  ^    j68 

Grcenwich-Hofpital.    Sec  Debates. 

■■■  heads    of  the   Duke   of 

Richmond's  fpeech,  previous  to 
the  Houfe  going  into  a  committee 
to  ehquire  into  the  management  of 
that  Hofpital,  njix, 

*  motives  for  tnaking  this 
toy«I  eftabliihment  156 


Greenwich-Hofpitalt  on  the  abufir 
of  charitable  foundations  in  gene- 
ral 157 
■  ftate  of  the  revenues  of 
the  above  Hofpital                    1 59 

I  royal  charter  of  incorpo- 

ration and  new  commiffion        ib. 

— —  upon  Capt,  BaiUie's  com- 
plaint 161 

money  granted  by  Pari  a- 

ment  to  that  Hofpital  347 

H 

Halifax,  Mr.  called  to  the  bar  and 
fworo,  in  fupport  of  the  bill  for 
trying  Admiral  Keppelon  Ihore 

114 

Hillfborough,  Earl  of,  fuppors  the 
bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
the  militia  ^71 

Holroyd,  Capt.  examined  at  the 
bar,  relative  to  the  management 
of  Greenwich-  Hofpital  1 76 


Jackfon,  Mr.  (judge  advocate)  cal- 
to  the  bar,  and  examined  on  the 
motion  againll  trying  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  214 

James,  Sir  William,  examined  at 
the  bar,  relative  to  the  manage- 
ment of  Greenwich  Hofpital    307 

tbbetfon,  Mr.  called  co  the  bar,  on 

the  enquiry  into  the  managemert 

of  Greenwich-Hofpital  168 

called  to  the  bar  a  fecond 


time 


>  called  to  the  bar  a  third 


time  17; 

I  called  to  the  bar  at  other 

times      176,  177,  178,  143,  ^2S 

Ireland,  account  of  the  value  of 
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motion  againft  trying  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  2x9 

Le  Fevre,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar, 
relative  to  the  management  of 
Green  wich-Hofpital  2^3 

"   '  examined  further  on  the 

fame  fabjedl  449,  382 

Lift  of  the  Peers  who  voted  for  the 
removal  of  the  £arl  of  Sandwich 
from  office  294 

■  ■    ■  of  the  laft  divifiony  by  which 

the  fcheme  of  balloting  for  30,000 
militia-men  was  thrown  out  57 1 
Lyttelton,  Lord,  joins  in  the  debate 
on  the  motion  refpedling  the  com- 
mifiioners' maniiello  yg 

■  fup]>orts  the  arguments 
made  ufe  of  for  the  removal -of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich  a8i 


M 

Marfom,  John,  examined  at  the 
bar,  refpe^ting  the  management 
of  Greenwich*Hofpital  249 

Manchefter,  Duke  of,  joins  in  the 
debate  on  the  bill  to  try  Admiral 
Keppel  on  ihore  113 

■  replies  to    the  Earl    of 

Sandwich  in  the  courfe  of  the 
above  debate  118 

>  iQoves  for  proper  ai^com- 


modations  for  tile  membcA  of  the 
Houife  of  Commons  1 46 

Mancheiler,  Duke  of*  replies  to 
Lord  Weymouth  in  the  ooucCb  of 
the  above  debate  ib. 

>  »  -«» makes  a fccond  motioaoa 
the  above  bufiiiefs  153 

■  —  moves  for  an  accoont  of 
the  number  of  viduailers  bound 
for  the  river 'Delaware  207 

■  fpeaks  in  fapport  of  the 
motion  on  the  dillrefles  6(  Ireland 

337 
■  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 

diftreiies  of  Ireland  391: 

'  oppofes  the  vote  of  credit 

bill  484 

'  ■  fpeaks  in  the  debate  oa 

the  militia  and  navy  bill  5^7 
joins  again  in  the  debate 

on  the  fame  fubje^l  $43 

■   ■  J "  ■   fupports    the    Dohe    of 

Richmond  in  the  debate  oii  the 

militia  bill  567 

Mansfield,  Lord,  joins  in  the  debate 

on  the  management  of  Greenwich- 

Hofpital  189 

■  confiders  the  motion  a^inft 
trying  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  as  ex- 
tremely improper  223 

difcufles  the  queilion  relative 


to  the  management  of  Grceawich- 
Hofpital  473 

■  accuies  the  Duke  of  Rich- 

mond of  mi  freprefen  ration    •    49^ 

Marine  hi  IK     See  Debates. 

Mar{h,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar^ 
relative  to  the  management  of 
Green  wich-Hofpital  17  j 

Maule,  Mr.   examined   at  the  bar, 

relative    to   the   management  .of 

Grcenwich-Hofpital  i  y± 

«  called  to  the  bar  a  ftconi 

time  175 

Moore,  the  cook,  examined  at  the 
bar,  relative  to  the  management 
of  Green wich-Hof)>ital         .    296 

Morgan,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar, 
Sece  z  .   re« 
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-    l|K^ingtheiiumagementofGreen- 

i      wich-Hofpital  2^0* 

'  Moylei  Lieut,  examined  at  the  bar, 

jfiUdve  to    the   managemetit    ot 

Greenwich- Hofpiul  381 

,  Murphy,  Mr.  examined  At  the  bar, 

>     relative    to  the  managemeot    of 

Gxocawich'Hofpital     - 

302,  368,  372 


N 

Navyi  abftraas  of  the  ordinary  e(^i- 
mates  of,   during  various  years 

137 


fetcrborough,  Bifhop  of,  oppofcs 
the  motion  for  an  add refi  to  ihe 
King  DQ  his  fpeech  19 

■  ■ fpeaks  in  the  debate  on  the 

.   comxhiffibners'  nianitllto  62 

■'  '  M  .1    ■■   ■  replies  to  fome  parts  of 

the  Lord  Chancellor's  fpeech  in 
-    the  above  debate  94 

PiyniQuth,  Earl  of,  fecon  Js  the  mo- 
tion for  an  addreis  to  tlie  King  on 
his  fpeech  3 

Price,  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar, 
relative  to  the  management  of 
Greenwich- Hofpital  231 

Proteft  of  the  Lords  again  ft  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  conimiilioners* 
maniieilo  99 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■    agaiitft  th-c  nej;niive  being 

put  on  the  mo  ion  to  remove  the 

Earl  of  Sandwich  from  office    292 

>pi.   '■■'     againfl  the   motion    to   ad- 

•  drefs  the  King  for  a  change  ot 

meafurcs  512 

■  againft  the  bill  for  the  more 

fpcedy  and  effectual  m.inning  the 
-  nav.y  '  560 


E       Xs 


Radaoff  Earl  of,  joins  in  the  dchatt 
refpedbing  the  practice  of  roting 
by  proxies  14^ 

Rapley,  John,  examined  at  the  bos', 
ret'peding  the  management  of 
Greenwich- Hofpital  249 

Ravenfworth,  Lord,  joins  in  the  de- 
bate on  the  enquiry  into  the  ma- 
n.igement  of  Greenwich-Holpit.-fl 

166 

Richmond,  Duke  of,  joins  in  the  de- 
bate CD  the  commiffioners'  mani- 
felto  49 

_ replies  to  the  Earls  Suf- 
folk and  Gower,  in  the  coarfe  of 
the  abort  debate  70 

— —  mores  for  a  copy  of  tHe 
charges,  trial,  &c.  of  Admiral 
Keppel  ^        121 

«  mores  for  certun  papers 

refpeding    the     management    of 

Greenwich -Hofpital  126 

-  enters  into  an  altercation 


with  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  on  the 

above  bufinefs  127 

—  — ^  replies  to   the  ohje^ions 

of  the  Lord  Chmcetlor  128 

— fpeaks  iu  fupport  of  the 

Duke  of  BoIton*s  marine  hill  1 30 
— ^  makes   a  motion   to  en- 


quire into  the  llate  of  the  navy 
'  reads  his  motion  feparate- 

moves  to  put  off  the  en- 


quiry into  the  l^ate  of  Green  wich- 
Hofpital  for  a  week  14; 
replies  to  Lord  Stormont 


in  the  debate  refpe6ling  the  prac- 
tice of  voting  by  proxies  145 

_ moves  for  fome  particular 

papers  refpc^ng  Greenwich -Ho- 
fpital 149 
■  heads  of  his  fpeech,  pre- 
vious to  the  Houiie  going  into  a 
committee    to  enquire  into  the 

ma- 
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inangement  of  Grcenwich-HofpU  * 
tal  156 

Richmond,  Duke  bf^  refumes  the 
enquiry  into  the  ftaic  of  Green- 
wich* Hofpital  166 

■  fupports  the  Earl  of  Eri- 

ilol  in  his  intended  motion        183 

— —  moves  lor  copies  of  all  the 
proceedings  againU  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer  190 
comments  upon  the  argu- 


Rockingham,  Marquis  off  acquaints 
the  Houfe  with  his  intentions  of 
moving  Che  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to 
Admiral  Keppel  121 

■  makes  the  abore  motion 

'        —  flatcs  the  diftrefles  of  Irc- 


ments  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos 

204 
■       —  is  fevere  on  the  conduct 
of  the   Chancellor,    for   oppofing 
the  motion  relative  to  the  yittaal- 
lers  feut  to  the  Delaware  208 

— —— .  makes  a  motion    againft 
trying  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  209 

fupports  the  £arl  of  Bri- 

flol's  arguments  for  the  removal  of 
the  £arl  of  Sandwich  275 

joins  in  the  debate  on  the 


motion  relative  to  the  diflreiles  of 

Ireland  339 

■  —  fupports  the  fame  enquiry 

on  a  fecond  motion  376 

■  .  fums  up  the  evidence  on 
the  C'  quiry  into  the  management 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital  399 

..    oppofes  the  £ail'India  di- 
vidend bill  479 

■  moves  for  printing  the 
proceedings  on  the  Greenwich- 
Hofpital  enquiry  485 

fupports  the  motion  againit 

proroguing  the  Parliament  498 
— -^— —  moves  to  addrefs'thc  King 

for  a  change  of.meafnree  501 

-  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 

bill  to  augment  the  miiitia  566 
Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  produces 

the  American  commiiHoners'  mn- 

nifefto  48 

■■  cpnfiders  the  nature  and 

tendency  of  th  it  manifefto  . .  51 
'm        \    ^y  fupports  the  bill  lor  trying 

Admiral  Keppel  on  ihore         z  1 3 


land  ,  32^ 

— replies'  to  the  oppofers  of 

his  motion  for  the  relief  of  that 

kingdom  332 
rifes,  at  a  different  time, 

and  fpeaks  to  the  fame  fubje6l  - 

fupports  the  motion  againft 

proroguing  the  Parliament       496 

■    '  fpeaks  in  the  debate  on  the 

militia  and  navy  bill  517 


Sandwich,  Earl  of,  fupports  the  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  on 
his  fpeech  21 

—  replies  to  the  attack  of  the 
Earl  ofBriilol  28 

■  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 

bill  to  try  Admiral  Keppel  on 
fhore  107 

replies  to  the  Duke  of  Bol 


ton  in  the  courfe  of  the  above  de- 
bate 1x6 
— ^--  enters  into  an  altercation 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  oa 
the  affair  of  Greenwich- Hofpi tal 

12; 
■        oppofes  the  motion  for  aa 
enquiry  into  the  Hate  of  the  navy 

131 

■'  "        apologifes  for  not  producing 

all  the  Greenivich*Hofpital  papers 

148 
■  ■         replies  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol, 
in  the  debate  on  his  intended  mo- 
tion 1 8a 
"■■■■  "■  oppofes  the  motion  for  pa- 

•  pcrs 
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pert  refpediflg  the  trial  of  Sir 
HaghPalliibr  193 

Sandvirich,  Esrl  of»  fpeaks  aj^ainfi  t^e 
jDotion  for  papers  refpeding  con* 
Toyti  ZtCm  202 

m   II  riles  to  defend  his  conduct 

a^inft  the  Earl  of  Briilol  jre(pec- 
tiDg  the  ilate  of  the  navy  268 

■  »■  ■  evades  anfwering  a  qucftion, 
jelatWe  to  the  attempts  of  the 
French  on  the  ifland  of  Jerfcy 

3»8 

■  ■  replies  to  the  charge  of  the 

want  of  difcipline  on  board  the 
fleet  340 
enters  on  his  defence,  rela- 
tive to  the  management  of  Green- 
wkh-Hofpital  343 

■  coincides  with  the  motion 
for  printing  the  proceedings  on 
the  Greenwich-Hofpital  enquiry 

486 

■  laments  the  cold  reception 
of  the  militia  and  navy  bid      jao 

'propofes  an  amendment  in 


the  bill  for  more  fpeedily  and  ef- 
fedtoaUy  manning  the  navy      551 

Saword^  Mr.  examined  at  the  bar, 
relative  to  the  management  of 
Grccnwich-Hofpital  ^    178 

Shelburne,  Earl  of',^ fpeaks  to  a  va- 
riety of  matters,  in  the  c-ourfe  of 
the  debate  on  the  addrefs  33 

»■  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 

fiiotiou  relative  to  the  commiifio- 
ners*  manifello  84 

•  replies  to  the  Lord  Chan- 


cellor  in  the  courfe  of  the  above 
debate  9; 

the 


*  joins  in  the  debate  on  1 


bill  to  try  «^dmiral  Keppcl  on 
ihore  108 

-n  replies  to  an  attack  of  the 

Lord  Chancellor  1 1  a 

*  ■  ■■  fupports  the  motion  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  flate  of  the 
navy  133 

— «-— —  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 


motion  for  papers  vefpeAiiig  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer^s  trial  198 

Shelburne,  Earl  of,  joins  in  the  de- 
bate relative  toche  removnl  of  tbe 
Earl  of  Sandwich  290 

-'■  ■ '  "  '■■ —  fpeaks  to  the  moiioa  rela- 
tive to  the  diftfefles  of  Iieland 

-       ^59 

■  fupports  the  mHion  itU- 

tive  to  Admiral  Harland  fttiking 

his  flag  342 

flates    a  propofitioa  tor 


the  confideration  of  the  Honfe, 
relative  to  the  Ibte  of  IraUod 

•  fpeaks  in  the  debate  00 


the  motion  to  addrefs  his  Ma)eiij 

for  a  change  of  meafnrcs  50) 

■  anfwers    the    attacks  cJ 

Lord  Stormont  515 

enters  into  a  minute  dii- 


cuiTion  of  ch^  tendency  of  the  bill 
for  manning  the  nary  538 

Shepherd,  Dr.  examined  at  the  Wt 
relative  to  the  man&geoteat  of 
Greenwich-Hofpttal  365 

Sibthorp,  Mr.  called  to  the  bar,  '^ 
evidence  on  the  enquiry  into  tbe 
management  of  Greenwich-Ho- 
fp-tal  173 

Smith,  Lieut,  examined  at  the  bar 
on  the  fame  fubjeft  249 

Stormont,  Lord,  joins  in  the  debate 
on  the  motion  relative  to  tfaecoiE- 
miffioners'  raanifeflo  60 

■  ■  ■  fpeaks  in  the  'diipace  re- 
fpeding  the  prai^ce  of  vodng  by 
proxy  1A4 

oppofes    the    arfrumenu 


ufed  for  the  removal  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich  2S0 

rifes   to    defend    himrdf 


againib  the  attacks  of  the  £arl  of 
Shelburne  3S9 

■  "  -'     ■  rifes  in  defence  of  his  ve- 
ry dear  relation  5  IS 
'   '          fupports  the  bill  for  ihc 
augmentatioa  of  the  militia     C71 
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Suffolk,  Earl  of,  fupports  the  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  the  King 
on  his  fp€t:ch  \  * 

m  ■  >  rifcs  to  fupport  the  comm'f- 
iioners*  manifeflo  59 


Thtirlow,  Lord  (Chancellor)  joins 
in  the  debate  on  the  commiiHo- 
ners*  manifefto  49 

_.  ^eaks  again  to  that  bufi- 

nefs  ^50 

_  replies  to  feveral  obferva- 

tions  in  the  courfe  of  the  above 
debate  .   9« 

_  begs  pardon  of  the  Biihop 

of  Peterborough  9^ 

.  objects  to  the  fecond  read 


Tburlow,   Lord    (Chaiic«nor)    p- 
pofes  the  motion  for  papers  rc- 
fpctVmg  convoys,  &c.  aoy 

confidcrs  the  moteon  rela- 
tive to  the  number  of  viAnallert 
fent  to  the  Delaware  as  an  impro- 
per one  ^^ 

, .  oppofes  the  motion  againft 

trying  Sir  Hugh  Palliier  m 

.  objc^s  10  the  motion  for 


ing  of  the  tourt-martial  bill  on  the 
fame  day  102 

■  joins  in  the  debate  on  the 
above  bill  .103 

replies  to  fome  a/Tertions 


made  by  the  £arl  of  Shelburne 

III 

,  propofes  fome  amendments 

in  the  above  bill  1I4 

objeds  to  the   Duke  of 


Richmond's   motion,   relative   to 

Greenwich-Hofpital  1^8 

........^  explains  what  he  meant 

by  the  word  imptrtimm  1 29 

-«— — -  propoles  to  poftpone  the 

committee  on  the  marine  bill  ib« 
•  oppofes  the  motion  for  an 


enquiry  into  the  ftat«  of  the  navy 

132 
obie6ts  to  the  motion  for 


the  removal  of  the  Earl  of  Sand* 

wich  from  his  office  ^        291 

oppofes  the  motion  reU 


tive  to  Admiral  Harland  ftriking 
his  flag  34* 

.  fpeaks  in  the  debate  on 

the  diftrefles  of  Ireland  37$ 

replies   to  the  Duke  of 


Richmond  in  the  courfe  of   the 
above  debate  3?? 

.  oppofes  the  Earl  of  Shel 


burne's  motion  relative  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Ueland  •       389 

fupports  the   Eaft-India 

dividend  bill  480 

obie£h  to  printing  the  de« 


bates  on  the  Green wich-Hofpiul 
enquiry  ^487 

I_—  replies  to  the  Earl  of  Shel- 

burne  in  the  debates  on  the  bill 
for  manning  the  navy  5<9 

,.  —  defends  the  militia  bill  508 

Townihend,  Lord,  fpeaks  in  the  de- 
bate on  the  diftreffes  of  Ireland  333 
-  fupports  the  motion  for 
the  relief  of  that  kingdom  in  ano- 
ther debate  J93 

^,  —  oppofes  the  motion againft 
proroguing  the  Parliament  499 
fpeaks  againft  the  folly  of 


the  accommodation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 

H7 

.oppofes  a  fecond  motion 

of  the  fame  nature  1 54 

—  fappons  the  conduft  of 

the  admiralty- board  195 


providing  merely  for   nur  home 
defence  S^ 

W 

Weymouth,  Lord,  joins  in  the  de» 

bate  on  the  motion  relative  to  the 

commiffioners'  manifeflo         .  83 

I  Wejr- 
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Weymoutb,  Lor?},  oppoies  the  mo- 
tion for  an  enquiry  into  the  Ilate 
of  the  navy  133 

%  I         II   ..   objcds  to  the  propofed  . 
accommodutioos  for  the  membcn 
of  the  Houfe  of  Cpmmons        1 46 

■i  —  replies    to  the  Duke  of 

Rkhmond  on  the  motion  for  pa- 

.  pers  relative  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer*s 

•  triii  193 

PM     I  . .  oppofts  the  motioa  rela* 
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tive  to  the  relief  of  the  diftrefiei 

of  Ireland  331 

Weymouth,  Lord,  oppofes  the  fame 

meafure  in  another  debate  300 
— ^—    objecl^    to    the    njori  n 

againft  proroguing  the  FarliamLot 

■{98 

— prefents  a  meflage  foci 

the  King,  relative  to  the  Spanii^ 
refcript  roD 
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